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CLAIMS  AGAINST  GREAT  BEITAIN. 


EUTFOBOEMENT   OF  NEUTRALITY. 

BEBEL  OPERATIOKS  FROM  CANADA. 


lDc1o«ea  eop7  of  Hi.  Rankin's  telegram  relft- 
tiTetooonapiraciMof  ioBDrawiitt  in  neigh- 
boring British  caioaj  of  VMtooaTera' It- 


Ifr.    Sewud    to 

LoidLfoua. 

1663. 
April  15 

Lord    Lvons   to 

April  16 

U»7    16 
May    18 

Mr.    Sewmrd    to 
Lord  Lyona. 

I«d    Lyona   to 
Mr.8eir.rt. 

M»y   SI 

Mr.   SewMd    to 
U^dLyona. 

Do 

U«y   29 

1964. 
Jan.    13 

Lord    Lyons    to 
Ur.  Seirwd. 

Jan.    13 

Ur.     Adams     ta 

Feb.    19 

do 


Hu  directed  British  cohbtiI  at  Son  Fran- 
daco  to  moke  inquiries  in  regard  to  con- 
spiraciea  of  inani^ents  in  BriSsb  oolony  of 
VaneoDTer. 

Incloses  extract  from  dispatch  of  Britiah 
oonsnl  in  Son  Francisco  in  regard  to  insur- 
'  conspiracies  in  Vanconver. 
■rledglng  receipt  of  Lord  L. 
. .  .  ring  telegram  from  British  . .  _ . 
Sau  Froaciacu  in  regart  to  iDsnrgent  . .  _ 
Bpiraeies to  fit  out  priTateers  at  Vanconver. 

IncloMa  telegram  from  Ooremor  Doaslaaa, 
of  Vanconver,  stating  that  every  vigiuace 
will  be  nsed  tj>  discover  and  miatrate  at- 
tenvpts  by  enemiea  of  United  States  to  fit 
out  privateers  in  porta  of  Vancouver. 

Commnniaates  thanks  for  Govemoi  Dong- 
lass's  telegram. 

Commnnioatee  telegram  received  from  the 
United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal 
relative  to  annposed  gathering  of  inanr- 
genta  at  Windsor,  Canada. 
Has  transmitted  tclenam  from  United  States 
oonsnl  general  at  Montreal  in  regard  to 
gathering  of  insargents  Bt  Windsor- 
Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Rnseell,  of  the  13th 
instant,  in  regard  to  abases  made  of  the 
neatrali^  of  British  territory  by  the  inanr- 

Einta  in  Canada  and  elaewheie,  and  Lord 
asaell's  acknowledgment. 

Inoloeee  not«  to  Lord  Bossell  oovering  slip 
cut  ftom  Index,  a  London  Journal  m  in- 
aorgeat  interest,  in  r^ard  to  use  of  Cana- 
dian tenitory  as  base  for  insurgent  at- 
tempt to  rescue  confederate  prlsoneis  con- 
fined on  Johnson's  Island,  and  Lord  Bus- 
sell's  aoknowtedgiuent  thereof. 

Ineloaes  oorwepondenoe  with  War  Departs 
menC  in  regard  to  armed  inanigeat  veaaela 
Montreal  and  Saratoga,  in  Canadian 
watere,  and  anka  inveariratlon. 

The  Oovemor  General  of  Canada  piomiaM 
to  ascertain  aocnrac^  of  report  respecting 
insargent  schooners  in  Canadian  wateia. 


ENFOECEMENT  OP  NEDTRALriT. 
REBEL  OPERATIONS  FROU  CANADA— Cootlnned. 


Requests  that  tlianka  of  Department  may  be 
communicated  to  GoTeraor  General  of 
Canada  for  attention  to  case  of  insurgent 
scbooners  in  Canadian  vaters. 

Incloses  communication  from  Governor  Gen- 
eral of  Canada  respecting  information 
given  Co  United  States  that  two  achooneis 
were  lyinp,  under  uaspicious  ciroumatances, 
in  Cauadian  waters. 

Incloaea  dispatch  firom  Hr.  Howaid,  United 
States  consul  at  St.  John,  New  Bruns- 
wick, relative  to  poBsaee  ttaroueh  that  city 
of  unusual  nomlrarB  of  dieloyal  citizens  of 
United  States,  eu  routs  for  Canada,  and 
among  them  Frost. 

Incloses  statement  from  Governor  General 
of  Canada  in  regard  to  passaee  of  rebels 
en  route  for  Canada,  through  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick.    Precaution  promised. 

Acknowledges  with  satisfaction  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada to  prevent  in&ingement  of  neutrality 
of  Canadian  territory  by  persons  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Information  of  the  organization  in  the  vicin- 
i^  of  St.  John,  by  Miuor  William  Hollins, 
of  an  inmrgent  force,  to  commit  depreda- 


Jnne  34 

.   Jvlj    18 
Jnly   30 

.    Aug.     9 

Ang.  9 
Sept  36 
Sept.  38 

Ort.      1 


tions  on  Maine  frontier. 
Incloses  telegram  frt>m  government  of  New 
Brunswick  relative  to  information  of  at- 
tempts to  organize  a  force  near  St.  John 
to  commit  depredations  on  Maine  frontier. 
Her  H^esty's  government  would  view  with 
regret,  and  no  little  alarm,  the  tonnina- 
lion  of  the  arransement  between  Great 
Britabi  and  United  States,  limiting  naval 
force  on  the  lakes. 
There  is  no  intention  to  abrogate  the  ac- 
cepted limitation  of  naval  force  on  the 
lakes. 
Incloses  oorrespondence  with  War  Deport- 
ment in  regard  to  report«d  hostile  projects 
of  insurgents  Inrking  near  Windsor,  Can- 
Has  conunnnicatod  to  Governor  General  of 
Canada  information  concerning  project  of 
insurgents  now  in  Canadian  territory. 
Annonnolng  necessair  temporary  increase 
of  naval  force  of  United  States  on  the 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  announcement  of 
increase  of  United  States  naval  force  on 
the  lakes,  and  recalls  attention  to  Lord 
Lyons's  note  as  to  views  of  British  govern- 


Hector  for  revefiue  cutter  on  lakes,  bnt 
any  excess  over  accepted  amuHDMit  will 
only  lio  tomporary.  /■  '  i 

,1  .dbCtiOOglC 


E?fFORCBMENT  OP  NEUTBALITT. 
EEBEL  0PEEATI0N8  FROM  CANADA— Continned. 


Has  oommanlcated  Mr.  Sewntd's  conummi- 
catinn,  relatiTe  to  Ein  iocTease  of  Ameiicaa 
naval  force  on  the  Canadian  lakes,  to 
British  govenimeat. 

Mr.  AdaiDB  has  been  inatmcted  to  make  ex- 
planationB  to  Lord  Busaell  in  regard  ' 


Oct    10 
Oct.    10 


Oct.    23 
Oct    23 


Oct    28 
Not.     3 


of  naval  force  on  tiie  lakes. 

Incloses  correBpondence  with  Mr.  Bnmley, 
and  requests  that  an  explanation  may  be 
made  to  Earl  Hnesell  in  regard  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  naval  force  of  the  United 
States  on  the  lakes. 

Preudent  reKSrds  with  satisfaction  the  pro- 
ceeding^ o?  Canadian  authorities  in  aneat- 
ing  parties  engaged  in  depredations  com- 
mitted at  St.  Altena,  and  that  the  offlcers 
of  the  two  governmentB  are  acting  in  ao- 

Has  communicated  satisfaction  of  the  Pres- 
ident to  tlie  Governor  General  of  Can- 
Incloses  telegram  from  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  annouaciog  that  eleven  of  the 
St.  Albans  marauders  in  custody  wonld  be 
detained  until  demand  for  their  eitradi- 
tion  should  be  received. 
Refers  to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  De- 
scriboB  insurgent  seistire  of  the  PbUo  Par- 
sons, and  intention  of  perpetrators  to 
snbseqnently  release  prisoners  on  John- 
son's Island;  attack  on  St.  Albans;  all 
perpetrated  by  rebels  najng  Canadian  ter- 
ritory D8  base  for  their  operatious.  That 
in  view  of  these  events  United  States  are 
justified  in  increasine  the  naval  force  on 
tbelahes.  Requests  that  Lord  Russell  may 
be  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and  protest 
of  United  States  against  pennitting  con- 
tifnioits  British  territory  to  be  occupied 
b^  insurgents   as  base  for  their  expedi- 

Inclosae  note  of  Visconnt  Monck  to  Ki. 
Burnley  concerning  disavowal  of  General 
Dii's  order  to  pursue  St.  Albans  maraud- 
ers into  Canada  and  destroy  them. 

Acknowledcefl  Viscount  Moncfc's  request  for 
explanation,  or  disavowal  of  Geueral  Dix'a 
oruer  concerning  St.  Albans  marauders. 
Hr.  Seward  does  not  think  that  the  matter 
which  has  been  submitted  by  Visconnt 
Monck  is  snfGcieat  to  call  for  modification 
ofvipwscoramunicatedtlirougb  Mr.  Adams 
to  ilritish  government. 

Incloses  General  Peck's  telegram  in  regard 
to  the  Geor^ana,  suspicions  vessel  in  Cana- 

'  dian  waters,  and  asks  that  Viscount  Monck 
be  notified. 

Incloses  Mr.  Thurston's  dispatch  in  regard 
to  sole  of  Georgiana  to  parties  suspected 
to  be  insurgent  agents.  Mr.  Kimball'- 
letter   up         "  —■^■---^    -■-    -- 

peuded. 


ENFOBCEUBHT  OF  MEtTTXUJTr. 

REBEL  OPERATIONS  FBOU  CAKADA- 


luformatioii  tbftt  propeller  Oeorgiana  has 
been  eearohed,  but  nothing  anspiciona  waa 
found  to  wftirant  detention. 

IncloaeA  copies  of  inqairiea  made  about  the 
OeorgiaDa,  by  the  Canadian  collector  of 
customs  at  Fort  Colbonie,  and  of  a  tele- 
sraphic  circular  seat  bfCanadikufinance 
department  to  Tarions  coUectorB  of  eua- 
toms,  at  diflereot  ports  on  lakes,  in  regard 
to  siiHpicionB  vessels. 

Inclueee  dispatcb  No.  95  ftom  Ur.  Thurston 
and  the  r^plf  thereto,  relativeto proceed- 
ings of  Canadian  authorities  in  regard 
to  prevention  of  hostile  expeditions 
from  British  provinces  against  Unit«d 
States. 


vations  .       _    _ „ 

of  Canadian  Koventment  in  regard  to  the 
prosocntion  of  insurgent  niaroudera. 
Incloses  extract  from  Governor  Smith's  com- 
munication of  the  17th  instant,  relative  to 
the  liostile  scheme  of  insurgent  agents  in 
Canada  against  the  United  States,  and  re- 
quests that  the  earnest  attention  of  British 
sovenuent    may   be   given   to    the  sab- 

lucloses  bis  noto  to  Lord  Rnsaell  and  ite  ac- 
companiments in  regard  to  systematic  nse 
of  British  territory  in  America,  both  conti- 
nental and  insuliu',  by  insurgents  as  base 
for  hostile  operations  ngalnst  United 
States.  In  view  of  the  case  of  the  Cheea- 
peake,  the  Philo  Parsons,  and  the  St. 
Albans,  has  stated  that  mcasores  of  the 
British  government  are  not  b;  an;  means 
adequate  to  ansirer  the  desireil  purpose. 
It  is  understood  that  all  of  these  lioetile 
movemouts  are  set  on  fbot  by  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, insurgent  citizen  of  United  States,  re- 
siding in  Canada,  and  that  the  Unit«d 
States  deems  itself  at  liberty  to  increase  the 
naval  armament  on  lakes.  The  purjiosea 
of  United  States  are  peaceful,  but  the  gov- 
ernment is  convinced  that,  prscticaUy, 
the  policy  of  neutrality  which  England 
has  proclaimed  has  failed  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Requests  that  repreaentation  may  be  made 
toLord  Busselliu  regard  to  the  existence 
and  movements  of  an  organized  body  of 
insurgents  at  HarysburgiPriuce  Edwards 
County,  Canada. 

Inclosing  communication  finun  War  Depart- 
ment m  regard  to  existonoe  of  mihtary 
organisation  of  insurgent  fugitives  in 
Canada. 

Incloses  noto  from  VlsDonntMonck,  contain- 
ing assoraoee  that  the  alleged  scheines  of 
insurgents  in  Canada  will  receive  earnest 
attention  of  Cauadir * 


XKTOBCEHENT  OP  NBDTKUJTT. 
VBBXL  0FB&A.TIOSB  FBOU  CAHADA— Continned. 


lb.    Btwud  to 
Ht.  B<mil»;. 

Dm. 

14 

Mr.    Boraloy  to 
Mr.  Sewud. 
Do 

Dm. 
Dm. 

14 
1F> 

D» 

n«v 

16 

Dm.    12 

Dm.    13 
Dec    13 


InoloM*  copies  of  Interoapted  Cfwreapond- 
enoe  eupporting  the  protwta  Mr.  Adams 
liHS  bMD  instmcted  to  offer  to  Brituh  gov- 
emment  against  use  of  their  proTinoei  on 
United  Btates  border,  as  a  base  fbi  aogres' 
■ioD.  Copy  General  AngitT'B  report  is  alao 
appended. 

InoloM*  oommnnioation  from  mayor  of  Buf- 
fido,  and  its  aMompanimenta,  in  regard  to 
IBOvemeuta  of  snspMted  steamer  Qeoi^- 
ana,  and  to  other  nostile  proceedings  re- 
puted to  be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

Has  oommnnioated  to  QoTemor  General  of 
Canada  information  of  alleged  existence  of 
mUitarj  organiEation  in  Canada  composed 
«f  faglUvu  from  United  States.  Incloses 
Viaeonnt  Honok's  repl^. 

Derires  that  General  Dix'a  oonmnnicatlon 
oonceminK  military  organisation  of  In- 
anrgente  m  Canadian  territory  Bhall  be 
laid  before  Lord  Bnasell. 

Incloses  eommunication  irom  War  Depart- 
ment in  relation  to  alleged  nianofactars 
of  Greek  fire  at  Windsor,  Canada,  to  be 
osed  in  attempt  to  bum  certain  cities  of 
the  United  States,  and  requeats  that  Earl 
RqsmII  maj  adopt  preventive  mesGnres. 

lucIoMS,  Ibr  information  of  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada,  comninnication  from 
the  War  Department  in  repaid  to  mann- 
&etnre  of  Greek  fire  for  nae  in  attempts  to 
bum  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Incloses  commnnication  from  consul  gen- 
eral of  Uoitud  States  in  Montreal,  relative 
tosnspicioDB  vessels  now  being constmcted 
in  Canada ;  two  of  them  being  called  the 
£1  Almandaria  and  Flnero,  to  be  employed 
in  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

In  view  of  the  release  fTom  custody  of  the 
St.  Albans  marauders  by  the  Canadian 
anthoritiea,  the  British  Rovemment  shoidd 
be  a^ed  whether  they  have  token,  or  pco- 
poee  to  take,  any  meaenres  to  prevent  a 
renewal  of  the  invasious  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  from  border  provinces. 

Incloses  copy  of  dispHtoh  to  Mr.  Adams  rela- 
tive to  discharge  by  Canadian  authorities 
of  Samnel  Kngene  Lackey  and  others  from 

OQBtOdy. 

Thuiks  Mr.  Seward  for  sending  copy  of  dis- 
patch to  Mr.  Adams. 

OovemoT  General  has  issued  fresh  warrants 
tor  appiehonsion  of  St.  Albuia  men  dis- 
dutfged  from  custody. 

Communicates  thanks  of  Viscount  Monok 
for  satisfHotary  eiplanation  of  General 
Dii's  order,  and  assurance  that  Canadian 
government  are  doing  slliu  their  power  to 
remedy  niisthief  done  by  magistrate'a  dis- 
charge of  St.  Albans  marauders. 

HastransmittedtoLord  Russell  information 
contained  in  General  Kx'slettoTiespecting 
rebel  organization  at  Marysburg,  Canada 


ENFOBCBMEHT  OF  NEDTEALITT. 

BEBEL  (DERATIONS  FBOU  CANADA— Continued. 


Cominiinloatea  Lord  BtUBsU's  not«  relatiTe 
to  the  inteudon  of  United  States  gorem- 
ment  to  increase  their  naval  armament 
won,  the  North  Ameiioan  lakes.  Lord 
I&uell  reviews  and  jiutifiea  policy  of 
Qieat  Britain  towards  United  States. 

Inoloaes  Mi.  Chandler's  remarks  and  lesoln- 
tions  in  Senate  in  regard  t«  action  of  Cana- 
dian authorities  in  regard  t«  St.  Albans 
raiders,  a  copy  of  Oeneral  Dix's  order  9J, 
and  modiGoations  thereof,  and  general  iu' 
struetionBinregardtopaBHportH.  Eeviews 
•etion  of  Canadian  authonties  and  its  re- 
sult. Submits  rodectioHB  thereon  which  he 
desires  to  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
Lord  RusselL 

Commnnicales  dispatch  addressed  to  Hr. 
Adams  on  suttjeot  of  certain  intercepted 
correspondenoe  of  insurgents  residing  in 
Canada. 

Has  communicated  copies  of  Mr.  Sewatd's 
note,  and  its  aocompaniments,  in  repud  to 
intercepted  iusnrgent  oorreepondence,  to 
Viscount  Monck  and  to  Lord  Rnssall. 

loclosei  dispatch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  in  regard  to  insuivent  piratical 
organization    of  three  hundred  men  for 

eurpoae  of  preying  apon  coumieree  of  the 
nited  SUtes. 

Licloees  correspondence  with  Lord  Bussell 
in  i:«gard  to  General  Diz'e  report  of  hostUe 
movements  in  Canada  near  Marysbnrg. 

Inoloees  Yiacoant  Mouck's  reply  in  the  case 
of  theGeoTgiana,  tliat  the  Canadian  gov- 
erument  is  fully  alive  to  prevention  of 
plans  hostile  to  United  States,  and  has 
taken  stringent  measures  to  that  end. 

Relative  to  measures  adopted  by  Viscount 
Monck  for  prevention  of  acts  hostile  to 
United  States. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  promise  to  oanse 
immediate  meMnrae  to  ascertain  truth  of 
allegation  coucemlng  manufacture  of 
Qreek  lire  in  Canada  tor  purposes  hostile 
to  United  States. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  promise  to  catue 
immediate  investigation  tn  cases  of  EL  Al- 
mandaris  and  Pinero,  two  vessels  building 
at  Montreal. 

Acknowledges  friendly  spirit  and  Jadicione 
measures  of  Viscount  Monck  in  case  of 
Oeoi^ana. 


Mr.    Seward    to 
Mr.  Burnley. 

Dec. 

19 

Mr.    Burnley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Deo. 

SI 

Mr.  Bnmley. 

Deo. 

31 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Aiword. 

Deo. 

S2 

Mr.    Bnmley   to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Dec 

34 

Do 

Deo. 

W 

Do 

Deo. 

28 

Deo.    29 
Deo.    30 


{positions  Tslative  to  proceedings 
of  Jacob  Thompson,  Hotcombe,  and  oUiers, 
in  aiding  hostile  expeditions  against  the 
United  States. 
In  reference  to  intercepted  insurgent  corres- 
pondence Viseonnt  Monck  states  that  it 
might  be  made  ground  of  an  indictment 
against  persons  implicated,  and  that  be 
will  do  what  may  be  possible  to  reach  par- 
tiea,  if  identifieo,  by  legal  prooeaa.         i 


EHFOBCEIUSNT  OF  NEUTKALTTT. 

BEBEL  0PEBATI0H8  FBOM  CAITADA— Contmn«d, 


Interview  witli  Lord  Busaell  inregaid  to  the 
iDHUTf^t  invaaions  from  Canoao,  and  to 
operations  in  Canada  hostile  to  United 
Statee.  In  regard  to  inBUTirenU  in  Canada 
Loid  RuBselt  aays  that  if  tbey  were  carry- 
ing out  isstructions  from  T«bel  authorities 
at  Richmond,  (hey  coold  be  proceeded 
against  in  the  courts  as  KHilty  of  offeuse 
^>iUDSt  peace  of  the  kingdom.  Effect  of 
Qeoeral  Die's  order  upon  public  sentiment 
in  England. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  letter  in  regard 
to  alleged  insurgent  military  orgauizfttion 
in  Canada.  No  traces  of  sncb  oiganiza- 
tion  can  be  foand. 

Incloses  Kcneral  order  issoed  by  Governor 
Genenu  of  Canada  in  regard  to  stationing 
troops  along  the  frontier  line  between  t^e 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  dispatcll  showing 
the  metwurea  adopted  to  obtain  evidence 
of  reported  manufactare  of  Greek  Are  in 
Canada  to  he  naed  in  boming  cities  in  the 
United  States. 

Acknowledges  snggestione  of  Yiscoant 
Monck  in  regard  to  detention  and  punish- 
nient  of  persons  who  have  been  plotting  oi 


Hr.AdanwtoHr. 


Canadian  soil  against  the  UnitMl  States. 

Acknowledges  receipt  of  the  general  order 
of  Viscount  MoDCK  in  regard  to  estabUsta- 
ment  of  military  defense  of  iroDtier. 

Viscount  HoDck's  reply  in  regard  to  alleged 
insurgent  organization  formed  in  Halifax 
tor  seizing  United  Stat«s  ships  on  .'  . 
lakes  situated  between  UDit«d  States  and 
Canada. 

Incloses  Mr.  Cardwell's  instniction  to  Vis- 
count Monck  to  be  gui'l^  hy  tlie  decision 
of  the  proper  legal  authorities  in  Canada 
whether  the  persons  in  custody  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  delivered  up  under  the 
treaty  of  extradition.  If  decision  is 
against  surrender,  Viscoimt  Monck's  legal 
advisers  shonld  ascort^n  whether  these 
persons  may  not  property  be  put  npon 
their  trial  on  chargeof  niispriBionaudv"- 
lation  of  royal  prerogative  by  levying  w 
from  British  dominions. 

EzpreBsiug  gratification  with  purpose  of 
^itisb  authorities  to  ascertain  existence 
of  alleged  military  organization  in  Canada 
of  fugitive  inanrgeuts. 

Acknowledges  iniormation  that  Viscount 
MoDck  will  cause  an  investigation  into 
supposed  employment  of  two  vesrels 
bnilding  at  Montrekl  for  purposes  hostile 
to  United  States.  ' 

Incloses  communication  from  Lord  Rnssell 
to  Mr.  Burnley  in  resard  to  conversation 
betweeo  himself  and  Lord  Bnssell  upon 
iusnigent plots  in  Canada  and  the  doty  oC |^ 


ENFOBOEIUIM  T  OP  BKUTRALITX. 

BEBEL  OPERATIONS  FEOH  CANADA— Coutiiiiud. 


Jtra.    19 
Jaa.    31 


tbe  Mtion  of  Jndi 

ing  jiumrgent  raidera  Inim  coatody. 

of  the  PreBident'a  revocation  of  offen^Te 

p»rt  of  Qeneral  Dix's  order. 

PKniiBinr  attentive  couBideration  of  Earl 
RoBBell'B  suggestion  In  re^rd  to  termiiw- 
tion  of  existiQK  omuigement  coneeming 
Dsval  force  onlakea. 

BeriewB  state  of  public  aeutiment  coneem- 
ing insurgent  uatragea  upon  CauadUn 
border,     UDsatisfactory    prooeedJURi     in 

Srosecntion    of    iusni^ent    oSendeit   in 
anada.  and   iDefflcieuc;  of  Britisti  law 


abeolnte  right  of  reprisal,  United 
States  rely  only  npon  lawful  niuasares  of 
defense.  Congrew  is  oouiideriDg  the  ei- 
pedienoy  of  putting  an  end  to  acntnge- 
ment  for  extradition  of  Aigitive*  from 
Jnstico.  Telegram  tnm  United  States 
Consul,  Montr«a1,announceea4iouniDieat 
of  proceedings  against  St.  Albans  felons 
for  thirty  days. 

Incloses  a  copy  of  his  instructions.  No.  1337, 
to  Mr.  Adams. 

Has  received  information  that  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  Inrkin^  in  Canada,  are 
preparing  to  make  formidable  incnraion 
into  territory  of  United  States  while  Irfike 
Champlain  is  frozen  over. 

Incloses  speech  of  Governor  Qeneral  of 
Canada,  at  opening  of  session  of  Cana- 
dian Parliament,  asking  nnusnal  powers  for 
Eurpose  of  preventing  the  employment  of 
auadian  territory  as  a  base  for  ioenrgent 
operations. 

Proceedings  recently  taken  by  Great  Britain 
in  relation  to  Canadian  ontn^ee  seem  Jnst 
and  fair.  Provincial  anthorities  have  be- 
^a  to  act  with  energy  in  the  spirit  of  the 
instmctinQB  of  the  home  government. 

Incloaes  report  of  British  attorney  general 
for  Canada  East  in  regard  to  the  chametor 
and  destination  of  suspicions  vessels.  El 
Almandaris  and  Piuero,  bailding  at  Mon- 

Lord  Russell's  view  of  ajgitatlon  in  Washing- 
ton for  repeal  of  reciprooitj  treatjr,  pass- 
port regidatioDS,  and  other  arrangements 
on  frontier.  Lord  Rossell  intimates  that 
if  any  of  these  measures  lepresaed  tendency 
to  active  sympathy  with  insargents  among 
colonists,  te  that  extent  they  would  do  no 


to  discover  any  adequate  Krounds  tor  the 
sapposition  that  there  existed  a  piratical 
orgNiiiAUan  in  H»llf«T,  of  two  nnndied 


EHFOBCBUEHT   OP  NBITCRALITT. 
BEBEL  OPERATIONS  FBOH  CANADA— CoDtioiied. 


1866. 
Feb.      7 


Ur.    Sevud    to 


Feb.    13 
Feb.    15 


Feb.    19 
Feb.    21 


penons,  for  seizinK  United  StatM  Tesseb 
oil  Canadian  lakes  and  eleewbere. 

luclosee  ViBConnt  Monck'e  M8unmc«  that  tbe 
(government  of  Canada  will  nse  every  exer- 
tion to  defeat  bostile  ineonrione  upon  towua 
of  Bnilington  and  Wbitehall,  Id  UDit«d 
States. 

Inoloses  iuformatioa  received  from  United 
States  eonanl  at  Halifax  in  regard  to  con- 
templation of  another  raid  from  Canada 
into  United  States. 

luclosffl  joint  rMolntion  of  Congresa  relative 
to  the  notice  to  terminate  the  treaty  of 
181Tj  regulating  naval  force  on  the  laKea. 

Interview  nith  Mr.  Adams  in  renird  to  dif- 
flcnlties  attending  prevention  in  departure 
of  insurgent  cruisers  &om  Britisli  porta. 
Has  reqneeted  Mr.  Seward,  through  Mr. 
Adams,  to  convey  his  tetter  upon  improper 
employment  of  British  territory  by  conied- 
erate  agents,  til  Insurgent  autbralties  at 
Richmond. 

Interview  with  Lord  Russell,  in  which  he  ia 
made  acquainted  with  contents  of  a  letter 
nddreesed  to  rebel  counaissioners  at  Paris, 
reqnestiiiff  the  insurgent  antborities  at 
Riebmond  to  restrain  their  agents  from 
osing  British  territory  as  base  for  their 
operations.  Incloses  cony  of  Lord  Russell's 
note  inviting  him  to  call,  and  the  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Messrs.  Mason,  SlideU,  and 
Mann,  rebel  commissi  on  era. 

Incloses  telegram  from  United  States  consul 
at  Halifax  stating  that  Oswego  will  prob- 
ablv  be  one  of  the  points  ot  attack  bj  rebel 
laiders  from  Canada,  and  that  Rochester 
ia  threatened. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  United  States  consul 
at  Toronto  in  regard  to  suspicious  tmosfer 
of  steamer  Georgiana. 

Sentiment  in  England  in  favotof  enstaininji! 
insurgents  and  thus  prevet3tiD{j  agression 
npoo  British  provinces  by  United  States. 
Continued  emnloyment  of  English  ports  by 
insurgents  obliKes  United  States  to  adopt 
more  direct  and  vigorons  measures  of  re- 
sistanoe  to  hostile  British  subjects.  It  ia 
not  true  that  the  United  States  will  make 
hostility  to  Great  Britain  a  condition  of 
reconciliation  with  the  insurgenle  and  on 
occasion  for  aggression.  The  Britisli  gov- 
ernment, by  its  toleration  of  hostilities  of 
its  anbjects,  makes  it  donbtfiil  whether 
Great  Britain  is  or  is  not  actually  inter- 
vening in  favor  of  the  insurgents. 
Incloses  dispatch  frvm  United  Stntes  consnl 
at  Halifax  in  regard  to  niovemeiitaof  insnr- 
gent  agents  in  Connda. 
The  beanngof  the  rebel  progromme  in  Can- 
ada upon  the  notices  of  the  United  States 
for  the  termination  of  reciprocity  freaty, 
and  the  termination  of  agreement  I ~ 


reaij,        , 


Xn  ENFORCBMEHT  OF  SEUTHALITT. 

BEBEL  OPERATIONS  PBOM  CAITADA— Contiiined. 


April    3 
April    7 


ing  the  armanient  upon  the  lakes.  Con- 
vereatioD  with  Lord  Gtusell  apon  subject. 

Tlio  aiyouniinent  of  the  case  of  the  St,  Al- 
bans raiders  for  eight  days,  by  Judge 
Smith,  renders  it  impossible  for  TTnitcd 
States  to  modify  restrictive  loeasiireH  in  re- 
gard to  Ctinada. 

Inclosee  Viscount  Honck's  dispatch  relative 
to  the  Bale  of  the  steamers  El  Almandaris 
andPinero;  the  Brat  to  citizen  of  Havana, 
Cuba,  and  the  second  to  citiKen  of  Canada. 

IncloSRS  letter  from  Visconot  Monckin  regard 
to  transfer  of  steiuner  Georgiana  to  Mr. 
Deoiwin,  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

Announcing  that,  in  view  of  measures 
adopted  by  British  government  to  prevent 
the  use  of  Canadian  territory  by  the  in- 
surgents. United  States  have  concluded 
that  convention  of  1817  may  continue 
practically  in  force. 

In  view  of  the  friendly  proceedings  of  the 
British  government,  the  President  has  di- 
rected that  the  passport  regulations  of  the 
17th  of  December  lie  roaciudod. 

The  governor  «f  Nova  Scotia  has  requested 
the  Uuited  States  consul  at  Halifax  to  givo 
him  at  once  the  earliest  intelligence  of  an; 
expected  mid  into  the  United  StJltes. 

In  regard  to  the  apprehension  which  prevails 
in  BritiHh  political  circles  that  the  close  of 
onr  civil  strife  will  be  improved  by  this 
govemiiicnt  to  Inaugurate  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  which  war  Canada  will 
be  the  objective  point.  Conversation  with 
Mr.  Burnley  in  regard  to  reasons  for  con- 
clusion of  reciprocity  treaty. 

Incloses  Viscount  Monck's  reply  in  regard 
to  alleged  plana  of  persons  residing  in 
Canada  for  making  hostile  incoraiona 
Into  the  United  Stntea. 

In  regard  to  establishment  of  oommnnica- 
tion  between  the  United  States  oonsnl  in 
Halifax  and  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 
Though  there  is  no  necessity  for  legisla- 
tive action  in  Nova  Scotia  to  prevent  hos- 
tile raids  into  United  Stalee,  yet  Hal- 
ifax is  a  naval  station  for  blockade  run- 
ners and  a  depot  of  supplies  for  insnr^nta. 

Tone  of  debate  in  Parliament  indicates 
earnest  professions  of  a  belief  that  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  two  conn- 
tries  are  firmly  eetablisbed.  Incloses 
debate. 

Annonncing  that.'as  Canadian  raiders  conid 
not  be  surrendered,  they  had  been  dis- 
charged. 

Incloses  dispatch  from  Lieu  ten  anti-Oovemnr 
Macdonnell,  in  regard  to  alleged  support 

given  to  so-called  confederate  cruiaen, 
y  inhabitanto  of  Nova  Scotia. 


^dbyCoogle 


EMFOBCBltENT  OF  NSDTfiAUTT. 

CASE  OF  THE  VESUYIUS. 


He. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Snyect 

1 

1865. 

Sir  F.  Brace  to 

Nov.     3 

Asks  erplonatioDe  of  coostraction  of  armed 
veBsels  in  United  States  for  serriceon  the 

1W> 

Nov.     4 

8ir  P.  Brace. 

intended  for  revenue  ptirposea,  and  araia- 
inent  will  not  exceed  limit  stipulated  in 

Sir  F.  Braee  to 

July   13 

Great  Britain  has  found.  In  the  case  of  the 

ISO 

Mr.  Sewatd. 

Feniana,  that  the  government  of  United 
States  haa  acted  with  vigor,  promptness, 
and  Binoerity,  which  call  forth  warmest 

CASE  OF  THE  VESUVIUa 


46e     Mr.    Sewwd     to 


Mr.  James  Spence,  an  insolent  af^nt  i 
England,  deeires  to  ni^e  an  airangemei 
by  which  gold,  the  property  of  inBurgent 


fovemment,    shall     be    conveyed 
lockoded   itisiirf[ent    porta,  in    Britiab 
ships  of   war,  to   England.     Incloaes  an 


Incloses  note  to  Lord  Rosscll  in  regard  to 


ftom  blockaded  porta  to  Havana,  for  de- 
livery to  insurgent  agents. 

Incloses  liord  Kiiasell's  admission  that  Tesn- 
vius  brought  the  money,  as  charged,  and 
that  Acting  Consul  Magee  had  been  dis- 
missed from  service  lot  permitting  its 
shipment  at  Mobile. 

Informing  Mr.  Soward  that,  in  view  of  the 
departure  from  duty  in  permitting  the 
shipment  of  inanrgent  gold  upon  the 
VesQvins,  Mr.  Magee  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  consular  service. 

Expnssses  satisfaction  of  President  with 
juat  rindioation  by  British  government,  of 
Its  anthority  and  honor  in  oaee  of  Veau- 

ar.     3    Has  oommnnicated  Hr.  Seward's  n«te,  oc 

cerning  diamlssal  of  Mr.  Haeee  from 
Britiah  oonsnlor  aervjce,  to  Lord  Boesell. 
Mar.  0  Indosea  Ma  acknowledgment  of  Lord  Bna- 
sell's  note  in  regard  to  diamiasal  of  Mr. 
Magee. 


^dbyGoOgle 


EinrOBOBllElIT  OF  NEtTTEALnT. 

MB.  MALLOBrS  REPORT. 


Mr.  Seward  to 
Ur.  JlOmdm. 

Mi.  Adams  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Mr.    Seward    to 


Feb.     1 
Feb.    18 


Eeati«titiii2  that  the  inclosed  tiopy  of  & 

HRllory's  report,  as  tnsurgcnt  secretary  of 
navy,  be  laid  before  Ixird  Riieaell,  as 
evidence  eufflcieut  t«  remove  all  doubt 
lingering  ever  objects  of  builders  of  the 
steam  rams  recently  detained  in  British 
ports.  The  effect  of  this  docameot  apon 
poblio  sentimeat  in  United  States,  and 
neceositf  for  action  on  part  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain to  remove  oaoses  or  growing  ill  feel- 
ing between  the  two  coantriea. 

InclMes  newspaper  extracts  ttom  reports  of 
insurgent  secretaries  of  treasury  and 
navy,  and  states  that  he  has  sent  similar 
extracts  to  Ciovemor  (General  of  Canada. 

Incloses  what  purports  to  be  complete  copy 
of  report  of  secretary  of  insurgent  navy. 


directions  to  use  the  docnment  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  nndeoeive  the 
British  government,  as  to  the  schemes  and 
acts  of  rebels. 

Will  present  extracts  from  report  of  rebel 
secretary  of  the  navy  to  Loid  Russell. 
British  sentiment  concerning  the  ont- 
raceons  plota  of  rebels. 

Suspicion  as  to  gennineneas  of  the  pre- 
tended report  of  the  rebel  secretary  of 
the  navy,  induce  Mr,  Adama  to  delay 
transmission  of  complete  copy  to  E<ord 
BuBsetl,  until  receipt  of  Airther  news 
from  America. 

As  no  doubt  seems  to  be  entertained  by  Mr. 
Seward  of  genuineness  of  report  attrib- 
nted  to  Mr.  Mallory,  insnrgont  secretary 
of  the  navy,  a  oomuleto  copy  has  been 
sent  to  Lord  RusseU.  Incloses  his  note 
to  Lord  BuflBclI  upon  the  subject. 

lacloseg  Lord  RussoU's  acknowledgment  of 
Mr.  Adams'  note  in  regard  to  pretended  re- 
port of  Mr.  Mallory,  insurgent  secretary 
of  the  navy. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to 
BDthenticity  of  the  report  of  S.  K.  Mallory. 

Lord  Russell's  reply  to  Mr.  Adams  io  regard 
to  the  Tepresentations  contained  in  the 
pretended  report  of  S.  R.  Hallory.  The 
ffenulneness  of  the  report  is  denied  by 
Lientenant  Maury.  Movements  of  ini — 
gent  vessels  of  war  in  British  waters. 

The  United  6Cat«e  are  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Maury's  denial  of  the  authenticity  of  Mr. 
Mallory's  report,  bnt  that  is  not  deemed 
Bufflcient  to  discredit  its  publication.  It 
is  regretted  that  British  government  still 
regards  it  necessary  to  consider  the  rebels 
entitled  to  belligerent  rights. 

Has  discovered  that  Mr.  Beach,  of  the  New 
Tork  Sun,  wrote  the  protended  report  of 


EKFOBCnUCBItT  OF  XEUTSALITr. 
CASE  OF  THE  AUPHION— THE  HAWX. 


1864. 
April    7 


8.  R.  I£«lloi7,  inBorgent  Becretaiy  of  the 
a  of  apnriou 


inieated  in  form 


ohu'BctH'  of  Mnlloiy's  report  to  Lonl  Riu- 
sell,  but  IB  ooDvliiced  that  BtatetneiiU  cou- 
tained  therein  are  in  moat  instances  au- 
thentic, TncloBea  his  commas iCHtioa  to 
LoTd  Bnasell  npon  the  subject,  and  the  de- 
bat«  in  ForUament. 


CASE  OF  THE  AUPHION. 


Hr.    SewftTd   to 


Hr.    8«w»Td 


April    7 
April    8 


Incloaea  oon«epondeDa«  witb  Loid  Bnsaell 
in  regard  to  the  supposed  outfit  of  the 
war  steamer  Amphion,  sold  hj  the  British 
govemmenC 

Incloses  Lord  Bnssell's  note,  stating  that 
thore  is  nothiog  to  show  that  the  Amphion 
is  bciug  active^  fitted  out  for  sea,  or  that 
a  TiolatloD  of  the  foreign  eolistment  act 
is  contemplated. 

Approval  of  proeaedings  fn  eaae  of  Amphion, 
and  satisfaction  with  Loid  BusAell's  trunk 
reply. 

Incloses  Lord  Bosaell's  report  of  result  of 
further  investigation  into  character  and 
purposes  of  Amphion,  but  there  is  no  evi- 
to  show  that  any  violation  of  for- 


hoping  that  the  apprehensloDB  entertained 
in  regard  to  the  Amphion  may  preve 
gronndleos,  as  Lord  Kusaelt  authurlEBS 
United  States  to  suppose. 


CASE  OF  THE  HAWK. 


Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Hnssell 
in  nward  to  a  steam  vessel  fitting  out  at 
Renfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  She  is  called  the 
Hawk,  and  there  is  suspicion  that  she  is 
intended  to  carry  on  hostilities  against 
commerce  of  United  States. 

Further  correspondence  with  Lord  Bnasell 
in  rward  to  the  character  and  purpoaes  of 
the  Hawk.    Description  of  her  construo- 


parture  of  steamer  Hawk,  laden  with  iron 
and  steel  hars  and  merchaudise  of  appar- 
ently innocent  character.  Her  construo- 
tioo,  npon  Bxaminatiun,  didnotjtutiiy  toM. 


BNFOBCEHENT  OP  ITEDTBAZiITr. 
CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HEBCULES— THE  TIBQINU. 


1864.  picioD  that  she  was  intended  for  war  Tee- 

Feb.  16  Indoaee  ooirespondeDoe  with  Lord  Bnssell 
on  the  Bvbjacte  of  ontflta  of  Tesseli  for  ac- 
couot  of  rebels.  The  Hawk,  the  City  of 
Bichmond,  and  the  Rattleenake,  are  de- 
•cribed  as  suspicious  Teasels.  The  shipment 
of  persons  from  London  fbr  employment 
in  insurgent  seirice  is  disoassed. 


CASES  OF  THE  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES. 


Incloses  coireBpondence  witb  Lord  BosseJl 
in  rerard  to  outfits  of  Teasels  for  account 
of  rebels.  Mr.  Dndtey's  statement  in  refer- 
ence t<i  the  construction  of  b  vessel  called 
the  Hercules,  at  Dumbarton,  for  purpose 
of  carrjring  on  wai  agaJnat  United  States. 
Testimony  is  submitted showingoharooter 
of  crew  of  Ajaz,  a  Teasel  having  similar 
purpose.  Enlistment  of  British  crews  to 
man  rebel  priTateera,  in  oases  of  Alabama 
andAJox. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Hr.Bnmley,  in 
regard  to  the  prompt  exercise  of  precan- 
tioD  to  prevent  vitiation  of  British  neu- 
trality in  the  island  of  Bermuda,  by  the 
rebel  privateer  AJax.  Lientenant-gover- 
□or  of  Bermuda  assures  United  States  that 
every  viKilance  will  be  used  to  prevent 
and  punlsli  a  breach  of  law  shonld  it  be 
attempted  or  take  place- 


Incloees  correspondence  with  Lord  Bussell 
iu  regard  to  outQts  of  vessels  for  account 
of  rebels.  Mr.  Morse's  description  nf  out- 
fit and  character  of  the  Virginia  and 
the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny  accompanies  the 
communication. 


EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL. 


Transfer  of  the  armament  of  the  City  of 

Bichmond  to  the  Olinde  iron-clod  steainer, 
escaped  from  Nantes.  Her  appearance  in 
harbor  of  Comnna  under  name  of  Stone- 
wall. Her  origin  and  history.  UnseO' 
worthy  character  will  prevent  her  reach- 
ing America  in  any  shi^  to  do  iiijury. 


ENFOBCEMENT  OP  SEUTBALITT. 
EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL— Continned. 


Inolosefl  Mr.  Dndley'e  dispatcli  in  regard  to 
City  of  Richmond,  alleg^  to  have  oanied 
ont  and  triuiaferrea  to  otonenrall  ita  arm- 
nt,  Hiippliea,  and  crew,  and  also  to  the 
ementa  of  tue  steamer  Laurel,  alias  the 
Confederate  States, 

Beview  of  the  circnmstaocea  attending  the 
cniise  of  the  StonewaU  from  port  to  port 
on  the  European  coast,  which  assure  the 
United  States  of  her  powerless  character. 
Is  satisfied  that  proceedings  of  maritime 
governments,  In  regard  to  her  reception, 
were  adopted  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  for 
United.  States. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick's  report,  con- 
cerning the  armament  of  the  Stonewall  by 
the  City  of  Richmond,  the  arrival  of  the 
last  mentioned  vessel  at  Nassan,  and  the 
disclosure  of  the  purpose  of  the  Stonewall 
to  deetroy  Portsuionth,  New  Hampshire. 
Bequeste  that  the  participation  of  the  City 
of  Richmond  In  thb  armament  of  the  Stone- 
wall may  be  made  known  to  British  gov- 
ernment. 

Transmits  dispatch  from  United  States  con- 
sul, at  Bermuda,  in  regard  to  the  presence 
there  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida, 
and  other  men  under  the  charge  of  a  rebel 
ageDt,wsitingtoslupoD  rebel  vessels;  also 
i^rther  information  as  to  transfer  from 
steamer  City  of  Richmond  of  men,  aims, 
and  ammunition,  to  the  Stonewall. 

Incloses  Mr.  Harvey's  telegram  in  regard  to 
the  order  of  Portugese  government,  pto- 
hibiting  Stonewall  to  remain  in  Lisbon 
harbor. 

In  regard  to  movements  of  Stonewall 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
injuries  impending  from  the  part  taken  by 
the  City  of  mchmoad  in  omung  the  Stone- 
wall. 

Incloses  dispat^ib  from  Mr.  Dabney  in  re^iid 
to  appearance  of  Stonewall,  at  Teneriffe, 
where  she  remained  twentj-four  hours  and 
took  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  coal. 
Description  of  her  armament  and  crew. 

Incloses  correspondence  concerning  testi- 
mony elicited  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and 
Robert  Green,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  City 
of  Richmond,  regarding 


n  and  munitions  to  Stonewall. 

d  Rnssell's  note  in  record  t«  the 

ontflt  of  vessels  In  British  ports  for  employ- 
ment in  insurgent  service  in  violation  of 
Queen's  neutrality.  6ta(«ment  of  Mr. 
Adams  in  regard  to  participation  of  City  of 
Richmond  in  conveying  armament  t« 
Stonewall,  and  other  matters  pertinent  to 

Seneral  subject,  are  recapitulated.  Mr. 
dams  refers  to  prolwble  discussion  of  snh- 
jeot  tn  Parliament.  Is  preparing  reply  M 
Lord  Russell's  note.  'H 


A  o— n ^TOL.  n 


ENFOBCEHENT  OF  NEUTRALITT. 
CASE  OF  THE  PAHraBO. 


No. 

From  whom  aiid 
to  whom. 

Dftte. 

Sulfject 

i 

1866. 

Mr.HontertoSir 

May    13 

Tbe  anchorage  of  the  Stonewall  aeaiNaaean, 

188 

F.Bruce, 

to  restore  United  States  schooner,  captured 
in  Clieaapeake  Ba;,  indDces  the  President 

to  aaHoaie  that  the  time  has  now  arrived 
when  the  United  States  must  eipect  for- 
eign powers  no  longer  to  extend  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  those  plunderers 
and  buraere  of  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

Sir  F.  Brace  to 

May    20 

DoubtH  the  authority  of  governors  of  British 

188 

Mr.  HnntM. 

rights  where  they  are  under  positive  in- 
strottions  from  imperial  government;  does 
notdoubt  the  neighborly  spiritof  Governor 
RawMU.and  has  transmitted  to  him  the 

flying  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

1466 

Mr.    Hnntei    to 
Mr.  Adanm. 

June  SI 

Incloses  note  from  Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  con- 
taining deposition  of  six  of  the  crew  of  the 
City  of  Richmond,  in  aupport,  of  a  state- 
ment made  by  Pratt  and  Green,  in  regard 

189 

to  the  complicity  of  the  City  of  Richmond 

iu  the  armament  of  the  Stonewall. 

W17 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 

July  20 

Incloses  Consul  Morse's  dispatch,  covering 
five  dapositions,  showing  part  taken  by  the 

191 

Sew&rd. 

steamer  City  of  Richmond  in  supplj-ing 

Stonewall  with  equipment  and  crew. 

1501 

Mr.    Hunter    to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Ang.     5 

Ackuowldgmentofthe  depositions  obtained 
byConsul  Morse  in  the  caseof  the  City  of 
Richmond. 

200 

CASE  OF  THE  PAMPERO. 


Hr.  Dudley  ti 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  U 
Mr.Senard. 


isnrecnt  b 

Has  addressed  letters  to  consuls  in  several 
European  countries,  in  regard  tt 
tion  of  iron-clad  by  George  and  James 
Thompson,  near  Glasgow,  and  inquiring 
whctliertlie  govemmeiits  from  which  they 
hail  received  their  exequaturs,  w 
ested  in  the  vessel- 
Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell, 
respecting  obtain  operations  of  the  iel>ele 
in  fitting  out  an  armed  vessel  at  Glas- 
gow. 
Formidable  steam-vessel  on  stocks  at  Glas- 
gow, constructing  for  rebels.    Mr.  Dudley 
reports  five  other  smaller  ones  building 
there  for  same  purpose. 
Description  of  the  vessel  bnilding  at  Glas- 
gow, known  as  the  Canton. 
Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell 
in  regard  to  the  Canton,  bnililing  at  Glas- 
gow, for  the  rebels. 


.  =db,C",ooglc 


ESPOECEMENT  Or  NETTEALnT. 
CASE  OF  THE  PAUPERO— CoDUnaed. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject. 

1 

1863. 

ITS 

Mr.    Dndloy    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Oct.     29 

Description  of  the  Canton;  visit  of  the  Brit- 
ieh  CDstorae  officers  to  inspect  the  vessel, 
and  probable  character  of  their  report. 
Evidences  of  her  warlike  pnrpoee. 

207 

181 

do 

Mot.    12 

Application  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to 
prevent  sailing  of  the  Pampero,  lato  Can- 

209 

Pecnliaritied  of  her  constractioa  and  dan- 

gerona  character. 

Hr.    Adams     to 

Nov.    19 

depositions  procured  by  Mr.  Underwood 

309 

Mr.  Seward. 

touching  outfit  of  the  steamer  Pampero, 
alias  Canton. 
British  government  have  instmcted  one  of 

1« 

Mr.     Dndley    to 

Not.    S4 

217 

Mr.  Seward. 

their  officials  at  Glasgow  to  iuqniie  into 
construction  of  Pampero.     Detention  of 

and  outfit  of  the  steamer. 

SGS 

Mr.     Adanu    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Dec.     10 

Earl  RusseU  says  that  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  bad  come  to  the  conclusion  to  sus- 
tain proceedings  gainst  the  veesel  ealled 
the  Pampero,  at  GlaBgow. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Kussoll  transmitting 

318 

556 

do 

Dec.    11 

S18 

depositions    from    Mr.    Underwood,    the 

United  States  consul  at  Glasgow,  in  the 
case   of    the    Pampero.     Lord    RukscU's 

1864. 
Jan.      1 

acknowledgment  is  also  appended. 

565 

do 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to 

2S3 

the  arrival  from  the  United  States  of  sea- 

men and  officers  who  propose  to  run  the 

Pampero  out  of  Glftsgow  and  employ  her 
in  insurgent  service.    Lord  KusseU's  ac- 

knowledgment is  also  appended. 
Acknowledging  dispatches  concerning  the 
Pamiwro,  and  receipt  of  telegram  announc- 

eo3 

Mr.    Sowatd    to 

Jan.      6 

224 

Mr.  Adams. 

ing  the  detention  of  the  Pampero  by  the 

Bntish  government. 

565 

Mr.      Adams     to 

Jan.    26 

The  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Pampero  will 

234 

Mr.  Sewaid. 

come  OH  in  the  British  courts  in  about  a 
mouth.   The  iron-clad  ram,  building  in  the 
same  yard  at  Glasgow,  has  been  purchased 
by  the  Danish  govemraout. 

ffiS 

do 

Mar.   23 

Progress  of  the  proceediugs  in  Pampero  case 
in  the  Scotch  court*.    Probable  difference 

SSB 

of  opinion  among  the  law  lords  in  the  ap- 

pealed  case   respecting   the  Alexandra. 
Slip  from  Morning  Star  in  regard  to  the 

Alexaadra  case. 

906 

Mr.    Seward    to 

April    7 

The  just  npinious  so  clearly  eiproBsed  by  the 

22r 

Hr.Adama. 

Scotch  court  in  the  Pampuro  case  augment 
the  regret  that  United  SUt^jsfoels  that  the 

cause  of  international  peace  and  harmony 

has  suffered  so  deeply  ftom  the  want  of 

equal  clearness  and  decision  in  the  pro- 

ceedings of  the  courts  of  London  in  the 

Alexandra  case. 

eu 

Mr.     Adams    to 

April    7 

ssa 

Mr.  Seward. 

that  it  had  been  built  for  rebels.  Tbe  build- 
ers are  ready  to  give  bonds  that  the  Pamr, 
pero,  if   released,  wiU  not  go  into  ieb«l> 

.,^^K, 

>gle 

EHPOECBMBNT  OF  NEUTEALnT. 
CASES  OF  THE  PHANTOM  AND  THE  80UTHEENEE. 


Deacribea  the  aiTBDgeiiient  by  wliich  tlia 
Pampero  is  to  be  prevented  from  eutering 
the  iusnrgent  service,  and  ile  effect  to  re- 
lease all  tlie  money  in  her  belonging  to  the 
insorgents,  which  will  enable  the  rebels  to 
invest  it  in  some  other  vesseL 


CASES  OF  THE  PHANTOM  AMD  TEtE  80UTHEKNER. 


do 


1863. 
April    3 

April 

9 

May 

15 

June 

3 

June 

5 

June 

10 

June 

12 

lees 

Deo. 

12 

ISK 
Mar. 

13 

April 

22 

Jnne 

3 

June 

6 

Cotreapondeuce  between  Earl  RuseeU,  Mr. 
Adame,  and  Hr.  Dndley  in  relation  to  the 
improper  outfit  and  movements  of  two 
Bt«(unere,  the  Phantom  and  the  Southerner. 

Incloses  copies  of  three  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  himself 
m  relation  to  the  Phantom  and  Southerner. 
I-onI  Russell  promises  that  strict  watch 
■will  be  kept  as  regards  both  vessels. 

Incloses  bis  own  affidavit  ae  to  the  suspicions 
circumatances  attending  the  construction 
of  the  Phantom.  The  SClly,  built  at  Pref 
ton,  is  also  regarded  as  a  suspicious  vessel. 

The  steamer  Phantom  has  taken  in  iguinine 
and  is  said  to  have  gunB  concealed  in  her 
bold.  Nassau,  it  is  supposed,  will  bo  her 
flrat  destination. 

Incloses  notes  which  transmit  to  Lord  Rus- 
sell affidavits  showing  the  character  and 
S:irpoBes  of  the  steamer  Phantom.  Lord 
nssell's  acknowledgments  thereof  and 
assnrancesrolativeto  the  obstacles  tj)  the 
reception  by  the  Phantom  of  an  armameut . 

Shipment  and  contract  of  the  crew  for  the 
Phantom.  Shehasreceived  on  board  eight 
large  cases,  supposed  to  contain  shot. 

Previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Phantom  for 
Nassau,  en  route  to  Cbarleeton,  a  register 
for  ber  was  taken  out  at  Liverpool  customs 
in  the  name  of  William  Thompson  Mann. 

In  regard  to  the  conatmotion  and  iron-plat- 
ing of  &  BQspicionB  vessel  bolldiug  at 
Stockton. 

The  vessel  building  at  Stockton  has  been 
launched  and  named  the  Routbemer. 

Incloses  affldavltB  in  tbe  oaae  of  steamer 
Sonthemer,bnildiuK  at  Stockton,  showing 
that  Teasel  to  be  building  for  Eraser,  Tren- 
holm  &  Co.,  and  under  tlie  saperiutoud- 
ence  of  Captain  Botcher. 

Incloses  letter  describing  oonstmctlon  of 
steamer  Sontbemer. 

Incloses  affidavits  and  conespondence  with 
Lord  Bnaaell  in  regard  to  tbe  pnipoasB  of 


BNTOECEMENT  OP  NEUTEALITT. 
CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 


Sir.  Dndle:r  b 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Daytoa  b 
Mr.  Sewud. 


tbe  snspicioiu  ateamer  Sonthemei,  build' 
ing  at  StocktOD  on  Teea. 

June  10  Aa  to  the  infortnatioii  olitBiiied  by  one  of  Mr. 
Dndlej''B  men  ia  regard  to  the  fittings  and 
appearaace  of  the  Southerner. 

Jane  18  lucloseBreplyof  liordBosaelt  toMr.  Adamn's 
commnnication  covering  depositions  "' 
Laugley  and,  Blakiston  in  regard  to 
SouUiemer.  The  law  advisers  of  the 
Crown  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidenoe 
supplied  by  the  statements  is  insoEBcient. 
Promisea  that  British  govemmeilt  will  en- 
deavor to  prevent  hei  equipment  contrary 

Incloaee  letter  fiom  Commodore  Thab^he^  in 
regard  to  tbe  preparation  of  the  South- 
erner to  cmise  against  the  American  c< 
nerce  in  the  Mediteranean.  Reasons 
the  presence  of  another  United  States  ves- 
sel of  large  size  in  Eoropean  waters.  Lord 
Russell  states  that  the  admiralty  anrrey- 
or,  npon  fully  examining  the  Southerner, 
reports  that  nothing  is  found  to  warraol 
BUppoaition  that  that  vessel  was  intended 
for  belligerent  purposes. 

Aug.     7     Southerner  clearad  on  the  evening  of  the  61 
under  command  of  M.  J.  BiitehJer. 

Oct.  6  Mr.  KingBbury'a,  United  States  conani,  ao- 
count  of  the  appearance  of  the  Souther 
at  Algiers,  laden  with  cotton  and  Qy 
the  Eiiglish  dag,  sailing  under  an  Engl 
regiater  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Butcher. 


CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 


Lannch  hyWillam  C.  Miller  &,  Son  of  a  sun- 
boat  building  for  the  confederates.  Char- 
acter of  the  vessel.  Has  retained  counsel 
to  prevent  vessel  from  sailing.  Tlie  oper- 
ation of  the  policy  of  the  Rntiab  govern- 
emment  will  render  it  difficult  to  procure 
evidHncc  euCBcient  to  dutoin  the  ahip. 
.  Mar,  SO  Prosecution  of  a  dfisign  to  prevent  aailinB 
of  the  Aleiandra.  Incloses  Mr,  Lush'a 
opinion  of  this  case. 
April  3  Transmits  copies  of  notes  to  Lord  Russell, 
and  acconipanying  affidavits,  in  regard  to 
the  equipnieut  of  tbe  steamer  Alexandra 
in  Britisli  waters  with  a  view  to  iier  em- 
ployment as   a  privateer  in  confederate 

Announces  seiznreof  the  Alexandra  by  Brit- 
ish authorities.  It  is  safe  b>  infer  from 
this  fact  that  British  government  is  die- 
posed  to  maintain  its  neutrality. 

Newspaper  announcement  of  seizure  of  Alex- 
andra. lO' ' 


ENFOHCEMENT  OF  NEUTEALITT. 
CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA— Continaed. 


do , 


April    9 
April  11 


April  21 
April  22 


CircumstaDCCB  attending  seizare  of  the  Alei- 
tuidraoDil  le)(al  proceertin^  instituted  witli 


Trausniits  con'eapandenc«  witli  Lonl  Rii«seU 
and  Mr.  Dudley  in  regard  to  an  investigO' 
tii>D  of  tile  facts  upon  n'hidi  the  neizure 
of  the  Alexandra  waa  made.  ThecvidGnce 
to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  tlie  lanyei 
of  the  Dritish  Eo^emment.  Has  commu 
uicnted  to  Karl  Russell  informatiou  tliat 
the  lawyers  reprosentinE  the  Uuiteii  States 
are  ready  to  take  simuItAneoaB  action  to 
sustain  proceedings  for  condemnation  of 
Aiexandra,  under  tlie  6th  section  of  enlist- 
ment act,  provided  it  will  not  derange  the 
mvasnres  adopted  hy  British  goTemnient. 

Incloses  Lord  Eusselrs  note  relative  to  the 
iuHtnictione  conunonioated  to  the  mayor 
of  Liverpool,  to  investigate  caseof  the  Al- 
exandra. 

William  C.  Miller,  the  seniormember  of  the 
firm  of  WHliam  C.  Miller  &.  Sous,  huild- 
ots  of  the  Florida  and  Alexandra,  is  gf 
ernmeut  ofQcer  at  Liverpool.  Persons  c< 
nocted  with  the  finns  of  the  bnUders  of  the 
Florida  and  Alabama  are  ofBce-hoIden ; 
one  a  memboT  of  Plirliameut,  the  other  an 
ofHcer  of  the  customs. 

Want  of  interest  displayed  by  government 
ofBcials  in  assisting  in  prosecuting  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra.  Advantage  of  a 
civil  suit  over  a  criminal  one  in  tliis  in- 
stance. Apparent  tendency  of  the  govern- 
ment tactics. 

Has  informed  Lord  Enasell  that  the  lawyers 
for  Unitod  States,  in  case  of  Alexandra, 
are  ready  to  proceed  OD  British  judgment 
of  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Dudley 
states  that  the  British  government  have 
decided  upon  prosecuting  the  offenders 
criminallj.  Fromtbeaympathyevinccdfo" 
the  builders  of  the  Alexandra,  ne  is  doubt 
ful  of  any  successful  result  to  (he  trial. 

Motion  of  Mr.  HorsfaU,  member  from  Livor- 


with  tlie  Mersey  st«cl  and  ii 
works,  an  establishment  which  has  mode 
Dearly  all  ttie  iron  plat«s  for  the  Southerner, 
including  tboee  for  the  rams  now  building 
by  the  Lairds. 

le  glad  to  learn  that  British  government 
disposed  to  consider  evidence  in  regard  to 
the  fitting  ont  of  hostile  ex)>editioDe. 

Expression  of  satisfaction  <nith  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
Alexandra. 

Reviews  the  proceedings  instituted  in 
Alexandra  case.    The  resposiUility  of  tlie 
British  ministry  in  the  matter,  and  the 


ENPOBCBMENT  OP  NEUTKALITY. 
CASE  OF  THE  AI^XANDBA^— Continued. 


Mr.    Dndlej*    to 


April  84 
April  30 


Hay    22 


tendency  to  do  what  is  tight  to  prese 
peace  between  United  States  and  Engls 

ApproTing  Mi.  Adams's  proceedings,  : 
KtBrroing  on  behalf  of  the  President  the 
expremrons  of  satisfaction  vhich  hare 
been  made  io  Lord  Rnssell. 

The  course  of  the  British  government  re- 
mores  the  necessity  for  carrying  ont  "~ 
Seward's  instmctioDa  to  preseat  rem 
etiances  against  its  non-action.  Incloses 
his  note  to  Lord  RusseU  in  regard  to  the 
wttlidrawal  of  the  United  Stales  from  a 
participation  in  the  prosecutions  connected 
with  the  Alexandra. 

In  reeard.  to  the  preparation  of  the  evidence 
in  the  esse  of  the  Alexandra.  The  action 
of  the  British  gOTemment  in  permitting 
tdie  burden  of  proof  to  &I1  npon  United 
Bt«te«.  The  improper  betrayal  by  the 
detective  placed  in  comnnnlcation  with 
Mr.  Dudley,  of  information  confided  to 
him  to  a  memberof  the  Southern  Club,  an 
inaorgent  oi^anlzation.  Correspondence 
with  Mr.  Aduns  on  tliesubject  is  inclosed. 

Arrival  of  Mr.  Evart«  in  Iiondon,  and  his 
commnnlcation  with  all  the  parties  en- 
gaged on  this  side  of  the  water  in  the 
preparation  of  evidence,  or  in  giving 
advice  in  the  matter  of  vceaels  fitting  ont 
for  the  nse  of  rebels.  Has  been  informed 
that  British  government  intend  to  proceed 

rinat  vessel,  and  not  the  persons,  and 
I  the  case  is  to  be  tried  by  specialjury 
in  the  court  of  excheqiier.  Prospects  of 
eaccess  are  not  good.  Purchase  of  steam- 
ers on  rebel  account  continues. 

Tranxportatlon  to  Loudon  of  munitions  of 
war,  and  gatis,  wliich  were  made  for  the 
use  of  the  Alexandra. 

Tone  of  the  remark  of  the  British  attorney 
general  in  regard  to  the  dispatch  of  wit- 
nesses to  London,  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  Alexandra.  Keluctance  exhibited  by 
government  otBciala  iu  tie  prosecution. 

Announcement  of  the  attorney  Eeuersl  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Alexandra 
case  would  probably  como  to  trial  on  the 
]5th  Inst-ant.    Movements  of  rebel  agents. 

Regiets  that  the  prospects  that  rebel  arma- 
ments will  be  prevented  by  British  gov- 
ernment are  not  as  hopeful  aa  at  the  time 
of  the  detention  of  the  Alexandra.  Hopes 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will  be 
enabled  t«  enlarge  United  States  Sa,vy,  so 
as  to  meet  the  augmenting  force  of  the 
insuiwuts. 

Trial  ofthe  Alexandra  to  t»k6  place  on  the 
22dof  June.  Reasons  for  leeling  that  it 
will  not  have  aresnlt  that  will  be  decisive 
of  the  mayitenauce  of  cordiality  between 
the  two  countries  in  regard  t«  nitnre  out- 
fits.   The  great  issue  that  yet  rems^^',|^> 
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Mr.    Seward    br 


Ur.    Adams    k> 
Mr.  Seward. 

July 

31 

Mr.    Seward  to 
Mr.  Adams. 

Aug. 

13 

Mr.    Adams    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Not. 

6 

upon 
^  Liv*rpool    and    Glasgow.       Mr. 

Evarts  hopes  for  fevorabla  results. 

Jury  in  Alesamlra  caae  liava  raudered  ver- 
dict in  favor  of  defendauta,  tbcrebj-  re- 
leasinff  the  vessel.  The  chief  haron  said 
Briti^  suhjects  might  buiU  as  many  war 
vessels  as  thej-  i>leased  for  either  of  the 
I>elligereDts,  provided  they  did  uot  arm 
them  in  England. 

Comments  upon  the  decision  of  the  jndee 
in  the  Alexandra  case.  Exceptions  of  the 
government ;  will  can?  the  case  np  to 
the  full  bench,  with  an  intention,  if  neces- 
sary, to  take  an  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  Necessity  that  the  obligation  up- 
on the  United  States  and  EugUud  in  re- 
gard to  neutrality  should  be  rociprocaL 
Needs  of  United  States  Navy. 

Acknowledging  receipt  of  the  report  of  the 
trial  of  the  Alexandra.  Views  of  the 
President  tonchiug  the  decision  of  the 
judge  and  the  possible  conftrmation  of  it 
m  the  court  of  thelastreeort.  Reviewstbe 
measures  of  defense  forced  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Uuited'  States  by  the 
decision ;  to  chase  the.  vessels  into 
British  ports  and  consninmale  their  cap- 
ture. Encoura^ng  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  United  Stat«s  Navy  and  Army. 

Thinks  that  the  present  time  is  not  propi- 
tious for  pressing  the  views  contained  in 
Mr.  Seward's  dispatch.  No.  651,  upon  the 
attention  of  the  British  government. 

The  situation  alluded  to  in  dispat«h  No.  651 
is  relieved  by  the  hopes  authorized  to  be 
indnlged  in  regard  to  the  delenUon  of  all 
suspiciona  vessels  until  the  decision  as  to 
the  Alexandra. 

The  courao  of  the  chief  baron  in  refusing 
to  sign  the  bill  of  exceptions.  Incloses 
the  proceedings  in  the  Alexandra  case,  in 
the  court  of  uxcliequer,  on  the  question  of 
appeal.  The  singular  intimation  that  the 
chief  baroD  had  l>een  assimilating  his 
doctrine  to  that  which  he  supposed  to 
have  been  announced  by  the  first  min- 
ister of  the  Crown,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. The  change  in  the  le^aJ  advisers 
of  the  Crown  is  made  perceptible  in  these 
proceedings  on  appeal  of  the  case.  In- 
closes leader  from  Globe  and  is  hopeful  of 
a  better  final  result. 

Slow  progress  in  thi^  Alesandni  trial.  Trans- 
mits report  of  the  triaL 

Expresses  satisfaction  to  find  that  the  in- 
t«r^retation  given  to  mtinicipat  and  inter- 
nationallaws,  on  former  trial  of  Alexan- 
dra, is  deemed  tf)  require  judicial  rei^in- 
sideration. 

Transmits  further  proceedings  in  Alexandra 
case.    Progress  of  the  triaL 
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Anival  of  Hr.  ETarto,  and  decision  in  Ales- 
andra  ca«e.  Arrangement  for  appeal  sub- 
pende  the  matter  for  some  time  longer,  a 
resDit  not  altogetbei  diaodTantageoiiB. 
SpeecbeB  in  Paniainent  show  that  gym- 
patlif  with  rebels  is  waning.  Has  seen 
notice  that  the  case  of  Pampero  will  aoon 
be  brou|;ht  iiito  c^urt. 

Snppoaex  that  the  delay  in  the  cose  of  the 
Alexandra,  and  the  appeal  thereon  to  the 
conrt  of  exchequer,  are  regarded  by  the 
British  goTemmeat  as  not  unfavorable  to 
the  policy  they  have  adopted  to  prevent 
the  levying  of  naval  war  from  British 
ports  against  the  United  States. 

The  queetioQ  on  the  appeal  from  the  deci- 
eion  of  the  conrt  of  exchequer,  in  the  case 
of  the  Alexaudro,  will  come  up  for  con- 
Bideration  on  Satorday,  before  the  court 
of  exchequer  chamber.  Activity  exhibit- 
ed in  fitting  ont  blockaiie  runners.  Pre- 
psratlons  for  the  departure  of  the  Kan- 
garoo with  MaBOQ,  BiideU,  and  other  pas- 
sengers. 

Has  attended  debate  in  Parliament  on 
Queen's  speech.  Actnal  temner  towards 
United  States  In  Parliament  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  materially  changed.  It  is 
merely  subdued  by  the  sense  of  a  more 
immediate  and  dauKerous  compllcatjoa. 

Transmits  reports  of  mrther  prticeedings  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  The  British 
government  has  been  again  foiled  in  its 
puipose  to  gain  from  the  higher  courts  a 

tadfcial  exposition  of  the  enlistment  act, 
<y  interposition  of  technical  objections  to 
the  process. 
The  publication  of  diplomatic  papers,  annex- 
ed to  the  Prosideut's  message,  has  elicited 
much  comment  in  Parliament  and  iu  the 
newspapers.  Mr.  Adams  reviews  tlie  rea- 
sons fur  not  presenting  Mr.  SawanVs  tlireat- 
ening  viowH  to  Lord  Russell.  Continental 
complications  give  rise  to  new  views  as  to 
the  proper  conduct  of  the  British  govern- 
ment tj) wards  America. 
Seasons  for  the  preparation  of  instruction 
No.  651,  which  foruis  the  subject  of  parlia- 
mentary criticism,  and  reasons  for  tlie  pub- 
lication of  the  diplomatic  correspondence. 
May  inform  Lord  Rusaell  that  President 
withdraws  what  ma;  seem  to  be  menaces 
in  instruction  No.  651. 
There  is  no  occasion  to  question  wisdom  and 
propriety  of  Mr.Adoms's  proceedings  in  re- 
gard to  Mr.  Seward's  instruction  651.  No 
reasons  could  have  excused  the  department 
for  withholding  the  instruction  from  Con- 
Transmits  report  of  proceedings  in  House  of 
Lords  on  the  appeal  in  the  AJtei 
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luterview  with  Lord  Rnaaell  in  leftard  to  the 
pniflecution  of  the  Alexandra  case.  Lord 
Biiaaell  admits  that  the  result  seemed  ex- 
trftordioary. 

,  April  8  Bfr.  Bvtuis  still  at  Rome.  Transmits  report 
of  decision  of  House  of  Lords  on  the  ap- 
peal in  tbe  Alexandria  earn.  Comments 
thereon. 

April  27  Tlie  Alexandra  has  been  fbrmally  handed 
over  to  the  attorney  of  the  claimants  by 
the  collector  «f  customs.  It  isqnite  likely 
the  owners  may  carry  out  their  original 
int«ntion  and  make  a  privateer  of  her. 

April  98  Restoration  of  theAlexandra  to  herWminal 
onnere.  Haa  an  impression  that  the  ves- 
sel will  be  sent  away  to  receive  her  arma- 

Jnly  $  Alterations  in  the  interior  fittings  of  the 
ganboat  Alexandra. 
.  Jnly  9  Inclosefl  pLotographs  of  tbe  Alexandra.  Hot 
finish  indicates  a  blockade  nmner.  Her 
destination  is  eitber  Bermuda  or  Nasaan, 
where  she  may  be  eaBJly  (dtered  to  a 
privateer. 
The  Alexandra  was  moving  ont  of  tlio  river 
on  tbe  Jfith  of  July,  d5»  not  doubt  but 
that  she  was  then  on  her  way  to  Nassan, 
or  some  southern  port.  Tbe  guns  origin- 
ally intended  for  the  steamer  were  recently 
shipped  for  Nassoa  on  the  schooner  Cam- 

The  arrival  of  the  Mary,  (formerly  the  Alex- 
ajidra,)  at  Halifax,  susceBte  tbe  propriety 
of  communicating  vrUh  tbe  governor  of 
Nova  Sootia,  so  that  the  hostile  designs  of 
that  vessel  against  the  United  States  may 
not  be  carri^  ioto  effect  from  any  port 
'tbin  Jurisdiction  of  the  govomoT. 


Mr.  Eeward  t 
Mr.  Bnmley. 

Mr.  Burnley  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


Oct.    20 

Deo.  aa 


0  difficulty   Ukuly 
of 


The  United  States  appreciate  tbe 
the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia.. 

Inclosing  dispal«h  from  thecoveniorof  New 
Providence,  stating  that  tAe  seizure  of  the 
steamer  Mary,  Into  Alexandra,  had  beeu 
ordered  for  violation  of  the  seventh  clause 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Has  authorized  Mr.  Adams  to  express  satis- 
faction to  her  Majesty's  govemraeut,  with 
tbe  prompt  action  whichhas  been  adopted 
in  tbe  ease  of  the  Mary. 

In  regard  to  tbo  action  of  Mr.  Bnmmde,  the 
solicitor  general  of  the  colony  of  Kew 
Providence.  Mr.  Bumside  has  been  re- 
tained as  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  tbe 
case  of  the  Mary,  and  prefers  to  reMgn  his 
office  rather  than  give  up  bis  suit. 

Desires  that  an  cxpr^sion  of  the  high  appre- 
ciation entertained  by  the  United  States, 
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Ho. 

From  wbom  utd 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Snl^eat. 

1 

1B65. 

of  Governor  BawMn's  just  regard  far  its 
rights  and  good  will,  ma;  be  conveyed  to 

?2R 

Mr.    Seward    to 

Feb.    18 

allowini;  the  Mary,  late  the  Aleian^a,  to 
leave   Nassaa,   althongh  condemned  and 

TIMt 

vessel,  a  piratical  cmise  ia  intended. 

Mr.     Adama      to 
Mr.  Seward. 

in  regard   to  the  information    that    the 
steamer  MaiT,  Iat«  Alexandra,  even  if  con- 

»1» 

pi«cu8S  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  may 
be  boiieht  in  by  tbe  same  parties  firal  in- 
terested in  her,  and  started  again  in  the 

against  the  United  States. 

CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  lEON-CLADS. 


do 


1802. 
Joly    18 

Aug. 

30 

Sept. 

13 

Sept. 

19 

Oct. 
Oct 

4 
14 

Nov. 

3 

1863. 
Uar.  25 

ApHl 

6 

May 

2 

Jane 

2 

Lairds  have  commenced  tbe  oonatmction  of 
two  steam  vesaela  at  their  yard  at  Birken- 
head, wbicb  are  in  the  natnre  of  rams. 

Preparations  for  the  constmction  of  the  nuns 
described. 

The  plates  for  the  rams  are  to  be  mannfao- 
tnred  at  tlfe  Mersey  Stoel  and  Iron  Com- 
pany works,  in  which  Mr.  Horsfall,  a  mem- 
ber of  ParUament,  ia  intereated. 

Inclosing  newapaper  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  rama  on  the  Mersey,  for 
the  confederate  f^vemment. 

Deacribing  the  progress  made  on  the  rams.. 

In  regard  to  the  iron-clad  rams  bnilding  at 
Birkf.nheod.  Description  of  the  vessel 
building  in  the  yard  of  Jones,  Quiggon  &. 
Co.,  and  the  gunboat  constructing  by  Wil- 
liam C.  Miller  &,  Son. 

Bequests  that  representations  may  be  made 
to  her  MiuestT'e  government  in  regard  to 
two  war  vessels  ostonsibty  building  for  the 
Chinese  Kovemmeut,  but  really  to  depre- 
date on  American  commeroe. 

The  character  of  the  iion-clad  rams  when 
completed. 

Incloamg  the  second  affidavit  of  Clarence  K. 
Yonge,  poraer  on  the  ateanier  Alabama, 
taken  before  the  collector  to  lie  nsed  in  Uie 
caae  of  the  rams  building  by  the  Lainls. 

Result  of  fiirther  examination  of  the  Lairda' 
rams,  and  their  capacity  to  commit  dam- 
age npon  American  commerce. 

In  regard  to  a  statement  of  Mr.  Laird,  that 
ss  much  noise  as  they  might  make  wonid 
not  prevent  the  rams  from  sailing.  Pre- 
parations for  the  launch  of  one. 
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Tlie  shipment  npoa  the  SnmteT  of  macbin-     320 
ery  and  munitions,  intended  t^i  be  tised 
finally  in  tlie  equipment  of  theLaird  rams. 

.    Jnne  IT     Incloses  report  of  a  person  one  time  in  naval     321 
service  of  United  States,  upon  tlie  iron- 
clad rams  building  at  Lairds'. 

.    JdIj     3     Anticipates  refusal  of  the  ^vemment  to     33S 
prevent  the  sailine  of  the  iron-clad  rams. 
Reasons  for  considering  tlieir  departnre 
probable. 
Launch  of  the  ram  at  Lords',  and  enbse-     32S 
quent  disposition  of  the  vessel.    One  of 
the  Lainls'  states  that  the  veesel  is  for 
the  French  government. 
July    10     Announces  the  launch  of  one  of  Lairds'  nuns,     ^ 
and  his  detenuinationto  remonstrate  with 
the  Eugliah  go  vemment  against  her  siuling. 
July    10     Mr.  S^uarey,  an  attorney,  l^candncted,be-     2SU 
fore  tlie  collector  of  customs  in  Liverpool, 
proceedings  with  a  view  to  the  prevention 
of  the  saibng  of  one  of  the  Iron-clad  rams 
bnilding  by  the  Lairds.    The  fact  that  the 
vessel  is  armed  with  a  ram  on  the  stern  to 
destroy  vessels  will  meet  Baron  Polk)Ck's 
view  of  the  law. 
In  regard  to  the  fitting  ont  of  the  iron-clad     32! 
Tama  by  the  Lairds  t«  be  employed  in  the 
insurgent  service.    ConimuDic'ltlon  of  affi- 
davits bearingonthe  subject  to  Lord  Bus- 
sell, with  a  note reviewiugthe proceedings 
of  British  subjects  inimical  to  the  Uuit-ed 
StattH,   and  requesting  that  the  English 
government  may  have  the  needful  power 
to  guanl  against  the  departure  of  either  of 
the  Lairds   rums  on  a  cruise  against  the 
commerce  of  tlie  United  States. 
Licloses  additional  afSdavits  in  the  case  of    33E 
the  Tama.    Statements  of  the  Lairds  as  to 
their   nationality  and  purposes.    Proba- 
bility that  nothing  will  be  done  to  stop 
the  veasels.    Progress  in  the  work  npon 

July    17     Fonnidable  character  of  the  rams.   The  cost     33t 
of  each  is  reported  at  £2-25,000. 

July    17     Acknowledging  further  depositions  respects     331 
ing  the  iron-clad    steam-vessels  of  war 
fitting  out  against  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool. 
Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  together     331 
with  two  additional  depositions  relating 
to    the    iron-clad   vessel   launched  li'om 
Lairds'  yard.   There  is  hesitation  among 
the  law  officers  as  to  sufficiency  of  evidence 
to  establish  intention  in  this  case. 
Approving  proceedings  and  requesting  that     331 
Lord  Russell  may  bo  informed  that  recent 
military  and  naval  operations  in  the  Uuil«d 
States  justify  an  augmented  conSdeiice 
that  the  insurrpctiou,  without  new  and 
exteuHive  foreign  aid,  must  iail.    Incloses 
dispatch   to  Mr.  Dayton  in  regard  to  the 
announcemont  of  we  willingneea  of  the^ ,  L, 
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Emperor  of  tbe  French  to  acknowledge  the 
insurgents,  provided  Great  Britaiu  ivill 
moke  simnltoneonBly  a  aimiliki  acknuwl- 
edgment.  Copy  of  Moniteui,  containing 
aothorized  TersioD  of  Emperor's  ~ —  " 
appended. 


do 


Mr.  Dronyn  de 
Lhays  to  Mr. 
Jferciw. 


her  owners  will  endeavor  together  anf, 
a  French  vessel. 
Has  sen  t  to  I.ord  Rnesell  a  letter  of  Mr.  Wild- 
ing, sayiug  that  there  iB  no  foundation  foi 
the  statement  of  Lord  Palmeraton  In  Par- 
liuneut,  that  one  of  the  iron-clad  rams  is 
claimed  by  the  French  consnl  for  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  Application  was 
miule  by  Hr.  Bravay  to  the  French  consul 
for  information  as  to  the  proper  steps  to 
be  taken  to  obtain  papers  nwcb  would 
give    a    French   character   to   the  iron- 

AiTival  of  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  confederate  navy,  with  others,  in  Liv- 
erpool, for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  iron- 
clads. Bapid  progress  in  the  work  on  the 
iron-dads  and  tbeir  probable  movements. 

Incloses  copies  of  further  affldavits  sub- 
mitted to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liv- 
erpool in  the  case  of  iron-clads  building 
hy  the  Heesre.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  The 
tune  of  their  launch. 

Renewed  activityof  the  insnrgents  in  fitting 
out  privateers  and  blockade  breakers. 
Arrival  of  officers  to  command  the  Laird 
iion-clads.  Prospects  of  their  condemna- 
tion bjy  the  British  authorities.  The  de- 
cision in  the  Alexandra  cose  hoM  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Movements 
of  inanrgenteand  their  vessels.  The  chief 
hope  of  insurgent  sympathizers  seems  to  bi 
that  the  United  States  will  become  im 
broiled  with  France  concerning  Mexico. 

The  assertion  of  Lord  Palmerston  that  thi 
iron-clad  ram  was  ordered  of  tho  Lairds  by 
the  French  government  resterl  on  an  in- 
correct report  No  order  of  the  kind  has 
been  made  in  England.  Kelates  the  facta 
showingthat  Mr.  Bravay  requested  infonn- 
ation  as  to  the  formalities  to  he  observed 
in  giving   the  French  flag  to  a  plated 

Acknowledging  inatmctiona,  and  stating 
tliat  he  will  prepare  a  note  fbr  Lord  Rna- 
sell's  consideration,  embodying  substance 
of  No.  667. 

TransmitB  copies  of  Airther  letters  and 
papers,  which  have  paeaed  between  him- 
seli  and  the  foreign  office,  relating  t«  the 
iron-clad  vessels  fitting  ont  at  Liverpool 
by  Mr.  Laird.    Their  officers  and  eqnip- 
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do 


BesDlts  of  an  interview  with  Mr.  Dronyn 
deLhtiyB  in  regard  b)thealleK<Ml  participa- 
tion  of  the  French  gnvomuieiit  in  the 
pnrcbose  of  Laird«'  iron-clad  rams.  Com- 
manication  of  Mr.  Bravay,  that  thej  Iiave 
been  pmcliased  on  account  of  tbe  Pacha 
of  Egjpt.  Tlie  French  so'^eniinent  ha« 
infonned  Mr.  Bravay  that  it  belonged 
only  to  the  EeTptian  Eovemmeut  to 
make  to  EDKlnnd  tne  JDatmcatlona  neces- 
aary  to    anUioriz«   the  departure  of  the 

Tbe  monQtiug  of  the  turrets  of  the  Ho,  396, 
and  the  approaching  launch  of  the  other 
ram,  indicates  their  rapid  completion. 
Petition  of  tbe  Emancipation  Society  to 
stop  the  rams. 

Lanncb  of  the  997,  the  second  of  Lairda' 
rams.  Description  of  the  vessel,  and 
probable  character  of  her  onnameiit.  In- 
closes appUcation  to  the  collector  of  cna- 
toms  nt  Liverpool  t^  order  her  detention. 

Hag  applied  fur  the  detention  of  Lnints' 
lama.  Their  present  condition.  Tbe 
presence  and  arrival  of  nnmbera  of  insur- 
gent naval  officers.  It  is  noderstood  that 
the  rams,  if  the;  get  oat,  arc  to  raise  the 
blockade. 

Reviews  the  situation  of  the  Lairds'  rams. 
Incloses  copies  of  bis  correspondence  with 
Lord  Russell  in  regard  to  tne  importance 
of  detaining  them.  AtBdavita  relating  to 
the  launching  and  preparation  of  tbe  ves- 
sels are  submitted.  The  statements  that 
the  rams  are  for  the  (jovemment  of  France, 
or  of  Egypt,  are  without  foundation. 

Coalingot  the296,  and  trial  of  her  engines. 
Doubt  as  to  the  intention  of  the  govern- 
ment. Reply  of  Lord  Ruseel)  to  the  Eman- 
cipation Society.  Difficulty  of  procnring, 
unassisted,  jHwitivc  toatimony  mmi  crpdi- 
ble  witnesses.  Notoriety  of  the  fai-t  that 
these  rams  are  intended  for  the  insurgent 
service. 

Incloses  note  to  Lord  Russell  covering 
another  dei)osition  received  from  Mr.  Dud- 
ley relating  to  the  preparation  for  depart- 
ure of  the  iron-clad  rams  from  LiverpooL 
Dnty  and  responsibiliti^  of  detaining  tbe 
rams  rests  upon  tbe  British  government. 

Lord  Rnsaell,  in  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams,  states 
that  the  fact  remains  that  Mr.  Bravay,  a 
French  merchant  of  Paris,  has  personally 
appeared  and  acted  as  the  peison  upon 
whose  orders  the  rams  were  building,  and 
there  is  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr.  Bra- 
vay's  claim  ;  and  the  agent  of  tbe  customs 
at  Liverpool  affirms  bis  belief  that  these 
vessels  have  not  been  built  for  tbe  insur- 
gents. Under  the  circumstances,  and  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  entire  iusii^ciency  of 
the  depositlona  to  prove  any  infraction 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTBAUTT. 
CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IROK-CLASS— ContiuQed. 


of  the  law,  her  Majestys  Kovemment  are 
advised  I  that  tbej  cannot  iaterfere  in 
any  way  with  tneee  veeeels.  Fromieea 
.carefnl  anpeirision  over  the  rams,  and 
qiiotee  Mr.  Seward  as  sa^riag,  prosecu- 
tions cannot  be  Het  on  foot  without 
offldavita  of  credible  'nltneescB,  as  Id 
otboE    cases    of    imputed   misdemeouotB 


do i 


Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 


Commonicat'es  President's  approval  of  bis 


*itbont 

the  least  evidence  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  of  an;  porpose  to  prevent  tbeii 
departure. 

Has  recommended  Mr.  Adams's  suggestions 
as  to  the  importance  of  more  effective 
meosores  for  arresting  the  depredations 
of  piratical  vessels,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navf.  Reviews  the  difilcuUies  of^endnr- 
ing,  without  resort  t«  extreme  measures 
of  resistaaco,  the  new  invasion  which  is 
threatened  from  the  porta  of  Great  Britain. 
Sentiment  in  the  United  States,  which 
would  accept  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Lord  Russell  informs  Mr.  Adams  that  the 
case  of  Lairds'  iion-clad  steam-rains  is 
nnder  the  serions  and  anxious  considera- 
tion of  the  British  government. 

Orders  had  been  given  to  prevent  the  sailing 
of  the  Laird  rams  before  the  note  from  Mr. 
Adams,  protesting  against  their  departnie, 
hod  been  received. 

Considerations  which  have  governed  his 
course  in  communicating  to  the  British 
government  the  protests  and  remonstran- 
ces of  the  United  Stales.  Has  ascertained 
that  neither  France  nor  S^Kypt  have  any 
claim  to  the  ownership  of  tlie  rams.  In- 
closes cop;  of  bis  note  to  Lord  Bussell, 
rogrsttiiig  the  conclusion  of  the  Euglisb 
authorities  iu  regard  to  the  rams;  that  the 
detenuiuatiiin  ia  ret;!arded  as  opening  to 
the  iuanigentsiVeelibertyiii  Great  Britain 
to  eiecute  a  policy  inimical  to  tfie  United 
States  with  the  aid  of  British  subjects. 
The  third  part  jr,  under  such  circumstances, 
ceases  to  al!  intents  and  purposes  to  bo 
neutral.  Lord  GusseU's  announcement  of 
the  detention  of  the  rams,  and  Mr.  Adams's 
acknowledgment  thereof,  is  appended. 
The  newspaper  article  forfisbadowing  this 
proceeding  is  appended.  Mr.  Adams  cau- 
tious forbearance  in  tbe  treatment  of  the 
subject  in  America. 

Incloses  Ci)rrc8pondeQcc  with  Mr.  Sqnarey, 
inregard  to  the  sulbuicucy  of  the  affidavits 
submitted  to  tbe  British  guvernmeut,  to 
accomplish  tbe  detention  of  the  vessels. 


ENFOECEJCENT  OF  HEUTEALITr. 
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The  London  Morning  Poet  says  the  rams 
-n-i!!  be  detained. 

Effect  of  projected  operationa  a^inst  Fort 
Sumter  and  Charlpslon  on  pnblic  opinion 
in  Enjfland.  Delay  of  the  British  govfitn- 
ment  in  pnbliBhing  the  fact  thiit  t)ie  rams 
have  been  detained.  Satisfactory  public 
statement  of  Lord  Rossell  that  new  powers 
may  be  solicited  from  Parlianieut,  if  those 
now  held  should  prove  insufficient. 

Ho  notice  has  yet  been  given  to  the  Lairds 
of  the  decision  of  the  Britiah  government 
to  detain  the  rams. 

Movements  of  one  of  Lairds'  rams  indicate 
that  she  ie  prepared  to  proceed  to  sea  in 
the  same  way  the  Alat>an]a  did.  Has  com- 
ninnicated  the  information  t4>  the  collector 
of  cnstoms.  Incloses  slip  from  Liverpool 
Daily  Post,  admitting  that  the  war  in 
Anierica  wonld  not  have  taken  place  if 
the  confederates  had  been  denied  aid  in 
Great  Britain. 

Eeviews  situation  of  Lairds' iron-clad 
possibility  exists  of  their  escapiog  flx)m 
Liverpool. 

Undefined  purpoNO  of  the  BritiHb  cabinet  ii 
regard  to  Lairds'  iron-clad  rams.  Incloses 
c'orreHpondenco  in  which  Lord  Russell 
states  to  Mr.  Adam^  that  if  Great  Britain 
has  not  prevented  some  violations  of  neu- 
trality, the  cause  has  1>een  that  England 
is  governed  by  definite  laws,  and  is  not 
snbject  to  itrbitrary  will.  That  the  law 
is  enforced  by  independent  courts,  which 
do  not  admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  oo 
Jecture  for  certainty.  Circumstances  t 
tendinff  the  alleged  French  or  Egyptii 
omuersbip  of  the  rniun.  The  qnestion  al 
issue  relates  to  two  separate  and  distinct 
inattere:  the  general  intomational  duties 
of  nentrality,  and  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  Lord  Kussell  ex- 
plains the  doctrine  of  nentrality,aBnnder- 
Btood  by  the  British  cabinet,  and  its  ap- 


Britain  is  greater  than  that  furnished  the 
insurgents.  There  are  more  British  sub- 
jects in  the  federal  service  than  in  that 
of  the  insnrKente,  and  federal  agents  are 
engaging  in  the  United  Kingdom  British 
subjects  to  enter  the  army  of  the  United 
States.  Bcpeats  that  the  British  Kovom- 
ment  have  taken  every  step  within  their 
oompetency  to  enforce  the  foreign  enlist- 

.  i.._       m..  -D-i.!.!, ,„„(^  ^^^ 


ains,   in   reply,  refers  to   the    sentiment 
which  the  United  States  entertains  of  Uie  | 
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Sept.  19 
Sept.  19 
Bept.  19 


duiger  of  tbe  improper  and  nnMendlj 
em)MoymeDt  of  Btltiali  tArritory  by  the 
insnrtients  in  •  manner  Bt  vuionce  with 
mlee  of  nentralitj'  And  the  good  will  im- 
posed by  treatiee.  The  United  Statee,  iq 
lier  pntdiues  on  BritiBb  loil,  baa  nove^ 
paeeed  tbe  limit  of  the  Uw  of  trade,  tbooKh 


autboiities  cited  by  Earl  Bnseell  t« 
that  inatsnccB  referred  to  cannot  be  inno- 
cent. That  the  foreign  enlietneiit  actwaa 
intended  to  lemoTe  cause  for  complain^ 
and  after  the  announcement  that  it  was 
(nlly  effective,  inefHoacy  could  not.  Justly, 
be  pleaded  by  England.  It  was  i^erred 
&om  Lord  Rnnell'a  note  of  tbe  Ist  instant 
that  the  British  gOTemment  virtually  abr 
negated  their  power  to  prevent  the  violb- 
tionof  admitted  obligatiooa  of  neutrality. 


This  inference  prompted  firm  bat  reopeoV- 

^,   ___.._.   _f   unit^  Statea.     Bertowf 

Bravay's    alleged  ownenhlp  of  the 


rams,  and  the  influence  of  that  miirepre' 
aentation  of  &cts.  Tbe  intereeta  of  the 
two  nations  are  of  too  mnch  magnitude 
t«  be  meaanred  by  the  infinitesimal  scale 
of  tbe  testimony  permisBlble  before  ajurj 
in  a  common  law  conrt.  Refers  to  Oeoi^e 
Canning's  opinion  as  to  permitting  slupi 
eqnipped  in  British  harbors  to  sneak  tua 
countey  into  war.  Though  the  inability 
to  prevent  some  violations  of  neutrality 
may  be  regarded  by  tbe  United  States  as 
proceeding  fWim  especial  cansee,  they  are 
insecure  when  all  barriers  are  removed  to 
tbe  effective  levying  of  war  from  Oieai 
Britain  in  a  most  formidable  scale.  Unre- 
liable cbaract«r  of  Mr.  Bravay's  testimony, 
and  tbe  propriety  of  invoking  all  the  ma> 
jesty  of  the  law  to  establish  justice  and 
maintain  peace,  itf.  Adams  believes  that 
no  efforts  are  intermitted  to  prepare  the 
war  vessels  for  immediate  departure. 

Has  been  informed  that  the  ram  296  will  be 
conveved  to  her  owner,  and  placed  under 
DauiBh  flag.  Tbe  Lairds  gave  the  infor- 
mation, and  fhrtber  assert  that  tbe  rami 
bavenot  been  stopped.  The  Danish  con- 
sul promises  tocommaoicate  anyinformar 
tion  that  may  reach  him  in  relation  to  the 
subject.  ' 

Communicates  President's  approval  of  pro- 
oeedin^  related  in  itz.  Aduns's  Ko.  466. 

Conunnnicat«e  President's  approval  of  oto- 
ceedings  related  in  Mr.  Adams's  No.  488. 

Incloses  memorandum  of  Mi.  Stnart,  aotinf 
British  charg6  d'affaires,  stating  that  a« 
order  was  sent  on  tbe  6th  instant,  prior  t? 
receipt  of  Hr.  Adams's  note,  to  prevsnt 
tbe    deportnie   of    the   rama.     Tl 


•"^ 


EHFOBCEHEKT  OF  HEDTEALlty. 

CASE  OF  THE  LAIRDS'  IBON-CLADS— Cootinaed. 


Hr.  Sewud 


lb.    Sewud   to 


not  built  for  th«  iDiiirgetita,  the  twmIs 
may  have  sinc«  been  traneferred.  The 
British  gorarDineiit  have  donbts  as  t«  the 
BofflcisDcy  of  the  evidence  to  meet  the  t»- 

Snirementa  of  the  conrts.  Thftt  tlie^  pie- 
!r  to  have  no  publicity  given  to  their  de- 
tenninatiou. 

Acknonledging  receipt  of  493.  The  Preei- 
dent  apprecJatcB  the  flnnneea  and  fidelity 
of  the  British  miuiatry  to  Jast  principles 
while  surrounded  b;  embamwsnientA  and 
aggravationB.  Inform  Lord  Rnssell  that 
the  United  Stat«e  will  condact  its  inter- 
conne  with  Great  Britain  nith  sach  care 
that  the  termination  of  the  civil  war  will 
find  no  permanent  caose  ol  discontent  be- 
tween tbem. 

The  event  of  the  week  is  the  speech  of  Earl 
Kussell  at  Blairgowrie,  which  shows 
marked  advance  in  liis  lordship's  opinions. 
There  are  indications  of  a  disposition  to 
leave  qnestion  of  detention  of  Iron-clads 
BO  donbtful  as  to  enoonrage  rebels  to  keep 
hold  of  them.  Incloses  fiist  note  of  Lotd 
BusseU  in  regard  to  detention  of  rams, 
and  to  the  threats  implied  in  Mr.  Adams's 
previons  note.  Second.  Mr.  Adams's  re- 
ply thereto. 

President's  concern  that  there  still  remains 
a  doubt  whether  the  iron-clods  will  be 
prevented  from  Railing.  Thongh  the  nen- 
tralitj  of  Great  Britain  may  be  satisfac- 
tory to  herself,  that  does  not  relieve  the 
gravity  of  the  question  in  the  United 
States.  The  proclamatioD  of  neutrality 
was  a  conoosaion  of  belligerent  rishts  to  tbe 
the  insurgentSpdeemed  by  the  United  States 
nnneoessary  And  nnfriendly ;  and  it  has 
since  proved  injurions.  The  United 
States  nftve  never  violated  any  foreign 
municipal  law,  or  law  of  nations  or  comity 
towards  Great  Britain,  and  they  refnae  t« 
be  derogated  from  tbe  poaitinn  of  a  sov- 
ereign oation  in  amity  with  British 
government,  and  be  placed  npon  a  footing 
of  equality  with  the  insurgents.  Reviews 
naval  capacity  of  United  States  to  con- 
tend with  foreign  aggression.  Unity  of 
sentiment  in  United  States  npon  the  im- 
portance of  resisting  such  aEgreesion. 
Oct.  9  Incloses  note  from  Lord  RasseUin  regard  to 
miBunderstandlng  of  certain  passage  in 
previous  note  bom  Mr.  Adams. 
Oct.  10  Captain  IngleSeld  has  been  ordered  to  seise 
the  rams  if  thoy  attempt  to  sail.  Calls 
attention  to  aslip  from  the  Post  in  regard  to 
the  protest  of  the  Sonthem  club  at  Preston 
agotnat  the  action  of  the  government. 

Enei^tic  action  of  tbe  government  in  re- 
ipkrd  to  the  rams  has  been  prompted  by 
snspicloD  that  attempts  would  be  made  to 
get  one  of  them  out  by  stealth,    llteir 
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Ften  irbom  and 


mrveiUuMM  baa  piodneed  aa  Bxcellmit 
cllect  in  ioapirinc  confldenee  ia  the  prose- 
cntion  of  th«  ^olared  policy  of  Great 
Britain.  Pmbable  tender  of  the  TeaaelB 
to  tho  Danee.  There  ia  a  scheme  to  s^ze 
them  in  tranntu.  Vessala  prepariuK  at 
GImkow  ore  qatte  aa  fonuidable  as  Uioae 
at  Liverpool.  The  case  of  the  Alexandra 
irill  probably  come  np  on  appeal  to  tbe 
ezcheqaer  aharaber  in  a  few  weeks.  In- 
oloaea  note  to  Lord  Busaell  exm«8Bing  sat- 
isfaotion  with  proceeding  of  British  jgor- 
enuuent  in  regard  to  the  rama.  Ino^aes 
note  and  aceompanimenta  relating  to  the 

EBienoe  in  Liverpool  of  eeventr  wamen 
longing  to  the  inaorgent  veaael  Florida, 
who  came  from  Brest  with  a  view  to  em- 

Sloyment  in  the  InenrgeDt  service.  Earl 
:nnel1  acknowledges  the  note,  and  says 
tlie  antfject  is  nnder  consideration. 
Acknowlragea  receipt  of  dispatches.  Com- 
ments of  Hiatoricua  apon  the  bearing  of 
intercepted  insurgent  diapatchea  on  the 
action  of  the  lebeu  at  Liverpool.  Speech 
of  Mr.  Laird  in  Parliament.    He  ventores 


British  policy.  Hope  of  getting 
rams  doea  not  appear  to  oe  quite  extin- 
gniehed.  Captain  Inglefield  aeema  re- 
solved to  do  hia  daty  in  good  faith. 
Examination  of  Yonge  by  Hr.  HameL  Viait 
of  Mr.  Hamel  and  Captain  Inglefield  to 
theramaj.the  latter  in  his  official  report 
will  say  that  they  are  of  the  most  fbrmi- 
dalde  and  w^like  character. 

Trancmita  debate  in  House  of  Commone 
npoa  a  call  for  papers  on  the  subject  of 
the  iron-clads.  Condition  of  parties  and 
,  character  of  vote  In  the  house  on  the  for- 
eign policy  of  the  ministry. 

Trauamita  printed  copy  of  correspondence 
of  the  government  with  Heasrs.  Laird 
toncbing  the  detention  of  the  iron-clad 


|;ie  in  America  be  bronght  to  a  sncoowml 

Trial  of  the  case  of  Messrs.  Lairds'  rams  has 
been  fixed  for  the  37th  of  May.  There  are 
rumors  that  they  have  been  privately  sold. 
Lord  Cecil's  motion  concermng  them  will 
not  be  proaaed.  The  vessels  sent  to  China 
noder  Captain  Oabome's  contract  have 
been  taken  by. the  govemmeDt.  The  Ala- 
bama is  reported  at  Cape  Town.  Georgi» 
and  Bappahannook  are  atUl  near  Fnnee. 


ENFOBCEUBKT  OF  NEUTSALnT. 
ALLEGED  FEDERAL  EECBUrnNO  IN  IHELAHD. 


Lsiids*  rams  have  been  sold  to  the  British 
goveniineDt.  The  base  of  insnrg^nt  ope- 
rations will  probably  be  traosferred  to  wio 
other  side  of  the  channel.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  Georgia,  the  Olaegow 
ram,  and  the  IroD-dads  will  be  probably 
applied  to  the  outfit  of  the  four  ressels 
now  constmctiDK  in  France.  Men  ar 
Btill  enlisting  and  being  sent  over.  Th 
Alabama  wiQ  probably  be  off  France  1 
July ;  the  Florida  is  now. 

In  the  purchase  of  the  Lairde^  iron-elads  the 
government  sees  with  lively  satisfactioii 
the  removal  of  an  unhappy  occasion  of 
disagreement  between  the  two  countries. 


ALLEGED  FEDERAL  BECRUTriHG  IN  IRELAND. 


Incloses  Lord  Rnasell's  note  stating  that  re- 
CToiting  in  Ireland  for  the  United  States 
army  ie  illegal,  and  is  calculated  to  in- 
crease the  diCBcaltiea  already  incident  to 
the  observance  of  nentTality.  Hr.  Adams 
replies  that  he  has  no  disposition  to  give 
the  smaUest  conntenance  bi  any  such  en- 
terprise on  behalf  of  the  United  fitatee, 
and  will  disavow  the  operations  of  any 
eelf-^tyled  agents.  Comments  npon  Brit- 
ish sentiment. 

'Authorizes  Mr.  Adams  to  amniti  Lord  Bd»- 
setl  that  the  United  States  has  no  agents 
of  any  kind  in  Qreat  Britain  or  any  for- 
eign country  who  are  instmcted  to  enlist 
Boldicrsor  seamen  for  the  military  or  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States.  The  govern- 
ment avow,  however,  that  volnntory  im- 
migration is  a  cardinal  element  of  then 


do ] 


but  not  nntil  they  have  arrived  r 
icon  shores  and  become  snbject  to  Amer- 
ican jurisdiction  and  laws. 
Inclosee  Lord  Soaeell's  not«  stating  that  fiir- 
ther  inqairies  develop  the  fact  that  the 
reports  of  recruiting  in  London  for  the 
United  States  army  ore  without  foouda- 

Inclosea  Lord  Rosaell's  note  in  regard  to  the 
complaint  of  the  British  government 
agaiuat  the  United  States  for  replenishing 
its  arsenals  from  British  sonroes  and  the 
enlistment  of   British   Hnbjeots   into    ita 

Incloses  his  note  to  Lord  Bnseell  replyine  to 
the  charge  preferred  against  the  United 
States  for  having  eystematicaUy,  Id  dian- 
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gud  of  tb«£  comity  of  uatioiia  which  ii 
WM  their  duty  to  oMerre,  induced  British 
eabjects  to  violate  tlioae  oii^n  which,  in 
'  ooofijimity  with  nentrality,  Gieat  Britain 
has  enjoiaed  nil  her  NibjecM  to  preserve. 
IncloBes  Lord  RnaseU's  note  retr&cting  ocgd- 
aation  no  fftr  aa  it  may  be  coaatriied  t< 
mean  that  Mr.  Adama  hiw  enconraged  u 
England  the  enlistment  of  BiitJah  snb- 
Jeota  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Alleges  that  Mr.  Seward,  in  correspand- 
enoe  with  Mr.  Stnart,  treats  the  endeavor 
to  enlist  British  sailors,  in  ease  of  Sunbeam, 
as  affordlnv  no  ground  of  complaint  for 
Great  Britain.  Mi.  Adams  replies  that  he 
does  not  believe  that  the  facta  will  prove 
the  eiiatencB  of  any  systematio  policy 
oa  the  port  of  the  United  States  to  indnc« 
British  subjects  to  improperly  enlist  in  ' ' 

Freeident  regrets  the  decisions  of  the 
British  government  declining  to  interfoie 
to  arrest  proceedings  of  British  sabjaota 
within  British  J ari^iction,  hostile  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  deemed  advisable  to 
endeavor  to  aecnre  the  enforcement  of  the 
enlistment  laws  tbrengh  the  oonrts. 

Incloses  note  firum  Lord  uussell,  stating  that 
no  act  has  been  done  in  England  contrary 
to  the  obligations  of  nentrtJity,  aa  recog- 
nized by  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  or  iMg  act  oa|)able  of  bein^  mode 
the  snl^ect  of  a  criminal  prosecation. 

Incloses  correspondence  with  Lord  Russell, 


Great  Britain  for  their  servioe. 
Lord  Bnssell,  in  note  of  the  16th,  renews 
the  allegation  that  men  ore  being  encour- 
aged to  emigrato  with  a  view  to  entering 
the  service  of  United  States.  Cites  the 
departure  of  yonng  men  £rom  Qneens- 
town,  Ireland.  Mr.  Adams  repliea  that 
ooDsnlai officers  of  the  United  States  have 
been  Instmoted  to  desist  fiDm  enconrag- 
ing,  in  any  way,  anch  enlistments.  That 
laujood  oompsiiies  of  the  United  States  ore 
m^ing  efforts  to  procure  snppliee  of 
aliens  from  foreign  lands,  who  will  be, 
from  that  oircninstance,  exempted  from 
the  risk  of  being  called  into  the  service. 
That  B.  scarcity  of  labor  in  tbe  United 
States,  together  with  caase  mentioned, 
may  espuum  the  phenomena  of  emigra- 

Indoete  note  of  Lord  Bnsaell,  reqneeting 
that  before  any  repetition  of  compUinte 
in  Tegard  to  the  enlistment  of  British 
sailors  in  the  confederate  service,  all 
British  subjects   serving  in  the   fedwal 
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Mr.    Seward     to 


Hftjr      e 
Haj     » 


army  and  navy  may  be  discharged,  and 
fnrtber  enlistments  of  that  character  pro- 
hibited. Mr.  Adams  replies  that  he  doea 
not  perceive  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
prohibitory  law  of  Oieat  Britain  is  made 
dependent  upon  the  exterior  aetion  of 
parties  making  complaints  of  the  comnris- 
iion  of  ofiensee  like  tboee  iuTolved  in  the 
case  of  the  Japan,  alias  the  Tiivinia. 
There  is  no  law  In  the  United  States 
which  will  permit  the  diacbarKe  fhim  the 
army  of  Bnliah  snbjects  who  nave  Tolnn- 
tarll;  enlisted.  Ab  Great  Britain  cannot 
go  beyond  the  law  In  applying  a  remedj- 
to  any  abuse,  itwonld  not  counsel  another 
government  to  do  that  which  itself  re- 
nises  to  do.  In  reply  t«  petitions  for  dis- 
charge of  citizens  of  United  States  tcom 
service,  Great  Britain  has  never  acknowl- 
edged a  right  t«  request  discharge. 
Granting  the  application  sometimes  as  a 
favor,  it  has  always  required  return  of 
the  money  advanced  to  the  recruit. 
Cites  Lord  Stowell  as  authority  for  ad- 
mitting foreigners  into  military  service  in 
time  of  war.  Cites  Lord  Clarendon's 
dispatch  to  Mr.  Crompton.  Incloses 
statute  of  the  realm,  legalizing  such  en- 
listments. Incloses  agreement  made  with 
men  entered  for  the  voyage  of  the  Japan, 
alias  the  Virginia. 

Inclosing  his  note  communicating  to  Lord 
KnsBoIl  letters  from  Mr.  Aspiiiwall  and 
Mr.  Forbes,  in  regard  to  the  emigration  to 
America  of  mechanics  and  laborers  to  be 
employed  on  railroads  and  in  mines,  in- 
stead of  iu  the  army,  as  supposed  by  the 
British  government. 

Ur.  Adams's  denial  of  allesations  that  United 
States  is  enlisting  recruits  in  Great  Britain 
for  its  armies  is  approved.  The  United 
States  has  no  agent  for  such  a  purpose. 

Lord  Russell's  not«  is  inclosed  explaining 
that  United  States  had  no  rigtit  to  com- 
plain, as  of  an  nn&iendly  act  by  Great 
Britain,  that  British  subjects  took  service 
with  the  confMerates,  so  long  as  United 
States  allowed  and  enconrt^ed  British 
snbjects  t«  enter  United  States  Army.  Mr. 
Adams  replies  by  note  that  he  is  happy  to 
ttuderstand  that  no  intention  was  enter- 
tained to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  re- 
monstranoee  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  assinBt  improper  enlistment  in 
Great  Britain  of  British  snbjects  by  in- 


luclosea  brief  note  fh>m  Lord  Russell  which 
seems  t«  end  oarrespondenee  on  the  subject 
of  emigration. 

The  emigration  tcntn  England,  which  is  re- 
sided by  British  authorities  as  a  flow  of 
Uteir  Bubjeots  into  the  vmy  of  the  United 
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States,  is  explained  by  the  HBtnral  odTsn- 
tagea  and  Indiioementa  of  the  land  over 
EnrojNi.  Deninl  of  the  employment  of  on 
agent  in  Ireland,  or  »ny  foieign  conntry, 
tg  pToonre  enlutmenta.  Hopee  that  thin 
new  leanlt,  in  Enrope,  of  United  States 
oivil  WH  will  JoBti^  the  belief  that  the 
Inanrrectioii  tuu  oo  tonaoi^  of  life. 


Earl   BoMeU   to 


Mr.    Seward     to 


ill.  Arbnthnot  to 


lonongh- 
to    ^1 


Hay    18 
Sept.  11 


I  the 

cemiog  the  legality  of  the'  enlietment  of 
foreigneis. 

States  that  he  hopes  that  the  reports  that 
agents  of  the  United  States  are  employed . 
ill  Qreat  Britain  t«  engage  British  snbjeota 
to  emigrate  to  the  Uni&d  States  wiA  » 
Tiew  of  enlistment  in  the  militoiy  service 
of  the  United  States  are  nnfonnded.  Snch 
•  proceeding  wonld  be  at  variance  with 
the  doctrine  It^d  down  by  the  Preeident 
in  1856)  daring  the  Rnssion  war. 

Derivation  of  military  sapplies  &om  Great 
Britain  and  the  enlistment  of  British  sab- 
Jects  would  never  have  been  necessary  if 
Ofeot  BritaiD  had  not  first  raised  the  insiir- 

Baatm  to  the  position  of  belligerents.  The 
nlted  States  cannot  be  said  to  have  vio- 
lated any  municipal  law  ot  treaty,  or  the 
law  of  nations,  or  even  comity  towards  the 
British  Dovemment  in  the  snppUes  derived 
from  British  sonrcea  or  the  volonteer  re- 
oruita  accepted  from  among  voluntary 
British  residents  In  the  UnitedStat«s.  The 
United  States  stand  on  impregnable  eronnd 
when  they  refiise  to  be  derogated  by  aaj 
act  of  British  K'>vemment  from  their  posi- 
tion as  sovereign  nation  and  be  placed  up- 
on fboting  with  domestic  inaorgents. 

Acquainting  Mr.  Hammond  with  the  report 
Uial  United  States  war  sloop  Kearaarge 
hod  taken  on  board  British  aubjeota  at 
Qneenstown.  Incloses  Mr.  Qardnei'a  let- 
tor  to  Hr.  Hamilton,  in  regaid  to  John 
Dunn's  statement  as  to  the  conveyance  to 
tile  Kearaarge  of  certain  persona  persuaded 
to  Ko  to  aea  in  the  service  of  tlie  United 
States  by  James  Haley,  a  British  snttjeot 
in  the  American  service. 

Ineloees  letter  fr«m  Hr.  J.  M.  Uaeon,  with 
acoompanying  afBdavits,  relating  to  the 
alibied  improper  enlistment  of  British 
snuects  on  board  the  Kearaa^e  while  at 
Cork. 

Incloses  Lord  Rnssell's  note  respeotinK  the 
^pment  of  British  snbjecta  on  Ixiam  the 
United  States  ship  of  war  Keananra  when 
in  the  port  of  Qneenatown.  The  affidavits 
of  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Edward  Lynch 
an  Inclosed  and  tlieir  contents  reviewed. 
Ur.  Adams  replies  that  he  bos  taken  steps 
t«  obtain  the  neceesa^  explanations  from, 


I,  United  State!  oonsul,  who  1ft 
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illeged  to  have  1i«en  impliosted  In  the  mftt- 
ter.  Mr.  Ad&mB  infiirmB  Hr.  Sewud  that 
Sir.  Eastman  denies  any  complicity  in  the 
bUBmess;  aa^g  that  it  ia  apparent  that  a 
trap  waa  laid  for  the  oomnuuideT  of  the 
Keaiaarge. 

Secretary  to  the     Deo.      9     Inolosea  letter  of  Rear-Adiniral  Sir  L.  Jonee 
admiralty      to  to  the  secretary  to  the  admiraJty,  in  which 

Mi.Eanunond.  it  is  stated  that  Captain  Wioslow  fbund, 

after  his  cteportore  fcom  Qneenstown,  fif- 
teen men  secreted  on  board  bis  vessel,  the 
Kearsarge-  that  he  has  lauded  the  men; 
that  he  did  not  want  to  enlist  any  seamen 
and  only  wanted  a  clerk.  The  men  airait 
decision  of  cuBtom-honae  anthoritiea  in 
London. 

Incloee*  Rear-Admiral  Bir  L.  Jones's  letter  to 
the  secretary  to  the  admiralty,  oovering 
Captain  Wioslow's  cnmmumcation  atatiuK 
that  he  had  come  to  off  Qneenstown  to  land 
sixteen  refiigees,  who  had  conoealed  them- 
selves on  the  Kearaarge  prior  to  her  de- 
parture from  Qneenatown,  and  that  he  bad 
given  his  certificate  with  a  repreaentatioi 
of  the  circumstance,  by  the  execntive  offi- 
cer of  the  ship,  to  the  American  coneol. 

Incloacfl  note  to  Lord  Busaell  transmitting 
Mr.  Eastman's  denial  of  any  participation 
in  the  shipment  of  seamen  upon  board  of 
the  Kearsorge,  and  diaorediting  the  state- 
ment that  seamen  were  enlirted  by  an- 
thorlty  of  the  captain.  Mr.  Adams  oom- 
mnn)cat«8  to  Mr.  Sewatd  Mr.  Eastman's 
explanation  of  the  landing  of  ^xteen  men 
fonnd  secreted  on  board  the  Keaiaarge; 
Captain  Winslow'B  and  Lieutenant  Thorn- 
ton's statementA  in  regard  to  the  tiansao- 
tion  are  also  appended. 

Transmits  papers  respecting  the  enlistment 
at  Qneenstown  of  various  British  anhjecta 
to  serve  on  board  the  United  States  steam 
vessel  of  ttbj,  the  KearHarge.  The  law  offi- 
cers are  of  the  opinion  that  these  men 
should  be  prosecuted  under  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

Has  laid  before  Sir  Oeoi^  Grey  his  letter, 
and  its  accompaniments,  Kflpecting  enlist- 
ment of  British  aaVjecta  at  Qaeenstown 
for  the  ReareorKe.  The  p^>en  have  been 
sent  to  Lord  Lieatenout  of  Ireland,  for 
him,  if  he  aeea  fit,  to  order  the  prosecution 
of  the  men  ao  enlisted,  under  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

Tnuismitting  for  Secretary  Sir  Grey's  oon- 
aideratton,  a  further  note  from  Mr.  Adams 


iteamer  KearsarKe,  respect- 
ing the  seamen  embarked  on  Doard  that 
vessel  atQueenstown. 
Transmits  oorreepondence  with  Lord  Bdb- 
seU  respecting  the  aUegation  of  enlist- 
ments on  boBid  the  Kearaarge  at  Qneena- 
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town.    Mr.  Adama  is  led  to  infer  the  gov- 
ernment id  not  altogether  Batisfled  with 
tlie  replies  given  by  the  oonanl  and  Com- 
mander Winalow. 
Approves  the  leplj  to  Lord  Rowell  in  rel&- 


Ht.    Seirard    to 


enliatment  Uw  of  Qreat  Britain. 
United  States  will  thoronghly  investigate 
the  charges  oninst  Cousol  EaatmMi  and 
Captain  Winalow,  of  imprt^er  participa- 
tion In  the  enlistment  oS  men  npon  board 
the  Keantarge. 
Incloses  cop;  of  Consnl  Eastman's  dispatch 
to  the  deportment,  explaining  condnot  of 
the  commander  of  the  Keaisarge  in  enlist- 
ing the  men  fbnnd  seoreted  on  his  ship 
alMT  leaving  Qneenstown,  and  their  anhsO' 
qnent  diamusol  at  the  name  port- 
States  if  no  facta  appear  contiovertanK  the 
denial  of  the  consnl  of  any  oompUolty 
with  the  alleged  enlistment  of  foitiBh  snb- 
JBots  on  board  the  Kearsarae,  tliftt  it  seems 
that  his  innocence  is  established;  and  if 
no  fiicte  appear  oontroverting  the  state- 
ment of  Captain  Winelow,  Mr.  Adams  will 
say  to  Loiij  Rnsaell  that  it  seems  that 
Captain  Winalow  has  not  intentionally 
violated  the  an  ti -enlistment  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  although  the  petty  officers  of  the 
ship  may  have  practiced  some  irregalarity. 
Communicates  letter  from  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  and  Ite  ocoompoulments  from  Cap- 
tain Winslow,  in  regard  to  the  alleged 
Improper  enlistment  of  men  at  Qaeens- 
town  tot  the  Keanorge.  Mr.  Seward  pre- 
sumes that  the  ease  may  now  be  presented 
to  the  British  government  in  a  shape  that 
may  satisiy  it  that  the  transaction  was  not 
intentional. 
Has  ooncladed  to  postpone  action  in  Mr, 
Eastman's  case  nntil  it  can  be  ascertained 
whether  Lord  Rnssell  has  made  any  repre- 
sentation tbrongh  Lord  Lyons.  Does  not 
find  ftom  the  ^positions  that  Mr.  Easlr 
man  is  seriously  unplicated. 
After  reading  No.  561  from  Ur.  Adams,  it  is 
not  easy  to  discover  the  pointa  of  difference 
between  the  oonsnl's  statements  and  the 
opposing  ones.  Renews  instmctlous  to  in- 
vestigate; if  oeoessaiy  remove  the  consnl, 
and  report. 
Has  conclnded  to  defer  any  action  under  the 
instmctionB  to  open  the  case  of  alleged 
improper  enlistments,  nntil  either  Lord 
Bnssell  shall  take  some  new  step  In  the 
matter,  or  else  Mr.  Seward  shajl  again  Te- 
ivthe"     ■ 


complaint  abont  the  Kearssrge  at  d 

Infbts  ttma  Lord  Bnssell's  rey  ly  to  thi> 

plaint  of  Xiord  Clonrlcarde,  made  i 
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construed  aa  pntting  mi  end  to  the  qne*- 

Trauamits  oopy  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Croim  coart  in  the  ca«e  of  the  men  re- 
ceived in  tbe  Eeanuge.  Tbe  om  of  the 
most  eitnwidinuy  mlBrepreaentatioDB  hj 
the  presiding  J  ndge  to  disoonntge  emigrft- 
tion  to  America,  is  one  of  the  ma»ed 
featorea  of  the  transaction.  The  persons 
of  iDoch  more  influence  will  next  be  tried. 
There  Is  little  expectation  of  asimilar  ver- 
dict of  gniltr  in  tbeir  case. 

In  regard  to  the  conTeisations  held  with 
Lord  Bussell  touching  a&airs  in  Ireland. 
The  Kovemment  neither  authorises  nor 
evou  knows  of  any  ptooeedingBforrecmit- 
lDg  in  Ireland.  Reorniting  ia  active  in 
laive  American  cities,  and  it  ia  nut  impos- 
sible that  peiBona  ma;  have  extended  it 
among  tbe  emigrating  population  of  Ire- 
land. It  is  not  known  to  be  true,  how- 
ever. Hr.  Aduns  ia  authorized,  in  his 
discretion,  to  address  circular  letter  to 
oonsula  in  Ireland  cautioning  all  Ameri- 
can BAcnta  to  refrain  from  violation  of 
British  enlistment  laws. 

While  Unit«d  SUtes  baa  no  objection  to 
proceedings  against  persons  who  attempt- 
ed to  enlist  on  Kearsarge,  it  is  entitled  to 
claim  that  pending  proaeontions  against 
British  subjects  engaged  in  forming  iu- 
Bnrgent  naval  expedltiona  shall  be  con- 
ducted with  eneiOT  and  dispatch. 

Inclosing,  first,  Lorn   Ruaaell  s  note, 

; report  of  the  trial 

have  been  enlisted 
araarge,  and  aakinK  for  any 
explaiiatiuD  that  Mr.  Adama  might  have 
to  make.    Mr.  Adams's  reply  thereto,  con- 


Lord  Bnsseli,  requesting  permiasion  for  the 
Eearsarge  to  remain  in  the  Victoria  dock, 
at  London,  for  repairs.  Beply  of  Lord 
Bnsseli,  complaining  ofCiqttam  Winslow's 
conduct  in  other  respects,  and  omitting 
all  notice  of  the  permissiun  asked  for. 
Mr.  Adams  r^oins,  considering  Lord  Kus- 
BcB's  note  as  a  reAisal,  tliat .  Captain 
Winslow  should  be  directed  to  leave. 
The  Eearsarge,  however,  left  before  the  re- 
ception by  the  captain  of  Itr.  Adams's 
notice  to  ^uit. 

Incloses  pnvate  olronlar  addressed  to  the 
four  consols  in  Ireland,  enjoining  npon 
them  onnsnal  caation  in  their  relations 
with  people  in  Ireland  desiring  to  emi- 
Ktate  £o  the  United  States. 

It  is  quite  pl^n  that  there  was  some  oonni- 
vanoe  on  board  the  Keanarge  in  the  scheme 
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ofenlEstiiiK  the  Irishmen.  Haley,  the  Irish 
pettj  officer,  seema  to  hare  prompted  the 
action.  Investigation  of  the  matter  Is  ne- 
cessary. Encloses  Lord  Hossell's  note  re- 
sretting  that  officers  Thornton  and  Haley 
should  still  be  retained  in  the  United  States 
service,  and  also  his  note  enclosing  extracts 
from  Daniel  (VConnell's  deposition,  which 
states  that  he  was  clothed  with  tjie  oni- 
fbrm  of  a  United  States  sailor,  and  was 
sworn  with  the  knowledge  of  the  offlceis 
of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Kearsarge. 
Mr.  Adams  replies;  reviews  the  testimony 
of  (yConnell  and  Lynch,  and  piDmises  to 
commnnicate  the  wish  for  forthei  investi- 
gatioiLof  the  case  to  the  government  of  the 


atiOD,of 
ruitedS 


Lord 

Rnswil,  based  on  the  depositions  of  twenty- 
one  persons  enlisted  by  rebel  agents. 
Copies  wilt  be  sent  by  next  mail. 

In  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  practices 
by  which  the  enlistment  of  many  British 
SDhJecta  into  the  United  States  Army  has 
been  procured.  General  Dix's  report  tu 
the  W&r  Department  of  the  imprvper 
means  employed  by  brokers  and  agents  to 
efTect  enlistments.  In  the  two  cases  where 
British  snUeots  have  been  condemned  to 
death  for  dceertion  the  sentence  baa  not 
beea  execnted. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informs  Ur.  Sew- 
ard that  it  would  not  oomport  with  the  in- 
teieets  of  tlie  service  to  order  the  Kear- 
sarge home  at  present  to  inveetigate 
cb^ge  asi^st  Captain  Window.  When 
the  vessel  returns  the  charge  will  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Repeating  the  reasons  in  instraotion  No.  941. 
Hr.  Sewatd  adds  that  when  the  Kearsarge 
can  with  safety  be  ordered  home  the 
charges  against  the  officers  will  be  investi- 
gated, and  if  on  v  are  fonnd  guilty  a  proper 
punishment  viill  be  meted  out  to  them. 

Transmits  debate  In  Itouse  of  Lords  on  the 
snlfiect  of  enlistments.  Lord  Russell  foils 
to  discriminate  between  the  act  of  one 
party,  which  persistently  enlists  men  in 
violation  of  the  obligatloQ  of  neutrality  as 
well  as  the  municipal  law  of  the  kingdom, 
and  the  act  of  the  other,  which  ouy  ac- 
cepts men  voluntarily  reeorting  to  the 
United  States  for  (he  purpose  of  there  of- 
fering to  take  service.  ThonKh  Lord  Rua- 
sell  promises  Loid  Clanricaide  that  if  be 
wiU  produce  evidence  to  prove  the  enlist- 
ment of  any  pwson  in  England  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  StAtee,  proceedings 
shall  DO  at  once  commenced,  Mr.  Adams 
has  yet  to  learn  that  a  single  case  of  enlist- 
ments for  Hie  insurgent  forces  has  been 


XLIT  ENFOKCEICENT  OF  NEDTBALITT. 

ALI^GED  FEDEfiAL  KECRUITINO  IN  IBELAND-Coii1Jnn«d. 


the  mlnlBtry  whenever  oomplaint  of  the 
action  of  the  United  States  ia  in  qaeatior 
Comments  upon  the  sentiment  in  Enj 
laud. 

Approves  ISi.  Adams's  noteof  the  S3d  of  Hay 
b>  Laid  BnsseU,  oonceniing  enlistmentB 
for  the  inanrcent  marine  service  in  British 
ports.  Mr.  Aaaiiis*Biirgen<^isoommeaded. 

The  debate  in  the  Hooee  of  Lords  in  resard 
to  the  alleged  American  violations  of  the 
enlistmentlaws  of  Great  Brittain  has  ex- 
cited much  attention  in  the  United  States. 
The  Senate  has  called  for  information. 
A  copy  of  the  President's  reply  is  inclosed. 


Is  among  the  poorer  classes  iu  Great 
iiniBin,  excites  nnea«ine««.  Comina:,  as 
it  does,  npon  the  general  desire  of  the 
higher  classes  that  the  Union  should  be 
broken  np,  no  difficalty  remains  in  ao- 
oounting  for  the  peculiar  tone  of  the 
speakers  in  the  debate. 

Observes,  fcom  Hi.  Adams's  No.  756,  that  the 
tone  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  less 
inimical  and  disreepectfol  to  the  United 
States  than  that  lately  exhibited  in  the 
House  of  Lords.  Examination  and  ex- 
planation of  the  oircomstancea  attending 
the  entislment  of  arrived  immigrants  into 
the  army  of  Che  United  States.  The  emi- 
gration .  firom  Europe,  instead  of  being 
new  and  anomaloo^  dates  from  the  six- 
teenth oentniy,  and  is  a  prooess  by  which 
society  in  Europe  is  relieved  and  civiliza- 
tion iu  America  Inslitnted.  The  snocesB 
of  the  AJrioan  slave  trade  is  insoied  if 
theinsui^ents  succeed,  and  the  principle 
of  propert;  In  slaves  will  be  spread 
through  the  continent  of  North  America 
■nd  its  adjacent  islands.  An  enlarged 
Tiew  of  the  question  will  make  it  appar- 
ent that  Great  Britain  is  hardly  leas  mter- 
ested  than  United  Btates  in  the  sncoe 
the  emigration  to  America. 

Mr.  Dudley  has  reported  the  institntion  of 

firooeedinifB  Id  regard  to  the  detention  of 
he  ship  Great  Western,  by  order  of  the 
British  government,  on  the  allegation  of 
some  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act.  Com  men  te  thereon. 
No  communication  has  yet  been  made  by 
Lord  Hossell. 

The  government  of  the  United  6tat«s  biM 
permitted  r«craiting  avents  to  enlist 
British  subjects,  while  nndet  the  Inflaenoe 
of  opiates  and  drags. 

Has  received  tnm  Liverpool  explicit  infor- 
mation couoemiug  the  detention  of  the 


XNFOBOEIEBNT  OP  HEDTIULITT. 
PROaECDTIOKS  OF  BEBBL  AQEIITS. 


Great  Weatem  at  that  port.  Bepeats 
that  t1i«  United  Btatoa  has  no  knowled^a 
of  any  design  to  enlist  Tecmits  for  its 
army  within  British  JnriBdiction.  Any 
person  violating  British  laws  wilt  be  left 
to  their  penalties.  If  any  undue  inter- 
ferenoe  with  citiiens  of  the  United  State* 
ahall  have  occmred,  prejudicial  to  their 
legal  righta,  protests  may  be  made. 
IneloBM  newqiaper  extracts  in  reeaidto  the 
alleged  reinuiting  for  tbe  federal  army  and 
the  shipment  of  the  recrnite  on  tbe  Great 
Westeni.  Two  hnndred  men  preparing  to 
embark  upon  tbe  Great  Weetem  were  ap- 
pealed to  by  confederate  Mento,  who  In- 
dnced  fifty  of  them  to  lemse  to  go  on 
board,  put  of  four  hnndred  pauengera 
bnt  two  oonld  be  induced  to  disembark  by 
British  officers  sent  od  boaitl  tot  thatpuT' 
poae.    It  appears  that  Messrs.  Bliss,  Ward 


meat  in  the  United  Statee  tot  at  least  one 

Sat.  Captain  Bvme,  who  was  sent  over 
BQperintend  the  embarkation  of  the 
passengers,  disappeared  as  soon  as  the  stir 
began  abont  improper  emigration  with  a 
view  to  enlistments  m  the  American  army. 
Knowledge  of  this  circnmstanoe  by  the 
British  government  may  account  for  de- 
tention of  Great  Western. 
The  release  ckT  the  Great  Western  has  dift. 
posed  of  the  questions  involved  in  its  de- 


PBOSECUTIOKB  OP  BEBEL  AGENTS. 


Is  infonned  that  prosecutions  are  in  oontem- 
plation  against  several  commercial  houses 
who  have  been  engaged  in  promoting 
plots  of  the  rebels  and  th'eir  British  sym- 
pathizers. Propriety  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment initiating  nie  prosecutions.  Ho; 
views  the  policy  of  the  British  ministry 
in  snob  cases  and  tbe  general  result  ot 
similar  prosecutions.    Case  of  Victor. 

Prosecutions  have  been  commoucod  not  only 
against  parties  at  Liverpool,  but  agaiuOT 
one  of  the  principal  officers  in  the  dock 
yard  at  Sheerness,  for  violation  of  the  en- 
Ustment  law.    Indications  of  this  policy. 

It  appears  from  the  tone  of  a  leader  in  the 
Loudon    Times     that    the    proaecutious 


ZNFOfiCEMENT  OF  NEnTEALITI. 
PBOSECUnONS  OF  BSBEL  AGENTS— Coutinnod. 


Hems.  Jones  ic  Co.,  are  condacted  mors 
to  eatia^  the  demuidH  of  tbe  United 
Shttee  Ib&n  from  an  intentioD  to  pimiah 
the  offeoders.  The  Buits  Bcainat  toe  two 
iron-olodB  at  Liverpool  will  come  to  trial 
next  moDtli.  The  inSnence  of  the  diffl- 
onltiee  in  the  north  of  Europe  npon  the 
ioBue  of  the  iron-clad  oaaee. 
Proceedinga  nnder  the  eolistmeDt  act  have 


Mr.    Sewaid    to 


Ang.  18 
Sept  30 


monr,  in  London,  removea  neoexsity  of 
uiime«Uate  coiniilalnt«  of  the  nneqnal  ac- 
tion of  Great  Britain  towards  the  bellig- 


John  Beymonr  pleaded  gniltv  to  the  ohane 
"    '  the  foreini  enlistment  act  Df 

enust  npon  insurgent 


of  violating  the  foreij 

Indndng  men  to  en  , 

'      '  Incloeee  Hmee  containing 


that  the  clemency  of  the 
British  government  in  dischargiag  Sey- 
mour wilhont  pDnishmeat  is  ul-jadgra. 
President  will  patiently  wait  to  see 
vhether  that  decision  has  the  salutary 
effect  which  is  expected  by  Great  Britain. 

Incloses  newspaper  reports  of  fiirther  trials 
held  at  Liverpool  for  violations  of  the  for- 
eig^i  enlistment  act.    The  cane  of  Bumble. 

The  discharge,  in  two  instances,  of  persons 
on  penal  obligation  not  to  repeat  the  of- 
fence of  violating  the  enlistment  laws, 
has  very  little  tendency  to  vindicate  the 
laws  or  assnre  the  neutrality  of  Great 
Britain.  The  President  will  reserve  the 
definitive  disposition  of  the  etiblect  nntil 
the  result  of  the  Ramble  trial  shall  be 
made  known. 

The  proceedings  acainst  Messrs.  Jones  and 
Highatt,  for  enlisting  seamen  for  the 
roMls  at  Liverpool,  has  terminated  in  a 
verdict  jrro/onaa,  with  nominal  penalty, 
to  which  the  parties  oonaented.  Inclosea 
report  of  the  trial.  The  timidity  of  the 
law  otHcers. 

Transmits  report  of  proceedings  in  the  ooort 
of  Queen's  Beoch  in  the  case  of  the  Crown 
against  Enmble.  There  is  no  reasonable 
doubt  of  bis  guilt,  but  it  is  eqnally  cer- 
tain that  great  efforts  will  be  made  to 


B  under  which 


fe,  statin  g^cb 

the  Sea  Kin^ 

BsioQ  of  confederates. 

rannmeuts  have  been  made  to  inveeti- 

le  the  case,  and  to  prosecute  Captain  Cor- 


Arrangemeuts 


bett  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act. 
The  end  of  the  trial  of  BnmUe  is  looked  fbr 
with  great  inteceet.  , .  , 

,    .dbCtiOOglC 


ENFOBOBUEirr  OF   wmiTWAT.riT 
PSOSECUnON  OF  BEBEL  AaENT8-C<mtiDii«d. 


IncloMB  note  transmittuig  to  Lord  BnMell 
intercepted  correqundence  relating  to  the 
tranaactione  of  the  confederate  agent, 
James  D.  Bnllook,  with  Heaars.  Jones 
and  Highatt,  and  with  Mr.  Bold,  all  be- 
lieved to  be  snttjeota  of  Great  BriloiD. 
Probable  proeecntion  of  Joae&^ighatt  A. 
Co.,  by  British  government.  The  captain 
of  the  Pemviau  corvette  Union  is  to  be 
pioeecated  also  for  violation  of  foreign 
eubntment  act. 

loclosM  the  London  Times  containing  report 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bnm- 


Fob.      3 
Feb.      9 


do 


ble. 

Incloses  report  of  the  close  of  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Hnnbte.  Is  of  the  opinion  tliat  no  Jnatice 
to  the  United  States  can  be  ezpeoted  from 
pressing  prosecutions  nnder  the  enlistment 
act  in  the  courts  of  Great  Britain.  De- 
scribes the  proceesof  proeecntion,  the  dnty 
devolving  upon  the  United  States,  and  the 
'"ipoesibuity  of  fulfilling  it,  in  the  tace  of 


odds  in  the  way  of  prtjuiiice  and  predeter- 
mined  opinions  npon  tne  part  of  the  Jory. 
Transmits  Lord  Boasell's  note,  stating  that  in 


view  of  the  facta  in  theeaseof  the  Scylla, 
the  lorda  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
have  decided  to  place  Mi.  Bumble  upon 
half  pay  as  an  officer  in  whom  theycanno 
longer  place  any  ooDfidence. 

Re  has  received  &om  the  lords  eommission- 
ers  of  the  admiralty  a  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  inqniry  held  nn- 
der their  ordeia,  at  Sheemew,  to  asoerb^n 
the  tmth  of  the  assertioD  that  a  govern- 
ment tug  accompanied  the  Scylla  or  Rap- 
pahannock on  the  night  of  her  departure 
nomSheernees  harbor.  It  seems  that  the 
court  are  satisfied  tliat  no  Kovemment  Tea- 
sel accompanied  the  8cyl&. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  United  States,  the  ao- 
qnittalof  Bumble wascontraiy  to  the  law 


to  fall  upon  the  ju^,  who,  without 

donbt,  rendered  their  venlict  under  the  in- 
flaence  of  national  enmity  to  the  United 
States.  Under  thecircnmstancee  the  United 
States  cannot  deem  themselves  called  npon 
to  appeal  to  Britidi  tribnoals  for  the  en- 
finvement  of  British  nentrality  laws.  The 
lemaininK  I  nenmnt  cniiaers,  which  are  the 
results  of  Britiu  patronage  and  fevor,  are 
only  kept  at  bay  by  United  States  watobf  ol- 
nesB,  and  not  through  British  interposition. 
Beqaesls  that  the  wrong  may  be  lesclnded. 
Accepts  with  satisfaction  the  a«t  of  the  Brit- 
ish government  concerning  oaae  o£  Mr. 
Bumble.  /  >  ■ 


itKBPT.  CBmSEBS. 
THE  8DHTEB. 


No. 

From  whom  and 
to  vhom. 

Date. 

Sahjeot 

1 

1B65. 

1099 

Hr.AdamBtoHr. 
S«wHd. 

Dee.     1 

JncloBes  report  af  proceedmge  in  cace  of  Cap- 
tain P.  8.  Corbett,  who  stands  charged  with 
having  enliated  oertain  Britieh  aabjecteoa 
board  the  Sea  King  alias  Shenandoah,  In 

479 

violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

The  actual  result  of  the  ease  of  Captain  Cor- 
bett, before  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench, 

47V 

Ur.  Adams. 

THE  SUUTEB. 


Hr.    Sewaid    to 


Incloses  copy  of  letter  from  Mr,  Bernard  in 
reference  to  connivance  of  the  authorities 
of  the  island  of  Trinidad  with  the  rebels. 
Mr.  Adams  is  instmcted  to  represent  the 
matter  lo  the  British  government  and  ask 
for  redress. 
Has  mentioned  the  subject  of  tlie  reception 
of  the  rebel  cruiser  Sumter  by  the  author- 
ities at  Trinidad  to  Ixird  Bouell,  who  said 
that  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Crown 
lawyers  for  report.  Will  make  formal  rep- 
resentation in  a  few  days- 
Transmits  copy  ot  his  note  to  liord  Bnesell, 
compluning  against  the  official  recep- 
tion and  the  supplying  of  the  Sumter  at 
Trinidad  after  she  had  destroyed  eleven 
American  vessels,  as  shown  by  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  Bernard,  and  requesting 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  sncn 
proceedings  in  the  future. 
Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Bnssell's  note  stating 
that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have 
decided  that  the  action  of  the  authorities 
at  Trinidad,  in  receiving  the  Sumter  and 
aUowiog  her  to-take  on  supplies,  was  in 
accordance  with  her  Majesty's  proclama- 
tion of  neutrality. 
Has  received  No.  58.  The  armament,  the 
spurious  commission,  and  the  depredations 
of  the  Snmt-er  constitute  her  a  pirate. 
Ihe  President  deeply  regrets  that  the  Bri- 
tish government  can'  ^ve  no  satisfactory 
answer  to  our  complaint  against  her  ac- 
knowledgment and  toleration  by  their  ool- 
ouiol  authorities.  The  United  Ststes  will 
consider  tbe  coarse  to  lie  pursued  for  the 
protection  of  their  commerce,  but  trust 
that  her  M^eety's  government  will  recon- 
sider their  determination, 
fielstes  to  oonversation  with  Mr.  Seward,  in 
which  the  latter,  referring  to  the  Sumter's 
reception  at  Trinidad,  stated  that  the 
Dutob  and  other  govamments  had  adopt- 
ed a  role  limiting  tlw  stay  of  rebel  vbb- 
sels  in  their  porta  to  twenty-foor  honrs; 


do 1 


A  O— IT vou  n 


biiu^Dg   prizes   iuta  Britieh  porta 
stricter  than  that  of  Fraaoe  and  muiy 
other  powenu 

In  answer  to  Mr,  Seward's  complaint  of  the 
treatment  of  the  Sumter  by  the  oolonial 
anthorities,  Earl  Rnaaell  declares  that  the 
recaption  and  privileges  aofordad  ber  at 
Trinidad  were  the  same  as  bad  been  pre- 
%iouBly  granted  b;  tbe  Dutch  and  Frenob 
onthoritieB  at  the  ialanda  of  Martiniqae 
BodCara{oa. 

The  Somter  boa  arrived  at  Cadiz,  bavinK 
de8tax>yed  tliree  veaaels  on  ber  way  irom 
Rio.  In  event  of  war  between  tbe  United 
Btates  and  England  it  is  said  the  rebels 
propose  to  start  ont  five.  Teasels  firom 
European  ports.  Tbeir  ontilte  are  not  yet 
completed.  The  Tnscarora  is  at  Soath- 
ampton. 

InobMes  ootreepondence  held  with  colonial 
anthoritioa  at  Qibraltar,  relative  to  arrival 
Mid  depredatipna  of  the  Sumter.  She  has 
not  coued  and  is  not  yet  readv  for  sea. 

At  Mr.  Spruce's  reqneet  transmits  copies  of 
letter  ana  telegrams  from  bim,  and  of  his 
correspondence  with  the  colonial  antbori- 
tiee  at  Qibraltar,  inclosing  sworn  protests 
and  depositions  of  officers  of  Amerioan 
vessels  destroyed  by  the  Snmter.  Mr. 
Spragne  protested 'ag^nat  the  equipment 
or  supply  of  tbe  Snmter.  Tbe  governor 
replied  that  tbe  Q neon's  proclamation 
VFOuld  be  strictly  observed.  Tbe  tweuty- 
fonr-hour  role,  (tbat  vessela  of  one  bellig- 
erent shall  not  follow  those  of  tbe  other 
ont  of  nentral  ports  within  twenty-fonr 
boors)  would  be  enforced.  Tbe  Oibraltsf 
coal  companies  refused  to  fumisb  the  ves- 
sel with  coaL 

Incloses  oopy  afhis  letter  to  Mr.  Adams.  The 
Sumter  is  stilt  at  Gibraltar.  She  is  receiv- 
ing clothing  from  Sontbampton  and  water 
from  shore.  Tbe  authorities  reftise  to  al- 
low her  men,  who  have  come  on  shore,  to 
be  forcibly  tftken  back  to  tbe  ship.  Mr. 
SpTOgue  recommends  that  a  federal  vessel 
be  sent  to  watch  her  proceedings. 

The  United  States  steamer  Tuaoarora  has  ai- 
Tived  at  Gibraltar.    The  Sumter  is  still  in 

Ert  and  has  not  yetcoaled.  Incloses  oop' 
.  of  farther  oorreapondence  with  the 
colonial  authoritiea. 
Troosmits  copiee  of  dispatches  from  Mr. 
Bprogne,  (one  of  which  arrived  with  tbe 
consular  «eal  broken,)  and  inclosed  corre- 
BDondenoe  with  the  oolooial  authorities  at 
Ghbrallar,  Captain  Semmes,  of  the  Snm- 
ter, oomptainea  to  tbe  govemor  that  the 


BBEXL  <SUIBEBfl. 

TSB  SOUIISS— Contlnned. 


asked  his  protection  and  had  been  refe 
to  the  local  ftathoriti^  The  goTcmot  ad- 
Tised  Mr.  Sprague  to  have  nothing  to  do 
mththem.  The  feelins  of  British  offloiaU 
appMiis  to  be  nnfriendJy,  The  Snniter  ia 
still  in  port,  being  unable  to  procure  ooaL 
The  new  rules  laid  down  by  Earl  Buasell, 
(January  31,)  limiting  the  stay  of  bellig- 
erent vessels  in  British  ports  to  twenty- 
four  hours,  unless  in  case  of  distreas,  were 
to  go  into  effect  at  Gibraltar  on  the  19th. 

Incloses  copies  of  two  communioatlons  to 
Hr.  Adams,  tA  the  effeot  that  the  Sumter  la 
still  in  port,  surrounded  by  United  States 
vessels  of  war. 

Transmits  copies  of  letters,  inolosnres,  and 
telegrains  from  Mr.  Sprague.  The  Sumter 
was  privately  sold  by  authority  from  Cap- 


Dee,   sr 
Doo.    31 


lb.    Adams    to 


of  authority  from  Mr.  Mason,  and  was 
finally  canceled  and  the  vessel  advertised 
ft)i  bale  at  public  anctioD.  Mr.  Sprague 
hereupon  protested,  on  the  cronud  of  her 
being  a,  prize  captured  from  Uni(«d  States 
citizens  by  the  rebels,  and  stated  that  she 
would  be  liable  to  recapture;  to  which 
the  governor  replied  that  no  proof  of  Lee 
being  snch  prize  had  been  furnished.  -  Mr. 
Sprague  claimed  that  the  sale  was  for  the 
purpose  of  avoicUug  a,  capture,  and  there- 
fore illecaL  The  Kovemor  published  a 
notice  of  the  c<>dsi3's  protest  for  the  in- 
formation of  bidders,  and  alsoof  thestato- 
meut  of  the.  captain  of  the  Sumter  that 
the  st«amer  had  been  regularly  fiurchased 
in  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Adams  lustruoted 
Air.  SpraEiis  to  protest  against  the  sale,  if 


her  piratical  character,  but  to  acquiesce  if 
it  appear  to  be  a  bona  fide  transaction. 
The  vessel  was  finally  sold  to  an  English- 
man and  commenced  to  toad ;  she  wfll  be 
convoyed  to  sea  if  neoessary. 

H.  G.  Klingender,  of  Liverpool,  will  proba.- 
bly  purchase  the  Sumter  for  Praaer,  Tren- 
holm  &.  Co. 

As  expected,  Slingender  has  purchased  the 
Sumter.  She  is  probably  as  much  confed- 
erate property  as  b«dbre  the  sale,  and 
should  be  oaptured. 


Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  BasseQ, 
asserting  his  belief  that  the  sale  of  the 
Sumter  waa  fraudulent,  asking  her  MiO^*" 
ty's  government  to  prevent  any  diunaga 
to  the  United  States  ensuing  therefrom,  or, 
in  defiuilt  of  soch  preventimi,  deolining  to 


THE  SDUTEB— Oos^asd. 


roettgniEe  the  Tolidity  of  the  sole  ahonld 
tbe  Samter  be  overhanled  b;  United  State* 

Being  fall;  Mtiafled  of  tbe  fraudulent  ohar- 
tcter  of  the  Samter's  sale,  has  instructed 
ISt.  Spiagne  and  navt^  officers  at  OibnJtai 
not  to  recognize  it«  ralidity  and  to  capture 
tbe  veeset  if  the  attempt  t«  leave  under  a 
Britiab  fla;;.  Incloses  Bote  from  Lord  Boa- 
Bell  etatiDK  that  the  matter  is  under  oou- 
eideratinDbj  the  law  (^cerauf  the  Crown. 
The  Sumt-er  baa  not  yet  left. 

Incloees  note  troiu  Lord  Bussell,  BtatiDK  that 
no  protection  will  be  afforded  the  Baint«r 
ontside  of  British  jnrisdiction,  bat  that 
her  nominal  owners  will  have  the  right  to 
appeal  to  tbe  prise  conrt,  where  ebe  may 
be  ai^adioated.  Has  tetegn^hed  Mr. 
Spiagne  to  that  efiect,  and  tlMt  she  should 
be  captnred'.  Mr.  Spiiwue  has  notified  our 
naval  commanddi*.  The  Snmter  is  coaling 
and  provisioning. 

The  Sumter  has  left  Gibraltar,  bonnd  west- 
ward, It  was  impossible,  on  account  of 
the  gale,  to  noti^  the  Chippewa. 

Annoancee  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  Liv- 
erpool ibr  repaira.  In  view  of  her  irauda- 
lent  sale  at  Gibraltar,  has  saggeeted  to  Mr. 


Transmits  copy  of  bis  note  to  Lord  Hnssell, 
asking  his  attention  to  the  beanug  of  her 
Uiuesty'e  proclamation  limiting  uie  stay 
of  belligerent  vessels,  npon  the  case  of  the 
Sunler  recently  bronght  to  Liverpool  for 
'  -  after  having  ondergone  aflctitiooa 


Mr.  Dudley  to 
Uc.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adorns  to 
Mr.  Seward. 


repairs  ai 


The  Snmter  is  being  repaired  at  Bixken- 

Indoses  noie  frotn  Lord  Rnasell,  stating  that 
her  Mi^ty's  government  cannot  asaome 
that  the  sole  ofthe  Snmter  was  fraudulent, 
and  nulees  that  fact  can  be  established  the 
vessel  does  not  come  within  the  prodamo- 


foracmise.  6he  will  probably  go  out  again 
as  a  pirate. 

Inclose*  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Bussell, 
eitinft  British  piecedents  against  the  legal- 
ity of  even  a  bona  fide  purchase  of  bellig- 
erent vessels  by  neattus,  and  protesting 
■Aidnst  the  recognition  of  the  validity  M 
the  transfer  of  the  Sumter. 

Indoees  published  answer  of  Earl  Bnseell  to 
a  protest  of  tbe  Mancbester  Union  and 
Emancipation  Society,  against  the  fitting 
out  of  vessels  for  the  rebels,  stating  that 
evidence  on  oath  is  necessary  to  convict  in 
proaecntionB  under  the  foreini  enlistment 
oet.    Also  faiolosee  slip  from  London  Star, 


REBEL  CBUISERS. 
THE  aUMTBR— Continaed. 


Mac.  34 
April    3 


Maj     7 
May    14 


May  aa 

May    09 


ao 


BtetiDK  that  the  Sumter,  noir  called  the 
Gibraltar,  is  ready  for  sea. 

EeffTB  to  tbo  iact  ttiat  Klingender  &  Com- 
pany, agents  of  the  Eeltela  in  LiverpMil, 
are  also  owner?  of  the  Sumter. 

The  Snmter,  (now  Giliraltar,)  has  not  yet  sail- 
ed. She  IB  nndoubtedly  liound  for  another 
piratioil  cmise.  Has  written  about  her  to 
coiiBuIe  at  Fayal  and  Funchal. 

luclosw  copy  of  Lord  Eussell'i       '    ' 


that  that  steanicrhad  been  closely  watched 
by  the  antborities  at  Liverpool,  that  noth- 
ing anapicionB  hiul  yet  been  found  in  regard 
to  her,  bnt  that  the  authorities  would  con- 
tinue tbeir  vigilance.  Also  incloses  copy 
of  his  reply,  expressing  gratification  at  the 
information  and  the  spontaneons  manner 
in  which  it  was  communicated. 

Incloses  copy  of  Xiord  Russell's  note  in  reply 
to  his  of  March  14,  protestiue  against 
the  recognition  nf  the  transfer  of  the  Snm- 
ter, (trausmittcd  with  No.  352,)  stating  that 
while  Great  Britain,  being  neutral,  cannot 
deny  her  snbjects  the  ngbt  to  purchase 
Teesels  of  war  from  a  belligerent,  she  has 
never  denied  the  right  of  the  other  bellig- 
erent to  disregard  such  transfer,  leaving 
the  qneetion  to  be  decided  in  the  prize 
court  where  the  vessel,  if  captured,  is  taken 
for  a^Jndicstion.  Also  incloses  cdpy  of  his 
reply  reasserting  his  former  position,  that 
Great  Britain,  as  a  neutral,  was  recogniz- 
ing the  validity  of  a  transaction  whi^  as 
a  belligerent,  she  hod  steadUy  denied. 

Hae  received  Ko.  369,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams's  position  in  oorrespondence  con* 
cemtng  tne  Snmter. 

Transmits  Lord  Russell's  note,  closing  tho 
correspondence  in  reference  to  the  lalldity 
of  the  Sumter's  transfer,  by  asserting  the 
determination  of  her  M^esty's  government 
t4>  abide  by  the  principles  of  iutemational 
law,  heretofore  maintatuod  by  th%m  in  the 
conrse  of  the  present  war. 

The  Sumter  is  preparing  to  sail,  probably 
as  a  privateer.  She  is  entered  to  load  for 
Callao  by  Klingender  &  Co. 

The  Sumter  is  taUng  on  board  an  iron  frame- 
work, rwBembling  a  pivot  bridge.  It  is  re- 
ported that  Captain  Reed,  of  the  rebel 
navy,  is  to  command  her. 

The  ^me-work  taken  on  board  the  Somtec 
was  made  by  the  Hersey  Forge  Company, 
and  is  believed  to  be  an  iron  turret  iot 
some  war  vessel.  Guns  to  acoomi»Miy  it 
are  to  be  placed  on  board  this  evening. 

Inclosea  report  from  a  reliable  party  insi£  tho 
Mersey  min  and  Steel  Works,  showing  th»t 
th^  have  been  manufacturing  armor,  gous, 
and  maehiiwry  fbr  confederate  veeseu. 


BKBEL  CBUISEBa. 

THE  SABBYtLLE. 


TranNuito  copies  of  his  notes  to  Lord  Rtueoll, 
with  incloenres,  showing  tlmt  the  Sumter 
is  being  fitted  out  for  warlike  pnrposes. 
Lord  Buseell  replies  that  the  Burveyor  at 
LiTaqfool  lus  private  infonnatlon  that  it 
ia  not  iiiteiid«d  to  refit  her  as  a  war  veeael ; 
bat  that  the  matter  will  receive  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  government. 

The  impresaion  now  ia  that  the  Snmter  will 
run  toe  blockade  with  her  cargo  of  anna 
and  maQitions  of  war.  The  two  guns  are 
still  to  be  put  on  board. 

Has  tDfomed.  the  customa  authoritiea  that 
the  Sumter  has  taken  on  two  large  guns. 
They  refuse  her  a  clearance,  or  permbaloa 
to  ship  the  guns.* 

The  coUector  refuses  to  dear  the  Sumter 
with  the  gnna  on  board,  and  threatena  (o 
seize  her  if  ahe  attempta  to  sail  witboat  a 
clearance.  From  a  discnsBiua  in  Parlia- 
ment tost  night,  however,  it  seems  that 
the  government  haa  given  in,  and  she  will 
be  aUowed  to  aail  with  the  guns  on  board. 
.  JiHj  3  The  Sumter  haa  sailed  with  guns  and  cargo, 
believed  to  be  for  Lairds'  iron-clods.  She 
has  Dot  cleared,  but  will  probably  do  so 

.  July  4  The  deorance  of  the  Snmtet,  for  Nassau, 
appeals  iuthia  morning's  papers.  Her  cap- 
tain i8aaouthemer,named.Keid,aDdKliii- 
geoder  is  her  conaigoee. 
July  10  The  Sumter  has  Bailed  with  large  cargo  of 
cannon  and  stores.  The  govenimeut  at- 
tempted to  stop  her,  bnt  desisted  on  being 
told  that  the  guns  were  sent  as  freight- 
No  attention  haa  been  paid  Mr,  Adams's 
representations  as  to  the  law  of  the  case. 
The  government  which,  when  itself  bellig- 
erent, denied  a  nentral's  right  to  purchase 
belligerent  vessels,  has  permitted  its  own 
Buttjeots  to  do  Bu  while  itself  neutral.  Of 
course  the  ship  cannot  be  reclaimed  if  cap- 
tured by  United  States  vessels. 


THE  NASHVILLE. 


Annonnces  the  arrival  at  Bermuda  of  the 
rebel  steamer  Nashville,  from  Charleston 
for  Liverpool.  Incloses  copies  of  bis  let- 
ters to  the  governor  protesting  against 
her  being  supplied  with  coal,  and  the  gov- 
ernor's answer,  stating  that  she  had  been 
reftised  permission  to  supply  herself  from 
government  dock-yard.  She  will  be  aup- 
plied  by  private  partiea,  notwithstanding 
remonstrances,  bat  cannot  leave  within 
six  days.  She  hoe  no  armament.  Will 
endeavor  to  notify  United  States  vesselk. 


fiEBBL  CltUlSEBS.     - 

THE  NASHVILLE— Condiined. 


Tbeaecretai?  to 
the  adnimltf 
to    Mi.    H*m- 


Hr.  Hammond  to 
Huf  MoretuT 
to  the  admi- 
ralty. 

The  Beeretsiy  to 
the  admiralty 
to    Mr.  Ham- 


Hr.    Adams    to 


Shoving  aisUtance  friTen  hj  British  anUior- 
itiea  at  Bennoda  in  supplying  the  Nash- 
Tills  with  coal,  and  unnsual  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  her  ofQcers.  The  Nashville  left 
on  the  5tb  inat.,  having  taken  on  five  hun- 
dred tons,  and  pnrchaseil  four  hundred 
more,  to  be  fhmiahed  to  any  other  confed- 
erate vessel  which  might  arrive.  Steamer 
Flngal,  from  Glasgow,  with  supplies,  has 
left  ostensibly  for  Jamaica,  having  taken 
a  Charleston  pilot  from  the  Nashville. 

Inclosing  oopieeof  telegrams  between  admi- 
ralty and  the  superintendent  of  packets 
at  Sontbampton,  in  reference  to  the  arri- 
val there  of  confederate  war  steamer 
Nashville,  and  hei  burning  of  Amerieaa 
Havre  packet  ship ;  and  reqnestiiig  in- 
Btnictions  as  to  her  landing  and  receiving 
snppltee. 

Hss  neu4  from  Consul  Britton  of  the  Naah- 
ville's  arrival  at  Southampton,  and  of  the 
capture  and  destruction  hy  her  of  the 
American  ship  Harvey  Birch.  Has  seen 
Captain  Nelson,  of  the  latter  vessel,  (naA 
wiU  have  testimony  pnt  in  shape  for 
presentation  to  the  firitiah  government, 
with  an  application  for  its  intervention. 

Has  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Nashville  at  Southampton,  and  of  the 
deatmctlon  by  her  of  the  Harvey  Birch. 

Earl  Russell  requests  that  the  admiralty 
give  directions  not  to  allow  the  Nashville 
to  complete  her  equipment  or  to  take  in 

Incloses  Ibr'  Earl  Russell's  information  cop- 
ies of  letters  and  telegrams  from  Captain 
Patey,  annonnuing  amval,  and  givinjr  de- 
scription of  the  Nashville.  The  offloers 
and  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  destroyed 
by  her,  have  been  released  and  placed  on 
shore.    The  vessel  goes  into  dry-dock  for 

Has  advised  Captain  Nelson  to  commence 
legal  proceedings  against  the  master  of 
the  NasbvUle  to  recover  his  property  cap- 
tnred  in  the  Harvey  Birch.  Transmits 
copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell  calling 
his  attention  to  inclosed  deposition  in 
Captain  Nelson;  also,  to  Hie  avowed  de- 
sign of  the  Nashville  to  refit  In  England, 
and  asking  whether  the  British  govern- 
ment will  not  regard  her  ns  a  pirate,  and 
if  not,  whether  she  will  be  allowed  to  re- 
fit in  violation  of  the  Queen's  proclama- 
tion; also,  reminding  Lord  Russell  of  the 
prompt  action  taken  by  the  United  Statea 
government  npon  complaint  of  British 
minister  against  the  hark  Maury  in  1855. 

Pablie  indignation  is  strong  against  the 
action  of  the  Nashville  in  burning  the 
Harvey  Birch.    An  officer  has  been  sent  to 


Hw  aecrataiy  to 
the  admlnlty 
to    Hr.  Ham- 


kud  Peachej 
to  Eul  Bns- 
BelL 

•Mr.  Cllve  to  Mr. 
HauuQond/ 


Ur.  Laynrd  to 
U««sr8.  Oliver- 
Bon.  L>Tie, 
and  Peachey. 

Hr.  Layaid  to 
Hr.  cure. 


Not.   S7 
Not.  27 


tlie  feisHT  to  demand  chronometer,  &,e., 
taken  from  latter  vesael.  This  action,  it 
ia  hoped,  will  fonM  the  commander  of  the 
NaebviUe  to  show  his  oommiaaion. 

InctoBiDg,  for  Earl  Baraell's  information, 
copy  (U^ahipi>inf[articleB  of  the  Nashville; 
of  Uie  commisaion  of  CharleB  M.  Fanntla- 
loy,  aa  lieatenant  la  the  confederate 
nav^;  and  of  order  detailing  Lieutenant 
Bennett  for  datv  on  board  t^  NaflhTille. 

Hare  applied  to  Sonthampton  magistrates, 
in  beualf  of  Captain  Nelson^or  warrant 
on  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  NaehTille,  to 
recover  property  taken  from  the  Harvey 
Biich,  and  reqnMt  Lord  RnsseU  to  aathor- 
ize  s^d  maffistratee  to  Kraut  s^d  warrant. 

Incloses  copies  of  letters  to  the  conunission- 
eis  of  etutoms  and  mayor  of  Southamp- 
ton, referriUK  them  to  the  foreint  enlist- 
ment act  and  the  Qneen'e  prot^mation, 
for  instructions,  sljonld  the  NaahviUe  at- 
temjpt  to  complete  her  ec|nipment,  and 
asking  the  pnrpose  of  her  vmit. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Rossell's  note.  atotinK 
that  no  violation  of  the  foreign  onlistment 
act  will  be  permitted  by  tlie  Nashville. 

Informs  them  that  Lord  Rnssell  haa  no  power 
to  authoilze  Soathampton  magistrates  to 
issue  warrant  against  commander  of  the 
Nashville. 

Transmits  eopy  of  letter  from  Heeers.  Oliver- 
•on,  Lavie,  and  Peachey  to  Lord  Enssell, 
asking  him  to  aatbonze  magistrates  at 
Boatbamntoa  to  issae  warrant  against 
commander  of  the  Nashville  for  recovery 
of  property  taken  from  tbe  Harvey  Birch, 
and  of  his  answer  declining  to  grant  sack 
antbority. 

Incloses  copy  of  Lend  Russell's  letter,  stating 
that  inasmock  ae  the  Nashville  is  a  regu- 
larly commissioned  confoderato  ship  of 
war,  her  destruction  of  tbe  Harvey  Birch 
was  an  act  of  legitimato  warfare;  that 
orders  had  already  been  given  to  prevent 
her  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
act,  or  of  tbe  Qneen's  proclamation,  and 
that  if  any  further  measures  were  neces- 
sary tbey  wonld  be  taken.  Mr.  Adams 
bas  declined  requests  of  private  parties 
for  authority  to  captsre  tbe  Nashville, 
though  such  a  proceedinff  would  be  bo- 
CordiDK  to  Enelisb  doctrine.  He  recom- 
mends lettiag  the  subject  of  tbe  Nashville 
rest  nntil  after  tbe  excitement  caused  by 
the  capture  of  Mason  and  Slidell  bas  anb- 
Blded. 

Mot.  S9  IncloaeBCopyofdtapatch^mOovemorOtd, 
of  Bermuda,  reporting  his  proceedinea  in 
reference  to  tbe  Nashville  while  at  that 
port ;  copy  of  instmctions  sent  him  by  the 


^dbyCoogle 


BEBEL   CAUSERS, 
THE  KASHTILLE— CoBtinned. 


Dnke  of  Netrcastle  to  the  effect  that  for- 
eign consuls  bftTe  no  right  to  teize  t/ay 
voaaels  in  Britiiih  WBtete,  and  that  colonial 
aathorities  cannot  prohibit  exportation  of 
arms,  mnaitlous  ofVar,  or  snppliee,  anlees 
the  foreign  enLstment  act  ia  violated,  and 
then  can  only  act  in  accordance  with  law ; 
also  copy  of  proposed  dispatch  from  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle  to  governor  Ord,  ap- 

6i)jving   his  action  in   the  case  of  tike 
aahville. 

Has  endeavored,  bnt  failed,  to  asoertain 
whether  Che  Nashville  is  regularly  com- 
missioued  by  the  inaurjienta.  Claims  that 
Lieutenant  Peanam'a  commisaion  is  mere- 
ly peraonal,  and  does  nut  assign  him  to 
any  ship.  Incloses  opiniou  of  lawyers, 
and  letters  showing  failure  to  procure  war- 
rant. Fears  that  nothing  can  be  done  to 
determiue  character  of  the  vesseL 
la  anticipated,  con  do  nothing  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Nashville  is  a  privateer,  a 
confedera  t«  ship  in  commission,  or  a  pirate. 

Earl  RuBBell  concurs  in  the  pro{>osed  dia- 


Mr.  Waddington 
to  Mi.  Ham- 
mond. 

Ur.  Hammood  to 
the  secrets^  to 
the  admiralty. 


Hr.  Mone  to  Hr. 

Seward. 
Ur.    Seward    to 

Mr.  Adoma. 


Deo.  7 
Nov.  30 
Deo.-     3 


Dec  11 

Deo.  12 

Dec.  16 

Deo.  19 

Deo.  30 

Dec  30 


■red  Lord  Russell's  not«  of  Novem- 
ber 28.  Regrets  the  liberal  conatmctioD 
given  to  the  evidence  of  the  character  of 
Uie  Nashville,  bat  expresses  aaticfoctiou 
at  orders  issned  to  prevent  violations  of 
nentralitf. 

The  Nashville  is  now  being  repaired,  and 
will  propably  leave  near  the  end  of  the 
month,  in  cmiae  against  the  United  States. 
If  proper  evidence  oontd  be  obtained,  Lord 
Enasell  would  try  to  procnre  her  condem- 
nation. Captain  Nelson  has  failed  to  get 
hia  case  before  the  courta. 

Tranamits  copy  of  Lord  Rusaell'a  note,  wjtb 
Incloaures  udowing  the  character  of  re- 
pairs necessary  to  De  made  on  the  Naah- 

Haa  received  No.  77,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's representations  in  reference  to  the 
Nashville. 

Incloses  letter  from  Southampton  town  clerk 
to  ttie  effect  that  the  Southampton  ia  in 
dock  being  repaired.     . 

Inclosee  papers  showing  0iat  the  Nashville  ia 
being  repaired  at  Southampton,  and  re- 
quests, by  direction  of  Lord  Buasell,  that 
tlte  naval  officer  at  that  port  he  inatrnoted 
to  visit  her  and  report 

Incloses  affidavit  of  Frederick  Williams,  oook 
on  board  the  Nashville. 

Has  received  No.  86.  _Ie  ^tified  to  learn  of 


rASHVILLE— Om&tned. 


The  secretaiy  to 
the  BdminltF 
to    Ur.   H»d)- 

Mr.  Hmunoiid  to 
th«aecreta^to 
the  adminJtT. 

The  aecietarf  to 
the  ftdmiraltT 
to    llr.    Ham- 


Jaa.  13 

Jul  13 

Jan.  13 

Jan.  13 


that  the  oominandei  of  the  VaahTille  rep- 
n*ei)t«d  her  to  the  gaverner  of  Bermvaa 

aa  a  merchant  TesBeL 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Rnasell's  note,  hicloB- 
ing  papers  showinK  the  extent  of  repain 
on  the  Naahville;  ftleo  copy  of  his  note  to 
Lord  Rnssell  inclosing  depOBition  of  Frede- 
rick Williams,  showing  tliat  the  comman- 
der of  the  Maohvillo  had  represented  her 
to  the  goTemot  of  Bermuda  aa  a  merchant 
veeael;  also  copy  of  Earl  Bnsaell's  reply, 
stating  that  a  correct  accovnt  of  the  lep- 
reeentatious  made  by  the  commander  of 
the  Naabvillo  will  be  procured  from  the 
governor  of  Bermuda. 

Incloses  copy  of  telegram  from  Captain  Patey, 
Btatinz  that  men  &om  the  United  States 
ship  Tnscarora  had  been  discovered  watch- 
ing the  Nashville,  with  orders  to  signal 
their  shin  should  tJie  latter  leave  port. 

Earl  Buesetl  thinks  a  man-of-war  should  be 
placed  near  Southampton  to  proyent  hos- 
tilities between  the  Tnscarora  and  Nash- 
ville, in  British  waf«r*,  or  pursuit  by  the 
fijrmer  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Incloees  liopy  of  letter  from  captain  of  her 
M^jestv'B  ship  DaantlesB  to  Captain  Cra- 
ven, or  the  Tuscarora,  stating  that  he  has 
received  iustmctions  to  prevent  hostilities 
between  tlie  Tuaoarora  and  Nashville,  in 
British  wat«r«,  and  callins  his  attention 
to  the  twenty-fonr-hour  rule. 

Incloses  telegram  from  Captain  Fatey,  stat- 
ing that  caiitofns  of  Tuscarora  and  Naah- 
viUe  have  promised  that  one  vessel  will  not 
follow  the  other  within  twenty-four  hours, 
and  both  will  observe  strict  neutrality. 

Transmits  copy  of  letter  from  Captain  Will- 
cox,  of  Danntleas,  inclosing  note  from 
Captain  Craven. 

The  Tnacorora  has  left  Sonthampton  and 
anchored  ontside  of  port. 

The  TuBoarora  has  returned  to  her  former 
anohorafe. 

Incloses  !tetter  from  Captain  Patey,  and 
copied  of  his  correspondence  with  com- 
manders of  the  TuBc^rora  and  NaahviUe, 
who  adhere  to  the  twenty-fonr-honr  rule. 


carora  and  NsshTiQe.  The  former  has  left 
Sonthampton. 
The  Tnsoarora's  presenoe  at  Sonthampton 
has  changed  the  purpose  of  the  rebels  in 
regard  to  the  Nashville.  She  will  perhaps 
be  sold.  Incloses  copy  of  Lord  BusselTs 
note,  in  reference  to  the  lauding  of  armed 
men  from  the  Tnscarora  for  the  purpose 
of  watching  the  Nashville,  and  statins 
that  neither  this,  nor  hostilities  in  Bntiso 
waters,  nor  violation  of  the  twenty-fbnl- 
honi  role,  can  be  permitted.  qq 


His  seontMy  to 
the  admiralty 
to   Ht.    Hiun- 

Ur.  Adaioa  to 
Mr.  Seward. 

The  aeoretfti;  to 
the  RdnuTftlty 
to  Hr.    Haiu- 


Hr.  Lkird  to  the 
aeoretArytothe 
admiral  tf. 

The  BeciBtai7  to 
the  admiralty 


The  TtiMsarora  left  Sonthftinpton  on  the  SOth 
instant  and  anchored  oatmde,  but  has  unoe 
retained. 

Jan.  34  The  positions  of  the  Tuscarora  and  Nashville 
are  still  no  changed. 

Jan.  26  Transmits  copy  of  Captain  Fate/B  letter, 
askinf  whether  the  Tuscaiora  and  Nssh- 
vill»  Bboald  be  allowed  to  remain  indefin- 
itely at  fioDthampton,  showing  the  possi- 
bility of  a  colliaion  in  harbor,  and  sng- 
gesting  that  they  ahonld  be  called  npon 
lot  a  written  notice  as  to  the  time  Uiey 
intend  to  sail;  also  copy  of  his  reply,  giv- 
ing ordera  in  accordanoe  with  that  sug- 
gestiou. 

Jan.  V!  The  Tuscarora  haa  given  natioe  of  intention 
to  put  to  sea  to-morrow.  Orden  have 
been  iasDed  to  notaiy  the  Nashvills. 

Jan.  2S  Has  laid  his  note  to  Hr.  Hauunond,  of  yes- 
terday, balbce  Eail  BimnelL 

Jaa.  S8  Ineloset  telenam  from  CMrtaiu  Patey,  an- 
nooncing  that  commander  of  the  Tofr- 
eaiora  had  notified  him  that  he  had  poat- 
ptoned  her  departure  till  the  fint  fine  day, 
to  which  Captain  Patey  replied  that  the 
weather  was  iavorable  and  raquested  him 
to  leave  at  ojice. 
The  Tuscarora  haa  left  Sonthampteu 


Hr.    Adams     to 


Inoloacs  letter  from  Captain  Patey,  covering 
correspondence  with  C^tain  Craveu  in 
reference  to  postponemeut  of  the  Tusca. 
tdtb'b  departure. 

Transmits  oopy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Adams, 
inclosing  Captain  Craven's  correspondence 
with  Captain  Patey  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  Tuaoaiora,  and  oammeut- 
ing  npon  the  terms  of  the  latter's  letter  of 
theST 


Patey  and  Craven,  and  requesting  expla- 
nation of  the  aeeming  diffennca  m  t[«at- 
■oent  of  United  States  and  confederate 
•kipa.  Also,  eamv  of  Lord  EnaaeH's  nott^ 
■tating  that  no  olacrimination  ia  intended 
agaisat  the  United  States,  but  that  it  has 
been  inpoesible  to  apply  the  same  mle  to 
both  partiea,  for  raaaona  whioh  will  be  ex- 
plained after  commnuioatiou  with  the  ad- 
niiolty  board.  Strict  rolea  are  about  to 
he  promulgated  to  prevent  violations  «f 
neatrality. 
Inoleeee  tapj  of  Loudon  SazettA,  containing 
nilea  pievionely  referred  to,  and  snmmair 
of  bottrd  of  admiralty's  proceedings  in  lef- 


TBX  WWfODk. 


30. 

Fran  irhom  and 
to  whom. 

Sate. 

SDMeat. 

t 

186S. 

ftnebor  In  Tumonth  Srads,  the  NaahTille 
■will  not  bo  compelled  to  go  to  sea  nntU 

a 

Ut.    I>BdleT    to 

F«b.     4 

688 

Mi.8ewwd. 

TDHcarora   is    detained   for   twenty-foni 
hours  by  a  British  man-of-wftr. 
Haa  recenred  No.   103,  and   approves   Mr. 

1T9 

Mr.    Sewud    to 

P«b.     6 

6BS 

Mr.AdMas. 

of  the  ftitish  govamment  to  preserre  the 
nentnlHy  of  its  waters 

113 

Mi.    Adama    to 

P«b.     7 

5e& 

Mr.  SewM^ 

has  signified  his  intention  to  abudi^  the 
nniBiirt,  and  to  look  after  the  Somter,  at 
6ibralt«r. 

e 

Mr.     Allen      to 

Feb.    20 

Inolosee  letter  from  GoTemor  Ord,  informing 
him  that  the  British  goTemment  will  not 

589 

Ui.gewMd. 

aUow  the  formation  of  a  ooftl  depot  at 

6 

do 

Fab.  sa 

Annonnceo  arrival  for  coal  of  the  Nashville 

changed.     She  has  little,  if  day,  cargo. 

The  Neville  is  gettuig  foals  Irom  a  ffritish 

ship  at  Bermnda.    She  will  probaljly  go 

590 

7 

da .> 

Feb.    SS 

590 

directly  homo. 
The  NaehTiUe  left  Bennnda  yestwday,  e^ 
corted  by  a  British  nnn-of-war,  having 

8 

do.-.: 

Feb.    9e 

691 

taken  on  ooal  and  crew  of  a  eohooner  from 

Newbem,  Nori.h  Carolina.    She  wiU  prob- 

ably go  to  Charleston. 

196 

Mr.    Bew>rd    to 
Hr.Ad»D». 

FMi.    96 

Captain  Craven  has  reported  his  proooed- 
ings,  trad  reasons  thenfor,  to  the  Navy 
Department 

Eecount*  Lord  Palmanton'B  Ungnage  in  oon- 
vereation  with  Mr.  Adams  wHUe  the  Tn»- 

591 

Earl   Rowell    to 

Not.  88 

691 

Lord  Lyoos. 

oarora  and  NashviUe  were  still  in  British 

■waters,  to  the  eflfeet  that  no  interference 
with  foreign  veeaels  oould  bo  permitted 
within  BrUlsh  jurisdiction,  and  that  Uie 

right  of  eesxch  mnflt  not  be  used  to  har- 

THE  FLORIDA.  ■ 


The  gnnboat  Oi«t«,  bnilt  at  Liverpool,  Is 
taking  in  coal  and  will  probably  leave  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week,  without  her  ar- 
mament, which  will  be  taken  on  board 
eisewhefe.  The  builders  pretend  that  she 
is  for  the  Itoliaa  government,  bnt  the 
Italian  ooasnl  know*  nothing  about  her, 
and  it  is  strongly  snapected  that  abe  is 
intended  for  the  lebeU.  Has  informed 
Mr.  Aduns. 

The  Oreto  is  nudonbtedly  for  the  rebels. 
Her  armaBieut,  from  FawoeH,  Pn^ui  tc 
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Co.'a  fimndiy,  ia  being  pnt  on  board  in 
pieoes.  She  will  be  equal  to  the  Tnscftro- 
ta  when  oontpleted.  She  made  a  trial  trip 
yesterday. 

Tnmsuiite  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Kussell, 
with  Mr.  Dudley's  letter,  showing  the 
Orefo  to  hove  been  boilt  and  fitted  out  by 
known  rebel  sympathizers,  and  going  to 
prove  that  she  ia  for  the  coniederacy. 
ilao  transmit*  Lord  Russell's  replj,  stating 
that  the  matter  had  been  proper!  J  referred, 
and  bis  further  note  incloeine  report  of  the 
customs  commissioners  to  the  effect  that 
the  Oreto  is  destined  for  Palenuo ;  that 
she  is  not  as  yet  supplied  with  gnne,  noi 
is  it  known  uiat  she  wiU  receive  tliem  ii 
England. 

The  Oreto  has  been  taking  in  provisions 
and  enlisting  large  numbers  of  men.  Her 
commander  )s  eKpectod  by  the  West  India 
boat.  She  will  Tie  taken  outside  as  an 
English  ship  and  transferred  to  the  rebels. 
Uer  pilot  thinks  she  will  go  to  some  other 
port  for  her  armament  and  tJien  start  for 
a  piratical  cruise  in  the  Meditorraoean. 
Has  notifled  consuls  at  seaports. 

The  Oreto  has  been  compelled  to  register  af 
an  English  vessel,  and  has  r^ularly  en 
tered  for  Palermo  and  .lamaica.   She  sailed 

Jeaterday  with  a  year's  supplies  on  board. 
i  ia  reported  tbaC  her  armament  haa  pre~ 
ceded  her  on  the  Bermuda.    lucloaea  o: — 


&.  Company. 

Has  written  to  Mr.  Maisb,  at  Turia,  and  to 
Mr.  Sprague,  at  Gibraltar,  in  regard  to  the 
Oretc^a  departure  for  Palermo.  Has  heaid 
of  the  Eearaarge'a  arrival  at  Cadiz. 

IndoBCfl  copy  of  nis  note  to  Lord  Rnsaell, 
(covering  Mr.  Dudley's  letter  in  reference 
to  the  Oreto,)  in  which  he  alleges  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Oreto  to  be  to  make  war  upon 
the  United  Statee,  and  deprecates  the  pol- 
icy of  the  British  government  in  allowing 
the  inanfBcieucy  of  municipBl  law  to  deter 
it  from  the  prevention  of  hlockade-rr 
ning  and  Gttiiig  out  of  privateera  as  tend- 
ing to  produce  irritation  in  America,  and 
to  prolong  the  war  to  the  detriment  of 
Britiah  oommercial  iDteresta.  Mr.  Adama 
haa  not  much  confideoc«  in  tbe  ancc 
these  repreaentatious,  bnt  tliinka  i 
portant  to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for 

The  Oreto  haa  retomed  to  tho  rivet.  It  is 
believed  that  she  wiU  go  to  Madeira  and 
Naaaaa  and  attempt  to  mu  Uie  blockade. 
Part  of  het  armament  has  been  placed  o] 

Tnutamits  copy  of  Lord  Bnssell'a  note,  atat- 
iug  tbat  Olden  have  been  given  to  oetain 


He.     Adams    to 


Mr.    Seward    to 
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tbe  purpose  oi  makiDg  war  on  tbe  United 
Slat«B,  aaaertiog  tbafthe  Uoited  Statw 
goTemment  has  received  the  greftt«r  port 
of  tbe  ums  and  mpplies  sent  from  Eug- 
land  lot  the  belUgereuta,  and  baa  enliMul 
Biiliah  enbjectB  in  tbe  army  in  violation  of 
the  Qaeen'a  proclamation,  and  alleging 
that  the  Eogiiab  law  is  sufBcient  to  pi»- 
Tent  violatiuna  of  nentrallt;  if  proper  evi- 
dence can  be  procnred. 

April  9  Inc1oM«  alipe  srom  Liverpool  HercQi;  in 
refeienoe  to  tbe  privateer  Oreto. 

April  11  iDclosee  cop;  of  Lard  Roesell's  note,  oaver- 
ing  report  of  ciutoma  board  going  to  show 
that  tbe  Oreto  Is  an  ordiuMgr  merchant 

Has  had  a  conference  with  Lord  HusseU.  in 
which  be  deprecated  the  action  of  her 
UfOcstys  offlcera  in  ignoring  in  their  re- 
port the  notoriona  and  avowM  destination 
of  the  Oreto. 

Bafera  to  the  employment  of  the  port  of 
Naaaan  as  a  depot  fur  blockade-nmnera. 
Aononncoa  the  arrival  there  of  tbe  rebel 
privateer  Oreto,  her  eeieure  by  the  antbor- 
ities  upon  represeutatioDS  made  by  the 
United  St«tes  consul,  aad  ber  snbaequent 
release  immediately  after  the  arrival  of 
Captain  Semmea,  formerly  of  the  Sumter. 
Mr.  Adams  is  inatructed  to  protest  against 
said  release,  and  to  ask  the  consideration 
of  her  Mi^eety'a  gnvoniment  npon  the  nse 
made  of  tne  port  of  Nassau  b^  the  rebels. 
Onr  exertions  to  prcveut  Bimilar  proceed- 
ings during  tbe  Canadian  iusurrectiou  of 
Iw'  Edionld  entitle  uS  to  reciprocity. 

Has  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Russell,  in 
which  the  latter  stated  that  he  had  no 
infonnation  as  to  the  Oreto's  seizure  at 
Nassau,  and  that  he  bad  received  remon- 
strances from  British  merchants  against  tbe 
blockade,  to  which  be  had  replied  that  her 
H^esty's  government  oould  afford  no  pro- 
tection to  parties  engaged  in  breaking  it. 
Mr.  Adams  dwelt  upon  the  excitement 
likely  to  be  caused  in  tlie  tinited  States 
by  depredations  of  vessels  like  tbe  Oreto. 

Relates  to  tbe  seizure  of  tbe  Oreto  at  Nassaa 
on  sospicion.  Her  Majesty's  government 
bopes  that  tills  manifestatinu  of  Cheii  de- 
idre  to  folflll  inturnalioual  obligations  will 
cause  the  United  States  government  to 
heaiCate  before  issuing  letters  of  marque. 
I  Mr.  Btaart  is  instructed  to  represent  to 
Mr.  Seward  tbe  dangers  of  such  a  couise. 

Has  represented  to  Mr.  Sewaid  the  possible 
dangeiB  of  issning  letters  of  marque,  to 
which  he  rejilied  tJiat  in  consequence  of 
the  Moent  friendl}'  attitude  of  her  M^J- 
ttftj'a  Kovenunent  in  tbe  caae  of  the  Oreto, 
sad  In  expectaticm  of  its  oontinnaaee  Ui^ 
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Feb.    39 


oUier  eue^  letters  of  marqoe  would  no* 
at  premut  be  resorted  to. 

Trauaniits  copy  of  Lord  Bnssell'a  note,  in- 
okHBg  oopiee  of  a  report  wid  pftpera  re- 
coivad  from  the  wietoma  commissionero, 
going  to  show  that  llie  Oreto,  now  held 
»t  NasMn  for  trial  under  the  foreign  euliBt- 
ment  act,  had  left  Liverpool  without  a»a 
or  varlike  etorea  on  board,  and  had  vio- 
lated no  law  while  there.  Has  aent  to 
Mr.  Dodlev  for  more  evidence. 

Haa  received  from  Mr.'Morae  copr  of  an  in- 
tercepted letter  from  S.  E.  Mallor;,  pre- 
tended tecretaiy  of  the  ooufoderate  navy, 
to  James  H.  North,  commander  in  that 
navy,  showing  that  two  war  veB8el&  in- 
olntUng  the  Ch'eto,  had  been  bnilt  in  Eng- 
land ki  the  rebels.  Mi.  Adams  is  in- 
Btrocted  to  lay  this  evidence  before  the 
British  government,  in  hopes  that  it  may 
give  color  to  fntore  complaints  against 
simitar  transactions. 

Transmits  copy  of  hia  note  to  Lord  KtueeU, 
inclosing  copy  of  intercepted  letter  from 
Mallory  to  North,  and  claiming  that  his 
late  reinonatranc«a  have  been  madeagainat 
direct  violationsof  mnnicipal  law,  which, 
if  not  enforced,  becomes  a  dead  letter. 

Haa  received  No.  238,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
ama'a  rapreeeutatiwi  therein  inclosed. 


.  the  part  ol 
that  port  in  permittine;  th6  rebel  omiser 
Florida,  furmerly  the  Oreto,  to  take  on 
coal,  a  privilege  denied  to  United  States 
veesela. 

Haa  received  Mr.  Seward's  note  of  the  16th, 
and  incloanres  in  reference  to  the  tecep- 
ttoD  of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  at  Maaeaa, 
and  will  make  inquirieB  in  legard  thereto. 

Incloses  alip  from  Liverpool  paper  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Florida's  arrival  and  reception 
at  Nassau. 

The  deatruction  of  the  ehip  Jacob  Bell  by 
the  Florida  is  regarded  by  oar  merchants 
as  the  oommencement  of  the  destmctlou 
of  oni  entire  mercantile  marine  by  similar 
veaaels.'  The  only  preventives  seem  to  be 
the  adoption  of  stronger  measures  by  Uie 
British  government,  or  the  issue  of  letters 
<tt  marque  by  our  own.  The  aignment  in 
OMDmevcial  circles  i^  that  war  ia  being 
levied  against  tbe  United  States  from  Brit- 
ish porta  while  we  are  at  peaee  with 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Adams  la  inatraeted 
to  ask  whetbw  her  Mi^esty's  gOTemment 
cannot  find  some  more  effectnal  meana  to 
preveot  the  farther  eqnqiment  of  letwl 
Tawate  in  England. 
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Ur.    Seward 


Tntiwniti  copT  of  letter  ftom  Mr.  Trow- 
biid^  and  inolosuru,  ehowins  tbM  the 
Florid*,  after  escaping  fropi  Mobile,  bad 
captured  and  sunk  two  Amnioan  reaeela, 
and  iras  then  affbrded  shelter  and  enp- 
pliea  bj  the  British  aalhorttles  at  Bu- 
MdMS,  aotwitlutandiiig  the  protest  of 
the  United  States  consal.  The  Fred- 
dent  iwords  this  tTHusaction  a«  piraoy 
■betted  1^  the  colonial  aathorities.  U 
BQoh  practices  are  soffeied  to  oontinne,  the 
only  remedy  ma;  be  tbe  iasne  of  letters 
^maiqne. 

TiODsmits  dispatch  from  gOTeraor  of  Bobo- 
mBB,  irhich  states  that  so  far  ftom  any 
advantage  having  been  accMded  to  the 
Florid^  at  Nassan,  irhioh  nae  not  aooord- 
ed  to  United  States  vessels,  she  did  not 
reoelve  privileges  eqnal  t«  those  granted 
to  the  United  Stat«s  gnnboat  Stars  and 
Stripes.  The  Florida  remained  in  the 
harbra'  tweoty-foar  lionrs,  while  tlie  Stare 
and  Stripes  remained  tlu-ee  or  four  days. 

Transmits  copy  of  note  &om  Lotd  Lyons, 
vriUi  inclosures  received  from  the  gover- 
nor of  the  Bahamas,  going  to  show  that 
no  undue  advantages  nad  been  given  to 
the  Florida  in  the  narbor  of  Nassan. 

Transmits  copy  of  Homing  Star,  with  report 
of  debate  in  Honse  of  Commons.  The  re- 
solt  of  this  debate  wiU  be  to  undo  the 
elfect  of  Lord  Kosseli's  recent  speech. 

Transmit*  copy  of  note  &om  Seoretu? 
Welles,  with  incloBureB  received  ftom 
Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  in  reference  to  tbe 
reception  of  tbe  Florida  at  BarhaBoes,  and 
her  being  supplied  wiUi  coal  within  thirty 
days  after  receiving  a  fiill  supply  at  Nao- 
aan,  in  violation  of  general  instraotLOna 
thnn  the  Britiiib  government. 

Letter  received  at  the  department,  separate 
from  any  dispatch,  giving  on  account  of 
Florida's  depredatii 


nnsmitscopy  of 'bisnote  to  Lord^MoQ, 
inclosing  depositions  received  from  Ml. 
Dndley  in  reference  to  the  destmction  of 


disclaiming  any  responsibility 
govemment  for  acts  of  confederate  vessela 

Truismiti  copy  of  dispateb  from  the  United 
States  vic»-consnl,  at  Bermnda,  in  refbi^ 
enoe  to  the  shipment  te  Kngland  of  silver 
oaptnred  by  the  Florida,  and  snggeets  that 
prooeedings  be  taken  in  Englisbcoorts  U> 

Incloses  oopies  of  oonuannicatioiM  relative 
to  tbe  oaptare  and  destmction  of  the  ship 
Sed  Oanntlet  by  the  Florida,  for  snch  dis- 
poaition  as  may  best  tend  to  secore  repar- 
athni  therefor,  H) 
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Sept.  17 
Sept.  18 

.   Sept  26 
Oct.     e 


Tha  Florida  hw  bean  reported  off  QneeuB' 
towu.  The  eUver  captured  by  hex  boa 
arrived  in  Liverpool,  and  its  onnere,  who 

British  Hubjecta,  have  applied  for  Mr. 


traction  of  the  ahip 
Florida. 

Inolosce  copy  of  his  note  to  Iiord  JRnaaell, 
Bhowing,  by  her  oommtuider'B  admisoioD, 
that  the  Florida  was  built  by  the  rebels. 

laclosee  oopj  of  a  letter  from  the  onnet  of 
the  ahip  Bed  Oaantlet,  in  relation  to  his 
claim  againet  the  British  government  on 
acooant  of  the  destruction  of  that  vessel. 

Tnuisniits  copies  of  a  letter  and  memorial,  in 
refereDoe  to  the  destruction  of  the  ship 
Commonwealth  by  the  Florida. 

TnuiBmit«  copy  of  a  lett«r  from  Captain 
Mafflt,  of  tbe  Florida,  to  Captain  Bullock, 
requestiuK  bim  to  provide  sitnatiouH  for 
men   discboTKed   fWim   the   Florida,   and 

Slvei  account  of  his  couversation  with 
L  DroDyn  de  Lhnys  protesting  antnat 
bet  ahipping  men  in  France.  The  letter 
promiaad  that  French  neutrality  would  be 
maintained. 

TiauBmita  copy  of  his  Instruction  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  No.  431,  calling  attention  of  tho 
French  government  to  mclosed  memoion- 
dnmof  its  correspondence  with  the  United 
States  at  the  begiuninK  of  the  Crimean 
war,  showing  that  tbe  then  neutral  policy 
of  the  United  States  prohibited  its  citizens 
from  equipping  foreign  pivatoers,  receiv- 
ing oommiBsions,  or  eiiliatiog  men  therein, 
aud  asking  of  what  beoeflt  was  the  declar- 
ation of  Paris  against  privateers  if  a  hel- 
liKerent  can  make  them  legitimate  veaaela 
of  war,  by  grouting  them  commiBHions, 
instead  of  letters  of  marque. 

Proposes  to  send  Lord  Huasell  the  papers 
OD  hand,  relative  to  depredations  of  the 
Florida,  and  to  take  notice  of  his  atlaslon 
in  a  recent  note  to  privateers  as  "seeming 
merchant  ships." 

locloees  copy  <a  bis  note  to  Lord  Bosaell, 
covering  papen  relative  to  the  destmo' 
tion  of  American  ships  by  the  Florida, 
(uid  the  consequent  claims  of  their  owners 
open  tbe  British  govemroent,  and  claim- 
ing that  the  evidence  presented,  in  her 
cose  and  that  of  tbe  Alabama  before  their 


seeming 
merebant  ships." 
Incloses  copy  of  Lord  Bnssell's  not«  in  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  reeupt  of  papen 
conoendng  depiedotiou  of  Qie  FlofidA. 


,    .dbCJOOgle 


Ma 

Fntmirbomuid 
towlwm. 

IMo. 

1050 

Mr.   SwMMd    to 
Mr.  AdMiB. 

1864. 
Joly   3» 

m 

Xr.    AdMu     to 

8**t.    2 

THE  FLORIDA— Oontinned. 


July    39     TrtnuniiilB  copiea  of  letter  from  Secretory  of 

'      the  Navy  aud  dispitteh  from  CoDsnl  Alluii, 

relatire  to  the   Bermuda  lalanda    being 

made  a  baae  for  Ute  Florida's  operationt. 


Mr.  Adams  is  iostracted  to  address  a  r 
nKmBtrBnce  to  the  British  govemnient. 

TransmitH  cop;  of  his  remoostrauce  address- 
ed to  Loni'  Russell,  incloeiuc  and  based 
nprni  papers  received  with  No.  1050,  in 
reference  to  operations  of  the  Florida  near 
BenBoda  and  partiality  aliown  hor  by  the 
colonial  authorities.  Also,  transmits  copy 
of  Earl  Hussell's  ockliowledRine^* 

TraoBmitH  copy  of  I<ord  Gussttll's 
ing  that  her  Majesty's  government  hare 
received  reports  of,  and  approve  conduct 
of,  the  authorities  at  Beniiuda  in  relation 
to  the  Florida. 

Tho  rebel  ageuts  arc  tiding  to  create  oscite- 
ment  on  account  ol  the  capture  of  the 
Florida  at  Bahia.  TIio  only  acconnla  re- 
ceived thua  far  am  from  some  of  her  oBl- 
cerg  nbo  have  arriretl  at  Southampton. 

Incloses  intercepted  com-Biiondonce  found 
on  board  the  Florida,  which  Hhould  be 
made  a  basis  of  prosecutiou  agaiuat  Jonee, 
Hyatt,  and  othcni,  for  vicilutiou  of  Britiah 


10     Instniots  Mr.  Adama  to  rumouBtrate  i 

British  government  againnt  allowing  the 
Florida's  crew  to  join  the  Rappahannock, 
I      aa   ordered    by  insurgents    in    England. 
I      (See  extract  fWim  Mr.  Morse's  dispatch  No. 
263,  and  inclosnres,  page  655.) 
19     TraaHiuits  copy  of  bis  Dote  to  Loiil  Russell, 
I      inclosing  intercepted  correspondence  i;i 
;      regard  to  tlio  Florida,  received  with  No. 
I      1196,  ahowing  systematic  violation  of  DCQ- 
!      trality  by  Jones  &■  Co.,  and  other  British 
I      subjects. 
'X     la  lefurenre  to  snliji'ct  of  instmctiou  No. 
I      1233,  had  received  from  Mr.  Morse  infor- 
'.      mationof  the  Florida's  crew  being  ordered 
to  tho  Bappabannock,  and  had  laid  It  be- 
fore the  Britiah  government. 
IM  I  Mt.    Sevraid     to  \  Mar.    18     Inclosescopyof  dispatch  from  United  States 
consul    at    Nassau,   iufiinniiig  hini   that 
block ade-mnning   lYoiu    that   port    hod 
ceased,  anil  that  several  vessels  formerly 
;      engaged  therein  hail  gone  to  Havana,  aa 
,      wua  roiiorted,  to  be  fitted  ont  as  privatoera, 
under  the  United  States   flag,  to  GmiB« 
against  British  commerce,  with  u  view  of 
:  1  effecting  a  ruptnre  between  the  United 

I  I      States  and  Great  Britain. 

Kl     Ut.     Adams    to     Hay    II     Transmits  c<^yof  Lo^dRnaae^'snote,inclo•• 
'     Mr.  Seward.      |  '      ing  correspondence  between  the  ITnite^, 
A  O— V VOL.  II 


Mr.    Soward.      I 


REBEL   CBUI8EBS. 
THE  OEOBGU. 


States  codsdI  and  colooial  autlMnitice  kl 
Naamn  in  reference  ta  the  apprehmidoD 
of  Captain  Haffit,  (dow  in  eommaiid  of  a 
blockade-rnniier,)  for  enliatitig  men  in  the 
Floridft  at  Kasaan  in  IdBt^  wMeh  -wat 
declined  by  the  anthoritice  for  laek 
of  flufflcient  evidence.  Liord  RoHBell 
gives  the  governor's  comments  upon 
tone  of  the  consul's  oommauications,  ami 
asBares  Mr.  Adams  that  there  is  no  {bnud- 
atioQ  for  the  ramorthat  blockade-ranuerB 
had  gone  to  Havana  to  be  Htted  out  for 
privateeTB. 


THE  GEOEGIA. 


April  S  The  steamer  Japan,  formerly  the  Virgiaia.  i 
is  about  to  clear  from  Glasgow  for  the  East 
ludif^.  Sho  has  a  very  laroe  crew,  ship- 
ped for  three  years,  auU  is  believed  t«  be 
'  iur  the  relielH.  Is  makinic  iave«ti^atious. 
April  6  IncloMHnoletoLord  GasHullginfonntng  hira  i 
I  of  the  depart n re  of  the  Japan,  or  Virginia, 
I  believed  t-o  bo  intended  for  a  rebel  cruiser,  i 
'  and  of  the  Alar,  with  her  imuamcul,  &.n^  I 
I  for  the  island  of  Aldemey,  and  leqnestiDg  | 
timely  inquiry  on  the  p<ul  of  the  govern-  ! 
I      meot  to  put  a  stop  to  (heir  prooeodings.  i 

Also,  incloses  Mr.  Hammond's  private  ao- 
I      kuowledgmcnt  of  the  note,  stating  that 
It  had  been   referred  to  the  home  office,  ' 
and  wonld  be  sent  to  the  treasury.  i 

April  9  Incloses  Lord  Russell's  oBicial  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  note  of  yesterday,  stating  that 
he  haa  naked  for  immediate  inventigation 
and  preventive  proceedings,  should  Mr. 
Adams's  suspicious  of  the  Japan  prove 
well-founded.  The  Alar  did  not  fro  ae  soon 
j  Bfi  was  supposed.  The  delay  wiU  peiiiapg 
be  favorable. 

April  11  Incloses  extract  firoro  Liverpool  paper  in  rei"- 
crenco  to  escape  of  the  Jap&n,  and  demies 
the  stnt«ineDtB  therein  made,  that  the  men 
I  visited  him,  that  ho  telegraphed  Ur.  Ad- 
ams, or  that  the  govemmeiit  attempted  to 
I  arrest  the  vessel.  The  Japan  was  fitted 
I  out  by  Thomas  Bold,  of  Liverpool. 
April  17  J  Transmits  copies  of  his  note  to  Karl  RusHcll 
:  denying  truth  of  inclosed  utatement  from 
,  London  Times  in  reference  to  Japan's  dee- 
tinatiun;  of  EarlRussell'Haaswer.ataiing 
!  t-tiat  the  matter  had  been  referred  to  the 
I  home  and  treasury  departments;  and  of 
I  Mr.  Adams's  second  note,  covering  deposi- 
tions  showing  the  transfer  of  her  ann»- 
!  uiont  fmm  the  Alnr  to  the  Japan,  or  Vlr- 
I  ginia,  ulf  the  French  coast,  the  enlistment 
I      of  British  subjects  on  board  the  latter,  and 


RKBVL    OBDUBBS. 

THE  OEOBQIA— Contioned. 


From  wbom  sod 


1863. 
April  IB 

April  S4 


herSn&ldeputureon  her  crnisa  ai 


Mr.  BowvtA  to 
Hr.  AdMiu. 

Mr.  DacUey  to 
llr.Sewatd. 


July  29 
Au((.     7 


Incloses  copy  of  one  of  the  Virgintft's  sbip- 
piDg  notes  ai^ed  by  Jones  &■  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, ftgiunst  vhom  a  clear  case  can  be 
made  out  nnder  the  fbreiKR  ealistmeiit  act. 

Transmitting  X/ord  BnMeH's  note  asserting 
that  the  virgitila  hod  i^een  coastantly  vis- 
ited by  British  officers  daring  her  «od- 
stniotioD,  and  that  they  bad  seen  nothing 
to  arouse  tbeir  Bospioiona  of  ber  warlike 
oharsoter. 

Has  received  So.  379.  Hr.  Adams'ii  repre- 
sentations concemiaffthe  steamer  Vimn  i  a 
are  approved,  and  it  is  hoped  the  Bntish 
•  govern  meat  will  take  measarea  to  prevent 
similar  traDsactious  In  fntore. 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  finssell 
representing  that  the  steamer  Virginia 
was  the  property  of  a  British  subject  for 
some  lime  after  her  first  ravages  were 
eommitted  on  oni  commerce ;  also.  Lord 
BuMell's  reply,  stating  that  he  bas  institu- 
ted an  investigation. 

received  No.  4&4,  and  approves  Ur.  Ad- 


ks  the  steamer  japan  or  Viiviula. 
The  ramilioe  of  her  crew  receive  half-pay 
in  Liverpool.  While  still  registered  as  a 
British  vessel,  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Bold,  she  has  destroyed  several  United 
States  vessels.  Incloses  sbippins  note  of 
the  Japan  ^encd  Jones  &.  Co. ;  also  opin- 
ion of  Mr.  ^narey,  attorney,  that  under 
the  roling  in  the  Mexandra  case  no  viola- 
tion of  the  foreign  enlistment  a 
taken  place  in  the  eqnipment  of  the  Oeoi- 
gla,  and  that  unless  it  could  be  proved 
that  her  commander  acted  as  an  agent  of 
her  registered  owner  in  destroyine  Amer- 
ican veesels,  the  lattor  could  not  ne  held 
responsible,  but  advising  that  the  matter 
be  represented  to  the  government,  and  er 
planations  asked.  . 
Has  received  telegram  from  Mr.  Harvey,  at 
Lisbon,  in  regard  to  depredations  of  the 
Oaorgta,  and  precantioua  irhich  he  bas 

Incloses  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  lettor  from  Mr.  Dndley  and  dep- 
ositions shoiring  the  circumstances  of  the 
shipment  of  the  Georgia's  crew,  and  the 
existence  of  a  regular  office  in  Liverpool 
for  enlisting  British  subjects  to  carry  on 
war  against  the  United  States.  Also,  in- 
closes Lord  Russell's  reply,  promising  In- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Instructs  him  to  consider  the  pxpodicncy  of 
pnisecntingparties  implicated  iu  the  trans- 
actions disclosed  by  de|>OBitious  relative  to 
pimte  Georgia  forwarded  by  Mr.  Dudley.*. 


isle 


So. 

From  whom  and 
to  whom. 

Bate. 

S04 

Mt.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  SowaH. 

1864. 
Jan.     5 

57S 

Mr.    AdMBB    to 

Jot.    15 

215 

Mr.    DBdley    to 
Mr.  S«n(knl. 

Jan.    19 

319 

do 

Jm.    37 

274 

do 

May.     i 

679 

Mr.    Adams    t« 
Mr.Sowvd. 

May      5 

M^y    13 

May    18 

282 

Mr.    Dudley    to 
Mr.  eoward. 

694 

Mr.     Adams     to 

Mr.  8ewaid. 

May    10 

May    30 
May    21 

958 

Mr.   Seward    to 
Mi.Adantfl. 

966 

do.... 

May    28 

707 

Mr.     Adanui     to 
Mr.  Spward. 

June    a 

RUKL  ORUUBUL 

THE  GEORGIAr-<!<nliined. 


Haereo^ved  notice  ofintention  of  the  Crown 
U>  prosecute  Jones  &,  Co.  for  fitting  oat 
and  enllBtiDg  taxtw  for  tb«  Qaor^a.  Ham 
depoeitioDH  uid  witnessea  ready,  aud  has 
isBtiuoted  Hr.  Sqnarey  and  his  deteotive 
fwce  to  aid  the  prosecnlion.  Jooea  &,  Co. 
have  reoently  aent  muforoenwat*  to  the 
orewe  of  the  Georgia  and  Florida. 

Incloeea  copy  of  his  Dote  h>  Lord  Rnasell, 
ooveriait  Mr.  Dndle/s  letter  and  depoai- 
tion  of  Thomas  Matthews,  ooutaining  Au^ 
ther  evidetioe  against  Jones  Sc.  Co.  in  ease 
of  the  Georgia.  Alio^  Lord  BMseU's  a«- 
Imowledgmeiit  of  the  same. 

Bobert  Hiuhat,  (instead  of  John  Jones,  as 
previoQujr  reported,)  has  been  held  to  bail 
m  the  prosecution  against  Jones  &.  Co.  in 
the  Georgia  case.  Jones  has  not  yet  been 
arrested. 

Jones  (one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  fitting 
oat  the  Georgia)  and  his  clerk  h»ve  pven 
thfflnsdves  np,  and  are  to  be  heard  to-day. 

Annonnoes  arrival  of  pirate  Georgia  at  Liv- 
erpool, and  recalls  the  circnmstancM  of 
her  fitting  out,  &<:.  Report  eaye  she  ia  to 
be  mid. 

The  Georgia  has  arrived  at  Liverpool.  Has 
made  no  represeutatioos  as  yet  to  the  Brit- 
ish govern  meat. 

Inclrmea  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Rnssell, 
unking  whether  the  Georgia  retnms  in  her 
chaiBoter  as  a  British  vessel  or  as  a  con- 
federate cmiser,  and  if  the  latt>ei\  why  she 
is  allowed  to  overstay  the  specified  time. 
Also,  Lord  RilsseU's  reply  promisiDfc  oon- 
sideration  of  the  matter  by  her  U^eety's 
government.  A  discussion  on  the  sutfject 
is  eipect«d  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In 
view  of  aflairs  on  the  continent,  the  mer- 
cantile interests  are  growing  nneaay. 

The  Gm>rgia  has  discharged  etores,  and  near- 
ly all  crew,  nnder  superintenilenco  of 
Jonea  Sn.  Ca.'a  clerk. 

Refers  to  nt'e'ect  of  the  rainiatry  to  seize  the 
oppottonify  presented  by  debate  in  the 
CnmmonBof  the  13th,  for  the  iQaagnration 
of  a  positive  policy  in  relation  to  Ameri- 
can anairs. 

The  Georgia  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Liver- 
pooL  Her  crew,  composed  of  Britiah  snb- 
jecte,  are  all  at  large. 

Has  received  No.  67C  announcing  return  of 
the  Georgia.  Her  Miqesty'a  government 
must  not  lie  left  to  believe  that  we  regard 
)icr  OS  a  lawful  hflligercnt  vcshl-I. 

Has  received  No.  61^,  and  approves  Mr. 
Adams's pmceetlingsiu  case  of  Uie  Georgia. 
I^rd  Buniu'll  Kheiitd  know  that  the  United 
States  have  not  (■hangs<1  their  position  on 
this  snbject. 

Incloses  copv  of  hia  note  to  Lord  Russell, 
covering  tieposition  of  Patrick  Shanly,  in 


UUL  osnuiBi. 

THE  aiiOBaU-C«ituM«d. 


978  ,  ib.    fiewanl    to 


IW!  ■  Mr.    Seward    t. 

Mr.  Adaius. 
BO  j  Ut.  Wilding    t 
I     Mr.  SeKKid. 


enlistment  on  the  pirate 
GeorRJo,  and  binting  at  impossibility  of 
preveDtiog  similar  acts  on  tbe  part  of 
Ameiican  citiiens  in  ftituie  aontingenciaa. 
Haareceireil  No.  694.  Segrets  the  neglect 
of  tbe  British  miQistiy  to  Bet  it«e]f  nglit 
in  relation  to  enforcement  of  neutrality, 
and  predictBthat  tbe  people  will  fludtbeir 
position  unBatisfactory. 
SiijEffests  tbat  lilarl  Rusaell  be  asked  why  the 
Georgia's  crew  axe.  left  at  libAty,  wbile 
men  who  concealed  tbemselras  in  tbe 
Keaniarge  tA  enlist  in  United  States  aer- 
vice,  have  been  prosecnted  and  ooBvioted. 

Jane  3  Announcea  the  satu  of  the  Georgia  to  a  rebel 
eymp»tbij»r. 

Jane  10  Has  received  No.  956,  and  had  alreadi^  made 
tbe  representations  suggested  therein.  In- 
cIoBOB  copy  df  bis  note  to  Lord  Bnssoll, 
proteating  against  tbe  validity  of  tbe  sale 

I  of  the  Georgia,  and  asserting  the  right  of 

'  t^e  Uniteil  Btates  to  capture  ber  on  tbe 

hiub  Bcos.  Also,  incloecB  Lord  RossoU's 
acK  no  w  1  edgment. 
.  June  10  Iiicloace  copy  of  Lord  Rnaaell's  xtote  oc-  ' 
knowledgiiig  receipt  of  deposition  of  Pat- 
rick Shaiily  relative  to  enlistments  for  the 
Georgia,  and  promising  consideration 
tJiertot 

June  27  |  Uas    received   712,    and   approvee   protest     ' 
against  sale  of  tbo  Georgia. 

Jnly    23     Detailing  circnmstancoa  tending  to  excite  a     ' 
Bospicion  that  the  Georgia  is  being  re&tted 
for  a  privateer. 
The  Georgia  has  been  entered  for  Lisbon  and     ! 
Africa.    She  is  suspected  of  intending  to 
g«  out  on  her  ohl  business,  and  nil!  bo 
ulosely  wntclied. 
TrauBinitB  copy  of  bis  note  to  LordHuBsell,     ' 
complaining  of  relitting  of  tho  Georgia 

K  British  BoIyecU  to  crui«e  agaiuet  the 
iite<l  States,  as  shown  in  inclusetl  letter 
from  Mr.  Wilding.  Also,  trausiuits  cop^ 
of  Earl  Russell's  reply. 

IdcIohcs  three  aflltlavits,  wliicb   have  also     ' 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Adams,  going  to  show 
^hat   the  Gcor^a  is  being  reRtteil  for  a 
rebel  cruiser.   Has  iDfonned  Mr.  Adams  of 
her  PortngneBe  charter. 

Tbe  Georgia  bas  sailed,  chartered  by  Porta-  ' 
Euese  government  as  a  mail  steamer.  Tbe 
Portugnese  legation  has  boun  uotJiied  that 
she  is  liable  to  captnre  by  United  ^tates 
vessels,  and  they  are  upon  her  track.  Id 
response  to  repeated  applications  to  pre- 
vent her  sailing,  Lord  Russell  replied  that 

■  instmctions  liavo  been  given  not  to  allow 
rebel  steamers  to  <lisnrm  and  bo  sold  in 
Britisli  ports. 

Explaining  caoHCB  of  Lord  Russell's  decision     ' 
announced  iu  inclosed  note  against  disarm- 
in  gaud  sale  of  lielligerent  vessels  in  B^i^   1^ 


BBBEL  CBUIBEB8. 
THE  BAPPAHAKNOCK. 


Hr.    AdamB     to 


Aug.  90 

Aug.  !» 
Aug.  i6 
Aug.   36 


1097 
1106 


Ur.   Sewftid    to 


8«pt.  13 

Sept.  SO 

Sept.  S4 

Hot.  35 


anuounoejuent,  aDd  tue  order  merred 
Haa  received  No.  758,  aud  approves  Hr.  Ad- 
ams's nproeeutatioiM  in   reirud  to  the 
Georgia.     The  new  mode  of  eqnipping . 

K'vateers  is  illiutrated  in  the  ca«e  of  the 
llafaaaBeo. 
The  Niagara  has  arrived  at  Dover,  having 
capitiiKd  the  Qeorgia  and  sent  her  to  the 
United  States  aa  a  prize.  The  event  haa 
created  eome  Henaalion  in  London. 
Has  reoeived  Ur.  Wilson's  private  diepatch 
of  the  13th.  The  prooeedings  therein  re- 
ferred to  oonceming  the  GMfgia  are  «p- 

Befers  to  comments  of  newspapers  apon  the 
oaptnre  of  the  Geor^a,  laying  stress  upon 
her  Itritish  ownership,  and  incloses  depo- 
sition showinfi;  that  Jones,  recently  oon- 
victod  of  having  sfafpped  her  first  crew^ 
was  engaged  in  fitting  her  np  the  second 

Transmits  copy  of  Lord  Bussell'e  note  stat- 
ingthather  M^eety's  government  expects 
the  Georgia,  oaptu-ed  under  the  British 
Hag,  and  claimed  by  British  ownera,  to  be 
lironght  before  a  prize  court  for  adjudica- 
tion. Also,  copy  of  his  reply,  assoring 
Lord  KnsaelL  of  the  disposition  of  the 
United  Stat«s  to  facilitate  proceedings  for 
her  trial. 

The  government  has  given  notice  to  Mr. 
Bates,  the  pretended  owner  of  the  Georgia, 
that  they  will  not  interfere,  and  that  he 
must  submit  bis  case  to  the  prize  ooort. 

Has  received  No.  761.  Has  also  heard,  with 
much  satisfaction,  of  the  capture  of  the 
Georgia. 

Has  received  N'o.  780.  The  prooeedingt 
aipinst  the  Georgia  will  be  regular  and 
without  delay. 

The  three  parties  tried  for  fitting  oat  and 
enlisting  men  for  the  Georgia  nave  been 
convicted,  and  fined  fifty  pounds  a  piece. 


THE  BAPPAHANNOCK. 


Incloses  article  from  the  London  Times  in 
reference  to  the  sale  and  fitting  out  of 
the  govommeut  ship  Victor,  now  the  con- 
fetlerate  war  steamer  Eappahannock,  and 
the  efforts  made  to  stop  nor  after  her  de- 
parture. 

Becounto  circiimstauocs  of  the  sale  of  the 
Victor  by  the  British  aovernuieut,  her  fit- 
ting out  at  the  royal  iiock-yards  at  Sheer-  I 
iivm,   and    sudden  departure  for  Calais,  | 
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I  where  she  hoixteil  the  coofederate  flag 
and  appeared  aa  the  Rappohannoch.  Has 
oonfidential  information  ahowing  collu- 
bIoh  of  naval  offlutra  at  Bheemeaa.  Trans- 
mitB  copy  of  liie  note  to  Lord  Rnaanll, 
covering  letter  from  Connnl  Horae,  Hlating 
tbc  factd  in  the  cooo  and  alluiliug  to  th« 
ateamer  Uairict  Piuckney  and  tlie  l>ark 
Agrippina,  at  Plymouth,  aa  probabW  bav-  ■ 
ing  tne  omiameDt  (wd  crew  of  the  Roppa-  ; 
bannock  on  board ;  nho,  tnuisait«  Lord  ' 
KnueH's  reply,  Btating  that  the  mutter  | 
lias  been  reiurred  to  the  proper  deport- 
ment and  invefltiKationa  asked. 
Trananiits  copy  of  uis  note  to  Lord  RiueeU,  739 
I  covering  letter  from  Ur.  Moi«e  and  depo- 

'  sitioQB  trom  seami^n    shipped  on   board, 

I      showing  that  the  Rappahannock  is  a  rebel 
I      privateer  escaped  from  ISheemew,  in  an 
[      unfinished  Htate,  and  is  being  completed 
at  Calais;  alxo,  showing  compucity  of  Hr. 
Rniiible,  of  (be  royal  dock-yard,  in  enlial- 
'      ing  ber  crew.    Lonl  Rnssell  acknowledgca  i 
receipt  of  these  papers  and  promisea  that  I 
I  I      they  shall  bo  considered. 

..|  Doe.    17     TroiiHuritscopiMiof  bUnoteatoIxirdRuMell,    7:t:t 
I  I      incloung  a  further  dnposition  in  referonce  ' 

!  to  the  Knppabannock,  aud  Ur.  Rumblo'a  ] 

I  ngcucy  in  unllHting  kercrew;  oleo,  incloo-  I 
lugletterfri>niMT.MoTije,ehowing thatebe  j 
' '  still  a  British  rvKiiitered  ship,  thoagh  | 


copy  of  Eurl  Rueseli'H  reply,  promiaing 

enforcement  of  tbo  laws  in  tlie  cane,  and 

showing  lack  of  conAnnalioD  of  Ur.  Ad- 

,      aina's  eiinpiciotis  in  regard  to  tbe  Harriet 

I  Pinckney  au(\  the  Agrippino. 

.  do Dec.    34  '  Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Rnssell, 

!  I      inclosing  Mr.  Morxe'n  letter  and  deposi- 

tions, showing  knowledge  of  her  M^usty'a  { 
I      oScersof  the  destination  and  character  of  | 
I      tbu  Rappaliiinnock,  and  their  cumplioity  ' 
in  fitting  her  out  botli  liefore  and  sinee  hoi  ; 
'      departure  from  SheernesB.    Also,  tntnamita  | 
liord  RhsbcII'h  reply,  prumiHJng  oonaidera-  ! 
tiun  of  eaid  papers. 

1864.  ; 

Beward    to     Jon.      4  .  Has  received  So.  li&H,  and  approves  Ur.  Ad-    *7 
'.  Adams.  i      ams's  proceedings  in  relation  (o  tbu  Kap- 

:      pahaunock. 

..do Jan.    13     Has  received  No.  647,  and  approves  proceed-     7 

inga  therein  related,  in  regard  to  the  Eap- 
pauannock. 

.do Jan.     14  I  Has  receiveil  No.  563.    The  President  does     7 

I      not  doabt  that  lier  ^[ajeaty'e  government 
will  apply  the  proper  remedies  in  the  case 
,      of  the  Rappahannock. 

!  Trananiita  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Rnssell,     7 
I      inclosing  letter  from  Mr.  Morse  and  deposl- 
tiunn  of  Britieh  subjects  enlisted  on  board* 


Mr.    Adams 
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tlie  BsppahaDnock ;  »Uo,  tnuumita  Lord 
I     RnBBclrB  ackuowledgment  tbereoC 
Trannnils  copy  of  bis  uotu  t«  Iiord  BaeaeU, 
inrloBing  letter  iVom  Mr.  Dudley  and  depo- 

Hitioiut,  Hlionijig  Hgptic;  of  Jones  and  Com- 

:      P*"}'  i"  euliatiiig  men  in  Liyerpool  fur  the 

KBppRhannock  aince  her  arrival  nt  Calais;  ' 

■■■a  LordKuesfU's  acknowlcwig-  | 


!  I      iD4.-lnFiiii|:;Mr.  MonMi's  letter  and  twenty 

'■  depositions  of  men  engaged  in  Loudon  b; 

I  UntiMb  sniijects  to  go  to  Calais  to  serve  on 

I  the  Bajipaliannock.    Also,  transmits  copy 

I  nf  Ijord  RuBsell'a  aokuonlodgment,  and  in 

I  tbe   London  Times  containing  reiNirt  of 

'  imlitninary  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  Mr. 

•  KniilUle.  Thejudgo'schargo  seemstofuvoT 

'      u  Just  coustnictiou  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
1  ineiit  act,  lint,  though  Kumble  is  nnqnee- 

tionably  guilty,  his  conviction  is  donbtfuL 
..    May      .">  !  Transmits  copy  of  his  note  to  Lord  Bnssell, 
I  cnveriug  amdavits  of  men  enlisted  by  Mr. 

j      Rnmblo  for  service  on  board  the  Rnppa- 
,  bannock. 

..j  June     2  !  Trait^mtts  copy  of  his  not*  to  Ij>rd  Russell, 
!  inclosing  affidavits  showing  pnlistmont  of 

[  men  in  Liverpool  for  tbe  Kappahannock; 

also,  transmits  copy  of  I^ril  Russell's  ao- 
I      knowledginent. 
..I  June   10  1  Transmits  copy  of  Lord  RusKfU's  note,  ac- 
knowledging receipt  of  bis  letter  of  4tb 
I  I      May,  with  depositions  of  men  enlistvd  ky 

Mr.  Rumble  for  Rappahannock. 
D  I  Joiic  'iO     Una  received  No.  707,  and  approves  Mr.  Ad- 
I  ams's   representationa  concerning  Milist- 

nienta  for  tlio  Rappahauuock.    , 
:      1865.      j 
..I  Jan.     10  I  Has  heard  from  Mr.  Morse  of  an  ordoi' issneil 
I  I      in  Knglaud,  directing  crew  of  t]i«>  pirate 

I      Florida  to  I'oport  fur  duty  on  the  Iupi>u- 
liannock,  aud  instmcts  Mr.  Adams  to  ro- 
moiistrato  wiih  Her  M^esty's  government 
I  I      agnlust  such  nroceedings. 

.     Jan.    -iG     Has  n^eived  No.  133:t.     Had  received  tbe 
I  I      infornialiuo  thei'eiri  alluded  to  from  Mr. 

j      Morse,  and  iiiado  it  the  subject  of  a  not« 
to  Lord  Ruswell,  to  which  he  has  not  as  yet 
I  replied. 

.J  Feb.    16  I  Transniilfl  topiijs  oi    correspondence   with 
'  I^tnl  Riissfll  on  the  subject  of  the  outfit 

I  of  the  Hawk  and  the  City  of  Kiehmoud, 

I      in  Fngtand,  for  the  use  of  the  rebels. 

1  I  Mar.    13     Inrliwes  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. ,  io  : 

.  I      London,  lu  regawl  to  tbe  Rappahannook.  I 

ftod  connection  of  Buiuble,  Partridge,  and 

j      and  otbers,  with  lior  outfit. 

)     Joly    13     Aniionnces  arrival,  at  Southampton,  of  thu  j 

I      Bappnhannoi^k  ditwuisetl  as  the  British  i 

I  '      steamer  Btatrice.    lias  iiiBtmcted  captoia  | 

of  tbe  Sacramento  in  cose  she  should  leave  i 
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K«. 

From  whom  xai 
to  whom. 

Date. 

Bubjeot. 

1 

1485 

1714 

Mi.     Sewaid    to 
Mr.  Adama. 

do 

1865. 

July   25 

1B66. 
Mar.    20 

port  to  MiM  the  vessel,  and  directed  con- 
sul at  Liverpool  to  take  advice  as  to  pro- 
Has  received  information  of  the  arrival,  at 
the  Beatrice,  tmund  for  Livotpool. 

luolooea  letter  from  Mr.  Haf&er,  relative  to 
oomplicity  of  Eagineer  Partridge,  of  Wool- 
wich Steam  Factory,  and  Mr.  Bumble,  in 

nocli,  and  mating  that  the  evideDCo   In 
regard  to  Partridge'B  taking  her  ont  of 
aieemtM  Harbor  bad  been  expunged  bjr 
the  government  in  the  trial  of' Bumble. 

793 
793 

Belbel  CralHers  continued  In  Tolnme  III. 


^dbyGoogle 


idb,Googlc 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY  CONTINUED. 


D,t„db,Google 


,db,  Google 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  NEUTRALITY. 


REBEL  OPERATIONS  PROM  CANADA. 

Mr.-Seicard  to  Lord  Lyont. 

Depahtbcent  op  State, 

WmUngUyn^  April  15, 1863, 
Mt  Lobi>:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of 
yesterday,  addressed  to  me  by  the  collector  of  the  customs  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, C^ifomia,  relative  to  conspiracies  of  insurgents  in  the  neighbor- 
ing British  colony  of  Vancouver's  Island  for  fitting  out  privateers  to  sink 
and  bum  TToited  States  merchant  vessels.  It  has  occurred  tu  me  that' 
fon  might  deem  this  a  sufficient  occasion  to  communicate  with  the  col- 
(mial  anthorities  there  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
VAght  Hod.  Lord  Lyons,  &c,  d;c.,  &o. 

Mr.  Bankin  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Telegram.] 

San  Fbancisco,  April  14, 1863. 
Collector  at  Pnget  Sound  reports  places  for  fitting  out  privateers  at 
Victoria.  Secessionists  very  active,  and  our  officers  much  alarmed. 
Colonial  authorities  inform  consul  that  they  cannot  interfere  with  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers.  Can  anything  he  done  to  secure  instructionB 
from  home  govemmentt  I  am  trying  to  get  commanding  naval  officer 
to  send  a  steamer  to  the  sound. 

IRA  P.  R4NKIN,  Collector. 
Hod.  Wuj^LAJi.  H.  SewABD. 


Lord  LyoM  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Washington,  April  16, 1863. 

Sm:  I  bave  had  tbe  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  yestorday's  date, 
and  its  iuclosores,  relative  to  a  report  that  attempts  were  being  made  to 
fit  out  privateers  at  Vancouver's  Island  for  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States. 

1  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  yonr  communication  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  and  to  the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

I  have  already  sent,  by  telegraph,  directions  to  her  M^'esty's  cobboI 
at  San  Francisco,  to  write,  in  my  name,  to  the  governor  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hnmble  servant^ 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WlLUAM  H.   SEWAED,  dX.,  do.,  &C.  OigilzedbyCoOQle 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washingtoh,  May  16, 1863. 

SiB:  With  reference  to  your  notes  of  the  Slat  March  last  and  15th 
ultimo,  and  to  my  answers  of  the  2d  and  16th  oltimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inclose  an  extract  from  a  dispatch  which  I  received  yesterday  trom 
her  Majesty's  consnUat  San  Francisco,  in  answer  to  the  telegram  by 
which  I  directed  him  to  commnnicate  with  the  governor  of  Vaucouver'a 
Island,  respecting  the  reports  that  vessels  were  being  fitted  ont  in  that 
colony  to  cruise  against  American  commerca 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  hmnble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WlLLliM  H.  Sewaed,  &e.,  »fec.,  &o.  , 

Extract  from  a  diapatck  from  her  Majestffg  consul  at  San  Francisco  to  Lord 
Lyons,  dated  April  17, 1863. 

"I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  6  o'clock  last  evening,  yoor  lordship's 
telegram,  and  at  once  replied  to  it  by  telegram. 

"I  have  to-day  written  to  Governor  Donglass,  in  accordance  withyonr 
instructions,  and  the  reply  will  be  received  here  abont  the  end  of  April, 
should  the  steamer  wait  long  enough  at  Esqnimalt  to  enable  his  exoel- 
leiicy  to  acknowledge  receipt  by  return  mail.  I  teel  confident  there  is 
DO  tbundation  for  the  reports  made  to  the  United  States  government 
that  attempts  are  being  made  to  ht  out  a  confederate  privateer  in  Van- 
couver's Island.  I  see  so  many  people  from  there,  and  am  in  such  con- 
stant correspondence  with  .the  official  and  private  residents  of  that 
island,  that  I  should  have  been  almost  sure  to  hear  if  anything  of  that 
kind  had  been  going  on.  I  believe  the  idea  t«  have  originated  in  sundry 
Articles  iu  one  of  the  Victoria  papers,  about  two  months  ago,  wherein  it 
was  stated  that  a  confederate  commodore  vfoa  in  Victoria,  and  that  pro- 
posals had  been  made  to  purchase  the  screw  steamship  Thames  for  a 
privateer, 

"The  supposed  commodore  was  Captain  Manley,  who  was  sent  to 
Victoria  by  a  firm  in  this  city  engaged  in  the  Mexican  trade,  to  ascer- 
tain if  the  Thames  was  a  suitable  vessel  to  ran  between  this  port  and 
Mexico,  and  if  so,  to  endeavor  to  porchase  her." 

Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Bepaktment  -op  State, 

WasUtt^tan,  May  18,  1863. 
My  Lokd:  I  have  the  hqnor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  15th  instant,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  extract  ttom  a  dispatch 
from  her  Majesty's  consul  at  San  Francisco  which  accompanied  it,  in 
answer  to  the  telegram  by  which  you  directed  him  to  communicate  with 
the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  respecting  the  reports  that  vessels 
were  being  fitted  out  in  that  colony  to  cruise  against  American  com- 
merce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWAJBD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lobd  Lyons,  dc^  die.,  &e.  i    C  ■(Kl«^k' 
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Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seteard. 

Washington,  May  21, 1863. 

StB:  With  reference  to  yoor  DOt«  of  the  18th  instant,  and  to  our  pre- 
Tioofi  correspondence,  respecting  the  mmora  that  endeavors  were  hein^ 
mode  to  fit  oat  privateers  at  Vancouver's  Island,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  I  have  just  received  from 
the  governor  of  that  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LTOKa. 

Hon.  Whjjam  H.  Sbwabd,  &c.,  tfec,  <6e. 


Copy  of  telegram  from  Owemor  Douglass,  dated  Tictoria,  lith  instant, 

British  Columbia,  May,  1863. 
Tour  commanication  of  2d  of  April,  with  inclosures,  has  just  arrived, 
and  I  beg  your  lordship  to  assure  the  President  of  the  United  States 
tbat  every  vigilance  will  be  used  by  this  government  to  discover  and 
frnstrate  all  attempts  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  to  fit  out  pri- 
vateers in  the  ports  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

JAMES  DOUGLASS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyone. 

Depaetmemt  of  State, 

WasUngUm,  May  22, 1863. 
Hy  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  yesterday,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the  telegram  received 
by  yon  from  his  excellency  the  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island,  which 
accompanied  it,  regarding  the  rumors  that  endeavors  were  being  made 
to  fit  out  privateers  in  that  colony. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yonr  lordship  the 
•Monuice  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  <£c.,  Ac. 


■    Mr.  Seieard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Dbpahtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  January  12, 1864. 
Ht  Lord  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  a  telegram 
this  day  received  fW»m  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal, 
relative  to  a  supposed  gathering,  of  insurgents  at  Windsor,  Canada, 
This  information  is  imparted  in  order  that  yon  may  take  into  considera- 
tion the  expediency  of  making  the  same  known  to  her  Miyesty's  author- 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  lordship's  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H,  SEWABD. 
K^t Bod.  Lobd  Ltons,  (fie,  (Co.,  (£e.  i    CiOOqIc 
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Mr.  Qiddings  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Telegram.] 

Montreal,  January  12, 1864. 
Lieutenant  Braine,  Colonel  Talbot,  and  other  confederates  are  here 
on  their  way  to  Windsor.    There  seems  to  be  a  concentration  there  for 
some  purpose. 

J.  E.  GIDDENGS, 

United  Statei  Consul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Lord  Lyom  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  13, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  had  yesterday  afternoon  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the 
same  day  communicating  to  me  intelligence  which  you  had  received 
from  the  United  States  consul  general  at  Montreal^  respecting  a  gather- 
ing of  enemies  of  the  Uuited  States  at  Windsor,  m  Canada.  1  imme- 
diately transmitted  the  intelligence  to  the  governor  general  at  that 
province. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

LYONS.    . 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  &c.,  &c.,  £e. 

Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

So.  602.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  19, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Bnssell 
of  the  12tb  instant,  in  reply  to  bis  of  the  8tb,  heretofore  sent  forward 
with  my  dispatch  No.  596.    1  also  append  a  copy  of  his  note  of  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  13th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  Mr.  Adamtfs  dispat«h  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  596,  of  the  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1864,  see  subdivision  "Mr.  Mallory's  Report,"  jwst] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eusselt 

Legation  op  the  Uhiteii  States, 

London,  February  12, 1864. 
Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yoiur  note 
of  tbe  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  last  mouth,  in  relatjon 
to  the  abuses  made  of  tiie  neutrality  of  her  Mfyesty's  territories  by  the 
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insni^iits  of  the  United  States.  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same 
for  the  consideration  of  my  government. 

It  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to  learn  that  her  M^esty's  government 
have  t^en  Rt«i>a  to  prevent  the  violations  of  the  neutrality  of  her  terri- 
tories. Such  acts,  initiated  from  the  frontiers  of  her  possessions  in 
Canada,  are  peculiarly  dangerous,  by  reason  of  the  treaty  obligations  of 
the  two  countries  to  abstain  from  armaments  on  the  waters  that  separate 
them  in  America.  It  gives  me  great  regret  to  be  compelled  to  believe 
that  the  protects  of  carrying  on  hostile  operations  from  one  or  more 
points  along  those  lines  have  not  yet  been  abandoned,  and  that  consid- 
erable nambers  of  men  are  actually  concentrating  in  Canada  with  a  view 
to  make  an  attack  upon  some  unprotected  spot.  Considering  the  dan- 
ger of  the  complications  to  which  even  a  casual  and  temporary  success 
might  lead,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  recurring  once  more  to  the 
mbject.  I  have  never  admitted  the  idea  for  a  moment  that,  in  acknow* 
ledging  the  beUigerent  character  of  the  insurgents,  it  was  the  intention 
of  her  Majesty's  government  to  yield  to  them  extraordinary  facilities  for 
the  abuse  of  the  neutrality  adopted  by  Great  Britain.  But  it  is  impos- 
Eible,  in  the  face  of  the  facts,  to  deny  that  such  has  been  and  is  the  case. 
The  very  position  of  a  beUigerent  implies  responsibility  for  its  action. 
Yet  it  is  qnite  apparent  that  thus  far  no  means  huve  been  arrived  at  by 
which  effectively  to  imiwse  any  restraint  upon  its  most  lawless  proceed- 
ings. In  selecting  the  northern  borders  of  the  United  Stiates,.the8e  peo- 
ple well  understand  the  object  they  have  in  view,  which  is  not  so  much 
to  annoy  or  harass  the  population  Ii\'ing  there  as  to  create  a  state  of  ex- 
^tement,  which  might,  in  its  consequences,  involve  a  misunderstanding 
between  the  two  nations.  Even  with  the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
ties on  both  sides,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  hoped  that  every  attempt  of  the 
kind,  if  often  renewed,  could  he  prevented.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
beg  yoor  lordship's  pardon  if  I  renew  my  urgency  for  the  adoption  of 
some  measarea  which  may  more  effectually  remove  this  danger  at  its 
very  source. 

1  pray  yoor  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  coq- 
Rderation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bdssell,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

PoEETGN  Office,  February  13, 1864. 

SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday's date  respecting  certain  alleged  abuses  of  neutrality  committed 
vithiu  her  Majesty's  North  American  possessions ;  and  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  yoa  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  secre- 
tary of  sbite  for  the  colonial  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hamble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Fbancis  A  hams,  Esq.,  <£o.,  i£c.,  ■£& 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Eitract.] 

No.  603.]  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

LondOTi,  February  25, 1864. 
Sra:  ••#••... 

I  addressed  a  brief  note  to  Lord  BQBBell,  on  transmittiiig  to  him  .a 
copy  of  The  Index  of  the  ISth  instant,  containitig  the  same  article  sent 
to  you  last  week.    A  copy  is  herewith  transmitt^,  and  also  his  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FEANCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusaelU 

LEaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

L&Kdon,  February  22,  1864. 

Mr  LoBD :  I  beg  i>enni88ion  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  jotu-nal  called  The  Indes,  published  in  the  interest  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  emissaries  of  the  insurgents  in  London.  On  page  107 
of  this  number  there  appears  what  purports  to  be  a  letter  from  a  person 
who  was  engaged  in  the  enterprise  started  in  Canada  to  invade  a  por* 
tiou  of  the  territory  of  the  IJnited  States.  It  would  seem,  from  the 
admissions  made  by  this  individual,  that  the  eftbrt  to  make  Canada  the 
basis  of  an  attack  had  been  nilly  sanctioned  by  the  so-called 
authorities  at  Richmond,  under  the  pretense  of  exercising  the  right  of 
passage  through  the  territory.  It  is  almost  needless  to  point  out  to 
your  lordship  the  fraudulent  character  of  these  ojwrationa,  a  feature  no 
generally  perceptible  in  the  proceedings  of  these  same  parties  in  foreign 
countries. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  liouor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
8er^'aut, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  <£c.,  tt-c,  i£-c. 


[Transmitted  by  Mr.  Morau,  February  20, 1864.] 

[From  the  LoodoD  iDdsx,  Febniaiy  18,  1864.] 
THE  OANAI>iAN  EXPEDITION. 

A  gentleman  who  was  engaged  in  the  frustrated  attempt  to  rescue  the 
«ontederate  prisoners  confined  on  Jolmson's  Island,  near  the  Canadian 
frontier,  writes  to  us  to  correct  some  misstatements  which  have  obtained 
currency  through  the  federal  press.  He  says:  "Yon  are  aware  of  the 
leading  facts  of  this  affair,  and  know  that  our  object  was  defeated  by 
the  antliorities  of  the  province.  Perhaps  you  have  already  learned  the 
secrets  of  the  plan,  but  if  you  have  not,  a  few  wonla  might  be  of  service. 
The  prisoners  who  had  been  released  from  Johnson's  iSand,  the  federal 
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phsoD  in  Lake  Erie,  conceived  a  plan  to  capture  the  island  and  release 
tbe  large  number  of  officers  confined  there.  The  assent  of  the  coufed- 
HBte  gorernment  was  aslied,  bnt  hing  refused,  ftom  a  doubt  whether  It 
coflid  be  e&ected  withoat  violating  the  neutrality  of  British  territory. 
This  objection  was  so  far  overcome  that  a  certain  nnmber  of  officers 
nceived  leave  to  attempt  the  hazardous  experiment,  but  under  strict 
onleis  to  do  or  -permit  no  act  directly  or  indirectly  liable  to  be  construed 
iato  sncfa  violation,  to  buy  no  materials  of  war  and  enlist  no  assistance 
00  British  soil,  but  only  to  exercise  the  right  of  passage  as  individuals. 
Accordingly,  upon  arriving  in  Canada,  arms  and  cannon  were  purchased 
in  New  York,  and  were  sent  by  parties  there  up  to  the  lake,  where  we 
eonld  get  them.  Not  an  article  was  obtained  in  Canada.  Even  niedi- 
rines  and  surgical  Instruments  were  furnished  from  New  York,  and  all 
eofreqwndence  with  the  prisoners  was  carried  od  through  the  personal 
ei^iimn  of  the  New  York  Herald.  Several  British  officers  wished  to 
join,  hut  they,  as  also  the  assistance  of  many  Canadian  gentlemen,  were 
refused.  The  basis  of  our  0|>eration3  was  to  be  on  Yankee  terntory; 
the  means  for  carrying  ont  our  object,  viz,  to  release  the  prisoners,  were 
to  be  obtained  there  alone.  This  principle  was  adhered  to  in  perfect 
good  &itb,  in  Bpirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  though  not  without  some  diffi- 
cult. Success  would  have  beeu  certain  had  not  an  unexpected  obstacle 
caused  delay.  The  Michigan,  a  federal  gunboat,  had  anchored  off  the 
island,  and  it  then  became  necessary  to  capture  her  before  releasing  the 
prisoners.  To  do  this  more  men  were  necessary,  nnd  some  confederiitea, 
who  had  receutly  escaped  from  Gamps  Chase  and  Douglas,  were  taken 
as  volunteers.  There  was  no  one  of  the  party^ owing  allegiance  to  Gi-eat 
Britun,  or  who  had  'found  an  asylum  on  her 'soil,'  as  the  pai)erB  had  it. 
Bat  when  we  had  completed  our  preparations,  with  the  aid  of  friends  in 
the  federal  St^es,  the  very  day  before  it  was  to  have  been  executed  it 
reached  the  ears  of  the  governor  general^  and  the  Yankees  being  imme- 
diately warned  by  him,  tt  became  impossible. 

'*Soch  is  the  whole  affair  in  a  nutshell.  You  will  see  that  all  we  asked 
the  Canadian  authorities  was  the  right  of  passage  to  Yankeedom,  indi- 
Tidaally  and  nnanned,  we  having  neither  the  means  nor  the  intention 
to  commit  a  belligerent  act  before  reaching  Yankee  jurisdiction.  You 
can  draw  yonr  own  inference  from  the  facts.  Some  of  the  Canadian, 
and  even  some  of  the  English  papers,  I  am  told,  have  taken  a  different, 
and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  wholly  erroneous  view  of  the  matter." 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Aiaim. 

FOEEIGN  Office,  February  24, 1864. 

StE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tte  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the 
23d  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Index  newspaper,  containing  an 
irtide  relative  to  the  late  attempts  to  release  the  confederate  prisoners 
of  war  confined  at  Johnson's  Island ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
yon  that  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the  colonial  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  FKAitcis  Adaus;  Esq.,  (£o.,  (£c.,  &o. 

DiyllzcdbvCoOglC 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  L^otu. 


Department  of  State, 

WashingtoOy  March  11, 1864. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  have  tbe  bonor  to  iuvite  your  atteation  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  8th  iustaut  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
the  report  of  Colonel  L,  C.  Baker,  provost  tuarBhal  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  accompanied  it,  in  regard  to  piratical  designs  of  insurgents 
against  the  United  States  who  have  sought  reAige  in  her  Mfyestj's 
provinces, 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  your  lordship  will  bring  the  subject 
nnder  the  consideration  of  his  excellency  the  governor  general,  with  a 
view  to  such  proceedings  as  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  may  render 
expedient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyoks,  <£c.,  dc,  &c. 


Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Department, 
WasMngton  Cits,  March  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  to  you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  to 
this  department  by  Provost  Marsh^  Baker,  for  your  information  and 
euch  action  as  you  may  deem  proper.  , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWm  M.  STANTON 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Colonel  Baker  to  Mr.  Stanton, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  8, 1864. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  statement  furnished  by 
one  of  my  agents,  who  has  been  in  Upper  Canada  for  some  two  months. 
The  statement  can  be  relied  npon  as  being  true  in  every  particular :  . 

"  There  is  now  lying  in  Rondeau  harbor,  about  seventeen  miles  from 
Cheetham,  0.  W,,  a  tbre-and-aft  schooner  named  the  Montreal,  com- 
manded by  one  Captain  WhiCby,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  confeder- 
ate navy.  She  has  on  board  two  24-pounders,  a  quantity  of  ammoni- 
tion,  arms-chests,  cutlasses,  boarding  pikes,  &c.;  she  also  has  a  crew  of 
fourteen  men,  nearly  all  escaped  rebel  prisoners. 

"There  is  also  lying  in  New  Creek,  Long  Point  Marsh,  and  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Fort  Stanley,  C.  W.,  a  schooner  named  the  Saratoga; 
she  has  four  IS^pounders  on  board,  and  is  manned  with  a  crew  of  six- 
teen men. 

"Both  of  the  vessels  referred  to  are  not  dismantled,  aa  is  usual 
during  the  winter  months  in  that  climate,  but  are  kept  in  sailing  condi- 
tion at  the  sluHtest  notice." 
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3fy  informuit  bas  mingled'  and  talked  freely  witb  the  crews  of  these 
vessels,  aod  they  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  their  piratical  intentions  as 
aooQ  aa  navigation  is  resumed  in  the  spring. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

L.  C.  BAKER, 
Colonel,  and  Agent  War  Detriment. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Lord  Jjyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  MarOt  24, 1864. 

8iB:  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
address  to  me  on  the  11th  instant,  respecting  two  schooners  which  were 
lying  in  Canadian  waters  nnder  circumstances  thought  to  be  suspicious, 
ud  to  my  reply  thereto,  dat«d  the  13th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that,  in  answer  to  a  communication  which  I  addressed  to  the  gov- 
wnor  general  upon  this  subject,  bis  excellency  has  informed  me  that  he 
»ill  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  report  respect- 
ing the  schooners  in  question,  and  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutral- 
ity of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  It  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most, 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  SbwAEd,  »fcc.,  <6o.,  &o. 


•  Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyona. 

D£PABTfi£BNT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  March  29, 1864. 

Ht  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  24tti  instant,  in  which  your  lordship  informs  me  that,  in  answer, 
to  a  Gomnanuication  which  you  addressed  to  the  governor  general  of 
Canada,  at  the  instance  of  this  department,  respecting  two  suspicious 
schoonera  in  Canadian  waters,  his  excellency  has  informed  you  that  he 
vill  take  immediate  steps  to  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  rei>ort  in 
t^rard  to  the  schooners,  and  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  neutrality 
of  her  Majesty's  dominions,  should  it  prove  to  be  well  founded. 

I  beg  your  lordshjp  to  accept  the  thanks  of  this  department  for  your 
ready  intervention  in  this  matter,  and  to  convey  to  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  the  grateful  acknowledgements  of  this  government 
tor  his  prompt  attention  to  its  representation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Bight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  do.,  cErc,  dtc. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAaHiNOTON,  April  14, 1864. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  yonr  notes  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  29th  idtimo, 
and  to  my  notea  of  the  13th  and  24th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  trana- 
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mit  to  j-oa  a  copy  of  a  dispatcli  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada 
reapectiDg  the  iuformation  given  to  the  United  States  government  tliat 
two  schooners  were  lying  under  suspicious  circumstances  in  Canadian 
■waters.  I  also  inclose  a  suuimary  of  a  confideDtial  report  made  by  an 
agent  employed  by  the  Canadian  authorities  to  iuveatigat«  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  Wn-LIAM  H.  SEWAItD,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 


Viscount  Monek  to  Lord  Lyons. 

GOVEEMBIENT  HOUSB- 

Quebec,  March  31,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  excellency's  dispatch 
of  Miii'ch  13,  I  sent  a  confidential  agent  of  the  Canadian  goverument  to 
investigate  the  truth  of  the  information  commumcated  to  the  provost 
marshal  of  the  War  Department  of  the  United  States  relative  to  two 
vessels  on  Lake  Erie  alleged  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  piratical 
aggression  on  the  lake  trade  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  excellency's  iuformation  the 
report  of  that  geutleman,  from  which  you  will  observe  that  after  the 
closest  scrutiny  he  was  anable  to  find  any  evidence  to  substantiate  the 
allegations  referred  to. 

J  have,  &c., 

MONOK. 
LoED  Lyons,  t&c,  <fec.,  dc 

Report  of  the  agent  of  the  Canadian  government  to  Viscount  Monek, 

I  proceeded  direct  to  Chatham,  Tipper  Canada,  and  on  the  22d  instant 
reached  the  Ilondeau,  seventeen  miles  distant,  in  search  of  a  vessel  named 
Ihe  Montreal,  stated  to  be  then  lying  there,  under  the  command  of  a  Cap- 
tain Whitby,  who  was  also  stated  to  be  an  officer  in  the  so-called  con- 
federate navy.  The  said  vessel  was  further  reported  to  be  then  and 
there  lying  with  sails  bent  ready  for  sea  at  a  moment's  notice,  armed 
with  two  24-iioander  guns,  a  quantity  of  small-arms,  cutlasses,  and 
boarding  pikes,  and  manned  with  a  picked  crew  of  fifteen  men,  having 
hostile  and  piratical  intentions  towards  the  United  States. 

In  the  Itondeau  harbor  I  found  a  schooner  calle<I  the  Oataragui,  under 
the  command  of  and  owned  by  a  Captain  Whitby,  and  with  sails  bent 
as  described,  but  affording  no  fitrther  corroboration  of  the  story  as 
reported.  Captain  Whitby  is  an  Englishman,  who  has  lately  purchased 
the  Cataragui  from  Mr.  Anglin,  of  Kinston.  He  has  never  been  in 
the  so-called  Contfederate  States  at  all,  and  is  now  living  with  his  wife 
and  one  man.  a  servant,  on  board  his  vessel.  Having  placed  myself  in 
communication  with  him  immediately  on  my  arrival,  he  afforded  me  at 
once  every  facility  for  examining  his  vessel,  to  which  I  proceeded  in  his 
company  across  the  ice  in  which  she  lay  frMzen  in,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  only  armament  that  I 
could  discover  on  board,  after  a  diligent  search,  were  an  old,  rusty  ship 
carronade  of  about  four  pounds  caliber,  used  for  signal  purjwses,  and 
a  double-barreled  fowling-piece.  On  my  return  to  the  shore  I  was  met 
by  General  Terry,  who  commands  at  Johnston's  Island,  having  the  two 
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fiionsaiid  or  more  prisoners  of  war  tltere  under  his  charp;e.  Having 
intrwlneed  him  to  Captain  Whitby,  the  latter,  at  my  request,  tooli  him 
*t  oDce  on  board  the  schooner,  as  he  had  previously  taken  myself,  thus 
enabling  him  to  ascertain  personally  the  true  state  of  the  case.  I  saw 
him  subsequently  on  his  return,  and  he  expressed  himself  fully  satisfied. 

From  Chatham  I  nest  procfeeded  to  Port  Stanley,  within  fliteen  miles 
of  which  place,  at  New  Creek,  another  vessel,  called  the  Saratoga,  of  a 
similar  character  and  designs,  was  stated  to  be  Ij-ing. 

A  diligent  search  on  either  side  of  that  port,  and  for  greater  distances 
than  that  above  specified  as  the  place  of  her  concealment,  failed  in 
revealing  to  me  cither  such  a  place  or  vessel,  and  shipping-masters  bom 
in  that  locality,  who  have  sailed  the  lakes  all  their  lives,  informed  me 
that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  any  creek  bearing  that  name  on  Lake 
Erie.  The  creeks  from  the  Kondeau  eastwards  until  you  reach  Port 
Stanley,  a  distance  of  about  forty-five  miles,  are  in  the  following  order: 
BigCreek,  Clear  Creek,  Sixteen-Mile  Creek,  Number-Nine  Creek,  Colonel 
Talbot's  Creek,  and  Kettle  Creek,  otherwise  Port  Stanley.  From  the 
latter  place,  still  following  the  coast  line  eastward  to  Port  Bnrwcll,  a 
distADce  of  twenty 'five  miles,  axe  Silver  Creek,  Catfish  Creek,  or  Port 
Bruce,  and  Otter  Creek,  or  Port  Burwell. 

By  the  before-mentioned  authorities  I  was  Airther  informed  that  it 
vas  not  possible  to  winter  a  vessel  at  any  of  the  creeks  I  have  euumer- 
uted,  except  at  the  ports  named,  and  there  I  saw  and  examined  some 
fifteen  or  more  vessels,  but  among  them  no  Saratoga,  the  vessel  I  was 
in  search  of,  nor  could  I  find  in  the  shipping  hat  of  Canadian  vessels 
navigating  the  upper  lakes  any  vessel  bearing  that  name,  although  I 
searched  it  diligently  for  this  purpose,  nor  had  the  master  maimers 
whom  I  cooaolted  knowledge  of  any  such. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Lord  I/yona. 

Depaetmest  op  State, 

Washington,  May  31, 1864. 

Mt  Lokb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the 
26th  instant,  from  J.  Q.  Howard,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  relative  to  the  passage  through  that  city 
of  nnasnal  numbers  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  en  route 
fiir  Canada,  among  them  the  insurgent  leader  Frost. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  would  suggest  that  your  lordship  wonld 
do  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  governor  geuend  to  this  movemwit, 
with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  precautionary  measures  as  will  frus- 
trate any  hostile  expedition  against  the  United  States  from  her  Mt^es- 
ty's  provinces,  should  such  be  contemplated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  higli  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Eight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  i&c.,  &e.,  &e. 


Mr.  Howard  to  Mr.  F.  W.  8eu>ard. 

United  States  Consulate, 
St.  John,  New  Brunsimck,  May  26, 1864. 
8iB:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  department  that  an  unusually  large 
number  of  disloyal  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  quite  recenUy 
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passed  through  thin  city  en  route  for  Canada,  via  Fredericktou  and 
Biver  du  Loup.  The  greater  part  of  these  insurgents  have  been  living 
for  some  months  in  Halifax;  others  have  fonnd  their  way  north  tcom 
Kassau  and  Bermnda.  The  rebel  General  Frost  has  also  recently  pro- 
ceeded to  Oanada  from  St.  John. 

In  view  of  these  facts  it  is  possible  that  another  raid  from  Canada 
upon  our  northern  frontier  may  be  attempted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  HOWARD, 

United  8tate«  Consvl. 
Hon.  F.  W.  SewABD, 

Asnatant  Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHfflGTON,  JUM  16,  1864. 

SlE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  in  answer  to 
the  communication  to  hia  excellency  of  your  not«  to  me  of  the  31st  May, 
relative  to  the  passage  through  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  of  certain 
persons  supposed  to  bo  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  moat  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

LTONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  &c.,  <£e.,  £e. 


Tltcount  Monck  to  Lord  Lytmt. 

GOTBBNMBNT  HOUSB, 

(^u^ee,  June  8, 1864^ 
My  Lord  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  excel- 
lency's dispatch  of  June  2,  and  inclosures,  relative  to  the  passage  of  an 
nnusual  number  of  persons,  considered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  to  be  disloyal  citiz^ts  of  the  United  States,  through  St  John, 
New  Brunswick,  en  rowtefor  Canada. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  adopt  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  prevent  any 
infringement  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  these  or 
any  other  persons,  but  I  need  not  remind  your  excellency  of  the  great 
difficulty  that  exists  in  obtaining  information  with  respect  to  the  inten- 
tions of  such  persons,  whether  passing  through  or  resitung  in  Canada. 
I  have,  &c, 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons,  ^c,  «£o.,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyont. 

Depaetmbnt  op  State, 

WaghingUm,  June  24, 1861. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction, 
the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  15th  instant,  communicating  to  me  tlie 
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copy  of  a  dispatch  of  tlie  8th  instant  from  his  ezceUency  the  ^vernor 
general  of  Canada,  in  relation  to  the  reported  passage  of  persons  hostile 
to  the  United  3tat«8  through  St.  John,  New  Bmnswiok,  and  to  the  pre- 
cautions which  his  excellency  proposes  to  adopt  to  prevent  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's  territories  by  these  or  any  other 
persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  considerations,  my  lord,  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABP. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyoss,  t£c.,  dx.,  die. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depaetmeht  op  State, 

Washingtm,  July  18, 1864. 

Uy  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  lordship  that  in  a  dispatch 
of  the  14th  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  the  United  States 
consul  at  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  he  states  that  satisfactory  evidence 
had  been  fhrnished  to  him  that  one  Major  William  Hollins,  late  of  the 
iDSurgent  service,  is  organizing  in  the  \-iciiiity  of  St.  John  a  force  with 
which  to  commit  depredations  on  the  Maine  iroiitier;  that  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  notorious  Jamea  McDonald,  and  a  person  by 
the  name  of  Jones,  are  concerned  in  that  movement;  that  it  is  said  to 
be  the  deai^rn  of  Hollins  to  make  an  effort  to  marcli  a  strongforce  through 
the  northern  States  to  Kentucky ;  that  he  affirms  that  he  is  authorized 
by  the  so-called  confederate  authorities  to  bum  and  destroy,  and  to  show 
no  quarter ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  a  small  party  left  St. 
John,  folly  armed  and  prepaied  for  some  desperate  enterprise,  who  rep- 
resent that  they  are  to  be  joined  somewhere  in  the  State  of  Maine  by 
other  men  iFith  whom  they  are  in  league. 

I  will  thank  yonr  lordship  to  call  the  attention  of  his  excellency  the 
governor  of  New  Brunswick  to  these  statements,  in  order  that  the 
proper  officers  may  be  put  upon  their  guard,  with  a  view  to  prevent  any 
violation  of  the  neotrality  of  ber  M^esty's  territory  which  may  be  con- 
templated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Right  Hon.  Lokd  Lyons,  <fcc.,  &c.,  d:c. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washihgton,  July  20, 1864. 
8iE :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  yestenlay,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  message  which  I 
have  received  firom  the  administrator  of  the  government  of  New  Brans- 
wick,  in  answer  to  a  telegram  which  I  dispatched  to  him  on  receiving 
your  note  of  the  18th  instant,  relative  to  information  which  had  reaclted 
you  that  attempts  were  being  made  to  organize  a  force  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  St.  John  to  commit  depredations  on  the  frontiers  of  Maine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

LYONS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  <fco.,  (fee,  tEc.  Dinzedb  CooqIc 
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Mr.  Cole  to  Lord  LgoTU. 

[Telegram.  J 

Peedeeickton,  N.  B., 

July  19, 1864. 
A  person  calling  himself  Captain  Collins,  (not  HoIIins,)  Witt  two 
others,  were  arrested  while  breaking  into  Calais  Bank.    Qnit«  certain 
that  no  raid  is  contemplated  from  this  quarter;  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  subject  from  reports  put  in  circulation  here  a  day  or  two  since. 
J.  COLE,  AdminUtr<aor. 
To  LoBB  Lyons. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washingtom,  Avffusti,  1864. 

Sm :  The  attention  of  her  Mt^esty's  government  has  been  drawn  to 
the  motion  which  was  made  in  Congress  during  the  recent  session,  with 
a  view  to  putting  an  end  to  the  arrangement  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  upon  the 
American  lakes. 

This  arrangement  has  worked  satisfactorily  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
It  has  preserved  both  nations  from  a  vast  amount  of  iueanvenieuce  and 
expense,  and,  which  is  of  infinitely  more  importance,  it  has  warded  off 
occasions  of  disagreement  and  quarrel.  Her  M^esty's  government 
would  view  the  abrogation  of  it  with  gi>eat  regret  and  no  littie  alarm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd,  &e.,  i&e.,  t&o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  lyont. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Augugt  6, 1864. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
yesterday,  communicating  to  me  the  views  of  her  Majesty's  government 
in  regard  to  the  advantages  of  the  existing  arrangement  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  limiting  the  naval  force  to  be  main- 
tained upon  the  American  lakes. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  motion 
upon  the  subject  which  was  made  in  Congress,  and  to  which  reference 
is  made  in  your  note,  did  not  prevail,  and  that  there  is  at  present  no 
intention  to  abrogate  the  arrangement  which  has  been  so  long  in  force. 
I  Till  thank  yonr  lordship  to  assure  her  Majesty's  government  that 
timely  notice  will  be  given  if  these  views  should  change. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  yoor  obedi- 
ent servant, 

Wn.LTAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Sight  Hon.  Lobs  Lyons,  «£c.,  &c.,  &c. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom, 

Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  August  9, 1864. 
Mt  Lord:  I  bare  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of 
the  8th  iastant,  t^m  Ute  War  Department,  in  re^rd  to  reimrted  hostile 
projects  of  insnrgeut  citizens  of  the  United  Staten  lurkiug  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  your  lordship  to  communicate  this  information  to  his 
excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  with  a  view  of  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and  to  the  adoption  of  precautionary  measures,  if  such 
may  'seem  to  be  called  for. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideratioo,  my  lord,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hod.  Lord  Lyons,  &c.,  &e.,  (£c. 


General  Townamd  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Wab  Depaexmeht,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  instmcted  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  transmit  to  you  the 

inclosed  copies  of  two  letters  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H.  Hill,  United 

States  army,  in  relation  to  certain  rumors  of  rebel  plots  against  tbe 

United  States  said  to  be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  Vith  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 

E.  D.  TO^VNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 
Hon.  WiiJjAM  H.  SEiyAHJ), 

Seeretary  of  Stale. 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Sill  to  Mr.  Potter.  ^ 

Headquarters  District  of  MiomaAN, 

Detroit,  July  29, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  on  two  occasions  been 
approached  by  persons  living  in  Canada  with  propositions  to  divulge 
something  of  great  importance  to  the  government  for  the  sum  of  $5,0W. 
Tfaey  promised  to  put  me  in  possession  of  papers,  &c.  I  replied,  on  both 
occasions,  that  the  information  they  desired  to  commonicate  might 
already  be  in  the  possession  of  the  government;  that  I  could  make  no 
Btipalation  to  pay  such  a  sum,  but  if  they  were  really  in  possession  of 
information  valuable,  they  could  communicate  it  and  rely  upon  the 
government  to  pay  what  it  was  worth.  This  was  declined  in  both  cases. 
The  person  who  made  the  last  proposition  I  am  stiU  in  communication 
with.  He  represents  that  he  is  an  English  subject,  in  a  banking-honse 
in  Windsor;  that  he  has  joined  the  scheme  or  plot,  and  can  give  me  full 
information;  but  that  he  will  only  do  so  on  condition  of  being  paid  the 
sum  above  mentioned,  as  he  would  hare  to  leave  Canada,  considering 
his  life  in  danger  if  he  remained  there. 

I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  this  matter,  as  the  m^jor 
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geoeral  commaDding  or  the  government  may  be  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation which  may  give  some  clue  as  to  whether  or  not  the  disclosure 
proposed  to  be  made  is  of  any  real  importance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieiuenant  Colonel  United  States  Army, 

Commanding  Diitriet  ofMiaiigan, 
Captain  Caeeoll  H.  Potteb, 

Asift  Adft  Gen.,  Sea^uarters  Northern  Department. 

ADJTJTAJfT  General's  Office, 

WaahingUm,  Aitgugt  8, 1864. 
Official  copy: 

E.  D.  TOWlf SEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Sill  to  Mr.  Potter. 

Military  Commakdee's  Office, 

Detroit,  Mick^an,  July  30, 1864. 
Captain:  Since  my  letter  to  you  of  yestenlay's  date,  information  has 
been  communicated  t«  me  that  points  to  an  attempt  by  rebel  refugees 
in  Canada  at  the  destmction  of  oar  cities  on  the  lake. 

This  coincides  more  with  the  impression  I  formed  in  the  interriews 
referred  to  with  the  persons  who  were  desirous  of  selling  information. 
There  is  now  frequent  communication  ttetween  the  refugees  in  Windsor 
and  Messrs.  Sanders  &  Co.,  at  Niagara  Falls,  and  a  telegraphic  dispatch 
was  yesterday  received  at  Windsor,  from  Sanders,  summooing  three  of 
the  most  prominent  of  the  refugees  to  Niagara. 

There  are  floating  nimors  that  they  are  In  possession  of  some  machines 
to  be  monnted  on  vessels,  &c. 

I  communicate  this  because  you  may  be  in  possession  of  information 
to  which  this  may  offer  some  cine. 

I,  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  5tk  United  States  Artillerp, 

Military  Commander  District  of  Michigan. 
Captain  C.  H.  Potter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Colvmbut,  Ohio. 

Adjtttant  General's  Office, 

TftwAiwffton,  August  8, 1864. 
Official  copy : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  GeaeraL 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHiNaTON,  August  9, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  tliia 
day's  date,  requesting  me  to  communicate  to  the  governor  general  of 
Canada  information  i^ich  has  reached  tliis  govemment  concerning  pro- 
jects of  enemies  of  the  XJiiited  States  now  in  Canadian  teiritory.   I  have, 
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withont  loss  of  time,  transtnittcd  copies  of  yonr  uot«  and  its  iucloBures 
to  the  governor  general. 

I  have  tlie  lionor  to  be,  with  "the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  i&c,  t&c,  <&c. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  ilr.  BurnUy. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Septemher  26,  18C4. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  a  view  to  her  Majesty's 
(Tovemnieut  being  acquainted  with  the  facts,  that,  owing  to  the  ree-ent 
hostile  and  pirntieal  proceedings  ou  the  lakes  lying  between  the  United 
States  and  her  Majesty's  possessions,  it  has  been  deemed  necessary,  for 
tiie  present,  to  inci'case  the  observing  force  of  the  United  States  on 
tlids*'  lakes ;  that  the  arrangement  is  temporary,  and  will  be  discontinued 
go  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  and  that  the  vessels  to  be  einployeil  on 
that  service  are  to  be  imder  instmetious  to  resiwct  British  rights  in  all 
cases. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

F.W.  SEWARD,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  nniE  BuKHLET,  Esq.,  etc,  &C*,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Scicard. 

Washington,  September  28, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoiu"  note  of  the 
2Gth  instant,  infocming  me  that,  owing  to  recent  piratical  proceedings  on 
Lake  Erie,  it  had  been  found  necessary  to  inerease  the  observing  force 
of  the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes  lying  between  the  United 
:^tates  and  her  Majesty's  possessions,  and  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I 
sliail  forward  a  copy  of  that  note  to  her  Majesty's  government.  With- 
out wishing  to  prejudge  the  question,  I  must  ie^ve  it  to  her  Majesty's 
KOvernnient  to  decide  as  to  whether  such  a  mcasuie,  although  only  tem- 
IKirary  in  it.s  effect,  can  be  warranted  by  treaty  stipulations. 

1  wuiiltl,  however,  simply  here  recall  to  your  recollection  anote  of  Lord 
Lyons,  ad«lressed  to  you  on  the  4th  ultimo,  which  set  foi'th  the  views  of 
her  ilajt'sty's  government,  when  the  question  of  abrogating  the  treiity 
hmiting  the  naval  force  to  be  maintained  \\\ma  the  American  lakes  was 
brought  before  Congress. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most- 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Sbwakd,  Ac,  <0c.,  <Cc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley, 

Department  of  State, 

^ya»hington,  October  1, 1864. 
SfE:  With  reference  to  the  previous  correspondence  between  this  de- 
putment  and  her  Britannic  Majesty's  legation  on  the  subject,  1  have  the 
2  A  c — VOL.  u 
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honor  to  commnnicate  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday,  addressed  to  this 
department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  which  it  api>ear8 
that  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  at  this  Juncture  to  charter  the  steam 
propeller  Hector  for  revenue  cutter  purposes  on' the  lakes.  Any  excess 
which  may  thus  be  occasioned,  however,  in  the  arrangement  of  Uuit«d 
States  vessels  in  that  quarter  over  the  limit  fixed  by  the  armament  of 
April,  1817,  will  be  temporary  only ;  and  as  it  has  been  made  necessary 
by  an  emergency,  probably  not  then  foreseen,  may  not  be  regarded  as 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  stipulation  of  that  ittstnuuent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

WILLIAM  H.  BEWAED. 

J.  HCK£  BUBNI.EY,  Esq.,  &c.,  &e.,  &e. 

[For  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rrferred  to,  see  inclos- 
ure  No.  4  to  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  821,  November 
-lu,  1864,  post] 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setoard, 

WASHiMaTON,  October  4, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your,  note  of  the  1st, 
relative  to  an  increase  of  the  American  naval  force  in  the  Canadian 
lakes,  and  of  its  inclosures,  and  beg  to  state,  in  repl^,  that  I  have  to-day 
forwarded  copies  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
■obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY.  ■ 
MOU.  WiLLIAH  H.  Sewabd,  die,  (C-c,  ct-c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  October  10,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
■28th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  proposed  temporary  increase  of  the  observ- 
ing force  of  the  United  States  on  the  American  lakes,  and  in  reply  to 
inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  who 
has  been  requested  to  make  explanations  to  Earl  Bussell,  which  it  is  uot 
doubted  will  prove  satisfactory  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obedi- 
■ent  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAEX>. 
J.  HtruE  BUBNLET,  Esq.,  de.,  <£«.,  <Cc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanta. 

No.  1120.]  Dbpaetmbnt  op  State, 

Wmhington,  October  10,  1804. 
Stb:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  recent  correspondence  between  this  depart- 
ment and  Mr.  Burnley,  her  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires,  in  regard  to  an 
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increane  of  the  naval  force  of  tlxe  United  Statea  on  the  lakes  for  the 
present.  I  will  thank  yoa  to  make  the  ueetH*!!!  explanations  to  Earl 
Roseell  od  the  subject. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
I  Francis  Adahb,  <£c.,  do.,  die. 


LIST  OP  ESCLOaUBES. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward,  4th  August,  1864.  . 
Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lvoua,  5th  August,  1864. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bornley,  asth  September,  1864 
Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Sewanl,  28th  September,  1864. 
[The  above  inclosnxes  are  printed  in  their  proper  chronological  order 
as  originals.] 

Mr.  Setpard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Dbpabtmbht  of  State, 

WtuUngton,  October  21, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  communications  &om  the  United  States  consul 
at  Montreal,  which  inform  me  that  his  excellency  Governor  Monck  and 
other  Canadian  authorities  are  proceeding,  with  zeal  and  vigor,  to  arrest 
the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  the  depredations  committed  at  St. 
Albans,  in  Vermont.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  object  of  those 
depredations  is  the  same  with  that  of  the  piratical  operations  which 
recently  occurred  on  Lake  Brie,  namely,  to  embroil  the  governments  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  in  a  border  war.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  think  it  proper  to  let  you  know  that  the  President  regards 
with  sincere  satisfaction  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the  Canadian 
anthoritiea  before  referred  to. 

Thus  far  I  have  received  no  ofiQcial  or  other  certain  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Unit«d  States  civil  or  military  agents ;  but  I  am  glad 
to  learn  by  manifold  reports  that  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  two  gov- 
emmejits  are  acting  together  in  good  faith,  and  with  due  respect  on  each 
side  for  the  lawful  rights  and  authority  of  the  other.  This  is  in  entire 
conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Bubnlet,  Esq.,  <£c,,  &c.,  <&c 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAsmwGTON,  October  23, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
instant,  relative  to  the  af^ir  at  St.  Albans,  and  beg  to  state  that  I  have 
caosed  a  copy  of  this  note  to  be  sent  to  his  excellency  the  governor  gen- 
eral of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideratioD,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLEY. 
Hon.  WnjJAM  H.  Sewaed,  <£c.,  <fec.,  dx.  (  .iKIqIc' 
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Mr.  Bvmlcj/  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Sunday,  Ocfoier  23, 1864. 
My  Deab  Sib  :  I  seud  you,  on  the  other  side,  the  answer  received 
thia  morning  from  tlie  govei-nor  general  of  Cannda, 
Believe  me,  very  truly  yours, 


J.  HUME  BTJENLEY. 


Hon.  William  E.  Sewabd,  tCe.,  &e.,  t&c. 


Gorertior  General  of  Canada  to  Mr.  Burnley. 
[Telegram.] 

QlTiBEC,  Oetoher  22, 186i. 
Tour  tclpfijiim  of  yesterday  received.    By  last  accounts  eleven  of  the 
St.  Albans  men  were  iu  custody.    Directions  have  been  {{iven  to  d^taiii 
them  until  the  demand  for  their  extradition  can  be  fully  iuveBtigated. 
Please  to  inform  Secretarj-  of  State  of  United  States. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  1130.]  Depaktjient  of  State, 

Wankington,  October  24, 1SC4. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  duty  to  invite,  through  you,  the  serious  atteution  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  the  instances,  which  unfortunately  seem  to  be 
multiplying,  in  which  the  British  possessions  in  oiu-  neighborhood,  both 
contineiital  and  insular,  have  been  made  bases  for  hostile  proceedings  of 
the  insurgents  against  this  country.  The  motives  for  such  proceedings 
have  undoubtedly  been,  not  a  counction  thai  material  damage  would 
result  directly  Irom  the  hostile  acts  of  the  uisiu'gents,  but  a  hot>e  that  a 
just  sense  of  national  dignity,  and  self  pri'sen'ation  on  our  part,  might 
induce  us  to  resent  the  toleration  of  the  British  authorities,  and  ulti- 
mately, perhtips,  lead  that  government  to  tjvke  part  with  the  insurgents 
as  an  open  and  declared  enemy  of  the  United  States.  The  insufficiency 
of  the  British  neutrality  act  and  of  the  warnings  of  the  Queen's  proclii- 
mation  to  arrest  the  cnnses  of  complaint  referred  to  were  anticipatcil 
early  in  the  existing  struggle,  and  that  government  was  asked  to  apply 
a  remedy  by  passing  an  act  more  stringent  in  its  character — such  as  ours 
of  the  loth  of  March,  181*8,  nhich  was  occasioned  by  a  similar  condition 
of  affairs.  Tliis  request  has  not  been  complied  n-ith,  though  Its  reuson- 
ableness  and  necessity  have  been  shown  by  subsequent  events. 

The  seizure  by  insurgents  of  the  steamer  Chcsa^teake,  on  the  high 
seas,  bound  I'rom  Kcw  York  to  Portland,  is  familiar  to  you.  Though  the 
vessel  was  ultimately  released,  the  periK'tralors  of  the  deed  eseajied  pun- 
ishment. Braine,'  one  of  the  leaders,  has  since  found  his  way  to  Havana, 
and  with  other  conspirators  has  recently  seized,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, the  steam  packet  Hoanoke,  which  plies  between  that  place  and 
Sew  York,  and  carried  her  to  Bermuda,  but  not  receiving  the  hospitality 
which  was  exi>ected  there,  the  vessel  was  taken  outride  the  port  and 
burned. 

On  Saturday^  the  17th  of  September  last,  Lieutenant  Colonel  B.  H. 
mil,  acting  assistant  provost  marshal  general  of  Michigan,  was  ad\nsed 
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Tir  a  person  from  Canadn  that  a  party  was  to  be  sent  from  Windsor,  oq 
the  Ciniadian  side  of  the  Hotroit  Eiver,  o])positc  Detroit,  to  a  fwint  with- 
in the  jnriadiction  of  the  United  States,  for  hostile  purposes. 

Od  Sanday  ereuinf;,  the  IStli  of  September,  a  man  came  on  board  the 
Philo  Parsons,  while  she  was  lying  at  the  dock  in  Detroit,  and  requested 
the  derfc,  Mr.  Walter  T.  Ashlej-)  who  is  part  owner  of  the  Parsons,  to 
esU  ftt  Sandwich,  on  the  Canada  shore,  three  miles  below  lietroit,  to  re- 
ceive him  and  a  party  of  friends,  who  wished  to  go  to  Kelly's  Island, 
aboat  eleven  miles  from  Sandnsky,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  lame 
anil  could  not  well  cross  the  ferry.  Tl>e  Philo  Parsons  sailed  the  next 
misning,  (Monday,  the  19th  of  S(![)tember,)  at  S  o'clock,  with  about  forty 
[laswngers.  The  person  referred  toabove,  as  having  engaged  a  passage 
for  himself  and  part>',  appeared  immediately  aftierwarda,  and  at  his  re- 
qopst  the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  his  friends,  four  in  number, 
came  on  board.  At  Maiden,  on  the  Canada  side,  where  the  steamer 
alvays  stops,  about  twenty  miles  below  Detroit  and  near  the  point  where 
the  Detroit  River  empties  into  tlie  lake,  about  twenty  more  men  came 
on  board.  The  number  not  being  unusual,  excited  no  sus]>icion.  The 
only  baggage  of  the  party  was  an  old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with  rope, 
and  whicii  was  afterwanls  ascertained  to  contain  revolvers  and  large 
hatchets  or  baud  axes.  The  steamer  continued  on  her  course,  and  made 
hnosnal  landings  at  Iforth  Bass,  Middle  Hass,  and  South  Bass  islands — 
the  latter  being  better  known  as  Put-in-Bay  Island.  These  islands  are 
nearly  north  of  Sandusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant.  They  all 
belong  to  the  United  States,  and  are  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Captain 
Atwood,  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass  Island, 
where  his  Kiniily  reside.  Having  made  these  landings,  the  steamer  went 
on  lier  ooarse  to  Kelly's  Island,  about  seven  miles  further  on,  and  nmde 
berosnal  landing  there.  Here  tbnr  men  got  on  board,  all  apparently 
belonging  to  the  same  party,  and  it  has  been  ascertained  that  one,  who 
WM  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steamer,  had  been  screml 
days  on  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitants  and  pretending  to  be  an  agent 
for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  Island,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  while  she  was  directly  on  her  course  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo  Par- 
ens was  seized  by  the  party  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  and 
Maiden,  and  was  headed  to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she 
was  turned  back  to  Aliddlo  Bass  Island  for  fuel,  the  leader  of  the  party 
ha\ing  ascertained  from  the  mate  and  engineer  that  there  was  not 
enough  to  run  many  hours.  Soon  aft^r  the  Philo  Parsons  reached  Mid- 
dle Bass  Island,  and  while  slie  was  taking  in  wood,  the  st<;anier  Island 
Qoeen,  which  performs  daily  trips  from  the  Bass  Islands  to  Sandusky 
and  back,  came  alongside  and  was  immediately  seized.  TUe  engineer  of 
ibe  Island  Queen,  without  giving  any  pravocation,  was  shot  in  the  face. 
The  ball  entered  his  cheek  and  passed  out  near  the  car.  One  person  was 
«it  in  the  head  with  a  hatchet,  and  bled  profusely.  Several  other  per- 
sons were  knocked  down,  and  a  large  number  were  stnick  with  the  bntt- 
■  end  of  pistols  and  with  hatcliets,  and  some  ten  or  a  dozen  shot.'s  were 
firwl.  The  passengers  on  both  boats  were  ISuded  at  Middle  Bass,  with 
a  part  of  their  baggage. 

After  getting  a  su[>ply  of  fuel  the  Philo  Parsons  ran  out  into  the  lake, 
towing  the  Ishtiul  Quoen.  At  the  distance  of  about  five  miles,  iiccord- 
ing  to  one  statement,  and  at  a  smaller  distance  aC4H>rding  to  others, 
the  Island  tjneen  was  scuttled  by  cutting  her  sui>i>lj"-pipe,  and  sent 
adrift.    Before  filling  she  drifted  oa  a  shoal,  and  was  gotten  off  a  few 
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days  afterwards,  having  been  pinndered  by  the  party  who  had  seized 
her. 

After  the  Island  Qneen  had  been  seuttled,  the  Fhilo  ParBOOB  etood  for 
Sandusky  harbor,  and  waa  tnmed  about  and  steered  for  Maiden,  where 
she  airived  between  fonr  and  five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  tlie  20tb 
of  September,  A  few  miles  above  Maiden  a  yawl-boat  load  of  plunder 
was  sent  ashore  on  the  Canadian  Bide  of  the  Detroit  Biver.  At  Fight 
ing  Island,  some  sis  miles  above,  the  crews  of  both  steamers  weie 
landed. 

The  Philo  Parsons  arrived  at, Sandwich  at  about  eight  o'clock  the 
same  morning,  and  a  pianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  nunibcf  of  (mcka, 
and  the  cabin  furniture  were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  where  a  cnstom- 
honse  officer  almost  immediately  appeared.  She  was  then  scuttled  by 
cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  c^st  ofT.  She  partly  tilled,  but  was  taken 
possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the  mate,  who  had  come  in 
a  small  steamer  (the  Pearl)  from  Ecnse,  who  had  her  towed  to  Detroit 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  ha\'ing  been  substantiated  by  the  depositions 
of  eye-witnesses  of  these  occurrences,  I  addressed  a  note  to  J.  Hume 
Burnley,  esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires,  on  the  13th 
instant,  requestuig,  through  him,  that  her  Miyesty's  government  would, 
upon  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  parties  who  perpetrated  these 
depredations,  some  of  whom  passed  by  the  names,  respectively,  of  Bell, 
Hoolt  Bristow,  Robert  Drake,  Burley,  and  Thomas,  (the  names  of 
others  not  being  ascertained,)  issue  tlie  necessary  warranto  for  their 
delivery  to  Joseph  Dimmick  and  James  Henrj',  or  to  any  other  person 
duly  authorized  by  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  receive  the 
fiigitives,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  back  to  the  United  States 
for  trial.  This  request  was  made  on  the  ground  tliat  they  were  guilty 
of  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  a^ault  with  intent  to  commit  murder 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  tJiat,  being  fugitives 
from  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  their  extradition  was  jirovided 
for  by  the  tenth  aiticle  of  the  treaty  of  Washington.  Mr.  Burnley  has 
since  infonned  me  that  he  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's  provin- 
cial anthorities,  as  is  usual  in -such  cases. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  these  steamers  waa  confessedly  to 
release  the  insurgeut  officers  confined  on  Johnson's  Island.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion 
by  prominent  insurgents,  who  have  for  some  time  past  l>een  residing  in 
Canada  for  such  purjwses.  Indeed,  this  department  has  proof  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged  that  he  was  commissioned  and  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  had  interviews  with 
conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the  steamers  were  cap- 
tured. 

It  is  obvious  that  at  the  time  of  the  informal  arrangement  between 
the  two  governments  of  April,  1817,  limiting  their  naval  force  on  the 
lakes^  a  condition  of  things  like  the  present  could  scarcely  have  been 
anticipated.  The  object  tA'  that  arrangement  was  to  prevent  either  piu1:y 
ttom  keeping  in  commission  the  considerable  naval  force  which  they 
both  had  employed  in  that  quarter  during  the  war  then  recently  closed. 
If  peace  was  expected  to  continue,  the  force  was  an  unnecessary  burden 
to  both  parties;  but,  on  the  contrary,  if  war  should  suddenly  be  renewed, 
one  or  the  other  might,  in  anticipation  of  that  event,  have  clandestinely 
or  otherwise  so  augmented  its  force  as  to  insure  to  it  a  dangerous 
advantage.  Believing  that  these  were  the  views  entertained  at  tbe 
time  the  arrangement  was  entered  into,  and  that  neither  the  United 
States  nor  Great  Britain  expected  to  relinquish  their  right  to  self-defense 
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ID  the  event  of  a  civil  war  in  the  territories  of  either,  by  the  limitation 
referred  Co,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  you  will  aee  from  the  cor- 
respondence, a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has  chartered  two  propellers, 
we  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  other  on  Lake  Outaiio,  ibr  the  purpose  of 
checking  and  auppresain^  depredations  on  our  trade  and  territory  in  that 
i^^n,  similar  to  those  above  mentioned. 

1  had  jast  prepared  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  transaction  on 
Lake  Erie,  when  information  of  a  new  and  equally  desperate  outrage  on 
another  ]>art  of  the  border  reached  this  department.  A  band,  said  to 
coDsint  of  twenty  five  desperate  men,  clandestinely  armed,  crossed  the 
frontier  and  proceeded  in  several  small  parties,  by  stage-coaeh,  to  St. 
Albuis,  Vermont,  in  the  customary  way  of  travelers.  At  a  concerted 
time  they  i-aised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that  peaceful  town,  and  broke  into 
boarding-houses  and  other  buildings  and  carried  off  large  amounts  of 
Ovaeure,  said  to  be  two  hundred  aud  tweuty-flve  thousand  dollars, 
together  with  other  valuable  property.  As  soon  as  the  people  recovered 
from  their  surprise,  they  arose  and  hotly  pursued  the  felons,  whoaonght 
s^ety  by  returning  on  stolen  liotBes  across  the  frontier  into  Canada. 
The  Canadian  mnnicipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  the  pnr- 
Boers  from  Vermont  with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers 
vere  arrested,  stripped  of  their  plunder,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the 
Canadian  authorities.  It  is  also  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
recovered  property  was  promptly  restored  toits  owners.  Here  the  imper- 
iEct  accounts  which  I  have  received  of  this  transaction  end.  I  have  re- 
qoested  of  J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  her  Majesty's  charge  d'affaires  here, 
that  the  felons  may  be  detained,  until,  after  having  obtained]  the  exact 
initHmatiou  which  is  essentia],  I  shall  have  addressed  to  the  British 
goremment  a  demand  for  the' surrender  of  the  offenders,  in  conformity 
Tith  the  pro^'ision8  for  extradition  contained  in  the  Ashburton  treaty. 
The  subject  has  been  discnssed  in  a  friendly  spirit  between  myself  and 
Mr.  Burnley,  who  has  received  telegraphic  advices  Irom  Lord  Lyons, 
who  yet  remains  in  New  York.  I  give  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I 
addressed  to  Mr.  Burnley  on  the  21st  instant,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  note 
I  afterwards  received  from  him  in  answer  to  my  verbal  request,  that 
Lord  Munck,  the  governor  general,  should  be  advised  to  detain  the 
offenders  for  extradition.  I  wish  you  to  bring  this  transaction  also  to 
tile  notice  of  Earl  Bussell,  and  say  to  him  that,  taken  in  connection  with 
events  of  the  same  character  which  have  occurred  on  the  Canadian  fron- 
tier, it  is  reganled  here  as  deserving  prompt  and  decisive  proceedings 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger 
<tf  ultimate  conflict  upon  the  Canadian  borders.  It  is  a  plensant  circum- 
stance that,  in  making  this  coninmnication,  we  are  not  only  able  but  are 
obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  Canadian  executive  authority  has,  in 
this  instance,  thus  far  co-operated  with  this  government  in  faithflil  and 
diligent  efforts  to  bring  tbe  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  to  due  account. 
It  is,  however,  impossible  to  resist  the  conviction  that  peace  cannot  be 
idiably  maintained  updh  the  border  unless  more  effective  measures  shall 
be  adopted  to  secure  that  end  than  those  that  have  hitherto  been  nsed 
by  both  governments.  We  know  well,  although  we  have  not  judicial 
eridence,  that  all  the  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on  foot  by 
Jacob  Tliompson  and  other  disloyal  American  citizens  who  are  tem'po- 
nrily  domiciled  in  Canada,  and  furnished  with  funds  there  for  these  iui- 
qnitons  purposes  through  the  banking  institutions  of  Canada.  It  is  now 
ny  dut)'  to  instruct  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Russell,  in  conformity 
vitb  the  treaty  reservation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  expiration  of  six 
Booths  after  yon  shall  have  made  this  communication,  the  United  States 


24  ENFORCEMENT  OP  NEUTEAUTY. 

will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval  armament  upon 
the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  affairs  in  that  quarter 
shall  then  require  it.  And  yon  will  he  careful  to  advise  as  of  the  day 
on  which  this  notice  is  given.  Tou  will  assure  the  earl,  however,  that 
this  proceeding  is  adopted  only  as  a  necessary  measure  of  national  de- 
fense, and  not  only  with  no  purpose  of  hostility,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  a  desire  no  less  earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserve  the  most  friendly 
relations  with  Great  Britain.  Moreover,  this  govemmeut  will  in  evei^- 
caae  direct  its  best  efforts  to  prevent  invasion  of  British  territory, 
whether  by  way  of  popiUar  retaliation  or  otherwise.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
indicate  the  means  her  Mjuesty's  government  should  adopt  to  maintain 
neutrality  on  their  side  of  the  bortler.  Tou  will  again  suggest'  to  her 
Majesty's  government  that,  in  our  opinion,  a  policy  similar  to  that  which 
was  inaugurated  by  om'  enactment  before  mentioned  might  be  followed 
with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  the  American  provinces  during  our' 
]>resent  civil  war.  I  should  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sincere  convic- 
tion of  this  government  if  I  should  not  repeat  now  what  1  have  hereto- 
fore so  often  had  occasion  to  say,  that,  practically,  the  policy  of  neutral- 
ity which  her  Majesty  has  proclaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  British 
home  ports  as  in  the  British  colonies,  and  especially  in  the  latter,  and 
that  it  must  continue  to  fail  more  conspicuously  every  day,  so  long  as 
asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  Uuit#d 
States,  and  they  are  in  any  way  able,  by  evasiou  or  otherwise,  to  use 
the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a  base  for  felonious  depreda- 
tions against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Nor  are  we  able  to  con- 
ceive of  any  remedy  adequate  to  the  present  exigency,  hut  the  recogni- 
tion by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  just  and  exclusive  sovereigntj' 
of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  territories  legally  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.  I  use  the  word  exigency  with  a 
consciousnessof  its  just  eftect.  The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Brit^ 
ish  provinces  on  our  Iwrders  are  as  sincerely  desired  by  us  as  they  can 
be  by  the  British  government.  In  a  practical  sense  these  provinces  are 
sources  of  wealth  and  influence  for  the  United  States,  lUthough  they  are 
subject  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction.  We  have  proved  that  this  is  a  sincere 
conviction  on  our  part  by  entering  into  relations  of  reciprocal  free  trade 
with  the  British  provinces  almost  as  intimate  as  the  relations  of  free 
trade  which,  under  our  Constitution,  prev-ail  between  the  several  States 
of  the  American  Union.  Thus  far  we  have  been  content  with  these  rela- 
tions, and  probably  we  should  remain  content  whetlier  the  colonics  ad- 
here to  their  ties  with  Great  Britain,  or,  with  her  consent,  shonld  assume 
the  responsibilities  of  self-government,  provided  always  that  our  friend- 
ship is  reciprocated,  while  peaceaml  harmony  on  the  border  are^KsentitU 
to  the  very  existence  of  such  friendship.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  dwellers  within  those  provinces  will  bo  content 
to  fulfill  toward  us  the  obligations  of  good  neigliborlinod,  as  wo  are  ex- 
pected to  fulfill  the  same  obligations  on  our  part.  Even  if  this  government 
could  be  satisfied  with  less  than  what  I  have  thns  indicated,  it  mus^ 
nevertheless,  he  admitted  that,  from  the  vciy  force  of  circmiistauees. 
peace  could  hanlly  be  expected  to  prevail  on  a  border  which  should 
afford  to  the  communities  which  it  divides  no  adcqimte  protection  against 
mutual  aggression  and  reprisal. 

Political  agitation  is  as  frequent  in  the  British  American  provincesas 
it  is  here.  It  is  not  easy  to  foresee  how  soon  revolntionary  itiovcmeut.s  may 
ajipear  thei^e.  Every  j>rovocation  now  given  to  Americana  will  be  likely 
to  be  claimed  as  a  precedent  in  that  case  for  intrusion  from  this  side  of 
the  lakes.    Would  it  not  be  wise  to  establish  a  proper  system  ofrrj.-pres- 
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sion  now,  which  would  prove  a  rock  of  Sirfety  for  both  conntries  bere- 
alter. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Fbancis  Ada2SS,  Esq.,  <&c.,  tCc,  ttc. 

[For  inclosurea  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  821, 
Sovember  25,  1864,  pott] 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Washington,  Octoler  29,  IS64. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  and  to  recommend  to  your 
wriooH  attention,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  this  moru- 
inR  from  the  governor  general  of  Caqada. 

The  governor  general  states  that  his  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
extract  from  the  New  York  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an 
order  telegraphed  to  the  officer  commanding  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  by 
Major  General  Dix,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  outrage  at  St.  Albans ; 
aDd  his  excellency  requests  me  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice,  with 
the  riew  that  the  order  may  be  disavowed  or  explained. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  extract,  and  have  the  honor  to 
be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
Burant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed,  dbc.,  iSx.,  &c. 


Yifcovnt  Monck  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Goteensient  House, 

Quebec,  October  26,  1864. 

Sib  :  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  accompanying  extract  from 
the  New  Y'orit  Post,  purporting  to  give  the  words  of  an  order  telegraphed 
to  the  ofDcer  commanding  at  Burlington,  VermoTit,  by  Mjyor  General 
Dix.  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  outrage  at  St  Albans. 

I  have,  of  course  no  means  of  knowing  whether  such  an  onler  as  that 
alluded  to  was  ever  issued  by  Major  General  Dix ;  but  as  it  has  appeared 
nucontradicted  in  the  public  papers,  and  contiiina  express  directions, 
OD  the  part  of  an  official  of  the  United  States,  for  the  entry  of  the  troops 
of  that  power  on  the  territory  of  her  Majesty,  I  think  It  my  duty  to  ask 
TOO  to  bring  the  subjectunder  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  with  tHe  view  that  the  order  may  be  disavowed  or 
eiplained. 

While  no  one  wonid  be  inclined  to  scan  too  narrowly  the  conduct 
puTRued  bj'  the  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  while  smarting  under  the  efti?ct 
of  the  outrage  to  which  they  lia^'e  been  lately  unfortunately  subjected, 
it  is  obvious  that  an  order  such  as  that  to  which  allusion  is  hero  made, 
if  usned  by  a  responsible  officer  of  the  UnitiKl  States,  would  bo  liable 
lo  a  different  construction,  and  might,  unless  remonstrated  against,  be 
drawn  into  a  precedent  in  the  future.  You  may  assure.  Mr.  Sewanl 
ibat  there  exists  among  tlie  British  authorities  in  Canada  the  most 
Ernest  desire  to  ^Ise  all  the  powers  which  the  laws  confer  upon  tli^ipitc 
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iu  co-operation  with  the  ofS<rials  of  the  United  States,  for  the  represnon 
aiid  punishment  of  outrages  snch  as  that  which  has  just  occurred  at  St. 
Albans. 

I  trust  that  the  proceedings  lately  adopted  in  this  province  will  prove 
that  this  declaration  is  not  an  empty  profession,  and  will  show  that  the 
most  energetic  measures  will  at  all  times  be  used  to  prevent  any  aggres- 
sion on  the  territory  of  the  United  States  from  Canadian  soil,  or  any 
abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum  allowed  in  her  Majesty's  dominions. 

I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Seward  will,  on  the  other  hand,  see  that  it  is  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  the  maintenance  of  these  amicable  relations,  that  no  act 
should  be  done  by  any  civil  or  military  officer  of  the  Unit«d  States  which 
might  bear  the  construction  of  being  an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  her 
Uajesty,  or  a  violation  of  the  soil  of  herdominions,  and  that  he  will  believe 
that  this  remonstrance  is  made  in  no  unfriendly  spirit,  and  is  prompted  by 
a  sincere  desire  to  prevent  any  just  cause  of  comiilaint  between  the 
countries. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  Hume  Bueklet,  Esq.,  <£c.,  c&c.,  t£c. 


[FtMU  th«NewTorkETeBin;;Post.] 
THE  RAID  AT  ST.  ALBAKS.  ' 

The  organization  of  bands  of  rebel  marauders  in  Canada  for  the  pur- 
pose of  coming  within  our  lines,  committing  depredations  on  our  prop- 
erty, and  shooting  down  our  citizens,  is  of  so  grave  a  character  as  to 
demand  the  prompt  and  decisive  action  of  the  governmetit.  If  measures 
are  not  adopt«d  to  put  an  end  to  this  abuse  of  the  right  of  asylum,  and 
the  \iolation  of  the  duties  of  neutrality,  our  citizens  on  the  frontier  will 
take  the  matter  into  their  own  hands.  We  should  deeply  regret  such 
unauthorized  acts  of  reprisal.  Whatever  is  done  should  be  done  under 
the  authority  of  the  government.  Either  the  Canadian  authorities 
should  be  called  on  to  send  the  rebels  who  are  getting  up  predatory 
enterprises  against  us  out  of  Canada,  or  we  should  have  armed  forces 
on  the  frontier,  ready  to  take  summary  vengeance  on  these  marauders, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  follow  them,  as  we  have  a  right  to  do,  across  the 
lines,  if  the  pursuit  is  instant.  When  0«neral  Dix  was  advised  of  the 
-  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  he  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  at  Burlington,  Vermont:  "Send  all  the  efficient  force  yoQ 
have  to  St.  Albans,  and  try  to  find  the  marauders  who  came  from  Canada 
this  morning.  Put  a  discreet  officer  iu  command;  and,  in  case  they  are 
not  found  on  our  side  of  the  line,  pursue  them  iato  Catmda,  if  necessary, 
and  destroy  them." 

The  order  was  carried  out,  so  far  as  to  pursue  the  marauders  into 
Canada,  where  eight  of  them  were  captured.  If  they  had  been  shot 
down,  as  they  shot  down  the  peaceful  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  it  would 
have  been  no  more  than  exact  justice.  A  single  example  of  stem  retri- 
bution would  go  far  to  break  up  these  piratical  expeditions.  But..thc 
government  should  take  the  matter  iu  hand,  as  a  grave  interuational 
question,  and  not  leave  it  to  local  commanders. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Bnoard  to  Lord  Lyont. 

DEPAB.TMENT  OF  STATE, 

Waakington,  November  3, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  your  loiil- 
ifeip's  not«  of  the  29th  of  October  last,  together  vitb  a  copy  of  a  oom- 
mankatioii  -which  has  been  addressed  to  you  by  bis  exeollency  Lord 
Honck,  tbe  governor  general  of  Cauada,  in  which  he  aakB  aii  explana- 
tion or  a  disavowal  of  what  is  set  forth  ia  an  article  in  tbe  New  York 
Ereolng  Post,  on  the  subject  qf  the  crimes  of  robber>-  and  murder 
recently  committed  at  St.  Albaus  by  persons  who  came  &om  Canada  to 
that  place,  and  retired  again  to  Canada  for  refuge  from  capture  and 
punishment. 

On  the  24th  day  of  October  last  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Adams 
concerning  tbe  transactions  referred  to,  iu  which  I  liilly  explained  the 
views  and  sentiments  of  this  government  in  regard  to  the  nubappy  con- 
dition of  affairs  on  the  British  American  borders,  its  causes,  probable 
eonseqaences,  and  its  needful  remedy.  Indignant  complaints  by  news- 
papers, which  are  entirely  independent  of  the  government,  as  well  as 
q)iTite<1,  hasty,  popular  proceedings  for  self-defense  and  retaliation,  are 
among  the  consequences  which  must  be  expected  to  occur,  when  unpro- 
voked aggressions  from  Canada  no  longer  allow  our  citizens  to  navigate 
the  intervening  waters  with  safety,  or  to  rest  at  home  with  confidence  of 
secority  for  their  property  and  their  lives.  With  »  sincere  conviction 
that  Earl  Moock  is  governed  by  tbe  highest  sense  of  honor  and  justice, 
I  most,  nevertheless,  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  do  not  tlilnk  the  matter 
which  be  has  submitted,  when  duly  weighed,  is  sufficient  to  call  for  any 
enlaj^nieot  or  modification  of  the  views  I  have  already  submitted 
tfarongh  Mr.  Adams  to  her  Majesty's  government.  While  the  govern- 
ment haa  been  engaged  in  considering  Earl  Monek's  request,  our  requi- 
sitions for  the  offenders  whose  crimes  committed  on  Lake  Erie,  and  for 
tbe  burglars  and  murderers  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswereil. 
We  hear  of  a  new  bonier  assault  at  Casting,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
we  are  warned  that  plots  are  formed  at  Montreal  to  fire  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Union.  It  is  not  the  government  nor  is  it  the  peopleof  the 
TJnited  States  that  are  delinquent  m  tho  fulfillment  of  fraternal  national 
obligations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  seirant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Bight  Hon.  Lord  Ltons,  <£c.,  <£<).,  tfio. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Department  of  State, 

WaahingUm,  November  11, 1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yes- 
terday from  H^or  General  John  J.  Peck,  in  regard  to  the  movements  of 
the  Georgiana.    I  will  thank  yonr  lordship  to  notify  his  excellency  Vis- 
eoant  Monck  of  its  purport. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  (fcc,  <fcc,  t&o.         ■  i    C  .t>(>^lc 
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Mr,  Peek  to  Mr.  Seioard. 


Just  from  Baffalo,  The  Georgiana  is  near  Port  Colborne,  twenty 
milos  distant.  She  was  lately  porcliased  at  Toronto,  Canada  West,  for 
commercial  purpoaes,  and  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  gold  paid.  The 
price  is  far  beyond  her  i-alue,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beat  judges.  This, 
in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the  business  seaa>n  is  at  an  end,  stamps 
the  transaction  with  suspicion,  and  warrants  the  belief  that  she  is 
intended  for  raiding  operations. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  General. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  T/gona. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  November  11,  1S64. 
Mt  Lorb:  I  have  the  honor  to  eommnnicat*  for  yonr  lordship's  infor- 
mation, and  that  of  her  Majesty's  authorities  in  Canada,  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  of  the  8th  instant,  from  D.  Thurston,  esquire,  the  viceconaul 
general  of  the  United  States  arMontreal,  and  of  the  paper  which  accom- 
panied it,  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian,  or  Georgiana,  to 
parties  suspected  of  being  agents  of  the  insiu-gent  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  the  subject  of  my  note  to  your  lordship  of  this  morn- 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  my  lord,  yoiu' 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <£c.,  &c.,  dx. 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Setcar^. 

No.  01.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  N^orember  8, 1864. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  from  the  consular  agent  at 
Toronto,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the  schooner  Georgian  to  a  supposed 
rebel  agent,  by  parties  residing  at  Toronto.  This  is  a  new  vessel,  built 
some  year  and  a  half  since  on  the  Georgian  Bay,  by  G.  H.  Wyatt  and 
other;),  ai>d  has,  I  believe,  made  one  trip  across  the  Atlantic.  She  is  a 
splendid  vessel,  built  with  great  care,  afast  sailer,  and  would,  if  employed 
in  the  business  mentioned  in  Mr.  Kimball's  dispatch,  be  capable  of  doing 
immense  injury  to  the  shipping  on  the  hikes.  Mr.  Wyatt  and  his  part- 
ners sold  the  steamer  Bowmanville  some  two  years  ago.  She  was  osten- 
sibly to  be  employed  in  legitimate  trade,  hut  was  midoubtedly  designed 
for  blockade  niiniing.  The  corroboration  of  the  pnri)oaes  for  which  the 
Georgian  has  bc^n  purchased  by  four  persons,  unknown  to  each  other, 
would  seem  to  establish  the  fact  that  she  has  been  bought  for  the  design 
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nf  being  converted  into  a  ram  by  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  and  tliat  ineas- 
DTPSBfauidd  be  at  once  tsken  to  prevent  tbe  plan  being  exeeuted.  Iliave 
uotifit.'<l  tlie  Canadian  government. 

Witli  great  respect.  iTam,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

I>.  THUKSTON, 
United  States  Viee-Cunsul  (Jeneral. 
Hon.  WujLiAM  H.  Skwabd, 

tkcretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Kimhall  to  Mr.  Potter. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  C.  W.,  Norember  fl,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  honor  to  report  the  following  information,  which  I  comi 
mnnieatcil  to  the  pi-ovost  marshal  of  Buffalo,  S.  V.,  under  date  of  No- 
vember 3,  It  ia  given  to  me  by  fom-  different  parties,  unknown  to  each 
other: 

First.  Messrs.  A.  Sf,  Smith  &  Co.  and  George  II.  Wyatt  informed 
me.  in  answer  to  my  questions,  that  they  have  sold  the  proiK-ller  Geor- 
gian, which  they  owned,  to  one  Bates,  from  Michigan,  who  intends  to 
nse  her  in  the  lumber  trade.  They  delivered  her  at  Port  Colbonie,  C.  W., 
on  the  first  or  second  of  this  month.  They  claim  that  she  is  particularly 
adapted  to  the  lumber  trade,as  she  carries  heavy  loads  with  liglit  draught, 
aoil  the  present  owners  intend  to  strengthen  her  beams  for  tomng,  I  con- 
nder  they  i>artiaJly  admitted  that  the  itay  came  through  tlieOntano  Bank, 
.Slti,-'>OU,)  where  I  know  Colonel  Thom|>son,  the  couf^erate  agent,  keeps 
his  account. 

The  second  person  says  he  knows  this  Bates ;  knew  him  in  Louisville, 
Ky,  He  was  at  one  time  a  captain  of  the  steainer  Magnolia  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi Itiver. 

A  tliinl  person,  whom  I  well  know,  but  who  has  previously  sympa- 
thized with  tim  confederates,  came  to  nie  of  his  own  accord  to  reveal 
»!iat  hi-  claims  as  a  great  plot,  in  oi'^ler  to  arrest  it,  because,  he  lujsnmes, 
its  sncces.-i  would  have  u  tendency  to  make  trouble  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.  lie  gives  as  a  synopsis  the  following,  which  he 
pays  he  received  from  Captain  Bales  himself: 

The  Gei>rgian  is  purchase<l  by  the  confederates.  She  is  to  be  strength- 
ened in  the  tww  for  a  ram  somewhere  on  Tdike  Huron,  after  which  she 
will  take  on  men,  cannon,  small-arms,  and  ammunition,  and  ran  into  the 
Miehigiui  off  Johnson's  Island  to  sink  her;  then  make  a  dash  to  release 
liie  prisoners,  who  will  at  once  be  fnrnislied  witli  anus  if  they  meet  with 
-aci-ess :  after  which  the  Georgian  will  go  on  a  cruise  of  destrm^tiun,  in- 
chilling  Buffalo  harbor  and  other  places. 

My  informant  claims  to  know  the  details  of  the  whole  plot,  men  and 
places  and  would  reveal  the  whole  of  it  to  tho  authorities  in  the  United 
'"'tates,  if  I,  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States  government^  would  pay 
his  expensex,  and  he  would  also  expect  the  United  States  to  remniiorate 
liim.  I  told  him  I  eoidd  not  see  any  difference  between  hisr<!vealingto 
me  or  to  the  authorities  in  Buffalo,  awl  tlierefore  could  not  comply  with 
his  requests;  but  if  he  would  give  me  bis  information  I  would  transmit 
il  to  the  department,  and  if  it  was  of  real  service  to  them  I  had  no  doubt 
they  would  do  him  justice.    He  would  not  consent  to  this, 

A  fourth  person  says  be  haa  been  solicited  to  join  an  exi>eilition  by  the 
wnfederdtes.    They  tell  bim  they  have  a  ste<imer,  but  would  noti^jylc 
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what  one  it  wws,  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunitioD,  and  they  ven  going 
to  make  an  attempt  to  release  tlie  priBoners  on  Johnson's  I^aad. 
For  the  paq)08e  of  getting  more  information  he  agreed  to  meet  them 
at  Sai-nia  this  week ;  would  be  here  on  Monday  next,  and  would  see 
me  and  give  me  any  nirthcr  information  he  might  obtain. 

Taking  these  circumstancea  altogether,  I  have  no  doubt  something 
of  the  kind  is  intended,  and  therefore  immediately  commanicated  the 
intelligence  as  I  received  it  to  the  authorities  in  Buffalo,  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  should  notify  other  authorities  as  they  deem  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  J.  KLMBALL, 
United  States  Consular  Agent. 
Hon.  John  F.  Pottbe, 

Consular  General,  B.  S.  A.  P.,  Montreal,  C.  E, 


Lord  Lgons  to  Mr.  Seivard. 

British  LEaATiOK,  November  13,  1864. 
My  "Dear  Sib  :  Yiscoont  Monck  informs  me  by  telegraph  as  follows 
with  respect  to  the  Georgiana: 

"  I  have  just  had  the  tbilowing  telegram  from  the  revenue  collector  at 
Samia,  from  which  port  the  Georgiana  cleared  for  Port  Colbome.   l*ro- 
peller  Georgiana  arrived  during  night;  searched  her;  found  nothing 
suspicious;  will  give  her  clearance  when  ready  to  start." 
Believe  me,  my  dear-sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HOME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewisd,  <£c.,  <£o.,  <£o. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

■  Washington,  November  15, 1864. 
My  Deab  Sie:  With  reference  to  my  private  letter  to  you  of  the  13th 
instant,  respecting  the  release  of  the  Georgiana,  I  tliink  it  useful  for  yon 
to  possess  copies  of  the  inquiries  made  about  her  by  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Port  Oolborne,  and  of  a  telegraphic  circular  sent  by  the  Cana- 
dian finance  department  to  the  variouB  collectors  of  costoms  at  the  dif- 
ferent ports  on  the  lakes,  with  respect  to  ships  of  a  suspicious  character. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  your  very  faithful,  humble  servant, 
For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  (fee.,  <£c.,  die. 


[Telegraphic  circular.] 
Collector  of  Customs  at ; 

Give  particular  attention  fo  vessels  clearing  from  your  port;  if  any 
circnnistances  indicate  intention  to  violate  neutrality  laws,  reAise  clear- 
ance and  detain  vessel,  inun^liately  reporting  to  this  department  and 
to  the  attorney  general. 

FnsANCB  Dbpabtmbnt, 


<^w^>ee,  November  8, 1864. 


^dbyCoogle 
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By  telegraph  from  ColUctor  at  Port  Colbome  to  honorable  A.  T.  Oa.lt. 

November  8, 1864. 
Propeller  Georgiana  entered  inwards  from  Port  Stanley  ou  29th  of 
October,  discharged  cargo  aod  reported  inwards  for  Buffalo  on  1st  of 
NoTember;  returned  here  on  3d;  captain  came  to  the  office  and  stated 
he  bail  been  to  Buffalo  for  repairs;  had  a  clearance  for  this  port  without 
cargo;  was  going  to  Saruia,  but  wanted  wood;  wished  to  know  if  it  was 
D«e«sary  to  have  a  clearance  from  here  to  Sarnia,  having  a  clearance 
to  a  British  i>ort:.did  not  grant  another;  weather  stormy;  remained 
nntil  Saturday,  when  weather  moderated;  left  at  six-thirty  p.  m.;  on 
inqairiDg  of  hao-bor-master,  he  informed  me  she  took  sixty  or  seventy 
fords  wood^  as  stated,  for  ballast;  he  stated  they  iuformed  him  ou  board 
she  vas  gomg  to  Chicago ;  nothing  connected  with  her  suspicious  uuless  ' 
tAkiug  the  quantity  of  wood  and  goiug  to  one  port,  when  reporting  here 
xbe  was  going  to  another,  might  be  so  construed;  did  not  come  to  the 
office  after  taking  wood  ou  board;  Mr.  Gordon,  £rom  whom  the  wood 
vsB  porcbased,  has  stated  she  only  took  tlurty  cords. 

K  PEDTG,  Collector. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

S0.11S3.]  Department  op  State, 

M'^ashington,  November  17, 1864. 
8iE:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy. of  a  dispatch  of  the  10th  instant, 
Sa  95,  from  Mr.  D.  Thurston,  vice-consul  general  of  the  United  States  at 
UoDtreal,  Canada,  and  of  the  reply  thereto,  of  the  16th  instant,  Ko.  61, 
relative  to  the  jtroceedings  of  the  Canadian  authorities  in  regard  to  pre- 
ceDtioD  of  hostile  expeditions  from  the  British  provinces  against  the 
United  States.  I  fear  that  aft^^r  all,  either  through  deficiency  of  the 
laws,  or  error  in  application  of  them,  the  outrages  may  be  continued,  the 
eonaequences  of  which  I  have  already  indicated. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Fbajicj»  Ada^s,  Esq.,  &c.,  Sc.,  &c. 

Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extracto.] 
So.  95.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Montreal,  November  10, 1864, 
Snt;  Some  days  since  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Carti«5r,  attorney  general,  East, 
called  at  the  Ottawa  Hotel,  and  left  his  card  for  the  consul  general  and 
B)-8el£  The  consul  genend  being  absent,  Mr.  Carti^r  expressed  the 
Tiah  that  I  would  call  on  him  at  his  residence  before  he  left  the  city. 
Accordingly,  the  next  day  I  called  at  his  bouse,  but  not  finding  him  at 
liMoe  I  Irft  my  card,  with  a  request  that  be  would  do  me  the  honor  to 
«]]  at  the  consulate  previous  to  his  Tearing  tor  Quebec.  Saturday 
Boming  last  Mr.  EmmoDS,  of  Detroit,  called  at  the  consulate,  and  stat&d 
Uiat  the  object  of  his  visit  was  to  obtain  information  iu  refei-ence  to  tbe 
faidon  Sl  Albans,tbesentiment  of  the  people  of  Canada,  and  the  views 
Thick  the  govemmeDt  of  Canada  might  entertain  of  its  powers  to  ren- 
^  up  the  prisoners  under  the  law  ;  or,  if  the  law  was  defective;(Wheth^ ,, 
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the  government  possessed  tlie  right  to  increase  its  powers  hy  additioual 
le^alation. 

He  exi>lainod  to  me  that  he  had  no  official  character,  Irnt  that  he  had 
lately  visited  Washington,  and  had  an  interview  with  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State,  and  although  be  had  received  no  authority  to  represent 
tiie  government  from  the  department,  yet  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
State  had  synipatliizcd  with  his  ett'orts,  and  had  freely  conversed  with 
him  and  his  associate,  Kir.  Barnes,  of  Portland,  on  these  subjects,  as 
citizens,  and  bad  expressed  the  wish  that  they  should  visit  Klontreal  on 
their  way  home,  Mr.  Emmons  exhibited  to  me  several  documents  estab- 
lishing, as  I  believe,  his  position  as  a  gentleman  of  [>ositibn  and  respect- 
ability in  his  State,  and  referred  me  to  parties  in  Montreal  to  whom  he 
was  well  known. 

While  I  was  conversing  with  Mr.  Emmons,  Mr.  Carti^r  and  the  Hon, 
D'Arny  Mc(5ee,  minister  of  agriculture,  came  into  the  consulate.  I 
,  introduced  to  them  Mr.  Emmons,  and  stated  to  them  the  object  of  his 
\isit  at  Montreal,  as  explained  to  me,  and  remarked  to  Mr.  Cartii^r  that 
I  presumed,  from  his  calling  on  the  eonsid  general  and  myself  ut  our 
hotel,  and  the  expression  of  his  wish  that  I  should  visit  bim  at  his  resi- 
dence, he  desired  to  confer  with  me  on  the  matter  of  the  St.  Albans  raid. 
I  had  ventured  to  request  him  _to  call  at  the  consulate,  as  I  learned  he 
was  to  leave  for  Quebec  that  evening,  and  1  feared  I  should  miss  the 
opportunity  of  having  an  interview  before  he  left. 

I  then  informed  him  that  explanations  bad  be^n  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  of  the  immediate  and  eanicst  action  of  the  authorities  of 
Canada  to  secure  the  arrest  of  the  raiders,  and  of  the  kindness  and  com-- 
tesy  with  which  the  representations  of  tlie  consular  officers  bad  been 
received  by  the  government  of  Canada,  and  of  the  satisfaction  which 
had  been  expressed  by  tiie  Secretary  of  State  at  the  proraptiies*  and 
offieiency  which  the  i)rovincial  government  had  manifested  in  this 
matter. 

They  also  invited  my  freipient  consultation  with  their  olficials  in  Mon- 
treiU,  and  in  other  localities,  and  desired  me  freely  to  communicate  with 
them  whenever  I  had  any  matter  of  whieb  I  thought  it  pioper  they 
should  be  informed.  They  expressed  their  earnest  desire  to  <lo  everj'- 
thing  i>oasiblc  under  the  law,  and  evinced  much  pleasure  that  the  depart- 
ment had  been  informed  of  the  steps  taken  in  the  St.  Albans  raid,  and 
left. 

This  interview,  with  three  of  the  loading  members  of  Tjord  Mouck's 
ministry,  iiiis<»licited  on  my  part,  is  certainly  an  eridence  of  the  good 
fiiith  of  the  government  of  Canada,  and  its  earnest  desire  efleetually  to 
put  in  force  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  to  maintain  all  their 
obligations  as  a  neutral  [lowerat  i»eace  with  the  United  States.  1  should 
not  have  asked  an  interview  of  this  kind,  but  as  Mr.  Carti(5r  e\'i<lently 
sought  the  opportunity  of  conversing  with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  raid, 
committed  on  tlie  territory  of  the  United  States,  I  deemed  it  my  dut>-  to 
talk  freely  with  hinij  Mr,  McGee,  and  Mr.  Mcllougal  on  the  subJetTt,  and 
have  the  honor  to  give  you  the  foregoing  narrative  as  a  resume  of  what 
was  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo  your  obadient  servant,  * 

D.  THURSTON^, 
United  States  Tice-CoTUul  General. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud,  .•  ■  :-^  ^  ,  I  . 

Secretary  of  State.  '    '-■tH\*^K 
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Jlfr.  F.  W.  Seteard  to  Mr.  Thurston. 

Bo.  61.J  Depaxtmemt  of  State, 

Washington,  JITotimlw- 16, 1864. 
Snt :  Toar  dispatoh  Ko.  95  has  been  recdred.    The  spirit  manifested 
1^  the  Canadian  mimsters  at  tlie  conference  to  wbich  it  relates  was  just 
8Dd  friendly :  we  hope  th^  may  arrest  the  evi].    Yoor  own  proceedings 
m  approved. 

I  un,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FBEDEBICK  W.  SEWARD, 

Assktata  Sei^etary. 
D.  Teubston,  Esq., 

UKiteA  Statm  OoimA  Qmeral,  MorOredL 


Lord  Lgons  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

WASHmoiOK,  SownAsr  19, 1861. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  Viscoimt  Monck's  dispatch  of  the  36th  nltimo, 
and  to  yonr  reply  of  the  3d  instant,  with  respect  to  the  order  issned  by 
OtnenU  Dix  relative  to  the  recent  ontrage  at  St.  Albans,  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  team  his 
OfeOeney,  replying,  on  his  side,  to  the  observations  cont^ned  in  that 
Bote. 

In  the  sentiments  expressed  b^  his  esoeilency  the  eovemor  freneral 
I  &ily  concnr.  It  soffices  to  examine  the  dates  when  ^e  various  reqni- 
HtiODs  for  extradition  were  received  at  this  legation,  and  dispatched  to 
Tiseonnt  Moncb,  to  prove  thatj  on  my  side,  also,  nothing  was  left  on- 
iaaa  which  conla  promote  the  wishes  and  anxiocs  desires  of  the  Amer- 


ican govenunemt,  whether  in  the  aS&ax  of  Lake  Erie,  or  in  that  of  St. 
Albans. 

Tour  note  of  Ote  13th  nltimo,  asking  for  the  extradition  of  Bell  and 
others,  conoemed  in  the  Lake  Ehie  occnrrences,  was*  received  on  the 
Uth,  aad  diapattdied  to  Yisoooat  Monck  on  the  16tfa.  His  excellency's 
Kpty  of  the  32d,  received  on  the  26th,  was  transmitted  the  next  day  to 
yao. 

With  regard  to  the  af^r  at  Bt  Albans,  yonr  flrst  note,  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  relative  to  the  extradition  of  Wallace  and  others^  was  received 
ud  diqntehed  on  the  same  day  to  Viscount  Monck.  His  excellency's 
nfijj  at  the  31st  October,  was  received  on  the  3d  instant,  and  trans- 
nhted  to  yon  on  the  4th  instant.  Yoor  farther  note,  of  the  29th  nltimo, 
tdative  to  the  extradition  of  Lackey  and  others,  was  received  on  the 
day  on  which  it  was  written,  and  on  that  Bame,  day  dispatched  to  Vis- 
nont  Monek.  His  excellency's  reply,  of  the  4th  instant,  received  at 
ihis  legation  on  the'  11th  instant,  was  dispatched  to  yon  the  same  day. 

Rn^ly,  your  not«  of  the  1st  instant,  requeBting  the  extradition  of 
Botehinaon,  was  again  received  and  dispatched  to  its  destination  on  the 


tame  day.  and  Yisconnt  Monck's  reply  of  the  7th  instant^  lecei^ 
tte  12th  instant,  was  forwarded  to  yon  on  the  day  on  which  it  v 

yself 
B,  an 

Coogk 


ToQ  win  thuB  perceive  that  both  YiBconnt  Monck  and  myself  have 
iooB  all  tJaat  lay  in  oar  power  to  expedite  tlie  ends  of  jostace,  and  that  - 

3  A  O— TOL.  n 
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it  cannot  in  truth  be  said  that  requJBitions  for  tliese  offeodera  have  le- 
mained  unanewered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  tiighest  constderatioi),  sir,  joni  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

For  LOBD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BXJENLET. 
Hon.  WaxiAM  H.  Sewaitd,  de.,  (E«.,  do. 


Yitoovnt  Monek  to  Lord  Lgotu. 

Quebec,  November  12, 1864. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patch of  7th  B'ovember,  and  the  accompanying  note  &om  Mr.  Seward, 
dated  3d  November,  relative  to  the  dispatch  which  I  deemed  it  my  dutj' 
to  address  to  you  on  the  26th  October,  calling  yonr  attention  to  the 
extraet  from  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  which  purport^  to  give  the 
words  of  an  order  issued  by  Major  General  Dix,  in  reference  to  the 
recent  outrage  at  St.  Albans,  Yermont. 

I  sliall  transmit  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
colonies,  for  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

There  is  one  statement,  however,  in  Mr.  Seward's  note  to  which  I 
must  allude,  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  government  of  Canada.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  United  States  says,  "  While  this  government 
has  been  considei-ing  Earl  Monck's  request,  our  requisition  for  the 
offenders  whose  crimes  were  committed  ou  Lake  Erie,  and  for  the  bur- 
glars and  mtu^erera  who  invaded  Vermont,  remain  unanswered." 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this  statement.  With  regard  to  the  first 
of  these  outrages,  it  occurred  on  the  19th  September.  Om  the  22d  Octo- 
ber a  dispatch  was  received  by  me  &om  Mr,  Burnley,  dated  16th  Octo- 
ber, inclosing  a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
demanding  the  extradition  of  Bell  and  others,  (the  persons  8upxx>s^  to 
have  been  concerned  in  the  Lake  Erie  outrage.)  On  the  same  day  (22d 
October)  I  addressed  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Burnley,  in  which  I  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  his  communication,  and  begged  him  to  inform  Mr. 
Seward  that  "  as  soon  as  I  should  have  been  advised  that  these  persons, 
or  any  of  them,  had  been  arrested  in  Canada,  and  that  the  proof  required 
by  the  treaty  had  been  made,  the  necessary  warrants  shoold  be  issued 
for  their  delivery  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  States," 

Witii  reference  to  the  outrage  committed  at  St.  Albans,  this  affui 
occurred  on  the  19th  October.  On  theSlst  I  received  from  Mr.  Burnley 
a  dispatch,  dated  25th  October,  demanding  the  extradition  of  G.  M. 
Wallace  and  twelve  other  persons,  participators  in  the  St.  Albans 
affoirs. 

On  the  same  day  I  answered  Mr.  Burnley's  dispatch,  informing  him 
that  when  the  proof  required  should  have  been  made,  the  warraota  for 
extradition  should  be  issued. 

On  the  4th  November  I  received  a  fhrther  dispatch,  dated  29th  Ooto- 
ber,  referring  to  the  same  persons,  and  stating  that  they  were  in  custody 
in  Canada,  and  asking  for  their  extradition. 

This  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  informing  Mr.  Burnley  that  the 
men  referred  to  were  in  custody,  and  that  the  warrants  for  their  extra- 
dition should  issue  as  soon  as  the  proofs  required  by  the  treaty  had 
been  completed. 

On  the  7th  of  November  I  received  from  Lord  Lyons  a^fhrtb^  dispatcb, 
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dated  Sovember  1,  inclosing  a  demand  for  tlie  extradition  of  one  Hateh- 
iaaon,  a  man  n-hose  name  was  not  included  in  the  former  list. 

This  dispatch  was  answered  on  the  same  day,  and  in  the  same  terms 
astbe  former  commnuications.  I  hare  been  Urns  miuate  in  the  8tate- 
mait  of  what  has  occnrred  in  these  matters,  because  I  should  have  felt 
mneh  annoyed  if  it  could  be  supposed  that  your  communications  to  me, 
made  at  the  instaDce  of  a  minister  of  a  Mendly  power,  had  been  for  any 
eanse  aDowed  to  rem^u  unausweied. 
I  have,  &&,  &c., 

MONCK. 

Hon.  head  Lyons,  &g,  i&o.,  &c 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depaktmeht  op  State, 

Washington,  Jfovember  22, 1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  from  a  communication  of 
the  ITth  instant,  addressed  to  this  department  by  his  excellency  the  gov- 
Knor  of  Vermon^  relative  to  the  hostile  schemes  of  insurgent  agents  in 
Canada  against  the  United  States.  I  must  request  your  lordship  to  ask 
the  earnest  attention  of  her  Britannic  M^esty's  government  to  the 
sabjecL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  my  lord,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Bight  Hon.  LoBD  Lyons,  <fcc,  <t-c.,  dc. 


Oovemor  Smith  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

[Extract.] 

Sm:  ••••••• 

Mr.  Edmonds  informs  me  that  Messrs.  Clay,  Saunders,  and  Westcott 
(late  senator  Crom  Florida]  still  continae  to  tlireaton  retaUation,  and 
q»enly  say  that  they  are  organized,  both  in  Canada  East  and  West,  and 
jKeyared  for  action.  My  advices  from  perfectly-  reliable  sources  are 
that  in  their  secret  conclaves  their  plaus  are  beiug  discussed  and  per- 
fected, and  tbat  they  threaten  that  they  will  destroy  the  towns  of  Bur- 
hagton  and  St.  Albans  within  thirty  days.  They  are  cognizant  of  oiu: 
Dioremeuts  here  for  the  defense  of  the  frontier,  being  informed  by  their 
qties  how  many  muskets  have  been  distributed,  and  to  what  towns. 
There  is  no  movement  made  of  which  they  are  not  informed,  as  they  have 
tpies  in  every  town.  The  action  of  oiir  legislature  is  reported  to  them, 
aod  they  are  familiar  with  the  discussion  of  every  measure  which  may 
dfectthem. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  GKEGOEY  SMITH, 

6ov0mor  of  Vermont. 
Hon.  WiXiiAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  0/ State.  o.^zedbyCoOgle 
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Mr,  Adam9  to  Mr,  S«ward. 

No.  S21.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Nove«^>er  25, 1864^ 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  at  last  I  have  comi»letod 
the  preparation  of  the  note  to  Lord  Bussell,  rendered  necessaiy  by  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  I^o.  1136,  together  with  ocqiiea 
of  the  accompanyiDg  papers.    I  dated  it  on  the  23d  inatant,  and  sent 
'  the  messenger  with  instractions  to  note  on  the  comer  the  hoar  and 
minute  of  ^e  delivery  at  the  Foreign  Oi&oe.    It  was  so  noted  by  him  at 
five  minntes  paiit  six  o'clock  that  evening. 
I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  year  obedient  aervant^ 

CHABLES  FBAHCia  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewa£D, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Svsaell, 

[Deltvered  at  the  Foreign  OfBce  at  5  minntea  past  6  p.  m.,  Norember  23,  1864.] 

Lbqxtioh  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  23, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yoor  consideration  copies 
of  a  number  of  papers  which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  with  instmo- 
tions  to  lay  them  before  her  M^eBty'a  government. 

It  has  become  once  more  my  painiul  duty  to  make  representations 
icspecting  the  manner  in  which  the  teiritories  in  America  under  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  both  continental  and  insular,  tue  systemati- 
cally used  by  the  insurgents  against  the  United  States  as  bases  for  hos- 
tile proceedings  of  every  descriptioiL 

The  motives  for  such  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  twofold.  Hie 
first  and  the  most  obvious  is,  to  do  as  much  injury  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  as  possible.  But  the  second,  and  far  more  inciting  one, 
has  been  to  stimulate  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States 
to  so  great  a  degree  of  irritation  as  to  prompt  hasty  acts  of  retaliation, 
which  might  ultimately  effect  a  permanent  breach  of  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  conntries.  By  this  means  it  is  hoped  that  the 
natural  result  of  a  struggle,  perceived  firom  the  first  to  be  nneqof^ 
might  be  changed  by  the  intervention  of  a  powerftil  aUy  to  the  &Uing 
side. 

On  a  review  of  the  correspondence  which  I  have  heretofore  had  the 
honor  to  conduct  with  your  lordship,  I  think  it  will  moat  clearly  appear 
that  the  attention  of  my  government  has  been  most  constantly  fixed 
uiton  the  necessity  of  averting  the  dangers  springing  out  of  this  nefin- 
rioue  policy.  In  that  view  the  insufficiency  of  the  law  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  enforce  a  rigid  neutrality,  as  well  as  of  her  M^esty's  proclwoa- 
tion  to  avert  causes  of  complaint,  was  very  early  foreseen.  It  was  for 
that  reason  that  a  proposal  was  early  made  by  me  to  your  lordship  to 
secure  such  changes  and  amendments  of  that  law  as  might  be  expected 
more  folly  to  answer  the  purpose,  aud  such  as  the  experience  in  a  former 
instance  in  the  United  States  had  actually  dictated  to  them  to  adopt  in 
order  to  maintain  peace. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  remind  your  lordship  that 


BEBEL  OPERATIONS  FBOH  CANADA.  37 

nothing  vhatever  bas  been  done  in  tbis  direction,  and  that  in  apite  of 
the  faat  that  every  daj's  enbaeqaent  experience  has  proved  the  reaaon- 
abteness  of  the  anxiety  that  prompted  the  reqnest. 

The  Beiznre  of  the  steamer  Chesapeake  on  the  high  seas  by  insnrg^nts 
who  made  her  Mt\jesty'a  provinces  of  Kova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 
Ae  base  of  the  operation  ia  well  known  to  your  lordship.  Although  it 
be  tme  that  that  veasel  was  ultimately  released,  it  ia  equally  certain 
that  the  perpetrators  of  the  act  escaped  all  penal  consequences  in  the 
ooloaies.  Braine,  the  very  aame  man  who  was  engaged  in  that  high- 
handed act,  haa  since  perpetrated  another  of  the  same  kind  upon  the 
steam  packet  Boanoke,  in  the  course  of  which  he  made  the  island  of 
Bennnda  the  point  from  which,  failing  to  gain  a  reception  for  his  prize, 
he  completed  bis  operations  for  her  destnictioQ  at  the  month  of  the 
harbor. 

I  am  now  compelled  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  other  proceed- 
ings of  a  character  infinitely  more  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  the  two 
eoon  tries. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  18th  of  September  a  man  came  on  board  the 
Philo  Feosous  while  she  was  lying  at  the  dock  at  Detroit,  and  requested 
the  clerk,  Mr.  Walker  T.  Ashley,  who  ia  part  owner  of  the  Parsons,  to 
call  at  Sandwich,  on  the  Canada  shore,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  to 
receive  him  and  a  party  of  friends  who  wished  to  go  to  Kelly's  Island, 
about  eleven  miles  from  Sauduaky,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  lame 
and  could  not  well  croas  the  ferry.  The  Philo  Parsons  sailed  the  next 
morning,  (Monday,  the  l&th  of  September, )  at  8  o'clock,  with  about  forty 
passengers.  The  person  referred  to  above  as  having  engaged  a  passage 
tor  himself  and  party  apiietu^  immediately  afCerwardu,  and,  at  his 
request,  the  steamer  called  at  Sandwich,  where  hia  friends,  four  in  num- 
ber, came  on  board.  At  Maiden,  on  the  Canada  side,  where  the  steams 
always  stopped,  about  twenty  milea  below  Detroit,  and  near  the  point 
-where  the  Detroit  River  empties  into  the  lake,  about  twenty  more  men 
came  on  board.  The  number  not  being  unusual,  excited  no  suspicion. 
The  only  baggage  of  the  l>arty  was  an  old-fashioned  trunk,  tied  with 
rope,  and  which  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  contain  revolvers  and 
la^e  hatchets  or  hand-axes.  The  steamer  continued  on  her  course,  and 
made  her  nsn^  landiuKS  at  North  Bass,  Middle  Bass,  and  South  Bass 
Islands,  the  latter  being  better  known  as  Put-in-Bay  Island,  These 
islMids  are  nearly  north  of  Sandusky,  and  about  twenty  miles  distant. 
Hiey  all  bdtmg  to  the  United  States,  and  are  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Captain  Atwood,  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  left  her  at  Middle  Bass 
Island,  where  his  family  reside.  Having  made  these  landings,  the 
Aeuner  went  on  her  course  to  Kelly's  Island,  about  seven  miles  farther 
on,  and  made  her  usual  landing  there.  Here  four  men  got  on  board,  all 
anwrently  belonging  to  the  aame  ptirty,  and  it  haa  been  aaoertained 
that  one  who  was  seen  among  them  after  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
had  been  several  days  on  the  island,  visiting  the  inhabitants,  and  pre- 
tending to  be  an  agent  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Kelly's  Island,  about  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
nooOf  and  while  she  was  directly  on  her  conrae  for  Sandusky,  the  Philo 
PaiBona  waa  seized  by  the  ptu%'  who  had  got  on  board  at  Sandwich  and 
Maiden,  and  was  headed  to  the  eastward  for  nearly  an  hour,  when  she 
was  torned  back  to  Middle  Bass  Island  for  fuel,  the  leader  of  the  party 
having  ascertained  from  the  mate  and  engineer  that  there  was  not 
esumgh  to  ran  many  hours.  Soon  after  the  Philo  Parsons  reached 
Mid^e  Baas  Island,  and  while  she  was  taking  in  wood,  the  steamer 
Island  Queen,  which  performs  daily  trips  from  ttie  Bass  Islands  to  San- 
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dusky  and  back,  came  aloDgside,  and  wae  immediately  seized.  The 
engineer  of  the  Island  Qneen,  iritnout  giving  any  provocationj  was  shot 
in  the  face,  "tbe  ball  entered  his  cheek  and  passed  ont  near  the  ear. 
One-person  was  cnt  in  the  head  with  a  hatehet  and  bled  profbsely. 
Several  other  persons  were  knocked  down,  and  a  large  number  were 
stmck  with  tiie  bnttends  of  pistols,  and  with  hatchets,  and  some  ten  or 
a  dozen  shots  were  fired. 

l^e  passengers  on  both  boats  were  landed  at  Middle  Basa,  with  a  part 
of  their  baggage.  After  getting  a  supply  of  fael  the  Philo  Parsons  ran 
out  into  the  Take,  towing  the  Island  Queeu.  At  the  distance  of  about 
five  miles,  according  to  one  statement,  and  at  a  smaller  distance  accord- 
ing to  others,  the  Island  Qneen  waa  scuttled  by  cntting  her  snpply-pipe, 
and  was  sent  adrift.  Before  filhng  she  drifted  on  a  shoal,  and  was 
gotten  off  a  few  days  afterwards,  having  been  plundered  by  the  party 
who  bad  seized  her. 

After  the  Island  Qneen  had  been  scuttled,  the  Philo  Parsons  stood  for 
Sandusky  harbor,  and  was  then  turned  about  and  steered  for  Maiden, 
where  she  arrived  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
the  20th  of  September.  A  few  miles  above  Maiden  a  yawl-boat  load  of 
plunder  was  sent  ashore  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Detroit  River.  At 
Fighting  Island,  some  six  miles  above,  the  crews  of  both  steamers  were 
landed.  The  Philo  Pai-sons  arrived  at  Sandwich  at  about  8  o'clock 
the  same  morning,  and  a  pianoforte  belonging  to  her,  a  number  of  trunks, 
and  the  cabin  furniture,  were  put  ashore  at  the  dock,  where  a  custom- 
bouse  officer  almost  immediately  appeared.  She  was  then  scuttled  by 
cutting  her  injection-pipes,  and  cast  off.  She  partially  filled^  but  was 
taken  possession  of  a  few  hours  afterwards  by  the  mate,  who  had  come 
up  in  a  small  steamer  {the  Pearl)  from  Ecorse,  who  had  her  towed  to 
Detroit. 

The  facts  thus  set  forth  have  been  substantiated  by  the  deiwsitions 
of  eye-witnesses  of  these  occurrences.  Upon  learning  these  extraordi- 
nary proceedings,  initiated  and  executed  from  her  Majesty's  possessions 
in  Canada  as  a  base,  a  note  was  immediately  addressed  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  J.  Hume  Bamley,  est].,  her  Miyesty's  charge  d'affaires  at 
Washington,  requesting,  through  him,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
would,  ai)on  the  arrest  and  commitment  of  the  parties  perpetrating  these 
outrages,  issue  the  necessary  warrant  for  their  delivery  to  the  agents  of 
the  United  States,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought  there  for  trial. 
This  request  was  made  on  the  ground  that  the  jtersons  were  guilty  of 
crimes  embraced  within  the  terms  of  the  extradition  treaty.  Mr.  Bum- 
ley  repUed  that  he  had  referred  the  matter  to  her  Majesty's  provincial 
authorities,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases.  Thus  has  it  rested  down  to  this 
time. 

The  primary  object  in  capturing  the^e  steamers  was  confessedly  to 
release  the  insurgent  ofiicers  confied  on  Johnson's  Island.  TTiere  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  conspiracy  was  organized  and  set  in  motion  by 
prominent  insurgents  who  have  for  some  time  past  been  residing  iu 
Canada  for  such  purposes.  Indeed,  my  government  has  proof  that  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson  has  acknowledged  that  he  was  commissioned  and  pro- 
vided with  funds  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  had  interviews  with 
conspicuous  members  of  the  gang  just  before  the  steamers  were  cap- 
tured. Scarcely  had  the  alann  occasioned  by  this  sally  from  the  Cana- 
dian territory  subsided,  when  information  of  a  new  and  even  more  ex- 
traonlinary  and  desperate  outrage  was  received  by  my  government. 
This  time  it  was  not  committed  upon  the  water,  but  against  the  peace- 
able and  unoffending  inhabitants  of  a  border  town.    A  band,  said  toi 
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taosBt  of  twenty-five  deq>6rBte  men,  clandeBtmely  armed,  crossed  the 
frontier,  and  proi^eded  in  several  small  parties  by  stage-coach  to  Bt. 
Albans,  YermoDt,  in  the  coatomary  way  of  travelers.  At  a  concerted 
time  they  raised  a  scene  of  terror  in  that  peaceful  town,  broke  into  ba&k- 
iBg-boasee  and  ot^er  buildings,  and  carried  off  large  amounts  of  treasare, 
Biwi  to  be  two  hnndred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  together  with 
other  vHlnable  property.  As  soon  as  the  people  recovered  from  their 
raipriae,  they  arose  and  hotly  porsned  the  felons,  who  soaght  safety  by 
Trtnming  on  stolen  horses  across  the  firontier  into  Canada.  The  Oana- 
dian  mnnicipal  agents  seem  to  have  co-operated  with  the  pursuers  &om 
Tennont  with  alacrity  and  diligence.  Twelve  of  the  robbers  were  ar- 
rested, stripped  of  their  plnnder,  and  taken  into  custody  by  the  Cana- 
diiUQ  antborities.  It  is  also  understood  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
recovered  property  was  promptly  restored  to  its  owners. 

A  reqneat,  similar  in  its  character  to  the  former  one,  has  been 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Bomley,  as  will  appear  in 
die  papers  which  accompany  this  note. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  your,  lordship  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  arrangement  between  the  two  governments  in  April,  1817,  which 
limited  their  naval  forces  on  the  lakes,  a  condition  of  things  like  the 
pesent  could  scarcely  have  been  anticipated.  The  purpose  clearly  was 
to  prevent  either  j>arty  fi:oni  keeiting  np  a  force  which  might  endanger 
Ae  other ;  thus  entailing  upon  both  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  more 
Iff  less  burdensome  armament.  It  certainly  did  not  contemplate  the 
possible  intervention  of  a  third  party,  ill-disposed  to  both,  which  sboold 
m^gnantly  avail  itself  of  the  known  provisions  of  the  compact  for  the 
purpose  of  working  certain  mischief  to  that  which  it  hated  the  most, 
ind  possible  injury  even  to  the  other,  by  provoking  strife  between  the 
two.  Neither  could  it  have  foreseen  the  precise  position  in  which  her 
Majesty's  government  has  been  placed  by  recognizing  as  belligerents 
peisoDS  capable  of  abusing  the  privileges  conceded  by  that  ntcitsure 
to  the  most  malicious  purposes.  In  view  of  these  extraordinary 
events,  agaiust  the  recurrence  of  which  on  the  Canadian  side  no  provi- 
iiOD  adequate  to  meet  the  immediate  exigency  seems  to  have  been  made 
on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  would  seem  to  be  the  impera- 
tive duty  of  the  United  States  to  provide  at  once  some  stringent  meas- 
mes.  Inroails  by  maranding  mfflans  npon  the  population  of  the  United 
States  on  that  border  cannot  be  tolerated.  Among  the  papers  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  I  beg,  in  this  connection,  to  call  to 
your  notice  » letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  directing  the  outfit 
of  two  steam  propellers — one  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  the  other  on  Lake 
Ontario — with  the  object  of  checking,  aiid  if  possible  suppressing,  depre- 
dations on  the  trade  or  attacks  npon  the  population  connected  with 
thgae  waters. 

In  consequence,  however,  of  the  later  outrage  perpetrated  at  St. 
Albans,  I  am  directed  tx)  say  that  the  preceding  measures  are  not  deemed 
by  any  means  adequate  to  answer  the  desired  purpose.  The  proceedings 
taken  together  are  regarded  as  deserving  of  further  and  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  her  Mc^esty's  government,  in  order  to  avert  the  danger  of 
nltnnate  conflict  npon  the  Canadian  borders.  It  gives  me  great  satis- 
bction  to  be  able  to  acknowledge  to  your  lordship  that  the  Canadian 
oecntive  authority  has  thns  far  co-operated  with  my  government  in 
'  bithfiil  Mid  diligent  efforts  to  bring  these  disturbers  of  the  public  peace 
to  doe  account.  It  is  a  matter  of  certainty,  though  perhaps  not  suscep- 
tible of  jadicial  proof,  that  all  movements  of  this  character  are  set  on 
^  by  a  notorious  person  named  Jacob  Thompson,  who,  with  other  dis-  ' 
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loyal  cituens  of  the  TTnited  States,  ie  temporarily  domiciled  in  Ganad*, 
and  fiiruiahed  with  fands  by  his  coa^jatore  at  home  for  these  iniqaitoaa 
oparatioDB,  through  the  banking  institutions  of  that  proTince.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  feel  their  presence  and  their  activity  in  that  region  to 
be  a  oonstant  threat  against  the  safety  of  the  people  occapying  the 
entire  long  line  of  tiie  border.  I  am,  therefore,  with  great  regret, 
instructed  to  give  this  formal  notice  to  your  lordship,  that,  in  conformity 
with  the  treaty  reservation  of  the  right  at  the  expiration  of  six  monthB 
from  the  date  of  this  note,  the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at 
liberty  to  increase  the  navEil  armament  upon  the  lakes,  if  in  their  judg- 
ment tiie  condition  of  atEairs  in  that  quarter  shall  then  require  it. 

In  taking  this  step,  I  am  de^red  to  assure  your  lordship  that  it  is 
resorted  to  only  as  an  indispfmsable  measure  to  the  national  defense ; 
and,  so  far  fiwm  being  in  a  spirit  of  hostility,  that  it  springs  fh)m  a  wish 
BO  less  earnest  than  heretofore  to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relations 
with  Great  Britain.  I  take  pleasure  in  adding,  that  it  1b  the  fixed  pur- 
pose of  my  government,  in  every  case,  to  direct  its  energies  to  the  pre- 
vention of  sJl  attempts  to  invade  the  British  territory,  whether  by  way 
of  retaUation  or  otherwise.  The  Questions  that  grow  out  of  the  present 
anomalous  state  of  things  are  deemed  of  not  less  importanue  to  the 
interests  of  her  Majesty's  possessions  thou  they  are  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  tkilure  to  maintain  a  rigid  neutrality  on  the  Cana- 
dian border  at  this  day  may  become  a  fruitful  source  of  excuse  for  simi- 
tar deUnquency  at  some  period  or  other  on  our  side  of  the  line  whenever 
the  temptation  may  arise.  It  is  not  for  my  government  to  indicate  the 
precise  means  to  be  adopted  by  her  Majesty's  government  to  insure  a 
more  perfect  observance  of  that  neutrality  on  her  side.  X  may,  however, 
be  permitted  to  suggest  on  its  behalf  an  opinion,  that  a  policy  similar  to 
that  which  was  inaugurated  under  circumstances  not  altogetiier  unlike, 
by  the  enactment  of  the  law  of  the  10th  March,  1838,  already  aUaded 
to  in  the  early  part  of  this  note,  might  be  followed  with  advantage  to 
Great  Britain  in  the  American  provinces  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  struggle. 

I  should  Ikil,  howcTer,  in  executing  the  whole  duty  imposed  upon  me, 
if  I  were  not  to  repeat  the  expression  of  the  sincere  conviction  of  my 
government,  that  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  her  MEyesty 
has  proclaimed  ha&  tailed,  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in  the 
colonies,  but  most  especially  in  the  latter ;  and,  moreover,  that  it  must 
continue  to  feil  more  conspicuously  every  day  so  long  as  an  asylum  is 
opened  there  to  active  emissaries  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  it  in  their  power  to  use,  by  means  Mr  or  fool,  the  British  ports 
and  British  borders  as  a  l>a8e  for  felonious  depredations  of  every  descrip- 
tion against  the  people  of  the  United  States.  !N either  is  it  deemed  pos- 
sible to  arrive  at  any  remedy  adequate  to  meet  the  present  exigency, 
other  than  a  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the  just  and 
exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and  all  the 
.  territory  heretofore  legally  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  government.  Id 
the  use  of  the  word  exigency,  the  fidl  sense  of  its  effect  is  perfectiy 
ouderstood.  The  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  neighboring  British  pro- 
vinces are  as  sincerely  desired  on  its  part  as  they  can  be  by  Great 
Britain.  In  a  practical  sense  they  are  sources  of  wealth  and  influence 
for  the  one  coontry  only  in  a  less  degree  than  for  the  other,  though  the 
jurisdiction  appertain  only  to  the  latter.  That  this  is  the  sincere  con- 
viction of  my  government  has  been  proved  by  its  consent  to  enter  into 
relations  of  reciprocal  free  commerce  with  them  ^most  as  intimate  as 
those  which  prevail  between  the  several  States  of  the  Union  themselves. 
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niB  far  the  dispoeitiou  haa  been  to  remain  oonteot  irith  those  relationB 
under  any  and  all  circnmBtaiices,  and  that  diBpodtioQ  will  doobUess 
HKitiime;  provided,  always,  that  the  ainity  be  reciprocated,  and  that 
Ute  peace  and  h^mony  on  the  border  indispensable  to  its  existence  he 
Innly  secured.  The  fnlfiUmeot  of  that  obligation  must  be,  however,  ae 
jmi  lordship  cannot  fiul  to  perceive  at  a  glance,  the  essentitd  and 
paramonnt  condition  of  the  preservation  of  the  compact.  Even  were  my 
gDvernment  to  -profess  its  satisfaction  with  less,  it  must  be  apparent 
tbat,  by  the  very  force  of  circnmstances,  peace  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  nrntmoe  ioog  in  a  region  where  no  adequate  secorlty  should  be 
ifforded  to  the  inhabitants  against  mntnal  aggression  and  reprisaL 

Political  agitation,  terminating  at  times  in  civil  strife,  is  shown  by 
eqierience  to  be  incident  to  the  lot  of  mankind,  however  combined  in 
tOGfetj;.  Neither  is  it  an  evil  confined  to  any  particnlar  region  or  race. 
It  has  happened  heretofore  in  Canada,  and  what  is  now  a  sconrge, 
tffiictiDg  the  United  States,  may  be  Ukely  at  some  time  or  other  to  re- 
fist  her.  In  view  of  these  very  obvious  possibilities  I  am  instructed 
nq>ectfally  to  anbmit  to  her  Mtyesty's  government  the  question  whether 
it  would  not  be  the  port  of  wisdom  to  establish  such  a  system  of  repres- 
doa  now  as  might  prove  a  rook  of  safety  for  the  rapidly  multipfying 

Tilation  of  both  countries  for  all  fhtore  time, 
pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  oonaidera- 
tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
riiedient  servant, 

0HABLE8  FEAITCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  ifv.,  (&o.,  dx. 


1.  Mr.  Fesaenden  to  Hr.  Seward,  September  23, 1864. 

2.  Hr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fessenden,  September  30, 1864. 

3.  General  Hitchcock  to  Mr.  Stantcm,  (telegram,)  September  23, 1864. 

4.  Mr.  Fesaenden  to  Mr.  Seward,  September  30, 1864. 
fi.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  October  1, 1864. 

6.  Mr.  Barnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  4, 1864. 

7.  Mr.  Thnrston  to  Mr.  Seward,  (three  inclosurea,)  October  20, 1864. 

8.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley,  October  21, 1864. 
».  Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  23, 1864. 

10.  Same  to  same,  October  23, 1864. 

IL  Cohinel  Yan  Bnren  to  Mr.  Seward,  October  26, 1864. 

12.  M^w  Austin  to  Oen.  Dix,  October  23, 1864. 

13.  Governor  of  Vermont  to  Miyor  Austin,  (telegram,)  October  19, 
1864. 

[Inelosnre«  nnmbered  5,  6,  8,  9,  and  10,  aie  printed  in  iheax  proper 
(knsK^ogical  order  as  originals.] 


No.1. 
Mr.  Feuendeit  to  Mr.  Beward. 

Teeasuet  Depabtmbnt, 

September  23, 1864. 
8iE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  a  steam  propeller  has  been 
^  in  eoounission  as  a  revenue  Teasel  to  cruide  on  the  lakes.         ioqIc 
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I  deem  it  proper  to  acquaint  yon  with  this  £act,  in  Tiew  of  any  treaty 
vbich  may  exiat  od  this  subject. 
I  am,  very  reBpectfiilly, 

W.  P.  FESSENBBN, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Seoretary  of  State. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Fessenden, 

Depaetsiemt  of  State, 

Washington,  September  30, 1864. 
8lB :  I  inctoee  for  yonr  perusal  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the  23d  inatant 
ftom  General  Hitchcock  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  vhicli  I  will  thask 
you  to  cause  to  be  returoed  to  this  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  6bedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 
Hon.  William  P.  Fbssehden, 

Secretary  of  ttc  Freoiury. 


No.  3. 
Major  Oeneral  SitcKcock  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

[Telegram,] 

Sahdubkt,  Ohio, 

S^tember  23,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  take  npon  myself  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  safety  of  our 
commerce  on  the  lakes,  and  the  security  of  the  cities  ^ong  the  lake 
ahores,  makes  it  of  the  highest  importance,  if  not  an  indispensable  ne- 
cessity, that  the  government  should  have  several  armed  vessels  folly 
manned  to  prevent  the  rebels,  who  find  security  in  Canada,  &om  seizing 
ateamers  engaged  in  commerce  and  converting  them  into  war  vessels, 
with  a  few  of  which  they  may,  if  not  prevented,  do  us  incalculable  mis- 
chief. Ex-Secretary  Thompson  is  employed  in  Canada  in  setting  on  foot 
expeditions  of  the  most  dangerous  character. 

The  recent  seizure  of  the  two  steamers  in  this  vicinity  has,  Indeed, 
terminated  disastrously  for  the  projectors  of  the  horrible  scheme ;  bat 
the  demonstration  actually  mode  is  a  sufficient  warning  to  induce  our 
government  to  take  immediate  measures  to  guard  against  a  repetition 
of  it.  It  will  be  but  an  act  of  self-defense,  and  from  the  disclosures 
made  by  Coole,  now  in  arrest  at  Johnson's  Island,  earnestly  recommend 
that  no  time  be  lost  in  patting  afloat  armed  vessels  upon  Lake  Ontario, 
and  Speedily  upon  the  upper  lakes  also.  I  suppose  we  are  engaged  in 
war  rendering  this  step  justifiable  under  the  treaty  of  eighteen  fifteen, 
(1^15,)  but  it  is  my  duty  to  speak  only  the  justifying  necessity  of  the 
case. 

C.  A.  HITCHCOCK, 

Major  Qenerai  Volunteerg. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Sta^tton, 

Secretary  of  War.  D,„.edb,CoOgle 
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Mr,  Fessenden  to  Mr.  ^ward. 

Teeasuby  Depabtment, 

September  30, 18C4. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date  transmitting  telegram  from  General  Hitchcock,  and  to  state 
that  this  department  has  this  day  chartered  the  steam  proiteller  Hector, 
{at  Oswego,  New  York,)  for   revenue  cutter   purposes.    This  vessel, 
together  with  the  "Winslow,  chartered  at  Buffalo  a  few  days  since,  will 
be  fitted  for  service  with  all  possible  dispatch. 
The  telegram  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  FESSENDEN, 

Secretary  of  the  Trea»urj/. 
Hon.  Wn.i.TAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  0/  State, 


Mr.  Thurston  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Bo.  67.]  United  States  Consulate  General, 

Mtmireal^  October  20,  1864. 
Sm:  Yesterday  afternoou,  .just'after  I  had  left  the  consulate,  about 
hah  past  6  o'clock,  the  evening  paper  was  shown  me,  and  my  notice 
directed  to  an  article  annouDcing  that  a  partj-  of  twenty  or  thirty  men 
had  attacked  St.  Albans,  Vermont;  had  robbed  the  banks  of  one  or  two 
hwdred  thousand  dollars ;  bad  also  stolen  snfiBcient  number  of  horses 
to  mount  them,  and  had  escaped  after  killing '  several  citizens  and 
Tonnding  others.  I  could  not  credit  the  rei>ort,  and  immediately  tele- 
graphed to  G,  Merrill,  esq.,  auperintendent  of  the  Vermont  Central 
raflroad,  who  retnmed  reply  herewith  inclosed.  Judge  Aldis,  of  the 
rapieme  court  of  Vermont,  the  gentleman  mentioned  in  the  telegram, 
arrived  here  at  11  o'clock  last  night.  Directly  he  arrived  we,  proceeded 
to  the  house  of  the  chief  of  i>oUce,  and  made  request  that  he  would  send 
a  body  of  his  police  force  to  the  frontiers,  and  arrest  all  suspicions  per- 
sons passing  into  Canada.  The  chief  declining  to  act  without  authority 
of  bis  superior,  Judge  Coursol,  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  this  city,  and 
wboee  jurisdiction  embraces  also  the  district  through  which  the  raiders 
must  pass  to  reach  Montreal,  invited  us  to  visit  the  jndge  with  him  to 
obtain  his  consent.  Accordingly  we  proceeded  to  the  residence  of 
Judge  Coursol,  called  him  firom  his  bed,  and  laid  the  object  of  our  visit 
before  him.  After  some  consultation,  Jndge  Coursol  decided  to  proceed 
to  St.  John's,  where  he  had  a  sergeant  of  special  frontier  police  and 
several  men,  taking  with  him  several  men  from  this  city  also,  and  to 
render  all  the  assistance  inhis  power  toarrest  the  raiders  if  tliey  attempted 
to  pass  into  Canada  on  the  cars,  either  at  St.  John's  or  beyond  it.  He 
directed  tlie  chief  of  policy  to  accompany  him,  and  assured  us  that  any- 
thing the  Canadian  authorities  could  do,  they  would,  and  most  cheerfully 
and  promptly  render  every  aid  possible  to  arrest  the  parties  concerned  in 
this  daring  attack,  to  rob  and  murder  the  peaceable  citizens  of  Vermont. 
Ihis  morning,  at  a  quarter  twfore  6,  they  took  the  cars  to  St.  John's. 
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'  Jadge  Conrsol  informed  me  that  he  had  a  force  of  thirty  special  police 
distributed  along  the  frontier,  on  the  thoroagh&res  and  other  places,  to 
arrest  deserters  flrom  the  regiments  stationed  at  Montreal  and  Quebec; 
that,  should  it  be  necessary,  he  would  call  in  all  his  force,  and  detail  as 
many  men  from  the  police  force  of  Montreal,  if  it  were  required.  While 
writing  this  diepatcfa,  a  telegram  waa  brought  me,  directed  to  Judge 
Conrsol,  announcing  that  six  of  the  robbers  of  the  banks  of  St.  Albans 
were  arrested  at  Staubridge;  and  a  few  minutes  after,  another  telegram 
from  Judge  Aldis,  who  returned  this  morning  with  the  ■  other  {tarties, 
stating  that  two  men  had  been  caught,  all  of  the  eight  having  large 
amounts  of  money  on  their  persons.  Among  the  number  arrested  was 
the  leader  of  this  raid.  The  details  of  this  outrage,  written  by  Judge 
Aldis,  who  was  in  St.  Albans  when  the  raiders  m^e  the  attack,  I  have 
the  honor  herewith  to  inclose,  together  with  the  telegram  received. 
The  promptness  with  which  Judge  Coursol  and  the  chief  of  the  police 
have  respouded  to  our  request  for  assistance ;  the  kindness  and  court«^ 
with  which  they  hare  received  us ;  and  the  efficient  services  rendered, 
shows  the  determination  of  the  Canadian  government  and  its  officials 
to  arrest  all  offenders  under  the  treaty  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  cordial  good  feeling  which  they  entertain  towards  our 
government.  I  beg  to  assure  the  department  that  everything  has  been, 
done  by  the  officers  of  this  consulate  to  render  all  possible  assistance  to 
the  citizens  of  Yermont. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  THTTR8TOK, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William.  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


DuriDg  the  past  two  or  three  days  a  number  of  persons,  in  all  about 
thirty,  came  to  St.  Albans  by  twos  and  threes,  in  the  different  trains,  and 
stopped  at  the  hotels.  They  were  dressed  like  ordinary  tiravelers,  and 
attracted  no  attention.  To-day,  (October  19,)  at  about  3  p.  m.,  and  at 
the  same  moment,  parties  of  five  each  entered  the  three  banks,  and 
armed  with  revolvers,  which  they  presented  at  the  heads  of  the  cashier 
or  teller  who  were  in,  threatened  to  shoot  them  if  they  resisted'or  made 
any  noise,  and  demanded  the  money.  Besistance  was  out  of  the  question, 
for  iu  one  bank  only  the  cashier  was  in,  in  another  one  teller,  and  in  the 
thinl  two  tellers  only.  They  robbed  the  banks  of  what  money  they 
could  dud — the  vaults  and  se^es  being  open — and  took  an  amount  in  all 
perhaps  $150,000  or  $200,000.  While  these  persona  were  robbing  the 
banks,  their  confederates  at  the  same  time  went  to  the  hotels  and  livery 
stables  and  seized  horses  in  order  therewith  to  escape  to  Canada.  The 
whole  matter  was  transacted  withia  less  than  hour.  Of  course,  in  seiz- 
ing the  horses  they  met  with  resistance,  for  this  had  to  be  done  openly, 
utd  they  fired  a  half  dozen  shots  each  at  Mr.  Fuller,  the  livery  man,  ana 
at  Mr.  Field,  the  keeper  of  the  American  hotel.  While  stealing  the 
horses  they  also  fired  at  Mr.  Morrison,  who  was  waking  along  peace- 
ably on  the  sidewalk  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  wounded 
him  in  the  groin,  it  is  teared  fatally.  They  also  shot  Mr.  Huntington, 
wounding  him  in  the  hip,  and  slightly  woun'ded  another.  As  soon  as 
they  had  got  together  horses  enough,  they  left  for  the  north,  taking  tiie 
road  by  way  of  Sheldon,  (where  it  is  supposed  they  intended  to  rob  the 
Misaisquoi  bank,)  and  thence  probably  by  Franklin  to  Pigeon  Hill,  or  to 
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F^di^tAnii^,  in  Canada.  They  all  came  from  Oanad%  bo  far  ae  their 
UTirals  cau  be  traced.  On  the  plank  road,  abont  a  mile  north  of  St. 
Albans,  they  shot  a  young  girl  by  the  roadside.  They  threatened  to 
bnm  the  depot  and  otiier  boUdings,  but  probably  felt  that  delays  vere 
dangerous. 

There  vaia  scarcely  a  gan  or  pistol  in  the  village;  bat  in  about  half 
SB  hoar  after  they  left,  twelve  or  fifteen  of  onr  citizens,  viho  succeeded 
in  getting  guns,  went  in  purBait  of  them.  When  about  half  way  to 
fflieldon,  they  were  heard  f^  as  being  within  about  a  mile  of  the  robbers. 
U  is  to  be  hoped  they  were  overtaken  there. 

Some  of  the  leaders  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  commit  no  greater 
DOtragee  than  robbing  the  banks j  others  seemed  to  be  de£^r^oes — 
wretches  ready  for  any  crime,  and  bent  on  wanton  murder. 

13)6  banks  nave  offered  a  reward  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 


fTamont  and  Boston  TelepiTAph  Compftnir — Ofloe  38  St.  FrangDig  Xa-rier  street.] 

'  Mohteeaj:,  October  19, 18G1. 

(By  telegraph  from  St.  Album,  Tennont.) 

Jndge  Aldis  left  here  on  express  train  to-night  fw  Montreal.  The 
laiders,  some  twenty  or  twenty-flve  men,  have  collected  here  within  a 
few  days.  Had  evidently  laid  their  plans;  simultaneously  entered  and 
robbed  the  three  banks  of  &om  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  thousand 
doUars:  seized  horses  and  saddles  enough  to  mount  the  party,  ahootiug 
aU  persons  who  resisted,  and  started  for  Sheldon,  probably  to  rob  the 
bttik  there,  aaid  then  escape  to  Canada.  They  were  porsued  by  a  party 
of  citizens,  on  horseback,  armed. 

G.  MEBBILL,  Bt^ermtendetO. 

D.  Thusston, 

UniteA  States  Viee-Conaul  Qeneral, 


[Trnmoiit  Hid  Boston  Telegraph  Company—Offloe  38  St.  FrangoU  Zaviei  street] 
MoiTFBXAi.,  October  20, 1861. 
(  By  t«UvEtapIi  from  St.  A11>aiia.) 
ToDatid  ThtjBSTom,  Vke-OonMl: 

We  have  arrested  two  of  the  robbers  on  this  side  of  the  line,  and  have 
them  in  jail,  with  considerable  money  on  their  persons.  Six  more  have 
been  takeoi  at  Stanbridge,  or  Freligbsburg,  among  them  their  leader, 
■nd  abont  tSOyOOO  of  the  money.  Tiie  whole  country  both  sides  of  the 
hue  is  alive  with  zeal  to  arrest  tbem.  Our  governor,  too,  much  pleased 
to  bear  the  Canadian  authorities  so  prompt 

A.  O.  AlDia 

No.  11. 
Cotonet  Vtm  Buren  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Heabqvaktebs  Befabtmekt  of  thb  East, 

jr«to  York  City,  October  26, 1864. 
Bm :  By  direction  of  Mtyor  General  Diz,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
la  you  Ae  aooompuiying  copies  of  rep<Ht  of  the  acting  aaeiataDt  provost 
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marshal  general  at  Brattleboro',  Vermont,  having  reference  to  the  St 
Albans  raid. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  .your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEES. 


[EstiBct  of  report  bom  M^or  Anstiiie  to  General  Dix.] 

Peotost  Marshal's  Office, 
BaUleboro'',  Vermont,  October  23, 1864. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  received  the  Inclosed  telegram  at  7 
p.  m.,  on  the  19th  instant.  At  once  I  collected  about  a  btmdi^d  cod- 
valeacents  and  thirty  of  the  Vermont  reserve  corps,  with  two  ofBcers 
from  the  general  hospital  here,  and  left  at  9  p.  m.,  (the  earliest  train  to 
be  had,)  arriving  at  St.  Albans  (the  place  of  residence  of  the  governor, 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles)  at  8  o'clock  the  next  morning.  I  fonnd  , 
that  about  i  p.  in.  the  previous  day  about  twenty-five  men  from  Canada, 
armed  with  two  revolvers  each,  had  suddenly  entered  the  three  banks 
of  the  town  and  robbed  them  of  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollara, 
mortally  wounding  one  citizen  and  seriously  wounding  another;  they 
then  seized  a  number  of  horses  and  made  their  escape,  the  whole  affair 
occupying  less  than  half  an  hour.  The  citizens  were  utterly  paralyzed 
by  -the  boldness  and  suddenness  of  the  attack.  Soon  after  an  ex-captam 
of  volunteers,  with  a  few  citizens,  started,  mounted,  in  pursuit.  The 
robbers,  in  their  retreat,  tried  to  enter  the  bank  at  Sheldon,  bnt  were 
nnsuccessfal.  In  botti  places  they  made  abortive  attempts  to  bum  the 
buildings.  They  were  pursued  into  G&nada.  After  reaching  the  fron- 
tier, supposing  themselves  safe,  they  became  less  vigilant,  and  up  to 
this  date  some  twelve  of  them  have  been  captured  and  lodged  in  Canada 
jaila  About  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  were  .recover^  No  officer 
or  soldier  of  our  government  violated  any  of  the  laws  existing  between 
the  two  countries.  The  telegram  to  -the  governor  from  your  headquar- 
ters, forwarded  by  a  messenger  &om  St.  Albans  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Burton,  (late  11th  Vermontj  acting  under  State  orders,)  was  received  by 
the  ex-captain  about  the  tune  he  had  completed  the  pursuit.  Finding 
that  they  were  all  in  Canada,  and  had  dispersed,  and  that  the  Canadian 
authorities  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  proceed 
with  the  men  to  the  line.  Learning  that  some  of  the  robbers  wore  pro- 
ceeding towards  St.  John's,  I  sent  M^or  Baxstow,  a  discreet  ex-officer 
of  the  8th  Vermont,  (acting  under  State  authority,)  there  to  conf^ 
with  the  mtyor  relative  to  their  arrest  The  authorities  over  the  line 
have  shown  every  disposition  to  capture  the  robbers,  and  at  all  the  inter- 
views with  our  officials  I  learn  that  they  have  been  very  cour  teous  and 
well  disposed. 

Certain  deserters  of  the  Vermont  regiments  are  supposed  to  be  among 
the  rebbers ;  in  fact,  one  was  recognized  by  a  soldier  on  fiirlough  la  the 
town. 

I  strongly  recommend  to  the  select  men  of  the  border  towns  to  at 
once  organize  all  the  able-bodied  men,  with  a  suiteble  chief,  for  local 
protection,  each  man  to  receive  a  musket  and  ammunition.  Many  towns 
have  adopted  the  plan,  and  the  governor  promisee  to  carry  out  the'i^com- 
mendation.  He  has  an  abundance  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  distri- 
bution. From  all  I  can  learn,  deserters  and  confederates  made  up  the 
party,  under  instructions  trom  active  rebel  agents  in  Canada,  and  I  shall 
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not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  other  oatrages  along  the  line  before  the  presi- 
dential election  comes  off.  The  decision  oi  the  Canadian  anthoritiea  in 
the  present  cases  wiU  be  of  great  importance  to  the  rebels  in  their  midst 
as  to  Aitnre  operations. 

The  governor  has  grave  apprehensions  as  to  the  fiiture  peace  of  the 
frontier,  considering  the  great  number  of  deserters  and  rebels  now  near 
the  line,  and  is  exceedingly  aimons  for  as  mnch  military  protection  as 
the  gorenuuent  can  afford  at  the  present  time. 

W.  AUaTDTE, 
Major  United  States  Army, 
Assistant  Adjutant  Provost  Marshal  General 

anA  Military  Commander. 

Headquastebs  Befabtment  of  the  East, 

Sm  York  City,  October  26, 1864. 
Official: 

D.  T.  TAS  BUBEN, 
*  Co\oTiel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  Qetieral. 

Respectfully  furnished  for  information  of  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Sewanl, 
Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  0. 

JOKN  A.  DIX, 
Major  General  Commanding. 


The  Governor  of  Yemont  to  Major  AusUne. 
[Telegram.] 
To  Mi^or  AUSTIMB,  BratUebonf: 

MoNTPELiBE,  Vbemont,  Ocb>ber  19, 1864. 
Send  Itere  all  your  available  force  armed  and  vith  ordnance  stores, 
by  special  train  at  once.    Order  the  express  train  to  let  tbem  thion^h. 
Rebels  have  inva^led  St.  Albans,  have  robbed  all  the  banks,  and  killed 
several  citizens.    Don't  delay. 

J.  G.  SMITH, 
Qovemor  of  Verntont. 


Official: 


D.  T.  VAN  BUEBN, 
CoUmel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Mr.  Se«jard  to  Mr,  Adams. 


Ko.  1164.J  Oepabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  November  29, 1864. 
Sm :  The  inclosed  copy  of  a  oommnnication  of  the  26th  instant,  from 
the  War  Department,  is  transmitted  to  yon  with  a  view  to  a  proper  rep- 
neentatum  being  addressed  by  you  to*  Earl  Bnssell  in  regard  to  the  sub- 
ject to  which  it  diiefly  relates,  namely,  the  existence  and  movements  of 
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ui  oigaoised  body  of  enemies  of  the  United  States  at  Waxyabaig,  in 
Prince  Edwwd's  Gonnty,  Canada. 

I  am,  dr,  yoar  obedimt  serrant, 

WILLEAM  H.  8BWABD. 
Chabi^s  FbaitOis  Adams,  Esq.,  (60.,  t&s.,  dc 

[For  indoanres  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  Na  840, 
December  22, 1864,  post] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyoia. 

Depabtscekt  of  State, 

WaahwigUm,  November  29, 18W. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  commnnication  of  the  25th  instant,  from  the  War  Department, 
giving  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  22d  instaqt  from  M^or  General  Dix,  in 
regard  to  the  existence  of  a  military  organization  of  inanrgent  fligitiveB 
from  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  nq-  lord,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  i£c,  &c.,  «£o. 

[For  inclosnres  see  dim>atoh  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  Ko.  840, 
December  22,  l%6^,po»t.\ 


Lord  Lyont  to  Mr.  Seuxfrd, 

Washihgton,  December  5, 1864. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  note  to  yon  of  the  23d  ultimo,  relative  to 
the  alleged  schemes  of  so-called  confederate  agents  in  Canada  against 
the  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
di^>atch  from  the  governor  j;eneral  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  homble  servant, 

For  LORD  LYONS, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLET. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd,  die.,  £0.,  £c. 


VUcotmt  Mojick  to  Lord  Lyons. 

QcEBBO,  NovenAer  30, 1864. 
MtLobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  thereceiptof  yonr  excel- 
lency's dispatch  of  Kovember  23,  and  its  inclosnres,  relative  to  the  alleged 
schemes  of  so-caUed  confederates  in  Canada  against  the  United  States, 
and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  the  matter  shall  receivB 
the  earnest  attention  of  the  government  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &C., 

MONOK. 
Lobo  Lyons,  d^.,  die.,  de.  ,-.  , 

DiclzedbyCjOOgle 


BEBEL  OPEUTIONS  FBOH  CANADA.       >  49 

Mr.  S^card  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  1183.]  Department  of  State, 

Waahingtmij  December  6, 1864. 
SiB:  Yon  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  intercepted  correspondence, 
ThJch  will  be  fonnd  to  support  the  protests  you  have  been  instructed  to 
offer  to  her  Mi^esty's  government  against  the  use  of  the  British  provinces 
on  ODT  border  as  a  base  for  aggression,  robbery,  and  murder. 

The  origintU  papers  are  in  my  Lands.  We  know  that  they  are  genn- 
ine.  You  will  use  them  as  shall  seem  expedient.  They  are  preceiled  by 
extracts  from  a  report  of  M^or  General  Augur,  by  whom  the  bearer  of 
the  illicit  correspondeoee  was  anested.  That  report  describes  the  in- 
tercepted coirespondeQce. 

I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Ceablbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c.,  <£c.,  £c. 
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22d  Ajbmt  Cobps, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Ifovember  12, 1864. 

In  conjunction  with  Colonel  Wells  I  have  examined  the  papers  found 
npoD  his  person,  and  herewith  transmit  them  for  the  cousideratiou  of 
the  War  Department.  They  are  as  follows,  viz:  Two  envelopes 
aad  inclosares.  The  first  of  these  envelopes  has  no  address  writ- 
ten upon  It,  but  bears  upon  its  reverse  a  seal  in  red  wax,  impressed 
apparently  by  an  ordinary- signet-ring.  Though  the  wax  has  been  some- 
what broken,  the  letters  C.  C.  C,  jr.,  or  the  main  portions  thereof,  can  be 
made  out.  This  envelope  contains  two  inclosures.  The  first  is  a  letter 
npon  a  single  sheet  of  white  note-paper,  of  a  very  thin  description,  like 
tte  envelope  which  contains  it.  This  letter  is  dated  St.  Catharine's, 
Canada  West,  and  is  addressed  to  "  My  Dear  Ginnie."  It  is  also  marked 
K&  20  at  it«  head,  but  has  no  signature.  At  the  bottom  of  the  fourth 
page  is  a  sort  of  postscript,  marked  H.  L.  C,  and  urging  that  sei  imme- 
diate answer  shonld  be  sent.  There  is  also  posted  at  the  head  of  the 
note  a  "Peraonal,"  cat  from  some  newspaper,  addressed  to  "Mrs.  Caro- 
line V.  Tracy,"  and  signed  "  T.  E.  Lacy." 

The  second,inclosure  in  this  envelope  is  a  letter  written  npon  one  and  a 
half  sheet  of  tliin  blue  letter-paper,  also  dated  at "  St.  Catharine's,  Canada 
West,  November  1,"  addressed  to  the  "  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  secretary 
of  Btate,  Bichmond,  Ta."  It  relates  to  the  recent  attack  upon  St.  Albans, 
Vermont;  and  also  to  one  Captain  Cole,  a  rebel  ofilcer,  captured  on  the 
United  States  steamer  Michigan,  and  appeals  to  the  confederate  gov- 
enunent  to  recognize  and  acknowledge  the  acts  of  these  parties.  This 
first  envelope  and  its  two  inclosures  I  have  marked  letter  A.  The  second 
eovelc^>e  is  also  of  thin  white  paper,  but  bears  neither  seal  nor  address. 
It  eontnins  three  inclosures;  first  a  thin  piece  of  blank  blue  paper  cover- 
ing two  letters.  The  first  of  these  letters  Is  dated  "October  31, 1864," 
without  the  name  of  the  place  at  which  it  was  written.  It  is  addressed 
atthetop,  "My  Own  Dearest,"  and  is  signed,  "Yonr  devoted  husband," 
tmt  without  the  name  of  the  writer. 

Hue  letter,  as  well  as  its  companion  in  the  same  envelope,  is  written 
npwi  thin  blue  letter-paper,  precisely  like  that  contained  in  the  enve^gw  I .  - 
4  A  o— TOI-  n  '^ 
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marked  A.  The  oth&e  letter  in  this  second  envelope  bears  neither  date 
nor  address  at  the  top,  but  ia  headed,  "Extract  from  the  propositioa ot 

,  sent  forward."    It  relates  to  the  proposition  of  a  party  in  the 

United  States  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  rebel  army,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  at  places  within  General  Butler's  department  The 
second  envelope  and  its  inclosnres  I  have  marked  B. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnllv,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
0.  C.  AUGDB, 
Major  Oeneral  Commandijig. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretory  of  War. 

[Copied  from  s,  pressed  copy  tliat  is  in  maaj  pUoefl  illegible.] 
A. 
(186t— No.  20.] 
St.  Catharine's,  C.  W.,  TuesAay,  November  1. 

IPriDtod  advertisement  puted  oQ.] 
Urs.  Cauoume  v.  Tiucy,  care  at  M^nr  Cowui,  Macon,  Oa. :  Don't  mU  or 
Join  me  aniens  Lowfun  BAja  I  moet  stay.    1  hope  to  relnm  in  Kovember.  I  have 
written  weekly.    None  ftnni  yon  since  Jnne  30.    Have  seen  Jennie. 

T.  E.  LACY. 
.     (Btebmond  Knqnlret  and  Hseon  Telegraph  pleMe  copy.) 

Mt  Dear  Gdsnie  :  I  am  disappointed,  mortified,  and  dUtressed,  and 
almost  dead  this  morning  at  receiving  not  one  line  from  you  or  any  kin 
in  Dixie.  It  is  8  o'clock  a.  m.  I  arose  an  hour  ago,  dressed,  and  went 
to  the  post  ofBce  for  letters,  as  oar  mail  &om  Halifax  was  due.  I  returned 
with  three  for  Bev.  Tucker,  from  his  wife,  of  13th,  20th,  and  30th  ult, 
one  from  liis  daughter,  and  two  from  friends — six  letters  from  home ;  and 
thus  it  has  been  ever  since  I  reached  here.  He  gets  his  regular  mail, 
with  three  or  more  lett«r8  from  his  wife  and  as  many  firom  others.  Fve 
received  one  letter  from  Lawson  and  two  from  you  since  I  reached 
Canada,  the  last  dated  30th  June.  These  are  all  I  have  got  since  in 
Canada ;  and  six  letters  from  you  since  leaving  you  six  months  ago  lae 
all  ever  received.  Now,  am  I  not  encouraged  to  write  and  to  write  often 
by  tender  appeals  or  monitions  for  intelligence  of  me  !  Am  I  not  repaid 
for  writing  regularly  eveiy  week  or  ten  days  to  you,  determined  to  take 
every  cliance  of  communicating  with  you  T  The  only  thing  I  have 
heard  firom  you,  save  through  others,  since  yours  of  30th  June,  which 
reached  me  15th  September,  was  your  personal  of  20th  September,  which 
reached  me  at  Quebec,  where  I  bad  gone  on  busioess  on  13th  December. 
1  immediately  inclosed  to  Jennie  my  answer  to  it  and  #10  to  pay  for 
yours  and  mine.  It  wilt  not,  however,  appear  in  the  l^ews  till  29th 
October.  I  know  not  what  was  then  addressed  to  Caroline  Ti-acy.  I 
inclose  it;  but  you  will  get  it  and  understand.  I  have  also  since  sent 
a  personal  to  Colonel  H.  L.  Clay,  which  I  hope  he  and  you  will  see,  in- 
quiring, "  Can  I  return  at  once  t  If  not,  let  my  wife  come  to  me  by 
flag-of-truce  boat,  via  Washington  City,  if-  she  can ;  but  not  otberwiae." 
I  was  surprised  and  distressed  by  your  personal.  As  I  told  you,  the 
president  did  not  exi>ect  me  to  stay  longer  than  the  early  part  of  this 
month,  and  you  knew  it  would  require  quite  a  month,  under  favorable 
circumstances,  to  get  to  me.  I  could  not  understand  why  you  should 
come  to  me  to  go  back  immediately.  I  inferred  either  that  you  had 
learned  I  was  to  stay  all  winter,  or  that  you  did  not  he^  from  me,  or 
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that  some  fresh  afBJctioa  had  come  apon  yoo.  that  made  yon  feel  like 
t^g  to  me  tor  comfort.  Oh,  what  anxiety  and  suspeitBe  I  have  endiired! 
Money  cannot  -conpensate  for  it  K  I  could  only  have  had  a  pergonal 
every  two  weeks  of  aboot  two  words  only — all  well — I  should  have  been 
qnite  cheerful.  As  it  is,  in  ntter  ignoramee  of  the  condition  of  her  I  love 
beet,  whether  living  or  dead,  sick  or  well,  in  comfort  or  in  want,  con- 
tented ormiserable,  I  cannot  but  feel  disquieted  and  anxious,  and  rather 
nnhftppy.  God  grant  yon  and  all  my  dear  kin  life,  health,  comfort,  and 
content,  nhtil  we  meet  again  on  earth,  is  my  daily  and  nightly  prayer. 

I  sent  yon  immediately  after  getting  your  letter  bvBev.  Tockerall  the 
articles  yon  wrote  for,  and  several  more  for  yourself,  dear  Lestia,  and 
MatL  They  reached  Halifax,  were  sent  by  the  Ellen,  which  got  into 
the  port  of  Wibnington,  and  I  therefore  trust  have  been  long  since 
deUveied  to  you  by  the  express  company,  by  whom  they  were  to  be 
carried  thence.  I  aUo  sent  a  magnificent  fan,  a  present  from  George 
S.  Sanders,  and  two  very  superior  pairs  of  winter  shoes,  some  six  or 
eight  weeks  since.  I  again  sent  yon,  abont  two  weeks  ago,  a  package 
of  flannel,  Balmoral,  dresses,  stockings,  gloves,  collars,  cuffs,  &c.,  among 
them  the  best  black  silk  I  could  find  here.  Accompanying  each  I  have 
written  to  you  at  length.  The  last  was  the  most  valuable  of  the  pack- 
ages sent.  I  hope  you  have  got  them  all  and  enjoy  them  very  much. 
Some  of  these  last  articles  were  for  dear  Lestia,  as  you  will  see,  if  they 
ever  reach  yon.  I  shall  send  this  by  an  underground  railroad,  addressed 
to  Lawson,  who  will  open,  read,  and  forward  to  yon  forthwith.  I  hope, 
too,  if  in  Georgia,  he  mil  tel^rapk  you,  on  receipt  of  letter,  that  he  haa  it, 
ilut  they  are  u:ell,  and  that  he  haa  forwarded  it  by  express  ;■  for  I  mistrust 
the  matte.  My  health  continues  very  good,  notwithstanding  my  anxiety 
and  distress,  and  I  certainly  look  better  thanfor  many  years.    I  intend, 

if  am  not  instructed  to  remain,  to  leave  here  for  Halifax  by  the 

mstant  at  farthest,  and  to  try  my  best  to  get  to  you  as  soon  as  iwssible. 
But  WUmington  is  so  closely  blockaded  now  tlia  it  is  very  hard  to  get 
in,  and  I  may  be  captured  in  trying  to  do  soj  and  if  Fisher  and  Caswell 
are  taken,  or  the  enemy  get  over  the  bar  with  war  vessels,  I  may  have 

to  go  to  Galveston,  Texas,  or  even  to ,  and  a^^ross  the  Eio  Grande, 

which  may  require  some  months  ere  you  can  hear  from  me.  I  think  I 
Bhall  try  "Wilmington,  if  any  blockade  runner  ventures  in  after  I  get  to 
Halifax.  If  it  is  desired  that  I  stay  here  through  the  winter,  yon  must 
tiy  and  get  a  safe  conduct  and  come  to  me  by  Hag  of  truce  through  the 
United  States.  I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of  Uving  till  spring  without 
yon.  I  trust  I  shall  get  an  answer  to  my  personal  to  Lawson  from  him 
saying,  "  You  can  return,"  ov  "  Ton  must  stay,"  so  as-to  settle  my  purpose. 
Jake  says  he  will  stay  till  March ;  but  I  won't,  unless  desired  by  the 
President.  Something  may  turn  up  to  change  my  views.  I  trust  Law- 
sou  will  receive  this  by  the  bearer,  sealing  it  as  this  is,  so  as  to  show  if 
it  has  been  tamjwred  with.  I  write  on  this  thin  paper,  and  put  in  as  thin 
an  envelope,  and  seal]  with  a  friend's  seal,  (C.  0.  G.,  Jr.)  Let  Lawson 
ray  what  seal  he  puts  on  the  answer,  and  urge  the  secretary  to  give  the 
bearer  their  answers  as  soon  as  possible.  L.'s  answer  need  not  be  signed 
by  him,  and  may  be  addressed  to  Begins  Odes,  St.  Catharine's,  C.  W. 
Sow,  I  am  enre  you  have  written  to  me  at  least  twice  a  montli.  Try 
DOW  personals  and  letters  one  page  long,  by  flag  of  truce,  to  Mrs.  B.  E. 
Core,  (wife  of  our  friend,)  Fonghkeepsie,  Kew  York,  and  sign  your  name 
distinetiy,  Caroline  V.  Tracy,  so  that  Mrs.  Coxe  may  know  who  you  are. 
With  love  to  you  and  my  kin  and  serv'ants,  (f )  and  invoking  God's  blca*" 
in|  on  yon  all,  lam,  as  ever,  youi'S,  with  more  love  and  reverence  t'**" 

izcdbvGoOgIc 
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should  be  given  to  any  earthly  creature.    Farewell — I  hope  not  a  lonf 
farewell — my  precioaa,  darling  Ginnle. 

H.  L.  C. : 

Hand  thewithin  as  directed  immediately,  and  send  answer  of  secretary 
TritliiD  twenty-fonr  hours  from  delivery. 


St.  Cathabime's,  C.  W.,  Jfov&mber  1, 1864, 
Sir;  Tou  have  doubtless  learned  through  the  press  of  the  United 
States  of  the  raid  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  by  about  twenty-fire  confed- 
erate soldiers,  nearly  all  of  them  escaped  prisoner^  led  by  lieutenant 
Bennett  H.  Young ;  of  their  attempt  and  failure  to  bum  the  town,  and 
of  the  robbery  of  three  banks  there  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  about 
$180,000 ;  of  their  arrest  in  Canada  by  United  States  forces,  their  com- 
mitment, and  the  peadiug  preliminary  trial.  There  are  twelve  or  four- 
teen of  the  twenty-flve  who  have  been  arrested,  and  who  are  now  in 
■  prison  at  Montreal,  where  the  trial  for  commitment  for  extradition  a 
now  progressing,  a  letter  from  Hon.  5.  J.  M.  Abbott,  the  leading  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoners,  dated  Montreal,  28th  October,  says  to  me :  "  We" 
(prisoners'  counsel)  "  all  think  it  quite  clear  that  tlie  facts  will  not  justr 
ify  a  commitment  for  extradition  under  the  law  as  it  stands;  and  we  con- 
ceive the  strength  of  our  position  to  consist  in  the  documents  we  hold 
establishing  the  authority  of  the  raiders  &om  the  Confederate  Statcis 
government.  Jiat  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  authority  might  be  made 
more  explicit  than  it  is,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  particuiar  acts  com- 
plained of;  and  I  presume  the  confederate  government  will  consider  it 
to  be  their  duty  to  recognize  offlciaUy  the  acts  of  Lieutenant  Young  imd 
his  party,  and  will  And  means  to  convey  such  recognition  to  the  prison- 
ers here  in  such  a  form  as  can  be  proven  before  our  courts.  If  this  were 
accompanied  or  followed  by  a  demand  upon  our  government  that  the 
prisoners  be  set  at  liberty,  I  think  a  good  efTiMit  would  be  produced, 
although,  probably,  the  application  would  not  be  received  by  the  author 
ities.  There  will  be  at  least  a  fortnight's  time,  and  probably  more, 
expended  in  the  examination  of  witnesses,  so  that  there  will  be  plenty 
of  time  for  anything  that  may  be  thought  advisable  to  be  done  in  beha^ . 
of  the  prisoners."  I  met  Mr.  Yoimg  at  Halifax,  on  my  way  here,  in  May 
last.  He  showed  me  letters  from  men  whom  I  knew  by  reputation  to  be 
true  friends  of  State  rights,  and  therefore  of  southern  independence, 
vouching  for  his  integrity  as  a  man,  his  piety  as  a  Christian,  and  hisloy- 
alt>-  as  a  soldier  of  tlie  South.  After  satisfying  me  that  his  heart  was 
with  us  in  our  struggle,  and  that  he  had  suffered  imprisonment  for  many 
months  as  a  soldier  of  the  Confederate  States,  from  which  he  had  escaped, 
he  developed  his  plans  for  retaliating  some  of  the  injuries  and  ontrages 
indicted  upon  the  South.  I  thought  them  feasible  and  fuUy  warranted 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore  recommended  him  and  bis  plans  to 
the  secretary  of  war.  He  was  sent  back  by  the  secretary  of  war  with  a 
commission  as  second  lieutenant,  to  execute  his  plans  and  purposes,  but 

report  to  Hon.  and  myself.    We  jirevented  his  achieving  or 

attempting  what  I  am  snre  he  could  have  done  for  us,  and  which  may  be 
fully  explaine4  hereafter.  Finally,  disappointed  in  his  original  purpose, 
and  in  all  the  subsequent  enterprises  projected,  he  purposed  to  retnm  to 
t^  Confederate  States,  ria  Halifax,  but  passing  xhrough  the  New  Eng- 
Is^HStates  and  burning  some  towns  and  robbing  them  of  whatever  be 
coutlvQ«nyeft  tatheme^the  confederate  government. 
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TtoB  I  approved  as  jnstiflnble  retaliation.  He  attempted  to  bom  the 
town  of  St  Albans,  Vennont,  and  would  have  succeeded  but  for'the  fail- 
ure of  the  chemical  preparations  with  which  he  waa  armed.  Believing 
Ike  town  was  alr^dy  fired  in  several  places,  and  must  be  destroyed,  he 
tfaen  robbed  the  banks  of  all  the  Hinds  he  could  find,  amounting  to  more 
dian  $200,000.  That  he  was  not  prompted  by  selfish  or  mercenaiy 
motives,  and  that  he  did  not  intend  to  convert  the  fands  taken  to  his 
own  nse,  bnt  to  that  of  the  Confederate  States,  I  am  as  well  satisfied  as 
Ism  that  be  is  an  bonef«t  man,  a  true  soldier,  and  patriot;  and  no  one 
who  knows  him  will  question  his  title  to  this  character.  He  assured  me, 
before  going  on  the  raid,  that  his  efforts  would  be  to  destroy  towns  and 
&rm-honse8,  not  to  plunder  or  rob ;  but,  he  said,  if,  after  firing  a  town, 
be  saw  he  could  take  funds  from  a  bank,  or  anything  which  might  indict 

Sjury  on  the  enemy  and  benefit  his  own  government,  he  woidd  do  so. 
e  added,  most  emphatically,  that  whatever  he  took  should  be  tumetl 
over  to  the  government  or  its  representatives  in  foreign  lands.  My 
inatmctiona  to  him,  oft-repeated,  were,  "  to  destroy  whatever  was  valu- 
»Me— not  to  stop  to  rob ;  bnt  if,  after  firing  a  town,  he  could  seize  and 
carry  off  money  or  treasnij'  or  bank  notes,  he  had  a  right  to  do  no,  upon 
condition  that  they  were  deUvered  to  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Con- 
federate States."  That  they  were  not  delivered  according  to  his  promise 
ud  intention  was  owing,  I  am  snre,  to  the  failure  of  his  chemical  com- 
ponnd  to  fire  the  town,  and  to  the  capture  of  himself  and  men  on  Cana- 
dian soil,  where  being  surprised  and  overpowered  by  superior  numbers 
fiom  the  United  States.  On  showing  me  his  commission  and  his  instruc- 
tions from  Mr,  8eddon,whichwereof  course  vague  and  indefinite,  he  said 
he  was  authorized  to  do  all  the  damage  he  could  to  the  enemy  in  the  way 
of  retaUatiou.  H  this  be  true,  it  seems  to  me  the  Confederate  States  gov- 
ernment should  not  hesitate  to  avow  liis  act  was  ftilly  authorized  aa  war- 
rantable retaliation.  If  the  govemmentdo  not  assume  the  responsibility 
of  this  raid,  I  thiiik  Lieutenant  Young  and  his  men  will  be  given  up  to 
the  United  States  authorities.  If  so,  I  fear  the  exasperated  and  alarmed 
people  of  Vennont  will  eicite  cruel  and  summary  vengeance  upon  them 
before  rtiey  reach  the  prison  of  St.  Albans. 

The  sympathies  of  nine-tenths  of  the  Canadians  are  with  Young  and 
his  men — a  majority  of  all  the  newspapers  justify  or  excuse  his  act  aa 
merely  retaliation — and  they  desire  only  the  authority  of  the  Confede- 
rate States  government  for  it  to  resist  their  extradition.  The  refusal  of 
extradition  is  fully  warranted  by  the  like  course  of  the  United  States 
in  many  cases  cited  lately  in  the  Canadian  papera,  which  I  cannot  now 
repeat,  hot  which  you  can  readily  find.  The  reftisal  of  extradition  would 
be  of  a  »alntary  pohtical  influence,  it  is  thought,  both  in  the  British  pro- 
vinces and  in  England.  I  cannot  now  explain  why.  I  trust,  therefore, 
for  the  sake  not  only  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  attempted  this  daring 
exjdoit,  which  has  caused  a  panic  throughout  the  United  States  border- 
ing on  Canada,  and  the  organization  of  forces  to  resist,  as  well  as  the 
ubttraryand  tyrannous  orderofGeneralDix  touching  the  coming  presi- 
dential election,  but  for  the  sake  of  onr  cause  and  countr^■,  that  the 
President  wUI  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  act  of  Lienttnant  Ben- 
nett H.  Young,  and  that  you  will  signify  it  in  such  form  aa  will  entitle 
it  to  admission  as  evidence  in  the  pending  trial. 

I  send  the  special  messenger  who  bears  this  that  your  answer  may  be 
brought  back  by  him  within  t«n  days,  or  by  the  11th  instant  The  final 
judgment  can  and  will  be  postponed  for  the  action  of  the  Confederate 
States  goverDment  as  long  as  poasible— certainly  for  ten  days. 

I  av^  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  case  of 
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Captain  Charles  H.  Cole,  another  eacaped  prisoner  of  Genera!  Forrest'B 
cominaDd,  who  was  taken  about  six  weeks  since  in  the  Michigan,  (the 
federal  war  steamer  on  Lake  Erie,)  and  is  charged  w^th  an  attempt  at 
piracy,  (for  attempting  to  capture  the  vessel,)  with  being  a  spy,  &c. 
Tlie  fact  is,  that  he  projected  and  came  very  near  execating  a  plan  for 
the  capture  of  that  vessel  and  the  rescae  of  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's 
Island.  He  foiled  only  because  of  the  return  of  the  captain  {Carter)  of 
the  Michigan  a  day  sooner  than  expected,  and  the  betrayal  (in  conse- 
quence of  C.'s  return)  of  the  entire  plot.  The  only  plausible  ground  for 
charging  him  with  being  a  spy  is  that  he  was  in  Sandusky,  on  Johnson'B 
Island,  and  on  the  Michigan  n^uently,  without  having  on  his  person 
the  confederate  nniform,  but  wearing  the  dress  of  a  private  citizen.  Mr. 

and  I  have  addressed  a  letter  to  the  commandant  at  Johnson's 

Island,  protesting  against  his  bein^  treated  as  a  spy,  for  the  following 
reasons:  "  That  he  was  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as  a  pris- 
oaer  against  Lis  consent;  that  he  escaped  by  changing  his  garb ;  tiiat 
he  had  no  confederate  uniform  when  be  viaited  Sandusky,  Johnson's 
Island,  and  the  Michigan ;  that  he  did  not  visit  them  aa  an  endssary  from 
the  Confederate  States;  that,  whatever  he  conceived,  he  had  not  exe- 
cuted anything ;  that  he  had  conveyed  no  information  to  his  gorem- 
ment,  and  did  not  contemplate  conveying  any  information  to  the  gov- 
ernment." His  trial  has  been  postponed.  I  know  not  why,  or  for  what 
time.  His  exchange  should  be  proposed,  and  notice  given  that  any  pnn- 
isliment  inflicted  on  him  will  be  retaliated  upon  an  officer  of  equal  rank. 
He  is  a  very  brave  and  daring  seedier,  and  patriotic,  and  deserves  the 
protection  of  his  government. 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  14th  June,  to  the  President  25th  June,  and  to 
you  on  11th  August  and  12th  September  last.    I  tmst  you  received 

those  letters.    Mr. (who  I  se^  has  gotten  into  the  Confederate 

States)  has  doubtless  explained  things  here.  I  have  never  received  a 
line  from  you  or  any  person  excejiting  my  brother  at  Iticbmond.  I  have 
not  changed  the  views  expressed  in  my  former  communications.  All  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  northern  i>eople,  especially  in  the  northwest,  want 
to  resist  the  despotism  at  Washington  is  a  leader.  They  are  ripe  for 
resistance,  and  it  may  come  soon  after  the  presidential  election.  At  all 
events  it  must  come,  if  our  armies  ^re  not  overcome  and  destroyed  or 
disiHirsed.  ITo  people  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  can  long  endure  the 
usurpations  and  tyrannies  of  Lincoln.  Democrats  are  more  hated  by 
modem  republicans  than  southern  rebels,  and  will  be  as  much  oatraged 
and  persecuted  if  Lincoln  is  re-elected.  They  must  yield  to  a  cruel  and 
disgraceful  despotism,or  fight.    They  feel  it  and  know  it. 

I  do  not  see  that  I  can  achieve  anything  by  remaining  longer  in  this 
province;  and,  unless  instructed  to  stay,  shaU  leave  here  by  the  20th 
instant  for  Halifax,  aud  take  my  chances  for  r,uaning  the  blockade.  If 
I  am  to  stay  till  spring,  I  wish  my  wife  to  join  me,  under  flag  of  truce, 
if  possible.  I  am  aft-aid  to  risk  a  winter's  residence  in  this  latitude  and 
climate. 

I  need  not  sign  this :  the  bearer  aud  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed 
can  identify  me ;  but  I  see  no  reason  why  your  response  should  not  be 
signed  and  sealed,  so  as  to  make  it  serviceable  as  suggested  in  respect 
to  the  St.  Albans  raid.  A  statement  of  prisoners'  counsel  has  been  sent 
by  way  of  Halifax  and  Wilmington,  but  it  may  never  reach  you,  or  not 
in  time  for  the  deliverance  of  the  prisoners.  T\nB  is  my  chief  reason  for 
sending  this  by  one  I  think  I  can  trust. 

Please  reply  promptly,  and  start  the  messenger  back  as  soon  as  pos^- 


z^dbCJOOgle 
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ble.    He  will  exptalo  the  character  of  hia  miBsion.    Send  nnder  a  seal 
tiiat  canuot  be  broken  ^thont  being  discovered. 
I  am,  TeapeetAilly,  yonr  obedient  Bervant. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  State,  Richmond,  Va. 

N.  B. — See  tlie  secretary  of  war  (Mr.  Seddon)  touching  Young's  case. 


B. 

October  31,  1864. 

My  Own  Beabest  :  The  party  taking  this  leaves  here  to-night.  If 
he  reaches  yon  safely  he  will  deliver  most  important  communications 
from  Mr.  C.  and  myself.  I  must  ask  you  and  May  to  copy  mine  in  large 
handwritiag,  that  it  may  be  easily  and  intelligently  read.  E.  will  show 
it  yon.  If  either  or  both  the  plans  are  acceded  to,  I  must  remain  here 
daring  the  winter,  and,  therefore,  I  must  beg  you  and  A.  to  join  me  if 
jon  can  come  through  the  North;  if  not,  do  not  attempt  the  blo^cade;  it  is 
too  perilous,  and  I  &ould  be  wretched  to  think  you  were  coming  that 
way.  If  these  plans,  which  I  have  labored  to  perfect  as  I  never  labored 
before  in  all  my  life,  are  not  adopted,  then  I  can  see  no  further  object  in 
my  remaining  here,  and  yoU  need  not  join  me,  but  I  will  you  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  do  not,  however,  anticipate  a  refusal  by  the  department  to 
acquiesce,  for  all  our  Mends  here  whom  I  have  consulted  consider  the 
[Jmi  most  eligible  and  fortunate  for  the  government.  Indeed,  this  will 
be  in  a  short  time  at  least  the  only  course  we  have  left  0[>en.  If  aU  is 
well,  therefore,  I  shall  expect  you  to  leave  as  soon  as  yon  conveniently 
can  after  yon  have  been  informed  of  the  favorable  entertainment  of  the 
enterprise. 

1  received  all  yonr  letters  written  at  Afton,  in  September,  down  to 
your  letter'  of  the  30th  September,  the  day  you  returned  to  Bichmoad, 
tki*  momtjtg,  and  what  a  glorious,  comforting  treat  they  were  to  me! 

Dell  Mr. his  usual  scratch  note,  which  I  managed  better  to  read  than 

usual;  and  that  I  will  send  his  letter  .to  Miss  K.  promptly.  Tell  him 
she  paid  me  a  visit,  taking  lunch  with  me,  and  leaving  me  a  shawl  for 
him,  which  I  will  send  or  bring  him  when  I  can.  She  seems  to  be  very 
devoted  to  him.  I  sent  him  a  letter  from  her  via  Halifax,  or  Wasbing- 
ton. 

How  thankful  I  am,  my  own  love,  that  our  kind  Father  in  heaven  has 
preserved  oar  dear  boys  through  so  many  changes,  and  you,  my  own 
loecions  darling,  and  little  A.,  and  dear  E.,  in  health  and  Christian 
patience  through  so  many  trials  and  privations.  01  may  He  give  me  a 
grateful  and  hnmble  heart  for  all  his  wonderful  mercies  towards  me — nn- 
vorthy,  sinful  creature  that  I  am. 

Mag's  letter,  by  dag  of  truce,  of  17th  of  October,  is  the  latest  intelli- 
gence from  you.  I  shall  send  a  personal  directed  to  little  A.  to-morrow, 
which  you  may  get  before  this.  Do  stir  B.  to  attend  to  my  business 
promptly  and  energetically,  and  with  life  and  spirit.  I  would  do  as  much, 
uid  a  thousand  times  more,  for  him  were  it  in  my  power.  I  sympathize 
truly  with  J.  W.  Tower  and  his  family.  Give  him  my  love.  How  blessed 
u«  we  in  the  dispositions  and  habits  of  oiu*  boys.  I  hope  you  have 
received  before  this  the  shirts,  hats,  cloth,  the  shoes  sent  you,  all  from 
Toronto;  the  cavalry  boots  and  uniform  for  Jim.  and  fifty  dollars  in 
American  gold,  sent  you  by  the  Hon.  J.  P.  K,,  who  1  see  got  safely  in, 
altihoagh  the  steamer  was  l(^t,  and  Mrs.  Grenhowe  and  other,liv68.     ■ 
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I  have  tried  to  commimicate  with  my  dear  sister  and  send  her  a  littie 
gold,  but  have  heea  wholly  unsuccessful  in  both.  May  the  Father  to 
whom  she  is  so  faithful  have  her  and  her  dear  onea,  to  the  third  genera- 
tioQ,  in  his  boly  keepijQg.  I  am  grieved  to  hear  our  noble,  brave  boy  is 
so  destitute  of  clotlies,  but  hoi>e  ere  tbis  his  wants  have  been  supplied. 
I  am  surprised  that  the  president  has  not  even  rephed  to  your  applica- 
tion for  a  cadetsbip  for  him.  Don't  give  it  up.  General  Oustis  Lee 
might  help  you. 

My  thumb  is  entirely  well,  bnt  I  have  given  it,  of  necessity,  a  great 
tax  this  morning,  having  been  writing  for  five  or  six  hours  witdiont  rest- 
ing. I  shall  await  anxiously  rephes  to  these,  particularly  as  leunira 
wilJi  my  darling  depends  upon  IL    May  God  bless  you. 

YOOTS,  &c. 


[Extract  ftom  the  praposition  of .    (Sent  forward.)] 

He  promised,  by  showing  me  to  my  entire  satisfaction  that  the  pat- 
ties  whom  he  represents,  and  is  connected  with,  are  powerful  and  inflo- 
ential  with  the  government  of  the  United  States.  He  says,  through  the 
induence  of  the  parties  referred  to,  I  have  arranged  to  get  at  least  one- 
half  supplies,  (meat,)  the  other  half  greenbacks,  for  all  the  cotton  your 
(our)  govemmeut  may  feel  disposed  to  part  with — the  first  five  or  ten 
thousand  barrels  of  pork  or  bacon  to  be  landed  at  any  port  Mr.  SeddoB 
may  desiguate,  on  the  ea«t  side  of  the  Mississippi,  or  as  much  more  on 
the  west  side,  if  General  Kirby  Smith,  or  any  other  confederate  com-, 
maoder,  needs  them.  After  this  deKvery  the  way  is  perfectly  clear  to 
deUver  anywhere  within  General  Butler's  department.  It  must,  of 
course,  be  obvious  to  you  (me)  that  a  concession  so  great  was  made  only 
with  tJie  understanding  that  it  shoidd  be  kept  with  the  moat  sacred 
secrecy ;  and  although  it  presents  upon  its  face  a  general  rule  for  the 
sake  of  protecting  the  Executive  (Mr.  Lincoln)  to  whom  aJone  we  are 
indebted — the  main  intention  is  that  it  should,  be  carried  out  by  my  (his) 
own  Mends,  and  such  others  as  only  will  be  useful  to  us.  In  order, 
then,  that  we  may  have  the  fidlest  benefit  from  the  arrangement,  I 
would  suggest  that  what  may  be  done  shall  be  done  in  the  name  of  a 
single  individual,  or  his  agent,  so  far  as  the  delivery  of  the  supplies  and 
the  receipt  of  the  cotton  are  concerned^  touching  the  disposition  of  the 

Sortion  paid  in  fum4g,  this  can  be  received  aud  disposed  of  as  you  (the 
epartment)  may  determine— either  in  the  Uidted  States,  or  in  Europe, 
or  in  the  Cauadas,  by  instant  conversion  into 

To  show  how  thoroughly  the  enterprise  has  been  arranged,  there  are 
now  10,000  barrels  of  pork  purchased  and  ready  for  shipment,  the  mo- 
ment the  details  are  perfected,  &c.,  &c. 

It  was  then  purposed  to  get  me  a  pass  to  go  through  the  lines,  bnt  in 
this  I  fear  they  have  failed,  and  that  the  alternative  course  has  been 
adopted,  to  wit,  sending  the  goods  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  D.  Preston  Fart 

or  Mr.  lolosa.    We to  the  plan.     I  would  urge  through  you  upon 

the  department,  first,  that  the  only  objectionable  feature  in  it  consists 
in  the  receiving  greenbacks  for  one-haJf  of  the  cotton  instead  of  provi- 
sions for  the  whole,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  the  pohcy  of  the  govern- 
ment (ours)  not  to  trade  in  the  currency  of  the  enemy  or  countenance 
such  trade  by  the  people.  The  wisdom  of  the  regulation  in  tlie  abstract 
is  clear.  Indiscriminate  barter  in  this  money  would  of  cotu'se  bo  seduc- 
tive and  dangerous.  But  this  objection  does  not  lie  with  the  same  fwee 
iu  operations  of  government ;  and  if  it  did,  it  is  weakened^  if  not  wholly 
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lemoved,  by  the  fact  that  these  fnnds  need  not  and  would  not  enter  into 
the  eiicmatioD  within  our  own  conntry,  but  could  be  paid  over  to  agents 
designated  by  the  government,  either  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  or 
Eoiope,  and  at  once  he  converted  into  sterling.  Thus  their  posseasioa 
and  immediate  conversion  would  place  foreign  funds  at  any  point 
deMred,  either  for  purchase,  payment  of  interest,  &c.,  &c  Again,  the 
programme  submitted  commends  itself  to  favorable  consideration,  as 
that  it  is  indorsed  by  the  highest  official  in  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. Certainty  of  execution  and  expedition  are  thus  secured.  Our 
abihty  and  facility  for  prodncing  this  kind  of  provisions  are  daily 
becoming  more  circumscribed  and  precarious  by  the  presence  of  large 
amies  and  their  destructive  raids  in  the  rural  districts.  We  are  left, 
then,  mainly  to  rely  upon  what  may  be  introduced  through  the  block- 
ade; but  we  may  be  said  now  to  have  only  one  port  where  the  success 
of  blockade  running  is  at  all  commensniate  to  the  risk  incurred.  This 
port  is  Wilmington:  and  we  have  it  from  the  most  iudubitable  source 
that  great  efforts  will  presently  be  made  to  capture  Wilmington ;  or, 
Ming  in  this,  to  seal  far  more  rigorously  her  port.  Where,  then^  are 
we  to  look  for  those  indispensable  supplies,  if  not  through  the  cupidity 
and  avarice  of  our  enemies  T  To  gratify  them  is  as  hateM  to  me,  I 
trast,  as  to  any  compatriot  in  my  land ;  but  starvation,  or  even  scanty 
w  uncertain  rations  to  our  patient,  enduring,  and  excellent  army  is  a 
more  fearful  and  abhorrent  alternative.  Under  these  eircnmstances  I 
think  it  behooves  ns  to  embrace  the  opportunitj'  offered  to  supply  our- 
selves with  the  great  necessity.  I  believe  it  is,  if  not  the  only,  the 
surest  and  most  expeditious  mode  of  accomplishing  the  object  upon  a 
Bofficient  and  certain  scale. 

The  propMMMi  quegii<yn  in  the  terrible  struggle  for  our  national  esist- 
efiee  is  one,  if  not  the  greatest,  we  have  had  to  solve ;  and  if  my  mission 
dull  result  in  the  inauguration  of  a  plan  for  the  certain  subsistence  of 
Ottr  noble  armies,  I  shall  be  as  thankful  to  God  as  if  I  had  achieved  a 
BOOGcesful  military  campaign.  Should  it,  on  the  other  hand,  be  attended 
with  faUure,  (albeit  no  fault  of  mine  if  these  plans  are  not  accepted,)  I 
should  never  feel  happy  if  I  had  not  remained  to  shttre  the  discomforts, 
danger,  and  trials  of  Uie  humblest  soldier  in  out  ranks.  Independent 
aid  outside  of  this  I  have  made  a  contract  with  a  party  by  which  sup- 
ines of  meat  will  be  furnished  at  MoHle  by  written  permisaion  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  the  free  passage  of  the  bhckadir^  fleet  at  that 
port.  The  first  steamer  has  already  sailed,  but  she  only  carried  three 
hnndred  barrels  of  pork — the  rest  assorted  cargo ;  but  I  am  assured  by 
the  party  "  that  if  tiiere  is  no  delay  or  difficulty  at  Mobile  the  steamer's 
trips  will  be  hereafter  firom  Kew  Orleans,  where  cargoes  of  meat  pro- 
vided from  St.  Lonis  will  go  rapidly  in  and  receive  cotton  upon  the 
tains  of  my  order,  a  pound  of  cotton  for  a  pound  of  meat."  He  then 
proceeds  to  say :  "  If  this  arrangement  fail,  it  will  be  because  of  diffl- 
eiltiee  on  the  other  side ;  meaning  with  us !  My  contract  with  the  party 
is  for  the  delivery  of  6,000,000  of  pounds ;  and  this  is  in  accordance  with 
the  order.  Bnt  there  are  other  important  eousideratlous  in  this  plan. 
The  President  authorizes  the  breaking  the  blockade.  What  complications 
may  not  be  produced  by  this  with  foreign  governments  V  I  gave  the 
party  a  letter  to  the  military,  naval,  and  civil  authorities,  requesting 
safe  ingress  and  egress  for  any  ship  or  steamer  or  vessels  of  any  charac- 
Ifr  under  the  provisicms  of  my  contract. 

Under  these  circnmstimcra,  and  Judge  0.  desiring  to  send  a  special 
DCflsenger  home,  I  have  united  with  him  in  sending,  at  much  expense,  a 
Toung  man  whom  we  believe  to  be  sound  and  trustworthy.    His  engage- 
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ment  is  to  go  directly  through,  deliver  these  and  other  papers,  and 
return  to  ua  with  replies.  Accordingly  I  send  him  at  once  to  you, 
believing  that  public  and  personal  considerations  will  imjiel  you  to  lay 
before  the  secretary  with  great  promptnesa,  reading  them  to  him  your- 
self, suggesting  that  he  advise  the  authorities  at  Mobile  without  delay 
of  sncb  an  arrangement,  that  their  aid  and  co-ox>eration  will  be  given  to 
such  deliverances,  &c.,  &c  Ton  will  know,  by  a  reference  to  boyhood's 
days,  at  the  conclusion  of  this,  that  it  is  genuine,  and  that  the  part]'  who 
bears  it  is  "  all  right."  Any  replies  you  have  to  send  let  them  be  writ 
t«n  on  as  thin  paper  as  possible,  and  sealed  with  your  large  seal,  that  I 
may  be  equally  secure  that  the  communications  are  genuine,  and  have 
not  been  tampered  with.  God  bless  you  and  yours  and  all  ours,  and 
deliver  ns  and  our  bleeding  country  from  the  bands  of  our  enemiesi 

Do  you  recollect  Ottie  Harrison,  and  how  mnch  like  me  you  thought 
him  because  he  was  rough?  "Oh,  but  no  rougher  than  you  ;  no,  but 
big." 

Tou  had  better  get  dear  J.  &  M.  to  copy  tliis  distinctly  and  in  large 
toriting.    I  have  written  it  thus  for  obvious  reasons. 

October  31, 1804. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Deeember  8, 1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the 
5th  instant  from  his  honor  the  mayor  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in  regard  to 
the  movements  of  the  suspected  steamer  Georgian,  or  Georgians,  and 
to  other  proceedings  hostile  to  the  United  States  which  are  reported  to 
be  on  foot  in  Canada. 

I  will  thank  you  to  call  the  attention  of  bis  excellency  Yiaconnt 
Monck  to  this  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
J.  Hums  Burnlet,  Esq.,  &c.^  &c.,  dx. 


Mayor  Fargo  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Mayor's  Office,  Buffalo,  December  6,  1864. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  favorsj  dated 
the  19th  and  21st  of  November,  respectively.  I  transmit  herewith,  for 
yonr  information,  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  by  me  fr<om  a 
gentleman  in  Toronto,  who  gave  me  the  original  information  in  regard 
to  the  propeller  Geoi^a,  and  who  is  now  employed  by  the  city  as  a 
detective. 

His  statements  are,  in  my  judgment,  entitled  to  credit.    I  have  sent 
copies  of  this  communication  to  Major  General  Dix,  and  also  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  United  Stat«s  steamer  Michigan. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  G.  PAEGO,  Mayor. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  D„„zedbyCoOgle 
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[iDcloaoie.] 

ToEOMTo,  November  30, 1864. 

DeaB  Sm :  I  have  delayed  writing  you  concerning  the  movements  of 
certain  partiea  here,  thinking  I  conld  ascertain  to  a  certainty  what  their 
determination  was.  I  have  in  a  measure  succeeded.  Bates  would  have 
made  the  attempt  on  the  cutter  Michigan  had  her  wheel  held  good.  It 
became  loose  again  on  his  arrival  in  Port  Stanley.  .He  then  went  to 
Sarnia  with  her,  and  came  himself  to  Toronto,  and  upon  remonstration 
vith  the  firm  &om  whom  he  purchased  her,  they  agreed  to  get  him  a 
new  one.  He  (Bates)  told  me  that  he  would  yet  make  the  attempt,  if 
the  weather  held  good.  The  report  that  the  Georgian  was  going  into 
the  Saginaw  lumber  trade  was  a  mere  blind.  Finding  that  you  were 
BiouHed  and  prepared,  he  said  that  he  would  make  a  trip  or  two  to  the 
Sanlt  Ste.  Marie,  in  the  place  of  the  Algonia,  which  is  disabled,  and  by 
that  time  things  would  be  quiet.  He  is  a  determined  old  fellow,  and  as 
plausible  as  an  old  woman.  His  captain  (Milne)  knows  the  lakes  well 
on  both  sides,  and  is,  moreover  a  rank  secessionist  in  fueling.  It 
behooves  the  people  at  Sandusky  to  keep  a  good  lookout.  Should  the 
winter  set  in  suddenly  Bates  will  lay  up  the  Georgian  and  come  here, 
when  I  will  get  out  of  him  what  his  intentions  are. 

There  is  a  man  who  travels  by  the  name  of  Smith,  but  whose  real 
Dame  is  Grant — a  Tennessee  lawyer;  he  is  frequently  going  ftom  here 
to  Hannibal,  and  vice  versa.  He  brings  information  to  Colonel  Thompson, 
and  takes  information  back,  and  connects  at  Hannibal  with  scouts,  who 
go  South.  He  always  crosses  at  Sarnia,  via  Grand  Trunk.  He  told  me 
that  it  was  safer  to  cross  at  Sarnia  than  at  Windsor.  K  you  want  a 
description  of  him  I  can  give  it. 

There  is  another  who  frequently  crosses  at  the  Suspension  bridge  and 
goes  to  New  York.  His  name  is  Triggs,  Whether  be  travels  by  that 
name  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  there  is  no  mistaking  him.  I  was  with 
him  last  night. 

ITiere  is  something  on  foot,  the  precise  nature  of  which  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  determine,  but  will  find  out.  There  are  four  or  five  gangs 
of  them  determined  to  do  or  die  this  wintor. 

Our  solicitor  general.  West,  is  iq)  here  trying  to  find  ont  about  this 
CMinon  manufactory. 

There  is  another  leader  of  the  confederates  here  by  the  name  of  Baker. 
We  had  a  great  influx  of  them  last  week,  and  after  a  day  or  two  they 
separated  again.  Yest«rday  a  lot  of  them  returned  a  second  time.  I 
wUl  find  out  what  they  are  at.  As  soon  as  Bates  gets  back,  and  I  see 
him,  I  will  sonnd  bim  and  let  yon  know. 
Yoms,  truly, 

FIDES. 

WnjjAX  O.  FABGO,  Esq.,  Mayor,  <&o.,  Bu^lo,  New  York. 


Mr,  Burnley  to  Mr.  Setvard. 

WASHiTiaTOK,  December  12, 1864. 

Sm:  I  forwarded  on  the  30th  ultimo,  to  his  excellen<y  the  governor 

general  of  Canada,  copies  of  your  note  of  the  39th  ultimo,  and  of  its 

indoAnreSj  relative  to  Uie  alleged  existence  of  a  military  organization  in 

Canada  of  fugitives  firom  the  TJnited  States.  i    C  ■(K1«^lc 
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I  liave  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  joa  a  copy  of  Ma  exceUency's 
reply. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoni  most 
obedient,  homhle  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUKNLET. 

Hon.  WiLLiAJH  H.  S£WA£D,  dx.,  &e.,  &e. 


Lord  Monck  to  Lord  Lyons. 

QUEBBO,  December  6, 1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of 
yonr  dispatch  of  November  30,  inclosing  copies  of  the  documents  noted 
in  the  margin,  respecting  the  alleged  organization  and  drilling,  in  Prince 
Edward's  County,  Canada  West,  of  fugitives  from  the  Unit^  States. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  Mr,  SewEffd, 
that  I  will  take  immediate  steps  to  investigate  the  aeooracy  of  the  in- 
formation communicated  to  Major  General  Bix,  and  should  it  prove  wdl 
foonded,  I  will  use  all  legal  means  to  put  an  end  to  the  practice. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c, 

MONCK. 
Lord  Lyons. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1186.]  '  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  13, 1864. 

Sm ;  Ton  will  please  lay  before  Earl  Eussell  the  copy  of  a  eommnni- 
cation  which  the  Secretary  of  War  has  just  received  fromM^or  General 
Dix,  who  is  charged  with  the  protection  of  our  Canada  frontier. 

After  our  recent  communications  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
Bnrely  now  be  surprised  to  leam  from  this  import  that  there  is  imminent 
danger  of  a  war  being  waged  against  the  United  States  from  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  provinces.  Z  hope  the  subject  may  receive  imme- 
diate and  serious  consideration.  Certainly  its  importance  could  not  be 
exaggerated,  since  it  is  the  interest  and  desire  of  both  countries  to  re- 
main in  mutual  peaca  I  have  asked  Mr.  Burnley  to  give  notice  of  the 
danger  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  if  such  invasions  as  are  now  apprehended  sh^  ac- 
tually come,  and  organized  defense  become  necessary  on  onr  part,  the 
existing  intercourse,  commercial  and  social,  between  the  British  pro- 
vinces and  this  country  will  necessarily  be  subjected  to  interruptions 
which  will  be  likely  to  produce  very  serious  inconvenience. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ohablbs  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&o.,  &c.,  &o.  '    ' 


General  Dix  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Headquastebs  Departmert  of  the  East, 

Ifeu)  Tori  City,  November  22,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  following  reliable  information : 
There  are  about  forty  rebels  in  Maryshurg,  Prince  Ed^<w4'^  iQ'™''^* 
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Ouada,  oaA  northvest  of  Oswego.  They  drill  regnlariy  aboat  three 
times  a  week,  and  are  armed  with  revolvers.  They  board  with  the  far- 
wm  in  the  neighborhood,  seem  to  have  plenty  of  money,  and  say  they 
belong  to  John  Morgan's  corps.  Tlieae  organizations  for  hostile  pnr- 
poeee  on  Canadian  soil  are  so  plainly  in  violation  of  all  the  obligations  of 
neatrality,  that  I  cannot  donbt  the  wiiliiigDess  of  the  Canadian  authori- 
tiee  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice.  There  are  some  indications 
of  retaUation  on  the  part  of  otir  citizens  along  the  fixmtier  on  accooot 
of  the  outrages,  and  I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to 
the  former  would  have  a  salntary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  hne. 
I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major  General,  N.  Y. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  Seveard  to  Mr.  Adam. 

No.  1189.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December.  13, 1864. 
Sm :  I  transutit  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  I2th  instant  from 
Brigadier  (ieneral  E.  D.  Townsend,  addressed  to  me  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  alleged  mannfacture  of  Greek  flre 
at  Windsor,  Can^a,  to  be  used  by  rebel  emissaries  in  attempts  to  bum 
certain  cities  of  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  lay  a  copy  of  the 
paper  before  Earl  Russell,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such  preven- 
tive measures  aa  may  be  practicable. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  dx.,  <&€.,  «£o. 


General  Tovmeend  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  Adjutant  General's  Ofpiob, 

Washington,  December  12, 1864. 
Sir;  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have  the  honor  to  for- 
iraid  herewith  copies  of  letters  ftora  Major  G«ieral  Hooker  and  Lieuten- 
■at  Colonel  Hill,  to  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  Greek  fire,  at  Wind- 
sor, Cuiada,  to  be  osed  in  tiring  certain  cities  of  the  United  States  by 
rebel  emiBBariee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Astiata/nt  Adjutant  General. 
'Boa.  WnxiAK  H.  Sewabd, 

•  ■  Secretary  of  State. 


General  Rooker  to  Oenerai  Townsend. 

Headquarters  Northern  Depaexkent, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  6, 1864. 
Oenebal:  I  hare  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  tlie  3d  instant,  just  received  from  Lieutenant  Golon^  B.  H.  Hill, 
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'  iMnnman fling  the  dUtrict  of  Michigan,  as  it  contains  information  of  im- 
portance to  all  of  onr  frontiers  bordering  on  Canada.  The  information 
has  been  fonitshed  by  one  of  our  most  reliable  detectives,  and  tmosnal 
confidence  may  be  placed  in  it.  A  few  days  since,  advices  of  similar 
import  were  received  by  me.  From  the  letter  it  will  be  seen  that  reta- 
geea  and  deserters  Irom  the  rebel  confederacy  are  ^igaged  in  the  nuum- 
facture  of  Greek  fire,  at  Windsor,  in  Gansida,  to  facilitate  their  incea- 
diary  purposes.  With  regard  to  attacks  from  armed  bodies  of  rebels  I 
feel  much  less  apprehension  than  from  individual  efforts  to  bum  and 
plunder  our  cities,  as  my  means  of  information  are  such  that  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  anticipate  the  former. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  that  I  have  eiuoiaed  increasing 
Tigilance  and  activity  on  the  part  of  the  military  and  civil  authoritiea 
throughout  my  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 

jVofor  Oeneral  Commanding. 
Brigadier  General  E.  D.  Townskhd, 

Adjutant  General  U.  8.  A. 


Official  copy : 


E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

AsaUtant  Adjutant  OeneraL 


Colonel  Sill  to  Captain  Potter. 

HEAIKiTJAB,TEES  DiSTEICT  OP  MiCHIGAS, 

Detroit,  Miek.,  December  3,  1864. 
3iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  from  information  I  have  received, 
I  un  satisfied  that  very  extensive  preparations  are  being  made  in  Canada 
for  boming  not  only  cities  on  the  lakes,  but  others,  and  it  is  very  neces- 
sary that  great  precantion  and  vigilance  should  be  observed  everywhere. 
I  have  the  assurance  that  Greek  fire  is  being  prepared  m  Windsor. 
Buf^o,  Cleveland,  and  this  city  will  be  the  principal  cities  to  be  burned : 
and  there  will  be  armed  attempts  to  rob  anA  plunder.  Cincinnati  and 
JUooisville  are  also  mentioned. 

I  am  also  informed  that  by  some  means  a  large  number  of  rebel  sol- 
diers have  been  introduced  into  Canada;  some,  it  is  said, have  be^ifur- 
longhed  and  have  made  their  way  through  the  lines. 

I  have,  at  this  time,  very  excelleut  means  of  obtaining  information, 
and  the  only  apprehension  I  have  is  that  the  person  in  my  employ  may 
foil  me  at  the  last  moment 

In  this  city  I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  hotel-keepers  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  observing  great  vigilance  in  regard  to  their  guests,  and  the 
hotels  are  daily  visited  by  a  secret  agent  in  my  employ. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  HILL, 
XAeut.  CoL  5*A  U.  8.  Artillery,  Comd'g  Ditt.  of  MichtgeM. 
C.  H.  FOTTEB,  Captain  and  A.  A.  6., 

Headquartera  Northern  Department  Cincinnati,  Okio. 

Official  copy: 

E.  D.  TOWKSEND, 

Auietant  At^tant  Oeneral. 

DiclzedbyGoOgle 
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Mr.  jBeumrd  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  of  State, 

WasMngUm,  December  13,  1864. 
8lB :  I  haT6  the  honor  t»  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  governor 
Knersl  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  yesterday  from  the  War 
Department,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  aa 
Greek  fire,  for  use  in  attempts  to  bum  cities  of  the  United  States. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  air,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HmiE  BUBITLBT,  Esq.,  <£c.,  ^.,  &c. 

[For  inclosore  Bee  dispatch  from  Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams  No.  1189, 
December  13, 1864,  ante.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bumleg. 

Dbpabtmeht  op  State, 

Washington^  December  14, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  commanicate  to  yon,  for  the  information  of 
the  governor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  9th  instant, 
&om  D.  Thurston,  esq.,  tlie  consul  general  of  the  United  States  at  Mon- 
treal, relating  to  suspicions  entertained  that  two  vessels  now  in  conrse 
of  construction  in  Montreal,  called,  respectively,  the  EI  Almaudaris  and 
Pineroj  and  another  expected  from  a  different  qnarter,  and  the  name  of 
Thich  18  not  yet  ascertained,  are  intended  to  be  employed  for  purposes 
hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
J.  HuHE  BuBiiLEY,  Esq.,  (&o.,  &c.,  dx. 


Mr.  Thurtton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  117.]  United  States  Consulate  Genebal, 

Montreal^  December  9, 1864, 

as:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  was  nunored  in  this  city 
that  two  vessels  were  being  ballt  here  for  the  use  of  the  rebels.  I  imme- 
diately sent  and  had  them  examined,  and  the  following  description  taken : 

The  largest  vessel,  called  the  El  ^ilmandaris,  is  a  wooden  side-wheeled 
steamer,  about  two  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  long'  by  thirty  broad,  and 
six  hundred  and  thirty  tons  burden,  the  hull  being  plated  with  iron. 
It  has  a  round  stem,  sharp  stem,  double  deck,  rising  very  high  and 
tlmost  concealing  the  walking  beam  and  other  machinery  which  nsually 
spears  above  deck.  The  upper  deck  roof  is  supported  by  a  beam,  ellip- 
tical in  form,  the  lower  deck  being  the  axis.  This  beam  is  of  great 
strength,  and  adds  much  to  the  firmness  of  the  vessel.  On  each  side  of 
the  ^ck,  at  a  distance  of  abont  three  feet  from  each  other,  are  a  number 
of  fixed  pulleys.  It  has  two  masts,  one  smoke-staek,  the  upper  part  of 
her  hnU  ^nted  white  and  the  lower  black,  is  provided  with  a  very  pow- 
erful engine,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  very  fast.  ^  ~  ■ 
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The  other  vessel,  called  the  Finero,  is  also  a  wooden  side-wheeled 
steamer,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  long,  twenty-seven  feet  broad, 
and  nine  feet  deep,  bnrden  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  tooa,  with 
rounds  tern,  shaqi  stem,  and  doable  deck,  the  wood-work  of  which  nearly 
conceals  her  vertical  walking-beam  and  machinery.  It  carries  a  power- 
fiil  engine,  has  two  masts,  two  smoke-stacka,  only  one  of  which  is  visible 
from  without,  is  painted  white,  and  has  the  lower  portion  of  hei  hnll 
plat«d  with  iron. 

The  El  Almaudaria,  it  is  stated,  is  to  proceed  to  Havana,  noder  com- 
mand of  Captain  de  Cabro.  The  Finero  is  also  bonnd  for  Havana.  It 
is  genertUly  believed  that  the  vessels  above  described  have  been  btult 
for  purposes  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  either  for 
blockade  mnners,  or  are  to  be  used  as  the  Alabama  and  Florida,  to  prey 
upon  oar  commerce.  One  of  the  pohce  officers  of  this  city  has  intimated 
to  me  that  he  holds  the  same  opinion,  and  has  informed  me  that  another 
vessel  is  expected  to  join  the  two  already  here  from  the  upper  province^ 
with  a  description  of  which  I  will  endeavor  to  furnish  you. 

It  may  be  that  these  vessels  are  designed  for  legitimate  purposes,  but 
the  belief  to  the  contrary  is  so  general,  some  particulars  of  their  outfit 
80  unusual,  and  the  addition  of  another  vessel  to  the  number  from  Upper 
Canada  so  suspicious,  that  I  have  considered  it  proiier  to  inform  you  of 
suclT  facts  as  L  have  been  able  to  collect  respecting  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant^ 

D.  THUESTOU 
17.  8.  Vice-oonaul  OeneraL 

Hon.  WiuJAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seieard  to  Mr,  Adams, 

No.  1190.]  Depaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  DecenAer  11, 1864. 

SlE :  I  have  just  received  information,  by  telegraph,  from  Montreal,  that 
the  felons  who  proceeded  from  Canada  into  Vermont  and  committed  the 
crimes  of  robbery,  burglary,  and  murder  at  St.  Albans,  in  tliat  State,  and 
who  were  arresteil  in  Canada  upon  a  requisition  from  this  government, 
under  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  9th  of  August,  1842,  have 
been  set  at  liberty ;  that  the  stolen  money  which  was  found  upon  them 
has  been  restored  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  large  new  lie 
border  of  the  Uuited  States,  in  the  province  aforenamed. 

This  grave  circumstance  renders  it  my  duty,  under  the  direetioQ  of 
the  President,  to  ask-whether  her  M^estys  government  has  taken  or 
purposes  to  take  any  measures  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  invasions 
of  the  territory  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  from  the  border 
^-ovinces.  If  such  measures  have  been  taken,  or  are  to  be  taken,  this 
government  desires  to  know  their  character,  so  fiir  as  it  may  be  consist- 
ent with  the  Interests  of  Oreat  Britain  to  communicate  the  same. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAfiD. 

Chaelbs  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &c.,  &e. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bnrnley. 

,  Department  of  State, 

Was}iingto7t,  Dece)nber  14, 1864. 

8m:  I  bave  the  honor  to  communicate  herewith  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date  wiiich  I  have,  under  the  Pi-eeident's 
direction,  addresaed  to  Charles  Francis  Adams,  esq.,  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  London,*  upon  the  receipt  of  telegraphic  dispatches 
from  the  agents  of  the  IJnited  States  in  Montreal,  annoiucing  to  me 
the  facts  t^t  Samuel  Eugene  Lackey  and  others,  whose  extradition  was 
requested  iu  my  note  to  Lord  Lyons  of  the  21st  of  November  last,  upon 
the  charges  of  murder,  rohbery,  and  assault  with  intent  to  commit  mur- 
der, within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  have  been  discharged 
6tan  custody,  that  the  money  and  other  property  stolen  by  them  has 
been  returned  to  them,  and  that  they  are  now  at  large. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoiu"  obedi- 
ent servant. 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWAItD. 

J.  Hddie  Btobhlet,  Esq.,  &c.f  cfec,  £c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward.  ' 

Washington,  December  14, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
nth  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  an  instruction  of  this  date,  which  you 
have,  under  the  President's  direction,  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  United 
States  minister  in  London,  upon  receipt  of  telegraphic  news  that  Samuel 
Engene  Lackey  and  others  had  been  dismissed  troin  custody  at  Montreal, 
and  beg  to  thank  yon  for  sending  me  a  copy  of  this  communication. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obe^ent,  hnmble  servant,  

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WrLLiAM:  H.  Sewabd,  ifio.,  «£c.,  i&e. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"Washington,  December  15, 1864. 
Mt  Dear  Sib:  This  is  what  the  governor  general  telegraphed  last 
mght:     . 

"The  St.  Albans  men  were  discharged  yesterday,  on  grounds  so  absurd 
that  I  cannot  account  for  it.  Fresh  warrants  have  been  issued  for  their 
apprehension,  and  the  pohce  are  making  every  effort  to  prevent  their 
escape," 

Very  truly  yours, 

J.  HUME  BUBKLET, 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Seward,  (fee.,  (fee,  (fee. 

'  See  instractioii  No.  1190  to  Mi.  Adams,  antt.  ..  . 

e  A  0— TOL.  n  I  .d  b,  C jQog le 
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Mr.  Burnl^  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


Bkitish  Legation, 
Wmliington,  December  IG,  18C4. 
My  Deab  Sib:  I  have  jnst  received  a  tele^fraphic  message  from 
Viscount  Monek,  be^giug  me  to  convey  to  you  his  thanks  for  the  prompt 
and  satis&ctory  explanation  of  General  Uix's  order. 

He  begs  me  toassureyonof  his  vexation  at  the  turn  aflfaire  have  takeD 
in  the  St.  Albans  case,  and  that  the  Canadian  goverament  .are  doing 
everything  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  mischief  done  by  the  magistrate's 
extraordinary  decision. 

As  a  good  deal  of  excitement,  however,  jtrevails  in  consequence  of 
General  Dix's  order,  Viscount  Slonck  is  anxious  to  know  whether  you 
object  to  his  making  public  the  substance  of  what  I  telegraphed  to  lum, 
which  was,  ^'tLat  the  order  had  been  issued  without  instructions,  but 
that  steps  would  be  taken  to  prevent  action  on  that  portion  of  it  which 
related  to  ci-ossiug  the  border  into  Canada." 
1  am,  very  truly,  youre, 

J.  HUME  BUfiKLEY. 
Hon.  AVnxiASi  H.  Seward,  £c.,  d:c.,  d:c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract] 

So.  832,J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londim,  December  IG,  1S64. 
Sib:»  •  •  •  •  •  •• 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  1164,  of  the  29th  of  Kovem- 

ber,  I  have  transmitted  to  Lord  Biisscll  the  information  contained  ia 

General  Dix's  letter,  respecting  the  rebel  organization  at  Marysburg-, 

Prince  Edwai-d's  County,  in  Canada. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WuxiAU  H.  Se-^abd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAsmMGTON,  December  17, 1864- 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon^  under  the  instructions 
■which  I  have  received  from  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  afi&iurs,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  to  Lord  Lyons 
relative  to  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government,  in  conformity 
with  the  treaty  reservation  right,  to  increase  their  naval  armament  upon 
the  Kortb  American  lakes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  ser\-ant, 

J.  HUME  BUBJTLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  SewaW),  &c.,  &e.,  &e.  ,    C uxwlc 
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Harl  Ruisell  to  Lord  Lyons, 

FoEEiGN  Office,  Jfovember  20,  1804. 
My  Lord:  Tour  lordship,  in  your  dispatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  hag 
Teferrwl  to  the  intention  of  the  United  States  government  to  give  notice 
to  her  Majesty's  government  tliat,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reserva- 
tion uf  the  right  to  give  such  notice,  the  United  States  government  will 
dism  themselves  at  liberty,  at  the  expiration  of  six  months  after  the 
cwnmimication  shall  have  been  made,  to  increase  their  naval  armament 
apon  the  ^^orth  American  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of 
aOkirs  should  require  it;  and  you  have  inclosed  a  co]>y  of  a  diupatch 
from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which,  aft«r  referring  to  the  ca.se  of  the 
Che»iapeake,  and  after  relatiug  various  acts  of  aggression  from  Canada, 
namely,  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the  Philo  Parsons  and  Ishinu 
Queen  on  the  lakes,  and  the  attack  upon  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  Ver- 
mont, by  a  party  of  twenty-five  men,  issuing  from  the  British  territory, 
(awwds  to  lay  down  the  tbllowing  imi>ortant  propositions : 

L  "  The  insufficiency  of  the  British  neutrality  act,  and  of  the  warn- 
ings of  the  Queen's  proclamation  to  arrest  the  causes  of  the  complaint 
referred  to,  were  anticipated  early  in  the  existing  struggle,  and  the  Brit- 
ish government  was  asked  to  apply  a  remedy  by  passing  an  act  more 
stringent  in  its  character,  such  as  ours  of  the  10th  of  March,  183S,  which 
was  occasioned  by  a  similar  condition  of  affairs.  This  request  has  not 
been  complied  with,  though  its  reasonableness  and  necessity  have  been 
shown  by  subsequent  acti>.'' 

2.  "It  is  now  my  duty  to  iustmet  you  to  give  notice  to  Earl  Russell, 
in  conformity  with  the  treaty  reser\'ation  of  that  right,  that,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  sIk  months  after  you  shall  have  made  tliis  communication, 
the  United  States  will  deem  themselves  at  liberty  to  increase  the  naval 
armaments  upon  the  lakes,  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  condition  of  ali'airs 
in  that  quarter  shall  then  require  it." 

3.  After  again  I'ecurriug  to  the  measure  of  1838,  Mr.  Seward  says:  "I 
shonld  fail,  however,  to  express  a  sincere  conviction  of  this  government 
if  I  should  not  repeat  now,  what  I  have  heretofore  so  often  had  occasion 
to  say,  that  practically  the  policy  of  neutrality  which  her  Majesty  has 
proclaimed  has  failed  as  well  in  the  British  home  ports  as  in'  the  British 
colonies,  and  especially  in  the  latter,  and  that  it  must  contiuue  to  fail 
more  conspicuously  every  day  so  long  as  asjium  is  allowed  there  to 
active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  and  they  are  in  any 
way  able,  by  evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the  British  ports  and  Briti^ 
bonlers  as  a  base  for  felonious  depredations  against  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  nor  are  we  able  to  conceive  of  any  remedy  adequate  to  the 
present  exigency  but  the  recognition  by  her  Majesty's  government  of  the 
first  and  exclusive  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters 
and  territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government." 

On  the  23d  instant  I  received  from  Mr.  Adams  the  note  which  I  in- 
dose,  and  the  several  documents  annexed  to  it;  but  as  they  are  the 
same  in  substance  as  the  commuuicatiou  you  have  sent  me,  I  think  it 
■will  be  more  convenient  to  deal  with  the  formal  and  authoritative  dis- 
patch of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

1.  The  reference  to  the  act  of  March  10, 1838,  (of  which  I  inclose  a 
copy,)  will  not  have  any  application  with  respect  to  vessels  leaving  the 
diores  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  vessels  fitted 
ont  or  eqoipped  in  our  home  ports  has  always  consisted  in  proving 
that  the  vessel  was  "provided  or  prepared  for  any  military  expedition 
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or  enterprise  against  the  territory  or  dominions  of  any  foreij^  prince  or 
state  with  whom  lier  Majesty  is  at  peace,"  aud  a  similar  difficulty  would 
he  found  in  enacting  a  law  exactly  copied  from  the  United  States  act  of 
March  10, 1838.  'With  regard  to  "territories  conterminous  witli  the 
United  States,"  it  might,  indeed,  more  easily  be  proved,  with  resi»ect  to 
any  militaiy  bodies  assembled  near  the  border,  that  ttiey  were  intended 
to  cross  the  frontier  in  hostihty  to  a  state  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at 
peace.  On  this  part,  of  the  question  I  have  to  desire  you  to  assure  Mr. 
Seward  that  the  subject  is  undergoing  the  most  searching  investigatioii 
by  the  law  ofltcers  of  the  Crown,  with  a  view  to  take  the  most  efl'ectiial 
measures  to  prevent  incursions  from  the  bordering  British  provinces 
into  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  to 
ob8er\-e  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  while  active  efl'orts  were  made 
to  fit  out,  in  Britisli  ports,  ships  intended  to  be  completed  in  the  waters 
of  other  neutral  states,  as  ships  of  war,  and  thence  to  be  employed  as 
cruisers  against  the  United  States,  but  few,  if  any,  attempts  were  made 
to  disturb  the  frontier  of  Canada  by  militarj'  or  naval  expeditions. 
Hence  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  1838,  was  not  considered  to  be 
applicable  to  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  I  may  also  observe,  tlftit  dur- 
ing the  late  insurrection  in  Poland,  although  the  government*  of  Aus- 
tria and  Prussia  were,  from  a  regard  to  their  own  interests,  unfavora- 
ble to  that  insurrection,  and  although  their  means  of  repression  were 
much  more  available  and  much  more  energetic  than  ours  ever  can  be^ 
yet  insurgent  expeditions  from  Galicia  and  from  the  Duchy  of  Posen 
were  of  very  frequent  occurrence.  The  governor  of  Canada,  it  is  admit- 
ted by  the  United  States  government,  has  done  all  that  he ,  could 
lawfully  do,  and  if  his  eftorts  should  fall  and  other  measures  of  repres- 
siou  consistent  witli  the  ncttunc  of  our  government  shall  be  found  requi- 
site, her  Ma,je8ty's  government  will  not  hesitate  to  propose  them. 

2.  It  is  perfectly  competent  to  the  United  States  to  give  notice  that  at 
the  end  of  six  mouths  that  government  will  be  at  liberty  to  increase 
their  naval  force  on  the  lakes.  It  is,  certniBly  true  that  while  both 
nations  are  disarmed  on  the  lakes,  marauders  or  depredators  may 
destroy  or  capture  unarmed  vessels  belonging  to  either  party.  Her 
Majesty  will,  of  course,  be  at  liberty  ^so  to  increase  her  naval  force  on 
the  lakes  at  the  expiration  of  the  six  months  after  notice,  if  she  shall 
think  fit  so  to  do.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  peace  is  restored  the 
former  agreement,  which  was  formed  upon  just  and  wise  considerations, 
may  be  renewed,  as  one  that  must  be  advantageous  to  botli  parties. 

S.  The  next  proposition  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  declares  the  neu- 
trality proclaimed  by  her  Majesty  to  have  failed,  as  well  in  the  British 
home  ports  as  in  the  colonies;  that  it  must  continue  to  fail  so 
long  as  asylum  is  allowed  there  to  active  agents  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  and  so  long  as  those  persons  are  in  any  way  able,  by 
evasion  or  otherwise,  to  use  the  British  ports  and  British  borders  as  a 
base  for  felonious  depredations;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  adds,  that 
the  only  remedy  which  the  government  of  the  United  States  is  able  to 
conceive,  is  the  "recognition  by  her  Miye-sty's  government  of  the  first 
and  exclusive  sovereigntj-  of  the  United  States  in  all  the  waters  and 
territories  legally  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  government.' 

It  appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  this  proposal  amounts  to 
nothing  less  than  a  demand  that  Great  Britain  should  cease  to  acknowl- 
edge the  belligerent  character  of  the  southern  States,  and  treat  the 
southern  citizens  as  felons  and  pirates.  In  order  to  consider  this  mat- 
ter fully,  I  find  it  necessary  to  reour  to  the  events  of  the  last  three  years. 

President  Lincoln,  immediately  after  his  accession  to  power  in  1861, 
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foaiHl  himself  face  to  face  with  a  moat  fonnidable  ionnrrection.-  In  the 
montii  of  April,  1801,  lie  ordered  a  levy  of  seventy -five  thousand  men 
to  meet  tbe  danger.  Finding  this  number  insufficient,  armies  of  three, 
foor,  and  even  seven  hundred  thousand  men  have  been  raised,  embodied, 
tDHTched,  exposed  to  battles  and  sieges,  worn  by  tight  and  fever, 
exbttnsted,  consumed,  and  replenished  in  this  laighty  contest.  With 
similar  purposes,  the  President,  in  the  same  mouth  of  April,  1861,  pro- 
elaimed  the  blockade  of  the  coast  of  seven  States,  and  the  blockade  of 
two  other  States  was  added  immediately  afterwards.  A  navy  was  sud- 
denly created,  supposed  to  be  adequate  to  the  task  of  blockading  three 
thoosand  miles  of  coast. 

Her  M^esty's  government  could  not,  any  more  than  the  other  powers 
(rf  Europe,  fail  to  recognize  in  thevast  extent  of  the  territories  involved 
10  hostilities,  and  in  the  fierce  nature  of  the  contest,  a  civil  war  of  the 
most  extraordinary  character. 

In  proclauning  that  both  parties  in  this  vast  war  were  to  be  treated 
as  belligerents,  and  in  admitting  the  validity  of  a  blockade  of  three 
ttioQsantl  miles  of  coast,  her  Miijcsty's  government  aeknowledge<l 
aa  existing  fact,  and  recognized  the  international  law  applicable  to  that 
fact.  Bather  Majesty's  government  could  not  disguise  from  themselves 
the  difliculties  which  would  beset,  under  any  state  of  law,  the  titsk  of 
preventing  undue  aid  beiug  given  by  individuals  among  the  Queen's 
snbject^  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerents.  The  identity  of  lan- 
guage, the  increasing  intercourse  of  trade,  the  immense  extent  of  ship- 
building carried  on  in  thiscountry,  and  the  ingenuity  of  siieculators  in 
defeating  laws  and  proclamations,  made  it  impossible  that  there  should 
not  be  many  escapes  from  the  vigilance  of  the  government,  and  many 
anceessful  stratagems  to  disguise  hostile  proceedings. 

Still  her  Jfi^jesty's  government  counted  on  the  fair  consideration  by 
the  government  of  tbe  United  Stiites  of  what  was  possible  on  their  esti- 
mate of  the  honest  intention  of  the  British  Executive,  and  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  latitude,  both  of -opinion  and  of  action,  ])revailing  among  a 
people  nnrtured  like  that  of  the  United  States  in  free  institutions. 

Her  Miy'esty's  government  also  thought  that  the  United  States  must 
be  aware  that  the  law  of  nations  and  the  circumstances  of  the  war  gave 
an  immense  a<lvantage  to  the  federals  against  the  confcilerates  in 
obtaining  warlike  supplies.  In  confinnation  of  this  remark,  it  may  be 
rec-koned  that  besides  very  many  batteries  of  artillery,  Ave  hundred 
thousand  rifles  have  been  manufiictured  in  this  country  and  conveyed 
to  the  shores  of  the  northern  States,  to  be  used  by  the  federal  troops  in 
the  war.  It  may  safely  be  said,  also,  that  many  thoasiinds  of  the 
Queen's  subjecta  have  held  those  rides  against  the  breasts  of  men  whom 
ter  Majesty  does  not  regard  as  her  enemies. 

The  supplies  sent  to  the  confe4:Ierate8  are,  on  the  other  hand,  very  cnm- 
mnnly  intercepted  *nd  captured  on  the  sim  by  federal  shiiis  of  war.  Her 
Majesty's  government,  however,  have  put  in  force  impartially  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  and  have  prosecuted  those  persons  who,  in  apparent 
viuhition  of  that  law,  have  fitted  out  vessels  in  our  ports  with  the  pur- 
pose, as  it  was  believed,  of  aiding  in  hostilities  against  the  Unite<)  States, 
or  who  have  been  engaged  iu  enlisting  seamen  or  recniitn  in  the  service 
of  either  belligerent ;  and  her  Miyesty's  government  have  siu'x'ee(U'd  in 
preventing  the  deiiartiire  from  the  Clyde  and  the  Mersey  of  sevenil  ships 
intt^ndefl  fbr  the  service  of  the  confederates. 

Snch  being  the  state  of  affairs,  her  Mj^jesty's  government  are  not  jire- 
poi^  either  to  deny  to  the  southern  States  belligerent  rights,  or  to  pro- 

oogic 
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pone  to  Parliament  to  make  the  \awB  of  tbe  United  Kingdom  generally 
more  stringent. 

To  allow  to  tbe  United  8tntes  the  belligerent  rights  of  blw^kade  and 
of  search  and  detention  to  the  widest  extent,  aud  to  refuse  tliem  alto- 
gether to  the  other  part>'  in  the  ci^■il  war,  who  had  itossession  of  an 
extenaive  territory,  who  have  all  the  foi-ftis  of  a  regiilar  government, 
fi-jiTned  on  the  model  of  the  United  States,  and  who  are  wielding 
large  regular  armies,  would,  her  Ma;jeaty'8  government  presume  tothinl^ 
he  as  contrary  to  the  pravtiee  of  civilized  nations  as  it  would  be  to  the 
rules  of  justice  and  of  international  law. 

Neither  can  her  Msyesty'a  govemraeut  refiiae  an  asylum  to  persons 
landing  on  our  sliorea  and  eonibrming  to  our  laws,  merely  because  snth 
persons  may  he  or  may  have  been  in  hostility  with  a  government  or 
nation  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

The  Congress  and  President  of  the  United  States  have  thought  them- 
selveu  compelled,  by  the  necessity  of  internal  war,  to  restrict  and  cur- 
tail the  liberties  of  the  people  of  those  States.  Her  Mnjesty's  govern- 
ment do  not  presume  to  judge  of  that  necessity,  but  they  cannot  find  in 
the  hostilities  which  prevail  on  the  continent  of  North  America  any  jus- 
tification for  so  altering  the  lawa  of  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  deprive 
the  citizens  of  the  southern  States  of  America  of  that  aayhim  which 
Great  Britain  has  always  attorded  to  men  of  al)  nations  and  of  all  politi- 
cal opinions. 

But  while  the  government  of  the  United  States  complain  that  her 
Majesty's  iwlicy  ol'  neutrality  has  failed,  her  Majesty's  government  have 
had  freqaent  occasion  to  complain  that  the  United  States  have  carried 
beyond  all  acknowledged  limits  the  rights  of  belligerents.  The  crewsof 
vessels  seized  as  blockade-runners,  who,  by  the  law  of  uatiousi  are  only 
subject  to  detention  till  the  case  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  were  found 
has  been  heard  in  a  prize  court,  have  been  subjected  to  onfinemeut  for 
an  indefinite  periotl  of  time  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  more  than  once  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  express  their  opin- 
ion that  such  proceedings  are  a  plain  violation  of  neutral  rights. 

The  United  States  govenunent  have  also  compelled  British  merctianta 
trading  between  New  York  and  a  neutral  port  to  give  bonds  for  the 
conduct  to  be  observed  by  them  in  that  port,  and  for  the  direction  of 
their  future  voyages,  and  this  is  against  the  plain  tenor  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  their 
subordinates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  subjects  who  had 
been  drugged,  and  had  not,  when  so  enlisted,  recovered  from  the  effe*^ 
of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected. 

If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  resisted  more  strenuonsly  than 
they  have  hitherto  done  these  illegal  and  unMeudly  proceediiigs,  the 
cause  is  to  he  found  in  their  t>elief  that  the  passiomand  excitement  of 
the  contest  have,  for  a  time,  obscured  the  sense  of  justice  and  respect 
for  law  which  usually  distinguish  the  United  States,  and  that  with  the 
close  of  the  contest  calm  consideration  will  return,  and  a  just  view  of 
these  transactions  will  be  taken. 

Tlie  welfare  and  prosi»erity  of  the  United  States  are  earnestly  desired 
by  the  government  of  her  Ulajesty,  and  the  necessity  of  securing  peace 
and  harmony  on  the  border  between  the  British  aud  the  United  States 
territory  is  fully  acknowledged.  With  this  disposition  on  both  sides, 
her  Majesty's  government  cannot  doubt  tJiat  adequate  means  of  repress- 
ion will  be  found,  and  that  signal  failure  will  attend  any  nicked  attempts 
which  may  be  made  to  involve  the  two  nations  iu  the  cahumti^  pf  war. 
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It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  cooclade  this  diapfttch  by  Doticing  the  hand- 
wme  tirms  in  which  the  Secretary  of  8tate  declares  himself  not  only 
able  but  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  the  Oauadian  antborltyhas  in  the 
last  iriHtance  mentioned  "  thus  far  co-operated  with  this  goverumeut  iu 
&ithftil  and  diligent  efforts  to  bring  the  disturbers  of  public  peace  to 
justice."  Her  Majesty's  government  trust  sueh  faithful  co-operatioa  in 
the  performance  of  MemJIy  otlicea  may  long  continue  on  both  sides. 

I  have  to  ln&£ract  you  to  give  a  copy  of  this  dispatch  to  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  am,  &c, 

RUSSELL. 

LOED  Lyons,  G.  C.  B.,  <fcc. 


JIfr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  1194.]  DepabtmEnt  of  State, 

WcukiRgton,  Decemher  19, 1804. 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispateb  of  the  25th 
of  November  last,  No.  821.  It  is  accompauied  by  a  copy  of  the  repre- 
sentation which  under  previous  iu»tructious  you  addressed  to  Earl  Rus- 
sell, on  the  special  subject  of  the  recent  aggressions  upon  the  Canadian 
border.  The  paper  is  accurate,  elaborate,  and  comprehensive,  and  is 
therefore  ajjproved.  I  fear,  however,  that  her  Majesty's  government 
very  imperfectly  apprehend  the  exigency  to  which  their  attention  bas 
been  called.  Of  course  it  is  not  known  here  what  they  may  have  done 
in  the  premises ;  but  it  is  certain  that  while  they  have  been  either  con- 
nderiug  it,  or  overlookiug  it,  the'complications  of  tlie  case  have  greatly 
inereased. 

In  my  dispatch  of  the  14th  instant,  No.  1190, 1  informed  you  that 
Coarsol,  the  provincial  judge  at  Montreal,  had  set  at  liberty  the  felons 
who  committed  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  mm-der  at  St.  Albans.  Sub- 
sequent infonuation  confirms  the  fact,  with  the  a<lditiou  that  the  money 
stolen,  to  the  amount,  as  is  understood,  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  which 
was  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  was  delivered  to  the  felons  by  the  police, 
under  the  direAtiou  of  the  same  judge,  and  that  thus  richly  furnished 
with  the  spoils  of  our  citizens,  they  were  conveyed  amid  popular  accla- 
mations, ill  sleighs  which  had  been  prepared  for  their  escape,  from  the 
eourt-room,  beyond  the  reach  of  fretjh  pursuit ;  that  the  discharge  of 
tbepiisoaers  was  placed  upon  technical  giound,  now  confessed  to  be  erro- 
neous, equally  in  law  and  in  fact;  that  when  new  warrants  wereisstied, 
the  police  were  dilatory  and  treacherous  in  its  execution,  and  that  all 
efforts  for  the  recapture  of  the  culprits  have  thus  far  beeu  unsuccessful. 
It  is  believed  that  they  iave  already  escaped  from  Canada,  to  find  even 
more  sure  protection  and  favor  in  Kova  Scotia.  It  is  impossible  to  con- 
aider  these  proceedings  as  either  legal,  just,  or  friendly  towards  the 
United  Stat^ 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  just  now  informed  that  Burleigh,  the  pirate 
of  Lake  Erie,  who  was  held  underawarrantof  another  judge  atToronto, 
baa  not  yet  been  set  at  liberty.  But  while  disappointment,  disgust,  and 
regret  on  account  of  the  escape  of  the  felons  at  Montreal  are  expressed 
by  Uie  Canadian  authorities,  and  while  the  expression  is  believed  to  be 
sincere,  yet  we  have  no  authentic  information  that  any  proceedings  have 
been  taken  to  vindicate  the  so-called  neutrality  of  the  British  provinces, 
Of  prevent  repetitiou  of  the  injuries  of  which  we  complained,  other  than 
tbe  unavailing  renewed  pursuit  of  the  offenders  out  of  one  colony  into. 
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another.  .  This  is  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  other  side  of  the  bound- 
ary. On  this  side  there  have  been  intense  feeling  and  energetic  action. 
Congress  has  passed  a  law  anthorizing  the  biiihliug  and  etjuipment  of 
six  st«ani  revenne  cutters  for  ser\"ice  on  tlie  lakes.  The  House  of  Bep- 
reseutativea  has  passed  and  sent  to  the  Seuate  a  bill,  tv hieh  requeste  the 
President  to  give  the  notice  needfiU  for  bringing  to  an  end  the  recipro- 
city treaty.  Mr.  Chandler,  one  of  the  senators  of  Michigan  in  Congress, 
has  submitted  to  the  Senate  resolutions,  of  which  a  copy  is  hereunto 
annexed.  In  submitting  them,  he  discussed  with  severity  and  frankness 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces.  Aeopyof 
his  remarks  is  also  annexed. 

Major  General  Dix,  within  whose  command  the  eastern  part  of  the 
frontier  lies,  without  directions  from  the  War  Department,  issued  and 
promulgated  general  orders,  of  which  a  copy  is  appended.  This  proceed- 
ing, altiiough  it  met  with  general  favor,  was  nevertheless  overruled  and 
modified  by  the  President  in  one  of  its  essential  features.  That  modifi- 
cation appears  in  the  copy  of  a  supplementary  order  of  General  Dix, 
which  is  appended  to  IJiis  dispatch. 

An  order  has  been  made  by  this  department,  directing  that  except  im- 
migrant passengers,  ho  traveler  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  United 
States  Tvithout  a  passi>ort,  signed  and  vis^d  by  an  American  minister  or 
consul.  A  copy  of  this  order  is  annexed.  Thus  it  appears  that  owing 
to  transactions,  for  which  the  United  Stat«s  believe  themselves  perfectly 
irresponsible,  a  crisis  has  been  reached,  which  does  not  suffer  American 
citizens,  living  in  or  near  the  British  boi-der,  to  navigate  the  Irontier  lakes 
and  rivers  in  safety.  Their  treasure  is  not  safe  in  their  vaults,  and  their 
sleep  is  disturbed  by  well-foundetl  appi-ehensions  of  midnight  fire,  rob- 
bery, and  murderdus  aggressions  from  the  British  border  provinces.  Our 
api>eals  and  our  remonstrances  to  her  Majesty's  government  have  not 
gaiued  for  ns  any  assurance  of  greater  security  in  the  future. 

You  will  exercise  yonr  own  discretion  as  to  the  tbrm  and  e^itent  ia 
which  you  will  place  these  facts  and  reflections  before  her  Majesty's  gov- 
emuient.  JSevertbeless,  I  shiUl  pittcure  accurate  information  coiiceming 
the  amount  of  stolen  money,  wliich  was  delivered  by  order  of  Jtidge 
Coursol  to  the  felons  at  Montreal,  and  I  shall  exi)ect  you  to  inform  her 
Mjoesty's  government  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  goveniment  the  owners 
of  that  money  at  St.  Albans  are  entitled  to  restitution  thereof. 

In  all  your  communications  with  Earl  Kussell  you  will  assure  him  that 
this  goveruinent,  while  it  steadily  perseveres  in  seeking  guarantees  for 
our  <)oniestic  peace  and  safety  against  the  invasion  of  border  enemies, 
nevertheless  most  earnestly  desires  and  constantly  aims  to  remain  in 
peace  and  friendship  and  fraternal  intercourse  with  the  British  provinces 
and  with  the  British  empire. 

Just  when  I  was  about  to  submit  the  foregonig  portion  of  this  paper 
to  the  President  for  his  approval,  I  was  favored  by  Mr.  Buroley  Mith  a 
copy  of  a  di8[>atch  which  was  addressed  by  Earl  Kussell  to  Lord  Lyons 
on  the  2(ith  of  November  last.  Lord  Ly<»ns  having  i-eceived  from  me,  for 
his  own  information,  a  copy  of  my  instruction  to  you,  upon  which  your 
note  of  the  23(1  of  November  last  to  Earl  Kussell  was  based,  Lord  Lyons 
very  properly  comnninicnted  that  copy  to  tlie  right  honorable  secretary, 
and  lie  with  equal  projiriety  answered  your  representation  by  the  before- 
mentioned  dispatch,  addi-esscd  to  Lord  Lyons.  In  Lord  Lyons's  at>seuce, 
Mr.  Burnley  has  placed  the  dispatch  in  my  hands.  The  mail  cannot  wait 
for  a  full  consideration  on  my  part  of  Earl  Biissell's  caretul  and  elaborHte 
paiKtr.  I  think,  however,  that  what  his  lordship  has  written  attbrds  no 
reason  for  withholding  from  her  M^esty's  government  the  fiiets,  opiu- 
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ioDS,  aaA  seatiioeDte  which  I  have  snbmittod  in  the  instniction.  Yoa 
Till,  therefore,  mabe  tliem  kiiown  te  Karl  Ktis»ell,  with  an  explanation 
of  the  fai^t  tliat  they  were  prepared,  uot  iu  reply  to  his  lordship's  dis- 
patch to  Lord  LyonS)  bnt  in  anticipation  of  what  he  might  he  pleased  to 
offer. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Peancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  &c.,  <£-c. 


THIETr-EIGHTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 

In  Senate — Wednesday,  Decemher  14, 1864. 

EAIDS  FROM  THE  BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Mr.  Chandler.  Mr.  President,  I  see  in  this  morning's  paper  the  fol- 
lowing annonncemeut : 

"  Toronto,  December  13. — ^The  St.  Albaiia  nutlers  have  been  dia- 
chargeil  for  want  of  jurisdiction.    There,  is  much  exciteiueut." 

I  desire  to  oQer  a  couple  of  resolutions  this  morning  hearing  upon 
Uiia  subject^  one  of  them  particularly ;  but  I  do  not  exi)ect  to  make  the 
Senate  understand  the  state  of  feeling  that  exists  on  the  Canadian  bor- 
der. I  have  a  great  number  of  letters  in  my  possession  from  gentlemen 
tiring  upon  that  border.  In  my  own  city,  which  is  within  musket 
rao^of  the  Canadian  shore,  thousands  of  the  citizens  have  been  under 
aniiM  fur  a  long  time,  and  wo  have  t>een  under  a  continuous  state  of 
alarm  for  fear  of  incendiaries,  murilerers,  burglars,  and  robliers  from  the 
Canadian  frontier.  From  the  announcement  that  I  have  rend  it  would 
seem  to  a]>pear  that  the  Canadian  authorities  have  made  up  their  minds 
to  protect  these  raiders.  As  I  understand  it,a  man  goes  from  the  South 
to  Canada  with  a  commission  purporting  to  be  issued  by  Mr.  Davis, 
enlists  his  raiding  party,  crosses  the  frontier,  muniers,  robs,  bums,  de- 
stroys, retorns  again  to  Canada,  and  is  there  protected  by  the  authorities. 
The  letters  which  I  have  in  my  possession  are  all  bearing  upon  that 
point.  The  one  I  now  hold  in  my  hand  is  from  one  of  our  most  respect- 
aWe  citizens  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  a  gentleman  of  great  wealth,  of  high 
political  and  social  position,  and  who  earnestly  desires  to  avoid  a  didi- 
calty  with  Great  Britain  at  this  time.    He  says : 

"The  anxiety  growing  out  of  the  mist  and  doubt  encircling  every 
nunor  that  reaches  us  is  not  to  be  endured,  and  u)>ou  some  slight 
provocation  one  of  these  days,  regardless  of  neutral  lines,  our  people 
will  l>e  found  in  Canada  engaged  in  some  act  that  the  Canmlian  govern- 
ment will  say  is  wrong,  and,  sooner  or  later,  war  will  be  the  result ;  this 
we  do  not  want." 

Again  he  says : 

"Will  you  give  it  your  attention,  for  I  think  it  involves,  sooner  or 
later,  if  not  properly  heeded,  war  with  England." 

As  1  said  when  I  commenced,  I  have  no  ex|>ectation  of  making  the 
Senate  comprehend  this  state  of  excitement,  this  intense  state  of  til- 
ing which  exists  on  that  border,  Vermont  may,  for  aught  I  know,  quietly 
submit  to  have  her  towns  robbed  and  burned,  and  her  citizens  murdered, 
Ixit  the  yorthwest  will  uot.  The  people  cannot  be  restrained  unless  the 
(Wvemment  takes  prompt  and  immediate  action  upon  this  subject;  and 
1  deaire  to  offer  the  following  resolution  on  the  subject.    It  may  not^ 
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meet  the  .views  of  the  Senat«,  but  I  offer  it  for  the  pnrpose  of  having 
the  suhjeet  referred  to  a  committee ;  and  I  have  another  to  follow  it : 

Whereas,  raids  have  I>een  organized  la  the  Canada^  and  Nova  Scotia, 
and  men  enlisted  in  said  British  provinces  hy  men  purporting  to  hold 
couiinissionet  from  the  rebels  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  and  munlcruig  peaci^able  citizens  of  the  United  States,  of  bunt- 
ing cities  and  villages,  of  piratically  capturing  mer4;haiit  vessels  and 
murdering  their  crews,  being  a  general  system  of  murder,  arson,  rob- 
beries, and  plnnders  of  the  peaceable  and  unarmed  citizens  of  the  United 
States ;  and  whereas  the  people  of  the  British  provinces  seem  disposed 
to  protect  these  thieves,  robbers,  incendiaries,  pirates,  and  murderers, 
not  only  in  their  individual  capacity,  hut  by  the  quibbles  of  the  law: 
Therefore, 

Remlvea,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  directed  to 
inquu%  into  the  exiKjdieney  of  immediately  eidisting  an  army  corps  to 
watch  and  defend  our  t«rritory  bordering  on  the  lakes  and  Canadian 
line  from  all  hostile  demonstrations. 

I  ask  for  the  present  coasideratiou  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JoHKSos.    1  object. 

The  Peksident  pro  tempore.  Objection  is  made,  and  the  resolution 
will  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Chandler.     I  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RECLAMATION  ON  GEEAT  BBITAIN. 

Ml.  Chandler.  I  had  hoped  that  that  resolution  would  pass  unani- 
mously this  morning ;  but  as  it  is  objected  to,  of  course  it  must  lie  over. 
I  now  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Wliereas  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  rebellion  the  United 
States  were  at  peace  with  the  governments  of  the  world,  and  upon  terms 
of  comity  and  good  will  with  Great  Britain ;  and  whereas  that  nation, 
before  the  anival  on  her  soil  of  our  minister  accredited  by  the  adminis- 
tration of  President  Lincoln,  precipitately  acknowledged  the  rebels  as  bel- 
ligerents, thus  recognizing  their  dag  upon  the  oceau,  without  which 
recognition  it  would  have  been  regarded  and  treated  as  piratical  by  all 
other  powers;  and  whereas  she  then  proclaimed  perfect  neutrality  be- 
tween a  republic  with  which  she  had  entertained  friendly  relations  for 
upward  of  half  a  centMy  and  its  treasonable  subjects;  and  whereas 
numbers  of  her  subjects,  with  the  knowledge  of  her  government,  com- 
menced fitting  out  British  tast^sailing  ships,  loaded  with  munitions  of 
war,  for  the  pnrpose  of  runiung  into  our  blockaded  ports  to  the  rebels, 
thus  funiisliing  them  the  means  of  organizing  and  contiuuing  the  rebel- 
lion, and  without  which  it  could  not  have  sustained  itself  six  months ;  and 
whereas,  in  ad<lition  to  the  above,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the  gov- 
ernment, British  subjects  and  memlicrs  of  Parliament  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  piratical  English  ships,  owned  by  British  subjects, 
manned  by  Briti^  seamen,  and  sailing  under  Hrittsh  colors,  for  the  iinr- 
pose  of  burning,  destroying,  and  utterly  dri\Tng  from  tlie  ocean  all 
peaceful  merchant  vessels  sailing  under  the  United  States  flag;  and 
whereas  many  private  and  unarmed  American  ships  have  been  bumetl 
and  destroyed  by  these  pirates  from  British  ports,  thus  causing  great 
loss  and  damage  to  the  citizens  of  the  Unitett  States :  Therefore, 

Mesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  instnicte<l  immediately  to 
make  out  a  list  of  each  ship  and  cargo  thus  destroyed,  with  a  fair  and 
separate  vsluatiou  thereof,  and  interest  thereon  at  th&iato  of  isls  per 
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eent.  per  annnm  from  the  date  of  capture  or  destrnetion  to  the  date  of 
presentation,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  demand  from  the  British  gov- 
erameut  payment  In  Ml  for  all  ships  and  cargoes  destroyed  as  afore- 
said. 

I  aak  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  resolution,  and  move  that  it 
be  referrwl  to  the  Oommittee  on  Commerce, 

The  Peestden T  jjro  tempore.  It  requires  unanimous  consent  to  cou- 
ader  the  resolution  at  the  present  time.    Is  there  objection  f 

Mr,  Johnson.    I  object. 

Tbe  Pbesidest  pro  tempore.    Objection  being  made,  it  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  Ceakdlee.     I  move  that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

[General  Orders  No.  97.] 

Headquaetees  Depaetment  of  the  East, 

ITew  York  City,  December  14, 1864. 

Informntion  having  been  received  at  these  headquarters  that  the  rebel 
marauders  who  were  guilty  of  murder  and  robbeiy  at  St.  Albans  have 
been  discharged  from  aiTest,  and  that  other  enterprises  of  a  like  char- 
acter are  actually  in  preparation  in  Canada,  the  commanding  general 
deems  it  due  to  the  people  of  the  frontier  towns  to  adopt  the  most  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  tor  the  security  of  their  live«  and  property. 

All  military  commanders  on  the  frontiers  are  therefore  instructed, 
in  case  further  acts  of  depredation  and  murder  are- attempted,  whether 
bv  maraaders  or  pei'sous  acting  under  commissions  from  the  rt^bel  au- 
thorities at  Kichmoud,  to  shoot  down  the  perpetrators,  if  possible,  while 
in  the  commission  of  their  crimes;  or,  if  it  be  necessary,  with  a  view  to 
their  capture,  to  cross  tlie  bountlary  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  said  commanders  are  hereby  directed  to  pursue  them  wherever 
they  may  take  refuge,  and  if  captured  they  are  under  no  circumHtances 
to  be  surrendered,  but  are  to  be  sent  to  these  headquart^trs  for  trial  and 
punishment  by  martial  law. 

The  major  geuei'al  commanduig  the  department  will  not  hesitate  to 
exercise  to  the  fullest  extent  the  authority  be  iwssesses,  under  the  rules 
of  law  recognized  by  all  civilized  states,  in  regard  to  persons  organizing 
hostile  esi>editions  withiji  neutral  territory  and  fleeing  to  it  for  an  asy- 
lum after  committing  acts  of  depredation  witliin  our  own,  such  an  e^ier- 
ei«e  of  authority  having  become  indispensable  to  pi-otect  our  cities  and 
towns  from  incendiarism  and  our  i>eople  from  robbery  and  murder. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontier  districts  will 
Abstain  from  all  acts  of  retaliation  on  account  of  tbe  outi'ages  committed 
by  rebel  marauders,  and  that  tbe  proi>er  measures  of  redress  will  be  left 
to  the  action  of  the  public  authorities. 

By  command  of  M;iior  General  J)\x: 

D.  T.  VAK  BUKEN , 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Official: 

WRIGHT  E1VE3, 

Aide-de-Camp. 


^dbyCoogle 
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[General  Orders  No.  100.] 


Headqdaetees  Department  op  the  East, 

ifew  York  Citif,  Jiecember  17,  Wii. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  having  disapproved  of  that  por- 
tion of  department  General  Orders  No.  97,  current  seria'i,  which  instructi) 
all  niilitarj-  commanders  on  the  frontier,  in  certain  cases  therein  siyecifled, 
to  cross  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and 
directs  pursuit  into  neutral  territory,  the  said  instruction  is  hereby 
revoked.  , 

In  case,  therefore,  of  any  fiiture  marauding  expedition  into  onr  t*rri- 
torj-  fi-om  Canada,  militarj'  commanders  on  the  frontiers  will  report  to 
these  headquarters  for  orders  before  crossiJig  the  boundaiy  line  in  pur- 
suit of  the  guilty  parties. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VANBUBEN, 
Colonel  and  Asssintant  Adjutant  Qeneral. 
Official: 

G.  VON  EICKSTEDT, 

Aide-deCam]/. 


genekai,  esstetrctions  in  regard  to  passports. 

Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  1, 1864. 

Citizens  of  the  United  States  visiting  foreign  countries  are  liable  to 
serious  inconvenience  if  unprovided  with  authentic  proof  of  tbeir  national 
character.  Their  best  safeguanl  is  a  passport  from  this  department, 
certifying  the  bearer  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  Passports 
are  issued  upon  application,  supported  by  proof  of  citizenship. 

On  all  suhseyuent  occasions  a  simple  reference  to  the  number  and 
date  of  passport  .will  be  sufllcient 

When  the  applicant  is  a  native  titizen  of  the  United  States,  he  must 
transmit  an  affidavit  of  this  fact,  signed  by  him,  statiJig  his  age  and 
place  of  birth,  and  sworn  to  by  himself  and  one  other  citizen  of  the 
United  States  named  therein,  to  whom  he  is  personally  knovvn,  and  to 
the  best  of  whose  knowledge  and  belief  the  declaration  made  by  him  is 
true.  This  affidavit  must  be  attested  by  a  jiotary  public,  under  his  sig- 
nature and  seal  of  office.  When  there  is  no  notsiry  in  the  place,  the 
affida\'it  may  be  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  officer 
authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

If  the  applicant  be  a  naturalized  citi^n,  his  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion must  be  transmitted  for  Lnst>eetion,  It  will  be  returned  with  the 
passport.  The  widow  or  the  children  of  a  natiuralized  citizen  must  trans- 
'  wit  the  certificate  of  the  naturalization  of  the  husband  or  the  father, 
stating  under  oath  that  they  are  audi  widow  or  children. 

The  application  should  be  accompanied  by  a  description  of  tlie  person, 
stating  the  following  i>articular3,  viz:  Age,  years;  stature, 

feet,  inches,  (English  measure;)  forehead,  ;  eyes,  ;  nose, 

;    mouth,  ;  chin,  ;  hair,  ;   complexion  ; 

face, 

When  the  applicant  is  to  be  accompanied  by  his  wife,  children,  or  ser- 
vants, it  will  be  sufficient  to  state  the  names  aud  ages  of  such  persons, 
and  tbeir  relationship  to  the  applicants  ,-.  , 

D,„iz.db,Ct.003lc 
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Persons  who  leave  the  conntry  expecting  to  obtain  passports  while 
abroad  from  the  diplomatic  or  consular  agents  of  tbe  United  States  are 
liable  to  diaappointment,  inasmuch  as  it  is  tbe  duty  of  those  agents  not 
to  ([rant  documenfoi  of  that  churaeter,  except  to  persona  who  are  cer- 
tainly kuonn  to  be  entitled  to  them ;  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult,  if  not 
uopracticable,  to  procure  proof  of  this  fact  in  a  foreigu  country. 

Certificates  of  citizenship  or  passports  issued  by  State  authorities,  or 
by  jadicial  or  municipal  functionaries  of  the  United  States,  are  not 
recognized  by  the  officers  of  forei)i;n  governments;  and  by  the  twenty- 
thini  sectjon  of  the  act  of  Congress  a|>proved  on  the  18th  of  August, 
ISaii,  it  is  made  penal  for  such  authorities  and  functionaries  to  issue  such 
paaxpoFts. 

liVlien  husband,  wife,  and  minor  cliildreu  expect  to  travel  together,  a 
single  j)assport  for  the  whole  will  suffice.  For  auy  other  person  in  tbe 
party  a  separate  passjwrt  will  be  required. 

A  new  passport  will  be  expected  to  be  taken  out  by  every  person  wlien- 
ever  he  or  she  may  leave  the  United  States,  and  eveiy  passiwi-t  must  be 
renewed,  either  at  this  department  or  at  a  legation  or  consulate  abroad, 
withm  one  year  from  its  date. 

Five  dolhirs  tax,  as  imposed  by  law,  will  be  required  in  United  States 
cnrreDcy  with  each  application. 


Department  of  State, 

Washington,  Jkeember  17, 1804. 

The  President  directs  that,  except  immigrant  passengers  directly  enter- 
iog  an  American  port  by  sea,  henceforth  no  traveler  shall  be  allowed  to 
enter  the  United  States  from  a  foreign  countiy  without  a  passport.  If 
a  citizen,  the  passport  must  be  from  this  department,  or  from  some 
United  States  minister  or  consid  abroad ;  and  if  an  alien,  from  the  com- 
petent authority  of  his  own  country ;  the  passport  to  be  countersigned 
by  a  diplomatic  agent  or  consul  of  the  United  States, 

This  regulation  is  intended  to  apply  especially  to  persons  proposing  to 
come  to  the  United  States  from  the  neighboring  British  provinces.  Its 
observance  will  bo  strictly  enforced  by  all  officers,  civU,  military,  and 
naval,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  tbe  State  and  lunnicipal 
aatborities  are  requested  to  aid  in  its  execution.  It  is  expected,  how- 
ever, that  no  immigrant  passenger,  coming  in  manner  aforesaid,  will  be 
ohsirncted,  or  any  other  persons  who  may  set  out  on  their  way  hither 
befoie  intelligence  of  this  regulation  could  reasonably  be  expected  to 
reach  the  country  firom  which  they  may  have  started. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

I.  Passports  for  Canada  and  tbe  adjoining  British  provinces  axe  issued 
for  one  year,  and  need  not  be  surrendered  within  that  period, 

II.  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  desirous  of  visiting  Canada,  may  take 
out  their  passports  either  from  United  States  consulates,  or  from  this 
department. 

III.  United  States  consular  agents  are  authorized  to  issue  passports, 
and  may  countersign  those  of  foreigners. 

IV.  Travelers  making  transit  through  Canada,  from  one  American 
port  to  another  American  port,  must  procure  passports. 

V.  Persons  residing  near  the  line,  who  desire  to  cross  and  re<ax>8S  daily, 
in  pursuit  of  their  usual  avocations,are  "travelers  "in  the  contemplation 
of  the  order,  and  must  provide  themselves  with  passports.    ,    C.fioolc 
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YI.  FemaleB  and  miaor  cbildren,  traveling  alone,  are  inolnded  in  tlie 
order.  When,  howcTer,  faiiBband,  wife,  and  minor  children  travel  to- 
gether, a  single  passport  for  the  whole  will  8affi<^  For  any  other  person 
in  the  party  a  separate  passport  will  be  required. 

TIL  Bhould  any  ireraon,  native  or  foreign,  clandestinely  enter  the 
United  States  in  derogation  of  the  order,  the  fact  should  be  reported  to 
the  military  authorities  of  the  district. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  I>eeffmber  19, 1864 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  cotDinuiiicatc,  for  your  information,  a  copy 
of  an  instruction  of  this  department  of  the  6th  instant,  and  of  its  iuclos- 
ures,  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams,  United  States  minister  at  London,*  on 
the  subject  of  certain  intercepted  correspondence  of  insurgents  residing 
in  Canada. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obe<Iient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HtTtE  BURNLET,  ESQ.,  cfec,  tfcc.,  tOc 


Mr.  Buml^  to  Mr,  SeicariL 

Washdsoton,  Deeemher  21, 1864. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
19th  instant,  and  of  its  inclosures,  relative  to  certain  intercepted  cor- 
respondence from  persons  residing  in  Canada. 

I  beg  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  have  this  day  forwarded  to  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada  copies  of  your  communication,  and 
that  I  will  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  to  make  her  Majesty's 
government  acquainted  with  the  information  which  is  contained  therein. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURSLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  c&c,  &c.,  tGc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depabtmeht  of  State, 

Washington,  Decen^er  21, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  authorities,  that  by  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  from  the 
United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  I  have  been  apprised  of  the  existence 
of  a  piratical  organization,  consisting  of  about  three  hundred  persons, 
which  ha*  been  formed  for  the  purjioae  of  seizing,  plondering,  or  deatroy- 
ing,  or,  where  it  may  be  practicable,  of  appropriating  steamers  and  other 

*     ['Seeinstraction,  No.  II83,  to  Mr.  Aduiu,  DeMpil^  ^  1^6^^t4.i|^' 
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vessels  betongiog  to  citizens  of  the  Unit«d  Sbites  ftt  different  points 
alon^  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  coasts,  and  on  lakes  situated  between  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  The  consul  states  that  this  body  of  desper- 
adoes nil}  separate  into  smaller  parties  and  operate  at  different  points ; 
that  a  portion  of  the  band  wiil  Temain  at  Kassan ;  that  several  persons 
belon^ng  to  the  organization  have  pretended  commissions  fi'om  the 
itMalled  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  insurgents  in  arms  against  this 
government;  that  some  of  the  parties  connected  with  this  organization 
fcfl  Halifax  recently  in  tlie  steamer  Aeadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and 
Havana;  that  Brainc,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders  engaged  in  the  seiz- 
ure of  the  steamers  Chesapeake  and  Soanoke,  waa  at  Halifax  two  or 
three  days  before  the  consular  dispatch  referred  to  was  written;  and 
that  he  left  nnder  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau ;  that  Mc- 
Donald, who  was  associated  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, IS  said  to  be  in  Canada,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

»  WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

J.  Hume  Bcenlet,  Esq.,  &o.,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

So.  141.]  COHSULATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Sali/ax,  Nova  SeotiOj  December  13, 1864. 

StB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  an  organization  of  rebels 
has-been  formed,  consisting  of  at  least  three  huudred  persons,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  seicing,  plundering,  destroying,  and,  where  practicable, 
appropriating  American  steamers  and  other  vessels  at  different  points 
along  the  Atlantic  and  Piicifio  coasts,  and  on  the  upper  lakes. 

The  main  object  of  these  pirates  will  be  to  seize  vessels  having  large 
UDonuts  of  money  on  hand.  This  body  of  desi>eradoes  will  separate  in 
smaller  parties  and  operate  at  different  points.  Their  base  of  operations 
and  headqnarters  will  hereafter  be  at  Havana,  at  which  place  tbcy  wUl 
be  supplied  with  money,  and  such  arms  and  other  means  as  may  be 
necessary  to  facilitate  their  operations.  A  portion  of  the  company  will 
probably  remain  at  Nassau;  another  portion  will  proceed  from  Havana 
to  Vera  Craz,  and  another  portion  to  California,  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
cepting and  seizing  the  Pacific  mail  steamers. 

Those  steamers  carrying  the  largest  amounts  of  money  will  be  the  spe- 
cial objects  of  attack.  Several  persons  belonging  to  the  organization 
have  commissions  from  die  rebel  secretary  of  the  uavy.  Some  of  the 
parties  connected  with  tbe  piratical  gang  left  here  last  week  in  tbe 
steamer  Acadie,  which  sailed  for  Nassau  and  Havana,  and  which  steamer, 
it  is  said,  will  proceed  from  Havana  to  Vera  Cruz. 

Lieutenant  Braine,  one  of  the  piratical  leaders,  and  who  was  connected 
Tith  the  seizure  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Koanoke,  and  who  has  a  com- 
misfflon  from  the  rebel  goventment,  was  here  two  or  three  days  ago  in 
disguise,  and  left  under  an  assumed  name  in  a  schooner  for  Nassau. 
McDonald,  who  was  connected  with  Braine  in  the  seizure  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, is  said  to  be  in  Canada^  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Consvi. 

Hon.  P.  W.  SEtfAED,  /^  -         I 

Aniatmt  Secretary  of  State,  DignzedbyCjOOglC 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 


No.  840.1 


SiB:  III  eouueetion  with  your  dispatch  No.  11G4,  of  the  29th  of  Ho- 
TCtiiber,  I  have  tlie  liouor  iiow  to  tmnsniit  copies  of  a  letter  addressed 
by  Die  to  Lord  liussell  on  tlic  12th,  and  of  his  lordship*s  reply  of  the  ll>th 
iiistaut,  relative  to  Geueral  Uix's  report  of  the  hostile  movements  iu 
Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FltAKClS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

{Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rwssell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  12, 1864. 

Jtr  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  at  Washington,  by  the 
officer  lioldiug  the  chief  command  iu  the  military  departmeut  embracing 
the  northern  frontier  of  the  United  States.  I  have  already  been  called 
upon  to  enter  so  fully  into  the  argument  connected  with  this  subject, 
that  1  deem  it  superfluous  on  the  present  occasion  to  do  more  than  to 
furnish  this  paper  as  an  additional  illustration. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  inost 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  £c.,  &c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Dana  to  Mr.  Seward. 

War  Depaetment, 
Washington  City,  November  25, 1864. 
Sib  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  transmit  for  your  informa- 
tion the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dix  relative  to  the 
disturbed  condition  of  the  northern  ft-ontiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sfr,  your  obedient  servant, 

"     ' .  DAKA, 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Aasiabint  Secretary  of  War, 


Major  Qmerdl  Dix  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

Headquarters  Dbpabtueht  of  the  East, 

S'eu)  York  City,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  following  reliable  information :    There  are  about  forty- 
rebels  in  MaiysbuTg,  Prince  Ildwaxd's  County,  Cana^,  on  the  north 
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Bide  of  laike  Oatario,  and  Dorthweat  of  Oswego.  They  drill  regalarly 
aboul  three  times  a  week,  and  are  armed  with  revolvers.  They  board 
vitb  the  farmers  in  the  Deighborhood,  sefem  to  have  plenty  of  money, 
and  eay  they  belong  to  John  Morgan's  corps.  These  orgsnizations  for 
hoatile  puqx>8es,  on  Canadian  soil,  are  so  plainly  in  violation  of  all  the 
obligations  of  nentrality,  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  willingness  of  the 
Canadiaii  authorities  to  put  an  end  to  them  on  proper  notice. 

There  are  some  indications  of  ret^ation  on  the  part  of  our  citizena 
aloDg  the  frontier,  ou  account  of  the  outrages  on  the  Detroit  Eiver  and 
at  Sl  Albans;  and  I  think  the  publication  of  my  report  in  regard  to 
the  fonner  would  have  a  salHtary  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  line. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  PIS, 
Major  Qetwral,  New  York. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of ,  War, 

Earl  ButseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOKBiQN  Office,  December  16, 18G4. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  12th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  of  the  United  States,  by  the  officer  holding  the  chief  command 
in  the  military  department  embracing  the  northern  frontier  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  respecting  the  organization  of  a  party  of  persons  in  Canada, " 
a)qiarently  with  a  view  of  hostile  operations  ^gainst  the  territory  of 
the  Uuited  States. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's 
^vemmeut  is  very  seriously  directed  to  the  means  of  preventing  such 
inroads  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States  as  that  which  is  commonly 
known  by  tlie  name  of  the  St.  Albans  raid. 

If  it  sboold  appear  that  the  persons  concerned  in  such  inroads  are  for 
any  reason  not  subject  to  extradition,  they  and  others  must  iu  some  way 
be  effectnally  prevented  irom.  committing  similar  offenses  against  a 
neighboring  state. 

But  I  need  scarcely  point  ont  to  you  that  any  invasion  of  the  Canada 
territor>'  from  the  Untt«d  States  would  excite  hostile  feelings  in  Canada 
against  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  might  prove  extremely  in- 
jorions  to  the  pacific  relations  between  the  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Fsancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  t&e. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

■Washingtoit,  December  24, 1864. 
Sra :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  8th  instant,  and  to  previous 
eonespondeQCO  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  steiuner  Oeorgiaua,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copies  of  a  dispatch  which, 
I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  by 
vbich  yon  will  perceive  that  the  Canadian  government  is  fully  alivevtel,. 
6  A  c — VOL.  n  i^ 
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tlie  importance  of  preventing  the  formation  of  any  plans  hoetUe  to  the 
Uniteil  States  on  British  soil. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WnjAAM.  H.  Sewabd,  <£«.,  t^.,  t&o. 


Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  £umlej/. 

GoTBENMBNT  HOUSE,  Qw^>ee,  Deeember  17, 1864 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  dispatch 
of  the  11th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the  movements  of  the 
steamer  Georgiana,  and  to  other  proceedings  reported  to  be  on  foot  in 
Canada  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  request  that  yon  will  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  Canadian 
government  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation 
of  any  plans  hostile  to  the  Uliited  States  on  British  soil,  and  has  taken 
stringent  measures  to  that  cud,  both  of  a  civil  and  military  character. 
I  am,  &c,  &C., 

MONCK. 
J.  Huu£  Bubni;by,  Esq.,  «£c.,  i&Cf  &c. 


Mr.  BumUy  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Memorandum .  ] 

Belative  to  the  apprehenclecl  attempts  of  persons  hostile  to  the  United 
States  from  Canada,  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  that  he  has  taken 
measures  for  the  prevention  of  snch  acts,  by  the  establishment  of  a  de- 
tective jwlice  force,  under  special  stipendiary  magistrates,  along  the 
border  between  Canada  and  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

Viscount  Monck  has  also  called  out  for  permanentdutya  stroDgforce 
of  the  volunteer  militia,  who  are  to  be  stationed  on  the  frontier  line. 

These  measures  Viscount  Monck  hopes  will  effectnaUy  prevent  any 
such  attempts  as  those  alluded  to. 

Beitish  Legation,  Washington,  December  26, 1864. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washington,  December  28, 1864, 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  13th  December,  relative  to 
the  alleged  manufacture  of  what  is  known  as  "  Greek  fire,"  for  use  in 
attempts  to  bum  cities  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  irom  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yom'  most 
obedient,  humble  servant^ 

J.  HUME  BUHNLBY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  (Co.,  t£e.,  dc.  OooqIc 
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Viseount  Monek  to  Mr.  Bumleg. 

Quebec,  Decmher  20, 1864 
Sib:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  dispatch 
and  inclosares  relative  to  the  alleged  manatkctare  at  Windsor  of  "  Greek 
fire,"  for  nse  in  attempts  to  hum  cities  in  the  United  States. 

Is  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  take  immediate  meas- 
ures to  have  the  truth  of  this  allegation  investigated,  and  should  it 
prove  weU  founded  I  will  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  within  my 
power  to  defeat  the  objects  of  tiiose  engaged  in  the  manufactore. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MOSCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  Esq.,  &c.y  &c.,  d;e. 

Mr.  Buml^  to  Mr.  Smeard. 

Washihgtow,  December  28, 1864. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  14th  instant,  relating  to  sua- 
piciona  entertained  that  two  vessels  in  conrse  of  construction  in  Mon- 
treal are  intended  to  be  employed  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  - 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  copy  of  a  dis- 
pateh  which  I  have  received  from  the  governor  genend  of  Canada,  by 
which  you  will  peroeive  that  his  excellency  will  cause  an  investigatiou 
to  be  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBMLET. 
Hon.  WniiAM  H,  Sewaed,  tfco.,  &e.,  &c. 

Viscount  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  Decanber  22, 1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
tiie  15th  instant,  with  its  inclosures,  respecting  two  vessels  now  building 
at  Montreal,  alleged  to  be  for  the  naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confed- 


In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  will  cause  the  suspicious 
circtunstances  connected  with  these  vessels  to  be  strictly  investigated, 
and  will  be  guided  in  my  actions  by  the  fiicts  which  may  be  elicited. 

I  may  add  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  immediate  danger  from  these 
vessels,  as  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  now  closed  for  the  sea- 
sou,  and  it  is  impossible  that  these  vessels  can  leave  Montreal  for  the 
next  fonr  or  five  months. 
I  have,  &0.,  &&, 

MONCK. 

J.  HUUE  BUBHLET,  Esq.,  «£o.,  <£c.,  <£c. 

Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depaktmbkt  of  State, 

Washington,  Becember  29, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  sincere  gratification,  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  24th,  which  is  accompani^  by  a  copy  of  a 
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diapatcli  of  the  ITtli  instant,  addressed  to  you  by  his  excellency  the 
governor  general  of  Canada,  in  wliich,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  tbe 
steamer  Georgian,  it  is  stated  that  the  Canadian  government  is  My 
alive  to  the  importance  of  preventing  the  formation  of  any  plans  hos- 
tile to  the  United  States  on  British  soil,  and  that  it  has  taken  stringent 
measures  to  that  end,  both  of  a  civil  aud  militarj'  character. 

I  beg  you  to  convey  to  his  excellency  an  expression  of  the  high  appre- 
ciation entertained  by  this  government  of  the  friendly  spirit  which  he 
has  tnauil'ested,  and  of  the  judicious  measures  which  bo  has  adopted, 
with  a  view  to  tbe  preservation  of  the  neatrality  of  her  M^esty'e  prov- 
inces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

J.  Hume  Buenlet,  Esq.,  »fcc,  (6c.,  t£c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  BumUi/. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Waihinffton,  Dec^her  30, 1864. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  her  Mtyesty's 
■  government,  a  copy  of  depositions  which  were  communicated  to  me  on 
the  22d  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Jacob  Thompson,  an 
insurgent  enemy  of  the  United  States  in  Canada,  and  to  those  of  one 
Hok-ombe  and  others,  in  organizing,  aiding,  and  abetting  hostile  expe- 
ditions against  the  United  States.  I  will  thank  you  to  communicate  the 
information  to  his  excellency  Yiscount  Mouck,  but  I  must  request  you 
to  cause  the  names  of  the  deponents  to  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WTT.TJAM  H.  SEWAIED. 
J.  Hume  Bubklbt,  Esq.,  tfec,  &c.,  &c. 


Col,  8weet  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Headquaetees  Post  Camp  Douglas, 

Chicago,  HI,  December  ti2,  1864. 
Sib  :  At  the  request  of  Hon.  Charles  S.  Wilson,  editor  of  the  Chicago 
Evening  Journal,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  affidavits  of 
Maorice  Langhom,  of  Kentucky,  and  John  Mangham,  an  intelligent 
young  Englishman,  of  Windsor,  Canada,  both  of  which  show  tbat  Mr. 
Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  probably  originated,  certainly  abetted, 
the  two  rebel  raids  lately  attempted,  the  first  in  August  last,  at  the  time 
of  the  Chicago  convention ;  the  second  on  the  8th  of  November,  at  the 
time  of  the  presidential  election,  on  Chicago  and  Camp  Douglas,  aod 
both  of  which  were  to  have  .been  assisted  by  the  Sons  of  laberty  of 
Illinois  and  other  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  SWEET, 

Col.  ConC^g  JPoaU 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

S^aar,  of  State.  „„„.,„GoOglc 
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United  States  op  Amebica, 

Northern  district  Illinois,  city  of  Chicago: 

1,  John  Maogbam,  of  Windsor,  Canada  West,  aged  twenty-two  years, 
and  by  occnpatioa  a  bank  clerk  and  teller,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  do 
depose  and  say :  That  some  time  in  the  mouth  of  May  or  Jttne^864, 
while  acting  as  a  bank  clerk  In  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  at  Wind- 
sor, Canada  West,  I  became  acqnaintcd  ^th  a  man  who  seemed  to  be 
aboQt  fifty  years  of  age;  was  introdneed  to  him  at  the  Harons  Houae 
in  Windsor,  by  whom  I  do  not  remember,  as  Captain  Carson.  About 
tiie  time  of  my  first  acC|naintanee  with  this  man  he  received,  £rom  some 
person  unknown  to  me,  a  large  snni  of  money,  througb  the  Bank  of 
Upper  Canada,  in  a  scaled  package.  I  saw  him  not  more  than  once  or 
twice  again  till  the  25th  of  August  following,  when  I  met  him  at  Toron- 
to, Canada,  and  then  and  there  learned  that  his  true  name  was  Jacob 
TbompsoD,  and  tliat  he  was  from  the  southern  and  rebel  States  of  the 
United  States. 

At  Toronto,  Canada,  about  the  25th  or  26th  day  of  August,  1864, 1 
became  acquainted  with  a  man  then  calling  himself  and  passing  under 
the  name  of  Clay  Wilson,  but  who  has  since  been  known  to  me  a«  Captain 
B.  J.  Oastleman,  of  Kentucky  and  the  rebel  army,  who  is  now  impris- 
oned  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  where  I  visited  him  on  the  8th  day  of  * 
October,  1804,  after  his  arrest. 

At  the  time  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Wilson,  otherwise  Cap- 
tain Castleman,  namely,  about  the  25th  or  26th  of  August,  aforesaid,  I 
nnderstDod  an  expedition  was  being  fitted  out  at  Toronto,  Canada,  to 
go  south;  that  Dr.  Hunter,  since  known  to  meas  Captain  Hines,  of  the 
rebel  army,  Colonel  Ben.  Nicholson,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Wilson,  otherwise 
Captain  Castleman,  Maurice  Langbom,  and  men  named  Leslie,  Bell, 
Wasson,  and  other^  were  to  take  part  in  the  expedition. 

It  was  arranged  that  I  should  remain  at  Toronto  after  the  departure 
of  the  expedition,  and  carry  ten  thousand  dollars  to  Captain  Castleman,  at 
Chicago.  I  do  not  remember  what  day  the  expedition  left  Toronto,  but 
think  very  soon  after.  I  do  not  know  what  the  strength  of  the  expedi- 
tion was,  but  afterwards  understood  that  the  expedition  was  to  have 
been  assisted  in  its  real  object  by  persons  in  Chicago. 

On  Tnesday,  the  30th  day  of  August,  1864,  in  the  office  of  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  Toronto,  Canada,  Jacob  Thompson  gave  me  ten  thousand  dollars 
in  United  States  currency,  greenbacks,  all  in  bills  of  the  denomination 
of  five  hundreel  dollars,  with  instructions  to  deliver  the  same  to  Wilson, 
otherwise  Capt.  Castleman,  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  I  left  Toronto  on  the 
satae  day,  arrived  at  Chica^  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  August, 
186i,  and  delivered  the  money,  as  had  been  directed,  to  Capt.  Castleman. 
At  Chicago  I  learned  that  the  expedition  was  a  failiu^.  I  met  Captain 
Castleman  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  soon  after,  and 
np  to  the  time  of  his  arrest  at  Sullivan,  Indiana,  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1864,  acted  as  a  messenger  for  him.  I  afterwards  saw  Dr. 
Hnnter,  othenrise  Capt.  Hines,  on  the  3d  day  of  October,  1864,  at  Pana, 
nitnoiM,  and  thereafter  a«ted  as  a  messenger  for  him. 

On  the  1st  day  of  Novembier,  1864,  under  instructions  from  Captain 
Hines  to  go  to  Kentucky  and  find  Colonel  Jessie,  a  Kentucky  guerilla, 
and  ask  him  to  send  as  many  men  of  his  command  as  possible  to  Capt. 
Hines,  at  Chicago,  to  arrive  there  as  soon  as  the'  8th  of  November,  I 
left  Chicago  and  went  via  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Iiexington,  Kentucky, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Drennen,  found  Col.  Jessie,  delivered  the  message, 
and  he  promised  to  send  the  men.  •  . 

I  also  gave  him,  by  direction  of  Captain  Hines,  eleven  hundrefltdlfll-C 
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lars  to  pay  expenses,  and  returned,  via  IndianapoliB,  iDdiana,  to  Chi- 
cago, where  oii  the  evening  of  the  16th  da;  of  Ifovember,  1864, 1  was 
arrested. 

J.  MANGHAM. 

United  States  of  Awerica, 

Iforthem  District  of  Illinois : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1864,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  John  Man^am,  who,  being  by  me  first  duly 
sworn,  did  declare  and  say  that  the  contents  of  tlie  foregoing  statement 
by  him  subscribed  are  true. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  at  Chicago,  this  23d  December,  A. 
D.  1864. 

[L.  s.]  PHILIP  A.  HOYNE, 

United  8tat4a  Commissioner  N^orthem  District  Illinois. 


United  States  of  Amebioa, 

Northern  District  of  IlliTWis,  City  of  CJiicago : 
I,  Maurice  Laughom,  of  Marysville,  Kentucky,  aged  twenty-six  years, 
and  formerly  a  member  of  company  B,  fi^  Kentucky  rebel  cav^rj', 
Colonel  D.  Howard  Smith,  being  didy  sworn,  on  oath  do  say  that,  on  or 
about  the  17th  day  of  June,  1364, 1  went  to  Windsor,  Canada  West ; 
that  very  soon  alter  my  arrival  I  saw  a  man  who  passed  under  the  name 
of  Carson,  but  whose  real  name  is  Colonel  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Missis- 
sippi, formerly  Becretaxy  of  the  Interior,  under  Mr.  Buchanan.  ■  I  saw 
Mr.  Thompson  in  Washiugton  City,  during  the  time  that  he  was  Secre- 
tary of  the  Int«rior,  and  at  JSichmond  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  present 
rebellion,  and  know  him  to  be  the  saqie  man.  Mr.  Thompson  did  not 
remain  at  Windsor  long  after  my  arrival,  but  established  his  headquar- 
tfirs  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  at  Toronto,  Canada.  About  the  2i!>th  or  26th 
of  August,  1S64,  at  Windsor,  Canada,  Colonel  Ben.  Anderson,  for- 
merly of  tMrd  rebel  Kentucky  regiment,  told  me  that  some  expedi- 
tion was  afoot  for  the  benefit  of  the  confederate  government  against 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  same  was  to  be  fitted  out  and  start  from 
Toronto,  gave  me  a  free  ticket  to  Toronto,  and  proposed  to  me  to  join. 
I  assented,  and  went  with  him  to  Toronto,  where  we  met  with  Jacob 
Thompson,  Captain  Gastleman  of  Morgan's  command.  Dr.  B.  F.  Smith, 
assistant  surgeon  fourth  rebel  Kentucky  cavalry,  and  John  Manghani, 
who  had  been  a  bank  clerk  with  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  at  Wind- 
sor. It  had  been  arranged  and  agreed  upon  that  an  expedition  com- 
posed of  rebel  soldiers,  escaped  prisoners  and  ofBcei's,  to  number,  as  was 
said,  two  to  three  hundred  men,  should  proceed  bo  Chicago,  Illinois,  for 
the  purpose  of  releasing  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Dougl^.  We 
were  informed  that  at  Chicago  assistance  would  be  received  from  men 
who  would  go  there,  under  cover  of  attending  the  Chicago  convention, 
from  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  New  York,  and  Penn- 
sylvania, to  the  number  of  from  2,500  to  4,000,  who  would  be,  like  our- 
selves, armed.  The  party  was  to  divide,  and  go  on  by  different  routes. 
On  the  26th  day  of  August,  Colonel  Bei^.  Anderson,  Dr.  Smith, 
William  E.  Bell,  and  myself,  started  for  Chicago,  and  arrived  there  on 
the  morning  of  the  28th  of  August.  We  were  directed  to  stop  at  tlie 
Bichmond  House.  At  Chicago  we  met  Colonel  6.  St.  Leger  GrenfeU, 
Captain  Castleman,  Captain  Huies,  Captain  George  Keister,  Captain 
Gantrill,  Captain  Drake,  and  eight  or  t«u  others,  all  officera  of  the  rebel 
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tiay,  and  a  good  many  rebel  soldiers,  all  in  citizens'  dress  and  armed 
willi  pistolfi.  At  Chioago  we  met  Cliarles  Walsh  of  that  city,  who  said 
tbfie  vaa  a  secret  organization  tliere  to  assist  us.  Ou  the  29th  day  of 
Aa^st,  in  the  evening,  I  went  t«  Walsh's  honse,  near  Camp  Douglas, 
ind  found  a  large  nnmber  of  arms  there,  and  three  rebel  soldiers  who 
liad  been  there  a  week,  making  cartridges.  My  business  there  was  to 
show  them  how  to  make  them.  Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  authori- 
ties at  Gamp  Douglas  our  expedition  failed,  and  the  officers  and  men 
separated,  some  going  to  Canada,  and  others  to  southern  Illinois  and 
Indiana  to  organize  and  drill  copperheads  for  a  grand  uprising  in  the 
ITorUi.    I  returned  to  Windsor,  Canada. 

Afterwards,  about  the  9th  or  10th  of  September,  on  the  application  of 
some  persons  belonging  to  the  confederate  army,  I  visited  Jacob  Tbom)>- 
KD,  at  Toronto,  to  obtain  an  outfit,  arms,  and  clothing  for  them,  as  well 
as  transportation  to  go  thrpugh,  some  by  the  way  of  Hali&x  and  Bcr- 
mada  to  run  the  blockade  to  Wilmington,  aud  others  through  the  lines 
inEentncky.  I  saw  bim  at  his  rooms  at  tlie  Queen's  Hotel.  Hetold 
me  that  he  had  furnished  Captain  Hines  with  $23,000  to  release  the 
prisoners  at  Camp  Douglas,  and  in  the  event  of  failure  to  carry  men 
with  him  through  the  rebel  lines,  and  that  he  could  not  furnish  more 
iKHieyor  another  outfit  to  send  the  same  men  tlirough.  He  said  he  had 
fimds  in  hia  hands  to  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
expeditions  to  injure  the  United  States  and  benefit  the  southern  States, 
bat  that  Holcombe  had  means  to  establish  agencies,  and  operate  to  send 
wbel  soldiers  through  the  lines,  and  tliat  my  application  should  be  made 
to  Holcombe. 

I  know  Colonel  Grenfeil,  Captain  Caatrill,  Captain  Hines,  Charles 
Walsh,  and  many  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  raid  on  Chicago  and 
Camp  Donglas,  about  the  6th  of  November,  1864,  and  that  they  are  the 
Bame  persons  who  were  a  part  of  the  expedition  at  the  time  of  the  Chi- 
cago convention. 

Ifiirther  depose  and  say  that,  desiring  to  renew  my  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  government,  1  received  through  Colonel  B,  H.  Hill,  com- 
mtuding  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  a  safe  condu<!t  to  Washington  City,  had 
an  interview  with  Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  and  took  the  oath  of  alle- 
piAce  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  18G4 ;  returned  to  Michigan,  from 
Hicliigan  to  Illinois,  and  went  to  Chicago  with  intention  to  locate,  arriv- 
ing several  days  before  the  election,  on  the  8th  day  of  November.  Soon 
after  my  arrival  I  became  aware  of  the  presence  of  rebel  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  the  city,  ascertained  their  objects,  and  immediately  went  to 
Camp  Douglas  and  informed  Colonel  Sweet,  commanding  post,  and  have 
BDce  that  dme  been  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  govemmen-. 
HDder  orders  of  Colonel  Sweet,  in  identifying  and  arresting  officers,  sol- 
diers, and  others  connected  with  the  raid.    And  further  deponent  saith 

M.  LANGHORN, 

^obscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  Chicago,  Illinois,  this  19th  day  of 
December,  A.  D.  1864. 

PHILIP  A.  HOYNB, 
U.S.  Commistioner 2forthem  J>utriot lUimis. 

UniBD  States  of  America, 

Xor^ern  District  of  Illinois : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D. 
1^  at  Chicago,  Illiaois,  Maurice  Langhorn,  and  be,  being  by  me  first 
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duly  sworn,  did  declare  and  say  that  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  state- 
ment are  true.    In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
official  seal,  at  Obicago,  the  19th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  lS(i4. 
[L.  S.J  PHILIP  A.  HOYNE, 

United  States  CommMgioner  Sortlum  Diefyict  lUinoia. 


Mr.  Buml^  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  30, 1864. 

Sib  :  On  the  19th  instant  you  did  me  the  honor  to  forward  to  me  cer- 
tain intercepted  correspondence  from  pereons  hostile  to  the  United 
States  residing  in  Canada,  and  which  I  communicated  without  delay  to 
his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Cauada. 

Hia  excellency  now  rec|.ueetB  me  to  state  to  yon  that  it  appears  both 
to  himself  and  to  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Crown  in  Canada  that  this 
correspondence  might  be  made  the  ground  of  an  indictment  against  the 
persons  implicated  in  it  if  the  clue  jSforded  in  some  of  the  letters  to  their 
identification  could  be  followed  up. 

Whatever  information  can  be  procured  on  the  subject  will  be  gladly 
received  by  the  governor  general,  who  will  lose  no  time  in  putting  in 
operation  the  necessary  means  for  the  detention  and  punishment  of  per- 
sons who  have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  soil  against  the  neutrality  of 
her  Majesty's  dominions,  sbonld  it  be  found  possible  to  reach  them  by 
legal  process. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient:  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  (fee.,  Ac,  <ie. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  846.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lowlon,  December  30, 1S64. 
SiE :  In  consequence  of  the  reception  of  your  dispatches  Nos.  1183, 
1186,  and  1189,  I  decided  to  ask  an  interview  with  Lord  Bussell.  I  pre- 
fen-ed  to  take  this  course  rather  than  to  make  tlie  papers  the  subject  of 
successive  ^vritten  communications.  His  lordship  received  me  on  Wed- 
nesday at  the  Foreign  OfSce,  where  I  had  a  frank  conversation  with 
him. 

I  then  referred  to  the  serious  increase  of  the  difficulties  occasioned 
by  the  operation  of  the  rebel  emissaries  in  Canada.  On  that  subject  I 
How  bad  in  my  hands  three  diil'erent  dispatches,  each  relating  to  a  dis- 
tinct matter.  At  first  I  bad  thought  of  making  my  communication  in 
writing,  but  after  reflecting  upon  the  very  strong  assurances  given  to 
lue  ill  his  lordship's  note  of  the  16tb  instant^as  to  the  detenniaation 
of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  everj-tliing  in  its  power  to  put  a  stop 
to  these  abuses,  it  had  seemed  to  me  that  to  write  again  might  imply  a 
doubt  of  its  good  tldth,  wliieh  I  was  far  irom  entertaining.  Under  these 
i.-ircumstauces  I  had  preferred  to  bring  copies  of  the  inaterial  papers 
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vith  me,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  them  in  his  hands,  as  cnmnlative 
proof  of  the  systematic  abnse  of  the  neutral  territory  practiced  hy  the 
rebels  and  their  agents.  - 1  then  gave  him  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Benjamin,  contained  iu  your  No.  11)^,  aa  well  as  of  the  letters 
ofGeaeral  Dix  and  Colonel  Townsend,  which  came  with  Nos.  1186  and 
11S9.  Uis  lordship  read  over  the  first  of  these  in  my  presence,  making 
now  and  then  a  comment  as  he  went  on.  He  then  explained  the  precise 
nature  of  the  legal  difficulty  which  had  led  to  the  release  of  ^e  St. 
Albans  raiders.  It  grew  out  of  an  effort  of  the  Canadian  legislature  to 
consolidate  the  provisions  of  former  laws  to  carry  out  the  extradition, 
which  had  had  the  efiect  to  repeal  those,  while  the  new  act  had  not  yet 
obtAined  the  necessary  sanction  of  the  privj'  coimcil  here.  It  was  much 
U)  be  regretted,  on  every  account,  that  this  should  have  happened. 

His  lordship,  however,  went  on  to  remark,  that  if  the  fact  could  be 
deariy  made  out  that  this  action  iu  Canada  was  carried  on  by  the  bel- 
ligerent authorities  at  Richmond,  and  under  their  instructions,  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  law  oflicers  of  the  Crown  that  they  might  at  onoe  be 
IHDceeded  against  in  the  comis,  as  guilty  of  a  high  offense  against  her 
MajesQ-'s  authority,  and  the  peace  of  tJ^e  kingdom.  He  alluded  par- 
*ticulaily  .to  the  lord  chancellor,  as  clear  on  that  point.  I  replied  that 
thia  had  always  seemed  to  me  the  alternative.  If  these  people  werenot 
acdng  nnder  belligerent  authority,  they  were  liable,  as  criminals,  to  the 
elaim  of  extradition,  under  the  trt^ty.  If,  on  the  other  liand,  they  could 
prore  that  they  were  so  actiug,  then  they  were  liable  as  violators  of  the 
nentndity  of  her  M^esty's  territory. 

His  lordship  likewise  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  government 
had  recommended  to  the  authorities  in  Canada  to  procure  the  passage 
of  an  act  by  the  legislature,  which  was  about  to  assemble,  similar  to 
that  passed  by  Confess  in  1838.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  desire 
expressed  in  your  dispatch  to  me,  No.  1136,  of  24th  October  last,  and  in 
my  note  to  his  lordship  of  the  23d  Sovemher,  based  upon  the  mstmc- 
hoQs  in  that  paper. 

I  then  referred  to  the  growth  of  the  excitement  on  this  subject  in 
Anterica,  in  consequence  .of  the  vagueness  as  well  as  the  variety  of  the 
alleged  schemes  of  these  people,  as  they  were  reported  in  the  news- 
pspCTS,  The  anxiety  and  suspense  occasioned  to  the  inhabitants  along 
the  whole  border  were  worse  than  any  definite  assanlt  could  possibly 
be.  It  was,  doubtless,  in  consequence  of  this  that  the  order  of  General 
Wi  had  been  issued,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  telegraphic  intelli- 
?wic«  received  through  the  newspapers  this  evening..  I  could  not  tell 
^ov  correctly  the  language  might  be^  reported,  but  I  was  convinced, 
&Mnmy  personal  knowledge  of  Ueneral  Dix^  that  if  he  had  issuedsueh 
M  order,  it  had  been  drawn  from  hira  only  by  the  great  pressure  of  the 
poblic  feeling  demanding  protection  from  violence. 

His  lordship  expressed  great  concern  at  this  proceeding.  Whilst  he 
»«  desirous  of  doing  everything  in  bis  power  to  give  security  to  the 
tnmtier,  and  he  believed  the  Canadian  authorities  anxious  to  co-operate 
reflectively  as  possible,  he  could  not  but  view  any  such  acts  as  Geu- 
odDix  appeared  to  authorize  on  the  Canadian  territory  as  likely  to 
tonplicste  matters  very  gravely. 

I  replied,  that,  flx)m  my  knowledge  of  General  Bix,  I  did  not  believe 
ft«t  be  acted  with  any  desire  to  magnify  the  difliculties  between  the 
two  governments. 

Hw  lordship  said  that  Lord  Lyons  had  seen  him  when  at  New  York. 
He  concluded  the  interview  hy  expressing  a  hope  that  we  might  find  a 

.logic 
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Bftfe  issue  from  this,  as  we  had  from  so  many  other  troablea  that  had 
sprung  up  during  this  war. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  oneasinesB  felt  here  on  account  of  the  act  of 
General  Dix,  The  funds  were  affected  by  it  yesterday.  The  hopes  of 
the  rebel  sympathizers  were  also  a  little  r^sed  by  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

'Of  State. 


Mr.  Bumiey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WASHINGTON,  December  31, 1864. 

Sir:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  I2th  of  December,  and  to  pre- 
vious correspondence  on  the  subject  of  an  alleged  military  organization 
in  Canada  of  fugitives  from  the  United  States^  I  have  now  the  honor  t« 
transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  note,  and  of  its  inclosores,  which  I  have, 
received  from  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  this  snliject.  ■ 

You  will  observe  that  upon  the  strictest  inquiry  no  traces  of  sach  an 
organization  could  be  discovered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highegt  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaiid,  die.,  i&e.,  dte. 


VUoount  Mtmck  to  Mr.  Bia^l^. 

GoTBRNMEHT  HoiTSE,  QUEBEC,  December  26, 1S61. 
SlE :  With  reference  to  your  dispatch  of  November  30,  on  the  subject 
of  an  alleged  military  organization  in  Canada  ^of  fugitives  from  tbe 
United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Attorney  General  McDonald,  in  which  he  states  the  steps  that  were 
taken  for  investigating  the  matter.  You  will  observe  that  upon  the 
strictest  inquiry  no  traces  of  such  an  organization  could  be  discovered. 
I  am,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  HxnifE  Burnley,  Esq.,  &o.,  i&c,  dkc 


Mr.  McDonald  to  Mr  Godl^. 

Dbpabthent  of  Atiobney  Genskal  fob  Upper  Canada, 

Qu^w,  Deoeinbcr  24:,  1S64. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  transmitting  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Lyons,  with  its  inclosnre,  and  of  the  reply 
of  tus  excellency  the  governor  general,  relative  to  the  ^eged  orgsmiza.- 
tion  and  drilling  in  county  of  Frince  Edward  of  fttgitives  from  the  United 
States,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  for  the  iiSbrmation  of  bis  exc^- 
lency  the  governor  general,  that  immediately  on  receipt  of  yoor  letter 
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a  telegraphic  dispatch  was  transmitted  by  me  to  the  county  Crotru 
attorney  of  the  coauty  of  Prince  Edward,  desiring  his  imuiediate  atten- 
tion  to  the  matter. 

I  hare  farther  to  state  that  that  offleer  Immediately  proceeded  to 
make  inqairies  into  the  allegations  made,  and  that  he  has  smce  reported 
that  though  such  inquiries  were  made  in  different  quarters,  he  can  dis- 
cover no  traces  of  any  such  organization,  and  that  he  feels  confident 
that  the  county  of  Prince  Edward  is  free  from  any  snch  illegal  combina- 
ticoiB,  and  that  others  with  vham  he  has  commanicated  on  the  subject 
concur  in  that  opinion. 
I  have,  &;., 

J.  A.  Mcdonald. 

D.  OODLET,  Esq. 

Mr.  BumUy  to  Mr,  8«aard. 

WASHinaTOH,  Decemhtr  31, 1864. 
SiK;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general 
order  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  on  the 
occasion  of  his  sending  troops  to  1^  stationed  along  the  frontier  line 
between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  ar,  your  most 
obedient  hnmble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  <ftc.,  <£c.,  &c. 


[Fomi  the  Cuada  Gazette  of  Deoember  84, 1864.J 

MILITIA  GEliERAL  ORDERS. 

1  Headqdaeters,  Quebec,  December  23, 1864. 

VOLUNTEER  MILITIA. 

Gesebal  Obdek,] 

1.  Befeiring  to  the  General  Order  of  December  19,  his  excellency  the 
oomm an der-in -chief  is  pleased  to  call  out  for  actual  service  the  foUowiug 
companies  of  the  volunteer  force. 

2.  These  companies  wiU  be  fonned  into  three  administrative  battal- 
ions, which  shall  be  composed,  respectively,  of  the  following  companies 
ud  snch  others  as  may  be  added  to  each  battahon  by  any  further  Gene- 
eial  Order. 

WBSTEBN  BATTALION. 

Ho.  1.  Company  ftom  3d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Montreal, 
Captain  J.  Bacon. 

fio.  2.  Company,  Tork  rifles,  Captain  Davis. 

Ko.  3.  Brockville  rifles,  Major  Crawford. 

No.  4.  Company,  from  8th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 
Obtain  Alleyn. 

No.  5.  Brantford  rifles,  Captain  Grant. 

No.  6.  Belleville  rifles,  Mtyor  Levesconte.  DignzedbyCjOOQle 
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CEKIRE  BA.TT1I.I0N. 

No.  1.  Company,  from  2d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Toronto, 

Lieutenant  John  Brown. 
No.  2.  Company,  from  2d  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Captain 

Charies  P.  Gilmor. 
'So.  3.  Company,  from  14tfa  battalion  volnnteer  militia  rifles,  Kingston, 

M^jor  Kelly. 
No.  4.  CoUingwood  rifles,  Lientenant  Colonel  Stephen. 

EASTEGII  BATTALION. 

No.  1.  ComiKiny,  Woodstock  rifles,  M^or  Richardson. 

No.  2.  Company,  BeachviUe  rifles.  Captain  Greig. 

No.  3.  Company,  from  8th  battaUon  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 

Lieutenant  A.  Jackson. 
No.  4.  Company,  from  9th  battalion  volunteer  militia  rifles,  Quebec, 

Captain  Gingras. 
No.  5,  Company,  1st  Cornwall  rifles,  Captain  Bergen. 

FIRST  (OB  WESTERN)  ADAQNISTRATITB  BATTALION. 

I  To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  Osborne  Smith,  com- 
manding Victoria  rifles,  Montreal. 

To  be  major :  Mcyor  Augustus  Howard,  m^or  Ylctoria  rifles,  Hon- 
treaL 

To  be  adjutant:  Lieutenant  William  H.  Hntton,  of  Victoria  rifles, 
Montreal. 

SECOnS  (OR  OEKTER)  ADHUnSTBATIVE  BATTALION. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieuten^it  Colonel  WilUam  Smith  Durie, 
commaxiding  2d  battalion,  or  "Queen's  Own"  rifles,  Toronto. 

THIRD  (OB  EA3TBKK)  ADMimSTRATrVB  DAnALIOK. 

To  be  lieutenant  colonel :  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  B.  Taylor,  com- 
manding battaUon  Oxford  rifles. 

To  be  captain :  Lieutenant  A.  Jackson,  a^ntant  8th  batt^on  volnn- 
teer  militia  rifles,  Quebec. 

6.  In  calling  out  for  actual  service  this  portion  of  the  volunteer  force, 
the  coininander-in-cbief  desires  to  express  the  gratification  he  has  expe- 
rienced ^t  the  numerous  offers  of  service  he  has  received  from  volunteer, 
companies  all  through  the  province,  as  soon  as  it  became  known  that 
men  were  required  tor  permanent  duty. 

7.  The  commander-in-chief  desires  to  impress  upon  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  men  of  the  force  called  out  for  duty,  that 
they  are  imbodied  not  for  the  purpose  of  warfare,  but  with  the  object 
of  aiding  the  civil  power  in  its  efforts  to  prevent  aggression  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  a  friendly  state  on  the  part  of  persons  eiyoying  the  right  of 
asylum  in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  and  to  maintain,  as  regards  Canada, 
that  complete  nentrnlity  witb  respect  to  the  war  now  existing  in  4iie 
United  States  which  her  Mi^esty  has  enjoined  on  all  her  snbiects. 

8.  With  these  objects  in  \iew,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  all  olBcers  com- 
manding detachments  on  the  frontier  to  take  special  care  that  the  ter- 
ritorial rights  of  the  government  of  tiie  United  States  shall  be  careftilly  , 
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respected,  and  tbat  uo  iDfringement  by  the  men  under  tbeir  command 
8h^  niider  any  circumstauces,  take  place  of  sueli  regulations  for  the 
gecurity  of  their  borders  as  may  be  luade  from  time  to  time  by  that 
go?emment. 

9.  It  will  be  the  du^  of  officers,  shoaM  suspicious  circumstances  be 
brought  under  their  observation,  immediately  to  report  any  such  to  the 
civil  authorities,  aud  to  place  themselves  under  their  guidance.  . 

By  command  of  his  excellency  the  right  honorable  the  governor  gen- 
eral aud  commander-ln-cliief : 

A.  DE  SALABERRT, 
Lieut,  Col.,  Bep'ty  Adft  Qen'l  of  WiUtia,  Lower  Vanada. 

WALKER  POWELL, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Dep'ty  Adft  QenH  of  Militia,  Upper  Canada. 


Mr.  BurnUy  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  December  31, 1864. 

Sib:  With  reference  to  yonr  not«  of  the  13th  December,  inclosing, 
for  the  information  of  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  War  Department  in  regard  to  the  alleged  manufacture  of  what 
is  known  as  '*  Greek  fire,"  for  use  in  attempt  to  burn  cities  in  the- 
United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  a  dispatch  aud 
of  its  inclosure,  which  1  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
general  of  Canada,  to  whom  I  had  forwarded  copies  of  your  communica- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  Wtt.t.tam  H.  Sewabd,  <&c.,  d;c.,  &c. 


Fwcownt  M<mek  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

GoTBBNMENT  HOUSE,  QUEBEC,  Beeemher  26, 1864. 
Sib  ;  With  reference  to  your  dispatch,  of  the  14th  instant,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  alleged  manOfacture,  in  Cauada,  of  "  Greek  Are,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bunting  cities  in  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  United  States  government,  a  copy  of 
the  letter  of  the  attorney  general  for  Canada  Weat,  showing  the  meas- 
ores  that  have  been  taken  in  order  to  obtain  evidence  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  HUHE  BUBNLET,  Esq.,  &c.,  (fcft,  &e. 


Mr-.  McDonald  to  Mr.  Qodley. 

Depahtment  of  Attoenet  Gekeeal  foe  Uppee  Canada, 

Quebec,  December  23, 1864. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  of  a  dispatch  lh}m 
J.  Hume  Burnley,  esq.,  containing  copy  of  a  note  and  its  inclosiu 
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tbe  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  aDeged  mana- 
factnre  of  what  is  knovD  as  "Greek  Are,"  for  ose  and  attempts  to  bom 
cities  in  the  United  Stutes. 

I  have,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  I  have  caused  the  connty  Crown 
attorney,  at  WindBor,  and  G.  McMicken,  esq.,  the  newly-appcrinted  sti- 
pendiary magistrate  on  the  flrontier,  to  be  informed,  by  private  letter,  of 
the  statements  made  in  the  letter  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  command- 
ing the  district  of  Michigan,  with  instrnctions  to  them  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  evidence  of  the  alleged  manafactnre  of  Greek  fire,  and  for  that 
pnrpose,  if  necessary,  to  conunonicate  confidentially  with  Colonel  HilL 
I  have,  &C., 

J.  McDonald. 

Di.TIS  GODLET,  Esq., 

Secretary /or  Governor  Qejieral,  (fee 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Bumt^. 

Dbpabthent  op  State, 

Washington,  Ikeember  31, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  t^e  receipt  of  yonr  note  of 
yesterday,  commnnicating  to  me  the  suggestions  kindly  made  by  his 
excellency  Visconnt  Monck,  with  a  view  to  the  detention  and  puniah- 
ment  of  persons  who  have  been  plotting  on  Canadian  soil  against  the 
uentrality  of  her  Majesty's  dominions ;  and,  in  reply,  I  have  to  inform  yon 
that  they  are  under  consideration. 

I  must  beg  you  to  assure  his  excellency  that  the  spirit  which  he  has 
manifested  in  the  matter  is  cordially  appreciated  by  this  govemment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoar 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

J.  HuuE  BcENLEY,  Esq.,  d:c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Bumiey. 

Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  3,  1865. 
Sm  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  gratification  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  gene- 
ral order  issued  by  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  maintenance  of  neutrality  between  the  Britisb 
provinces  and  the  United  States.  I  hope  that  tlie  recent  scenes  sopain- 
fully  ad'ecting  the  relations  between  the  two  conntries  may  be  prevented 
from  recnrring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWA&O. 
J.  HtniOE  BuBNLBT,  Esq.,  <fe&,  ifeo.,  i£o. 


idbvGoogle 
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Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 

Sm :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
alleged  orgaoizatiou  formed  in  Halifax  for  sciziug  United  States  ships 
on  the  lakes  situated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  at 
different  point*  along  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  eoaats,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  which  I  have  received  from  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonx  most 
obedient,  hmnble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd,  (£c.,  t£c.,  &c. 


Vitcount  Monek  to  Mr.  BarnUs- 

Government  House,  Quebec,  December  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch 
and  inclosure  of  the  2lBt  instant,  respecting  tlie  alleged  organization  at 
H^fax,  Nova  9cotia,  of  a  body  of  men,  for  predatory  attacks  on  the 
commercial  shipping  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  for  the  infonnation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  the  United  States,  that  the  government  of  Canada  will 
nse  every  means  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  execution  of  any  such 
plans  within  the  bounds  of  this  province. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  Hume  Burnlet,  Esq.,  i£o.,  t&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  January  3, 1865. 

Sib  :  Her  M^eety's  govemmeut  have  taken  into  their  most  serious 
eonsidoration  the  various  occurrences  which  have  taken  place  in  connec- 
tion with  the  recent  attack  on  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  and  1  am  now  com- 
manded to  oommuuicate  to  you  the  general  tenor  of  the  instructions 
addressed  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  by  her  Majesty's  secretary 
of  state  for  th6colonialdepBi'tment,as  laid  down  in  a  dispatch  forwarded 
to  his  excellency  on  the  3d  ultimo,  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  inclos- 
ing. 

With  regard  to  the  depositions  taken  in  the  case  of  the  late  attat^ 
and  referred  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  Viscount  Monck  has  been 
instracted,  under  date  of  the  9th  and  16th  ultimo,  to  be  guided  by  the 
dedsion  of  the  proper  legal  authorities  in  Canada  whether  the  persons 
m  custody  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  deUvered  up  under  the  treaty  of  ex- 
tradition. If  that  decision  shall  have  been  that  they  ought,  her  Mf^ea- 
ty's  government  woidd  entirely  approve  of  Viscount  Mouck's  acting  upon 
this  decision ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  decision  shall  have  been  that 
they  ought  not,  her  Majesty's  government  consider  that  the  opinion  of 
Vigcoant  Monck's  legal  advisers  should  be  taken,  whether,  upon  the  evi- 
dence and  other  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Canadian  govern- 
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ment^  these  perBons  may  not  properly  be  pntupontlieir  trial  on  a  charge 
of  misprision  aud  violatiouof  the  royal' pi-eroffative  by  levj-ing  war  from 
her  MiyeBtj'a  domiuiOQS  against  a  frienilly  power. 

UulesB  the  Canadian  law  officers  should  6i'«  reason  to  the  contrary, 
her  Majesty's  ftovernment  direct  that  Viscount  Mouck  should,  in  the  case 
supposed,  retain  the  prisoners  in  custody  aud  bring  them  to  trial  for  that 
offense. 

Her  Majesty's  government  further  consider  that  such  a  decision  of  the 
legal  authorities  of  Canada  would  furnish  a  strong  arguoieut  for  the  ex- 
pediency of  arming  the  Canadian  government  as  promptly  as  possible 
with  such  additional  legal  powers  as  are  referred  to  in  the  dispatch  of 
the  3d  ultimo. 

Throughout,  the  whole  of  these  unfortunate  occurrences  Viscount 
Monck's  conduct  has  been  entirely  approved  of,  and  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment rely  with  confidence  on  his  having  used  and  continuing  t«  use 
all  the  powers  at  his  disposal  to  prevent  the  successful  execution  of 
whatever  schemes  may  be  planned  against  the  neighboring  friendly  soil 
of  the  United  States. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUByLEY. 

Hon,  William  H.  Sewabd,  dc,  &o.,  <feo. 


Mr.  Vardwell  to  Viscount  Monck. 

DOWMING  Stbkbt,  December  3, 1864. 

My  Lord  :  The  attention  of  her  M^esty's  government  has  been  di- 
rected to  the  violations  of  British  neutiiility,  of  which  certain  persons 
have  been  guilty  who  profess  to  hold  commissions  from,  or  to  act  in  aid 
of,  the  so-culled  Confederate  States,  and  who  make  the  soil  of  Canada 
the  scene  of  their  hostile  preparations  against  the  United  States. 

These  violations  of  neutrality  are  a  great  offense  against  the  British 
Crown,  and  her  Majesty's  government  are  of  opiuion  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stateshaveaclear  right  to  expect  that  the  Canadian 
lawshallbe  found  in  practice  generally  sufficient  not  merely  for  the  pun- 
ishment, but  also  for  the  suppression  and  prevention  of  these  border 
raids. 

The  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  has  reminded  Earl  Rus- 
sell of  the  act  which  was  passed  by  Congress  in  the  year  1838  for  the 
suppression  and  prevention  of  hostile  attempts  prepared  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  and  directed  against  the  government  of  her  Majes- 
ty in  Canada.  The  circumstances  of  the  two  cases  are  not  the  same, 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  follow  that  pre- 
cisely the  same  enactment  which  the  Congress  passed  in  1838  is  neces- 
sarily suited  to  the  present  case.  They  have  observed  with  pleasure  the 
promptitude  and  vigor  with  whicli  you  have  pnt  in  force  the  existing 
law,  but  would  wish  you  to  consult  your  advisers  and  obtain  the  opiniou 
of  your  law  officers  whether  that  law  places  in  your  bands  sufficient 
available  powers  for  the  effectual  suppression  and  prevention  of  these 
raids,  or  whether  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  apply' to  your  legislature  for 
increased  powers.  In  this  latter  case,  any  power  for  whicli  your  lord- 
ship should  apply  might  naturally  be  limited,  as  the  lowers  of  the  act 
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or  Congress  were  limited  to  a  definite  term,  -with  a  view  to  meeting  Hm 
immediate  exigeney  only, 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  CAEDWELL. 
His  Excellency  Tisboum  Mokck  d&o.,  <£e.,  (Jo. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Smeard  to  Mr.  Bvmley. 

DBPAXTMEIfT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  January  4, 1866. 
Sm :  X  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  commnni- 
cation  of  the  Slst  nltimo,  relative  to  an  alleged  militaT;  organization  in 
Caoada  of  fDgitives&om  the  United  States.  Id  reply,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  the  efforts  which  were  made  by  her  Majesty's  aathoritieB  to 
ascertain  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  representationB  on  the  snbject  are 
Tety  gratifjnng  to  this  government.  It  is  hoped  that  the  result  may 
prove  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  those  aathoritieB  to  be  well  fonnded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
serTaut, 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  AoHng  Secretary. 
3.  HmcB  Bi7Blii£Y,EBq.,i£o.,  <£c.,  dbe. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr  Bi^iO^. 

DSPAXTHENT  OP  STATE, 

Washington,  Janvary  i,  1865. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge,  with  much  satisfaction,  the  re- 
ctipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  despatch 
addressed  to  yon  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  from  which  it 
appears  that  his  excellency  will  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  in 
regard  to  the  supposed  employment,  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  of  two  vessels  now  in  conrse  of  construction  at  Montreal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

P.  W.  SBWAItD,  Acting  Secretary. 

J.  Hume  Bubnlbt,  Esq.,  Ac.,  &e.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[EztraoC.] 

No.  850.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  5,  1865. 
SiB:  Dispatches  team  t^e  department,  numbered  from  1190  to  1194, 
inclusive,  have  been  received  at  this  legation.  The  most  important  of 
these  are  Nos.  1190  and  1194,  which  relate  to  the  state  of  things  between 
the  countries  growing  out  of  the  outrages  committed  along  the  borders 
rf  Canada,  and  the  action  of  the  judge  in  releasing  the  perpetrators.  I 
am  directed  to  communicate  to  Lord  Hossell  the  remarks  contained 
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in  N^o.  1194,  bat  I  otn,  at  the  eame  time,  aathorized  to  exercise  mj  ovn 
jadgment  as  to  the  form  and  extent  to  ^rhlch  this  ia  to  be  done. 

ifpoD  the  most  careful  rejection  which  I  have  been  able  to  give  to 
the  whole  subject,  as  it  is  now  presented  to  me  on  this  side  of  the  water, 
I  have  concluded  to  exercise  the  discretion  vested  in  me  so  far  as  to 
desist  from  acting,  at  least  for  a  little  while.    My  reasons  are  these: 

The  action  of  Judge  Coursol  upon  the  question  submitted  to  him  has 
led  not  only  to  a  very  general  expression  of  disapprobation  here,  bnt  it 
has  also  prompted  a  most  unequivocal  condemnation  of  the  outrage 
itself.  Tliere  appears  to  be  little  difference  of  opinion  in  the  public 
press  on  this  subject.  I  am  convinced  that  if  any  repetition  of  it  shonld 
be  attempted,  it  will  go  far  to  stop  all  further  open  sympathy  with  the 
rebel  cause.  Any  penalty  which  may  be  inflicted  upon  tlie  perpetrators 
will  Iw  approved  and  jastifled.  I  have  directed  a  copy  of  "The  Times"  to 
be  sent  to  yon.  containing  a  leader  on  the  subject,  which  bears  evident 
marks  of  aatiiority.  A  similar  leader,  even  more  decided  in  tone, 
appeared  simultaneously  in  the  evening  paper,  "  The  Globe,"  I  may 
say  that  public  sentiment  has  been  more  nearly  right  on  this  qnestioD 
than  upon  any  since  I  have  held  this  post 

Moreover,  I  consider  the  assurances  of  Lord  Hnssell,  as  given  to  me 
In  the  conversation,  a  report  of  which  I  sent  you  in  my  dispatch  of  last 
week,  No,  846,  as  in  subBtauce  containing  a  itivorable  answer  to  mndi  i 
if  not  all  that  has  be«n  desired  by  the  government.  Since  I  sent  that 
dispatoh,  his  lordabip  has  submitted  to  me  his  report  of  that  same  cm- 
-versation  as  he  sent  it  to  Mr.  Home  Burnley,  and  I  find  I  have  &  hule 
understated  the  strength  of  his  language,  an  error  which  I  would  rather 
commit  than  its  opposite.  I  Mfnd  copiee  of  the  notes  that  passed,  iu  , 
■order  to  show  that  I  purposely  marked  to  him  my  sense  of  the  difference. 
The  President's  immediate  revocation  of  that  part  of  General  Dii's 
order  to  which  his  lordship  took  exception  seems  to  leave  the  matter 
in  the  best  possible  condition,  at  least  so  far  as  the  disposition  of  the 
British  government  is  concerned.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  I  were 
to  go  on  making  more  representations  jost  now,  it  appears  to  me  tiiat 
4he  effect  would  be  only  to  betray  an  offensive  doubt  of  the  sincerity  of 
its  professions. 

I  shall,  however,  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks,  seise  opports- 
vities  to  communioato  the  substance  of  the  information  contained  in 
your  dispateh  No.  1194,  as  they  may  occur.  I  shall,  moreover,  make 
more  occasions  to  meet  with  Lord  Bussell,  particularly  since  I  have 
received,  in  a  private  way,  intimations  that  in  the  absence  of  Lord 
Lyons  it  wonld  be  convenient. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  irritation  of  the  people  along  the 
line  of  the  boundary,  VOTy  justly  exciWd  by  these  atrocions  enterprises. 
I  flud  no  disposition  in  the  public  press  here  to  find  fbult  with  that.  If 
it  should  prove  to  have  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  government 
bere  to  quicken  its  preventive  action,  it  will  not  be  a  matter  to  be 
regretted.  But  I  cannot  vrithhold  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  it  may 
not  so  far  precipitate  the  movements  of  the  representative  bodies  as  to 
bazard  the  very  event  happening  which  these  operations  were  intended 
to  bring  about — ^the  complication  of  differences  with  foreign  pow«8 
with  the  efforts  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRAITCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State.  DigiizedbyCoOQle 
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^Earl  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOEBIGN  Office,  January  2, 1865. 
Lord  Bossell  presenta  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  wishiag  to 
be  qnite  assared  of  the  correctness  of  his  report  of  the  conversatioii  he 
held  with  Mr.  Adams  on  "Wednesday  last,  the  28th  ultimo,  has  the 
bonor  to  transmit  to  him  the  accompaajing  copy  of  the  dispatch  wliich 
be  has  addressed  to  Mr.  Burnley,  her  M^esty's  cluurg^  d'affaires  at 
WashingtOQ. 


Earl  BimeU  to  Mr.  Bunil^. 

FoEBiGN  Office,  Deeembor  29, 1864. 

SiE:  Testerdayj  the  28th,  Mr.  Adams  called  upon  me,  by  his  own 
desire,  at  the  Foreign  Office.  He  expressed  to  me,  by  the  order  of  his  gov- 
erament,  the  great  regret  felt  by  them  at  the  departore  of  Lord  Lyons, 
and  offered  to  show  me  a  letter  of  Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons  testifying 
that  regret  I  told  him  that  equal  regret  was  felt  on  our  side,  and  that 
nothing  but  the  failing  health  of  Jjord  Lyons  would  have  induced  her 
Majesty's  government  to  consent  to  his  temporary  departure.  Mr. 
Adams  promised  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  Adams  then  spoke  to  me  of  two  or  three  matters  of  very  little 
hnportance;  and  fin^y  entered  on  that  which  he  said  was  the  chief 
object  of  his  seeking  an  interview  with  me,  namely,  the  border  raitls 
which  had  been  executed,  or  were  in  prepEuation,  from  Canada.  Mr. 
Adams  said  my  last  letter  to  him  had  contained  assurances  bo  positive 
uid  uneqnivocal  that  he  should  not  have  asked  me  for  any  further 
declarations  had  he  not  received,  by  the  last  packet,  positive  injunctions 
to  make  to  me  certein  commnnications.  The  documents  which  he  then 
pot  into  my  hands,  and  of  which  I  sfend  you  copies,  consisted  mainly  of — 

1.  An  intercepted  letter,  written  by  a  confederate  partisan  from  Can- 
ada, not  signed,  but  e\-iueutly  authentic.  This  letter,  written  before 
the  re-election  of  President  Lincoln,  shows  that  although  the  particular 
raid  or  foray  against  St.  Albans  was  not  directed  by  the  confederate 
gevemment,  yet  the  general  plan  of  burning  towns  and  robbing  banks 
in  the  frontier  States  of  the  United  States  was  concerted  and  approved 
1^  the  conffederate  authorities.  The  failure  of  the  attempt  to  bum  the 
banks  and  houses  of  St.  Albans  is  attributed  to  some  defect  in  the 
chemical  preparation  which  had  been  used. 

2.  The  neit  document  contains  evidence  that  the  town  of  Windsor, 
IB  C-anadSj  had  been  fixed  upon  by  the  confederates  for  the  preparation 
and  miutniacture  of  a  chemical  material  to  be  used  in  setting  on  fire  the 
towns  and  villages  of  the  United  States. 

3.  The  third  set  of  documents  contains  a  letter  of  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  Mr.  Seward,  inclosing,  for  such  action  as  might  be 
amn'dered  necessary,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  General  Dix,  in  which  he 
Mates  that  he  has  hiformatiou,  upon  which  he  can  rely,  that  a  confederate 
t^jment,  namely.  Colonel  Butler's  regiment  of  Kentucky  cavaliy,  was 
to  be  ftelongheii  into  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  disturbing,  l^m  that 
■ential  position,  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  I  had  read  these  documents,  said  that  ^Ir.  Seward 
had  directed  him  to  put  them  into  my  handa,  in  order  that  her  Majesty's 
Eovemment  might  take  such  measures  as  were  required  by  our  own 
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declarations'of  neutrality,  and  the  relations  of  amity  sabsisting  between 
the  two  nations. 

I  said  that  I  had  already  assnred  him,  in  the  letter  to  -which  he  had 
allnded,  that  her  Majesty's  government  would  adopt  snch  measures  as 
may  be  reqoired  and  may  be  effective  for  the  maintenance  of  her 
Mfyesty's  declared  nentraljty.  That  one  of  the  meaanres  to  which  I 
meant  to  refer  was  a  direction  already  sent  to  the  goYemor-general  of 
Canada,  to  propose  to  his  legislature  a  measure  simUar  to  the  TTnited 
States  act  of  Congress  of  1838.  ^Iliat  whatever  tectiniciil  groonda  may 
have  been  fonnd  for  delivering  from  custody  the  St.  Albans  ndders,  all 
the  highest  law  authorities  in  this  conntry  concurred  in  thinking,  that 
any  act  done  in  Canada  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality,  and  in 
disobedience  to  her  M^esty's  ■proclamation,  would  be  illegal.  That  it 
remained  for  her  M^eaty's  government  to  give  snch  directions  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  might  insure  the  punishment  of  persons  guilty 
of  snch  illegal  act^,  and  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  acts  for  the 
future.  I  said  her  Mfyesty's  government  were  fdlly  aware  of  thdr 
international  duties,  and  had  determined  to  perform  them. 

I  then  ashed  Mr.  Adams  whether  he  had  seen  the  several  editions  of 
"The  Times.''  Mr.  Adams  said  he  had.  The  paragraph  to  which  I 
meant  to  allude  was  to  the  following  purport : 

"  In  consew^uence  of  the  discharge  of  the  St.  Albans  riders,  and  prep- 
arations in  Canada  for  the  renewal  of  similar  enterprises,  the  milita^ 
commanders  on  the  frontier  are  directed  by  General  Dix,  in  case  of 
further  acts  of .  depredation,  to  shoot  down  the  perpetrators,  if  possible, 
uad,  if  necessary  for  their  capture,  to  cross  the  Cfuiadian  boundaries 
and  pursue  them  wherever  they  take  refuge,  and  not  to  surrender  them 
if  captured,  but  send  them  on  to  headquarters  for  trial  by  court- 
martial." 

Finding  that  Mr.  Adams  had  read  this  paragraph,  J  said  that,  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of  such  depredators  on  ^e  Unit«d  States  terri- 
tory, I  had  nothing  to  say ;  but  I  had  seen,  with  regret,  that  orders  were 
given  to  pursue  such  persons  on  Her  M^esty's  Canadian  territory;  that 
snch  pursuit  might  encounter  resistance,  and  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  might  be  thus  endangered. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  such  outrages  caused  so  great  a  resentxuent,  it 
was  difBcult  to  restrain  troops  in  pursuit  of  their  enemy, 

1  said  that  was  very  true,  and  that  troops  in  pursuit,  and  in  the  heat 
of  blood,  might  not  accurately  respect  an  ill-deSned  boandaiy.  But 
this  was  a  deliberate  order  of  a  general  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  knew  General  Dix,  who  bore  a  high  charaeter  fbr 
sense  and  moderation. 

I  said,  that  might  be;  but  we  must  all  recollect  the  very  just  remark 
of  President  Lincoln,  that  these  inroads  and  depredations  were  organized 
with  a  view  to  bring  on  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States.  That  both  governments  were  bound  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  defeat  so  wicked  a  design.  That  for  our  parts  we  had  nothing 
more  at  heart.  Mr.  Adams  then  took  his  leave. 
I  am,  &c.,  &c., 

EU3SBLL. 

J.  H.  BirEHi.BY,  Esq.,  <C'c.,  (fee.,  dc 


^dbyGoogle 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Harl  BuaseU. 

Legation  uf  the  United  States, 

London,  January  4, 1865. 
Ur.  Adams  presests  hia  compliments  to  Lord  Biisaell,  and  acknowl- 
edgefi  the  receipt  of  his  note.of  the  2d' instant,  covering  a  report  of  the 
oonveisation  held  with  hie  lordship  on  the  28th  ultimo,  which  he  does 
Mm  the  honor  to  submit  for  his  consideration.  Mr.  Adams  is  happy  to 
be  able  to  confirm  its  substantial  correctaess.  He  be^  only  to  observe, 
not  without  great  satisfiuition,  that  the  assurances  as  given  by  hie 
lordship  are  clothed  in  stronger  language  than  he  had  hims^  ventured 
to  i^ort  them  to  his  government. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bvmley, 

Depajbtment  of  State, 

Woihitiglon,  January  10, 1865. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
17tli  ultimo,  communicating  to  me,  under  the  instruction  of  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  government^  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  26th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  addre^ed  by  Earl  Busaell  to  Lord  Lyons,  in  regard  to  the  no- 
tice given  by  this  government  for  the  termination  of  the  existing  con- 
ventional arrangement  between  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United  States, 
limiting  the  naval  force  of  the  respective  governments  on  the  lakes,  and 
to  the  reasons  which  prompted  that  notice. 

The  views  tmd  suggestions  which  Earl  Busaell  has  thus  presented  to 
this  government  will  receive  an  att«ntive  consideration. 

Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  with  tlie  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obedient 
aerrant, 

WILLILAM  H.  8EWAED. 

J.  HUHB  BtTBNLBT,  Esq.,  *&€.,  f&O.,  <&0. 


Mr,  Seuiard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ho.  1237.]  Dbpabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir:  Yonr  cllq>atcih  of  the  SOtli  of  I>ecember,  TSo.  816,  has  been  re- 
ettved. 

I  am  happy  in  being  authorized  to  approve  of  the  expressions  you  have 
made  to  '&ui  Busaell  in  relation  to  Lord  Lyons.  We  earnestly  hope  for 
bis  restoratioD  to  health  and  usetblness. 

The  representations  you  have  made  to  Earl  Bnssell,  concerning  the 
difficulties  whicb  have  occurred  in  Canada,  are  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  sitoatioD  in  tiiis  respect  exhibits  the  same  general  features  as 
irhen  I  last  described  it  in  this  correspondence. 

Xo  new  aggressions  have  been  committed.  Some  popular  impatience 
was  manifest  on  the  occasion  of  the  revocation  of  that  part  of  l3ie  order 
of  M^or  General  Dix  which  authorized  continued  pursuit  of  invaders  into 
Aitish  territories ;  but  that  impatience  subsided  iomLediately  after  the 
•xecative  order  wnidi  reqoiiee  travders  coming  into  the  United  States  to 
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exhibit  passporte  was  promulgated.  That  order  has  now  gone  into  fliU 
effect  on  the  borders,  with  very  beneficial  resnlts.  The  public  mind  in 
this  country  has  reBnmed  its  habitual  tone  of  calmness  and  self-reliance. 

Each  honse  of  Congress  has,  with  practical  unanimity,  resolved  that 
the  President  ought  to  give  the  stipulated  notice  for  terminating  the  re- 
ciprocity treaty,  and  this  proceeding  meets  the  public  approvaL  When 
the  action  of  Congress  shall  have  been  completed,  the  bill  will  be  sent 
to  you. 

On  the  British  side  of  the  border  there  is  manifested  a  strong  pi^nlar 
desire  to  restore  the  cordiality  which  has  been  so  unfortunately  sub- 
verted. The  governor  general  of  Canada  and  the  colonial  minisbry  an 
earnest  and  emphatic  in  their  avowals  of  the  same  disposition.  Meas- 
ures have  been  taken  to  establish  an  armed  police  on  the  !l^tish  side  of 
the  border.  One  of  the  Philo  Parsons  pirates  has  been  arrested  upon 
our  requisition,  and  subjected  to  an  examination  at  Toronto.  Several 
of  the  escaped  3t.  Albans  felons  have  been  rearrested  and  bronght 
before  Judge  Smith,  at  Montreal,  who  has  reconsidered  and  reversed 
the  decision  of  Conrsol.  It  is  regretted,  however,  that  international 
jostice  wavers  at  this  point,  just  as  it  staggered  there  on  the  occasion  of 
the  first  arrest  of  the  St.  Albans  offenders.  No  one  proposes — ^no  one 
seems  to  think  of  restoring  the  money  which  was  purloined  from  the 
citizens  of  St.  Albans,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  provincial  police, 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  British  courts.  The  magistrate  at  Toronto 
has  taken  time  to  consider  the  claim  of  Burleigh,  the  Philo  Parsons 
pirate,  to  a  discharge,  upon  the  pretense  that  he  is  a  belligerent.  Judge 
Smith  has  a4ioumed  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  ofi'enders  thirty  days,  to 
enable  them  to  arm  themselves  with  a  similar  mock  defense.  At  the 
same  time  no  warrant  has  been  issued  against  the  ofieuders  for  violation 
of  British  laws,  or  resistance  of  the  Queen's  proclamation.  We  ^re 
thus  left  to  expect  that  they  will  be  discharged  and  set  at  liberty,  19 
renew  their  depredations  upon  a  broader  scale,  and  with  new  accom- 
pUces,  attracted  by  assured  impunity  within  British  jurisdiction.  We 
arej  indeed,  promised  special  legislation  in  the  provincial  legislature, 
which  is  soon  to  be  convened  at  Quebec.  But^  on  the  other  band,  the 
rebel  agents  and  emissaries  are  with  their  friends  ei^oylng  undisgoised 
honors,  fiivors,  and  sympathies  in  the  provinces. 

Seven  new  piratical  vessels,  all  of  whiolv  were  practically  fitted  oat, 
armed,  and  manned  within  the  British  Island,  in  violation  of  British  laws^ 
are  roaming  the  ocean,  destroying  American  commerce,  and  these  receive 
regularly  snpplies  of  provisions  and  munitions  from  British  territory. 
The  only  remedy  which  her  Majesty's  government  is  understood  to  have 
resorted  to  in  the  case  of  these  vessels  is  a  civil  prosecution  againstone 
person  who  was  engaged  In  the  unlawful  proceeding  of  arming  and 
dispatching  the  Sea  Kmg.  We  know  not  when  that  offender  will  be 
bronght  to  triaL  Even  his  conviction  will  he  without  frnlts,  if  his  pan- 
ishment,  measured  by  the  standard  hitherto  used  by  British  courts,  shall 
be  limited  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the  accomphshecl 
transaction. 

It  thus  clearly  appears  that  the  British  government  substaitiaJly 
fails  to  guarantee  the  neutrality  it  proclaims,  and  that  the  United 
States  are  severely  sufferiflg  frt)m  this  failure.  Her  own  law  writers 
and  precedents  instruct  us  that  in  such  a  case  the  aggrieved  nation  has 
an  absolute  right  of  reprisal.    Nevertheless,  we  have  refrained,  and  at 

E resent  we  shall  refrain,  from  every  form  of  retaliation  in  this,  as  we 
ave  in  fdl  other,  cases  of  national  iiijary.  This  attitude,  however,  leaves 
to  US  no  remedies  but  those  with  which,  happily,  our  people  are  familiar, 
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namely,  lawful  measures  of  self-defraise.  We  are  drawing  rapidly  upon 
that  magazine.  We  feel  sore  that  It  is  not  for  the  int^'eBt  of  eittier 
nation  tttat  it  shall  he  ineffectually  exhansted.  Yoa  wilt  see  that  Con- 
gress is  considering  the  expediency  of  patting  an  end  to  the  arrange- 
ment for  extradition  of  fagitives  from  jnstice. 

Of  all  the  nations,  Great  Britain  seems  to  as  the  last  that  coald  jnetly 
m  wisely  become,  directly  or  Indirectly,  an  opponent  of  the  United  St-atea 
in  a  civU  war  begun  and  waged  and  persisted  in  by  insurgenta  for  the 
d^nse  and  extension  of  A^can  slavery. 

Yon  will  use  these  views  according  to  your  own  discretion  in  your  dis- 
onssions  with  Earl  Bnssell'  on  the  subject  to  which  they  relate.  It  iA 
tbonght  expedient  that  yoa  address  a  special  representation  to  her  Bri- 
(anuie  M^esty's  government  concerning  the  Shenandoah  ot  Sea  King. 

I  Annex  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  11th  instant  from  Mr.  Potter,  oar 
craiBol  gener^  at  Moiitt«aL 

'   I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAItD. 

CsABLES  Francis  Adahb,  do.,  t&c,  i£c. 


Office  TJmT£D  States  Miutart  Telegbaph, 

War  J)epartment. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  8.20  p.  m.,  January 
W,  1865,  from  Montreal,  January  14, 1865 : 

The  proceedings  against  St.  Albans  felons  were  adjourned  thirty  (30) 
days,  to  allow  them  to  send  to  Richmond  for  evidence  that  they  were 
acting  under  the  authority  of  Jeft  Davis.  I  sent  full  dispatch  per  mail 
on  the  8th. 

JOHN  F.  POTTEE. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Department  op  State, 

WashiTtgton,  January  19, 1865. 
Ht  De^ab  Sir:  X  give  you,  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
a  dispatch  which,  on  the  16th  instant,  I  addressed  to  Mr.  Adams  at 
London. 

Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  air,  very  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWABD. 
J.  Hume  Btibnley,  do.,  <£c.,  de. 

[For  indosure  see  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  Ko.  1237, 
Juioaiy  16, 1865,  ante.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  £«ntfcy. 

Department  of  State, 

Washit^ton,  January  21, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Canadian  authorities,  that  it  has  been  represented  to  this  department, 
from  a  credible  source,  that  enemies  of  the  .United  States  lurlting  in 
Canada  are  preparing  to  make  a  formidable  incursion  into  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  at  Bur- 
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linfftoD,  in  Vermont,  and  White  Han,  in  New  York,  while  LakeChamplain 
Bhall  remajn  frozen  over,  and  to  destroy  tbe  eliipping  in  the  harbors  of 
those  ports;  that  their  placB  are  matured,  and  that  the  reason  that  they 
have  not  already  attempted  their  execution  was  the  rearrest  of  the  St 
Albans  felons,  which  induced  them  to  postpone  the  movement  until  the 
decision  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  those  felons  can  be  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sfr,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HmiE  BiTBin^y,  Esq.,  <£o.,  dc,  tEv. 


Mr.  Bumlejf  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washingtok,  Janvary  26, 186S. 
SlB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  herewith  a  copy  of  the  speech 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  general  on  the  opening  of  the  session  of 
the  Canadian  Parliament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  ^^ 

J.  HUME  BtJBNLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  «£o.,  &e.,  &c. 


[Extraota  from  tlie  Canada  Gazette  of  January  19, 1865.] 

liEOXSLAnVB  COTINCII.  CHAMBERS, 

QtteheCj  January  19, 1865. 
This  day,  at  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  his  exceUeuf^  the  goveruor  general 
proceeded  in  state  to  the  chamber  of  the  legislative  council  in  the  Parlia- 
ment building.  The  members  ofthelegislative council  beiug assembled, 
bis  excellency  was  pleased  to  command  the  attendance  of  the  legislative 
assembly,  and  that  house  being  present,  his  excellency  was  pleased  to 
open  the  third  session  of  the  eightii  Parliament  of  the  province  of  Canada 
with  the  following  speech  from  the  throne : 

Honorable  gen^emen,  of  the  legUlative  comtM: 

Oenflemen  of  the  leffUlative  aaiembl^ : 

Outragee  have  been  committed  on  the  commerce  and  territory  o^  the 
United  States  of  America  by  persons  who,  after  the  perpetration  of  these 
acts,  have  sought  refuge  on  Canadian  soil. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  organization  of  any  snch  enterprises  within 
this  province,  and  also  to  enable  me  to  discharge  in  an  effective  manner 
my  duties  towards  a  neighboring  power  on  terms  of  friendship  with  her 
M^esty,  I  have  seen  fit  to  organize  a  system  of  detective  poUce  on  the 
frontier  line  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  same  design  I  hare  called 
«at  for  permanent  duty  a  portion  of  the  volunteer  force  of  the  province. 

Similar  considerations  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  arming  the 
executive  government  with  stronger  powers  than  it  now  possesses  for 
dealing  with  persons  who,  while  availing  themselves  of  the  right  of 
asylum  which  has  always  been  allowed  on  British  soil  to  political  refu- 
gees from  all  foreign  countries,  may  be  nnmindihl  of  the  implied  obliga- 
tions which,  by  their  residence  among  us,  they  contract  to  obey  ourlawB 
jnd  to  respect  the  declared  policy  of  our  sovereign.    ,    C  ■  ( K  W  Ic 
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A  bill  framed  for  this  pnrpoae.will  be  laid  before  yoa,  and  I  ask  for  it 
your  earl^'  consideration. 

I  am  bappy  to  be  able  to  inform  yoa  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  displayed 
by  the  members  of  the  Tolonteer  force  wbeii  called  apon  to  tarn  oat  for 
active  service. 

3[r.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adama, 
Ho.  1247.]  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

Washington^  January  26, 1866. 

Sm :  The  vinter  bas  practically  broken  ap  oar  onstomary  correspond- 
eace  with  Earope.  It  is  only  at  this  late  day  that  I  received  year  dis- 
patch of  the  5th  of  Janoary,  No.  850. 

It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  statement  ander  Earl  BasseFs  hand 
of  the  coarersation  which  web  had  by  him  with  yoa  on  the  sabjoct  of 
the  difficnities  which  have  arisen  in  Canada ;  that  conversation  being 
the  same  one  which  you  have  already  reported  to  me  in  yoor  No.  866. 

In  view  of  that  conference,  and  of  otiier  incidents  which  yon  have 
mentioned,  I  approve  fnlly  of  the  forbearance  yon  have  since  adopted  in 
regard  t^  makiug  farther  representations  upon  the  same  subject. 

It  is  freely  coi^essed  that  the  proceedings  which  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment have  taken  in  relation  to  the  Gauaman  outrages  seem  to  us  alto- 
gether jost  and  fair.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  instructions  of  the  home 
sovemment  will  so  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  provincial  authorities  in 
Canada  as  to  secure  to  us  a  surrender  of  the  St.  Albans  and  Philo  Par- 
sons felons,  in  compliance  with  our  requisition^  and  also  a  restoration  of 
the  treasttre  which  they  porloined  from  the  citizens  of  tlie  United  States 
tad  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Oanadlan  police. 

It  is  with  sincere  satisfaction  that  we  observe  that  the  provincial 
aathorities  have  begun  to  act  with  energy  in  the  spirit  of  the  instrac- 
tions  before  mentioned. 

1  am  charged  by  the  President  to  express  to  you  his  special  satisfac- 
tiini  with  the  dis<^reet  manner  in  which  thus  far  you  have  conducted  the 
proceedings  in  questionf  Congress  will  be  favorably  impressed  by  the 
proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  government  and  those  of  the  provincial 
tnthorities.  K  now  the  issuing  of  piratical  vessels  from  Liverpool  could 
be  arrested,  we  might  hope  for  a  speedy  restoration  of  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  people  of  the  two  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 

Ohasles  Frascib  Adams,  Esq.,  <ec.,  <&e.,  &c. 

Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WAsmmoTOV,  Jcmmxry  81, 1866. 
Sm :  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  4th  instant,  respecting  two 
vessels  building  at  Montreal,  alleged  to  be  for  the  naval  service  of  the 
so-called  Conf&lerate  States,  1  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  the  governor 
geneTal  of  Canada. 

His  excellency  has  furnished  me  with  a  report  of  the  attorney  general 
fi)r  Canada  East  upon  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  b&  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor-most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  

J.  HUME  BU" 
Hon.  WiLLiAK  H,  Sewabd,  <£o.,  die.,  dx. 
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Cbowm  Law  Dkpabtmekt, 

Quefrec,  January  24, 1865. 
The  imdersigDedhaatlie  honor  torei>ort  tohis  excellency  the  govemoi 
general  that  &om  InquirieB  made  by  him,  as  shown  by  the  annexed  cor- 
respondence,  relative  to  ttie  two  Tesaels  alluded  to  by  the  United  States 
vice-conBul,  in  his  letter  of  the  9th  December  last,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  it  does  not  appeax  that  any  suspicion 
of  their  destination,  other  than  lihe  ostensible  one,  was  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  customs  otBcers  at  Montreal,  and  that  one  of  theae  vessels, 
the  Almanderis,  had  cleared  from  the  port  of  Montreal  before  the  date 
of  the  vice-consul's  letter. 

The  undersigned  will  duly  report  to  Mb  exoellenoy  before  the  opting 
of  navigation  any  further  information  that  may  be  obt^ed  reUtive  to 
the  Piuero. 

GBOEGE  C.  CAKTIEB, 

Attorney  Oenarol,  L.  0. 


Mr.  Fu^oye  to  Mr.  Holraes. 

Ceown  Law  Depaktscekt, 
•  Quebec,  DecenAer  28, 1864. 
Sm :  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower 
Canada  t«  request  you  to  mate  diligent  inquiry  as  to  tne  trade  or  objects 
for  which  two  ships  now  building  at  Montreal,  to  be  called  El  Aloifm- 
daris  and  Piuero  are  destined,  and  to  report  to  him  from  time  to  time 
aoy  relioble  information  that  yon  may  obtain  in  relation  to  them  and 
their  destination. 

I  have,  &0.,  

GEOEGB  FUTVOTB, 
Cleric  of  Crovm  Law  Department 
B.  Holmes,  Esq^ 

Collector  of  Omionu,  MontreaL 


Mr.  Solmet  to  Mr.  Futv&ye. 

CirsTOM  House,  M(mtr6al,  Beoemher  29, 1864. 

Sm ;  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  requesting  information 
respecting  the  steamers  Alm^idaris  and  Finero,  I  beg,  for  the  informa- 
tioo  of  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower  Canada,  to  state  that 
the  former  was  built  on  a  wharf  opposite  this  cityj  and  then  taken  into 
the  Lachine  canal,  by  Mr.  Augustine  Cantin  durmg  the  last  summer. 
That  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  measuring  officer  of  this  port,  Mr. 
(VMeara,  of  Quebec,  came  up  here  and  measured  both  vessels,  and  would, 
therefore,  be  competent  to  give  every  information  as  to  whether  there 
was  anything  snspioioos  in  their  build,  or  different  ttoia  similar  passen- 
ger steam  vessels. 

These  vessels  were  both  registered  at  this  port  on  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  in  the  name  of  the  builder,  A.  Cantin,  The  Almandaris  was 
built  on  account  of  the  Gieneral  Cuban  Steam  Navigation  Company  <rf 
Havana,  and  the  Pinero  for  Ildefouso  Vivanco,  merchant,  of  same  place. 

The  Almandaris,  of  630^  tons,  J.  B.  Portias  master,  cleared  flx)m 
this  port  without  cargo  for  Havana  on  the  7th  instant,  and  by  the  latest 


BEBEL  OPERATIOirS  FROlt  CAKADA.  107 

acconnta  liad  reached  Oonso,  Trhere,  I  was  informed,  at  date  of  hw  s^Hing 
hence,  she  .would  stop  for  a  supply  of  coal. 

It  waa  intended  to  have  cleared  the  Pinero,  287^^  tons,  for  the  same    ' 
port,  bnt  owing  to  the  nnflnished  stat*  of  the  joiners'  work,  aome  differ- 
ence arose  between  the  parties  intereatwl,  which  created  a  delay  of 
several  days,  and  the  season  suddenly  closing,  the  vessel  was  compelled 
to  return  into  the  Lachine  canal  to  ■winter, 

I  would  beg  to  observe  that  Mr.  Ca&tiii,  in  November,  1858,  built  a 
steam  vessel  of  437-^  tons,  called  the  Colon,  fbrDon  Pedro  Sacosta,  of 
Havana,  which  was  transferred  to  him  there,  and  the  regiato:  retorued 
to  this  port  by  the  British  consul. 

Ihese  vessels  were  stated  to  be  intended  for  passenger  boats,  and  the 
Ahuandaris  was  fitting  up  at  date  of  her  clearance  with  state-rooms, 
&&,  as  in  the  uqual  way. 
I  have,  &C., 

BENJAMIN  HOLMES,  Collector. 

GEOBas  Fdttoye,  Esq.,  tie.,  &o,,  &e. 


Mr,  Fut^oye  to  Mr.  (PMeara. 

Ceowm  Law  Depabtmbmt, 

Qu^}ee,  January  17, 1865. 
8lE  I  am  directed  by  the  honorable  the  attorney  general  for  Lower 
Canada  to  transmit  to  you  the  inclosed  letter  of  the  collector  of  customs 
at  Montreal,  and  to  request  you  to  return  it,  at  your  early  convenJence, 
with  such  nirther  information  as  yon  may  be  able  to  lurQish  on  the 
Bobject-matter  thereof 

I  have,  &C.,  ______ 

GEOBGE  FUTVOYE, 
Clork  of  Grown  Law  Department. 
J.  P.  OMeara,  Esq., 
Measuring  Sameyor,  her  Majest^x  Customs,  Quebec. 

Mr.  CMeara  to  Mr.  Futvoye. 

CusTOU  House,  Quebec,  Jamuary  18, 1865. 

8lB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
17th  instant,  with  inclosnres  from  the  collector  of  customs,  port  of  Mon- 
treal, with  a  request  I  would  return  it  at  my  early  couveuience,  with 
BQch  further  information  as  I  may  be  able  to  ftimish  on  the  snlgect- 
matter  thereofl 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  measured  the  steamers 
recently  referred  to,  namely,  the  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  in  Montreal, 
in  the  month  of  November  last.  They  were  represented  to  me  by  Mr. 
Cantin,  the  builder,  as  being  intended  to  carry  passengers,  and  were  then 
being  fitted  up  for  that  purpose.  I  saw  nothing  at  the  time  which  could 
bare  led  me  to  suspect  that  they  were  intended  for  any  other  purpose 
thaa  Uiat  represented  t«  me  by  the  builder,  and,  in  foot,  I  remember 
ranarking  to  Mr.  Cantin  that  &om  the  way  in  which  they  were  being 
fitted  up  at  the  time  with  cane  beds,  &o.,they  appeared  admirably  adap- 
ted for  the  purpose  for  which  he  represented  them  to  be  built,  viz :  car- 
lyiug  passengers  in  tbe  tropics. 

I  have,  &C.,  * 

P.  ( 


P.  O^UEAILA., 
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Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward.  ■ 
[Extract] 

Ko.  867.]  Legation  or  the  United  States, 

Jjmd&n,  I'e^H'uaTy  2, 1865. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  • 

Hia  loidBhip  Earl  SoBBell  also  made  some  reference  to  the  meiuares  in 
agitation  at  Waatimgton  for  the  repeal  of  tjie  reciprocity  treat;,  to  tbe 
passport  system,  and  other  amuigemeiits  on  the  frontier.  He  E^ke  of 
them  with  some  apx>earance  of  regret.  1  ventured  to  say  that  I  regretted 
them  atsb.  It  was  not  yet  positivdy  certain  that  the  Senate  would  ^^86  the 
resolntion  that  had  come  from  the  Honse,  though  tpresmned  it  highly 
probable.  In  my  belief  all  these  measures  were  the  revolt  rather  of  a 
strong  politick  feeling  than  of  any  commercial  conaiderationa.  1  should 
not  disguise  the  tact  of  the  prevalence  of  great  irritotion  in  conaeqoence 
of  the  events  that  had  taken  place  in  Canada;  neither  should  I  conceal 
my  regret,  as  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  cardinal  points  of  onr 
policy,  both  to  a  political  and  commercial  sense,  to  maintain  the  most 
friendly  relations  with  the  whole  population  along  our  northern  border. 
His  lordship  intimated  that  if  any  of  our  measures  had  the  efifect  of  »■ 
pressing  the  tendency  to  active  sympathy  with  the  otlier  party  in  the 
war  among  the  colonists,  to  that  extent  it  would  do  no  barm. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAIES. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewasd, 

Secretary  of  Btate. 


Mr.  Buml^  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

"WABHrNGTON,  February  6, 1866. 

8m :  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  21st  December,  and  to  my 
reply  of  tlie  22d  December,  relative  to  an  aUeged  organization  formed  for 
sizing  United  States  ships  in  various  parts,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  frx)m  the  lieatenant 
governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 

obedient,  humble  servant,  ___  

J.  HUHE  BUEITIiET. 

Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewabd,  i£o.,  <&&,  dso. 


Lieutenant  Oovemor  MaeJDonnell  to  Mr.  BunUeg. 

GOTEENMENT  HOUSE, 
Bali/aw,  if.  8.,  January  24,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  have  not  hitherto  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  22d 
ultimo,  covering  a  communication  from  the  Honorable  William  H. 
Seward,  giving  information,  on  the  authority  of  the  United  stetea  consul 
here,  of  the  existence  of  a  piratical  organization  of  some  two  hundred 
persons  for  seizing  United  States  vessels  on  the  Canadian  lakes  and 
elsewhere. 

I  have  delayed  acknowledging  the  above  communication  in  the  expec- 
tation that  I  might  receive  mrUier  infonnstionto  give  on  the  subject.  I 
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seotforthe  TTnited  States  consul  on  raceipt  of  yonr  dispatch,  and  assoied 
him  of  the  hearty  co-operation  of  this  government  in  every  legal  measnre 
for  the  enppression  of  conspiracies  here  of  the  above  nature. 

I  hare  since  endeavoied  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  really  any 
parties  in  this  city  leagued  together  for  such  nefarious  purposes  as  the 
consal  has  suggested,  and  I  have  hitherto  failed  to  discover  any  adequate 
groonds  for  Budi  a  suppoeition. 

You  may,  however,  rely  on  my  inllitig  co-operation  to  discourage,  and, 
so  far  as  the  law  will  permit,  teprevent  this  part  of  her  Majesty's  domin- 
ions being  made  a  rallying  place  for  persons  whose  attempts  are  proha- 
Wy  designed  to  place  in  jeopardy  the  friendly  relations  wMch  at  present 
liappily  exist  between  herMiyesty's  government  and  that  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have,  &0., 

E.  G.  MAcDONlJrELL, 

JAeutenant  Oovemor. 

J.H.  Btrcm^T,  Esq.,  £e.,  <&o.,  dke. 

lUr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  7, 1865. 

8ib:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  2l8t  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
hostile  designs  of  certain  persons  in  Canada  on  the  towns  of  Burlington, 
in  Vermont,  and  Whitehall,  in  Kew  York,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  djspateh  which  I  have  received  in  reply  from  his  excellency 
the  governor  general  of  Canada. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  witli  tlie  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant* 

J.  HUME  BUENLET. 

Hon.  WoAJABt  Hi  Sbvabd,  do.,  dte.,  ite. 


YiscovMt  Monck  to  M.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  January  31, 1865. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispateh  of 
January  25,  inclosing  a  note  fi^m  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  the  designs  of  the  enemiesof  the  United  States 
larking  in  Canada  of  making  a  formidable  incursion  on  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  and  Whitehall,  New  York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  fx>  convey  to  Mr.  Seward  my  assurance 
that  the  government  of  Canada  will  use  every  exertion  to  detect  and 
defeat  such  plans. 
I  hare,  &c., 

MONCK. 

J.  H.  BUENLET,  (6c.,  (fee,  (fie. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depabtmbkt  op  State, 

Washington,  February  7, 1866. 
SiE:  I  hare  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  yesterday 
from  M.  M.  Jackson,  epq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Halifiix, 
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in  regard  to  a  projected  raid  from  Canada  into  the  United  States.  I 
■wdl  tiaank  you  to  call  the  attention  of  the  anthorities  of  that  province 
to  the  Bubject. 

I  have  uie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  obe- 
dient servant, 

Wn.T.TAM  H.  SEWABD. 

J.  Huio;  BuBNLET,  Esq.,  (£c.,_c£c.,  <fec. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Office  United  States  Teleqbaph, 

War  D^artmmt, 
The  following  t«legram  received  at  Washington,  12  m^  February  7, 
1865,  from  Halifax,  February  6, 1865 : 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed  : 

Another  raid  into  the  Unit«d  States  from  Canada  is  in  contemplation 
foil  particulars  and  instructions  respecting  which  are  given  in  several 
letters  addressed  to  ^.  B.  Davis,  at  Montreal  and  Toronto. 
M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  Oon»uL 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1269.]  Depahtment  op  State, 

Washington,  February  13, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved 
on  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  the  notice  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  1817, 
regulating  the  naval  force  on  the  lakes.    You  may  make  such  use  of 
the  same  as  may  be  necessary  or  advisable. 
I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
CHABLE9  FSANCIS  Adaus,  Esq.,  i&C.,  <£c.,  (£& 


THlETT-EiaHTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION. 


Whereas  the  United  States,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  the  other  part,  by  a  treaty  bearing  date 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen,  have  regulated  the  naval  foroe 
upon  the  lakes ;  and  it  vras  further  provided  that  "  if  either  party  should 
hereafter  be  desirous  of  annulling  this  stipulation,  and  should  give  no- 
tice to  that  eflfect  to  the  other  party,  it  shall  cease  to  be  binding  after 
the  expiration  of  sixmonthafrom  the  date  of  sach  notice^"  and  whereas 
the  peace  of  oar  frontier  is  now  endangered  by  hostUe  expeditions 
against  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  and  by  other  acte  of  lawless  persons, 
which  the  naval  force  of  the  two  countries,  allowed  by  the  existing  treaty, 
may  be  insufficient  to  prevent ;  and  whereas,  further,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  proceeded  to  give  the  notice  required  for  the  ter- 
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ninattoii  of  the  treaty  by  a  comnmnication  which  took  effect  on  the 
twenty-thu^  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four :  Therefore, 

Be  it  retolved  by  the  Seitate  and  Souee  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  ITnited  ■ 
Btaiet  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  notice  given  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  and 
Irehuid,  to  terminate  the  treaty  of  eighteen  himdred  and  seventeen,  reg- 
ulating the  naval  force  npon  the  lakes^  is  hereby  adopted  and  ratified  as 
if  tbe  same  had  been  an&orized  by  Congress. 

Approved  February  9, 1865, 


[Commnnicatod  by  British  legation.] 
Earl  RasseiU  to  Mr.  Suml^, 

No.  53.J  FOEEIOH  Oppice,  Febrmry  15, 1865. 

8m :  Mr.  Adams  came  yesterday,  by  appointment,  to  the  Foreign  Office- 

I  told  Mr.  Adams  that  the  cabinet  had  taken  into  consideration  the 
complaints  which  he  had  made  from  time  to  time,  by  order  of  his  gov- 
ernment, of  the  confederate  hostilities  in  the  lakes  of  C^ada,  of  the 
raid  at  8l  Albans,  and  of  the  vessels  built  or  fitted  ont  in  British  ports 
Tbich  were  ailerwards  found  converted  into  ships  of  war,  cruising  against 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  orders  sent  to  the  governor 
of  Canada  by  her  M^estj's  government,  and  the  proceedings  not  only 
of  the  governor  general,  but  of  the  legislature  in  Canada,  R-ould,  I 
troBted,  convince  the  United  States  government  that  everything  had 
been  done,  or  wonid  be  done,  to  prevebt  the  cairjing  on  of  hostilities 
agamat  the  United  States  from  Canadian  territorj-,  or  on  Canadian 
voters. 

With  respect  to  the  ships  bnilt,  bought,  or  fitted  out  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  the  question  was  more  difBcult.  We  had  tried 
prosecution,  and  had  to  a  great  extent  jjrevented  the  equipment  of  war- 
like vessels  in  her  Majesty's  ports  and  rivers,  to  be  afterwards  used  as 
confederate  vessels  of  war ;  but  this  success  only  rendered  the  confeder- 
ate agents  more  cautious  in  carrying  out  their  designs.  Supposing  a 
merchant  sMp  to  be  bought  and  sent  out  ostensibly  to  Bombay,  another 
vessel  laden  with  cannon  and  warlike  equipments,  with  a  large 
ship's  company,  should  be  nominally  bound  to  Mexico,  and  that  these 
two  vessels  should  meet,  say  at  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  and  one  of 
these  vessels  to  be  there  converted  into  a  confederate  cruiser,  with  a 
confederate  captain  and  a  confederate  crew ;  how  was  such  a  transaction 
to  be  prevented)  Would  not  the  plans  of  the  confederate  agents  and 
of  their  friends  in  the  conntjy  be  kept  ao  secret  that  no  law  existing,  or 
to  be  made,  could  reach  themi 

I  say  that,  struck  by  the  difDculties,  her  Mi^esty's  government  had 
determined  to  address  the  confederate  commissionets  at  Paris;  and  I 
then  proceeded  to  read  to  Mr.  Adams  the  letter  of  which  I  inclose  a 
copy.  But  I  said  there  was  always  great  difficnlty  in  conunnnicating 
with  the  confederate  authorities  at  Richmond,  and  it  had  occnn^ 
to  the  cabinet  that,  as  the  government  at  Washington  must  have  oppor- 
tunities of  communicating  with  the  confederates  on  questions  which 
always  arise  in  the  course  of  protracted  hostilities,  I  might  fairly  ask 
Mr.  Seward,  through  the  organ  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  convey  my  letter 
«afely  to  the  conf^erate  authorities. 

Mr.  Adams  raised  the  dif&culties  that  the  confederates  might  donbt 
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the  aatlieaticil7  of  the  letter ;  bat.  as  I  told  him  that  the  original  had 
been  sent  the  toy  before  to  Ixird  Cowley,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Mason, 
Mr.  Adams  acknowledged  that  difficult?  to  be  removed. 

I  said  that  either  the  confederates  would  accept  our  conditions,  or 
they  would  refuse  compliance,  and  in  the  last  case  it  wotdd  be  for  her 
Majesty's  government  to  consider  what  was.  next  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  either  ease  he  thought  advantage  wonldaccruo 
to  the  United  States ;  but  he  feared  that  the  fecility  with  which  the  con- 
federates had  obtained  ships  for  hostile  purposes  in  a  neutral  country 
would  furnish  very  dangerous  precedents  to  belligerents  in  any  Aiture 
war. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  htunble  servant, 

BUaSELL. 

J.  HuuEi  Bdbnlet,  t£'C.,  «£c.,  <£(% 

[For  iDcIosnre  see  inclosure  to  dispatch  &x>m  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  . 
Seward,  Ko.  879,  Febroary  16, 1865,  jwBi.] 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  S&ward. 

•  [Ertwwt.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Loitdm,  F^muiry  16, 1865. 
Sm:    •        •  •  •  •  •  • 

His  Ibrdsbip  Earl  Bnssell  said  he  bad  asked  to  see  me  in  order  to  let  me 
know  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  the  cabinet  on  American  affairs. 
With  regard  to  the  state  of  things  in  Canada,  in  view  of  the  instmctions 
which  had  been  sent  by  Mr.  Cardwell  to  Lord  Monck,  of  the  action  that 
bsid  been  taken  by  Lord  Monck  himself,  of  the  measures  in  progress  in 
the  legislature,  and  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  province,  it  was 
thought  that  enough  had  been  done  to  establish  confidence  there. 
'  With  respect  to  the  difBculties  that  had  been  occasioned  on  this  side 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  confederate  agents  aud  their  friends,  in  fitting 
out  vessels  and  enlisting  men  to  carry  on  the  war  from  this  country  as 
a  base,  the  cabinet  had  come  to  a  determination.  This  was  to  direct 
him  to  adtb^ss  a  letter  to  the  three  persons  who  had,  some  time  since, 
written  to  him  as  antborized  agents  of  the  confederates  at  Bichmond,  on 
another  subject-,  Messrs.  Slidell,  Mason,  and  Mann.  These  persons  were 
believed  to  be,  all  of  them,  now  at  Paris.  Such  a  letter  had  accordingly 
been  prepared.  He  proposed  now  to  read  to  me  its  contents.  Accord- 
ingly, he  read  it  over  slowly  and  deliberately.  After  he  finished,  he 
said  it  waa  proposed  to  fymish  me  witb  a  copy  few  my  government.  He 
had  already,  on  Monday,  sent  the  letter  to  Lord  Cowley,  at  Pane,  to  be 
forwarded  to  his  address.  In  order  to  be  still  more  sure  of  its  destinai* 
tion,  however,  he  proposed  to  send  a  duplicate  to  Washington,  with  a 
request  that,  through  the  channels  of  communication  whi^  appear  to ' 
have  been  established  between  that  place  and  Kicbmond,  it  might,  iJF 
thoaght  proper,  be  transmitted  by  us. 

I  then  said  that  I  had  listened  to  the  reading  of  the  letter  witb  macli 
satisfaction.  That  I  coul<l  not,  at  the  moment,  say  what  view  my  gov- 
ernment would  take  of  It,  or  of  the  proposition  to  transmit  it  through  ita 
agency.  I  could,  myself,  perceive  no  objection.  Possibly  the  other  aide 
might  be  disposed  to  refuse  to  receive  it,  because  it  came  in  that  way. 
His  lordship  remarked  that  he  had  first  sent  it  directly  to  the  agtmts  to 
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guard  against  tbat  difficulty.  He  alluded  to  the  refusal  of  tbe  govem- 
ment  to  permit  a  vessel  to  |)a«8,  on  a  former  occasioii,  as  having  been 
based  niwu  other  reasons,  which  did  not  seem  toapply  to  this  case.  I  said 
it  had  always  seemed  to  me  a  matter  of  surprise  that  some  course  of  this 
kind  had  not  been  earlier  taken. 

•  *••••• 

I  have  since  received  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell,  with  a  copypf  the 
letter.    I  send  a  copy  of  the  former  with  the  latter,  just  as  it  came  to 
me,  preserving  a  copy  of  it  to  place  in  the  archives  of  this  legation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS.  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  BusgeU  to  Mr.  AdaiM. 

Foreign  Office,  February  15, 1865. 
Lord   Russell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  aud  has  the 
honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  which  I^rd  Russell  spoke  to  Mr. 
Adanis  yesterday  as  having  been  addressed  to  Messrs.  Mason,  Shdell, 
and  Mann. 


Earl  Rugsell  to  Mason,  SUdell,  and  Mann, 
[Extract] 
Foreign  Office,  February  13, 1865. 

Gektlesien  :  Some  time  ago  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  answer 
to  a  statement  which  joa  sent  me,  that  her  Majesty  remaiued  neutral 
in  the  deplorable  coatest  now  carried  on  in  North  America,  and  that  ber 
Majesty  intended  to  persist  in  that  course. 

It  is  now  my  duty  to  request  you  to  bring  to.  the  notice  of  the  author- 
ities under  whom  you  act,  with  a  view  to  their  serious  consideration 
thereof,  the  just  complaiuts  which  her  Majesty's  government  have  to 
make  of  the  conduct  of  the  so-called  coufedetate  government.  The  facts 
upon  wliich  these  complaints  are  founded  tend  to  show  tbat  her  M^j- 
»ty'a  neuti'ality  is  not  respected  by  the  agents  of  that  government,  and 
that  nndue  and  reprehensible  attempts  have  been  made  by  them  to 
involve  her  Majesty  in  a  war  in  which  her  Majesty  had  declared  her 
intentiou  not  to  take  part. 

Thirdly,  the  presideot  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  has  put  forth 
a  proclamation  acknowledging  and  claiming  as  a  belligerent  operation, 
in  behalf  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  act  of  Bennett  G.  Burley  in 
attempting,  in  1864,  to  capture  the  steamer  Michigan,  with  a  view  to 
T^ease  numerous  confederate  prisoners  detained  in  captivity  in  John- 
Bou's  Island,  on  Lake  Erie. 

Independently  of  this  proclamation,  the  facts  connected  with  the 
attack  on  two  other  American  steamers,  the  I'hilo  Parsons  and  Island 
Queen,  on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  recent  raid  at  St.  Albans,  in  tlie  State  of 
Vermont,  which  Lieutenant  Young,  holding,  as  be  affirms,  a  commission 
in  the  Confederate  States  army^  declares  to  have  been  an  act  of  war,  and 
therefore  not  to  involve  the  guilt  of  robbery  and  murder,  show  a  gr<fss 
8AC— voL.n      ■  '  '    ■'    '-■^HTT^I^ 
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disregard  of  her  Majesty's  character  as  a  neutral  power,  and  a  desire  to 
involve  her  Majesty  it)  hostilities  with  a  contenmnoas  power  with  which 
Great  Britain  is  at  peace. 

Too  may,  gentlemen,  have  the  means  of  contesting  the  accnracy  of  the 
information  on  which  my  foregoing  stat^mpiits  have  been  foundedj  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  find  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  been  mis*- 
informed,  although  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  such  has  been  tbie 
Uise.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  information  which  her  Majesty's  goveni- 
ment  have  received  with  regard  to  these  matters  cannot  be  gainsaid,  r 
tmst  that  you  will  feel  yourselves  authorized  to  promise,  on  behalf  of 
the  confederate  government,  that  practices  so  offensive  and  unwarrant- 
able shall  cease,  and  shall  be  entirely  abandoned  forthefutnre.  I  shall, 
therefore,  await  anxiously  your  reply,  after  referring  to  the  authorities 
of  the  Confederate  States. 
I  am,  &c., 

EFSSELL.     ■ 

J.  M.  Mason,  Esq.,  J.  Slibbll,  Esq.,  J.  Mank,  Esq. 

Mr.  Seteard  to  Mr,  Burnley. 

Dbpaetment  of  State, 

VTaehin^ton,  February  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  Adverting  to  my  note  of  the  7th  instant^  communicating  to  yon 
a  copy  of  a  telegram  from  M.  M.  Jackson,  esq.,  the  United  States  cou- 
snl  at, Halifax,  I  have  the  honor  now  to  inclose,  for  your  information 
and  that  of  the  proper  authorities  of  her  Majesty's  government,  a  copy 
of  another  telegram  from  the  same  source  of  yesterday,  to  the  eftect 
that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  points  of  attack  by  the  rebel 
raiders  from  Canada,  and  that  threats  are  made  against  Rochester,  Kew 
York. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,   yonr 
obedieut  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
J.  Hume  Bxtrnley,  Esq.,  <C-c.,  tC-c,  tC-c. 


Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Seirard. 
Office  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph,  War  Department. 
The  following  telegram  received  at  Washington  6.22  p.  m,,  February 
16, 1865,  from  HaUfax,  Nova  Scotia,  February  16, 1805 : 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward  : 

Am  informed  that  Oswego  will  probably  be  one  of  the  points  of  attaot 
by  rebel  raiders  iVom  Canada,  and  that  threats  are  made  against  Koeh- 
ester.    Dispatches  by  steamer. 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 

United  States  ConsuL 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Burnlet/. 

Depatrment  of  State, 

Washington,  February  19,  1865- 
•SntT  Referring  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  us 
regard  to  the  suspicious  steamer  Georgian  or  Georgiaua,  I  have  the 
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honor  to  acqnaiDt  yon,  for  the  informatiou  of  the  proper  aatboritiea  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  that  in  »  dispatcli  of  the  6th  ioBtant^  addressed 
to  me  by  D.  Thurston,  esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  Stot«a  at  Toronto, 
it  is  stated  that  the  steamer  Georgian  has  been  transferred  to  George 
fajloT  Denison,  a  major  in  the  militia  (cavalry)  of  Canada ;  that  he  pro- 
fesses to  huve  paid  $13,000  for  her ;  bat  Mr.  Thurston  states  that  no  such 
sam'has  ever  been  in  the  meter's  possession,  and  that  he  understands 
that  Geor^  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  birth,  and  a  colonel  in  the  insurgent 
service,  who  spent  some  months  in  Toronto,  and  who  avowed  that  he 
vas  there  as  tJie  agent  of  the  insurgents,  and  for  a  special  object,  left 
that  city  a  few  days  before  it  was  known  that  the  vessel  had  pa^ed  into 
Geoi^e  T.  Denison's  hands ;  that  Dawson  has  a  family  connection  with 
Deniiioii,  and  was  very  intimately  associated  with  bim  during  his  res- 
idence in  that  city. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dieot  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuuE  BuBNLET,  Esq.,  <£c.,  d^.,  £e. 


Mr.  ThnrsUm  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Toronto,  February  6,  1865. 

Sir:    •  ••••.. 

The  steamer  Georgian  has  been  transfei'red  to  George  Taylor  Deuisou, 
of  this  city,  a  major  in  the  militia  (cavalry)  of  Canada.  He  professes  to 
have  paid  $13,000  for  her,  but  no  such  sum  has  ever  been  in  bis  posses- 
sion. He  is  the  brother  of  Brigade  M^or  Denison,  of  this  city,  and  it 
was  the  hist  named  goutleman  from  whom  I  obtained  the  infonnatioii. 
I  UDdeifitand  that  George  Dawson,  a  Canadian  by  bii'tb,  and  a  rebel 
colonel,  who  spent  some  mouths  in  this  city,  and  avowed  that  he  wus 
liere  ns  the  agent  of  the  rebel  government,  and  for  a  si)ecial  object,  left 
this  city  a  few  days  belore  it  was  kuowu  that  the  boat  bad  passed  iuto 
George  T.  Denison's  hands.  He  is  connected  in  some  way,  by  marriage, 
with  George  T.  Denison,  and  was  very  Intimately  associated  with  him 
daring  liis  residence  in  this  city. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
D.  THURSTON, 

JJnited  States  Consul. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretarji  of  State, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adann. 

So.  1274.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Wa8hingt<mf  February  21, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  February,  No.  868.  In  that 
paper  yon  inform  uie  that  the  accounts  received  in  England  of  the  agita- 
tion here  of  restrictive  measures  to  operate  in  Canada  are  made  the  oc- 
i^on  for  allegations  in  private  conversation,  and  in  the  public  press. 
that  a  determined  spirit  of  enmity  to  Great  Britain  prevails  throughout 
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tJiis  country.  Ton  inform  me,  farther,  tbat  a  reconciliation  between  tbe 
InsiirRents  and  the  national  anthoriticB  is  considered  less  imposMhle  now 
than  heretofore,  and  tJiat  it  is  assumed  that  tlie  liappeuing  of  this  event 
will  be  simultaTieons  with  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
a^inst  Great  Britain,  and  a  joint  advance  of  the  two  armies  now  oper- 
ating against  each  other  upon  Canada.  After  reading  these  statements, 
I  am  not  surprised  by  the  further  one  that  it  begins  to  be  whisi>ered  in 
certain  political  quarters  that  the  really  wise  way  to  avert  so  grave  ft 
danger  as  the  one  thus  indicated  would  be  to  anticipate  it  by  sustaining 
the  insurgents  so  far  as  to  prevent  their  ruin,  even  though  it  should  be 
at  the  hazard  of  a  war. 

I  appreciate  fully  .yonr  suggestion,  that  we  shall  confonn  our  policy 
toward  Great  Britain  to  the  immediate  exigency  which  the  recurrence 
of  the  parliamentary  elections  has  created ;  it  being  understood  that  in 
England  our  enemies  are  chiefly  fonnd  on  what  they  there  call  the  con- 
8er\'ative  aide,  while  our  friends  range  themselves  under  tlte  so-called 
liberal  banner. 

Tlie  difficulty  consists  not  at  all  in  following  your  advice,  but  in  secur- 
ing a  fair  and  candid  consideration  of  our  proceedings  by  even  the  lib- 
erals of  Great  Britain, 

Wv  have  borne  from  subjects  of  Great  Britain  at  home  the  virtual 
de-'%tnti-tion  of  our  foreign  trade,  and  the  feedii^K  and  arming  of  the  insur- 
gents iVom  British  ports  and  warehouses.  We  have  maintained  free 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  British  subjects  who  dwell  in  Canada, 
until  we  have  become  imsafe  on  the  border  lakes  and  rivers.  Our  money  , 
was  plundered  from  the  banking-housea  on  the  frontier,  and  all  the 
hotels  of  the  city  of  Sew  York  wens  simultaneously  flrcd  by  incendiaries 
having  shelter  and  protection  in  the  British  provinces.  These  jwrils 
and  wrongs  were  incurred  after  three  years  of  earnest  and  vigorous  but 
nusueccssful  warning  and  remonstnmce.  It  is  thus  seen  that  we  have 
had  not  one,  l>nt  many  just  causes  of  war  against  Great  Britain.  Sever- 
theless  we  have  not  made  war,  but  have  only  discontinued  reciprocal 
ti-ide,  and  imposed  some  restrictions  upon  intercourse,  reserving  the 
power  to  relax  or  increase  them  as  the  course  of  Canada  and  the  British 
government  should  become  friendly  or  grow  more  hostile  and  injurious. 

If  the  moderation  thus  practiced  in  regard  to  Canada  is  understood 
by  the  British  nation  as  an  indication  of  determined  enmity  to  it-self, 
what  can  we  do  to  correct  the  impression  I  We  are  not  able  to  endure 
more  patiently  or  more  meekly  than  we  have  endnrcd  injuries  in  that 
quarter.  Belaxation  on  oin"  part,  without  receiving  any  guarantees  from 
Canada,  would  expose  us  to  new  aggressions.  The  case  is  the  sunve  in 
regard  to  aggi-essions  from  Liverpool  and  the  Clyde.  We  just  now  learn 
that  Humble,  who  got  out  the  Bappahannock,  is  acquitted.  Tliat 
vessel  is  oi>enIy  and  flagrantly  used,  by  persons  harbored  and  jirotected 
in  Great  Britain,  as  a  receiving  ship,  to  man  new  piratical  vessels,  which 
tlireaten  not  only  our  few  shii)3  on  the  ocean,  but  our  blockade  and  our 
cities.  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liveii>ool,  writes  us  that  the  Ajax  liaa 
jnst  gone  out;  that  another  pirate,  called  her  consort,  wilt  go  out  from 
a  Britisli  i>ort,  and  be  armed  by  British  subjects ;  and  yet  her  Mtyesty's 
government,  if  they  pursue  the  same  policy  as  heretofore,  will  not  only 
treat  those  vessels,  but  even  insist  that  we  shall  treat  them,  as  lawful 
belligerent  vessels. 

jllr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  London,  writes  us  that  the  "  No.  40,"  alias 
Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  a  vessel  as  powerful  as  the'  Kearsarge,  is  likely  soou 
to  b(i  afloat,  fully  armed  and  manned.  The  Ea])paliannock,  the  Talla- 
hassee, the  Chickauianga,  and  the  8henandoah,  all  recognized  by  her 
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Majesty's  government  as  hn\'iDg  a  lawful  belligerent  cliarncter,  are,  as 
vt  onilerstand,  down  to  this  day,  standing  in  the  registers  of  the  British 
mstoms  in  the  names  of  Britisli  owners,  under  their  former  names  of 
ScvUa,  Atlanta,  Edisto,  and  Sea  Kiug.  And  now  comes,  at  this  late 
hoir,  a  new  embarrassment.  One  of  Annan's  rams,  built  at  Bordeaux 
fcr  the  insurgents,  clandestinely  receives  her  armameat  from  a  British 
steamer  off  the  coast  of  Prance. 

It  mnst  be  manifest  that,  under  these  circumstance,  we  are  so  far  from 
being  able  to  choose  a  less  vigorous  defensive  policy  in  regard  to  Great 
Biitain  that  we  most  rather  expect  to  be  obliged  to  adopt  more  ^lirect 
and  vigorous  measures  of  resistance  to  her  liostile  subjects.  It  setinis  to 
ng  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  control  of  the  whole  situation. 
Let  them  pursue  and  punish  the  Britisli  subjects  who  wage  these  end- 
less and  manilbld  hostilities,  or,  at  least,  abandon  them  to  the  fate  of 
pirates  and  enemies  of  the  human  race,  as  they  are.  Let  that  govcm- 
fflent  seek  peace  with  us,  as  earnestly  as  we  desire  peace  and  good  rela- 
tions with  Great  Britain,  and  all  ap]>rehensions  of  enmity  ou  the  part  of 
the  United  States  will  ^^^tually  be  found  to  be  groundless  aud  diimeri- 
caL  If  any  Britieli  iiollticians  fear  that  we  shall  make  hostility  to  Great 
Britain  a  condition  of  reconciliation  with  the  insurgeuts,  and  an  occa- 
sion for  aggression,  those  politicians  are  the  victims  of  a  delusion  which 
tbey  themselves  have  created.  It  is  true,  I  have  intimations  from  not 
one,  bnt  many  insurgent  emissaries,  that  such  a  condition,  if  tendered, 
might  be  accepted,  and  that  the  two  parties  combined,  on  some  such 
HHiditioD,  might  end  this  fearful  domestic  strife  by  a  comiaoa  war 
sgunst  any  European  state  we  might  choose  for  an  enemy.  1  suy  to  you 
now,  by  direction  of  the  President,  as  I  have  already  said  to  Mr.  Bige- 
lov,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  this  government  to  fight  the  battle  through 
Dpon  the  present  line,  if  no  European  state  intervenes ;  but  I  cannot,  at 
the  same  time  omit  to  say,  that  the  British  government,  by  its  toleia- 
tion  of  the  hostilities  of  its  subjects,  forces  u)>on  the  American  people 
the  question  most  diiScult  of  all  of  solution  by  popular  judgment, 
whether  Great  Britain  is,  or  is  not,  actually  intervening  in  fevor  of  the 
iniwrgents. 

I  have  written  this  dispatch  with  perfect  freedom,  as  a  transcript  of 
the  feelings  of  our  administration.  You  will  make  such  use  of  it  aayour 
"«Ti  discretion  shall  approve,  with  regard  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
[TO  nations. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Ceables  Fbancis  Adaus,  Esq.,  ^.,  (&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  BumJey. 

Depaetment  op  State, 

Watkington,  February  23, 18C5. 
SlE :  Referring  to  my  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  instant,  I  have  the 
^or  to  inclose  for  the  ftyther  information  of  the  proper  authorities  of 
^  Majesty's  government  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant,  from 
IL  M.  .lackson,  esq,,  the  United  States  consul  at  Halifax,  respecting  the 
^oposed  hostile  expeditions  against  the  United  States  ft'om  Canada. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  eonsidenttion,  sir,  your  obe- 
finit  servant, 

WILLIlIM  H.  SEWAJtD. 
J.  HOIE  BUBNLBT,  Esq.,  (fee.,  (Cc,  (fee.  ,      I     CjOOQIC 
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Mr.  Jackson  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Halifax,  Xova  Scotia,  February  13, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  telegr^ma  to  you  I 
have  endeavored  to  procure  further  information  in  relation  to  the  de- 
signs of  the  rebels,  now  in  Canada,  upon  our  northern  borders. 

I  have  ascertained  that  the  rebels,  now  scattered  through  several  of 
the  border  towns  in  Canada,  designed,  some  time  since,  making  another 
paid  from  Canada  into  the  United  States,  but  their  operations  have  been 
suspended  to  await  tlie  result  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  Canadian 
coiuls  iu  the  case  of  the  St.  Albans  raiders.  They  aver,  however,  that 
the  result  of  those  proceedings  will  not  defeat  their  plans;  and  that,  at 
the  earliest  practicable  period,  they  will  attempt  to  carry  them  into 
execution. 

I  have  been  informed  that  one  of  the  polnte  to  be  attficked  is  Oawego, 
New  York.    They  also  make  threats  against  Bochester. 

The  headquarters  of  these' desperadoes  are  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Kisge- 
ton,  and  the  other  towns  upon  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Canadian  border. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  will  attempt,  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  to 
consummate  their  plans ;  their  objects  being  both  to  plunder  and  injure 
the  people  of  the  loyal  States,  and  to  create  trouble,  if  possible  a  war, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  JACKSON, 
UniUd  States  GonstO, 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  884.]  Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmidon,  February  33,  1865, 
Sia :  I  have  just  come  from  an  interview  with  Lord  BusselL 

Having  completed  what  I  had  to  say,  I  was  about  to  take  my  leave, 
when  his  lordship  remarked  that  when  I  came  he  had  expected  I  was 
about  to  dLBcus9  a  different  matter.  He  had  presumed  that  I  was  to 
give  notice  of  the  termination  of  the  reciprocity  treaty.  I  replied  that 
the  papers  had  been  received  by  me,  with  instructions  to  give  the  noti*^ 
at  some  time  after  the  17th  of  March,  the  earliest  period  at  which  it  wa.<; 
possible  to  do  so  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  His  lordship  said  that  the 
subject  had  been  under  consideration  in  the  cabinet  yesterday,  at  which 
he  had  not  been  able  to  attend.  He  had,  however,  been  apprised  that 
it  had  been  thought  advisable,  in  regard  to  the  notice  already  given  as 
to  terminating  the  arrangement  of  1817,  to  begin  to  think  of  something 
to  substitute  in  its  place.  He  was  not  himself  disposed  to  question  the 
reasonableness  of  our  disposition,  under  the  late  course  of  events,  to 
increase  our  armament,  but  this  would  necessarily  involve  on  their  part 
a  duty  of  making  some  similar  provision.  He  thought  that  an  under- 
standing would  be  advisable,  so  that  each  party  could  prepare  itself  ac- 
cordingly. The  same  remark  might  be  made  of  the  reciprocity  treaty. 
The  interval  before  its  termination  might  be  profitably  employed  in 
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matariog  sucli  amendoieute  to  it  as  woald  remove  present  objections. 
He  could  not  but  tliink  that,  in  substance,  both  of  these  compacts  had 
beMi  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  both  countries.  I  replied  that  in  my 
omi  opinion  they  had  been  highly  useful,  and  now  that  the  Canadian 
iQtborities  had  taken  such  vigorous  measures  to  put  an  end  to  the  oi>era- 
Homs  of  the  ntaraaders  on  the  border,  I  inclined  to  indulge  the  hope 
Ant  we  should  hear  no  more  of  them.  It  vfa»  only  necessary  that  her 
Majesty's  government  should  lift  its  Kttte  finger  in  earnest,  and  the 
Ttiole  rebel  programme  in  Canada  would  be  scattered  to  the  winds.  The 
delivery  of  Uie  men  found  guilty  of  these  atroaities  on  the  border  would 
Mt  as  a  preventive  against  all  projects  of  that  kind  in  future.  I  was. 
therefore,  in  great  hopes  that  the  apitreheosion,  justly  euongh  excited 
at  the  moment,  would  soon  die  away,  so  that  there  would  be  no  occa- 
aoQ  for  resorting  to  extraordinary  permanent  measures  of  precaution. 
Annaments  were  expensive  and  useless.  They  only  served  in  troubled 
times  to  breed  mutual  suspicions.  To  judge  from  the  tone  in  the  House 
of  Lords  the  other  day,  one  would  supiwse  that  we  were  about  to  pounce 
upon  Canada  -with  our  whole  force.  Yet  we  had  been  liviug  for  half  a 
ctntmy  almost  nnint^ruptedly  in  tiill  reliance  on  the  good  &ith  of  each 
other,  and  I  saw  no  reason  why  we  might  not  do  so  again  hereafter. 

•  •  •••••••, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,     . 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Sal282.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March,  1, 1865. 
Snt:      •  •••••• 

Canada  is  one  of  the  i>oiut8  where  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 
is  immediately  exposed.  Judge  Smith  yesterday  a<youmed  the  case  of 
die  St.  Albans  raiders  eight  days,  and  thus  he  has  again  rendered  it 
impossible  for  us  to  modify  our  restrictive  measures  in  regard  to  that 
province.  There  is  reason  to  hope,  however,  that,  if  not  the  judiciary, 
the  executive  authorities  of  Canada  will  soon  take  such  proceedings  as 
vill  leassnre  the  border  sentiment-.  In  that  case  the  President  will 
hasten  to  manifest  a  renewed  sense  of  security  and  of  liberality  towards 
that  important  province. 

•  •••■•• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ceables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <£c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  7, 1865.  . 

SiE:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  31st  of  January,  I  have  the 

umor  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  a  dispatch,  and  of  its  ioclosures,  which 
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I  have  received  from  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada, 
relative  to  the  vessels  Almaudaris  and  Pinero,  alleged  to  be  intended 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  J-onr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HTJME  BURNLEY. ' 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewasd,  <fec.,  dx.,  &c. 


Tltcoltnt  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley.  / 

Quebec,  February  28, 1865. 

Sib  :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  Janoary,  I  have  the 

honor  to  transmit  to  you  coi)ies  of  a  report  from  the  attorney  general 

for  Canada  East,  and  a  letter  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  the  port 

of  Montreal,  relative  to  the  vessels  Almandaris  and  Pineco. 

I  shall  feel  unch  obliged  if  you  will  communicate  this  information  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

MONCK. 
J.  HlTMB  BUBNLET,  Esq.,  tfic,  (fee.,  &c. 


Mr.  Cartier  to  Viscount  Monck, 

Cbown  Law  Dbpabtment, 

Quebec,  February  28, 1865. 
The  undersigned  has  the  honor,  in  addition  to  his  report  of  the  24tli 
ultimo,  to  transmit  to  his  excellency  the  governor  general  copy  of  a 
letter,  with  inclosure,  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Montreal, 
in  relation  to  two  vessels,  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  the  former  of  which 
is  reported  as  having  been  sold  to  Spanish  subjects  at  Havana,  and  the 
latter,  still  lying  in  the  Lachiue  canal,  aa  having  been  transt'erred  by 
bill  of  sale  to  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  city  of  Montreal. 

GEORGE  E.  CARTIER, 

Attorney  General,  L.  C. 


Mr.  Holmes  to  Mr.  Futroye. 

Custom  House,  Montreal,  Ftbrvary  21, 1865. 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  28th  December,  last,  requir- 
ing to  be  informed,  for  the  information  of  the  honorable  the  attorney 
general,  of  any  facts  thereatter  coming  to  my  knowledge  touching  the 
vessels  E!  Almandaris  and  Pinero,  I  beg  to  say  this  morning's  mail 
brought  me  baek  the  registry  of  the  Almandaris,  with  advice  of  her 
transfer  at  Havana. 
Inclosed  is  copy  of  letter  of  advice. 
I  have,  &c., 

BENJ.  HOLMES,  Collector. 
Geobge  Futboye,  Esq., 

Clerk  of  Crown  Laic  Department,  Quebec. 
'  P.  S. — ^The  Pinero  still  lying  in  the  canal,  bat  has  been  transferred  by 
bill  of  sale  to  Joseph  Tiffin,  jr.,  of  this  city. 

Doil.cdbiCOOgIC 
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Mr.  Bundi  to  tke  Registrar. 

Havana,  February  8, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  liave  tbe  honor  of  trousmittiug  to  you  herewith  the  British 
eertilicate  of  regiBtry  of  steamer  AliuaDdaris,  ofilicial  number  46,257,  of 
your  port,  sold  this  day  to  Spanish  subjects  for  $81,3^10,  currency  of 
Canada. 

I  [emain,  &c., 

JOHN  BllSCH.  Consul  General. 
The  Ekgistbab,  Montreal,  Canada. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

•  Washington,  March  7, 1865. 

SiE :  "With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  calling  my  atten- 
tion to  snspiciona  circumstances  attending  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Geor- 
giana,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  1  have 
received  irom  his  excellency  the  governor  general  of  Canada  ou  this 
sabject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your  most 
obedieot,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUHNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  &c.,  (£c.,  tfeo. 


Lord  Monck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Quebec,  February  28, 18C5. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  disjiatvh  of 
the  22d  instant,  and  its  inclosare,  relative  to  the  purchase  of  tbe  steamer 
Georgrian,  or  Georgiana,  by  Mr,  Deuisou,  of  Toronto. 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply,  that  I  had  been  already  made 
aware  of  the  change  in  the  ownership  of  this  vessel,  aud  that  a  close 
watch  hati  been  kept,  and  will  continue  to  be  kept,  by  the  Canadian 
anthorities,  on  any  proceedings  connected  with  her,  in  order  to  take  the 
proper  legal  steps  should  any  auspicious  facts  be  disclosed. 
Z  have,  &c, 

MOHOK. 
J.  H.  BCBMI.EY,  Esq. 

Mr.  Seioard  to  Mr,  Adams. 

So.  1289.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  March  8, 1865. 
Sib  :  The  notice  which  has  been  given  by  this  government  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  convention  of  April,  1817,  limiting  the  naval  force  on  the 
lakes,  was  indispensable,  to  enable  us  technically  with  honor  to  protect 
oaraelves  trom  insurgent  incursious  from  Canadian  territory.  As  it  is 
lulled  and  believed  that,  ander  existing  circumstances,  no  furtlier  incnr- 
dons  of  that  character  may  be  apprebende*!,  you  may  say  to  Lord  Kus- 
iell  that  we  are  quite  willing  that  the  convention  should  remain  practi- 
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cally  in  force ;  that  this  govemnieDt  has  not  constructed  or  conunenced 
building  any  additional  war  vessels  on  the  lakes,  or  added  to  the  arma- 
ment of  the  single  one  which  was  previously  its  property;  and  that  no 
such  vessels  will  in  future  be  bnilt  or  armed  by  us  in  that  quarter.  It 
is  hoped  and  expected,  however,  that  her  Majesty's  government,  on  its 
part,  so  long  as  this  determination  shall  be  observed  in  good  faith  by 
that  of  the  United  States,  will  neither  construct,  nor  arm,  nor  introduce 
armed  vessels  in  excess  of  the  force  stipulated  for  by  the  convention 
referred  to. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Charles  Feahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

[Eitract] 

Uo.  1294.]  Depabtmeht  of  State, 

Washington,  March  9, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  reserved  for  consideration  in  this  paper  the  account 
which,  in  your  dispatch  No.  879,  you  give  of  a  conversation  held  by  you 
with  Earl  Russell  at  3  o'clock  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  February,  npon 
the  subject  of  aggressions  coming  from  British  provinces  and  ports,  and 
certain  papers  relating  thereto,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  not©  addressed  to 
you  by  Earl  Russell  on  the  15th  of  February  last,  and  of  a  note  which 
the  earl,  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  addressed  to  the  rebel  emissaries, 
SUdell,  Mason,  and  Mann,  at  Paris. 

While  I  waa  reading  these  pajters,  Mr.  Burnley  called,  and  left  with  me 
for  my  perusal  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  he  had  just  received,  in  which  Earl 
Hiissell  has  given  his  own  version  of  the  same  conversation  to  which  I 
have  before  referred. 

There  is  a  practical  agreement  between  the  two  statements ;  the  only 
difference,  if  any,  consists  in  greater  explicitness  of  the  earl's  explana.- 
tions  to  you,  as  they  are  presented  by  hiuiself. 

Earl  Uussell  remarked  substantially  in  that  conversatiQn  that  he 
thought  that  the  proceedings  which  had  been  taken  by  her  Majesty's 
government,  by  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  and  by  the  legislature 
of  that  province,  in  regard  to  apprehended  raids  and  aggressions  from 
that  province,  would  be  satisfactory. 

Upon  this  point  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Card- 
wdl  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada,  referred  to  by  Earl  Russell,  were 
some  time  since  made  known  to  this  der)artment,  and  they  were  thought 
to  be  highly  friendly  and  judicious.  The  legiglatiire  of  Canada  has  re- 
cently passed  a  law  which,  if  duly  executed,  will  enable  the  executive 
authorities  to  remove  from  the  provlucea  any  foreigner3  who  may  seek, 
to  make  therein  a  base  for  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  States. 
That  legislature  is  also  understood  to  be  perfecting  the  enactment  of  a 
law  which  will  provide  for  the  indemnity  of  the  persons  who  were  robbed 
in  the  raids  upon  St.  Albans.  Judge  Smitli  still  delays  proceedings 
upon  the  requisition  for  the  delivery  of  the  robbers  and  murderers  in 
that  case,  but  Mr.  Bumley  has  conhdentially  assured  me,  on  the  author- 
ity of  the  governor  generaJ,  that,  if  they  shall  not  be  delivered  to  the 
United  States,  they  will  be  promptly  detained  and  vigcwously  prosecuted 
for  violation  of  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  aind  of  Canada,  committed  iu 
connection  with  offenses  at  St.  Albans.  (  'iti'tolr 
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In  riew  of  tliese  fects  and  of  the  esplaoations  which  were  made  to  yon 
by  Earl  Kusaell  in  the  aforementioned  conversation,  I  have,  by  the  Vre- 
gident's  direction,  issued  an  order  which  entirely  rescinds  the  passport 
Tfgukdons  of  thel7th  of  December  hwt,  so  far  as  it  relates  t«  the  prov- 
ince of  Canada.  A  copy  of  the  order  thus  made  to-day  is  annexed  to 
this  dispatch. 

I  tun,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILIiLAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chaeles  Feamcis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&e.,  tfec,  <£e. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seieard. 

■WASHmoTON,  March  9, 1865. 

SlE:  With  referwice  to  your  notes  of  the  7th  and  17th  ultimo,  rela- 
tive to  the  information  furnished  to  von  by  the  United  States  consul  at 
Halifax,  respecting  projected  raids  mt«  the  United  States  territorj-,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  addressed  by  his 
eicellency  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  the  United  States  consul,  as 
to  tbe  necessity  of  giving  him  in  the  first  instance  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence of  any  raid  into  the  United  States  contemplated  by  partiea  con- 
nected with  that  province,  either  as  transient  travelers  or  otherwise. 

His  excellency  further  observes,  that  if  there  existed  any  similar  and 
proved  necessity  for  investing  the  governor  with  extraonliuary  powers 
as  in  Canada,  the  legislature  would  not  hesitate  to  give  them:  but  that, 
at  present,  from  the  best  information  which  he  can  procure,  he  has  rea- 
son to  think  that  no  such  powers  are  required  iu  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBKLEY. 

Hon.  WHAIAM  H.  SeWAED,  et-c,  et-c,  t&c. 


Mr.  Daly  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

Government  House, 
Salifaj^,  Jf.  S.,  February  18, 13C5. 

SiB:  The  lieutenant  governor,  Sir  K.  G.  Macdonneil,  has  this  day 
received  a  letter  from  the  British  charge  d'affaires  at  Washington,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  telegram  sent  by  you  on  the  7th  instaut  to  Mr. 
Seward,  representing  tha£  another  raid  into  the  United  States  &om 
Canada  is  in  contemplation. 

His  excelleucy  instructs  me  to  remind  you  that  on  the  2d  of  January 
yon  had  interview  with  him  in  reference  to  the  existence  of  a  supposed 
coospimcy  here  by  parties  contemplating  a  raid  into  the  United  States 
frwn  Canada,  which  you  had  sinularly  represented  to  Mr.  Seward,  who 
ismediately  transmitted,  throngh  the  English  embassy,  a  cop;  of  that 
commanication  to  his  excellency. 

The  lienteuant  governor  informed  you  on  that  occasion  of  bis  earnest 
deaJre  to  assist  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  this  province  being 
Bade  a  center  for  intrigues  against  a  neigbhoriug  and  friendly  state. 
He  understood,  therefore,  that  you  would  not  fail  to  communicate  with 
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him  on  receipt  of  any  reliahle  information  connected  with  illegal  asno- 
ciatioQS  in  this  province,  intended  to  disturb  the  peace  or  assail  the 
property  of  the  neighboring  States. 

His  excellency,  therefore,  desires  me  to  suggest,  that  there  is  some- 
thing  incongrnous  and  inconvenient  in  his  continning  to  receive  from 
Washington  information  which,  if  it  concerns  any  persons  in  this  pro- 
vince, might  obviously  be  more  usefully  communicated  in  the  first 
instance  to  this  government,  than  by  a  circuitous  route,  and  a  delay  of 
nearly  a  fortnight.  In  all  sach  matters  promptitude  of  action  is  the 
thiug  most  needed. 

The  lieutenant  governor  ■would,  therefore,  feel  obliged  by  your  takipg 
an  early  opportunity  of  waiting  on  him,  and  fully  explaining  the  nature 
of  the  proceedings  contemplated  by  parties  liostUe  to  the  United  States; 
that  he  will  endeavor  to  counteract  such  plots  on  British  ^^und,  so  fkr 
as  any  aetion  for  that  purpose  can  be  taken  by  this  government. 
I  have,  &C., 

M.  BOWES  BALT, 
Private  Secretary. 

XT.  S.  Consul  Jackson,  <6e.,  tfcc,  dc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

No.  1200.]  Depaetmbnt  op  State, 

Waahing^m,  March  10,  1865. 
SiE:  Tour  two  dispatches  of  February  23,  Nos.  883  and  884,  have 
beeu  received.  Both  relate  to  one  general  subject,  and  I  shall  there- 
fore consider  them  together.  That  subject  is  an  apprehension  wbicli 
prevails  in  British  political  circles  that  the  close  of  our  civil  strife  will 
be  improved  by  this  government  to  inaugurate  a  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, ill  which  war  Canada  will  be  the  objective  point.  The  rej^trictive 
policy  ill  regard  to  Cauada  which  we  were  compelled  to  adopt,  to  coun- 
teract aggressions  from  British  provinces  and  porta,  seems  to  be  regarded 
as  a  Iresh  proof  of  tlie'  inimical  purpose  referred  to,  while  a  suppo-sed 
general  unfriendliness  on  my  own  part  is  assumed  in  justification  of  the 
suspicion. 

In  au  interview  with  Mr.  Burnley  yesterday,  invited  by  myself,  I 
authorized  him  to  inform  Earl  Kussell  that,  in  my  judgment,  even  had 
there  been  no  disturbance  of  our  friendly  relations  with  Canada  or 
Great  Britain,  the  late  reciprocity  treaty  could  not  have  been  continued 
beyond  ita  appointed  term,  without  being  modified  so  essenrially  as  to 
require  a  thorough  revision  of  the  compact,  and  that  such  a  revision 
would  necessarily  involve  a  submission  of  the  whole  subject  to  not  only 
the  Senate,  but  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  observed  fur- 
ther to  Mr.  Burnley  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  utterly  unavailing 
to  attempt  to  negotiate  with  Great  Britain  a  treaty  of  reciprocal  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  while  this  civil  war  continues, 
with  Great  Britain  in  her  present  attitude,  recognizing  the  instu'gents 
as  a  belligerent,  and  thus  derogating  the  United  States  from  their 
accustomed  sovereignty  over  all  the  territory  and  all  the  citizens  of  the 
republic,  I  gave  my  reasons  for  this,  namely,  that  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things  has  proved  destructive  of  our  national  commerce  and  sub- 
versive of  friendship  between  our  people  and  those  of /Great  Bijtatu. 
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I  farther  stated  to  Mr.  Burnley  that  there  seems  good  reason  to  believe 
that  this  civil  war  has  already  come,  or  is  about  coining  to  such  a  crisis 
that  we  may  look  for  an  early  recognition  of  our  full  national  anthority 
by  Great  Britain,  and  that  when  that  change  shall  take  place,  this  gov- 
emmeDt  will  cheerfully  enter  into  negotiations,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  a  just^  fair,  and  eqnal  reciprocity  in  trade  can  be  established 
between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  Of  course,  in  this  matter  I  am 
Dot  to  be  understood  as  assuming  to  speak  for  the  Senate  or  for  Con- 
gress. 

You  will  see  that  in  this  proceeding  I  anticipated  an  important  sug- 
gestion of  Earl  Russell,  communicated  in  your  dispatch  now  before  mc, 
which  snggestion  is  accepted  as  having  been  made  in  the  interest  of 
peace  and  friendahip.  Perhaps  it  is  not  improper  to  add,  that  in  no 
CMC  does  this  government  contemplate  war  against  Great  Britain, 
whether  for  Canada,  or  any  other  object.  So  far  are  we  from  seeking 
either  an  occasion  or  a  cause,  or  a  theater  of  war  with  Great  Britiiin, 
ve  are  earnestly  desiring  peace,  IHeudsbip,  and  commuoioQ  with  that 
great  nation.  But,  on  the  other  band,  I  repeat,  and  must  continue  to 
insist,  tliat  the  United  States  cannot  consent  to  endure  indefinitely  the 
ityaries  resulting,  directly'and  indirectly,  from  the  present  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the  existing  insurrection.  They  cannot  con- 
Bent  to  remain  derogated  as  a  naval  power  to  a  level  with  a  local  slavery- 
opholdiug  rebellion,  destitute  of  ports,  courts,  and  ships  of  war.  Nev- 
ertheless, our  policy  is  directed  to  the  redress  of  this  wrong  by  lawful 
and  by  i>eAcetul  means ;  and  it  will  be  persisted  in,  in  the  same  manner, 
until  other  powers  shall  concede  to  the  United  States  the  position  they 
held,  with  the  free  consent  of  all  nations,  betbre  the  insurrection  began. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Chablgs  Fbancis  Ai>A3is,  Esq.,  ■£«.,  £c.,  t&e. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washojgton,  March  11,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  communicated  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada  a  copy  of 
your  note  of  the  23d  of  February,  relative  to  alleged  plans  of  persons 
rei^idiiig  in  Canada  for  making  hostile  incursions  into  the  United  States, 
and  I  have  now  tlic  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  his  excellency's  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HOME  BUENLEY. 
Hon.  ■William  H.  Sewaed,  t&c,  tOc,  »fcc. 


Yiscount  M(mck  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

GOVEENSTENT  HousE,  Qtiebec,  March  4, 1SC5. 
Stb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  25th  February,  covering  copies  of  a  note  and  iuclosures  from  the  Sec- 
retarj-  of  Stat*  of  the  United  States  resiiecting  the  alleged  formation  by 
persons  reading  in  Canada  of  plans  for  making  hostile  incursions  into 
the  United  States.    I  beg  that  you  will  inform  the  government  of  t^ 
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0Dit«d  States  that  I  shall  contiDae  to  ase  every  exertion  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  snch  projects. 
I  have,  &c, 

MOMCK. 
J.  Hume  Buknlet,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  BumUy. 

Dbpaetmbnt  op  State, 

WatkingUm,  March  14, 1865. 

Sm :  I  hftve  the  honor  to  aclcnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
9th  of  March,  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  a  copy  of  a  letier 
adtlreased  to  you  on  the  18th  of  February  last  by  the  private  secretaiy 
of  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  prorince  of  Nova  Scotia. 

A  word  of  explanation  will  clear  up  the  difficulty  to  which  the  gover 
nor  refers.  Our  consuls  in  the  provincea  have  no  political  functions. 
A  proper  deference  to  the  authority  of  the  imperial  government  forbids 
any  direct  correspondence  between  even  this  government  and  the  local 
authorities  in  the  provinces,  much  more  does  it  prohibit  voluntary  cor- 
respondence between  our  consuls  and  those  authorities.  Hence  the  cir- 
cnitousness  of  our  habitual  mode  of  communication.  The  consul  at  Hidi- 
fax  addresses  the  department,  I  address  you,  and  you,  under  the  leave 
of  your  home  government,  communicate  with  the  governor  of  Nova 
Scotia  at  Halifax,  It  is,  however,  (competent  for  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment to  assent  to  modiflcation  of  the  prevailing  forms  under  special  cir- 
cumstances, and  I  clearly  see  that  these  circumstances  now  exist  in 
regaM  to  the  designs  and  operations  of  disloyal  citizens  and  their  abet- 
tors to  imperil  the  peace  of  the  two  nations.  I  shall  therefore,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  expre^ed  wish,  instruct  the  consul  at  Halifax  that, 
for  the  present,  he  will  in  all  cases  promptly  and  frankly  make  known 
to  the  governor  general  whatever  he  may  learn  that  shall  be  important 
to  be  known  by  him  in  preventing  hostile  proceedings  in  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  against  the  United  States. 

I  refer  briefly  to  another  subject  mentioned  by  the  'governor.  He 
thinks  that  Kova  Scotia  is  in  a  difiereut  case  &om  Canada  with 
reference  to  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  that  there  is  uo  need  in 
the  former  province  for  such  legislative  action,  with  a  view  to  the  main- 
tenance of  neutrality,  as  has  been  so  promptly  and  honorably  taken  in  the 
province  of  Canada.  It  is  tru^  that  hostile  raids,  like  that  of  St,  Albans, 
have  not  been  and  are  not  likely  to  be  made  into  onr  country  from  Nova 
Scotia.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  Halifax  has  been  for  more  than 
one  year,  and  yet  is,  a  naval  station  for  vessels  which,  running  the 
blockade,  fiimish  supplies  and  munitions  of  war  to  onr  enemy,  and  it 
lias  been  made  a  rendezvous  for  those  piratical  cruisers  which  come  oat 
fi-om  Liverpool  and  Glasgow  to  destroy  onr  commerce  on  the  high  seas, 
and  even  to  carry  war  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States.  Halifax  is  a 
pos^l  and  dispatch  station  in  the  correspondence  between  the  rebels  at 
Uichniond  and  their  emissaries  in  Europe.  Halifax  merchants  are  known 
to  have  surreptitiously  imported  provisions,  arms,  and  ammunition  from 
our  seji[>orts,  and  then  transshipped  them  to  the  rebels.  The  governor  of 
Nova  Scotia  has  been  neutral,  just,  and  friendly ;  so  were  the  judges  of 
the  provincre  who  presided  on  the  trial  of  the  Chesapeake.  But  then  it 
is  understood  that,  on  the  other  hand,  merchant  shippers  of  HaJi&x,  and 
nlany  of  the  people  of  Halifax,  are  willing  agents  and  abettors  of  the 
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enemies  of  the  TTnited  States,  and  their  hostility  haB  prored  not  merely 
offenniye  but  deeply  injarious.  When  Nova  Scotia  ceases  to  abet  our 
enemiea,  she  will  find  that  we  cherish  no  memory  of  her  past  injuries, 
fint,  on  the  otlier  hand,  merchants  of  the  United  States  must  be  allowed 
to  navigate  the  seas  in  security,  and  our  citizens  at  home  must  be 
allowed  to  pursue  their  avocations  without  interference  from  the  port  of 
Ui^ifiix,  before  this  government  can  be  reasonably  expected  to  favor 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia.  ,  ' 
I  have  the  honor  t<»  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
J.  HcME  BuBlfLBY,  Esq.,  (6c,  d&c.,  tftc 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  908.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lmdon,  March  24,  1865. 

Sis:  There  was  no  hag  received  by  the  China,  so  that  the  legation  is 
vithout  further  advices  this-week. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times  of-this  morning,  con- 
taining a  report  of  the  proceedings  in  both  houses  of  Parliament  last 
evening.  I  would  call  your  attention  more  particularly  to  the  remarks 
of  Lord  Rusflell  in  the  upi>er  house,  and  to  the  debate  on  the  estimates 
for  Ciitiada  in  the  Commons.  Yon  will  be  glad  to  perceive  how  much 
tlie  tone  toward  the  United  Sta,tes  is  changed.  The  alarmist  i)olicy, 
alluded  to  in  preceding  dispatches,  seems  to  be  at  last  abandoned,  and 
in  ben  of  it  come  earnest  pryfessious  of  a  belief  that  the  friendly  rela- 
tions between  the  two  countries  are  firmly  established. 

It  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  analyze  verj-  closely  the  elements 
with  which  this  new  faith  is  compounded.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  discovery  of  the  indefensible  position  of  Canada  had  its  date  so  long 
ago  as  the  happening  of  the  Trent  affair,  and  thsit  it  had  materially  con- 
tributed to  cool  the  ardor  with  which  that  question  was  entered  into 
long  before  it  received  its  solution  by  the  delivery  of  the  captives.  At 
that  time,  however,  all  reference  to  it  was  carefully  suppre-ssed ;  and  so 
it  vonid  have  remained  bat  lor  the  reluctance  of  this  government  to 
adopt,  in  season,  the  necessary  measures  to  prevent  the  operations  of  the 
rebel  emissaries  sent  to  that  region  for  the  purijose  of  perpetrating  out- 
rages like  the  St.  Albans  raid.  The  result  has  been  a  necessity  to  go  t« 
P^liament  with  a  disclosure  of  the  truth.  The  discussion  is  not,  on  the 
whole,  of  a  kind  likely, to  giatify  the  pride  of  the  British  people.  The 
fact  stands  boldly  out,  that  the  continuance  of  the  bond  with  Canada 
depends  upon  the  goodwill  of  the  United  States.  It  would  have  been 
wiser  to  have  thonght  of  this  before  the  ill-will  of  the  governing  class 
had  been  permitted  to  betray  itwlf  so  indiscreetly  in  the  dark  hours  of 
onr  civil  struggle.  The  result  is,  that  no  further  apprehension  need  bo 
felt  by  ufl  of  any  aggi-cssive  i>olicy  on  this  side  of  the  water.  Eveu  the 
tone  of  the  London  Times  marks  the  cotnpleteness  of  this  revolution  of 
opinion.  The  course  taken  in  I'^ngland  ia  evidently  the  guide  to  that 
adopted  by  France,  and  ^1  the  other  powers  of  Europe  will  follow  suit. 
The  President  may  fairly  congratulate  himself  uiwu  the  fact  that,  so  far 
as  their  action  is  concerned,  he  has  carried  the  country  through  without 
serious  embarrassmcut  from  complications  with  the  powers  in  this  hem- 
isphere. 
At  the  same  time  it  should  not  be  overlooked  that  the  prodigious  d«- 
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velopment  of  physical  power  dariDg  this  war  is  viewed  with  no  incoD- 
siderable  sliare  of  alarm.  To  quiet  this  will  call  for  the  exercise  of  pru- 
dence and  moderation  in  tone,  not  less  thau  iu  action,  for  a^Aiie  time  to 
como^indeed,  until  the  period  when  our  domestic  affairs  shall  have 
resumed  the  even  tenor  of  their  peaceful  way,  and  the  nations  shall  be- 
come convinced  that  we  flght  only  when  we  are  obliged  hy  others  to 
do  so. 

I  have  thp  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FltANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  No.  11.] 


Mr.  Bumleji^  to  Mr.  Seaard. 

Washington,  April  3, 1865. 
Mt  Deae  Sfe  :  Viscount  Monck  informs  me  by  telegraph  that  the 
Canadian  courts  had  decided  that  the  St-  Albans  raiders  could  not  be 
surrendered,  and  they  were  consequently  discharged. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  governor  general  directed  their  imme- 
diate reaiTest  on  a  charge  of  violating  the  Queen's  neutrality. 
Believe  me  to  remain,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  very  faithtUlly, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLEY. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward,  d-c,  i-c,  dx. 


Mr.  Burnl^  to  Mr.  8&card. 

Washington,  April  7, 1S65. 

SiE :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  addresB 
to  me  on  the  14th  of  March,  relative  to  tlie  jtositionof  the  United  Statee 
consul  at  Halifax,  in  which  you  advert  to  tlie  alleged  sup)>ort  given  to 
tlie  so-called  confederate  cruisers  by  the  inhabitants  of  ^ova  Scotia,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received 
from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  .Nova  Scotia,  bearing  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BURNLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  d:c.,.iS;c.,  &c. 


Lieutenant  Governor  Maedonnald  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Government  House,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia, 

March  29, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aclinowledge  receipt  of  yours  of  the  16tli 

March,  covering  a  communication  from  Mr.  Seward,  of  the  14th  instant, 

addressed  to  you  on  the  positiou  of  tlie  United  States  consul  at  IMifax. 

Whatever  be  the  usage  of  the  United  States  government,  I  was  not 

aware  that  any  priuitice  existing  here,  or  in  any  other  colony,  precluded 

consuls  of  foifign  powers  fiom  commuuicating  through  the  provincial  sec- 
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retaiy  with  her  Majesty's  representative.  On  the  contrary,  it  hasalways 
been  suppoaed  that  a  priucipal  object  in  Btationiug  consale  in  foreign 
posseasions  waa  to  facilitate  and  insure  speedy  and  correct  means  of 
communication,  in  the  absence  of  any  higher  diplomatic  officer,  between 
the  local  authorities  and  consular  representatives  of  foreign  powers  in 
matters  wberein  the  latter  might  be  locaLly  interested. 

I  am  gratified  to  learn  that  Mr.  Seward  recognizes  the  just  neutrality 
Thiclt  I  have  hitherto  maintained,  but  regret  bis  observations  on  the 
conduct  of  the  people  of  this  pro%inoe  and  the  citizens  of  Halifax.  I 
cannot  suppose  Mr.  Seward  seriously  to  suggest  that  this  government 
eaa  prevent  its  post  offices  being  used  for  the  transmission  of  letters 
from  itichmoDd  or  any  other  place,  any  more  than  I  can  suppose  that 
beeipects  the  execative  here  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  neutral  cit- 
izens to  clear  flrom  the  port  of  Halifax  with  such  cargoes  aa  they  may 
think  most  profitable.  Their  right  to  do  so  was  affirmed  by  the  greatest 
legal  anthoritiea  in  the  United  States,  and  does  not  override  the  right 
of  United  States  cruisers  to  seize  them  if  attempting  to  break  a  legiti- 
mate blockade. 

If  on  reconsideration  by  the  great  powers  of  such  conflicting  rights 
any  alteration  in  existing  international  usages  be  agreed  to,  and  I  be 
in^cted  accordingly,  Mr.  Seward  may  rely  on  my  giving  a  hearty  and 
complete  effect  thereto.  In  the  mean  time  I  can  assure  Mr.  Seward  that 
Hallux  ia  not  a  rendezvons  for  "  piratical  cruisers"  engaged  in  destroy- 
ing the  commerce  of  the  United  States  on  the  high  seas,  and  no  officer 
of  the  Queen  has  any  sympathy  with  piitites,  or  could  retain  his  office  a 
day  if  he  coantennnced  them.  Mr.  Sewai^d  cannot  bat  know  .that  this 
government  must  deal  with  belligerent  ctuisera  of  the  southern  States  as 
Uiey  are  dealt  with  by  bis  own  government — that  is,  as  being  completely 
protected  from  treatment  as  pirates  by  the  commissions  of  tlieir  com- 
maaders,  in  the  same  way  as  southern  generals  and  officers  are,  for  the 
same  reason,  treated  by  Mr.Seward's  government— not  as  banditti,  but 
as  re^^olar  combatants. 

It  la  very  unfortunate,  therefore,  that  prejudices  arising  from  imper- 
fect information  should  encourage  the  adoption  of  measures  by  the 
United  States  government  unfavorable  to  the  trade  and  intercourse  of 
Sova  Scotia  with  a  kindred  race  whose  enterprise  and  commercial  spirit, 
no  less  than  their  geographical  position,  constitute  them  our  most  nat- 
nral  friends  and  most  valuable  neighbors.  I  regret  it  the  more,  as  no 
action  of  this  government  can  possibly  change  the  unquestioned  neutral 
right  which  international  usage  has  established. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  Mr.  Seward  is  not  well  informed  as  to  the 
general  feeling  here;  and  it  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  fact  that,  except 
for  a  trade,  legitimate  according  to  the  practice  of  United  States  citizens 
aid  the  decisions  of  their  courts,  this  port  is  resorted  to  by  any  sympa- 
thizers with  the  Confederate  States,  or  that  the  latter  procuie  here  either 
arms  or  other  munitions  of  war. 

If  I  had  been  clothed  twice  over  with  all  the  extraordinary  powers 
recently  given  to  the  governor  general,  which  Mr.  Seward  so  bigfily 
approves,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  case,  since  my  arrival  here  last 
June,  in  which  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  exert  them. 

My  only  reason  for  adverting  to  these  subjects  is,  that  Mr,  Seward 
apparently  assumes  in  his  communication  to  you.  that  this  government 
is  aware  of  much  hostility  to  the  United  States  existing  here,  and  of 
direct  aid  frequently  given  to  enemies  of  the  United  States  by  Hova 
Seotians.  I  am,  therefore,  unwilling  to  appear  by  my  silence  to  admit 
the  oorrwtness  of  sach  views.  On  the  contrary,  I  feel  assured  thaf^i^j^, 
9  A  C— TOL.  n  "^ 
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Seward  vill  rejoice  at  finding  reasonable  grounds  for  modifyingopiniooB 
prejudicial  t«  the  common  interests  both  of  the  United  States  and  Qm 
province. 

I  have,  &C., 

K  G.  MACDOKSELL. 
J.  HiTME  BUENLET,  Esq.,  ifec,  <£c.,  dx. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  Ifovmiber  3, 1865. 

SiH :  The  attention  of  her  Mf^jesty's  government  has  been  called 
recently  to  the  construction  of  several  vessels  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  a  powerful  armament,  which  are  reported  to  be  destined  for  senice 
on  the  North  American  Lakes. 

In  view  of  the  convention  which  exists  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by  the  par- 
tips  to  it  on  the  lakes,  I  am.  instructed  to  bring  the  subject  under  your 
notice,  and  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  funmh  me  with  the 
explanations  which  it  seems  to  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FEEDERICK  W.  A.  BKUCE. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sbwaed,  £c.,  &e..  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Department  of  State, 

WMbington,  Hovmiiber  4,  18C5. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptof  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, in  which  you  infoiin  me  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  gov 
emment  has  been  called  recently  to  the  construction  of  several  vessels 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  a  powerful  armament,  which  are  rei>orted 
tfl  be  destined  for  service  on  the  North  American  lakes,  and  that,  in  view 
of  the  convention- which  exists  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  determining  the  armed  force  to  be  employed  by  the  parties  to  it 
on  the  lakes,  you  are  instructed  to  bring  the  sabjcct  under  my  notice, 
and  to  request  explanations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  any  vessels  of  the  char- 
acter referred  t«  which  may  be  in  course  of  construction  by  the  United 
States  are  intended  exclusively  for  revenue  purposes,  and  that  their 
armament,  if  any,  will  not  be  allowed  to  exceed  the  limit  stipulated  in 
the  conventional  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Hon.  Sm  Feedeeick  W.  A.  BEttCE,  &c.,  &c.y  &e. 

Sir  F.  Brtiee  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washihqton,  Jul^  13,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  duly  reported  to  her  Majesty's  government  the  disturb- 
ances that  lately  took  plac«  on  the  frontiers  of  New  Bninswick  aH<l  Can- 
ada, and  the  measures  taken  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
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prevent  these  expeditions  of  armed  men,  in  breach  of  the  neutrality 
lans,  from  being  carried  into  effect. 

I  am  directed  by  her  Majesty's  government,  in  reply,  to  state  that  for 
some  months  past  tbey  have  observed  with  regret,  though  without 
alarm,  the  organization  of  the  Fenians  in  the  United  States;  but  tliey 
have  invariably  abstained  from  making  any  official  representation  to  the 
cabinet  at  Washington,  because  they  felt  that  they  had  no  right,  as 
indeed  they  had  no  desire,  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  the 
law  in  the  United  States.  They  had,  moreover,  a  perfect  conviction 
tliat  if  ever  the  time  came  for  the  fulfillment  by  tile  United  States  of  the 
obligations  which  international  law  imposes  upon  friendly  and  allied 
gorcmmenta,  that  government  would  take  all  the  measures  which  those 
obligations  aud  regard  for  its  own  honor  might  call  upon  it  to  perform. 

Her  Majesty's  government  rejoice  to  find  that  this  confidence  has  been 
fnlly  justified  by  the  result,  aud  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  acted,  when  the  moment  for  acting  came,  with  a  vigor,  a  prompt- 
ness, and  a  sincerity  which  call  forth  the  warmest  acknowledgments. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  to  express  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  the  thanks  of  her  Majesty  and  of  her  Majesty's  govem- 
meut  for  the  friendly  and  energetic  assistance  which  they  have  afforded 
in  defeating  the  attempts  to  disturb  the  peace  of  her  Majesty's  posses- 
sions in  North  America. 

1  hare  the  honor  te  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

PREDEEICK  W.  A.  BEUCE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  <£c.,  c£c.,  *£-e. 


CASE  OP  THE  VESUVIUS. 

Mr.  Seward  to  2Ir.  Adams. 

No.  462.]  Department  op  State, 

WashingUm,  tfanuary  30,  1863. 

ant :  I  transmit  a  communication  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Xavy 
to  this  department,  which  shows  that  the  insurgents  in  this  country 
have  instructed  James  Spence,  a  confederate  of  their  own,  who  is  a 
British  subject  residing  at  Liverpool,  to  effect,  if  he  can,  an  arrangement 
by  which  gold  wBich  they  have  collected  and  are  preparing  to  use  in 
Great  Britain  to  buy  and  fit  out  their  ships  of  war  to  be  used  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  conveyed  froiri  ports 
which  are  in  the  xwssession  of  the  insurgents,  but  are  blockaded  by  the 
United  States  naval  forces,  to  their  agents  and  confederates  in  Eiu'ope, 
in  the  British  vessels  whicn  are  permitted  to  enter  those  ports  in  virtue 
of  the  trearies  existing  between  the  United  States  andGreat  Britain. 

9o  much  care  has  hitherto  been  practiced  by  the  British  authorities 
in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  sudi  vessels,  that  the  diseoverj'  of  the 
design  of  the  insurgents,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  woidd  have  excited 
no  apprehension  on  the  part  of  this  government,  had  there  not  appeared 
»me  ground  to  believe  that  one  British  ship  of  war,  as  well  as  one  Span- 
ish vessel  of  the  same  kind,  has  already  been  engaged  in  caiTying  gold 
of  the  insurgents  from  such  porta  to  such  insurgents.  This  ground,  so 
&r  as  the  BriHsh  man-of  war  is  concerned,  is  found  in  a  statement  of  a 
newspaper  published  at  the  Bahamas,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to 
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the  coiDmnDication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  1Sa,vj.  It  iB  sincerely  be- 
lieved by  this  goveroment  that  the  statement  of  the  Bahama  paper  is 
enooeoiis  and  untrue.  The  gravity  of  the  matter,  however,  requires 
that  you  shall  bring  the  subject  as  early  aa  possible  to  the  attention  of 
Earl  Euesell,  and  ask  for  such  investigatiou  ^nd  such  instructions  to  the 
naval  officers  of  Great  Britain  as  the  occasion  seems  to  require.  It  is 
hardly  necessary  to  aay  that,  in  tlie  opinion  of  this  government,  the 
plan  of  the  insurgents  could  not  be  carried  out  except  by  practices 
Tbioh  %Fonld  be  a  francl  against  the  treaties  which  secure  admission  of 
BritiBh  vessels  into  ports  of  the  United  States,  such  as  the  British  gov- 
ernment would  be  the  last  to  lend  its  sanction  to,  or  even  its  toleration. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Ohablbs  Fbajtcis  Ai>Amh,  Esq.,  (fie.,  t&o.,  dx. 

[Inclosnres  will  be  found  with  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, No.  328,  February  19, 1663ypogt.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Beward. 

No.  328.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  F^yruary  19, 1863. 
Sie:  In  obedience  to  the  instmctions  contained  in  your  dispatch  (So. 
462)  of  the  30th  January,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Bussell  on 
the  alleged  proceeding  of  the  Veauvins  steamer,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with transmitted.  You  will  perceive  that  I  allude  in  it  to  a  remark  of 
Lord  Russell's,  in  his  last  conversation  with  me,  "which  indicated  an 
earnest  desire  to  avoid  any  complications  like  that  which  is  said  to  have 
happened.  Yet,  in  view  cf  the  known  proclivities  of  most  of  the  naval 
officers  in  the  British  service,  both  here  and  at  sea,  I  am  not  surprised 
by  any  action  which  may  be  imputed  to  them.  It  was,  probably,  with 
a  view  of  guarding  against  this  that  Lord  Lyons  acted  in  the  way  indi- 
cated, and  evidenfly  approved  by  his  lordship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FRAMCIS  ADAM8. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Lord  Eussell. 

Legation  op  the  Uhited  States, 

London,  February  19, 1863. 
Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  considera- 
tion the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  touching  an  averment,  in  a 
Bahama  newspaper,  of  the  action  of  the  commander  of  her  Majesty's 
steamer  Vesuvius  in  transporting  a  large  sum  of  money,  belonging  to 
the  insurgents^  in  his  vessel.  lam  instructed  to  express  the  belief  that 
the  statement  is  erroneous  and  untrue.  But,  inasmuch  as  information 
has  reached  me  from  London  that  precisely  the  amount  of  money  named, 
did  arrive  at  that  port  on  or  about  the  time  specified,  and  as  the  possibility 
of  such  a  proceeding  involves  questions  of  the  gravest  importance ininter- 
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nfttioQal  oomity,  I  have  beeo  directed  to  cfdl  the  attention  of  your  lord- 
ship to  tlie  expediency  of  making  such  investigations  and  g^iving  Bucli 
iostmcdonB  to  her  M^esty'a  naval  ofQcers  as  the  ocoaaiort  would  aeem 
to  require.  At  the  same  time  that  I  make  this  communication  at  the 
wish  of  my  government,  it  is  no  more  than  .jasUy  due  to  your  lordship 
that  I  should  not  frfil  to  rememher  the  fact  that,  in  the  laat  conversation 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  with  you,  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  , 
orders  had  already  been  given  through  ^e  medium  of  Lord  Lyons,  at 
Washington,  intended  to  anticipate  the  poeeibllity  of  any  practices  of 
the  kind  whatever  in  her  M^esty'a  ships. 
Benewing,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bubseix,  £c,  c^c,  &c. 


Mr.  WeUes  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Navy  Department,  January  29, 1863. 
SiK :  I  had  the  honor  recently  to  place  in  your  hands  a  duplicate  let- 
ter (intercepted  by  our  blockading  vessels)  from  C.  G.  Memminger,  who 
is  actiug  ae  secretary  of  the  treasury  for  the  insiu-gent  organization  that 
ia  making  war  upon  the  government,  addressed  to  James  Spence,  esq., 
of  Liverpool,  who  ia  acting  as  the  financial  agent  of  the  rebels  in  Eng- 
land. This  letter  indicates  a,  scheme  by  which  the  rebels  propose  that 
tbe  British  government  ^ould  avail  itself  of  a  courtesy  extended  to 
English  naval  vessels  to  enter  the  blockaded  ports,  and  permit  the  pub- 
lic shipe  of  that  country  to  be  used  as  a  means  of  aaaiating  the  insur- 
gents and  evading  the  blockade,  by  carrying  specie  in  poaaeasion  of  the 
msnrgent  authorities  and  claimed  to  be  owned  by  them  abroad.  With- 
ont  some  fraud  of  this  kind  the  specie  cannot  be  exported. 

I  have  not  supposed  that  the  English  government  or  English  naval 
vesBcls  would  consent  to  be  parties  to  this  arrangement.  It  is  my  dutj', 
however,  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  paragraph  which  I  find  in  the 
papers,  stating  that  a  British  man-of-war  has  recently  taken  a  million 
and  half  of  dollars  in  specie  from  Mobile  to  Europe, 

The  circnmstances  are  such,  taken  in  connection  with  the  letter  of  the 
insurgent  secretary,  that  it  seems  to  me  proper  that  the  attention  of  the 
British  government  should  be  called  to  the  subject,  and  I  herewith  sub- 
mit a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  so-called  secretary  to  the  rebel  agent 
Spence,  and  also  tbe  paragraph  which  indicates  that  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement ia  being  carried  into  effect  by  the  naval  vessels  of  Great 
Britain. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &&, 

GIDEOlif  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  ihe  Kavy. 
Hon.  WnxiAU  H.  Bewabd, 

Secretary  <if  State, 


Mr,  Memminger  to  Mr.  ^enee. 

CONPEDBBATE  STATES  OF  AMEEICA, 
Treamry  Department,  Richmond,  October  21, 1862. 
SiE :  As  yon  have  been  appointed  financial  agent  for  the  Confederate 
States,  and  Messrs.  Fraser,  ^ftenholm  &  Co.  are  its  depositaries  under 
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oar  law,  I  desire  that  you  would  confer  together  on  the  matter  sabmit- 
ted  by  this  letter. 

I  have  ou  liaud  gold  and  silver  coin  (chieSy  the  former)  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  which  I  desire  to  apply  in  paj ment  of  articles  purchased 
in  England  by  our  agents  for  the  use  of  the  confederat*  govemment 
We  fiiid  it  iinpoHsible  to  purchase  a  sufficient  amount  of  exchange  for 
these  purposes,  aud  the  small  amount  to  be  had  is  at  such  high  rates 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  forniish  a  substitute. 

I  propose,  therefore,  to  make  payment  for  purchase  by  a  transfer  to 
the  creditor  of  so  much  of  this  coin  as  may  be  requisite.  I  presume 
tbat  when  the  coin  thus  becomes  bona  fide  the  property  of  a  Britisli 
subject,  tbat  the  British  govemment  would,  at  his  instance,  permit  any 
of  its  vessels  to  bring  over  the  same  for  him.  K  tbis  expectation  be 
realized,  the  coiu  here  would  be  as  valuable  as  exchange,  and  in  Eng- 
land would  probably  realize  its  mint  value,  less  freight  aud  insurance. 

To  enable  you  to  carry  out  any  arrangement  you  may  deem  advisable, 
Messrs.  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  are  authorized  to  make  au  absolute 
transfer  of  the  coin,  or  to  draw  bills  for  the  same  on  E.  C  Elmore,  esq., 
treasurer,  payable  here,  and  a  copy  of  this  letter  is  sent  to  each  of  you, 
that  you  may  act  in  concert,  aud  give  us  the  benefit  of  your  united 
counsel. 

I  am  remitting,  by  opportunities  as  they  occur,  the  bonds  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  the  proceeds  of  which,  when  sold,  are  intended  to  be 
applied  to  the  contracts  of  which  you  have  been  advised. 
Bespect^dly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  G.  MEMMINUER, 

Secretary  of  Trernvfry. 

JAJUES  Spbkcb,  Esq., 

Liverpool,  Great  Britian. 


[E^m  the  Daily  Morning  Cbroaicle,  Waahington,  Jannarf  29, 1863.] 

The  Bahama  Herald  of  17th  states  the  British  man-of-war  VesavioS 
recently  took  $1,500,000  in  specie  from  Mobile,  for  Europe. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  338.]  Leg-atiom  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  27,  1S63. 
Sib  :  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Lord  Ens- 
sell,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  19th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  was  for- 
warded last  week  with  my  dispateh  (So.  328}  of  the  same  date.  I  be- 
lieve this  is  the  first  instance  of  a  censure  by  tbe  government  here  of 
any  act  done  by  its  subordinates  during  the  present  struggle.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  the  Gladiator  is  announced  as  just  arrived  at  Liv- 
erpool with  half  a  miltiou  of  tbe  money. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FEiSCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WiLLiAu  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 


THE  TKSUVIUS. 


Lord  HusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 


POEBIGN  Office,  February  25, 1863. 

Siu ;  Ton  are  quite  right  in  having  understood  me  to  say  tliat  orders 
bad  been  given  through  Lord  Lyons  Intended  to  anticipate  the  possi- 
bility of  any  shipments  of  specie,  such  as  you  spoke  of  in  your  letter  of 
Ihe  mh  instant. 

Xotwithstanding  Lord  Lyons's  precantions,  however,  I  received  on 
Ihe  14th  instant  an  account  of  tlie  shipment  of  money  in  her  Majesty's 
ship  Tesnvius,  by  Mr,  Acting  Consul  Magee,  Tlie  money  was  said  to  be 
sent  for  the  pnriwse  of  furnishing  payment  of  interest,  due  in  London, 
on  IxHids  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

I,  however,  tliought  it  necessary  at  once,  and  on  the  same  day,  to 
dismiss  Mr,  Magee  from  her  Majesty's  ser^'ice. 

Orders  have  bieen  given  also  to  the  admiralty  to  forbid  any  similar 
sbii'incnt  from  confederate  porta. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£-c.,  dx.,  &c. 


Lord  LjfOM  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washihgton,  March  1, 1863. 

SiE:  Her  M^esty's  government  has  learned  with  great  surprise  and 
regret  that  a  large  sum  of  money  was  put  on  board  one  of  her  Mtyesty's 
ships  ofif  Mobile  by  Mr.  Magee,  the  acting  British  consul,  and,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  requisition  made  by  him,  conveyed  in  that  ship  to  Ha- 
vana, and  put  on  shore  there. 

It  apiiears  that  the  money  in  question  was  placed  in  Mr.  Mngee's 
hands  by  agents  of  the  8tat«  of  Alabama,  and  was  dejstined  to  ])ay  ia- 
t«rest  due  to  British  subjects,  and  payable  in  London,  on  bonds  of  that 
State.  But  this  circumstance  has  not  affected  the  view  taken  by  her 
Majesty's  government  of  the  transaction.  They  consider  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Magee  to  have  been,  entirely  at  variance  with  the  duties  of  an  agent 
of  a  neutral  power,  and  they  have  directed  me  to  inform  you  that,  on 
becoming  acquainted  with  his  proceedings,  they  have,  without  any 
delay,  sent  orders  to  me  to  dismiss  him  from  their  service. 

Her  M^esty's  government  have  instructed  me  to  say,  further,  that 
they  greatly  regret  that  any  person  in  their  employment  shoiUd  have 
been  goilty  of  such  conduct  as  tliat  which  has  led  to  the  immediate  dis- 
missal of  Mr.  Magee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  <fo!.,  (fee,  <£c.  ^ 

JIfr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyons. 

Depabtment  op  State, 

WaaUngtoTi,  March  2, 1863. 
My  IjOBD  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  achnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  Ist  iuataut,  which  informs  me  her  M^esty's  govern- 
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ment  bad  learned  vitli  surprise  and  regret  that  the  acting  British  con- 
sul at  MobUe  had  put  a  large  snm  of  moQey  on  board  of  a  British  sbip 
of  war  at  that  port,  on  aecoout  of  the  State'of  Alabama,  and  fitdt,  in 
compliance  witli  his  lequisition,  the  mraief  had  been  conveyed  to 
Havaoa. 

TonT  note  informs  me  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  disap- 
proved this  proceeding  of  the  said  consul,  and  had,  in  conseqneoce 
thereof,  peremptorily  dismissed  bim  from  tlie  public  service. 

I  am  instructed  to  express  to  you  the  Fresideut's  satisfaction  with  this 
prompt  and  just  vindication  by  the  British  government  of  its  authority 
and  honor,  and  of  its  determination  to  compel  respect  by  its  agents  m 
the  laws  and  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Trusting  that  you  will  communicate  these  sentimenta  to  her  Miyesty's 
government,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  your  lordship 
tbe  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Right  Hon.  Loed  Lyons,  <fec.,  die^  die. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Washihgton,  March  3, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honorto  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  you  not«  of  yes- 
terday's date,  respecting  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Magee  from  the  office  of 
acting  consul  at  Mobile,  and  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  I  immediately  forwarded  a  copy  of  it  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant^ 

LYONS. 

Hon.  W1I.LIA3I  H.  Sevabd,  de.,  <£o.,  dx. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  343.]  Legatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  6,  1863. 
Snt :  Deeming  it  no  more  than  proper  to  acknowledge  Lord  BuaseH's 
note  to  me  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  was  sent  with  my  dis- 
patch No.  333,  of  last  week,  I  now  subqiit  a  copy  of  my  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed,  ■ 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Lord  RusseU. 

Legatiom  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  2,  IS63. 
My  Lobd:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yooi 
lordshiii's  note  of  the  28tb  ultimo.    Deeply  regretting, the  ims|eonanct 


buxlobt's  beport.  137 

of  ber  Uiyesty'B  consul  at  Mobile,  so  nmcli  calculated  to  shake  tlie 
secDritrf  of  my  goTeinmeiit  in  tlie  good  faith  of  persons  to  whom  it  is 
dvays  desirous  to  extend  every  courtesy,  I  shall  derive  great  satis- 
Action  in  reporting  the  prompt  action  taken  by  your  lordship  in  dia- 
missiiig  the  principal  party  to  the  offense. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  &o.,  <fic.,  i&o. 


MR.  MALLORyS  REPORT. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adama. 

So.  789.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  December  20, 1863. 

Sir:  I  send  herewith  a  copy,  which  has  accidentally  attracted  my 
notice,  of  what  purports  to  be  an  extract  from  an  aunnal  report  of  S.  R. 
Malory,  who  la  pretending  to  act  as  secretary  of  the  navy  for  the  in- 
soi^nts  at  Richmond.  So  soon  as  I  can  lay  my  hand  upon  a  fiill  copy 
of  that  paper  I  shall  transmit  it.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  proper  to  say 
that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  extract  now  sent  is  authentic. 

It  boldly  avows  the  authority  and  activity  of  the  insurgents  at  Rich- 
mond in  the  building  of  the  rams  In  Great  Britain  and  France  on  their 
account,  and  for  their  nse  in  making  war  trom  British  and  French  ports 
against  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  It  avows  with  equal  boldness  and  directness  the  sending  of 
twenty-seven  so-called  commissioned  officers,  and  forty  reliable  petty 
officers  from  Richmond  to  the  British  North  American  provinces,  to 
orgimize  an  expedition  from  thjence  to  co-operate  with  so-called  army 
officers,  in  making  war  against  the  United  States  on  our  northern  bor- 
der lakes.  And  it  confesses  that  this  expedition  has  only  been  defeated 
through  the  watchfulness  of  the  British  provincial  authorities. 

Thirdly.  In  connection  with  these  two  avowals,  the  same  conspirator 
says  tliat  he  has  sent  another  courier  with  instructions,  which  will  shortly 
be  made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  insurgents  nearer  home,  whi<^ 
may  possibiy  mean  instructions  under  which  the  actors  in  the  piracy 
and  morder  lately  committed  on  board  the  Chesapeake  proceeded  in 
that  criminal  enterprise  from  and  returned  to  the  British  provinces  of 
Sew  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia. 

Tou  will  lose  no  time  in  laying  this  information  before  Earl  Russell, 
and  you  will  submit  to  him,  as  the  opinion  of  this  government,  that  the 
proof  thus  furnished  is  sufficient  to  remove  all  doubt  that  might  yet  be 
lingering  overthe  objects,  character,  and  designs  of  the  builders  of  the 
steam-rams  wMch  her  M^esty's  government  haa  recently  detained  in 
the  British  ports  upon  your  representation. 

Secondly.  In  the  opinion  of  this  government,  a  toleration  in  Great 
Britain,  or  in  those  provinces,  of  the  practices  avowed  by  the  insur- 
gents, after  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated  to  his  lordship, 
wonld  not  be  neutrality,  but  would  be  a  permission  to  the  enemies  of 
the  Uoiteid  States  to  make  war  against  them  from  the  British  shores. 

Hiirdly.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  to  tolerate  i^^^ftj 
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Britiali  realm  or  provinces,  without  some  restraint,  tliese  avowed  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  while  carrying  on  the  hostiie  practices  now 
avowed,  after  the  knowledge  herein  commnnieated,  woiUd  not  be  an 
exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of  sheltering  political  exiles,  but 
would  be  permitting  them  to  use  the  British  soil  and  British  waters,  and 
British  vessels  and  armaments,  to  wage  war  against  a  country  with 
whom  G^reat  Britain  is  at  i^eace. 

Fourthly.  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  government  it  is  the  design  of 
the  confederates  in  these  proceedings  to  involve  Great  Britain  in  a  war 
with  the  United  States,  and,  at  least,  that  they  have  a  direct  tendency 
to  produce  that  evil,  which  is  mutually  to  be  deprecated  by  both  nations. 

Fifthly.  This  govemmeut  has  borne  itself  towards  that  of  Great    . 
Britain  under  these  annoyances  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  manner  that 
have  seemed  best  calculated  t«  defeat  the  wicked  design  of  the  insiu-- 
gents,  without  giving  cause  of  offense  or  irritation  to  the  British  i>eople. 

Sixthly.  That  these  new  difflciUties  occur  most  unseasonably,  at  a 
time  when  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  legiiUy  terminating  the  so-called  reciprocity  conventiou,  which 
regulates  the  commercial  int<frconrse  between  this  country  and  the 
British  North  American  provinces^-a  question  of  deep  interest  to  the 
whole  British  empire. 

The  President  wishes  that  he  was  able  to  suggest  to  her  Majesty's 
government  any  adequate  remedy  for  the  deplorable  state  of  things  to 
which  1  have  referred,  not  inconsistent  with  the  policy  that  Great 
Britain  has  adopted  in  regard  to  this  insurrection.  But,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  government,  that  state  of  things  has  resulted,  altliough  uninten- 
tionally and  unexpectedly  ou  thepartof  her  Mtyesty's  govemmeut,  ftom 
that  very  policy  itself.  The  recognition  of  the  insurgents,  without  navy, 
ports,  courts,  or  coasts,  as  a  belligerent  naval  power  was  deemed  by 
them,  and  by  ill-disposed  British  subjects  conspiring  with  the  insur- 
gents, as  an  invitation  to  them  to  use  British  porta,  navy,  courts,  and 
coasts,  to  make  themselves  the  naval  power  tliey  are  acknowledged  to 
be,  and  yet  ar^  not. 

Indications  of  popular  favor  towards  this  design  of  the  insnrgents 
are  not  wanting  in  British  communities.  If  we  correctly  understand 
occurrences  of  the  hour,  there  are  not  only  in  the  British  pro^^nces,  but 
also  in  the  British  realm,  and  in  its  very  Parli^nent,  many  persons  who 
are  engaged  in  advancing  that  design,  or  who  at  least  are  pursuing 
practices  wliich  they  must  well  know  necessarily  tend  to  exhaust  the 
patience  of  the  United  States,  and  to  provoke  oiu-  citizens,  in  self-de- 
fense, either  to  seek  their  avowed  enemies  within  British  jurisdiction,  or 
to  adopt  some  other  form  of  retaliation.  It  must  be  manifest  that  this 
government  can  do  nothing  more  to  prevent  that  design  than  it  has 
already  done.  K  it  is  tobe  prevented,  it  wonld  seem  that  something  fur- 
ther than  what  has  yet  been  done  must  now  be  done  by  her  M^esty'a  ■ 
government. 

After  making  these  irank  explanations  to  Earl  Bossell  in  the  spirit  of 
perfect  friendliness,  and  iu  the  most  respectful  manner,  you  will  for  the 
present  leave  the  whole  subject  for  bis  just  condderation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

CnAssjES  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  t^;.,  (te.,  &c. 


[Pot  inelosure  see  dispatch  Ko.  798  of  4th  Jmrnary,  1864,  from  Mr. 

' ■    «»H 


Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  which  transmits  the  report  in  rail,  poat] 
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[From  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  5,  1864,  p.  2G,] 
No.  25. 
Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Russell. 

Washington,  Secemher  24, 1803. 

Mv  liOBD:  I  have  the  houor  to  truiismit  to  your  lordship  an  extiact 
from  the  Washiugtwii  newspaper  Star  of  the  19th  iiistaut,  coutaining 
vhat  purports  to  be  parta  of  a  report  of  the  secretaries  of  the  so-called 
confeilerate  tieasurj-  aud  navy. 

Tour  lordship  wUl  observe  that  the  secretary  of  the  uavy  states,  that 
dnriug  the  months  of  July  aud  August,  he  seut  twenty -seven  eommis- 
siouetl  officers  aud  forty  trustworthy  petty  officers  to  the  British  prov- 
inces, with  orders  to  organize  an  expedition  aud  cooperate  with  army 
offieera  in  an  attempt  to  release  the  prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island. 

The  secretary  also  states  that  by  the  last  courier  he  had  seut  instruc- 
tions that  would  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  the  enemies  of  the  con- 
ftdenites  nearer  home.  This  passage  is  supposed  to  refer  to  the  plan 
for  the  seizure  of  United  States  vessels  by  confederates  embarking  as 
passengers,  which  was  executed  iu  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  secretarj'  gives,  moreover,  particulars  respecting  contracts  for 
bnilding  iron-clad  vessels  for  the  confederate  service,  in  England  and 
France,  and  respecting  the  use  to  which  those  vessels  were  to  be  put. 

I  have  sent  the  newspaper  extract  to  the  governor  general  of  Canada. 
I  have,  &c. 

LYONS. 

[For  report  in  full  see  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No.  79S  to  Mr.  Adams.] 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  5, 1864,  p.  38.] 

.No.  26. 

Lord  Lyons  to  Earl  Rugaelt. 

Washington,  December  31, 1863. 
Mt  Lord:   I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  an  extract  from  the  New 
York  Times  newspaper  of   yesterday,  containing  a  complete  copy  of 
the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  so  called  confederate  uavy. 

The  paasages  concerning  the  invasion  of  Canada,  the  construction  of 
irou-clads  in  England  and  France,  aud  the  passage  supposed  to  refer  to 
the  projects  for  seizing  the  Chesapeake  and  other  vessels,  were  among 
those  parts  of  the  report  which  were  transmitted  to  your  lordship  with 
my  dispatch  of  the  24th  instant. 
I  have,  &c., 

LYONS. 

[The  report  transmitted  is  published  with  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch  No. 
T9»,  Jaonsaj  4, 1664,  to  Mr.  Adams,  post.] 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adamt. 

ISo.  798.]  '  DUPABTMENT  OF  STATE, 

January  i,  1864. 

Sir:  With  the  infitmctionB  to  you  (Ko.  789)  of  the  20th  ultimo, 
extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  MaUory,  preteii<ling  to  act  as  sccretaiy 
of  the  navy  for  the  insargenta,  were  transmitted,  Bbowing  tlie  pitKused- 
lugs  in  England  and  Prance  for  the  purpose  of  constracting  war  vessels 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  insurgenffl.  Herewith  yoa  will  receive  copy 
of  the  Morniag  Obronicle  of  this  city,  of  the  2d  instant,  which  con- 
tains that  report  in  full.  You  may  make  such  use  of  the  document  as 
you  may  deem  advisable,  towards  undeceiving  the  British  government 
as  to  the  schemes  and  acts  of  the  insurgents,  with  a  view  to  creating 
and  equipping  a  naval  force  within  British  jurisdiction,  intended  to 
wage  war  on  the  shipping  of  the  United  States. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£o.,  tEv.,  die. 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  r^l  navy. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  third  annual  report  of 
the  condition  of  this  department.  The  operations  of  this  branch  of  the 
confederate  service  have  been  chiefly  confined  to  preparations  for  rid- 
ding our  waters  of  the  enemy's  vessels  now  blockading  our  seaports. 
We  have  also  been  engaged  in  building,  arming,  and  equipping  iron- 
clads and  other  steamers  for  service  in  our  rivers  and  inland  sounds. 
On  the  Mississippi  many  of  those  vessels  have  done  valuable  Ber\'ice  to 
our  cause,  while  others,  not  yet  completed,  were  either  captured  by  the 
enemy  or  burned  by  our  officers  to  prevent  them  from  tailing  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States  forces.  On  the  1st  of  January  some  of  our 
naval  officers  manned  a  steamer  and  two  schooners,  in  which  they  sailed 
forth  from  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  aqd  captured  the  United  States 
gunboat  Harriet  Lane,  safely  withdrawing  her  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
other  United  States  vessels  then  blockading  that  port 

The  Harriet  Lane  has  since  been  put  into  complete  order,  and  baa  on 
board  a  sufficient  number  of  ofBcers  and  men  ready  for  an  opportunitj-  to 
distinguish  themselves.  Owing  to  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy,  I  have 
not  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  orders  for  this  vessel  to  attempt  any 
offensive  operations.  In  accordance  with  my  instructions,  the  confed- 
erate steamer  Florida  successfully  ran  the  blockade  from  Mobile  on  the 
13th  of  January,  since  which  time  she  has  been  engaged  in  operations 
against  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  capturing  and  destroying  vetssels 
and  property  amounting  already  to  several  millions  of  dollars.  On  the 
17th  of  the  same  month  the  Alabama  destroyed  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Hatteras,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  whidh  daring  exploit  her  com- 
mander deserves  the  thanks  of  congress,  On  the  Slat  of  the  same 
month  three  of  our  iron-clad  steamers,  officered  and  manned  by  some 
of  the  bravest  men  of  our  navy,  succeeded  in  inflicting  serions  injury 
upon  the  blockading  fleet  of  Charleston  harbor.  Two  of  the  euemy's 
vessels  were  disabled,  and  although  one  of  them  surrendered,  we  were 
unable  to  secure  the  fruits  of  this  victory,  owing  to  die  itijury  sastained 
by  our  own  vessels  by  the  collision  that  occurred.     ,    CUkiqIc 
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Had  the  conunaader  of  this  expeditioB  been  careful  to  strike  tbe 
eiemy  amidships,  Ms  vesBel  would  have  remaioed  uuiojured,  and  our 
TJctorj'  woald  have  been  complete.  1  had  ordered  a  crew  to  be  detached 
for  service  on  the  steamer  Kaahville,  designing  to  ttse  her  for  the  pur- 
pose of  harassing  the  enemy  while  erecting  batteries  at  the  mouth  of 
tte  Ogechee  Biver ;  but  unfortunately  she  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
before  my  jdans  were  carried  out.  On  the  16tfa  of  April  the  ram  Queen 
of  tbe  West,  which  we  had  captured  from  the  enemy,  was  recaptured, 
mi  her  offlcers  and  «iew,  numbering  one  hundred  and  tw^ty  persons, 
made  priHouers.  This  occurrence  was  the  result  of  carelessneaa  on  the 
part  of  tbe  commander,  who  has  since  been  cashiered  and  dismissed 
from  tbe  service.  During  the  months  of  May  and  June  our  gunboats 
on  tbe  western  waters  actively  oo-operated  with  our  land  forces,  and, 
^though  operating  under  many  disadvantages,  many  gallant  exploits 
vere  performed  by  their  officers  and  crews. 

Owing  to  the  evacuation  of  Vicksborg  and  tbe  snirender  of  Port 
Hndson,  1  deemed  it  advisable  to  give  o^ers  to  withdraw  all  our  vea- 
Bels  in  that  region  to  safe  and  secure  harbors,  and  cease  tbe  constmc- 
tjon  of  those  contracted  for,  the  machinery  for  which  was  being  trans- 
ptHted  to  the  several  depots.  Some  of  this  machinery  is  now  stored  at 
Tarioas  points,  and  as  it  seems  unlikely  to  be  required  for  service  at  tbe 
West,  and  ia  uusaitable  for  us  elsewhere,  I  suggest  that  it  be  aold,  au^ 
tbe  proceeds  be  applied  to  other  purposes.  On  the  seas  some  of  our 
email  privateers  have  inflicted  considerable  iiynry  upon  the  enemy's 
oHDmerce.  Tbe  Tacony  entered  the  harbor  of  Portland  and  captured 
tbe  United  States  revenue  cutter  Caleb  Gushing.  Owing  to  ignorance 
of  the  harbor,  our  ofBcers  were  unable  to  take  the  Gushing  out  to  sea, 
and  she  was  again  recaptured  ou  the  27th  of  June  by  vessels  sent  iii 
porsuit.  Her  crew  were  made  prisoners.  During  the  months  of  July 
and  August  I  sent  twenty-seven  commissioned  officers  and  forty  trust- 
Tortliy  petty  officers  to  the  British  provinces,  with  orders  to  organize 
an  exp^itioa  and  to  co-operate  with  army  officers  in  an  attempt  to 
release  the  coufederate  prisoners  confined  on  Johnson's  island,  in  L^e 
Erie. 

From  time  to  time  I  learned  that  the  arrangements  made  were  such  as 
to  insure  the  most  complete  success.  A  large  amount  of  money  had  been 
expended,  and  Just  as  our  galladt  naval  officers  were  about  to  set  sail  on 
tbis  expedition,  the  Eni^iA  authorities  gave  information  to  the  enemy, 
and  thns  prevented  the  execution  of  one  of  the  best-planned  enterprises 
of  the  present  war.  In  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  president,  early 
in  the  present  year  I  dispatched  several  agents  to  En^and  and  I<Srauce, 
vitfa  orders  to  contract  for  eight  iron-clad  vessels,  suitable  for  ocean  ser- 
vice, and  calculated  to  resist  tbe  ordinary  armament  of  tbe  wooden  ves- 
sels of  the  enemy.  These  ships  were  to  be  provided  with  rams,  and 
dedgued  expressly  to  break  the  blockade  of  such  of  the  ports  as  were 
not  blockaded  by  the  irou-clad  monitors  of  the  enemy.  Five  of  these 
vessels  were  contracted  for  in  England^  and  three  in  France.  Due  pre- 
caadons  were  t^en  against  contravenmg  laws  of  England  in  the  cod- 
straction  and  equipment  of  these  vessels.  Three  have  been  completed, 
but  oning  to  tiie  nnfriendly  construction  of  her  neutrality  laws,  the  gov- 
ernment of  England  stationed  several  war  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  tbe 
Mersey,  and  prev«ited  their  departure  &om  England.  Subsequently 
they  were  seized  by  the  British  government. 

Aaotlier  and  larger  vessel  has  siuce  been  completed;  but  it  is  donbt- 
&d  if  she  will  be  aUowed  to  leave  the  shores  of  England,  although  it  is 
bdieved  the  precautions  taken  will  exempt  her&omthe  lateof,^^[^> 
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consorts.  The  vessels  being  constracted  in  Eriinee  have  been  snbjected 
to  so  many  ofBcial  visitations  that  I  have  forwarded  instmctiona  to  cease 
operations  npon  them  until  the  result  of  negotiations  now  pendingsball 
permit  onr  agent  to  resume  work  upon  them.  In  this  connection  it  is 
proper  for  me  to  state  that  tiie  great  revulswn  in  popular  amiimetit,  both 
in  England  and  France,  toward  the  confederate  government,  has  render^ 
our  efforts  to  obtain  supplies  irom.  those  countries  almost  abortive.  lu 
view  of  all  possible  contingencies,  I  have  instructed  the  agenta  of  tliis 
department  to  wait  a  more  favorable  opportunity  for  carrying  out  the 
instmctiona  previously  forwarded.  By  the  laat  I  sent  instrnctioiis  that 
will  shortly  be  ma46  apparent  to  our  enemies  near  home.  I  do  not  deem 
it  advisable  to  communicate  any  portion  of  these  plana  to  your  honora- 
ble body  at  the  presenC  time,  for  reasons  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the 
president.  Although  the  operations  of  our  navy  have  not  been  exten- 
sive, I  cannot  overtook  the  services  of  Captain  Semmes  in  the  Alabama. 
During  the  year  he  has  captured  upwards  of  ninety  vessels,  .seventy 
of  which  were  destroyed,  the  others  being  either  bonded  or  rele-a.se<l. 
One  of  the  greatest  drawbacks  this  officer  reporte  liaving  cxiwrienced 
is  the  ditBculty  he  now  has  to  procure  full  supplies  of  coal.  The  provin- 
cial English  authorities  have  hitherto  afforded  him  every  facility,  hut 
recently  they  have  interpreted  their  neutrality  laws  so  stringently  that 
our  war  veaaeU  and  privateers  are  mnch  embarrassed  in  obtaining  suit- 
able supplies.  I  have  instructed  Captain  Semmes  to  purchase  coal  from 
neutral  shipmasters  wherever  he  found  it,  and  give  them  every  neces- 
sary documeut  to  protect  them  against  the  effect  such  sale  may  have 
ii[H)n  their  vessels  when  they  return  to  their  several  countries.  By  this 
means  I  autlcipate  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  will  be  obtained  to  enable 
him  to  continue  his  operations  during  the  coming  year.  The  other  ope- 
rations of  this  department  hare  been  chiefly  confined  to  making  such 
pi-eparationa  for  naval  operations  as  circuinstances  might  permit.  From 
time  to  time  I  have  caused  surveys  to  be  made  ,upou  steamers  running 
the  blockade,  with  a  view  of  purchasing  such  as  could  be  made  a^'ail- 
able  as  war  veasela.  Several  have  been  bought  and  are  now  being  trans- 
formed into  8hii)s  of  war. 

For  the  armaueut  of  these  vessels  it  will  be  neceasary  that  congress 
should  make  an  additiouat  appropriation.  Appropriations  will  also  be 
re<]uired  to  conduct  our  naval  operations  during  the  coming  year.  The 
estimated  expenditures  of  the  department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
July  1,  1864,  will  amount  to  $27,249,890,  in  addition  to  $14,024,016 
remaining  to  the  credit  of  this  department  in  the  treaaiuy.  Since  my 
last  annual  report  the  expenditures  for  the  navj*  have  been  824,413,645. 
The  business  transacted  during  the  year  in  this  department  has  kept 
my  very  large  clerical  force  so  constantly  engaged  that  from  time  to 
time  I  have  ordered  a  number  of  naval  oflicers  to  assist  them  in  duties 
not  properly  devolving  upon  them.  This  course  occasions  ao  much  dis- 
satisfaction that  I  trust  congress  will  make  such  addition  to  my  official 
staff  as  shall  enable  me  to  permit  all  our  naval  officers  to  resume  their 
respective  positious.  The  great  disproportion  of  oificers  in  our  aerrice 
to  the  seamen  enrolled  is  a  matter  requiring  the  legislation  of  congress. 
The  number  of  commanders  now  in  active  service,  either  at  sea  or  ou 
shore,  remains  the  same  as  previously  reported. 

Many  of  those  occupying  a  lower  grade  in  the  service  have  volun- 
teered in  the  army,  owing  to  their  desu^  to  be  actively  employed  agauist 
the  enemy.  I  have  not  accepted  the  resignations  of  these  genUemea, 
but  furnished  them  with  temporary  absences  until  I  can  recall  them  for 
the  pei'formance  of  other  duties.  I  have  considered  it  important  to  keep 
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tjie  roll  as  complete  as  possible ;  therefore,  -n-Lenever  I  have  been  notified 
of  the  death  of  any  naval  officer,  serving  in  the  amiy,  I  have  appointed 
his  successor.  The  total  number  of  commissioned  oflicers  at  pi'esent 
iCtached  to  the  confederate  navy  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-three.  The 
petty  officers  number  one  hundred  and  ninety-one,  while  the  roll  of 
gailtffs  gives  a  return  of  eight  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  not  inchidiug 
dKee  on  board  of  vessels  now  at  sea,  accurate  rolls  not  having  been 
transmitted. 

in  conclusion,  I  must  add  my  testimony  to  the  ^lantry  and  efficiency 
of  our  navy,  who  have  nobI>'  SQStaiDed  our  cause  uuder  many  trying  cir- 
cnmstances.  The  proi)d  spirit  of  our  officers  chafes  at  tlie  uia<;tion  they 
are  compelled  to  endure;  and  I  trust  congress  vill  make  provision  for 
inerea^ing  the  efficiency  of  this  department,  and  permitting  it  to  under- 
take more  ofTensive  operations  against  the  enemy.  In  conclusion,  I 
would  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  construction  of 
at  least  six  tiirreted  ironclads  for  harbor  oi>erationa.  Tlie  experience  of 
the  iKist  year  has  dcmonstrat#d  that  such  vessels  are  absolutely  neces- 
saiy  if  we  expect  to  break  through  and  destroy  the  blockade  at  present 
established  by  the  enemy.  Attached  to  this  communication  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  various  reports  of  different  commanders  and  officers 
sent  upon  detached  duty,  together  with  the  reports  of  naval  agents  and 
other  officers,  at  home  iuid  abroad,  who  have  been  engag^  on  duty  con- 
nected with  this  department. 

All  of  which  is  respectfnlly  submitted, 
,  S.  a.  MALLORT, 

Secretary  of  the  Jfavy. 

Hon.  T.  S.  BococK, 
Speaker  of  the  Some  of  Representatives,  C.  B,  A.- 

[Note. — This  document  was  afterwards  ascertained  to  be  a  forgery. 
See  Mr.  Seward's  dispatch    to  Mr.   Adams,  No.  883,  March  21,  ISW, 

JKWi.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.: 

5o.  567.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  S,  1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  ackuowledgc  the  reception  of  dispatches  fi-om  the  de- 
partment, uumberi'd  from  7ti6  to  790,  inclusive,  together  with  several 
printed  copies  of  the  list  of  diplomatic  cousulnr  oflicers,  on  the  Ist 
December,  18C3.  I  shall  seize  an  early  moment  to  pursue  the  subjects 
inilicatod  in  these  dispatches  with  Lord  Itussell.  It  is  much  to  be 
roKTctted  that  I  cannot  find  a  complete  copy  of  the  reiwrt  of  Mr.  Mulloiy, 
referred  to  in  No.  789,  in  any  of  the  newspal)ers.  I  think,  however,  there 
is  no  doubt  of  a  growing  conviction  here  of  the  necessity  of  some  deci- 
sive action  to  check  the  outiagcous  plots  of  the  rebels  and  tlicir  British 
Qmpathizers. 

Hie  straggle  is  degenerating  into  a  mere  effort  ou  the  weaker  side  to 
do  mischief  without  regard  to  the  means  resorted  to;  considering- the 
masner  in  which  it  commenced  this  is  uot  suriirismg.  The  only  thing  I 
£ear  is,  that  much  wrong  may  be  done  to  non-combatants  and  innocent 
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parties,  -who  suffer  from  a  reluctance  to  presume  such  motireB  of  action 
to  be  possible.  It  certaioly  cannot  be  imagined  tliat  stealing  vessels 
and  plundering  private  individuals  of  the  profits  of  a  legitimate  com- 
merce will  have  the  smallest  infiaence  in  patting  a  stop  to  the  war. 
Shortsighted  and  vain  as  have  proved  thus  far  all  the  calculations  of  the 
rebel  conspirators,  tiUey  axe  scarcely  yet  reduced  so  low  as  to  expect  ftom 
a  policy  of  iraud  and  robbery  what  they  have  failed  to  obtain  by  making 
professions  of  a  more  exalted  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLE3  FBAj!fCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAK  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  0/  State. 

Mr.  Adanit  to  Mr.  Seioia'd. 

TSo.  574.]  liBGATIOW  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Xondon,  January  14, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  prepared  a  note  to  Lord  Bossell,  based  on  the  instructions 
contained  in  your  dispatch,  No.  789,  and  the  copy  of  the  whole  report  of 
Mr.  Mallory,  which  has  been  received  here  as  printed  in  the  New  York 
Times  of  the  30th  December.  But  on  a  doae  examination  of  this  paper 
so  much  of  it  seemed  to  justify  a  suspicion  of  its  entire  genuineness  that 
I  have  concluded  to  defer  sending  it  in  at  least  uutil  after  the  receipt  of 
fiirtber  intelligence  from  America.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  some  farther 
notice  of  the  report,  after  it  shall  have  reached  you  in  its  full  extent, 
may  accompany  the  copy  you  expressed  aa  intention  to  transmit  when 
obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WtLLiAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adatns  to  Mr.  Setcard, 
tExtract.]- 
Ko.  679.]  Lkoatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Janvary  21, 1S64. 

Sir:  Dispatches  numbered  796  to  800,  inclusive,  have  been  received 
at  this  legation.  Likewise  copies  of  certain  additional  papers  in  the  claim 
of  Buftis  Greene  &  Co.  previously  received  with  No.  792.  Also  a  slip 
from  a  newspaper,  in  which  are  printed  some  of  the  letters  intercepted 
in  the  steamer  Ceres. 

Finding  by  the  transmission  of  two  copies  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallory, 
as  printed  in  the  Washington  Chronicle^  that  no  doubt  whatever  seems 
to  be  entertained  by  you  of  the  genmneness  of  that  paper,  I  had  no 
further  hesitation  in  forwarding  to  Lord  Russell  the  note  already  drawn 
np  by  me  last  week,  I  send  a  copy  of  It  herewith.  You  will  perceive  that 
it  closely  follows  the  text  of  your  dispatch  No.  789.  The  chief  variation 
is  in  the  omission  to  allude  to  the  reciprocity  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Uarl  Russell, 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  19, 1S64. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snhmit  to  your  consideratioa  a  copy 
of  what  purports  to  be  the  annual  report  of  Mr.  8.  K.  Mallory,  the  person 
who  is  known  to  be  officiating  at  Bicbmond  as  director  of  the  naval 
operations  of  the  insargents  in  the  UnitAd  States.  Although  this  paper 
has  been  received  only  in  the  form  here  presented,  I  entertain  little 
doubtlthat,  in  substance,  it  may  be  relied  upon  as  authentic. 

If  this'  be  once  assumed,  I  am  sure  I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lord- 
ship the  great  importance  of  the  admissions  therein  made  of  the  syste- 
matic Holation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  M^esty's  kingdcm,  which  it  has 
for  a  length  of  time  been  my  chief  labor  to  make  apparent.  This  report ' 
boldly  assumes  the  responsibility  for  the  action,  both  in  Great  Britain 
imd  France,  in  the  construction  and  outfit  of  poverfol  war  vessels  in 
their  ports  for  the  use  of  the  iusurgentfi  in  carrying  on  war  from  those 
coontries  against  the  United  States.  In  this  particular  there  can  be 
found  little  or  nothing  in  the  allegations  made  by  me  in  the  notes  which 
I  hare  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  address  to  you  on  this  subject,  how- 
ever strong  their  language,  that  is  not  fully  sustained  by  this  paper. 

Fnithermore,  there  appears  to  be  an  avowal  with  similar  frankness  of 
the  expediting  of  twenty -seven  so-cfdled  conunissioned-otBcers  and  forty 
tmstworthy  petty  officers  from  Eichmond  to  the  British  provinces,  with 
orders  to  organize  an  expedition  from  tbence,  in  co-operation  with 
Bo-called  army  officers,  to  make  war  on  the  northern  at^oining  border  of 
the  United  States.  Of  the  fact  that  such  an  enterprise  was  actually 
nndertaken  your  lordship  is  already  well  apprised.  This  paper  does  not 
heeltate  to  confess  that,  although  so  cunningly  contrived  to  operate 
frtMU  a  known  neutral  territory  as  a  base,  it  has  failed  because  the  British 
proTiucial  authorities  gave  information  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States  in  season  to  render  it  abortive. 

lastly.  In  connection  with  these  two  explicit  avowals,  the  same 
authority  announces  that  another  courier  has  been  dispatched  with 
instructions  which  will  shortly  be  made  apparent  to  the  enemy  nearer 
home,  which  declaration^  coustmed  by  later  events,  may  be  fiiirly  under- 
stood to  allude  to  the  directions  nnder  which  the  i>ersous  employed  to 
?;rpetrate  the  piracy  and  murder  committed  on  board  of  the  steamer 
faesapeake  proceeded  in  that  enterprise,  making  the  British  provinces 
of  Xew  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  the  base  of  tbeir  criminal  operations 
to  and  fro. 

In  laying  this  information  before  your  lordship,  I  am  directed  to  con- 
vey the  opinion  of  my  goveniment  that  the  proof  thus  furnished  is  suffi- 
cient to  remove  all  doubt  that  may  yet  be  lingering  over  the  objects, 
character,  and  designs  of  ttie  builders  of  the  steam-rams,  now  under 
detention  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  strength  of  former 
representations  which  I  have  had  Uie  honor  to  make  to  her  Majesty's 
government. 

3e*ondly.  "While  readily  acknowledging  on  the  part  of  my  govem- 
roeot  the  friendly  services  of  the  British  provincial  authorities  in  the 
case  refeired  to,  I  am  instructed  to  solicit  your  lordship's  attention  to  the 
fiwt  that  a  toleration  within  this  kingdom  or  any  of  its  dependencies  of 
the  practices  of  the  insurgents,  since  they  have  been  so  openly  published 
to  the  world,  and  after  the  knowledge  of  them  now  communicated,  would 
be  not  simply  inconsistent  with  neutrality,  but  equivalent  to  a  permis- 
10  A  C— VOL.  U 
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sioD  to  tbe  enemiee  of  the  TJiiited  States  to  make  war  agfdnst  them  from 
the  British  Bhores. 

Thirdly.  I  am  further  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent  that  the 
toleration  of  these  armed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  while  known  to 
be  carrying  on  these  hostile  practices,  now  fully  revealed  within  the^ 
British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  without  restraint  of  any  kind^  cannot 
b«  regfuiled  as  an  exercise  of  the  anquestioned  right  of  sheltering  poli- 
tical exiles,  bat  rather  as  equivalent  to  permitting  them  to  abase  that 
right  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  availing  themselves  of  Britidi 
aid  and  co-operation,  now  uotorionsly  given  them,  in  waging  war  with 
a  country  with  which  Great  Britam  is  at  peace. 

Fourthly.  It  is  the  deliberate  conviction  of  my  government  that  there 
has  been  and  continaes  to  be  in  all  these  proceedings  a  fixed  purpose  to 
plmige  Great  Brit^  into  a  war  with  the  United  States,  in  order  to  extri- 
cate the  conspirators  from  the  perilons  embarrassments  in  which  they 
have  involved  themselves.  The  tendency  to  produce  that  evil  is  so  obvi- 
ous that  it  Wotdd  seem  to  call  for  the  strongest  and  most  persevering 
efforts  of  both  conntries  to  prevent  it. 

Fifthly.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  my  government,  under  the  constant 
pressure  of  these  annoyances  which  have  so  materially  contribated  to 
procrastinate  the  painM  struggle,  to  bear  itself  in  tbe  spirit  and  in  tbe 
manner  beet  calculated  to  defeat  this  wicked  design,  without  giving 
cause  of  offense  or  irritation  to  her  M^eaty's  government  or  to  the  Britr 
ish  people. 

The  President  sincerely  wishes  that  he  could  suggest  any  adequate 
remedy  for  the  deplorable  state  of  things  thus  presented  that  is  not 
inconsistent  with  tbe  policy  which  Great  Britain  has  pursued  in  regard 
to  this  insurrection.  It  must  ever  be  his  opinion  that  it  has  directly 
resulted,  although  unexpectedly  and  unintentionally  on  thepart  of  her 
Majesty's  government,  fi^m  the  earliest  step  taken  in  that  policy.  The 
speedy  recognition  of  the  insurgents  at  a  moment  when  they  were  with- 
out navy,  ports,  courts,  or  coasts  as  a  belligerent  power  on  the  ocean, 
was  unquestionablyconstruedby  them,  aiidbyill-disposed  British  subjects 
conspiring  with  them,  as  an  invitation  to  use  British  ports,  ships,  men, 
money,  and  coasts,  bo  as  to  make  themselves  the  naval  power  w^hich 
they  never  could  by  any  possibility  become  from  their  own  unaided 
resources. 

Indications  of  active  co-operation  in  the  designs  of  tiie  insurgents 
have  been  all  along  but  too  painfully  apparent  in  British  communities. 
The  evidences  of  it  have  idreadyoonstitutedalarge  pari;  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  conduct  with  your  lordship  since  the 
day  of  my  arrival.  And  much  more,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  pnt 
into  official  form,  has  not  escaped  my  observation.  Kone  of  these  move- 
ments, however,  are  likely  to  assume  so  dangerous  a  character  as  those 
which  are  perceived  to  originate,  or  to  be  encouraged,  in  territories 
coterminous  with  those  of  the  United  States,  where  the  opporttuiitaes 
aboundfor  aggressive  and  injurious  acts,  and  the  temptation  as  well  as 
the  power  to  retaliate  is  corresxmudingly  strong.  It  must  be  manifesfe 
that  this  danger  is  one  which  my  government  can  do  no  more  to  avert 
than  it  has  already  done.  If  it  is  to  be  prevented  at  all,  it  wonld  seem 
that  a  resort  to  some  measures  of  greater  stringency  than  have  yet 
been  taken  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

In  making  in  the  most  respectful  manner  theee  frank  explanations  of 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  respective  conntries  at  present  labor,  I 
pray  your  lordship  to  beUeve  that  my  government  is  desirous  to  act  in 
a  spirit  of  perfect  friendliness,  ajid  widi  an  earnest  desire  to  coufirm  the 
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most  cordial  iti&tioDB  between  ttiem.  Havrng  scqnittied  myself  of  the 
dot;  with  which  I  have  been  charged,  I  propose  for  the  present  most 
reepectftilly  to  leave  the  whole  subject  for  your  lordahip'sjiist  considera- 
tion. 

I  pray  yoar  lordship  to  accept  the  asmraneea  of  the  hin^hest  omisid- 
endon  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yoar  most  obedient 
MTvant, 

OHAHLBS  FRAJfOIS  AJ>AMS. 

fii^t  Hon.  Eabi,  BusEffiLL,  ifio.,  d;o.,  dsc 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

Six  586.]  Lbgation  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

London,  January  28, 1864. 
Sis  :  Though  not  important  in  themselvea,  yet  as  making  a  part  of 
the  record,  I  nave  the  honor  to  tranBmit : 

2.  A  copy  of  his  lordship's  note  of  the  2l8t  infant,  acknowledging 
the  reception  of  mine  of  the  19th,  which  went  out  with  my  No.  579  of 
the  2l8t  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

0HABLE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiUE  H.  Sbvabd, 

Becretary  of  State. 


Earl  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adama. 

FoBEiQN  Office,  January  31, 1864. 
Sib  t  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re&eipt  of  yoar  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  certain  statements  made  by  the 
secretary  of  the  sO'^iaU^  confederate  pavy,  in  a  report  addressed  to  the 
boose  of  representatives,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  her  Mtyesty's 
government  will  not  &il  to  give  to  yoar  representation  their  Mlest  atten- 
titm. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  homble  servant, 

ETTSSEUi. 
Ghasles  Fbaitois  Asaus,  Esq.,  i£o.,  <£<>.,  <£o. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adame. 

Ko.  824.1  Depabtmeht  of  State, 

WathingUmy  f  efrntary  1,  ISM- 
Sib:  Yonrdlspatdiofthel4thofJaDaary(No.574)  has  been  received. 
Nothing  has  oc<wred  here  to  raise  a  doabt  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
N^ort  of  S.  B,  Mallory,  to  which  it  relates.    It  has  internal  evidences  of 
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geniiiiieness,  although  it  is  wonderful  that  sach  a  paper  should  have  been 
promulgated, 

1  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adaus,  Esq.,  <&o.,  i&c,  &e. 


Mr.  AdaiM  to  Mr.  Beward. 

No.  596.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  12, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
by  Lord  Bussell,  on  the  8th  iustant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  19th  of  last 
month,  on  the  report  of  Mr.  Mallory,  a,  copy  of  which  wa8  sent  with  my 
Ko.  580  of  the  2l8t  of  the  aame  month.  It  would  secin,  &om  his  lord- 
ship's language,  that  measures  have  been  taken  to  signiiy  to  the  confed- 
erates the  sense  of  this  government  of  the  character  of  their  operadoDB. 
I  do  not,  however,  learn  the  precise  nature  of  its  action ;  neither  can  I 
find  out  that  it  has  produced  any  alteration  of  their  ijolicy. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  mention  the  fact,  that  the  gennlneueBS  of  Mr. 
MaUorj'a  report  has  been  denied  here  by  Lieutenant  Maury. 

The  Florida  is  announced  to  have  departed  at  last  from  Brest.  I  do 
not  learn  that  the  Eappahannock  mores  at  all.  There  are  rumors,  I 
know  not  how  well  founded,  that  two  mysterious  vessels  of  war,  wbich 
show  no  colors,  are  seen  continually  off  the  port. 

The  mission  of  the  Kangaroo  is  likewise  a  matter  of  much  speculation. 
She  is  controlled  by  the  chief  rebels  in  France,  as  you  will  probably 
learn  more  specifically  from  another  source. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.    CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eon.  WnxuM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bugsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiQH  Office,  JHntory  8, 1864. 
Sir  :  Her  Miyesty's  government  have  had  under  their  consideration 
the  representations  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  ultimo,  with 
regard  to  the  alleged  use  of  British  territory  for  belligerent  purposes  by 
the  government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  as  shown  in  the 
report  of  the  confederate  secretary  of  the  navy,  Mr.  Mallory,  of  which 
you  inclosed  a  copy;  and  I  have  now  to  state  to  you  that  this  document 
appears  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  contain  the  strongest  proof,  if 
any  were  wanted,  that  they  have  endeavored,  in  good  foith,  to  observe 
strictly  and  impartially,  nnder  circumstances  of  no  small  diSSculty,  the 
obligations  of  neutrality  which  they  have  nndertaken;  and  that  the 

Practical  effect  of  their  doing  so  has  been  advantageous,  in  no  slight 
egrce,  to  the  more  powerful  of  the  two  belligerents,  namely,  the  United 
States. 

What  is  termed  in  Mr.  Mallory's  report  "the  aufriendly  constnietion 
of  her  Majesty's  laws"  is  therein  made  matter  of  grave  complaint  against 
England  by  the  government  of  the  so-stjied  Confederate  States,  while 
to  the  same  cause  is  ascribed  the  fact  that  those  States  have  been  pre- 
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Tented  from  obtaining  the  aerrices  of  th«  greater  part  of  a  formidable 
war  fleet,  which  they  had  desired  to  create. 

Her  Majesty's  goTemment  are  faU;  sensible  of  the  nature  and  import- 
ance of  the  admissions  made  in  Mr.  Mallory's  report  of  the  endeavors  of 
the  government  of  the  so-styled  Ck)nfederat«  States,  by  their  agents  in 
this  country  and  in  Oanada,  to  violate,  in  various  ways,  her  Mtyeaty's 
Denbality. 

Her  M^esty's  govemmeBt  have  already  taken  steps  to  make  that 
Cftvemment  aware  that  sach  proceedings  cannot  be  tolerated,  and  her 
Mf^esty's  government  will  not  fail  to  give  to  these  admissions,  to  which 
;on  have  invited  their  attention,  the  consideration  which  they  undonbt- 
edly  deserve. 

There  is^  however,  one  passage  in  your  letter  which  it  is  impossible 
fbT  ber  M^Je8ty'a  government  to  pass  over  without  special  notice.  This 
passage  is  as  follows:  "I  am  farther  directed,  respectfully,  to  represent 
that  the  toleration  of  these  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States,  while 
known  to  be  carrying  on  these  hostile  practices,  now  ftdly  revealed, 
within  the  British  realm  and  its  dependencies,  without  restraint  of  any 
kind,  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  exercise  of  the  unquestioned  right  of 
sheltering  political  exUes,  bnt  rather  as  equivalent  to  permitting  them 
to  abase  that  right,  for  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  availing  them-' 
selves  of  British  aid  and  co-operation,  now  notoriously  given  them,  in 
waging  war  with  a  country  with  which  Great  Britain  is  at  peace." 

Ib  reply  to  this  allegation,  her  M^esty's  government  think  it  right  to  ■ 
state,  that  her  M^esty's  dominions  must  necessarily  continue  to  be 
open  to  the  subjects  of  both  belligerents,  as  long  as  her  Mjyesty  is  .at 
peace  with  both  of  them ;  but  that  her  Majesty's  government  will,  at 
the  same  time,  continue  to  ppt  in  force,  as  mey  have  hitherto  done,  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  means  in  their  power,  the  laws  of  this  countiy 
against  those  subjects  of  either  of  the  belligerents  who  may  be  found, 
by  transgressing  those  laws,  to  have  abustS  the  rights  of  hospitality, 
and  to  have  offended  against  the  authority  of  the  Crown. 

With  regard  to  its  being  made  a  matter  of  complaint  by  the  govern- 
mcnit  of  the  United  Stiates.  that  her  Majesty  thought  fit,  upon  the 
original  commencement  of  hostilities,  to  recognize  the  status  of  belli- 
geients  in  both  the  parties  to  this  unhappy  contest,  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment can  only  repeat  the  observation  which  they  have  had  occasion  to  make 
on  former  occasions,  in  reply  to  similar  representations  received  from 
yon,  that  any  other  course  would  have  justiy  exi>osed  this  country  to  a 
charge  of  violating  the  clearest  principles  and  soundest  precedents  of 
international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  air,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 
Cbasles  Framois  Adams,  Esq.,  «£o.,  «£o.,  Ae. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adamu. 

No.  861.]  Depabtmeni  of  State, 

WaahingUm,  March  3, 1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
12th  of  February,  {No.  596,)  together  with  a  copy  of  a  note  which, 
Ml  tbb  8th  of  that  month.  Earl  Russell  addressed  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  naval  preparations  and  movements  in  the  interest  of  American  inanr- 
gents  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain. 

I  have  already  informed  you  that  Mr.  Maury's  denial  of  the  anthen- 
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ticlty  of  the  report  signed  by  Mr.  Hallory  ia  not  bexe  deemed  BuiBcient  t» 
discredit  tliat  publication. 

Earl  Rnssell'B  remarks  upon  the  qaeations  he  diBCuBses  are  (wnceived 
in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  we  infer  from  them  a  purpose  to  maintain  the 
neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain.  Becent  proceedings  of  provincid 
authorities  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Gape  of  GikmI  Hope  have 
manifested  the  same  just  determination. 

I  have  considered  with  profound  regret  his  lordship's  remarks  upon 
the  necessity  which,  as  he  supposes,  rests  upon  her  H^esty'a  govern- 
ment to  regard  our  insurgents  as  a  belligerent;  but  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that  had  a  different  course  been  pursued,  many  inconvenienceB 
now  felt  wotdd  have  been  prevented,  and  that  only  the  persistence  of 
her  Mf^eety's  government  in  that  course  hinders  and  delays  the  restora- 
tion of  our  relations  to  a  state  of  mutual  friendship,  which  would  be 
honorable  and  useful  to  both  countries,  and  wotUd  gratify  the  friends  of 
peace  and  humanity  thronghont  the  world. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ohables  Fbanois  Abahb,  Esq.,  Ac.,  &e.,  dbe. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 
[Extoftot.] 

Ko.  883.J  Depaetmbnt  op  State, 

WmMngUm,  March  21,  1864. 
SiB:  Having  noticed  that  the  authenticity  of  the  report  of  the  iusnr- 

rit  secretary  of  the  navy,  a  copy  of  which  accompanied  the  instmctioa 
yon,  2^0.  798,  of  the  4th  of  Jannary  last,  has  beeu  questioned,  dili- 
gent inquiries  have  been  made  upon  the  subject.  I  am  sorry  to  say  thfd 
niey  have  resulted  in  ascertaining  that  the  supposed  report  was  written 
by  Mr.  Beach,  the  editor  of  the  Kew  York  Sun,  and  was  first  published 

in  the  number  of  that  paper  of  the . 

l!his  was  just  at  the  time  when  journals  of  that  date  from  BicJmumd 
had  reached  the  North,  and  the  genuineness  of  the  report  was  implicitly 
believed.  My  own  convictions  were  of  that  character,  and  were 
strengthened  by  th^  fact  that  pubUc  documents  from  the  same  quarter 
had  always  reached  us  in  the  same  way.  It  seems  that  the  author  of  • 
the  surreptitious  reiwrt  was  chiefly  actuated  by  a  desire  to  create  the 
impression  that  he  had  means  of  communication  with^the  insurgent  capi- 
tal superior  to  those  of  his  professional  brethren,  and  superior  euterpiiae 
in  availing  himself  of  them. 

■  ••■••■ 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohables  Fbakois  Adams',  Esq.,  Ac,  Ac,  Ac. 


Mr,  Adamt  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extmot] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  7,  186i 


In  regard  to  the  notice  sent  to  me  in  your  Xo.  883,  of/tlie22^|Mandi, 
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of  Ote  sparioQS  character  of  tbe  pai>er  called  Mr.  Mallory's  report,  I  lost 
no  time  iu  giving  the  information  to  Lord  EusselL  I  had  had  some  coa- 
Tersation  with  turn  on  the  sabject  on  Saturday  last,  and  waa  aware  that 
tiieCrown  lawyers  were  anxiooB  to  be  assured  upon  the  subject.  I  there- 
fore addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship,  which  appears  to  have  come  just 
in  time  to  clear  him  &om  an  embarassment  prepared  for  him  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Clanricarde.  I  send  a  copy  of  my  note,  as  well 
as  a  report  of  the  debate  in  the  London  Times. 

Notwithstanding  the  avowal  of  Mr.  Eeach,  I  am  still  strongly  inclined 
to  suspect  that  the  substance  of  that  paper  was  actually  taken  from  one 
of  Mr.  Mallory's  reports.  The  fact  that  none  of  the  rebel  agentd  here 
appear  to  have  received  an  authority  to  contradict  it,  and  that  Lord 
Clanricarde,  who  is  evidently  speaking  on  information  supplied  by  them, 
resorts  to  mere  inferential  argument  against  'its  genuine  character, 
goes  far  to  confirm  that  idea.  There  has  been  opportunity  to  hear  from 
Richmond  on  the  subject,  as  I  have  occasion  to  know,  in  connection  with 
other  matters.  From  extracts  taken  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  mvestigation  into  the  aSiaira  of  Mr.  Mallory's  department,  as  I  find 
them  printed  from  the  Richmond  papers,  it  appears  that  none  of  his  re- 
ports have  ever  been  printed  by  authority.  Hence,  I  am  led  to  infer 
that  if  some  of  tbe  statements  in  Mr.  Beach's  paper,  which  carry  internal 
evidence  of  am  aothentio  source,  were  really  obtained  from  Richmond, 
they  must  have  been  obtained  sorreptitionsly,  and  in  a  manner  to  hazard- 
the  ^ety  of  the  persons  concerned  in  case  of  exposure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBA^ifCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WnxiAJi  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Hdrl  EusseU. 

IiEaAIION  OF  THE  UNTrESD  STATES, 

London,  April  4, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Mal- 
luy,  the  insurgent  secretary  of  the  navy,  about  which  I  had  some  con- 
versation with  your  lordship  on  Saturday,  I  have  the  honor  to  apprise 
you  that  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward,  informing  me 
Out,  after  most  diligent  inquiries,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  sup- 
posed report  is  admitted  by  the  editor  of  the  New  York  Sun  to  have 
heoQ  prepared  by  himself  for  the  columns  of  that  newspaper,  in  which 
it  first  appeared. 

The  reason  assigned  for  this  eztraordinaiy  proceeding  is  the  desire  of 
creating  the  impression  that  he  had  means  of  commanicating  with  the 
msnrgent  capital  superior  to  those  of  his  professional  brethren.  The 
feet  is,  that  the  same  newspaper  already,  had  earned  that  reputation,  so 
that  there  seems  to  have  been  scarcely  an  adequate  cause  for  resorting 
to  so  discreditable  a  step.  I  therefore  still  Incline  to  believe  in  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  conjecture  made  by  me  to  your  lordship,  that  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  the  paper  had  been  surreptitionsly  obtained  from 
Bourcea  which  the  editor,  being  now  forced  to  act.  ia  unwilling  to  expose. 
This,  however,  can  make  no  dmercuce  in  regard  to  the  maimer  in  which 
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tliat  paper  most  now  be  viewed.    I  hasten  to  give  this  information  to 
your  lordship,  in  order  that  no  iiirther  relianee  may  .be  placed  apon  it 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  aasnrances  of  the  higheat  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAJBLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eael  Bubsell,  <£v.,  &c.,  &c. 


CASE  OP  THE  AMPHION. 
'Mr.  Adamtto  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.} 

ISo.  628.]  liEOATion  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  23,  l^&L 
Sir  :  A  representation  made  by  Mr.  Morse  in  regard  to  a  sapiK>86d 
ont&t  of  a  war  vessel  recently  sold  by  the  government  has  led  to  an  ex- 
change of  notes  with  the  Foreign  Office,  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
-transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  RtuseU. 

Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  18, 1364. 

Mt  Loed:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 

of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United 

States  at  this  port,  relative  to  another  war  vessel,  lately  belonging  to 

her  M^esty's  government,  which  is  fitting  out  under  suspicions  circom- 


I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assorancss  of  the  highest  consid- 
eratton  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  &o.,  &c.,  t&c. 


Mr.  Mor»e  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'  United  States  Consulate, 

London,  March  17, 1861. 
Sib:  Some  time  since  the  screw  sterner  Amphion,  a  flft?-gun  ship  of 
war,  was  sold  out  of  her  Majesty's  service,  as  was  supposed,  for  breoMng 
up.    She  has  recently  had  some  partial  repairs  made  oa  her,  and  tem- 
*  I     t.. (Kittle 
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porary  or  jnry  masts  pnt  in,  as  thongh  preparing  for  a  diort  voyage. 
She  haa  had  steam  np  once  or  twice  this  week,  as  if  preparing  to  move 
out  of  dock.  Her  fittings  as  a  ship  of  war  are  still  complete;  and  X  am 
informed  that  the  real  owners,  or  their  agents  here,  intend  to  move  her 
to  Bome  more  qniet  locality,  wnere  a  thorongli  refitting  will  attract  less 
attentiou. 

She  is  not  registered,  nor  has  there  been  any  notice  given  at  either 
CQStom -house  or  registry  ofSce  of  an  intention  to  register. 

She  is  now  in  the  Victoria  dock,  London,  and-  may  leave  at  any  time 
when  the  tide  serves  for  leaving  the  docks.  Permit  me  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  asking  the  attention  of  the  govemmeot  here  to  this  ship, 
Uiat  there  may  not  be  another  escape,  and  a  repetition  of  the  Bappa- 
haimock  case,  which  I  have  reason  to  fear  is  the  intention  of  those  con- 
trolling  her. 

I>am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul 

Hon.  C.  F.  Adams, 

-  United  Btatet  Minister. 


Lord  Ituasell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBBiOK  Office,  March  18, 1864. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
this  date,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Mi^eaty's  government  to  the  cir- 
cmnstanees  under  which  the  Amphiou,  a  vessel  lately  sold  out  of  her 
H^e6tj''H  navy,  is  being  fitted  out  for  sea,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  a  copy  of  your  note  to  the 
secrefary  of  state  for  the  home  department 

The  attention  of  her  M^estj's  government  was  directed  to  this  vessel 
in  January  last,  but  it  tamed  out,  upon  inquiry,  that  she  was  lying  in 
the  Victoria  docks  completely  dismantled  and  dismasted,  with  no  signs 
of  any  fitting  ont  for  sea  having  commenced ;  and  the  impression  among 
tbe  dock  officials  was  that  It  was  intended  to  employ  her  as  an  emigrant 
vessel. 

I  have  the  hooor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSEIiL. 

Gkasles  Fbascis  Axtixa,  Esq.,  dx.,  &e.,  Ae. 


Mr.  Aiamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  635.]  Leqation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

I/mdmi,  April  1, 1864. 

Sis  :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  "So.  628,  of  23d  of  March,  I  now 
tnuumit  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  of  tjie  26th,  in  reply  to  my  repre- 
sentation about  tbe  Amphion, 

This  vessel  was  about  to  leave  the  docks  yesterday,  on  what  is  called 
1  trial  trip.  She  remains  in  all  respects  what  sheawas  when  sold,  a  war 
diip,  and  snitable  for  little  else.  To  fit  her  for  sea,  however,  will  yet  take 
>ome  time.  The  impression  is  general  among  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, who  W8t«h  her  movements,  that  she  is  preparing  for  the  use  of 
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the  rebels,  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  eecnre  any  evidence  of  a  char- 
acter that  will  weigh  with  this  government 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FRABOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Lord  Btusell  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoBBiQrt  Office,  March  26, 186^ 
Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  18th  inBtaut,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  yon  that  it  appears,  from  further  inquiries  which  her  Mfyeaty's 
government  have  instituted  with  regard  to  the  Amiihion,  that  (hat  ves- 
sel is  being  actively  fitted  out  for  sea;  but  her  ^majesty's  goverumeat  are 
advised  that,  whatever  may  b@  the  nature  of  the  "fitting  out"  nowgoiag 
on,  there  is  nothing  to  show  tliat  it  is  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  and  that  under  tiltese  circumstances  no  case  appears  to  be  made 
out  for  their  interference  wilih  regard  to  this  vessel, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mgst 
obedient,  hnmble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
Chableb  Fbaitcis  Adahs,  Esq.,  ifcc.,  <fec.,  «fco. 


JUr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adavu. 

ISo.  904.]  DEpABxatEiTT  OP  State, 

WoMhingtm,  April  7, 1S64. 
SiB:  Tour  dispatch  of  the  23d  of  March,  No.  628,  has  been  received, 
and  your  proceedings  therein  related  in  regard  to  the  supposed  outfit  of 
the  screw  steamer  Jjophion  are  approved.  The  frank  explanationswhich 
Earl  BnsaeU  so  properly  made  upon  that  subject  are  appreciated  by  this 
gOTonment. 

I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
CSABLES  FBANOIS  ADAUS,  Esq.,  <£0.,  <&0.,  <0C 


Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  Seu^rd. 

[Extract] 

"So.  64S.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8, 1864. 
SiB :  The  Amphion  has  left  this  port.  On  the  2d  instant  Lord  Rassell 
wrote  me  a  notein  answer  to  my  representation,  a  copy  of  which  is  trans- 
mitted. You  have  a  copy  of  the  latter  already  with  my  dispatch  Ko. 
628,  of  the  23d  March.  Mr.  Morse  writes  me,  since  these  events,  that 
he  is  not  quite  sure  that  the  vessel  may  not  be  for  Denmark. 

I  have  the  hon«r  to  be,  sar,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBAN0I3  ADAMS. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

S^'^retaryofStatt.  D,„.edb,CoOgle 
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Earl  Rtt$$eU  to  Mr.  Adanu. 


Foreign  Offiob,  April  2, 1864. 

SiB:  Eeferring  to  my  lett«r  of  the  26th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  yon  that  her  Majesty's  govenunent  have  had  before  them  ftir- 
ther  reports  addressed  to  the  home  department  respecting:  the  prepara- 
tions making  for  sending  the  Amphion  to  sea.  and  the  service  on  which 
it  ia  intended  to  employ  her;  and  tliat  her  Majesty's  government  are 
■gain  advised  that  there  is  no  evidence  tendihg  to  show  any  aotual  or 
contemplated  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  in  this  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  vith  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient^  hnmble  servant, 

KUSSEIili. 

Chablbb  FBAifois  Adams,  Esq.,  dto.,  dx.,  Ac 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adam$. 

Kafllg.}  Dbpabtsieiit  of  Statb, 

Woihington,  April  23, 1864. 
Sm:  Torn-  dispateh  of  April  8,  TSo.  646,  has  been  received,  together 
with  papers  annexed.    Of  these  papers  a  portion  relate  to  the  case  of 
the  Amphion,  and  another  portion  to  enlistments  for  the  insurgents  in 
Great  Britain.    Yonr  proceedings  in  these  matters  are  approved.    It  is 
ancerely  to  be  hoped  tiiat  the  apprehensions  we  have  indulged  in  regard 
to  the  Amphion  will  prove  groundless,  as  Earl  EusseU  authorizes  us  to 
sapposa.  '  I  regret  that  the  prospect  of  enforcing  the  law  against  such  . 
illegal  enlistments  as  are  mentioned  seems  so  very  unsatisfactory. 
1  am,  sir,  yotu:  obedient  servant, 

wn.T.TAHf  H.  SEWARD. 
Chaslbs  FaAKOis  Ajdajis,  Esq.,  <&e.,  Ac,  Ae. 


I        _  CASE  OF  THE  HAWK. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

So.  666.]  Lboawon  of  thb  Uhited  States, 

London,  April  22, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a;  note  addressed  by  me 
to  Lord  Bnssell,  ,of  the  16th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  outfit  of  th« 
iteamer  Hawk,  and  his  acknowledgment  of  it,  dated  the  18th.  Mr. 
Dudley's  letter,  on  which  the  representation  is  based,  was  sent  to  yon 
list  we^,  as  it  came  to  me  so  addressed,  probably  by  mistake. 

The  Hawk  is  represented  to  have  left  the  Clyde,  her  destination  alleged 
to  be  London ;  but,  thus  far,  her  arrival  here  has  not  been  announced. 
I  IiaTe  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State.  ,-.  , 

DiclzedbyCjOOgle 


156  EHFOBCEMENT  OF  NEOTEALm. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Ba/rl  R^89e^l. 

Legation  of  the  United  States,  < 
Londm,  April  16, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  ;  T  have  the  honor  to  sahmit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Liverpool,  touching  a  steam  vessel  iu  process  of  construction  and  out- 
fit at  Eenfrew,  on  the  Clyde.  My  information  of  the  nature  of  the  work 
put  into  this  vessel  convinced  me,  some  time  since,  that  she  was  not 
intended  for  ordinary  trade.  Later  circumstances,  more  and  more  dis- 
tinctly, point  out  her  destinatiou  and  object  to  be  to  carry  on  hostilities 
against  the  commerce  of  the  United  Stat«3.  Tb&difficulty  of  obtaining 
direct  evidence  in  cases  of  this  kind  has  of  late  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  apprehension  felt  by  the  parties  engaged  of  the  consequences  of 
detection.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  representation  of  the 
case  as  it  has  been  laid  before  me  in  this  letter,  and  to  solicit  attention 
to  it  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eratioQ  witJi  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
Bervant, 

OHABLBS  FEiNCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eakl  Bushbli^  (^,  &€.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dudiey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

UtotBd  States  Conbulate, 

Liverpool,  April  13,  1864. 
See:  1  have  information,  that  I  regard  as  eptirely  reliable,  that  a 
steam  vessel  built  by  Hendersons'  at  Kenflrew  on  the  Clyde,  and  now  at 
their  yard,  called  the  Hawk,  is  being  secretly  fitted  out  as  a  privateer 
for  the  insurgents,  to  make  war  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  My  information  is  that  she  is  being  fitted  out  under  the  sup^- 
iutendence  of  Captain  James  D.  Bullock,  the  well  known  agent  in  this 
country  of  the  so-called  soathem  confederacy.  About  three  weeks 
ago  this  man  Bullock  went  up  to  Glasgow  and  inspected  this  vessel; 
since  then  they  have  pat  down  another  deck  over  the  one  she  had  when 
launched,  strengthened  her  tiraber%  put  np  hammocks  to  accommodate  a 
crew  of  over  one  hundred  men,  and  erected  cabins  for  some  twelve  offi- 
cers ;  that  the  coal  bunkers  are  so  arranged  around  the  boilers  as  to 
protect  them  from  shot  or  shell ;'  in  a  word,  that  she  is  being  fitted  ap  for 
war  and  not  commercial  purposes,  and  is  to  be  armed  and  used  by  the 
insurgenta  against  the  government  of  the  United  States- 
She  has  her  engines  in,  sails  set,  and  will  be  ready  for  sea  in  a  week 
or  ten  days.  I  have  no  evidence,  and  It  may  be  impossible  to  obtain 
any,  as  they  are  conducting  all  their  operations  with  great  caution  and 
secrecy.  But  of  the  truth  of  the  facts  as  stated  I  have  no  doubt. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  Et.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WnjjAM  H.  Sewasd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Earl  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  April  18, 1864. 

Sib:'  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a.  letter  &om  the  United  States  cobbuI 
at  liiTeipool,  respecting  a  vesBel  called  the  Hawk,  in  procesB  of  con- 
stnictiou  and  outfit,  at  I&enirew,  on  the  Clyde,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
inforui  you  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  had  been 
already  directed  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tiie  highest  conEdderation,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BU8SELL. 

Charles  Fbamcis  Adaus,  Esq.,  i&c.,  £c.,  dsc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seaard, 

So.  729.]  Legation  of.  the  United  States, 

London,  June  23, 1864 
Sm :  In  connection  with  yonr  dispateh  "So.  966,  of  the  28th  of  May,  I 
DOW  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  BusseU  of  the 
18th  instant,  covering  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the 
coQBul  at  tbis  port,  of  the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawk,  and  of  liia  lord- 
ships reply  dated  the  20th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAu  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  o/  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Euseell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1864 

My  LiOBd:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  year  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  theconsulofthe  United  States 
sir  this  port,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Hawk, 

Hie  observations  made  by  Mr,  Morse  appear  to  me  to  apply  with  equal 
Gvte  to  the  Alexandra,  which  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool, 
i^orms  me  to  be  in  preparation  for  similar  purposes. 

I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  represent  to  your  lordsliip  that 
Qie  &ct  that  the  parties  engaged  in  these  enterprises  succeed  iu  disguis- 
ing their  operations  to  escape  detection  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  evade 
the  laws  of  this  kingdom  designed  to  prevent  them  does  not  appear  in 
any  way  to  diminish  the  very  grave  nature  of  the  injury  committed 
against  an  innocent,  friendly  nation. 

the  practical  consequence,  if  not  guarded  against,  is  not  unlikely  to 
^eccMne  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  warfare  on  the  ocean,  carried 
<m  from  every  maritime  country,  without  regard  to  international  obliga- 
aoos  and  without  responsibility.  I  need  scarcely  point  out  to  your  lord- 
drip  that  nndersuclppractices  those  nations  which  have  the  most  extended 
onunerce  are  subject  to  the.severest  injuries.  I  am  directed  to  say  that 
1&  United  States  are  not  less  earnest  on  this  subject  now  than  when 
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the^  last  year  remonstrated  against  tlie  ontflt  of  the  vessels,  some  at 
which  have  since  been  diverted  from  their  original  desttnatioo. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assuraaces  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant,  ' 

OHAItLES  FBAJiTOIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussbix,  t£o.,  &c,  £0. 

Mr.  Mone  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  Statbb  Oowsulatk, 

Londont  June  15, 1864, 

Sm:  During  an  interview  with  yon, quite  early  la«t  spring  I  c^ed 
yonr  attention  to  the  steamer  Hawk,  then  jnst  launched  at  Renfrew,  on 
the  Clyde.  About  the  same  time  I  also  commimicat«d  to  oin:  consuls  at 
Glasgow  and  Liverpool  all  the  information  that  had  reached  me  in  r^nid 
to  her.  But  as  she  recently  came  into  this  port,  and  will  soon,  in  some 
capacity,  go  into  active  service,  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  I 
tlunk  it  proper  that  I  should  again  ask  your  attention  to  h^,  and  lay 
before  you  such  reliable  facts  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge  conceming 
her,  notwithstanding  your  recent  correspondence  with  the  British  gov- 
ernment in  regard  to  her.  Owing  to  the  extreme  prudence  and  reticence 
of  those  who  direct  and  execute  rebel  operations  in  this  country,  and  the 
skill  In  evading  the  laws  which  three  years'  experience  has  taught  them, 
I  have  found  it  quite  impossible  to  procure  snch  legal  evidence  ae  is  boe 
required  for  her  detention  and  condemnation.  But  all  the  facts  I  propose 
to  state  I  am  confident  are  substantially  correct  and  reliable. 

The  Hawk  is  a  new  and  strongly  built  iron  screw  steamer,  of  about 
eight  hundred  tons  burden,  and  was  built  by  Messrs.  Henderson,  Cole- 
man &  Co.,  at  Benfi^ew,  on  the  Clyde.  She  was  examined  while  on  the 
stocks  by  Captain  Bullock,  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy,  and  then 
purchased  by  Thomas  Sterling  Begbie,  of  London,  as  I  have  not  the 
sUghtest  doubt,  either  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  or  for  certain 
citizens  thereof.  When  purchased  her  deck  was  laid  and  her  accommo- 
dations arranged  for  the  nsoal  number  of  officers  and  men  carried  by 
steamers  of  her  class  in  merchant  service.  Immediately  after  she  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Begbie  her  arrangements  for  the  accommodation  of 
officers  and  men  were  entirely  changed  and  made  to  conform  to  those  ift 
a  regular  man-of-war.  This  enlarged  accommodation  for  commisaiooed 
and  warrant  officers,  seamen,  and  others  takes  up  so  much  space  in  tbe 
vessel  as  to  largely  diTniiiit<h  her  capacity  for  cargo.  After  she  was 
launched  side  passages  were  made  nnder  deck  on  each  side  connecting 
tjhe  forward  with  the  aJPter  part  of  the  ship.  These  passages  were  formed . 
by  running  an  iron  floor  from  the  lower  forward  deck  throngh  the  coal- 
bonkers  and  engine-room  to  the  after  deck. 

The  entire  fioor  of  these  passages  Is  snpxwrted  by  strong  iron  bracee, 
and  there  are  iron  bulkheads  run  irom  its  inner  edge  up  to  the  deck, 
thus  making  a  closed-in  passage  way  on  each  side  of  the  ship,  about 
fbur  feet  wide,  and  say  about  seven  feet  high,  running  fore  and  aft. 
through  coal-bunkers,  engine  and  fire  rooms.  Ii  the  Hawk  was  intended 
for  a  mere  trading  vessel,  for  what  is  such  an  mrangement  intended  1 
It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  so  mnch  space  would  be  given  on  auA 
«ide  of  the  ship  merely  to  form  a  new  mode  of  communication  between 
the  fore  and  after  part  of  the  vessel.  Is  it  not  more  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  these  side  passages  or  spaces  are  to  be  used  as  depositories  of 
ooal,  cotton,  and  other  substances  for  the  protection  of  engines  and 
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boilers  against  cannon  shot;  and  if  so,  is  it  not  clearly  equipmmt  /or 
mrpurpotesT 

Her  dectca  were  first  laid  of  three  and.one-half  inches  deck  plank,  the 
usual  thickness  for  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Hawk,  and  abundantly 
thick  for  any  vessel  of  her  class,  if  intended  for  any  branch  of  m^x^u- 
tile  trade.  After  she  was  sold  another  three  and  one-half  Inches  cover- 
ing was  laid  over  the  first  deck,  making  her  deck  when  completed  seven 
indies  thick.  As  this  second  covering  of  deck  plank  was  entirely  nse- 
ksB  for  any  mercantile  purpose,  was  it  not  pnt  on  to  stifTen  the  upper 
put  of  the  ship  and  deaden  the  shock  she  might  receive  from  the  recoil 
of  giiss  when  discharged  from  her  deckT    These  alterations  and  her 

Soipment  and  fittings  were  done  by  the  direction  of  Captain  Bullock, 
the  so-c^ed  confederate  navy.  This  Captain  Bullock  visited  her 
several  times  while  in  the  process  of  completion,  and  once,  in  company 
vith  Mr.  Henderson,  the  bnLLderj  Smith,  acting  parser^  and  Captain 
Holmes,  the  acting  agent  of  Begbie  in  fitting  and  equipping  vessels  for  - 
8M,  made  a  tboroogh  esamination  of  her  and  directed  various  alt«ration8  - 
to  be  made,  which  were  made  by  the  builders,  Messrs.  Henderson  &  Co. 
Bollock  was  undoubtedly  the  chief  superintendent  and  director  in  the 
purchase  and  fitting  out  of  the  Hawk,  Holmes  and  Smith  both  looking 
to  him  for  instroctions,  and  yet  she  stands  registered  in  Mr.  Begbie's 
name,  he  being  pnt  forward  as  the  pretended  owner  to  give  her  prot^tion 
until  she  can  be  placed  safely  in  confederate  hands.  The  Hawk  left 
Baifrew  for  London  April  16, 1864.  She  touched  at  Oreenock  and  took 
in  8  few  men,  and  then  came  on  towards  London.  After  a  passage  of 
three  days,  during  which  she  made  about  ten  and  a  half  knots  per  hoar, 
she  arrived  near  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  where  she  remained  in  some 
obscure  place  about  three  weeks. 

Why  she  was  detained  there  so  long,  whether  to  complete  her  equip- 
ment and  fittings  or  merely  detained  for  orders,  I  am  at  present  unable 
to  inform  yon. 

She  next  came  up  to  Gray's  Thurrock,  a  short  distance  this  side  of 
Grave«end,  and  from  thence  into  Victoria  docks,  London,  where  she 
remained  at  anchor,  unconnected  with  the  shore  except  by  row-boats, 
UDtS  June  13,  when  she  was  taken  out  in  great  haste,  and  brought  to  an 
aochor  off  Woolwich.  While  she  lay  in  the  Thames  and  London  docks,  ' 
10  peraoa  was  allowed  to  go  on  board  without  permission  from  her  first 
officer,  who  is  a  Lieutenant  Knox,  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy. 
The  Quly  boatman  in  attendance  to  take  off  persons  who  wished  to  go 
on  board  appears  to  have  been  carefully  instructed  in  his  duty,  and  to 
have  performed  it  satisfactorily  to  his  employers.  He  first  asked  the 
name  of  the  visitor,  where  he  belonged,  the  nature  of  his  business  with 
the  steamer,  why  he  wished  to  go  on  board,  &c.,  &c.  He  would  then  go 
.off  to  the  vessel  and  report  the  case  to  Lieutenant  Knox  and  receive  his 
ixstmctions  whether  to  take  the  person  on  board  or  not.  This  Lieuten- 
ant Enox  was,  I  understand,  first  ofBcer  in  the  rebel  steamer  Eugenie 
when  she  was  driven  on  shore,  and  captain  of  the  Bobert  E.  Lee  when 
Ae  was  captured.  Both  of  these  steamers  belonged  to  the  insurgents 
w  their  government  Lieutenant  EJiox  made  application  for  an  exam- 
inatioD,  and  I  think  was  examined  for  a  captaincy  in  the  British  mercan- 
tile service,  so  that  he  might  act  as  master  in  taking  out  from  English 
porta  confederate  steamers.  But  failing,  if  he  appeared  for  examtoa- 
tioa,  to  obtain  a  ctmimission  as  captain  in  the  Britudi  merchant  service, 
he  uaB  gone  first  officer  on  the  Hawk,  with  the  understanding,  it  is  said, 
diat  he  shall  command  her  when  she  leaves  Bermuda. 

^e  took  on  board  in  this'port  some  bar  iron  and  a  qnaatity  of^fM: 
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cases,  the  contents  of  which  we  were  anable  to  learn.  When  sbe  came 
into  dock  here  she  had  two  or  three  British  cnstom-house  officers  on 
board.  She  had  probably  been  under  the  observation  of  Bnch  ofQcera 
since  leaving  the  Clyde. 

This  crutiny  over  her  movementB  was  no  doubt  one  of  tte  conaequ^ces 
of  yonr  correspondence  with  the  British  government  in  regard  to  her. 
It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  while  here,  under  the  observation  of  gov- 
ernment officers,  they  would  suffer  anything  to  be  done  which  is  here 
considered  in  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  or  the  Queen's  pio- 
olamstion.  Although  many  circumstances  connected  with  her  show  tlat 
she  is  to  be  a  confederate  belligerent  ship,  yet  while  in  this  port  and 
passing  through  the  formalities  necessary  to  be  observe^,  on  going  to 
sea,  those  who  controlled  her  were  careful  to  keep  within  "the  letter  of 
the  law,  though  it  is  not  probable  that  they  succeeded  in  disguising  her 
true  character.  She  has  an  English  register,  in  which  Thomas  Sterling 
■  Begbie,  a  London  merchant,  is  named  as  sole  owner.  Her  crew  was 
shipped  at  the  Sailor's  Home  in  this  city,  a  government  shipping  office. 
They  shipped  for  the  tun  out;  received  one  mouth's  advanced  wages, 
with  a  promise  of  two  months'  wages  in  addition  on  arriving  out.  She 
cleared  under  the  protection  of  English  papers  and  the  English  flag,  and 
is. bound,  it  is  given  out,  for  Bermuda,  an  English  island. 

From  the  fact  that  she  was  purchased,  equipped,  and  fltt«d  under  the 
directions  of  Captain  Bullock ;  that  after  the  purchase  she  was  changed 
8o  as  to  accommodate  wardroom  officers  att  and  warrant  officers  and 
over  one  hundred  men  fom'ard  of  the  engines;  that  she  was  greatly 
stiffened  in  the  upper  deck  to  enable  her  to  bear  the  recoil  of  guns  when 
discharged ;  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  protecting  her  en- 
gines and  boiler  against  shot;  that  the  greatest  secrecy  and  cauticai 
were  observed  in  regaid  to  her  while  in  this  port ;  and  that  a  lieutenant 
in  the  rebel  navy  is  acting  as  her  first  officer,  and  from  many  other  fects 
and  circumstances  known  to  me,  I  am  satlsfled  that  she  belongs  to  ttie 
BO-called  confederate  government,  and  that  said  government  intends  to 
nse  her  for  purposes  of  war,  or  for  committing  depredations  against 
tbe  commerce  of  the  United  States.  There  is  a  possibility  that  sbe 
may  go  to  some  contmental  port  to  receive  her  armament  and  men,  or 
'  take  them  in  at  sea.  But  shoidd  she  go  to  Bermuda,  in  conformity 
with  her  clearance  from  this  port,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of 
requesting  the  British  government  to  give  her  some  attention  on  hei 
arrival  ont. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  MORSE,  Comvl 

Hon.  Ghablbs  F.  Adaus, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  Rvasell  to  Mr.  Adam$, 

FoEEiGN  Office,  June  20, 1864. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  Hawk,  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  cause  further 
inquiries  to  be  made  with  respect  to  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 
Chablbs  Fbamcis  Adams,  Esq.,  (60.,  t&o.,  &c.         Coocjit' 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 


So.  738.]  LBGiTION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  July  7,  1864. 
SiB :  In  anwer  to  the  repreBentation  made  by  me  t«  Zx>rd  Bufieell,  coq- 
ceming  the  fitting  out  of  the  atenmer  Hawk,  aa  reported  in  my  dispatch 
No.  729,  of  the  23d  of  June,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  oopy  of 
Ha  lordship's  note  of  the  4th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBA^CIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Beeretary  of  State. 


Earl  Butseli  to  Mr.  Adatng. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  July  4, 1864. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20th  nltimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  appears  from  farther  inquiries  which  have  been 
made  by  ttie  board  of  customs  with  respect  to  the  Hawk,  that  vessel  left 
the  Victoria  docks  on  the  13tli  ultimo,  and  is  stated  to  have  passed 
Gravesend  on  the  following  day,  cleared  for  Bermuda. 

The  commissioners  of  customs  report  that  the  cargo  of  the  Hawk  con- 
sisted of  iron,  iron  bar,  bar  steel,  and  divers  articles  of  merchandise ; 
that  some  of  the  paekagea  were  examined  by  their  officers,  but  that 
nothing  of  a  snspicloos  nature  was  found  therein. 

The  commissioners  add  that  (hey  are  informed  that  their  ofBcers  had 
DO  difficulty  in  going  over  every  part  of  the  ship,  and  that  in  so  doing  they 
Baw  nothing  whatever  to  arouse  any  suspicion  of  the  vessel ;  that  she 
appeared  to  be  a  \eTy  fast  merchant  ship,  and  that  the  genmd  opinion 
seems  to  have  been  that  she  was  not  fitted  for  war  purposes,  her  iron 
plates  being  so  thin  and  light. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witti  the  highest  coosideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BFSSELL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seurard. 

[Eitraet] 

So.  879.J  Legation  of  the  tTHiTED  Stateb, 

London,  February  16, 1866. 
Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Buasell  on  the  subject  of  ontfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  tiie 
nbds. 

a  •  •  •  •  •  a 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedient  servant 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WHXIAM  H.  Se  VABD, 

SecrtUuy  of  State.  n^^r^nir' 
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Mr.  Adamt  to  Lord  Svssell. 


United  States  Leqation, 

London,  January  U,  1865. 
Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbtDit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
ftimisliing  information  of  certain  proceedings,  believed  to  be  condncted 
in  violatioQ  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  houor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Babl  Bussbix,  dc,  ttx.,  i&o. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adam3. 

Uhited  States  CoNStrLATB, 

London,  JoMUary  10, 1865. 

Sm :  On  the  15th  day  of  June,  1864, 1  addressed  to  yoa  a  letter  con- 
taining a  detailed  statement  of  the  purchase  and  equipment  of  the  British 
eerew-steamer  Hawk,  as  I  believed,  for  a  rebel  privateer.  For  all  par- 
ticulars  in  reference  to  the  AttlDg,  equipment,  &c.,  of  this  vessel,  permit 
me  to  refer  you  to  that  letter,  all  the  statements  of  which  I  still  believe 
to  be  entirely  correct.  I  may  add  that  one  of  the  builders,  I  have  learned, 
stated  whOe  in  London,  near  the  time  the  Hawk  left,  that  he  had  been 
obliged  to  give  a  guarantee  that  she  should  not  go  into  the  possession 
of  the  confederates,  to  be  used  as  a  belligerent  ship.  I  have  no  means 
of  verifying  this  statement,  or  if  true,  how  long  a  tflne  the  guarantee 
waa  to  extend  over.  The  Hawk  left  for  Bermuda  on  the  13th  Jmie  last, 
with  Lieutenant  Knox  of  the  rebel  na^'y,  as  chief  officer,  and  a  Mr. 
Archer  of  said  navy  as  the  real  engineer-in-chief,  though  a  Mr.  C.  Hoskin, 
of  12  York  street,  East  Stepney,  was  nominally  so.  The  Hawk  staid  at 
Burmuda  between  flveandsixmonths,  entirely  idle,  and  some  three  weeks 
ago  returned  to  Liverpool,  and  about  a  week  ago  to  the  i>ort  of  London. 
Mr.  Archer,  a  chief  engineerin  therebelservice,  who  went  out  in  berin 
June  last  to  Bermuda,  remained  on  board  or  attached  to  her  all  the  time 
she  lay  doing  nothing  In  port,  which  was  nearly  six  months,  and  returned 
in  her  to  Liverpool. 

This  vessel  was  undoubtedly  fitted  and  intended  for  a  privateer,  but 
what  kept  her  so  long  lying  idle  at  Bermuda  I  know  not,  unless  it  be 
true  that  her  builders  or  owners  were  under  bonds  not  to  let  her  pass 
into  belligerent  hands.  I  have  been  informed,  on  authority  whi<^  in 
such  matters  has  rarely  erred,  that  she  will  yet  go  out  as  a  privateer, 
and  that  very  soon,  too.  It  is  now  said  she  will  be  sold,  and  got  out  in 
some  way  at  once,  but  she  stands  to-day  registered  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Sterling  Begbie,  and  was  mortgaged  on  the  12th  December  last  to  Mr. 
William  Boyle,  Bartholomew  Eoad,  Kentish  town,  for  £20,000.  I  think  the 
attention  of  the  British  government  should  again  be  called  to  her. 

I  learn,  from  authority  considered  entirely  reliable,  that  the  rebel 
officers  in  this  country  expect  to  get  two  privateers  out  of  this  eoantry 
before  the  close  of  February.  Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenants  Carter  and 
Davidson  are  now  in  London,  it  is  supposed  in  couaection  witb  them. 


A.tKit^k 
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One  other  strongly  sospicioas  if  not  eatirely  confinnatory  circamatance 
is,  that  there  are  now  in  Loudon  forty-seven  men  under  the  care  of  a 
hoarding-house  keeper  hy  the  name  of  Captain  Earley,  who  expect  to 
leave,  perhaps  to-morrow,  to  meet  a  rebel  privateer  somewhere,  they  do 
not  kaonr  where.  These  men  are  mostly  English,  and  came,  many  of 
them,  from  the  pirate  Florida^  and  some  from  the  Bappahannock,  still 
at  Calais,  and  used  as  a  receiving  ship.  They  have  received  orders  for 
£10  boaiity  each,  which  they  expect  to  get  this  evening,  and  I  may  know 
to-morrow  who  pays  it.  These  men  do  not  hesitate  to  say  to  those  whom 
they  think  they  can  tmst,  that  they  are  positively  engaged  for  a  priva- 
teer, and  the  fact  that  most  of  them  have  served  in  re^I  privateers,  and 
the  strong  desire  they  express  of  again  getting  at  the  work  of  plonder- 
ing  American  ships  on  account  of  tlie  plunder  they  were  allowed  toappro- 
priate  to  their  own  use,  certainly  gives  strength  to  their  declarations. 

The  Bide-whed  steamer  City  of  fiichmond,  which  left  this  port  this 
afternoon,  or  rather  the  dock,  has  created  some  suspicion,  principally  on, 
account  of  her  sale  "to  foreigners,"  and  her  transfer  to  Edward  Lister 
Golboume,  of  Trenmore,  county  of  Chester.  This  steamer  was  built  at 
Cabittown  for  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  and  was  com- 
plete in  June  last.  She  is  six  hundred  and  fourteen  tons  gross,  and 
was  transferred  entire  to  the  above  Golboume  on  the  24th  of  December 
last,  only  two  dayt  after  her  sale  "  to  foreigners."  Her  crew  were  shipped 
regularly  at  the  Sailors'  Home.  I  understand  she  has  not  much  cargo 
on  board,  but  a  large  amount  of  stores.  Her  master's  name  is  William 
Scott.  Wbat  1  fear  is  that  she  will  be  used  as  a  supply-ship  to  some 
privateer,  and  will  be  detained  down  the  river  to  receive  the  privateers- 
men  who  are  kept  here  to  be  sent  to  their  ship. 

Edward  Lester  (or  Lister)  Golboume  holds  the  whole  of  the  steamer 
Battlesnake,  as  well  as  the  City  of  Eichmond,  in  his  own  name,  and 
appears  to  be  a  person  used  hy  the  confederates  to  cover  steamers  acCn- 
aUy  owned  by  them. 

The  City  of  Bichmond  was  called  Ovalou  while  owned  by  the  Bailway 
Company,  and  her  name  was  changed  when  she  was  "  sold  to  foreigners,'* 
on  tlie  22d  of  December,  1864. 

In  the  hope  of  learning  to-day  where  the  privateersmen  would  be  sent 
to,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  keep  this  paper  open  until  this  morning  for 
this  puriKise.  I  am  now  able  to  say  that  about  noon  to-day  the  men 
were  sent  by  railroad  to  Greenhythe,  and  were  put  on  board  the  steamer 
City  of  Kichmond.  This  vessel  cleared  for  Bermuda,  and  as  there  was 
not  yesterday,  the  day  she  sailed  or  went  out  of  dock,  any  authority 
iadotsed  on  her  register  authorizing  her  captain  to  sell  her,  and  as  she 
then  stood  registered  in  the  name  of  E.  L.  Golbonme,  I  think  the  prob- 
abilities are  that  she  is  taking  men  and  stores,  possibly  munitions  of  war 
also,  to  some  privateer.  The  orders  given  to  the  men  for  £10  each  were 
drawn  by  Richard  W.  Cnrtis,  understood  to  be  a  purser  in  the  rebel 
naval  service,  and  were  drawn  on  H.  P.  Maples,  Ko.  4  Arthur  street 
east,  London  Bridge,  and  are  dated  London,  Janua^9, 18(j5.  An  at- 
tested copy  of  one  of  the  orders,  drawn  in  favor  of  William  Toung,  is 
hereto  annexed. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

P.  A.  MORSE,  Cmsvl. 

Hon.  Chables  Fbuhcis  Adaus, 

United  States  MtnUter,  London. 
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London,  January  9, 186S. 
Mb.  H.  p.  Maples, 
[stamp.]  4  Arthur  street  East,  London  Bridge : 

Please  pay  William  Young,  or  order,  ten  pounds. 
£10.  RICH'D  W.  CURTIS. 

Consulate  U.  S.  A.,  London. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  order  in  the  hands  of  WiUiam 
Young,  flremaD,  late  of  die  Florida. 

JOSHUA  MUBIir. 

Mr.  Adama  to  Earl  ButteU. 

United  Static  Legation, 

London,  Jamuary  14, 1865. 
Mt  Loeb  :  Since  dispatching  my  note  this  morning  I  have  recelTed 
ftarther  information  in  regard  to  the  sobject  to  which  it  relates,  from  the 
same  source.    I  hasten  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  a  copy 
of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  dated  this  morning. 

I  pray  you  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera* 
tiou  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  moat 
obedient  serrant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  <fic.,  *fcc.,  &c. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  CoIIsulatb, 

London,  January  14,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  am  assured  by  our  consular  agent  at  Calais,  and  oth^  equally 
reliable  sources  of  information,  that  forty  seamea  and  ofScers  left  Calais 
at  midnight  on  Tuesday  night  last,  as  passengers  on  the  steamer  Velocity 
for  London.  This  steamer  runs  between  Calais  and  London  on  the  Gen- 
eral Steam  Navigation  Company's  line.  The  men  did  not  come  to  Lon- 
don, but,  were  put  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  City  of  Richmond  some- 
where down  the  river.  When  those  who  controlled  the  City  of  Rich- 
mond at  Greenhythe  saw  that  their  movements  were  kept  under  obser- 
vation, the  steamer  was  got  under  way  with  all  dispateh,  and  left  behind 
nine  or  ten  of  the  London  privateersmen,  who  went  down  to  the  train 
following  that  which  took  down  the  men  who  succeeded  in  getting  on 
board.  Thirty -six  men,  all  of  whom  are  said  to  have  served  on  board 
either  the  Alabama,  Georgia,  or  Florida,  are  known  to  have  goue  on 
board  at  Greenhythe.  These,  with  the  forty  men  and  rebel  naval  officers 
from  Calais  who  joined  her  down  the  river,  make  seventy-six  men  on 
board  the  City  of  Richmond,  which  she  is  taking  out  of  Uus  country  to 
some  rebel  privateer. 

A  telegraph  from  Falmouth  last  evening,  not  received  till  this  morn- 
ing, informs  me  that  the  City  of  Richmond  had  not  then  arrived  tho^ 
but  was  expected.  I  shall  be  promptly  notified  on  her  arrival  there, 
should  she  go  there.  The  man  called  Captain  Earley,  who  shipped  them, 
went  down  the  river  on  the  steamer  with  them,  and  luu<  not  yet  returned. 
The  men  who  left,  this  port  are  mostly  English  subjects,  and  have  been 
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m  the  rebel  priTateering  service.  They  were  kept  under  observatioo 
and  particnlarlj  cautioned  against  being  drawn  into  conversation  in 
reference  to  their  shipment  and  destination  by  any  person,  and  no  testi- 
mony could  be  obtained  from  them.  The  nine  or  ten  men  left  will  prob- 
ably be  sent  to  Calais,  or  to  the  City  of  Bichmoud  shonld  she  touch  at 
Falmouth  for  coal,  or  at  any  other  port  on  the  English  coast.  Should 
the  goverument  here  think  it  a  case  requiring  its  attention,  I  feel  quite 
sore  all  that  these  men  know  in  reference  to  their  shipment  and  desti- 
nation can  readily  be  obtained. 

Though  I  am  not  now  able  to  ftimiah  legal  proof  of  the  fact,  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  seventy-six  passengers,  except  the  oflficera  on 
board  the  City  of  Bichmond,  have  been  engaged  in  this  country  for  a 
rebel  privateer.  Whether  they  are  to  join  the  Shenandoah,  or  some 
other  privateer  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  or  a  new  one  in  Euro- 
pean waters,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 

I  leam  also  that  John  Seymour,  called  "  John  the  Greek,"  and  another 
foreigner,  have  just  received  orders  to  engage  men  for  the  rebel  service. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOBSE,  Consul. 

Hon.  Charles  !FBAncis  Adahs, 

United  States  Minister, 


Earl  Buasell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGn  Opfigb,  Jamtary  16, 1865, 
SiB;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 'receipt  of  yonr  letters  of 
the  14th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  letters,  dated  respectively  the 
10th  and  14th  of  this  month,  which  have  be«n  addressed  to  you  by  the 
United  States  consul  in  London. 

L  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  highest  consideratioD,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Charles  Fbahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&Cj  die,  <0c. 


Lord  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

*      FoBEiQN  Office,  Janvary  27, 1865. 

Sis  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  it  does  not  appear  to  her  Miy'esty's  government,  from 
the  iniformation  which  you  have  fiimished  to  me,  or  from  such  infonna- 
titm  as  they  have  otherwise  been  able  to  obtain,  respecting  the  Hawk 
and  the  City  of  Bichmond,  that  either  of  these  vessels  is  intended  for 
the  war  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  still  less  that  there 
has  been  any  illegal  equipment  in  this  country  of  either  vessel. 

"With  regard  to  the  men  supposed  to  have  enlisted  into  the  confederate 
service,  the  greater  part  of  whom  appear  to  have  already  sailed  for  Nas- 
sau by  the  (Sty  of  Bichmond,  it  seems,  indeed,  to  be  probable  that  they 
eatne  together  for  some  purpose  connected  with  the  war  service  of  the 
Confederate  States ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  possession  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  show  either  that  any  particular  persons  among 
them,  being  uatural-bom  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  have  enlisted  in  that 
service,  or  have  left  this  country  with  a  view  to  such  enlistment,  or  that 
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any  of  them,  vhether  natural-born  aabjects  of  her  M^esty  or  not,  have 
been  induced  to  euilist  in  this  coiintr}',  or  to  go  6'Om  here  for  the  purpose 
of  enlistment^  by  any  particular  person  or  persons  now  amenable  to  her 
M^iesty*s  jurisdiction. 

The  information  which  her  M^esty's  government  possesses  with  regard 
to  such  of  these  men  as  belonged  to  the  Florida  rather  leads  to  the  cod- 
clusion  that  when  they  arrived  in  this  couutcyfrom  Bahia,  they,  whether 
subjects  of  her  Mjyesty  or  not,  were  already  1q  the  confederate  service, 
and  that  no  new  enlistment  or  engagement  iu  this  country  need  be 
supposed  in  order  to  account  for  their  coming  together  and  going 
out  to  a  port  from  whence  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  Confeder- 
ate States. 

I  have,  further,  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  when  the  particular 
facts  relative  to  tlie  engagement  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  were  tmder 
the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
presence  of  some  of  them  at  Liverpool,  it  was  found  that  they  had  been 
engaged  and  shipped  at  Mobile^  iu  the  Confederate  States,  under  cu-- 
cuQistances  which  did  not  seem  to  her  Majesty's  government  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  they  could  be  successfully  prosecuted  for  any 
offense  against  the  foreign  eulistment  act.  Whether  the  men  now  iu 
question  were  part  of  the  same  crew,  or  were  enlisted  for  the  Florida 
at  some  other  place  and  under  difitierent  circumstances,  does  not  at  all 
appear. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are.  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
at  present  any  such  evidence  before  them  of  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act— either  by  the  equipment  or  fitting  out  of  the  ships 
Hawk  and  City  of  Richmond,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  the  enlistment 
or  procurement  of  men  in  this  country  for  the  coiuederate  ^var  service — 
as  would  justify  them  in  taking  any  legal  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Fkakob  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  <&c.'d:c. 


CASES  OF  TflB  AJAX  AND  THE  HERCULES. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  S^card. 

[Extract.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  op  the  Cnited  States, 

London,  Fefyruary  16, 1805. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondeuce  held  with 
Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  tor  account  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 


Legation  op  the  United  States, 

L&ndon,  February  7, 1865. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
two  letters  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool,  touching  the  buildiug  and  outfit  of  a  vessel  called 
the  Hercules,  at  Dumbarton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrj'ing  on  var  against 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  history  of  the  Ajax  is  well  known 
to  me  from  the  &ct  of  her  accidental  detention  at  Kingston,  in  Ireland, 
oD  her  departure  outward,  by  reason  of  the  refiisal  of  some  of  the  men 
to  Bail  in  her,  because  they  bad  been  deceived  as  to  her  true  character, 
Tet,  instead  of  iuquirittg  into  the  truth  of  the  allegation,  it  appeared 
that  the  autiiorities  at  Kingston  proceeded  to  puni^  the  men  as  mnti- 
neers. 

I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  au  advertisement 
taken  from  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  1st  instant,  going  to  show 
that  the  crew  of  the  vessel  formerly  known  as  the  Alabama,  being  all  of 
them  British  subjects,  enlisted  in  violation  of  law,  on  a  voyage  of  hos- 
tility to  the  United  States,  are  openly  paid  their  wages  by  agents  of  the 
insurgents  in  a  British  port,  just  as  if  they  had  been  embarked  in  a 
oommoo  undertaking,  fully  recognised  by  all  the  British  authorities. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  that  X  am  constrained  to  admit  the 
impression  that  her  Majesty's  government  seem  to  be  almost  without 
the  power  to  restrain  the  commission  of  this  systematic  abuse  of  the 
hw  of  neutrality  within  her  territories.  I  regret  it  the  more  that  it 
seems  to  be  gradually  fixing  in  the  minds  of  my  countrymen  a  conric- 
tioD  that  there  is  little  reciprocal  force  in  treaty  obligations,  and  hence 
that  it  is  expedient  for  them  to  be  released,  as  far  as  possible,  from  those 
into  which  their  government  has  heretofore  cheerfully  entered  with 
Great  Britain.  I  trust  I  need  not  say  to  your  lordship  that  this  state  of 
things  is  regarded  by  me  as  most  unfavorable  to  the  best  interests  of 
both  nations,  which  would,  in  my  view,  dictate  rather  a  closer  approxi- 
mation thau  any  aUenatiou. 

A'ot  having  had  any  reason  to  doubt  the  &vorab1e  disposition  of  her 
Uiyesty's  government,  I  still  cherish  the  hope  that  some  additional 
means  may  be  devised  to  correct  the  evils  complained  of,  and  to  restore 
that  confidence  in  reciprocity  of  friendly  action  which  is  the  only  stable 
foundation  of  all  international  relations  of  amity  throughout  the  world. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consitler- 
ition  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lonl,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAIJCia  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  BubselI',  <£o.,  *£«■,  <to. 

•  [iDclosnres.] 

1.  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  AdibM,  February  2, 1865. 

2.  Mr.  Dadley  to  Mr.  A^pls,  February  i,  1865. 

Z.  Advertisement  abontAm>-Alabama,  from  Daily  Post  [See  "Bebel 
Cnusers," sabdivision "  AJJI^Vbh"  post.] 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  2, 1865. 
StB:  A  steamer  called  the  Hercnles  is  now  flttiug  out  on  the  Clyde, 
aad  which  I  understand  is  a  sister  steamer  to  the  Ajaz,  that  recently 
sailed  from  the  same  river,  and  huilt  and  owned  by  the  same  parties. 
I  think,  from  what  I  learn,  she  is  intended  for  a  goDboat  for  the  rebels, 
and  has  been  built  for  that  express  purpose.  I  understand  they  ai-e  fit- 
ting her  out  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  that  she  will  be  ready  for  sea  in 
about  «ight  days. 

1  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  steamer  Ajaz,  above  referred  to,  is  to 
lie  used  as  a  gunboat  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  ww 
built  and  fitted  out  for  that  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecUully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Chableb  Fbasok  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc.,  (fee,  tfeo. 


Mr.  Dudi^  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Glasgow,  February  i,  1865. 
SlE :  Referring  to  my  dispatch  of  the  2d  institnt,  and  the  steamer 
Hercules,  which  was  supposed  to  be  intended  for  a  confederate  gunbcnt, 
I  have  now  to  report  that  this  steamer  was  built  by  P.  Denny,  of  Dam- 
barton,  and,  as  is  said,  or  pretended,  for  McCleese  and  Knot^  I  beheve, 
of  Olasgow ;  but,  as  I  am  informea  and  believe,  for  the  so-called  con-^ 
federate  government  in  the  sonthem  States  of  America,  now  in  rebd-* 
lion  against  the  United  States.  She  is  at  present  at  Dnmbarton,  od 
the  Clyde,  very  nearly  completed;  is  to  have  a  trial  trip  on  Wednesday 
next ;  has  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  on  board,  and  is  to  sail  in  a  very 
few  days.  She  is  a  double-screw  boat,  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons 
register,  and  five  hiindred  tons  burden,  with  two  engines,  combining 
one  hundred  and  fifty  horse-power,  nominal ;  the  hull  one  hundred  uid 
seventy  feet  long,  twenty-flve  feet  beam,  and  eleven  and  a  half  feet 
depth  of  hold,  drawing  about  eight  feet  water;  one  fnunel,  two  masta; 
the  fore  one  brig-rigged ;  the  last,  echooner-rigged ;  the  decks  fiush 
fore-and-aft;  the  timters  are  of  angle  iron,  heavy  and  very  close,  so  as 
to  give  her  great  strength ;  plat«d  over  with  iron  plates,  and  two  inches 
of  cement  in  thickness  on  the  inside,  and  foor  inches  of  wood  on  the 
inside  of  the  cement ;  making  a  thickness  of  six  inches  independent  of 
the  iron  plates.  The  deck-beama  are  strong  euoogh  to  hold  gaos  of 
any  size.  From  her  build  and  the  material  used,  and  the  manner  it  is 
put  together,  it  would  be  difficult  t«  make  any  vessel  of  her  size  stronger 
than  she  is.  The  bulwarks  are  made  purposely  low,  like  those  of  the 
steamer  Alexandra,  built  at  Liverpool,  so  the  pivot-guns  and  swivels 
can  be  fired  over  them.  The  hull  is  divided  into  three  water-tight  com- 
partments ;  the  forecastle  is  fitted  up  with  twenty -two  berths,  and  a 
mess  table  for  this  number,  constructed  to  screw  up  like  those  used  on 
ships  of  war.  The  space  in  what  is  called  between-decks,  or  more  pro- 
perly in  the  middle  compartment,  is  fitted  up  with  thirty-two  bertlis, 
with  a  like  mess  table  for  their  accommodation ;  then  follows  the  engipe- 
room,  and  accommodations  for  the  engineei's,  and  then  the  afber-csbiDf 
which  has  ten  state-rooms,  five  on  each  side,  for  the  officera  There  is 
DO  hatchway  for  taking  in  cargo,  or  space  in  the  vessel  for  stowing  any- 
thing but  her  cfmls,  provision,  and  ammunitioa  for  h^  cruise.!  .She  is 
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to  carry  two  piTot-gnns,  and  one  or  more  swivels.  No  preparations,  so 
for  as  can  be  seen,  {except  the  space  left,}  are  made  for  mounting  the 
pms.  It  is  not  probable  that  this  is  to  be  done  in  port,  bnt,  like  her 
aisler  ship  the  Ajax,  built  by  the  same  party,  will  clear  and  sail  as  a 
merchant  vessel,  as  was  also  done  in  the  case  of  the  pirates  Alabama, 
Geoi^a,  Oreto,  and  Sea  King,  and  then,  as  in  the  other  cases,  mount  the 
guns,  and  take  in  her  ammnnition  and  supplies  from  some  other  English 
Teesel,  and  enter  upon  her  cruise  of  devastation  and  destruction.  They 
have  put  up  aa  a  blind  across  the  binder  part  of  the  steamer  a  tempo- 
rary wooden  tow-rail,  to  pass  her  off  to  casual  observers  as  a  tug-boat. 

The  foreman  in  the  yard,  by  name  of  Leslie,  a  brotlier-in-la^to  the 
boilder,  says  he  does  not  know  for  what  purpose  she  is  to  be  used,  or 
where  she  is  to  go.  From  the  above  description  yon  will  perceive  that 
she  is  built  for  war  purposes,  and  nothing  else.  My  information  from 
private  and  confidential  sources  is,  that  she  is  for  the  confederates,  and 
to  be  used  as  a  privateer  to  burn  and  destroy  our  commerce,  and  to 
mi^e  war  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  of  which  I  have 
not  myself  the  least  doubt  To  show  the  peculiar  form,  power,  and  con- 
struction of  the  vessel,  abundant  testimony  can  be  obtained ;  but  of  the 
inteutions  of  the  parties  in  building  her,  and  the  purpose  for  which  she 
is  to  be  used,  I  have  no  positive  evidence  but  &rom  confidential  sources,  , 
aD<I  I  suppose  none  can  be  obtained  short  of  the  parties  who  are  build- 
ing and  fitting  her  out,  and  I  have  no  power  to  compel  or  make  them 
testify. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  &e.,  iSbc,  &c. 


Earl  Bustell  to  Mr.  Adama, 

FOBEION  Office,  Feftrwory  8, 1865. 

8iE:  I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  7th  instant,  and  delivered 
at  the  Foreign  OQAce  at  a  late  hour  yesterday  evening  after  the  close  of 
bnsineBs;  bat  not  being  marked  immediate,  it  did  not  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  nnder-secretary  of  state  until  1  p.  m.  to-day. 

The  matter  shall  be  immediately  attended  to,  but  in  the  mean  time  I 
wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  dates  of  the  letters  which  you  inclose. 
Ibe  first  letter  of  the  United  States  consul,  at  Liverpool,  is  dated  the  2d 
instant,  and  affirms  that  a  steamer  named  the  Hercules  is  fitting  out  in 
the  Clyde  for  the  confederate  service,  and  that  this  vessel  is  to  be  ready 
for  sea  in  eight  days.  The  second  letter  which  you  transmit  to  me  is 
dated  Glasgow,  the  4th  instant,  and  contains  further  information  respect- 
ing this  ve^«l,  and  states,  moreover,  that  the  trial  trip  is  to  take  place 
to-day. 

Id  a  former  instance  I  was  able  by  means  of  the  lord  advocate  to 
prosecute  the  owners  of  a  vessel  building  in  the  Clyde,  and  to  get  a  ver- 
dict entered  by  consent  which  defeated  the  purpose  of  the  confederate 
agent.  But  these  operations  are  very  quick,  and  unless  I  have  timely 
notice  I  can  have  bat  little  hopes  of  stopping  these  nefarious  transae- 
tiona 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Feamcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c., <fec.,  <fetf.  di  nzedb  GooqIc 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russdl. 


Legation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

London,  February  9, 1865. 
My  Lord  :  I  lose  no  time  in  transmittiDg  to  yon  copies  of  two  depo- 
sitions which  have  this  moinent  come  to  hand  touching  the  outfit  of  the 
two  vessels  from  Glasgow  called  tlie  AJax  and  Hercules.  I  have  strong 
reasons  for  the  belief  that  the  tlrst  vessel  is  already  cruising  on  the  ocean 
as  a  privateer,  and  the  otlier  is  about  to  follow  her  immediately.  I 
scarcely  deem  it  necessary  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  depo- 
sition of  John  Melley,  as  justifying  the  refusal  to  proceed  on  the  voyage 
by  the  seamen,  in  the  examination  at  Kiugston,  uotwithstAnding  which 
ttiey  are  punished  by  the  authorities  as  ha^'ing  committed  an  offense. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FIIAKCI3  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  I^abl  Busasix,  die,  &o.,  &c 

[Incloanrea.] 

1.  Deposition  of  John  Melley,  February  6, 1865. 

2.  Advance  note,  the  Ajax. 

3.  Deposition  of  George  Smith,  Febmary  6,  1865. 


Deposition  of  John  Melley. 

I,  John  Melley,  of  Glasgow,  seaman,  being  duly  sworn,  depose  and 
eay:  In  the  month  of  January  last  past,  being  in  want  of  a  ship,  saw 
Captain  Adams,  of  the  steamer  AJax,  at  the  SaUors'  Home,  in  Glasgow; 
be  told  me  she  was  a  tog  or  tow-boat  gowing  to  Nassau,  and  that  he 
would  like  me  to  go.  I  signed  the  articles  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  for 
three  ponuds  ten  shillings  per  month.  Two  days  afterwards,  on  a  Fri- 
day, I  went  on  board  of  her,  lying  at  anchor,  aboat  two  miles  from  Green- 
ock— the  tail  of  the  bank!  She  sailed  that  same  night  about  12  or  1 
o'clock.  We  arrived  at  Kingston,  Ireland,  the  next  morning.  I  left  the 
vessel  at  Kingston  and  retume<l  to  Glasgow.  Captain  Adams  was  in 
command.  The  crew  consisted  of  eight  sailors,  twelve  firemen,  and  three 
engineers.  There  was  one  person  on  board  who  was  formerly  the  captain 
of  the  confederate  steamer  Fingal,  who  was  to  have  command  of  the  Ajax 
as  soon  as  Captain  Adams  left.  I  discovered  as  soon  aa  1  got  on  hoard 
of  her,  and  before  she  sailed,  that  she  was  intended  for  a  war  vessel. 
She  wa«  fitted  np  for  one  in  every  particular.  In  the  fore  part  of  tlie 
vessel  eighty-four  berths  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  men. 
There  were  also  mess  tables  for  the  same  number  of  men,  arranged  so 
as  to  screw  up  the  same  as  on  a  war  vessel.  I  have  served  on  board  of 
a  war  vessel,  and  know  something  of  their  construction.  I  saw  two 
gun-breeches  on  board.  There  were  five  bnekets  also.  The  next  morn- 
ing after  we  sailed  I  went  to  the  captain  and  told  him  I  was  not  going 
to  be  shanghied.  He  replied,  that  I  was  not  going  to  be  ahangtiied.  I 
told  him  this  vessel,  the  Ajax,  was  a  southern  privateer,  aud  that  I 
believed  she  had  her  guns  aud  ammunition  on  board.  He  would  hardly 
give  me  any  satis&ction,  but  said  it  was  not  so.  I  told  him  the  captain 
of  the  Fingal  was  on  board  to  take  charge  of  her.  He  made  no  reply 
to  this,  except  that  he  himself  was  captain  now.    The  -canbdn  of  it» 
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Fingal  kept  himaelf  concealed  as  much  as  be  could.  He  is  a  aouthern 
man.  After  we  got  into  Kingston  we  got  on  the  rooka.  I  told  the  cap- 
tain I  would  not  go  in  the  vessel,  on  account  of  her  being  t^  southern  pri- 
rateer.  He  denied  this.  I  told  bim  she  had  guns  and  ammunition  ou 
board.  He  could  not  or  did  not  deny  this.  I  told  him  that  if  he  did 
not  let  me  go  on  shore  and  leave  the  vessel,  that  I  would  make  a  com- 
plaint to  the  American  consul  and  to  a  magistrate,  and  have  the  vessel 
seized  on  the  ground  of  her  being  a  confederate  privateer.  He  then 
agreed  that  I  might  leave  her  and  return  back  to  Glasgow,  which  I  did. 
I  have  not  the  leaat  doubt  about  Jlier — the  Ajax — being  a  war  vessel  for 
(he  confederates  in  America.  All  the  men  ou  board  were  satisfied,  that 
sfaa  was  a  privateer,  and  to  be  used  for  uo  other  purpose.  At  the  time 
I  signed  the  articles  I  received  from  Gaptaiu  Adama  aa  advance  tor  £3 
and  10  shillings,  payable  by  Patrick  Henderson  &  Co.,  of  Glasgow,  ten 
dayd  after  the  snip  sailed.  I  knew  tbe  captain  of  the  Fingal ;  saw  him 
when  Lq  command  of  her  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

JOHN  MELLEY. 
Sworn  and  sabscribed  at  Glasgow,  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  Febm- 
&0-,  1865. 

A.  GALBEACK,  J.  P. 


Seaman^i  advance  note. 

GLASGtow,  9tk  day  of  Janvary,  1865. 
Ten  days  after  the  departnre  of  the  ship  Ajax  from  the  last  port  or 
place  in  tbe  river  or  Firth  of  Clyde,  in  which,  from  any  cause,  she  may 
be,  before  finally  leaving  for  the  voyage,  for  which  this  note  is  issued, 

ey  to  the  order  of  John  Melley  tbe  sum  of  three  pounds  ten  shillings, 
ing  an  adv^ace  of  wages,  provided  the  said  seaman  sails  in  and  con- 
tinues  on  board  of  the  veasel,  and  has  previonaly,  and  during  that 
period,  been  duly  earning  his  wages,  in  terms  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment 

GEOEGE  M.  ADAM. 
Messrs.  P.  Hknbbkson  &  Co., 

We»t  St.,  Vincent  Place. 


D^ositwn  of  George  Smith. 

I,  George  Smitb,  of  Dumbarton,  iron-ehtp  builder,  being  duly  sworn,. 
do  depose  and  say:  I  work  in  the  ship-yard  of  P.  Denny,  of  Dumbarton, 
and  have  worked  there  since  the  month  of  August  laat  past.  I  worked 
on  two  steamers  built  by  Mr.  Denny — cue  called  the  Ajax,  which  sailed 
Ibr  Xassau  some  days  ago,  and  on  the  Hercules,  which  is  still  at  Dum- 
barton, and  now  nearly  ready  for  sea.  Tliey  are  sister  ships,  were 
known  in  the  yard  as  the  twin  screws,  and  built  off  of  the  same  model. 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  their  construction  and  everything  about  them. 
The  frames  are  of  angle-iron — very  strong— stronger  than  I  ever  saw  in 
vessels  of  their  size.  This  frame-work  is  covered  with  iron  plates, 
strongly  and  securely  riveted  to  the  frame-work.  Tbe  inside  has  cement 
two  inches  thick,  and  on  the  inside  of  the  cement  a  wood  lining  four 
inches  in  thickness.  Tbe  cement  does  not  come  up  to  water-mark, 
bot  tbe  wood  lining  comes  up  ^bove  this.  The  beams  that  support  the 
tpptt  deck  are  very  close  and  stiong  for  vessels  of  this  size — strong 
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enough  to  support  guns  of  almost  any  size.  The  hull  is  in  three  Tater- 
tight  compartmcDts.  The  forecastle  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-two  berthB, 
and  a  mesa  table  for  this  number  of  men,  made  so  aa  to  screw  np  tothe 
ceiling.  The  middle  comi)artmeiit  is  fitted  up  with  twenty-six  berths- 
Hone  of  them  large  enough  to  hold  two  persons— with  a  similar  mesa 
table  large  enough  t^  aecominodate  this  number  of  persons,  made  to 
screw  up  to  the  ceiling.  The  after  cabin  is  fitted  up  with  twelve  sepa- 
rate state-rooms.  The  bulwarks  are  low — a  pivot  gnn  could  be  fired 
right  over  them.  The  decks  of  the  vessels  are  flush  fore  and  aft.  There 
is  space  on  each  vessel,  near  mid-shipa,  where  pivot  guns  can-be  placed. 
There  are  also  two  portholes  cut  on  each  side  of  the  vessels,  making 
four  portholes  on  each  vessel,  but  ao  out  and  concealed  that  they  wonld 
not  be  observed  by  a  casual  inspection.  They  have  hinges  and  are 
secured  with  bolts  on  the  inside,  and  can  be  opened  and  nsed  at  any 
time.  These  portholes  are  suitable  for  guns.  I  pai  on  the  hinges  for 
those  on  the  Hercules  this  very  day.  Ton  oannot  see  them — thepwt- 
holes — from  the  outside.  From  the  beat  of  my  judgment  these  port- 
holes are  for  guns.  I  cannot  see  that  they  can  bie  used  for  any  other 
purpose.  Each  steamer  has  one  funnel  and  two  masts.  The  fore  masts 
are  brig-rigged,  the  hindmost  schooner-rigged.  They  are  to  carry 
very  large  sails.  The  screws  are  double,  and  driven  by  two  engines. 
The  boilers  and  engines  are  so  constructed  as  to  be  protected  firom  shot 
or  shell  by  the  coal-bunkers.  There  is  an  apartment  under  the  fore 
peak,  all  iron,  suitable  for  storing  powder,  and  which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  a  magazine,  and  suitable  for  that  purpose.  From  the  material 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  ^ax  and  Hercules,  the  strong  manner 
they  are  built,  and  the  peculiar  construction  and  fittiugs,  I  should  say 
that  they  are  both  adapted  and  have  the  appearance  of  being  for  wm 
purposes — what  are  called  and  generally  known  as  gunboats — and  in 
my  opinion  are  intruded  for  gunboats  and  for  war  pnrpoaea  The  gen- 
eral opinion  of  all  the  people,  workmen  in  the  yard,  is  that  they  are  for 
war  purposes,  and  they  are  called  gunboats  by  them — this  general 
appellation  by  ■which  they  were  known  in  the  yard.  It  is  not  known  fra 
whom  they  are  being  built  by  the  men,  but  they  suppose  and  think  for 
the  confederates  in  America. 

GEOEGE  SMITH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  6th  day  of  February,  1865. 

W.  N.  WATSON, 
One  of  her  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  /or  the  County  of  LaMark. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOEBiGN  Office,  February  9, 1866, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letterof 
this  day's  date,  iuclosiug  copies  of  two  depositions  respecting  the  outfit 
of  the  two  vessels  from  Glasgow,  called  the  A^as.  and  the  Hercules. 
And  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating 
copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Miyesty's  goT- 
ernmeut. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideratioii,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSBLL. 
Charles  Fbancis  Adaob,  Esq.,  <£c.,  &c.y  &e,         , .         , 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adama. 
[Extract.] 

S<t.  1338.J  Dbpabtment  op  State, 

WaahingUm,  Apnl  5, 1865. 
8lB:  I  tranBmit  with  this  oommunication  a  copy  of  the  following 
papers,  namely  a  note  •  •  •  of  the  14th  of  February,  relative  to 
those  [the  movements]  of  the  steamer  Ajaz  •  •  *  addressed  to  the 
fiiitisa  miniBter,  and  one  of  the  Ist  instant  from  J.  Hume  Bomley, 
esq.,  ioclosiDg  in  reply  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  14th  of  last  montb, 
addressed  to  Mm  by  the  Ueateoant-goTemor  of  Bermuda. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  aerraut, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Charles  Fkakcis  Adajis,  Esc|.,  die.,  <&o.,  die. 


Mr.  Seinard  to  Mr.  BumUg. 

Depabthent  of  State, 

WaakingUm,  Febrvarg  14, 1805. 

SiB:  Information,  ^'hich  is  folly  credited,  has  been  received  at  this 
department  that  the  steamer  Ajax,  which  recently  sailed  Jtom  Kings- 
ton, Ireland,  has  gone  out  for  the  puri>08e  of  being  nsed  as  a  war  ves- 
Bel;  that,  altbongh  she  was  not  armed,  she  had  one  hundred  hammocks 
ready  to  be  put  up:  that  her  armament  has  gone  or  will  go  in  some  sail- 
bg  vessel  to  meet  her  at  some  concerted  point,  to  be  there  transferred 
to  her.  In  order  the  more  effectnally  to  screen  her  piratical  designs,  it 
»  miderstood  that  she  will  visit  Nassaa  before  taking  on  boara  her 
armament. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  snggest  to  yon  the 
expediency-  of  your  pntting  her  Majesty's  authorities  at  Halifax,  Ber- 
mada,  and  Nassaa  on  tbeir  guard  to  preveot  the  armament  within  their 
jurisdiction  of  this  vessel  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient aer^'ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  Hume  Bvbvtlet,  Esq.,  t&c.,  &o.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Bumle}/  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extnots.] 

Washdjotok,  April  1, 1865. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  •  •  •  your  note  of  the  I4th  of  Pebmary, 
rdative  to  the  movements  of  the  Ajax,  a  copy  of  which  note  I  communi- 
cated to  the  lientenant  governor  of  Bermuda,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  received  &om  his 
excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
flbedieot,  hnmUe  servant, 

F.  O.  ADAMS. 
For  MB.  BUBNLEY. 
Hon.  WaxiAM  H.  Sbwabd,  (fee,  Ac,  4be.  ,i-db  GoOqIc 
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Mr.  Sateleii  to  Mr.  BwmUy. 


Bebmcda,  March  \i,  1665. 

Sot:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  dispatdies  from 
yoa  dated  the  17th  of  Janaary,  1865,  and  the  ICth  of  February,  186S. 
both  with  inclosures  from  the  State  Department  at  WaBbington,  ana 
both  warning  me  of  suapected  intentions  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
States  to  ose  Britisb  ports  for  belbgerent  purposes. 

In  reply,  I  can  only  state  that  every  vigUauce  will  be  nsed  to  piev^ 
or  punish  a  breach  of  the  law,  should  it  be  attempt^  or  take  place. 
Witbout  convincing  evidence  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  set  the  law  in 
action,  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  mast  be  aware  that 
the  information  fumishe4  me,  through  you,  even  if  it  conld  be  substan- 
tiated here,  is  not  of  such  a  chai-acter  aa  would  justify  legal  interference. 

W.  G.  HAWLEY. 

J.  H.  BuBNiJiT,  4x.,  <£c.,  <£o. 


CASE  OF  THE  VIEGIMA. 
Mr.  Adatiu  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  879.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

iomitm,  February  16,  1865. 
SiB;  I  have  the  honor  to  transtnit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Russell  on  the  subject  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
C^ABLES  Fbancis  Adahb,  Esq.,  die.,  <£c.,  dx. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Earl  Rugtell 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  30,  1865. 

Mt  Loed  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  27tb  instant, 
in  answer  to  mine  of  the  16th.  furnishing  information  of  certain  opera- 
tions of  the  emissaries  of  the  American  insurgents  within  this  kingdom. 

Inow  have  the  honor  to  transmit  acopy  of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse, 
the  consul  at  this  place,  giving  further  information  on  the  same  subject. 
The  object  of  these  papers  is  to  furnish  cumulative  evidence  that  this 
kingdom  is,  in  point  of  fact,  yet  made,  as  it  has  been  heretofore  contin- 
ually made,  the  base  of  operation  hostile  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  on  the  ocean,  by  the  agents  and  emissaries  of  the  insurgents  in 
conjnnction  with  British  subjects. 

However  skillfnlly  this  action  may  be  covered,  the  fact  itself  cuinot 
but  be  regarded  by  the  nation  liable  to  be  seriously  afl'ected  by  the  re- 
sults as  a  practical  violation  of  nentrality,  as  welt  as  a  legitimate  cause 
of  complaint.  ,    C  ■  ( K W Ic 
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It  is  not  in  the  province  of  a  party  iqjnred  by  ^ch  a  steady  and  p«T^ 
sstent  coarse  of  ag^^asion  to  enter  into  any  examination  of  a  anitable 
policy  of  preventionTlf  the  proper  means  are  not  idready  in  existence.  It 
is  Bofficient  for  the  present  purpose  that  it  should  endeavor  to  place 
npon  record  the  evidence  which  goes  to  justify  it«  painful  sense  of  the 
wiDDg  that  is  committed  at  the  hands  of  a  nation  with  which  it  is  at 
peace. 

I  pray  your  londship  to  accept  the  assnrances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hod.  Eabl  Bttssell,  <£«.,  <£&,  c£o. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

United  States  Constjlatb, 

London,  January  27,  1865. 

SlK:  The  privateersmen  who  left  the  Thames  on  the  City  of  Kichmond 
vent  to  Cherbourg,  France,  where  they  remained  on  board  about  one 
week.  1  learn  &om  our  consular  agent  at  Cherbourg  that  they  are  now 
on  board  a  steamer  at  Omanville,  waiting  to  be  transferred  to  the  corsair 
OD  vhich  they  are  to  serve. 

The  City  of  Bichmond  has  left  the  port  of  Gberbonrg,  and,  as  is  sap- 
posed,  proceeded  on  her  voyage  to  Benuada,  for  which  island  she  cleared 
ftom  the  port  of  London. 

If  the  men  were  intended  for  service  of  any  kind  on  the  other  side, 
iroold  they  not  have  continued  their  voyage  on  the  City  of  Biehmond, 
as  she  is  nearly  new,  and  in  the  late  storm  on  the  coast  proved  an  excel- 
leat,  staunch  sea-boat  f  I  think  there  is  no  question  about  the  men 
being  re-engaged  for  the  rebel  service,  and  received  £10  advance  here 
bef(B>e  leaving. 

It  has  been  said  for  the  last  month  or  more  in  the  councils  of  confeder- 
ate agents  in  Europe,  and  even  by  the  head  of  their  navy  department  in 
Europe,  Commodore  Barron  himself,  that  they  expected  to  get  out  two 
privateers,  at  least  by  the  last  of  Januarj',  or  early  in  February.  Possibly 
the  City  of  Biehmond  may  be  one  of  them,  and  may  have  gone  to  the 
place  appointed  to  take  on  her  armament,  crew,  &c. 

There  are  two  ships  or  steamers  now  in  this  port,  of  which  there  are 
better  reasons  for  suspicion  than  there  was  of  the  Sea  King,  now  the 
Shenandoah.  -  One  is  the  Virginia,  a  few  days  a^o  the  Zealous.  She  is 
a  sister  ship  to  tlie  City  of  Eichmoiid.  She  is  nearly  new,  over  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  net,  and  said  to  be  a  remarkably  fine  vessel.  She  went, 
I  learn,  to  Greenhithe  this  morning.  She  has,  so  far  as  known  to  os, 
Dothing  bnt  co^s  in  at  present,  and  had  not  cleared  for  any  port  last 
evening,  tbongh  her  crew  signed  articles  for  Bermuda,  and  there  their 
anangement  ends.  She  will  probably  leave  the  river  to-morrow,  per- 
haps earlier.  The  other  is  a  double-screw  steamer,  jnst  completed  for 
Mr.  DndgeoD,the  builderof  the  privateers  Tallahassee  and  Chickamanga. 
She  is  now  called  No.  40,  and  is  entered  out  for  Bermuda.  I  have  seen 
this  steamer,  and  think  she  must  be  not  far  from  eighthondred  tons,  and 
aot  at  all  suitable  for  blockade-running ;  she  is  too  large  and  draws  too 
much  water. 

lake  tlie  Sea  King,  any  steamer  now  destined  for  priTateering  flta 
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avay  as  a  commercial  veasel,  and  there  ia  notliing  about  her  movement 
before  ahe  leaves  port,  or  until  within  a  few  honrs  of  her  leaving,  whea 
she  may  auddenly  change  owners,  and  her  maeter  be  given  snthority 
to  sell  at  a  given  sum  <tut  of  British  waters,  to  create  uiy  mistnut  Ol 
the  purpose  of  those  who  control  her  here. 

Under  such  a  mode  of  operations  it  is  nesct  to  impossible  foroB  to  get 
testimony  in  season,  and  sufficiently  strong,  tfl  ask  for  their  detention. 
The  only  coarse  lett  me,  therefore,  is  to  call  yonr  attention  to  all  cases 
offering  any  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion,  and  leave  them  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  you  may  deem  most  expedient. 

Ho.  40  ia  now  in  Vletoria  dock. 


Hon.  ChableS  F.  Adaus,  Uni^d  State*  Minister. 

P.  8. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  learned  that  the  donble-Bcreir 
No.  40  has  Louisa  Anna  Fanny  on  her  stem,  without  stops  between  tlie 
names.  She  is  nine  hundred  tons,  and  the  men  on  board  who  went  on 
the  trial  trip  say  she  weuteighteen  milesper  hour.  This  is  probably  an 
exaggeration,  but  no  doubt  wie  is  very  fast. 


Earl  Rvsaell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoHEiGK  Office,  F^n-vary  1, 1865. 

SiE:  I  have  thehonor  to  acknowledge  the  receiptor  your  letter  of  the 
30tb  ultimo,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  t«  you  by  Mr.  Morse 
respecting  the  vessels  the  Virginia  and  the  Louisa  Ann  Fanny,  which 
are  suspected  to  be  intended  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  referred  these  papers  to  the 
proper  department  of  her  M^esty's  government,  in  order  that  due  inqniij 
may  be  made  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Fsahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  i£c.,  dx.,  dx. 


EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  STONEWALL. 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.-  Seward. 

ISo.  873.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  February  9, 1866. 

Sib  :  I  presume  that  yon  trill  have  received  information  of  the  escape 
of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Otinde  from  Nantes,  and  the  transfer  of  rebel 
seamen  and  armameotfrom  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond,  sent  &om  this 
port,  at  the  island  of  Houat,  on  the  French  coast,  from  other  sourcM, 
much  more  folly  and  circumstantially  than  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 
In  treating  of  the  matter  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  the  share 
that  I  have  had  in  the  subsequent  proceedings. 

The  first  intelligence  I  had  came  on  Saturday,  the  28tli  Jaaouy,  in  * 
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td^^ram  thtoagli  IdTerpooI  from  the  oonsnl  at  Nantea,  stating  the  facte 
ID  not  a  veiy  clear  way.  So  lar  aa  £  oonld  th^i  ouderBtand  it,  the  whole 
iSaii  had  been  carried  on  under  French  connivance,  and  with  French 
mstrnmentB,  so  that  I  took  it  for  granted  that  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris, 
would  be  the  proper  person  to  take  care  of  it.  At  the  same  time  I  knew 
tbtkt  Mr.  Dndtey,  at  Liverpool,  who  had  first  received  the  infonna- 
tkni,  wonid  let  the  gov^nment  know  of  it  by  the  steamer  that  sailed  that 
day. 

On  Snnday  morning  last  I  received  from  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  a  tele- 
gram amiouncing  that  an  iron-clad  steamer,  moanting  three  guns,  with 
wventy-fonr men,  had  pntintoCorunnatorepairdamages.  Itwascalled 
theSlonewalL  Not  having  a  doubt  of  the  identity  of  this  vessel,  I  immedi- 
atel;  Bent  a  telegram  to  the  consul  at  Flushing,  directing  him  to  notiijr 
Uomraodore  Craven  at  once  of  the  facts.  He  replied,  the  same  day,  that 
Uie  commodore  was  already  gone  to  Dover,  to  which  place  he  would  for- 
ward my  message.  I  have  not  since  heard  anything  either  of  the  mes- 
ttge  or  the  commodore. 

it  turns  out,  from  later  information,  that  the  steamer  first  called  by  a 
French  name,  I'Expeditif,  which  met  this  vessel  to  supply  the  men  and 
armament,  was  in  fact  the  British  steamer  City  of  Bichmond,  which  I 
knew  to  have  left  IjondoB  aboat  the  13th  of  January,  with  a  number  of 
men  enlisted  for  the  rebels.  I  bad  already  apprised  the  British  govern- 
ment of  the  fact  of  her  departure,  though  I  could  not  then  mention  the 
deatination.  And  the  Stonewall  turns  out  to  be  one  of  M.  Annan's  ves- 
sels, built  originally  in  France  for  the  rebels ;  then  negotiated  for  by  the 
Danish  government,  and  sent  to  Copenhagen  for  inspection,  but  rejected 
byitas  not  satisfactory;  nextexamincdand  inspected  by  Mr.  Barreda,  the 
Pemvian  minister  here,  and  found  unseaworthy ;  and,  lastly,  slipped  oat 
<rf  France  by  the  original  party  that  was  responsible  for  it,  and  had  t^il^ 
to  get  rid  of  it.  Under  these  circumstances  it  does  not  surprise  me  that 
after  trial  in  the  bay  of  Biscay  she  should  have  put  into  Ferrol  to  repair 
damages.  My  impression  is  that,  as  usual,  the  rebels  will  meet  with  a 
disappointment  greater  than  their  success.  If  Commodore  Craven  does 
not  dispose  of  her,  she  will  be  lucky  if  she  gets  across  the  Atlantic  in 
any  shape.  With  a  proper  degree  of  ^ngilance  on  the  part  of  our  sea- 
njwi,  her  prospect  of  getting  into  Charleston  will  not  be  very  brilliant, 
much  less  of  doing  our  fleet  the  anticipated  damage.  Forewarned  is 
forearmed  agninst  every  such  effort. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Welliam  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  1280.]  Department  of  State, 

Waehingti>n,  February  28, 1865. 
8iB:  Toor  attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  extract  from  a 
di^iatoh  of  the  11th  instant,  Ko.  437,  &om  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at 
Liverpool,  respecting  the  English  steamer  the  City  of  Richmond,  which 
i-'4  alleged  to  have  carried  oat  and  transferred  to  the  pirate  Stonewall  it« 
anoameat,  snppUes,  and  crew,  and  also  to  the  movements  of  the  steamer' 
Laurel,  alias  the  Confederate  States.  (   ooolr 
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-    Is  is  presamed  that  yoa  haye  already  brocght  tiie  sobjeot  to  the  atten 
tion  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  goTfimmeiit. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  serrant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAitD. 
Charles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  <&c.,  dx. 


Mr.  DudJey  to  Mr.  Seward, 

So.  437.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Idverpool,  February  11, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  sent  yon,  on  Thursday  last,  a  telegram  by  way  of  Queenstovn, 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  steamer  which  left  here  on  Wednesday,  that  the 
report  we  had  about  the  rebels  having  one  of  the  irou-elads  built  at  Bor- 
deaux was  true.  I  understand  she  is  now  iu  one  of  the  Spanish  ports^ 
lias  gone  there  for  repairs.  The  fact  that  they  have  her,  and  that  she 
is  partially  armed  aud  manned,  there  is  no  doubt  about.  She  was  met 
by  the  English  steamer  City  of  Kichmond  off  the  coast  of  France,  and 
her  armameut,  which  was  made  here  in  England,  transferred  to  )ier  with 
supplies  for  a  cruise,  and  an  Enghsh  crew.  My  information  is  that  she 
is  now  called  the  Stouewall.  Fearing  that  she  might  attempt  to  run  into 
some  of  the  northern  seaport  towns  and  lay  them  in  ashes — possibly 
obtain  entrance  by  practicing  some  deception,  as  flyiug  the  English  flag, 
the  same  as  has  been  frequently  done  by  these  piratical  vessels — ^I  have 
addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Draper,  the  collector  at  If ew  York,  and  request- 
ing him  to  inform  the  other  collectors  of  her  being  loose,  and  to  put  them 
on  their  guard. 

The  EugUsh  steamer  Laurel,  the  same  that  took  out  ftom  here  the  arm- 
ament and  meu  for  the  pirate  Sea  King,  returned  to  this  port  on  Thurs- 
day last  She  came  in  ballast  from  Kassau,  in  command  of  Captaiu  Bam- 
sey,  an  EngUshmaa,  the  same  man  who  took  her  out,  and  is  consigned  to 
Fraser,  Trenliolm  &  Co.  They  now  call  her  the  Confederate  States,  of 
Chiirleston,  and  pretend  that  she  has  been  transferred  to  the  so-called 
(confederate  government.    She  flies  the  confederate  flag. 

The  schooner  CatharineAnne  cleared  from  here  on  the  9th  instant  for 
Xassan,  in  command  of  T.  Evans.  She  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-tbi«e 
tons  burden,  and  was  cleared  by  I.  Glynn  &  Sons.  Her  cargo  consists 
of  three  hundred  bags  of  saltpeter,  some  rifles,  and  army  clothing  and 
blankets  intended  for  the  rebels. 

The  English  hark  Walkington,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  tons  bur- 
den, commanded  by  B.  Waugh,  was  entered  to  load  for  Nassau  on  the 
Jlst  of  January,  by  Prichard  &  Co.  She  has  taken  in  already  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  cases  of  long  Enfield  rifles,  containing  twenty  in 
each  case,  making  six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty,  (the  cases  are 
marked  C.  H. — O.  B.,)  and  eight  hundred  bags  of  salti>eter.  She  will 
also  take  in  oue  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  lead  and  a  quantity  of  ma- 
chinery, all  intended  for  the  confederates. 

I  understand  the  English  merchants  here  intend  to  keep  up  their  com- 
munieations  with  the  South,  and  send  them  supplies  by  way  of  Mata- 
moras,  Galveston,  and  Florida,  and  that  they  are  mi^dng  extensive 
iirrangements  to  carry  it  on  by  way  of  these  places,  especially  by  way 
.of  Matamoras. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon-WlLLlAM  H.  Sewabd,  (6c.,  (fee.,  <£c.  r'  r 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[EitraotB.] 

So.  1302.J  ItePABTMEHT  OP  State, 

Washin^m,  March  13, 1865. 
SiB:  I  have  before  me  several  diBpatches  relatiag  to  the  afiair  of  the 
ptrat«  StoDewall,  alias  Oliode,  alias  Stoerkodder. 

For  the  sake  of  convenience,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  the  advantage 
ofhaTing  all  the  representativea  of  the  United  States  concerned  in  the 
qoestion  equally  well  informed  of  the  opinions  of  this  government  there- 
upon, I  cast  my  reply  to  the  several  dispatched  before  mentioned  in  the 
form  of  a  circular,  which  is  addressed  not  only  to  the  represeutatives 
before  named,  but  also  to  yourself,  who  will  find  that  in  this,  as  in  all 
Uke  cases,  yob  have  a  responsibility  to  discharge  in  the  matter. 

The  before-named  vessel  Is  a  steam  ram.  She  is  oue  of  two  ships  of 
that  class  which  were  built  by  Arman,  a  shipwright  at  Bordeaux,  and 
member  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  at  Paris,  under  a  contract  with 
,  and  for  the  use  of  insurgents  in  the  civil  war  now  existing  in  the  United 
States.  She  was  for  that  reason  denounced  by  us  to  the  impeiial  gov- 
ernment of  France,  when,  upon  full  investigation,  it  was  ordered  that 
she  shonld  not  leave  France  in  the  character  or  for  the  puri>oses"for 
vhich  she  was  bnilt,  and  should  leave  that  country  only  in  the  case  of 
her  being  actually  sold  to  a  party  which  shall  be  neutral  in  regatd  to  our 
civil  war.  The  vessel  was  reported  to  the  imperial  government  as  hav- 
ing been  sold  to  the  government  of  Denmark,  which  then  was  and  yet  la 
a  neutral  power,  and  upon  that  report  she  was  seut  under  a  French  flag, 
to  be  delivered  at  Copenfaageu.  The  government  of  France  inform^ 
Ala  government  of  that  proceeding,  and  I  had  the  honor  to  express  the 
satisfoctiou  of  the  United  States  with  that  disposition  of  the  subject. 

The  vessel  received  a  partial  armament  whUe  at  Copenhagen.  After 
renmining  there  several  months,  she  departed  irom  that  port,  as  is  said, 
with  a  Danish  crew,  and  under  a  Danish  flag,  and  after  some  delay,  in 
vhich  she  made  Swedish  and  Dutch  ports,  she  came  up  to  the  islaud  of 
Houat,  within  the  marine  jnriHdiction  of  France,  where  she  received  sea- 
men, coals,  and  supplies  from  a  steamer  which  had  been  sent  out  for 
that  piiriwse  from  some  British  port,  understood  to  be  Liverpool,  and 
thns  furnished  she  gave  up  the  Danish  flag  and  crew,  and  exhibited  her- 
self nnder  an  insurgent  fl^,  as  a  rebel  ship  of  war.  Houat  is  an  obscure 
place,  not  subjected  to  any  actnal  government  surveillance.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  imperial  government  to  the  appearanco  of  the  vessel  there  was 
invoked  by  Mr.  Bigelow,  and  was  promptly  given.  But  in  the  meantime 
the  Stonewall  went  to  sea,  and  very  soon  aftorwards  she  put  in  at  Ferrol, 
in  Spain,  in  real  or  pretended  distress,  and  asked  for  leave  to  repair. 

Hr.  Perry  remonstrated,  and  asked  that  the  vessel  should  be  detained. 

While  the  application  was  pending  a  steamer,  with  an  intended  rein- 
forcement taken  from  the  crew  of  the  pirate  Florida,  recently  captured 
at  Bahia,  proceeded  from  Liverpool  to  Ferrol  or  Corunnal  The  govern- 
ment of  Spain  declined  to  detain  the  vessel,  and  decided  to  allow  her 
repairs,  limited  practically  to  the  extent  of  rendering  her  capableof  living 
,8t  sea.  That  government  is  understood  also  to  have  refused  to  allow  her 
erew  to  be  reinforced,  or  her  munitions  of  war  to  be  increased,  Mr.  Perry 
protested  against  the  decision  of  the  Spaiush  government  against  allow- 
mg  any  repairs  whatever,  and  generally  against  the  attribution  of  a 
lawful  belligerent  character  to  the  Stonewall.    In  the  meantime  the 
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United  States  ateamship  Niagara  arrived  at  Oonuma,  and  the  Sacta- 
mento  is  reported  aa  being  on  her  way  to  tbat  port. 

Tlie  dispatebes  before  me  report  the  commumeations  which  onr  repre- 
sentatives at  Paris,  Madrid,  and  Copenhagen  respectively  have  made, 
and  the  rights  they  have  attempted  to  establish  against  the  several 
governments  for  interposition  and  activity  to  prevent  the  pirate  ship 
ttoia  entering  upon  her  appointed  career.  I  have  delayed  to  answer 
these  dispatches,  in  the  hope  that,  by  reason  of  obstacles  and  perils  suffi- 
ciently maiiifest,  her  unlawful  enterprises  might  possibly  be  abandoned, 
or  at  least  might  be  defeated.  This  government  has  already  canses  of 
complaint  against  the  maritime  States  concerned  in  this  case,  suffi- 
ciently numerous  and  sufficiently  grave.  It  prefers  rather  to  cultivate 
peace,  harmony,  and  friendship  with  these  powers  than  to  seek  new  ooca- 
sion  for  contention,  and  it  will,  therefore,  esteem  it  a  sutyect  of  felicita- 
tion if  the  apprehensions  which  the  present  case  have  excited  shaJl  not 
be  realized;  circumstances  seem  to  favor  the  wishes  of  the  government 
in  this  respect.  Our  latest  telegraphic  advices  assure  us  that  the  Stone- 
wall is  absolutely  unseaworthy;  that  for  that  and  other  reasons  the 
criminals  who  hare  her  in  their  possession  are  seeking  to  rid  themaelves 
of  her. 

I  confine  myself  in  these  circumstances  to  a  few  positions  without 
argument: 

First.  I  approve  of  all  the  representations  and  proceedings  reported 
in  the  several  dispatches  before  me,  and  especially  those  of  Mr.  Feny, 
including  his  protest  of  the  date  of  February  9. 

Secondly.  I  desire  tbat  each  of  the  several  ministers  to  whom  this  dis- 
patch shall  come,  while  making  the  above  approval  known,  shall  at  the 
same  time  assui*  the  government  to  which  he  is  accredited  that  the 
United  States  are  satisfied  that  the  government  with  which  he  is  thus 
in  communication  has  acted  in  regard  to  the  Stonewall  in  good  faith, 
and  in  a  spirit  of  friendship  towards  the  United  States;  and  that  what- 
ever has  occurred  in  connection  with  the  Stonewall  to  compromise  any 
foreign  state  has  been  effected  throngh  overreaching  intrigues  of  bad 
and  desperate  men,  who  have  employed  treachery  and  fraud  to  defeat 
the  vigilance  and  evade  the  laws  of  the  governments  concerned. 

[The  remainder  of  this  dispatch  is  printed  under  "  Belligerent  Recog- 
nition."   Vol.  I,  p.  286.1 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charleb  FBAifcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£<;.,  t&c.,  <£c. 
(Same,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Perry,  and  Wood.) 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  1315.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  March  21,  1865. 
SiB:  Thomas  Eirkpatrick,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Nassau,  on  the  18th 
instant  informed  me  that  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond  bad  arrived  at 
tbat  port  fromEngland^'ia  Bermuda;  that  it  waa  understood  at  Nassau, 
from  a  passenger  from  Bermuda,  that  a  large  amount  of  guns,  aiumum- 
tion,  &c.,  had  been  transferred  from  that  steamer  to  the  iron-clad  vessel 
Olinde,  alios  Stoerkodder,  alias  Stonewall  j  that  it  was  said,  tdso,  that 
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it  was  the  intention  of  the  captain  of  the  Olinde  to  run  in  and  destroy 
PoFtomoath,  New  Hampshire,  and  other  eastern  seaports, 

The  steward  of  the  City  of  Bichmond  stated  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  after 
he  had  writtea  the  portion  of  his  dispatch  containing  the  foregoing  rep- 
reeeQtationa,  that  t^e  steamer  City  of  Richmond  transferred  about  sev- 
enty men  and  a  quantity  of  powder  and  some  tanks  on  board  of  the 
Otinde,  off  the  coast  of  France;  thnt'tbese  men  came  on  board  of  the 
City  of  Bichmond,  in  the  Thames,  after  she  left  London ;  that  sevra^ 
soiled  confederate  officers  were  on  the  ship,  part  of  whom  had  charge 
(^  these  men;  that  they  pnt  no  guns  on  board;  that  she  {the  Olinde) 
had  them  already  there;  aad  that  she  was  said  to  have  come  from 
Fiwoe. 

You  will  have  already  brought  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
rnent  to  the  part  taken  by  the  City  of  Richmond  in  furnishing  the  iron- 
dad  vessel  referred  to  with  men  and  munitions,  (if  not  with  arms,)  and 
ytn  will  make  snch  use  of  the  Information  now  imparted  as  may,  in 
yonr  jndginent,  be  most  judicions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

,  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <C-c.,  <&e.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Ho.  1317.]  Dbpaetmbnt  of  State, 

WasMngtm,  March  22, 1865. 

SlE:  Referring  to  my  No.  1280,  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  Ko.  1315,  of 
the  2l8t  instant,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of  a  dispatoh  of  the  1st  instant, 
No.  159,  from  0.  M.  Apen,  esq.,  our  consul  at  Bermuda,  which  relates  to 
some  of  the  crew  of  the  late  piratical  vessel  Florida,  and  other  men  now 
at  Bermuda,  under  charge  of  a  rebel  agent,  waiting  to  ship  on  rebel 
vessels,  and  to  the  transfer  from  the  steamer  City  of  Kiclimond  of  men, 
arms,  and  ammunition  to  the  Stonewall,  alias  Oliude,  alias  Stoerkodder. 

You  are  expected  to  make  such  use  of  the  information  thus  imparted,  in 
your  representations  to  her  Majesty's  government,  as  your  judgment  shall 
approve. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLL4M  H.  SEWARD. 

Ceables  Francis  Adaus,  Esq.,  &o.,  d;c.,  t&c. 


Mr.  AU^t  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  159.1  CONSTILATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AT  BERMUDA, 

March  1, 1865. 

Sib  :  Tour  dispateh  !No.  83,  with  inclosure,  is  at  hand. 

Sixteen  of  the  crew  formerly  belonging  to  the  Florida,  with  many 
other  seamen,  are  here,  under  the  charge  of  the  rebel  agent.  Either 
the  Shenandoah,  or  a  rebel  iron-clad  called  the  Stonewall,  is  hourly 
enect«d  here. 

The  rtieamer  City  of  Biohmoud,  nnder  the  British  flag,  arrived  here  a 
few  days  since;  one  of  her  seaineu  informs  me  they  took  from  Oher- 
booi^  sixty  men,  which  they  put  on  board  the  Stonewall,  near  Belle 
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Isle,  Frasce ;  tbey  also  traDsferred  s  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammti- 
nltion  to  the  Stonewall,  then  under  command  of  a  Captain  Paige,  for- 
merly of  the  United  States  navy. 

The  authorities  here  are  using  their  ntmost  vigilance  to  prevent  the 
men  of  the  late  Florida  going  on  board  any  rebel  armed  vesseL  It 
having  been  supposed  that  the  City  of  fiiehmond  wonld  take  them  from 
here,  the  lieutenant  governor  ordered  an  officer  of  tlie  cnstoms  to  T^nain 
on  board  to  prevent  these  men  leaving  in  her. 

The  United  States  steamer  Connecticut  came  to  anchor  off  these 
islands  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  and  left  the  next  day. 
I  am,  sir,  yotir  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEIT,  Consid. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

y  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seieard, 

So.  909.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  29,  1865. 
Sir:  a  telegram  in  the  following  words  has  just  been  received  by  me 
fitim  Mr.  Harvey  at  Lisbon.    I  transmit  it  as  requested : 

"Please  inform  department  immediately  that  cruiser  Stonewall  arrived 
here  Sunday  evening,  and  left  this  morning,  ordered  out  by  government 
on  my  application.  Niagara  and  Sacramento  arrived  [last]  evening,  and 
remain  temporarily. 

"  HABYET. 
"  Lisbon,  March  28, 1865." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adavia  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  912,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  30, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  read  with  great  interest  the  couteuts  of  your  dispatch 
1302,  of  the  11th  of  March,  addressed  to  me  in  common  with  several 
other  representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Europe.  £  shall  take  caie 
to  conform  my  action  to  the  wishes  of  the  government  so  fer  as  any  may 
be  called  for  in  connection  with  the  equipment  and  manning  ol  the 
Stonewall. 

It  appears  fix)m  the  newspapers  of  this  morning  that  this  vessel, 
which  had  pat  into  Lisbon,  was  obliged  to  quit  there  immediately;  and, 
further,  that  a  grave  difficulty  has  grown  out  of  an  alleged  attempt  by 
the  Niagara  and  Sacramento,  which  had  pursued  her  there,  to  leave  that 
port  contrary  to  the  will  of  the  authorities.  The  circumstances  are  not 
stated  upon  any  authority  that  can  be  relied  on.  I  presume  that  joa 
will  receive  them  in  due  course  from  tliQ  minister  in  Portugal,  Mr. 
Harvey. 

I  continue  of  the  opinion  that  the  Stonewall  will  prove  not  tfflje  sea- 
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Torthy.  She  may  be  indebted  for  ber  aafety  to  luck  in  the  absence  of 
Crjing  weather.  Hence  it  will  be  as  well  to  be  fully  prepared  against 
an;  Burpriee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLB8  TBANCIS  ADAMS. 
H0U.W1LLLU1  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  927.]  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  13, 1866. 

81H :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  note  addressed  to 
me  by  Lord  Enssell  on  the  7th  inBtant,  reference  to  which  waa  made  by 
me  in  my  dispatch  No.  917,  of  last  week,  as  not  then  ready  to  be  sent. 

Lord  Bossell  has  acknowledged  the  reception  of  this  note,  but  has 
ddayed  a  reply,  for  the  reason  assigned  in  my  liTo.  922,*  which  goes  to 


I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnjJAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusseU.  ^ 

[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

ZoitdOTi,  April  7, 1865. 
MtLoed:         •  •  •  •  •  .  • 

It  is  impossible  to  be  insensible  to  the  injury  that  may  yet  be  impend- 
ing from  the  part  which  the  British  steamer  City  of  Kichmond  bas  bad, 
in  being  scffered  to  transport  with  impunity,  from  tlie  port  of  London, 
men  and  supplies,  to  place  them  on  board  the  French-built  steam-ram 
Olindc,  alias  Stoerkodder,  aliag  Stonewall,  which  has,  through  a  contin- 
nonsly  fraudulent  process,  succeeded  in  delnding  several  governments  of 
Europe,  and  in  escaping  from  this  hemisphere  ou  its  errand  of  mischief 
in  the  other. 

•  ••••«•  « 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hod.  Eabl  Russell,  &e,,  t&c,  &g. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  932.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Apnl  20,  1866. 
81S :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  yester- 
day from  Mr.  Dabney,  the  •onsol  at  Teneiiffe,  announcing  the  arrival  at 

*  Dispatob  Ho.  9S3,  iiom  Hi.  Adams,  will  be  fbund  ou  page  641,  vol.  I1  >(>o  \c 
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that  place,  on  the  3lBt  alti0o,  of  the  Stoaevall,  in  time  days  tnaa  Lia- 
boo,  and  her  departure  on  the  let  instant. 

It  does  not  appear  what  has  become  of  the  Niagara  and  of  the  Sacn- 
meoto. 

I  have  the  hcnor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedieot  aervant, 

CHAmJBS  FJIASOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Sahney  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

TJhitbd  States  CoNsnLATE, 

Tmerife,  April  2, 1865. 

StB :  Being  anable  to  commiinieat«  ^tii  Mr.  Perry,  at  Madrid,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  bringing  to  yonr  knowledge  that  the  confederate  ram 
Stonewall,  Commander  Page,  arrived  at  this  port  on' the  31st  of  March, 
at  6  p.  m.,  in  three  days  from  Lisbon. 

She  was  allowed  to  remain  here  only  twenty-fonr  hours,  daring  which 
time  she  took  in  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons  of  coal,  ami  sailed  again 
on  the  1st,  at  6  p.  m.  Where  she  has  gone  it  is  impossible  to  say;  but 
the  gi>neral  opinion,  gathered  from  her  officers,  is  that  Bermuda  will  be 
her  next  port,  whence  she  intends  a  sudden  descent  somewhere  on  our 
coast. 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  what  must  be  well  known.  I  would  say  that 
she  is  a  most  formidable  vessel,  plated  with  6-iQch  iron,  and  with  an 
enormous  ram  extending  firom  her  bow  twenty-one  feet.  She  has  a  case- 
niat«d  forecastle,  containing  a  300-pounder  Armstrong  gun,  and  abaft 
■bermaiumastsbehasaflxedtnrretcontainingtwo70-potinder  Armstrong 
guns,  and  which  is  shot-proof. 

She  is  five  hundred  tons,  three  hundred  horse-power,  and  has  a  crew, 
all  told,  of  eighty-five  men.  She  is  brig-rigged,  with  one  faunel,  and  haa 
no  bowsprit.  She  must  depend  much  upon  her  sails,  as  her  spars  are 
very  heavy,  and  she  can  only  store  one  hundred  andfifty  tons  of  coals, 
and  uses  thirty  tons  a  day  when  steaming  alone. 

She  steams  rapidly  bat  rolls  very  much,  which  must  interfere  very 
much  with  the  mangemeut  of  her  guns  in  a  seaway. 

I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DABlilEI. 

Hon.  Chables  Fbancis  Adams, 

United  Btatee  Minister  at  London. 


Mr.  SwiKter  to  Mr.  Adama. 

No.  1398.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  May  S,  1365. 
SiE :  Referring  to  instructions  No.  1315,  March  21,  and  1317,  March 
22,  last,  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond 
in  transferring  arms  and  men  to  the  iron-clad  Olinde,  or  Stonewall,  I 
beg  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  oi  the  1st  iustaut 
from  the  War  Department,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  from  U^or 
Jiudlow  to  General  Dix,  giving  the  information  derived  from  Ernest  ^■ 
Pratt,  the  mate,  and  Robert  Green,  the  steward  of  the  Oity  of  Rich- 
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nHnd,  in  relation  to  the  transEietioQ  icferred  to.  Ton  will,  perhaps,  find 
this  ioformation  nsefiil  in  diacoesing  the  matter,  though  it  is  regretted 
Oat  it  is  not  in  the  form  of  a  deposition  of  the  men. 

I  tun,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant,  

W.  HtTNTEB, 

Acting  Secretary. 
OOASLBS  Fbancis  Adamb,  Esq.,  <£c.,  tfec,  <£c. 


Mr,  Dana  to  Mr.  Seirard. 

Wak  Dbpaetment, 
Washington  Oity,  May  1, 1866. 
SiE:  Beferrisg  to  yonr  letter  of  the  6th  nltirao,  asking  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  he  furnished  with  an  anthenticated  copy  of  such  state- 
ments aa  may  be  elicited  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Green,  two 
of  tkecreiv  of  the  City  of  Bichmond,regarding  the  transaction  in  which 
the  Sea  King  was  engaged,  conveying  men  and  munitions  to  the  Olinde, 
I  am  instructed  to  transmit  the  inclosed  report  from  Major  General 
Dii,  vhich  he  states  furnishes  all  the  information  obtainable  in  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  DANA, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Wtt.t.tam  H.  SbwAED, 

Secretary  of  State. 


GsNEBAL :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  investigated 
the  case  of  Ernest  W.  Pratt  and  Eobert  Green,  passengers  on  the  Cor- 
sica, from  Nassau,  who  arrived  last  evening  at  11  o'clock,  and  were 
arrested  by  officer  James  8.  Ghalker,  of  the  revenue  service,  not  having 
tbe  necessary  passports,  and  were  brought  to  these  headquarters  this 
tQoming  for  examination. 

Fratt  was  secreted  in  the  captain^s  room  and  Green  in  the  purser's 
room  during  the  time  all  the  other  passengers  were  being  examined  by 
the  officer.  Pratt  was  the  mate  and  Green  was  the  steward  of  the  steamer 
City  of  Bichmond.  This  steamer,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons,  was 
owned  by  Craushaw,  the  rebel  agent  in  London ;  was  fitted  out  there, 
loaded  with  coals  and  provisions  at  that  port,  and  cleared,  with  W. 
Scott  as  master,  about  the  3d  January  last,  for  Bermnda  or  any  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  with  the  understanding  on  the  part  of  Pratt  and  ■ 
Green  that  she  was  to  run-  the  blockade.  After  leaving  London  she 
dropped  down  the  Thames  Elver  about  eighty  miles  to  a  plaoe  called 
Grmihitbe,  and  there  took  on  board  some  boxes  of  small-arms,  between 
Bixty  and  seventy  officers  and  men,  and  about  three  hundred  barrels  of 
gunpowder.  The  regular  crew  of  the  City  of  Bichmond  was  composed 
of  a^at  forty-five  officers  and  men,  taken  on  at  London.  After  ship- 
ping the  ammunition  and  mem  she  steamed  forthe  coast  of  France,  and  in 
al>out  seven  days  arrived  off  Belle  Isle,  when  she  met  the  rebel  ram 
Olhide,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  four  miles  frt>m  shore.    She  trans- 
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f^red  to  this  ram  all  the  officers  and  meo  token  on  at  G-ieenhitiie,  a 
large  quantity  of  provisions,  and  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  and  ail  the  small-atius.  She  then  steamed  for  Bermuda, 
fwchored  in  the  harbor  of  St.  George,  where  she  landed  some  of  her 
provisions  and  balance  of  gunpowder,  took  in  coal,  made  some  repairs, 
and  remained  in  port  abont  a  week.  She  then  went  to  N^assau,  New 
Frovldence^  where  she  arrived  abont  the  4th  or  6th  March  instant. 
After  remaming  on  board  in  this  port  about  four  days,  all  the  officers 
and  men  were  ordered  on  shore  by  Capt^n  Scott,  and  some  functionaiy 
was  sent  from  the  town  to  enforce  the  order.  There  had  been  difficulty 
between  the  officers  and  crew  and  Gaptain  Scott,  growing  out  of  the 
manner  in  which  Captain  Scott  had  discharged  the  former  from  the 
ship.  After  they  had  left  the  ship  Captain  Scott  gave  her  into  the  hands 
of  one  Captain  DavidBon,  not  a  British  subject,  who  had  come  out  Id 
her  from  Ixmdon,  and  was  the  agent  of  the  owner,  Cranshaw.  The  City 
of  Blchmond  was  at  iKassau  when  the  Corsica  left. 

The  above  facts  I  derived  from  an  examination  of  Pratt  and  QreeD. 
The  former  made  his  statements  very  unwillingly,  and  only  in  reply  to 
pressing  and  searching  questions.  He  knows  much  more  than  he  admits, 
and  refused  to  answer  many  questions  I  put  to  him.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  whole  objects  of  the  fitting  out  the 
cargo,  the  passengers,  and  the  destination  of  the  City  of  Bichmond. 
I  inclose  herewith  the  certificate  of  discharge  of  Pratt  and  Green, 
and  the  communications  to  you  of  Mr.  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  United 
States  consul  at  Kassau,  N.  P.  The  Mr,  Howell  therein  referred  to  gives 
upon  his  examination  no  additional  facts  to  those  above  stated. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Acting  Aide-de- Gamp  and  Actiiu)  Inspeeior  Oenerdt, 

S^artment  of  tte  East, 

Major  General  Johk  A.  Djx, 

Commanding  department  of  iJts  Eait. 


Hbai>quabtebs  Depabtment  op  the  East, 

2fev>  York,  April  21,  1865. 
I  certi^  on  honor  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  report  were 
derived  from  the  examination  of  Pratt  and  Green,  except  the  fact  re- 
ported of  their  concealment  on  board  the  Corsica,  which  was  reported 
to  me  by  revenue  officer  James  8.  Chalker.  ^^ 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
Acting  Atde-de-Gamp  and  Acting  Inspector  General, 

Itepartment  of  the  East. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Siinter. 

No.  952.]  Legatiok  op  the  United  States, 

Jjondm,  May  11,  1866. 
SiE :  I  have  received  from  Lord  Busaell  a  note  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
7th  of  April  last,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  department 
with  my  So.  927,  of  the  13th  of  April.  Inasmuch  as  his  lordship  gives 
an  official  response  to  the  two  points  of  inquiry  which  I  was  instmcted 
to  propose,  I  send  forward  a  copy  of  his  note  at  once  for  the  considera- 
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tion  of  the  President.  Hotv  that  there  seems  to  be  very  little  left  of  the 
elements  even  of  a.  de  facto  frovemment  in  the  msorgeat  StAtes,  the 
oDMtion  raised  is  likely  soon  to  expire  by  its  own  limitatioD.  I  perceive 
Uut  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  question  is  sboat  to  be  addressed  to 
[he  government  this  evening  relative  to  this  sabjeet.  Bhonld  any  reply 
itf  interest  be  elicited,  I  shall  take  care  to  fnrniBh  yoa  a  report  of  it. 

In  the  not«  of  Lord  BosseU  be  has  thonght  it  proper  to  expand  the 
Md  of  discassion  by  references  to  former  events  in  a  manner  which 
appears  to  leave  me  no  alternative  to  a  reply.  I  am,  ttaerefOTe,  now 
engaged  in  drawing  np  snch  a  paper.  This  will  leave  entirely  aside  the 
tiro  questions,  the  action  npon  which  is  of  course  reserved  for  the  excln- 
sire  judgment  of  the  government,  and  will  relate  only  to  the  historioal 
matter  which  has  been  bronght  into  play.  It  will  be  impossible  to  get 
it  prepared  to  send  this  week. 

I  am  in  hopes  I  shall  be  able  to  get  a  copy  to  yon  by  the  steamer  of 
dienaxt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William:  Huwtbe, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Riiasetl  to  ifr.  Adams, 


Pbeeion  Office,  May  4, 1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  notd  of  the  7th  of  April. 

A  British  steamer,  the  City  of  Richmond,  is  next  alluded  to  as  having 
been  allowed  to  take  supplies  &om  the  port  of  Loudon  and  to  place  them 
on  board  a  French-built  steam  ram,  known  as  the  Stonewall ;  and  yon 
foond,  upon  the  circumstances  to  which  you  have  thus  alluded.,  a  charge 
against  Great  Britain  of  not  only  not  checking  improper  depredations 
on  United  States  commerce,  but  of  aiming  at  the  destrtiction  of  the 
whole  mercantile  navigation  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
and  while  giving  credit  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  endeavoring  to 
check  illicit  proceedings  of  British  subjects,  yon  allege  that  the  measures 
adopted  in  this  respect  by  her  Majesty's  government  have  never  proved 
eOective,  and  that  the  evil  of  which  yon  complain  has  its  origin  in  the 
fact  that  her  Majesty's  government  recognized  the  persons  in  arms 
against  the  United  States  as  belligerents,  and  thereby  improperly  gave 
them  a  status  which  has  led  to  a  long  continuance  of  hostilities ;  but  as 
the  ports  held  by  them  have  &llen  into  the  power  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  looked  with  confidence  to  a  removal,  by  her  M^ie8tj''8  gov- 
emment,  of  this  groond  of  complaint.  You  conclude  by  expressing  a 
hope  Uiat  the  ships  of  war  of  the  United  States  will  be  welcomed  in 
British  waters  in  the  same  fHendly  maimer  as  has  been  heretofore 
customary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consider»tion,'_sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hnmble  servant, 

BUS9ELL. 
CHiELEB  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£o.,  <fcc,  tCc.  Cooolc 
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Mr.  Hunter  to  Sir  F.  Bruce. 

Depabtmekt  of  State, 

WmUngton,  May  13, 1865. 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fttct  that,  pareniuit  to 
unofficial  intelligence  whicli  has  reached  here,  the  iiiBargent  ram  Stone- 
wall was  recently  anchored  near  the  port  of  UTaesaa,  after  having  c^ 
tared  at  least  one  vessel  of  the  United  States  on  her  way  fixim  £im)pe. 
According  to  another  repoit,  an  United  States  schooner  which  had  been 
G^tured  by  insurgents  in  Chesapeake  Bay  had  reached  another  BritiBb 
island,  ond^  though  her  restitution  was  asked  fw  hy  the  United  States 
consul  there,  the  request  was  refused  by  the  authorities. 

Assuming  this  information  to  be  correct,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  of  the  opinioil  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  this  govern- 
ment must  expect  those  foreign  powers  which  have  hitherto  recognized 
the  piratical  cruisers  of  the  insurgents  as  entitled  to  belligerent  rights 
in  their  porta  and  on  the  high  seas  to  withdraw  that  recognition,  and  no 
longer  to  extend  countenance  and  protection  to  those  plunderers  and 
burners  of  vessels  of  the  United  States.  He  hopes,  aJso,  that  you  may 
be  authorized,  and  may  deem  yourself  warranted  by  your  knowledge  of 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  this  country,  to  instruct  or  request 
those  officers  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  possessions  adjacent  to  the  United 
States  to  refiise  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  Uie  insurgents. 

I  am  instructed  to  add,  however,  that  while  disclaiming  aU  intentioQ 
of  offering  any  threat,  if  it  shonld  not  be  competent  for  yon  to  adopt  the 
measures  referred  to,  and  those  authorities  ^ould  continue  to  welcome 
and  grant  hospitality  to  the  vessels  of  the  insurgents,  or  shotdd  not  at 
once  be  checked  in  Uiat  course  by  the  authorities  at  home,  this  govem- 
ment  will  deem  itself  warranted  and  compelled,  with  all  reasonable  oonr- 
•tesies,  to  adopt  any  course  by  wliich  those  vessels  may  be  prevented 
from  continuing  their  piratical  ravages  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient 
SOTvant, 

W.  HUNTBB,  Acting  Seoretary. 

Hon.  Sir  Fbedbbick  W.  A.  Bbuoe,  &c.,  £c.,  i£o. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Eunter. 

WAaHiHGTOiT,  Ma]/  20, 1865. 

Seb  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch, 
containing  information  from  unofficial  sources  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
ram  Stonewall,  and  on  the  course  said  to  have  been  adopted  with  respect 
to  a  schooner  captured  by  the  insurgents  and  carried  to  one  of  the  Brit- 
ish islands,  of  which  the  name  is  not  given.  The  dlRpateh  further  rex>eati> 
the  substance  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  on  the*Othof 
May,  and  expresses  a  hope  that  I  may  feel  myself  authorized  to  inatrart 
or  reqnest  the  oEBcera  of  her  Majesty's  colonies  ai^acent  to  the  United 
States  to  refuse  to  receive  vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  insurgents. 

I  submitted  the  above  dispatch,  as  previously  the  President's  procla- 
mation, by  the  first  opportunity,  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's 
government. 

With  reference  to  the  power  lodged  in  the  governors  of  her  Mtyesty"B 
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orfonieB  to  dose  a  port  against  a  vessel  bearing  a  partioalai'  flag,  I  vriah 
to  observe  that  though  a  certain  discretion  may  be  vested  in  a  governor 
in  deling  with  a  purely  colonial  qnestion,  the  ease  asatunes  a  very  dif- 
ferent aspect  where  the  qnestion  is  one  of  international  rights,  the  solo- 
tiim  of  which  rests  within  the  power  of  the  imperial  government  alone, 
ind  in  which  he  acts  under  positive  instmctions. 

Id  the  position  I  occupy  1  can  only  snbmit  to  him  the  views  of  the  gov- 
onmeot  of  the  United  States,  with  such  information  as  may  enable  the 
^remor  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the  condition  of  fi^airs  in  this 
coBotry. 

This  1  have  done  to  the  governor  of  the  Bahamas,  and  wltboat  pre- 
mmmg  to  express  what  coarse,  under  his  instructions,  the  governor  may 
consider  himself  at  liberty  to  pursue,  I  feel  convinced  that  within  the 
limits  of  his  power  Governor  Itawson  will  act  in  the  spirit  which  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  duties  of  good  neighborhood,  and  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
afford  no  jnst  cause  of  complaint  to  the  government  of  a  friendly  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FREDERICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  HUMTEE,  (fee,  (fee.,  »t-e. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Aiama. 

No.  1456.]    •  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  June  21, 1865. 

StB:  Referring  to  my  dispatch  to  you  of  the  8th  ultimo,  TSo.  1398, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  commimication  of  the  lat  of  May,  from  the  War 
Department,  relating  to  the  information  derived  from  Ernest  W.  Pratt 
and  Robert  Green,  concerning  the  proceedings  of  the  steamer  City  of 
Kchmond  in  transferring  arms  and  men  to  the  iron-clad  Olinde,  I  now 
inclose  for  your  farther  information,  and  such  use  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
per, an  authenticated  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  Ist  instant  from 
Sir  Frederick  Bruce,  which  contains  the  deposition  of  six  of  the  crew  of 
the  steamer  referred  to  in  support  of  a  statement  made  by  Pratt  and 
Green.  This  paper,  as  it  stands,  may  be  found  useful,  but  it  is  snggested 
toyoo  to  obtain,  if  practicable,  further  afSdavits  from  the  same  parties 
as  to  the  part  the  City  of  Richmond  took  in  supplying  the  Olinde  with 
equipment  and  crew. 

Your  obedient  servant,  

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 

OHABI.BS  Fbancjs  Adams,  Esq.,  t&e.,  lOc,  t&o. 


Sir  F.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

•  Washington,  June  1, 1866. 

8lB :  i  have  th^  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  informing  me  that  tbe  cases  of  E.  W.  Pratt  and  Itobcrt 
Green,  late  of  the  City  of  Richmond,  will  receive  the  early  attention 
of  the  State  Deputment. 

Her  M^iesty'8  consul  at  New  Tork  ha«  forwarded  to  me  the  inclosed 
duly  authenticated  affidavits  of  the  chief  engineer,  boatswain,  and  four 
oUieis  of  the  erew  of  the  above  vessel,  in  support  of  Mr.  Pratt's  ass^i ,, 
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IJon  .that  be  olyeoted  to  the  alteratioD  of  the  ship's  conrse  after  pawdng 
Usbant. 

I  beg  that  doe  consideration  will  be  given  to  the  statements  in  these 
affidavits,  and  I  shall  be  much  obligeil  to  you  if  yon  will  return  them  to 
me  when  they  are  no  longer  required,  as  well  as  the  shipping;  arti<^ 
inclosed  in  my  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  and  the  discharges  of  Pratt  and 
Green,  which,  as  I  am  informed,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  TJnited 
States  government,  and  which  the  piisoners  are  desiroos  of  having 
restored  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  mwt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

FKEDEBICK  W.  A.  BRUCE. 

Hon.  W.  HUNTBB,  &C.,  &c.,  &c. 


[In  closure.] 

To  all  to  icliom  these  presents  shall  come  : 

I,  William  Webb  Venn;  of  the  city  of  London,  notary  public  by  rojal 
authority,  didy  admitted  and  sworn,  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  and 
attest  that  on  the  date  of  the  date  hereof,  within  my  public  office,  Wil- 
liam W.  Venn,  notary  public,  personally  came  and  appeared  Williani 
Stone,  Jeremiah  Coghlam,  Charles  Bishop,  James  Foster,  William  Grej, 
and  David  Williams,  the  six  deponents  named  and  describt^d  in  the  affi- 
davit hereunto  annexed,  under  my  official  seal,  who  did  then  and  there, 
upon  my  admiuiatering  to  them  respectively  oath  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  God,  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  to  be  true  the  sev- 
eral matters  and  things  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said  annexed 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  notorial  Arm  and  said 
roipi.  1  official  seal,  to  serve  and  avail  where  needfuL  London,  the 
Lsi!iAi,.j  lotbofMay.    In  Mem. 

WHJilAM  W.  VENH, 
Notary  PutfUc. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  op  America  at  London. 
I,  Joshua  Nann,  deputy  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for 
London  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  make  known  and  ew- 
tify  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  William  Webb  Venn,  who  hath 
signed  the  annexed  certificate,  is  a  notary  public,  duly  admitted  aud 
sworn,  and  practicing  in  the  city  of  London  aforesaid,  and  tiiat  to  all 
acts  by  him  so  done  Ml  faith  and  credit  are  and  ought  to  be  given  in 
judicature  and  thereont. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  lay  band,  afEtxed  thesealof 
the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  Londoa  aforesaid,  this 
[seal.]   Xlth  day  of  May,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  1865,  and  in  the  89tli 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  said  United  States.        ■ 

JOSHUA  NUIW. 

We,  the  undersigned,  William  Stone^  late  chief  engineer  of  the  steam- 
ship City  of  Bichmond,  and  now  residing  at  6  Arthurs  street,  Bardett 
road,  Limehouse,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  England ;  Jer^uinli 
Coghlam,  late  boatswain  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Bichmond,  and 
now  residing  at  No.  3  Craven  Cottage,  Woodham  street,  Barking  road. 
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in  the  said  county  of  Middlesex ;  Charles  Bishop,  late  qnartennaster  of 
the  said  steamship  City  of  BichmoDd,  and  now  residing  at  Ko.  3  Craven 
Cottages  aforesaid ;  William  Grey,  late  qnarteimaater  of  the  said  steam- 
ship City  of  iticlimond,  and  now  residing  at  Ko.  41  Evan  street  aforesaid, 
jomtly  and  severally  make  oath  and  say,  that  we  severally  signed  articles 
la  join  the  said  steamship  City  of  Bichmond  to  take  said  sliip  to  Ber- 
moija,  or  to  one  of  the  other  West  India  Islands;  and  we  hereby  severaJly 
fbrtlier  say  and  declare  that  wo  were  not  acquainted,  nor,  to  the  best  of 
our  knowledge,  information,  or  belief,  was  Mr,  Ernest  Pratt,  the  first 
mate  of  the  said  steamship  City  of  Bichmond,  acquainted  'with  the  inten- 
tions of  the  owners  or  captain  of  the  said  ship  in  reference  to  any  alte- 
ration of  the  said  ship  to  Bermuda,  or  to  any  other  of  the  ^Vest  India 
Islands;  and  we  further  Jointly  and  severalty  make  oath  and  say  that 
Te  vere  totally  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  cargo  on  board  of  the  said 
Bteamship  City  of  Bichmond;  and  we  further  jointly  and  severally  declare 
that  when  at  sea  the  first  mate,  Mr.  Ernest  Pratt,  protested  to  Captain 
Scott,  the  captain  of  the  said  steamship,  against  the  alteration  that  he 
ordered  and  directed  to  be  made  of  the  course  of  the  said  steamship,  but 
that  he,  the  said  Ernest  Pratt,  as  well  as  the'several  above-named  depo- 
nents, were  compelled  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  said  Captain  Scott. 

WILLIAM  STONE. 

JEBEMIAK  COGHLAM. 

CHABLES  BISHOP. 

JAMES  FOSTEB. 

WILLIAM  GBEY. 

DAVID  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  deponents,  William  Stone^eremiah  Cogh- 
lam,  Charles  Bishop,  James  Foster,  William  Grey,  and  David  Williams, 
M  my  public  office,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  10th  day  of  May,  1865, 
before  me. 

WILLIAM  W.  VEira, 

Notary  Public, 


Mr.  Adi^ms  to  Mr.  Seward, 

So.  1017.]  Legation  of  the  Uihted  States, 

London,  July  20, 1865. 
Sib  :  Acting  under  the  directions  contained  in  dispatch  fi'om  the  de- 
partnkent2To.l456,  of  the  21st  of  June,I  haveobtained  through  the  agency 
tA  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  at  this  place,  certain  depositions  further  to  show 
the  part  taken  by  the  steamer  City  of  Bichjnond  in  supplying  the  steamer 
Olinde,  aliag  Stonewall,  with  equipment  and  crew,  Mr.  Morse  informs 
me  that  he  has  not  be^able  yet.to  obtain  any  fiirther  evidence  from  the 
parties  heretofore  furnishing  testimony,  which  seems  to  have  been  the 
wish  of  the  government.  He  is,  however,  on  the  watch  to  find  them,  and 
whenever  he  succeeds  he  will  endeavor  to  procure  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol>e<lient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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CIuelMare  No.  L] 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

UitiTBD  States  CoiTBtn^TB, 

London,  Jtdy  13, 1865. 

Sis:  In  complisnce  with  jonr  reqnest  of  this  day's  dat«,  I  herewiCh 
inclose  five  aflSdavita,  all  of  which  have  some  connection  with  the  steamer 
City  of  Richmond,  when  she  left  this  port  as  a  snpply  ship  to  the  rebel 
ram  Stonewall. 

The  depositions  of  William  Hall  and  James  Davis  are  qnite  ftill  and 
explicit  as  to  the  transfer  of  powderj  shot,  shell,  and  rifles,  and  hesTy 
cases,  as  well  as  provisions-  from  the  City  of  Richmond  to  the  ram  Stone- 
wall, at  Belle  Isle,  coast  of  France. 

The  deposition  of  John  Morgan  shows  that  a  Colonel  KreTishaw,  saiA 
to  have  been  of  the  rebel  anny,  appeared  to  control  the  City  of  Richmond, 
which  favors  the  beUef  that  she  was  really  a  rebel  vessel.  I  have  parties 
in  search  of  the  six  men,  a  copy  of  whose  affidavits  yon  caused  to  be 
sent  to  me  yesterday.  If  the  men  can  be  found,  and  the  information 
yon  request  obtain&d,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  yon  without  delay.  Yon 
will  notice  by  the  depositions  herewith  inclosed,  that  they  were  taken 
some  weeks  ago.  I  did  not  send  them  to  you  before,  because  I  expected 
further  information  on  the  snlyect,  and  to  materially  strengthen  the  case 
by  additional  affidavits. 

I  have  obtained  several  affidavits  in  reference  to  the  privateer  Shen- 
andoah, which,  with  some  remarks  concerning  rebel  maritime  operations 
in  this  country,  I  intend  to  send  to  yon  in  a  few  days. 
I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Comil 

Hon.  Chables  Feancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


[Incloaura  No.  2.] 

I,  George  Hallj  of  Stockton-on-Tees,  England,  do  solemnly  and  sincendr 
swear,  that  I,  being  an  ordinary  seaman  in  the  ship  Ellen,  of  Sunderiand, 
was  sent  on  shore  to  make  a  warp  fast  to  the  steamboat  having  hold  of 
her:  when  I  let  go  the  warp  I  ran  down  to  the  dock  gate  to  try  and  get 
on  board  of  my  ship,  bnt  I  could  not.  I  then  went  to  the  British  consul 
in  Dunkirk,  and  asked  him  to  send  me  home  to  my  own  country,  but  he 
would  not.  I  then  traveled  to  Calais;  when  I  arrived  there  I  went  to 
the  British  consul  and  asked  him  to  seiid  me  home ;  this  he  retused  t« 
do.  I  then  went  down  to  the  dock  and  asked  the  captain  of  the  Aid,  of 
Sunderland,  if  he  would  give  me  a  passage;  be  said  he  would  not 
Shortly  after,  I  was  walking  up  and  down  the  quay,  where  the  Bappa- 
bannock  was  lying,  and  an  officer  came  ashore  from  her  and  asked  me 
what  I  was  doing,  and  where  I  had  been.  As  soon  as  I  answered  hiEL 
he  said  "I  had  better  go  on  board  his  ship;"  I  SMd  "No,  not  without  1 
like."  He  immediately  replied,  "If  you  do  not  come  you  will  be  made;' 
80  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  go  voluntarily;  I  did  so,  bnt  at  the 
time  I  did  not  know  what  nation  she  belonged  to.  The  officer  when  be 
came  to  me  was  in  plain  clothes.  I  was  then  sent  on  the  forecastle,  and 
a  watch  was  placed  over  me.  I  was  afterwards  examined  by  thedoct**, 
and  then  sent  to  the  captain's  cabin.  The  articles  of  war  were  read  ovu 
to  me  (it  was  then  I  discoveredwhattheship  was)  by  the  first  lieutenant, 
Mr.  Miller,  to  the  effect  that  I  was  to  engage  for  three  years  to  serve  in  tiie 
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confederate  nftvy,  to  sink,  bum,  and  destroy  all  Ajnericao  merchant  ship- 
ping. I  was  engaged  as  landsman  and  fireman.  To  receive  £i  Qs.  Sd,  per 
DitHith,  and  an  soon  as  I  went  to  sea  I  was  to  get  £10  bounty.  I  had  to 
an-ear  on  the  holy  Bible  that  I  would  serve  on  these  conditions.  I  wan 
not  long  on  board  before  I  was  auxions  to  get  awa^,  owing  to  the  cniel 
(reatmeat  practiced  on  the  crew.  I  was  placed  in  irons  for  one  month 
for  being  a  federal  spy }  I  was  innocent  of  the  charge.  About  five  weeks 
ago,  Mr.  John  Early,  known  by  the  name  of  Captain  Early,  and  who 
keeps  a  tobacconist  shop  in  London,  brought  some  men  on  board;  two 
of  tliem  were  Spaniards,  and  had  been  lodging  with  him  (Mr.  Early)  for 
a  week.  Mr.  Miller  paid  him  two  mouths'  advance  for  each  of  these  men, 
which  he  kept.  They  both  broke  out  of  irons  last  Friday  week,  and 
deserted  &om  the  ship.  Mr.  Early  kept  the  money  for  the  men's  keep 
while  in  London,  and  for  expenses.  About  two  weeks  after,  Mr. 
Barly  broaght  some  more  men ;  one  of  them  bad  been  serving  in  the 
Florida.  The  paymaster  paid  Mr.  Early  these  men's  advance,  vbich  he 
^80  kept  for  their  keep  and  expenses.  On  last  Monday  week  Mr.  Early 
^ffo  brongbt  on  board  a  man  by  the  name  of  Gibson ;  this  man  w  as  paid 
off  from  the  Florida,  in  Ixmdon,  and  with  others  was  brought  on  board 
by  Mr,  Early  also.  On  the  28th  December  last,  Gibson  and  others  were 
sent  to  Loudon  a  day  or  two  after,  and  were  to  have  gone  in  the  City  of 
Kchmond,  steamer.  Gibson  missed  his  passage,  and  it  was  then,  on 
laat  Monday  week,  Mr.  Early  broaght  him  back  to  the  Rappahannock; 
as  before  stated,  he  was  paid  two  months  iu  advance,  and  Mr.  Early  • 
kept  the  money.  When  he  took  Gibson  on  boartl  there  were  no  officers 
to  be  seen,  and  Early  stopped  in  Calais  that  night,  and  it  was  on  the 
following  day  he  drew  Gibson's  money.  The  night  Mr.  Early  stopped 
in  Calais  I  met  him  on  shore,  and  he  begged  of  me  never  to  mention 
that  I  had  seen  him  there.  William  Anderson  was  shipped  and  brought 
on  board  about  four  mouths  ago  as  ward-room  steward.  He  was  not  long 
aboard  before  ho  was  accused  of  being  a  northern  spy,  and  was  kept  in 
irons  a  fortnight;  when  released  he  was  told  that  should  he  be  caught 
speaking  to  any  northerners,  he  would  be  kept  in  irons  with  a  wateh 
over  him  until  the  ship  got  out  to  sea;  he  wonld  then  be  hung  up  to 
the  yard-arm  and  fired  at  Tike  a  dog.  Early  also  received  and  kept  his 
advance  money. 

On  Tuesday  night,  the  10th  January,  eighty-two  men  left  the  Kappa- 
hamtock.  Twenty-one  men's  names  were  called  and  told  off  to  go  to. 
Dover;  twenty-one  more  were  told  off  to  join  a  blockade  runner  in 
London,  and  forty  men  were  to  go  in  the  Velocity.  The  hammocks 
were  piped  up  and  the  men's  names  were  called  out  about  11  o'clock;; 
their  baigs  were  put  on  shore  and  placed  in  three  carts.  The  men  were 
tdd  that  they  had  to  go  on  board  the  Velocity,  and  that  they  would  be. 
pot  on  board  a  steam-tug,  and  then  on  board  the  City  of  Bichmond,  lying 
in  the  river  Thames;  they  were  to  keep  everything  as  quiet  as  possible,, 
as  they  were  going  on  a  very  particular  service.  Two  ofiicers  were  on- 
deck  with  l(»ded  pistols,  and  they  threatened  to  blow  any  man's  brains 
out  that  should  attempt  to  escape.  The  advances  for  the  seaman  brought 
by  Mr.  Early  were  paid  to  him  in  my  presence,  and  he  always  signed  a- 
paper  for  them. 

GEOEGE  HALL. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  Ko.  14  Comhil],  iu  the  city  of 
Lutdon,  this  28th  day  of  January,  1865,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  GE\ET, 
A  Lmidon  Commission^'  to  administ^  oaths  in  chan&avk}  Ip 
13  A  c— VOL.  n  ^^ 
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[IncloBore  No.  3.] 

I,  Jnmes  Davis,'  of  London,  England,  stoker,  do  hereby  solemnly  and    - 
sincerely  swear,  tbat  I  was  shipped  on  board  the  ship  City  of  Bichmond. 
of  London,  in  the  early  part  of  Jaoaury  last,  (I  was  not  shipped  at  a 
shipping  office,)  and  acted  as  one  of  the  stokers.    She  left  the  Victoiia 

.  dock  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  January,  and  dropped  down  to  GreenhiUie,  and 
between  that  date  and  the  10th  of  January  she  received  on  board  over 
three  hundred  barrels  of  pqwder,  and  some  boxes  which  appeared  to  be 
shot;  they  were  heavy;  and  there  were  also  some  very  heavy  barrels  taken 
on  boud;  they  contained  shot;  these  were  all  taken  on  board  dnring 
the  night,  after  all  lights  had  been  put  out  on  board,  generally  between 
half  past  ten  and  half-past  eleven.  On  the  10th  Jannary  we  letl  Green- 
hithe  aft^er  receiving  on  board  about  one  hundred  men;  part  of  these 
men  came  from  London,  and  were  brought  on  board  by  a  man  named 
John  Early;  I  distinctly  heard  the  men  say  that  John  Early  brought 
them  down ;  the  remainder  came  alongside  from  boats  which  had  broa^t 
them  Irom  the  Oslais  steamer.  After  they  had  got  on  board  we  weighed 
anchor  and  went  away,  leaving  two  boat-loads  of  men  which  the  captain 
would  not  wait  for,  as  he  bad  news  that  he  was  being  looked  after,  auA 
though  t  it  would  be  too  hot  for  him ;  we  then  steamed  to  Gherboorg,  and 
staid  there  some  days.  I  believe  he  had  orders  to  go,  as  he  would  not 
be  allowed  to  remain  there ;  he  went  away  from  there  to  Nantes,  and 

■  from  there  to  Belle  Isle,  and  dropped  anchor  tliei-e.  The  following  day  a 
small  screw  steamer  hove  in  sight,  and  asked  us  where  from,  and  what 
was  our  car^.  The  captain  answered,  "Machinery  from  London;"  on 
rei^iving  this  answer  she  steamed  away.  Two  days  after  this  the  ram 
Stenewall  came  alongside,  and  a  confederate,  Captain  Davis,  went  on 
board  of  her  and  arranged  to  receive  cargo  from  the  City  of  Richmond. 
The  next'  day  the  hatches  were  open,  and  the  powder,  boxes  of  shot,  and 
case«,  which  I  was  informed  were  Minnie  rifles,  were  put  on  board  the 
Stonewall ;  there  were  also  turrels  of  beef,  pork,  and  other  provisions  put 
on  board.  After  that  we  had  put  all  of  the  stores  that  were  intended  for 
the  Stonewall  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  City  of  Richmond  issued  orders 
to  all  the  men,  that  if  any  of  them  wished  to  volunteer  to  go  on  board  the 
Stonewall  they  were  at  liberty  to  join  her,  but  must  leave  the  ship  as 
deserters.  The  carpenter,  the  fourth  engineer,  and  a  steward  joined  her; 
and  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Stonewall  came  to  me  and  wanteil  me  to 
go  as  boiler-niaker  in  her,  and  he  offered  me  £9  a  month  to  join  her,  bnt 
Iwonid  not  go;  he  further  offered  me  one  month's  advance  and  £18 
bounty,  and  promised  to  send  my  wife  a  half-pay  note  as  soon  as  we 
arrived  at  Bermuda;  but  I  wonid  not  go.  After  we  had  completed  oar 
delivery  to  the  Stonewall,  and  hearing  that  some  federal  men-of-war 
were  in  the  neighborhood,  we  hove  up  anchor  and  went  away,  the 
Btonewall  keeping  company  with  us  for  a  day  and  night,  and  then  we 
parted ;  we  went  then  right  to  Maderia.  On  arrival  there,  and  as  I  went 
on  shore  without  leave,  the  captain  took  me  and  three  others  before  the 
British  consul  for  coming  ashore  without  leave  on  Snnday  to  go  to  chnidi; 
the  consul  threatened  to  discharge  me,  and  did  discharge  me  against  my 
will;  I  told  him  I  would  see  into  it  as  soon  a^  I  got  home.  The  captain 
had  previously  said  we  should  be  discharged  at  the  first  port  we  came  ' 
to,  becaase  we  refused  to  join  the  Stonewall.  We  also  told  the  consul 
that  the  ship  waa  filled  with  contraband  of  war,  but  he  woidd  not  listen 
to  us.  From  there  we  were  sent  to  Lisbon  by  Blendy  &  Co.,  and  when 
we  arrived  at  Lisbon  I  then  told  the  consul  how  we  had  been  discharged, 
and  he  said  it  was  illegal.    From  there  we  were  sent  by  the  same  people 
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to  Sontbampton  in  the  mail  boat.  I  did  not  sign  the  shipping  articles 
of  the  City  of  Richmond  until  I  arrived  at  Cherbourg ;  there  were  four 
lientenftiits,  two  engineers,  a  sergeant  of  marines,  and  boatswain  in  the 
confederate  service,  as  well  as  about  one  hundred  men,  all  passengers, 
*Qd  who  went  on  board  the  Stonewall. 

JAMES  DAVIS. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  Ko.  14  Comhill,  in  the  city  of 
London,  this  13th  day  of  March,  1865,  before  me, 

JNO.  CASTLE  CANT, 
A  London  Commietione)'  to  administer  oatlu  in  chancery. 


[Incloaure  No.  4.] 

Affidavit,  i&e. 

I,  William  Hall,  of  Dover,  Kent,  Englimd,  flreman,  do  hereby  sol- 
emaly  and  sincerely  swear,  that  I  was  shipped  &om  Tower  Hill  shipping 
office  as  stoker  for  the  steamship  City  of  Bichmond.  I  signed  articles 
liiere  to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  four  months  on  a  voyage  to  the 
Viesk  Indies,  or  the  east  coast  of  North  America.  She  left  Victoria  dock 
m  Tuesday,  the  7th  January,  and  dropped  down  to  Greenhitlie,  and 
between  that  date  and  the  lOth  January  she  received  on  board  abont 
tvo  hundred  barrels  of  powder  and  some  boxes,  which  appeared  to  be 
riiot  They  were  very  heavy,  and  tliere  were  also  some  very  heavy  bar- 
relH  taken  on  board:  these  were  all  taken  on  board  daring  the  night, 
from  a  Ughter  or  sailing  barge,  aft«r  all  lights  had  been  put  out  ou  board, 
between  half-past  ten  aud  half-past  eleven.  On  the  lOth  January  we 
left  Qreenhithe  after  receiving  on  board  about  one  hnndred  men,  and 
some  confederate  officers;  part  of  these  men  were  from  Liverpool,  and 
bad  just  been  discharged  from  the  Florida,  part  from  the  Bappahannock 
at  Calais.  They  came  in  the  Calais  steamer,  and  the  remainder  were 
broi^t  on  board  by  a  man  named  John  Early.  Some  of  the  men  that 
went  down  with  Early  were  from  the  Kappahannock  also.  Aft«r  they 
had  got  on  board  we  went  away,  steam  and  anchor  being  up  ready,  leav- 
ing  two  boat-loads  of  men,  which  the  captain  would  not  wait  for,  as  he 
hid  news  that  some  person  was  watching  him.  We  then  steamed  to 
Cherbonrg  sod  staid  there  some  days.  While  there  all  the  stokers  met 
in  the  stoke-hole  and  told  the  engineers  that  we  did  not  wish  to  go  any 
farther  in  the  ship.  The  chief  engineer  said,  yon  have  signed  articles 
to  go  in  the  ship,  and  you  must  remain  in  her.  We  did  so,  bat  very 
reluctantly.  We  thought  if  we  did  not  do  so,  having  such  a  mob  of  men 
and  officers  for  the  confederates,  we  wonld  he  made,  and  consequently 
roughly  bandied.  Ltold  the  engineer  that  owing  to  the  cargo  and  the 
men  she  had  on  board,  they  couM  not  by  rights  compel  me  to  stop,  but, 
unfortunately,  I  coald  not  help  myself  then.  After  remaining  in  Cher- 
bourg four  or  five  days  we  steamed  away,  owing  to  the  captain  having 
received  notice  to  leave  the  port.  We  went  away  from  there  to  Kantes, 
ud  from  there  to  Belle  Isle,  and  dropped  anchor  there.  The  following 
day  a  email  screw  steamer  hove  in  sight,  under  French  colors,  deeply 
ladsi,  and  asked  us  our  name,  cargo,  and  where  from,  and  where  bound 
tor.  The  captain  answered,  the  City  of  Richmond,  from  London,  with 
machinery,  hound  for  the  West  Indies.  On  receiving  this  answer  she 
stetuned  away.    Two  days  after  this  the  ram  Stonewidl  came  alongside, 
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flying  the  Danish  flxg,  and  a  confederate  captain,  Da^ns,  whom  I  know 
well,  liaving  sailed  with  him  in  the  Run  Her,  when  she  was  wrecked  at 
Terceira,  and  who  left  London  in  the  City  of  Hiehmoud,  went  on  board 
the  Stonewall,  and  arranged  to  receive  cargo  from  the  City  of  Richmond. 
At  this  time  the  confederate  officers  and  men  Huid,  that  is  the  ship  that 
.  will  give  the  Yankees  a  doing.  Tliis  Davis  acted  the  snrae  as  ca])taiu  olF 
the  ship  from  London.  The  next  day  the  hatches  were  open,  and  about 
half  of  the  powder,  boxes  of  shot,  cases  of  rifles,  Warding  grapnels, 
powder  magazine  cases,  barrels  of  beef,  pork,  other  provisions,  clothing, 
and  some  coals,  were  put  ou  board.  By  tliis  time  the  same  small  French 
steamer  hove  in  sight,  and  went  alongside  the  Stonewall  and  delivered 
her  cargo  to  her,  and  when  done  took  a  portion  of  the  crew  away  that 
brought  the  Stonewall  to  Belle  Isle.  When  we  had  finished  putting  all 
the  stores  that  were  intended  for  the  Stonewall  on  board,  Captain  Scott, 
of  the  City  of  Richmond,  issued  orders  to  all  the  men,  that  if  any  of 
them  wished  to  volunteer  to  go  on  board  the  Stonewall  they  were  at  lib- 
erty to  join  her,  bnt  ittust  leave  the  ship  as  deserters.  The  carpenter, 
the  fourtb  engineer,  and  a  steward  joined  her.  The  chief  engineer  of  the 
Stonewall  came  to  me  several  times  and  begged  of  me  to  join  his  ship, 
oflering  me  seven  pounds  a  month,  ten  pounds  bounty,  and  a  mouth's 
advance,  and  a  half-pay  note,  to  be  payable  at  a  bouse  in  Liver|M>o1,  (I 
believe  Messrs.  W.  G.  Crenshaw  &  Co.  I  was  paid  by  this  firm  my  wages 
ou  my  return.)  But  I  would  not  go.  We  then  heard  that  some  federal 
men-of-war  were  in  the  neighborhood.  We  hove  up  anchor  and  went 
awiiy,  the  Stonewall  following,  but  keeping  more  under  the  land  after 
leaving  the  island.  She  kept  ahead  of  us  for  a  day  and  night,  and  then 
we  parted.  We  went  then  right  to  Madeira,  and  arrived  on  a  Sitturtlny. 
The  following  day  I  asked  for  leave  to  go  ashore,  was  refused,  and  told 
that  no  one  would  be  allowed  to  go.  As  I  was  anxious  to  get  ashore  to 
inform  (he  British  consul  what  had  transpired,  with  the  view  of  being 
taken  out  of  the  ship  and  sent  to  England,  (for  I  did  not  like  the  idea  of 
going  in  her,  having  still  contraband  of  war  on  board,}  I  called  a  boat 
and  went  ashore.  The  officer  on  deck,  as  I  was  leaving,  said  tome,  mind, 
you  are  deserting  the  ship  by  going  without  leave.  I  said,  1  am  not 
going  to  desert;  I  will  be  here  t«  my  duty  at  six  o'clock  In  the  morning. 
He  then  told  the  quartermaster  not  to  allow  me  on  board  if  I  returned 
When  on  shore  I  was  told  I  could  not  see  the  consul.  I  then  returned 
to  my  ship  at  six  a.  m.  on  Monday,  without  being  seen,  and  reiM>rted 
myself  for  duty.  The  chief  engineer  told  me  I  was  not  to  do  any  more 
work  on  board  the  ship.  I  went  to  the  captain,  who  said,  I  will  discharge 
you  to-day  if  I  can.  lie  then  took  me  with  three  others  aahoi-e  to  the 
British  consul.  I  and  two  others  who  went  ashore  together  on  the  Sun- 
day were  charged  by  Captain  Scott  with  deserting  from  the  ship,  stating 
that  for  that  reason  he  wished  to  discharge  us.  The  consid  said  we 
should  have  to  take  our  discharges.  I  then  said  to  the  captain,  before 
the  consul,  it  is  not  for  that  you  are  discharging  me;  it  is  because  I 
would  not  join  that  confederate  privateer  ram.  The  captain  answered 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  privateers;  that  he  had  put  some  cargo  on 
board  a  vessel  flying  the  Danish  flag,  also  some  passengers.  The  consul 
then  spoke  up  and  said,  jou  fancy  you  have  got  the  captain  np  in  a  cor- 
ner. If  I  was  to  listen  to  all  that  is  told  me  about  privateers,  I  would 
have  enough  to  do.  The  consul  was  told  by  James  Davis,  "Mind,  sir,  we 
are  Englishmen;  you  here  represent  our  government;  that  ship  has  con- 
traband of  war  on  board,  and  for  the  confederates,  and  we  will  seek 
redress  when  we  get  home."  I  then  told  the  consul  that  I  would  try  and 
obtain  satis&otion  also.    He  then  ordered  us  out  of  his  office  like  dogs, 


EQmPMBNT  OF  THE  STONEWALL.  197 

sod  toM  OS  to  wait  till  we  were  called.  In  about  twenty  minntes  the 
consul  called  OS  into  his  office,  and  said,  "Here  yon  are;  here  is  yonr  dis- 
charges, and  yon  hod  better  take  them  now,  for  the  shin  will  only  be 
like  a  hell  to  yon  if  you  go  in  her."  He  then  gave  ns  our  discbarges  and 
said,  yonr  wages  and  expenses  will  be  paid  by  the  owno^s.  We  were 
then  taken  to  an  inn,  and  sent  by  Blundey  &  Go.  to  Lisbon.  Wben  we 
arrived  there  we  went  to  the  British  consul  and  told  bim  how  we  had 
been  discharged,  and  he  said  it  was  illegal.  And  from  Lisbon  we  were 
sent  to  Bonthampton  by  the  same  firm  in  the  mail  boat.  The  confeder- 
ate captain,  Davis,  went  to  Madeira  in  the  City  of  Richmond  with  ns, 
and  was  on  board  when  we  left  there;  and  I  believe,  and  so  did  the  crew, 
that  the  cargo  then  in  the  City  of  Richmond  was  for  another  confeder- 
ate privateer.  There  were  some  officers,  I  beUeve,  lieuteuaiits,  two 
eogineers,  a  sergeant  of  marines,  and.  a  boatswain  in  the  confederate 
sefvice,  aa  well  as  about  one  hundred  men,  all  passengers,  and  who  went 
on  board  the  Stonewall. 

WILLIAM  HALL. 

Sworn  before  me  at  mv  office,  No.  14  Comhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
tliis  14th  day  of  March,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  Ixmdon  Commianoner  to  adminUter  oaths  in  chancery. 


[Inclosure  No.  5.] 

I,  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Newcastle,  England,  fireman,  do  sincerely  and 
solemnly  swew,  that  I  with  others  was  discharged  and  on  leave  ia  London 
from  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Florida,  and  about  the  10th  of  Jan- 
uary last,  our  leave  having  expire<l,  we  were  all  collected  together.  Some 
were  lodging  with  John  Early,  tobacconist,  of  High  street,  SLadwell; 
the  others  with  dififereot  boarding-house  keepers  about  the  highways. 
TbJs  John  Early  is  a  shipping  master  for  the  confederate  service.  He, 
with  others  whom  he  employs,  when  they  had  collected  ns  together  on 
the  above-mentioned  date,  sent  us  in  two  lots  to  the  London  Bridge  rail- 
way station.  Mr.  Early  took  tickets  for  Greeuliithe  for  about  thirty  men, 
and  took  them  on  board  of  an  English  steamer  lying  off  that  place,  called 
the  City  of  Richmond;  the  remainder  were  taken  by  a  runner  engaged 
by  Mr.  Early,  by  the  name  of  Frederick  Waters,  in  the  next  train.  I 
was  among  this  lot.  When  we  arrived  at  Greenliithe  we  found  steam 
was  up  and  the  City  of  Richmond  under  way.  I  and  another  took  a 
boat  and  pulled  after  her,  hailing  her  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Early  went 
away  in  her;  she  steamed  away  quite  fast,  aaA  some  one  Irom  on  board 
called  oat  to  as  to  go  back  and  return  to  London.  I  landed  (^ain  at 
Greenhitho.  Altogether  there  were  nine  of  ns  left  behind,  and  Fred- 
erick Waters  brought  us  back  to  London.  About  three  days  after  this, 
aU,  with  the  exception  of  myself,  joined  the  Rappahannock  at  Calais. 
On  the  16th  January  I  found  out  that  Mr.  Early  had  returned.  I  then 
went  to  him.  He  asked  me  what  had  become  of  the  others  that  were 
left  behind  at  Greeuhithe;  I  told  him.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  had 
juoneyenonghtogo  to  Calais  and  join  the  Rappahannock;  I  replied  that 
I  had  not.  He  then  took  me  to  Calais  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
paying  aU  expenses,  and  handed  me  over  to  the  senior  officer  on  board 
of  the  Rappahannock.  I  was  paid  oflf,  along  with  about  forty  others,  on 
Monday,  iitth  March.    Two  men  were  discharged  on  the  Thursday  pre- 
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vious  and  accused  of  being  federal  spies.  There  was  only  cue  stoker, 
two  coal-trinuners,  one  seaman,  the  master-at-artnB,  and  a  stewud  kept 
on  board.  ThiB  sadden  discharging  of  hands  surprised  us  very  much, 
for  we  all  knew  that  tbey  required  as  many  men  as  theyconld  get.  When 
we  left  it  was  rumored  that  the  ship  was  going  on  the  gridiron  to  have 
ber  bottom  cleaned  and  oyerhaoled.  In  the  mean  time  some  alight  repaira 
were  going  on  abont  her  engine  geax,  an.d  when  completed  she  was  to 
BaU  from  Calais.  I  must  here  also  state,  that  if  Mr.  Early  had  not  takea 
and  shipped  me  on  board  of  the  Bappahannock,  I  would  not  have  gone. 
THOMAS  GIBSON. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  No.  11  Cornhill,  in  tbe  city  of 
L<mdon,  tMs  4th  day  of  April,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  ComniMmn^r  to  administer  oatha  in  ekanoeni. 


[IncIoBQie  No.  6.1 

COHFEDEEATE  STATES  StEAMBB  RAPPAHANNOCK, 

Calait,  France,  March  27, 1865. 
This  is  to  certify  that  Thomas  Gibson,  coal-heaver,  aboard  the  Con- 
federate States  st«amer  Bappahaimock,  has  this  day  been  paid  off,  and 
honorably  discharged  from  the  naval  service  of  the  Confederate  Stat£i8, 
and  he  is  entitled  to  a  share  of  any  prize  money  dne  the  Confederate 
States  steamer  Florida  for  captures  made  between  the  28th  day  of  Jane, 
1861,  and  the  7th  day  of  October,  1864. 

DOUGLAS  F.  FOREESX, 
Aasiitant  Fe^/matter,  Oof^ederaie  States  Ifavjf. 
CHARLES  M.  FAmiTLEBOY, 
lAentenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Nairg. 

Age,  twenty-ei^t  years;  height,  five  fieet  ten  inches;  oomplexipn,  &ir; 
color  of  eyes,  blue;  colwof  hair,  Ught  brown;  place  of  birth,  Newoastle, 
England. 

COKSUTATB  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES,  LONPOK. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  and  faithfUt  copy  of  the 
original  discharge  exhibited  to  me  in  this  consulate  by  Thomas  Gibsou, 
April  4, 1866. 

JOSHUA  NUNN,  Deputy  ContvU 


[InelaBiii«  Ho.  7.] 

X,  John  Morgan,  of  Galway,  Ireland,  but  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  now  residing  at  No.  2  Alsop's  Buildings,  Back  Boad, 
St.  Geor^'s  in  the  East,  London,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  8wew,fJ»at 
when  residing  at  Nassau,  about  the  latter  end  of  February,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  March  last  past,  the  steamship  City  of  Richmond  arriTed 
there.  There  was  at  that  time  a  dispute  among  the  crew  that  shipped 
in  her  from  London,  with  respect  to  promises  made  to  them  at  Bermuda 
by  the  captain  that  left  the  port  of  London  with  them.  The  captain  at 
Bermnda  was  concealed  firom  the  crew,  and  another  captain  placed  on 
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board,  bat  the  crew  refused  to  proceed  in  the  ship  without  him.  He 
•was  coDseqnentiy  placed  on  hoard  again  and  took  the  ship  to  Nassau. 
When  he  arrived  on  board  he  told  the  crew  that  they  having  stood  by 
him,  he  would  make  it  as  good  as  two  round  trips  in  the  blockade,  which 
the  crew  uaderstood  to  be  worth  to  them  about  4300  each.  On  arrival 
at  Nassau  a  confederate  agent,  b,y  the  name  of  Colouel  Krenshaw, 
seemed  to  take  all  respouaibiUty  of  the  ship;  he  arrauged  every thiug 
eonnect^d  with  the  ship  with  the  customs,  and  others  in  authority. 
The  crew  were  taken  on  shore  and  provided  with  board  and  lodging ; 
they  were  paid  in  the  custom-house,  and  their  passage  money  to  send 
tbem  home  to  England  was  also  lodged  with  the  custom-house  author- 
ities, excepting  an  engineer  and  another  ofdcer,  who  both  went  to  New 
Tork.  A  reference  to  the  newpapers  at  Kassau  will  corroborate  this 
part  of  my  statement;  and,  further,  this  Colonel  Krenshaw  was  the  chief 
igatt,  assisted  by  his  relations,  for  the  coufederates.  He  was  the  per- 
son who  arranged  all  matters  for  the  City  of  Richmond,  hkewise  the 
Virginia,  Florence,  Battlesnake,  and  the  ship  afterwards  named  the  Tal- 
lahassee. Immediately  after  the  crew  were  paid  off  from  the  City  of 
fiichmond,  a  number  of  men  were  employed  from  on  shore  to  keep  the 
ship,  engines,  &e.,  clean,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day  and  their 
rictaals,  but  after  working  fifteen  days  they  were  paid  at  the  rate  of 
only  |15  per  mouth.  She  delivered  her  cargo  as  foUows,  then  lying  in 
the  stream,  on  board  the  Emergine,  a  blocka^e-mnner,  bound  to  Galves- 
ton ;  part  of  the  cargo  consisted  of  telegraph  wires  and  provisions ;  the 
remuning  portion  being  packed  in  cases,  and  of  different  sizes,  I  could 
not  ascertain  the  contents.  I  joined  the  City  of  Bichmond  on  the  18th 
May  last,  with  several  others,  at  Nassau,  and  we  signed  articles  on 
board  the  ship  in  the  presence  of  a  Mr.  Field,  who  represented  himself 
as  chief  officer,  as  follows:  to  proceed  to  any  one  or  more  ports  in  the 
Atlantic,  and  Irom  tiience  to  any  port  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  no  term 
of  time  was  mentioned.  I  was  induced  to  join  her  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  good  wages  offered.  I  agreed  as  seaman  for  t40  per 
month,  and  to  receive  a  mouth's  advance ;  but  the  advance  was  not 
to  be  paid,  as  was  usual  with  all  blockade-runners,  until  we  hud 
passed  the  bar.  Colonel  Krenshaw  was  on  board,  and  paid  me  in  the 
captain's  cabin,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  crew.  From  Nassaa  we  went 
direct  to  Bermuda,  with  nothing  but  coals  on  board.  Our  captaiu,  Mr. 
Heoty  Holgate,  was  formerly  captain  of  the  blockade-runner  Let-Her- 
Bip,  which  was  captured  by  federal  cruisers ;  we  also  took  with  us  from 
Nassau  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Nashville,  his  wife  and  child.  He  did 
the  duties  of  chief  engineer  ou  board  of  us  during  the  passage.  We 
had  also  four  other  persons  of  gentlemanly  appearance  on  board  as  pas- 
sengers ;  who  they  were  I  cannot  say.  We  stopped  at  Bermuda  three 
days,  and  took  in  coals,  and  sailed  ftom  there  to  the  Island  of  Terceirn ; 
coaled  again  and  proceeded  to  this  port.  We  were  all  paid  off  at  tlie 
Tower  Hill  shipping  office.  I  must  also  add,  that  the  City  of  Richmond 
hoisted  the  confederate  flag  at  the  fore  when  at  Nassan,  and  so  did  all 
tin  blockade-runners ;  some  of  them  hoisted  the  confederate  flag  at  the 
peak  as  well  as  at  the  fore,  viz :  the  Coquette,  Hattie,  Colonel  Lamb, 
Laorel,  and  the  so-called  Tallahassee.  While  I  was  at  Nassan  I  took 
Captain  Maffit  and  some  men  from  the  Tallahassee,  who,  after  running 
as  a  privateer,  changed  her  name.  These  men  I  put  on  board  the  Owl, 
a  blockade-nmner.  Captain  MaflSt  shipped  some  more  men  on  shore, 
and  I  was  given  to  understand  the  Owl  was  going  to  land  her  cargo  on 
the  Florida  coast.  When  the  City  of  Bichmond  left  England  she 
had  her  fannels  piunted  white;  while  away  from  England  they  w«rei 
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painted  blacfe ;  andoD  approacfaing  England  they  were  painted  white 
again ;  and  farther,  that  of  the  crew  that  arrived  in  this  port,  the  sec- 
ond mate  only  still  continnes  serving  on  board,  and  he  is  engaged  to  go 
away  in  her.  I  am  quite  confident,  from  what  I  know,  persoually  and 
otherwise,  that  the  City  of  Bichmond  is  engaged  to  continue  worldng 
for  the  confederates  on  a  secret  service  from  this  port  to  Havana,  thence 
to  Matamoras  or  Bio  Grande.  There  is  now  in  the'  Victoria  dock  a 
steamer  lyinghead  on  to  the  cnstom-honse,  who  has  engaged  the  crew 
of  the  unsuccessful  blockade-mnner  Florence,  to  go  in  her  on  the  same « 
secret  service,  to  Havana.  Colonel  Krenshaw  came  on  hoard  of  us  at 
Nassan,  and  we  brought  him  to  London  with  nsj  be  now  superintends 
the  managing  of  the  City  of  Richmond. 

JOHIT  MOEGAIf. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office.  No.  14  Comhill,  in  the  city  of  Loudon, 
this  8tb  day  of  Jane,  1866.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GAST, 
A  London  Commmioner  to  adminUter  oatht  in  dtancery. 

I,  James  Locker,  of  Liverpool,  England,  seaman,  do  solemnly  and  sin- 
cerely swear  that  I  have  read  the  within  statement  of  John  Morgan, 
and  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  all  he  states. 

JAMBS  LOCKEE. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office,  No.  14  Comhill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
this  dth  June,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  CommUtioner  to  adminUter  oaUi»  in  chancery. 

I,  Charles  Elljs,  of  Galway,  Ireland,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  I  shipped  in  the  City  of  Eichmond  on  the  18th  May  last,  and  can 
testify  to  the  truth  of  John  Morgan's  statement  from  that  date. 

CHARLES  ELLYS. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  office,  No.  14  Cornliill,  in  the  city  of  London, 
this  5th  June,  1865.    Before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  chaneery. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1501.)  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  August  5, 1805. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  20th 
ultimo,  No.  1017,  transmitting,  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Morse,  out 
consul  at  London,  the  depositions  of  certain  parties,  which  fully  indi- 
cate the  part  taken  by  the  steamer  City  of  Richmond  In  supplying  the 
.Stonewall  with  armament  and  crew. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acting  Secretary. 
Ghables  Fbancis  ADA3IS,  Esq.,  c£-c.,  &c.,  &c. 


^dbyCoogle 
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CASE  OP  THE  PAMPEEO. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

So.  130.]  United  States  Consulate, 

lAverpool,  September  12, 1862. 
8iB:  I  was  miatAken  in  my  dispatcti  from  GlaHgow,  when  I  said  the 
ateam  frigate  boitding  there  would  be  launched  in  two  months.  She 
Till  Dot  be  launched  much  before  next  spring,  and  not  fliuBhed  before 
May  of  next  year.  At  leaat  so  the  workmen  iE  the  yard  stated,  but  add- 
ing at  the  some  time  that  she  was  to  be  pushed  as  fast  as  possible.  Slie 
is  to  be  two  hundred  and  seventy  feet  long  and  will  measure,  when  com- 
I>leted,  upwards  of  three  thoasand  in.  tonnage.  Her  cost  of  construc- 
tion is  to  be  something  over  £300,000.  The  stem-poBt  is  up  and  about 
onfr-balf  of  the  ribs  set ;  the  stem-post  is  straight  and  perpendicular, 
but  is  to  have  a  solid  pie<ie  of  iron  to  project  about  eight  feet  imme- 
diately under  the  water  as  a  ram.  The  keel,  ribs,  stem-post,  and  all  the 
ftatne-work  are  of  iron.  The  inside  is  to  be  lined  with  wood  and  the 
outside  coated  with  iron  plates  four  and  three-quarters  inches  thick.  The 
bnilders  are  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glasgow.  A  large  num- 
ber of  hands  are  engaged,  as  many  as  can  work  to  advantage  upon  her. 
He  people  of  the  town  and  the  workmen  do  not  know  for  whom  she  is 
being  bnilt.  The  bnildere  tell  them  it  is  for  a  foreign  government,  but 
decline  to  give  the  name  of  the  government.  The  workmen  think  she 
is  intended  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  but  little  doubt  about 
her  character.  The  officers  on  the  Alabama,  late  290,  as  well  as  those 
on  the  steamer  Bahama,  on  her  return  from  the  Azores,  stated  that  there 
was  a  vessel  building  at  Glasgow,  on  the  Clyde,  for  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment. This  is  the  only  one  building  tliere,  (except  one  for  the  British 
government.)  Everything  about  her,  the  people  who  visit  and  superin- 
tend her  construction,  the  secret  manner  in  which  she  is  bein^  built,  and 
the  refusal  of  the  builders  to  state  for  whom  they  are  building  her,  all 
indicate  that  she  is  intended  for  the  rebel  government.  Mr.  Pretty- 
nuu),  the  acting  consul  for  the  United  States  at  this  port,  will  no  doubt 
be  able  to  obtain  positive  evidence,  which  he  will  report  to  the  depart- 
nteat. 

Iron  plates,  intended  as  armor  for  some  vessel,  have  been  shipped 
irom  Liverpool  for  Hull.  On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  to  that  town,  I 
learned  that  these  plates  were  sent  from  Hull  to  the  coutinentv  Eecently 
others  have  been  sent,  also  eight  cannon,  intended  for  a  naval  vessel. 
The  foreman  in  the  foundery  where  these  plates  were  made  stated  to 
one  of  my  men  that  they  were  for  the  confederate  government  in  the 
United  States,  and  to  be  used  on  a  vessel  building  for  that  government. 
This  morning  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  published  the  arti- 
cle inclosed,  marked  No.  1.  The  editor  of  this  paper  is  in  the  pay  of  the 
rebels,  and  is  in  correspondence  with  Mr.  Slidell,  in  Paris. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  resjjectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  II.  DUDLEY,  Cmsul. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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[FVom  the  LlTorpoot  Journal  of  Commeree,  September  13, 18^.] 
THE  AUKBIGAIf  BLOCEIBE — THE  OONFEDBBATE  NATT. 

Active  preparations  are  now  being  made,  both  here  and  on  the  conti- 
nent, for  the  completion  of  the  contracts  for  the  confederate  navy.  The 
iron  plates  used  for  the  construction  of  the  gunboats  on  the  continent 
are  mannfactured  in  England^  and  vary  from  three  and  a  half  to  four 
and  three-quarters  inches  in  thickness.  The  plates  are  all  made  upon  a 
nev  patent  process,  and  are  superior  to  those  used  in  the  building  of 
the  Ch'eto  and  Alabama. 

Mr.  Dudtm/  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  154.]  Ukitbd  States  Consdulte, 

Liverpool,  Ifevember  4, 1862. 
Sm :  Soon  after  my  returning  fivm  my  visit  to  Olas^w,  I  addressed 
letters  to  the  TTnited  States  ministers  at  Paris,  Madrid,  Lisbon,  Bma- 
sels,  the  Hague,  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  Berlin,  Vienna,  Turin,  St. 
Petersburg,  and  Constantinople,  and  to  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria, 
Egypt,  and  the  consul  at  Athena,  informing  them  that  an  iron-claa 
8t«amer  was  being  built  at  Glasgow,  by  Qeorge  and  James  Thompson, 
for  some  foreign  government,  which  I  suspected  was  intended  for  the 
southern  rebels,  requesting  them  to  ascertain  from  the  governments  to 
which  they  were  respectively  accredited  if  said  vessel  was  intended  for 
said  government.  AJiswers  have  been  received  by  me  firom  all  except 
Stockholm,  Madrid,  and  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria.  They  have 
all  made  inquiry  at  the  proper  department  and  state  that  the  vessel  in 
qaestion  is  not  being  built  for  any  of  these  governments.  This  is  negative 
kind  of  testimony,  but  quite  conclusive,  so  far  as  it  goes,  that  she  is  not 
intended  for  any  of  these  governments.  My  information,  independent 
of  this  negative  testimony,  satisfies  me  that  there  i»  not  much  doubt 
about  her  true  character.  The  officers  on  the  Alabama  spoke  of  her  as 
being  built  for  them  to  one  of  the  captains  whose  ship  they  had  de- 
stroyed ;  and  on  Sunday  last  one  of  the  workmen  out  of  Mr.  Laird's  yard 
informed  my  man  that  there  was  an  iron-clad  building  at  Glasgow  for 
the  South,  said  it  was  talked  about  and  well  nnderatood  among  the  men 
in  the  yard.  All  this,  with  what  I  learned  when  at  Glasgow,  satisfies  me 
that  there  is  no  doubt  about  her. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLLiM  H.  Sbwabd, 


Mr.  AdaTn*  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  357.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

.      loTMlon,  March  27, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes,  dated  the  21st 
and  23d  of  this  month,  which  have  passed  between  Lord  Busaell  and 
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myself,  reapecting  certain  operations  of  the  rebels  in  fitting  oat  an  armed 
vessel  at  Glasgow.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  the  investigation  ap- 
pears to  have  been  initiated  by  his  lordship  upon  infomiatioD  not  fnr- 
niahed  frpm  this  legation,  and  that  his  commnnication  to  me  was  perfectly 
^>oii  tan  eons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wqjjau  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  <if  State. 


Earl  Rtutell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEioiT  Office,  March  21, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  with  reference  to  the  report  that 
vessels  of  war  were  being  bnilt  at  Glasgow  for  the  sos^led  Confederate 
States,  that  it  appears  from  information  collected  by  the  commissioners 
of  customs  that  there  are  only  two  large  steamers  in  course  of  constrnc- 
tion  at  the  yard  of  Messrs.  lliompson  and  Company  j  that  one  of  them 
has  the  appearance  of  being  constructed  to  receive  armor  plates ;  but 
that  her  bottom  is  not  more  than  half  plated,  and  that  the  planking  of 
her  top  sides  has  only  just  been  commenced. 

The  other  is  a  screw  steamer,  intended  for  Messrs.  Boms,  of  Glasgow, 
and  is  to  be  emi>loyed  in  the  Mediterranean  trade.  Neither  of  these 
steamers,  however,  can  be  completed  for  several  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideraation,  sir,  yonrmost 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EU8SELL. 

Chablbs  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  die.,  (£c.,  dx. 


Mr.  A^ms  to  JBarl  Riutell. 

Lbgation  of  the  TJkited  States, 

London,  March  23, 1863. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  lordship's  note  of  the  2l8t 
instant,  apprising  me  of  the  preparations  making  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
Thompson  &  Co.  of  a  vessel  evidehtly  constmct«d  for  hostile  purposes. 
Information  of  the  same  nature  received  from  other  sources  has  led  me 
to  a  belief  that  this  is  one  of  a  number  intended  to  carry  on  the  pirat 
ical  species  of  warfare  praeticed  by  the  insurgents  against  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  laid  down  in  the  in- 
terested correspondence  which  I  had  the  honor  some  time  since  to  lay 
before  yon.  It  is  a  sonrce  of  much  gratification  to  me  to  learn  that  this 
proceeding  is  exciting  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabx,  Russeli.,  «£-c.,  dc,  dx. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr,  Seicard. 

[Eitract.l 

No.  493.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  10, 1863. 
SlE:  •  •  •  •  a  • 

There  is,  however,  still  one  very  large  and  formidable  steam  vessel  od 
the  stocks  at  Glasgow,  wMeh  I  am  led  to  believe  to  be  intended  for  the 
rebels.  Mr.  Dadley,  the  consnl  at  Liverpool,  reports  five  others,  of 
smaller  dimensions,  in  preparation  there  likewise.  As  yet,  we  have  not 
obtained  any  evidence  apon  which  to  rest  a  remonstrance  against  their 
departare.  Efforts  will,  however,  be  made,  which,  in  conjnnction  with 
the  morti  decided  tone  of  the  government,  may  possibly  deter  the  build- 
ers from  proceeding  in  their  work.  Nothing  will  do  more  good,  how- 
ever, in  Europe,  than  a  few  more  accounts  of  what  is  done  by  Gteneral 
Gilmore's  cannon.  They  are  as  efTective  in  dispelling  delnsions  as  in 
breaking  down  the  material  resistance  of  brick  and  stone.  We  anxiously 
await  the  later  reports. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  165.]  LivEKPOOL  Consulate. 

Glaagmc,  October  13, 1863. 

Sib  ;  I  have  been  here  since  last  Saturday,  aiding,  bo  far  aa  I  can,  our 
cousol  at  this  port  in  getting  up  evidence  to  stop  the  two  vessels  build- 
ing here  for  the  confederates.  I  say  two  vessels,  for  now  there  is  no 
more  doubt  about  the  combination  vessel  called  the  Canton,  and  to  which 
1  have  alluded  in  previous  dispatches,  than  there  is  about  the  ram.  Mr. 
Underwood,  who  had  grave  doubts  about  her  when  1  was  last  here,  u 
now  quite  as  well  satined  as  I  am  about  her  character:  and  if  he  has 
not  already  written  to  that  effect  to  the  department,  will  do  so  in  a  veiy 
few  days.  "Her  hull  is  entirely  finished ;  masta  in,  and  all  the  riggii^ 
on;  her  iK>rt-holes  for  guns  oat;  bracing-bolt  and  rings  for  the  guns, 
shot  lockers  and  powder  magazines  in;  and  she  was  to  have  been 
launched  yesterday.  Every  preparation  was  made,  when  they  became 
frightened.  The  boilers  and  machinery  were  all  that  remained  to  com- 
plete her.  They  are  now  taking  out  the  ring-bolts,  magazines,  and  shot 
lockers,  and  stripping  her  of  everything  that  indicates  a  war  purpose. 
Tliey  are,  I  am  told,  even  closing  up  the  port-holes.  This  will  prollably 
delay  the  launch  for  two  weeks,  but  when  she  goes  into  the  water  there 
will  be  nothing  in  or  about  her  to  designate  her  character  as  a  war  vcssd. 

The  Canton  is  bark-rigged,  and  very  much  the  same  model  as  the  Ala- 
bama, but  larger,  with  a  greater  draught  of  water,  and  capable  of  carry- 
ing, as  she  no  doubt  will,  a  much  heavier'armament.  Mr.  UndenTOod, 
onr  consul,  is  doing  all  he  can  to  get  up  a  case  against  her.  I  brought 
np  two  of  my  men  to  aid  hjjn,  and  shall  leave  them  here- for  a  time,  bot 


THE  PAHPBBO.  205 

as  yet  he  lias  do  positive  or  direct  proof.  There  are  persona  enongh  who 
know  all  about  her,  and  who  will  tell  yon  in  confidence,  but  who  are  un- 
willing to  makB  an  affidavit,  and  there  is  no  means  provided  in  the  law 
to  coniiiel  them.  The  people  here,  as  in  Liverpool,  seem  to  be  disposed 
to  assist,  as  &r  as  they  can,  these  people  in  their  wicked  and  unlawful 
schemes  against  otir  government.  Fearing  that  we  shall  fail  to  obtain 
the  necessary  evidence,  and  being  entirely  satisfied  that  this  vessel,  the 
Cantoiij  is  a  war  vessel  intended  for  the  insurgents  and  to  cruise  against 
the  United  States,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  sending 
over  at  once  sufficient  war  vessels  to  seize  her  when  she  sails.  In  view 
of  the  stoi)ping  of  the  rams  at  Liver]Hiol,  and  the  evident  alarm  of  the 
builders  here,  it  ia  quite  probable  that  they  may  send  her  off  as  soon  as 
launched,  and  put  her  machinery,  &c.,  in  at  some  port  entirely  outside 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

*  •  •  a  *.*  .•  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  525.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  23, 1863. 
SiB:  On  the  17th  instant  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Bussell,  calling 
the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a  war  vessel  now  being 
prepared  at  Glasgow  for  the  insurgeuts  in  the  Uuited  States,  called  the 
Canton.  Copies  of  that  note,  of  its  inclosure,  and  of  his  lordship's  ac- 
knowledgment, are  transmitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAKCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  lEarl  Russell. 

Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  17,  1863. 
Mt  Lobd  :  It  is  with  great  legret  that  I  find  it  my  duty  once  more  to 
call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  eflbrts  making  in  this  kingdom  to 
aid  Uie  inaurgents  in  America  in  carrying  on  their  resistance  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  I  have  strong  reason  for  beUevlug  that, 
in  addition  to  a  veiy  formidable  steam  ram  now  in  process  of  construc- 
tion at  the  port  of  Glasgow,  but  not  yet  so  far  advanced  as  fully  to  de- 
velop her  character,  there  is  another  steamer  ready  to  be  launched,  called 
the  Canton,  having  all  the  characteristics  of  a  warvessel,  which  is  about 
to  be  fitted  up  and  dispatched  with  the  same  intentfrom  the  same  place. 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consideration  some  extracts 
firom  a  letter  addressed  to  me^by  W.  L.  Underwood,  esq.,  the  consul  of 
the  United  States,  giving  som'e  information  in  regard  to  this  case.  Mr. 
Underwood  himself  entertams  no  doubt  of  the  destination  of  this  vessel, 
althougli  &om  the  secrecy  used  in  the  process  of  construction  and  prepa- 
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ration,  itself  a  caiise  of  snspicion,  lie  has  been  alow  in  gaining  evidenoe 
on  wnieh  to  base  a  representation. 

Not  doubting  that  her  Miyeety'e  government  will  take  all  snitable  meae- 
ores  to  ascertain  the  correctneas  of  these  allegations,  I  pray  yonr  lord- 
ship to  accept  the  assnrances  of  the  highest  consideration  with  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lorih  yoor  most  obedient  servant, 

CKA£LEB  FILANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bigbt  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  &e.,  <£e.,  dx. 


Mr.  Underwood,  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Extracts.] 

United  States  Consulate, 

eUutgow,  October  15, 18C3. 

SiE:  It  is  my  nnpleasant  duty  to  inform  you  that  recently  it  has  come 
to  my  knowledge  that  a  ship  of  war,  in  addition  to  the  formidable  iroii 
ram  of  which  I  have  heretofore  given  you  information,  is  now  being 
built^  and  nearly  ready  to  launch,  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and 
George  Thompson,  of  this  city,  intended  for  and  belonging  to  the  Confed- 
erate States.  She  is  after  the  model  of  the  rebel  ship  Alabama.  "Can- 
ton— London,"  are  the  words  gilded  on  her  stem.  She  is  a  clipper-bnilt 
screw  steamer,  with  three  masts,  two  of  which  are  iron,  one  of  wood. 
Her  length  is  from  two  hundred  and  eighty  to  three  hundred  feet  from 
stem  to  stem }  her  beam  about  fifty-six  feet.  Her  frame  is  uon,  bordered 
Qp  with  teak-wood  planking,  about  five  inches  thick  in  the  inside,  up  to 
the  water  mark.  She  ia  pierced  nith  four  large  port-holes  and  four 
smaller  ones  on  each  sidCj  making  sixteen  in  allj  the  larger  ones  seem 
suited  for  the  sweep  and  play  of  pivot  guns.  She  is  constructed  to 
carry  the  greatest  portion  of  her  coals  in  iron  side- pockets  between  decks, 
so  as  to  give  an  unobstructed  passage  clear  through  from  one  fire-room  to 
the  other.  Her  water  draught  is  marked  fifteen  feet.  Has  "eye-bolts" 
in  her  sides,  suitable  for  and  intended  to  handle  and  secure  her  guns. 
She  is  donkey  or  bark-rigged,  and  altogether  similar  to  the  Alabama,  the 
only  difference  being  that  she  has  an  iron  frame,  while  the  Alabama  has 
a  wooden  one.  She  is  probably  lirom  twelve  hundred  to  lifteen  hundred 
tons  burden,  can  be  launched  at  any  day,  and  is  understood  to  be  only 
waiting  for  the  spring  tide.  Her  propeller  is  two-bladed,  and  of  compo- 
sition metal,  very  bard,  being  a  mixture  of  brass  and  copper,  with  the 
flanges  so  constructed  that,  in  case  one  is  injured,  another  may  be  put  in 
its  place  without  interfering  with  the  bush.  She  la  known  in  the  yard 
as  the  "ftigate."  She  has  a  screw  hoisting  gear  for  lifting  her  propel- 
ler, and  when  it  is  up,  hae  a  atern  that  falls  down  and  makes  ber  appear 
like  a  sailing  ship.  Her  cylinder  is  sixty  inches  in  diameter.  Until  now 
the  eye- bolts  and  fixtures  for  running  her  guns  in  and  out,  her  port-holes, 
and  other  characteristic  contrivances  that  mark  her  a  war  vessel,  were 
all  visible  and  apparent,  and  with  them  so  it  was  intended  to  have 
launched  her  on  some  day  of  last  week, 

•  «••••■•• 

But  in  order  to  conceal  the  character  of  the  vessel,  and  thnselnde  the 
vigilance  and  avoid  the  interference  of  the  government,  these  t^t&racber- 
istic  fixtures  have  been  and  are  being  remoV^  The  eye-bolta  for  the  gun 
gear  have  been  drawn,  their  holes  stopped  and  effaced  and  the  bolts  stored 
away,  to  be  replaced  when  the  ship  gets  to  sea.    The  dows  or  shutters 
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of  tb«  portholes  are  to  be  taken  At>iii  the  hingres;  the  hinges  removed, 
and  the  shntters  to  be  screwed  or  fastened  over  the  port-holes,  so  aa  to 
present  a  clean  side  nntil  she  gets  out.  It  ie  not  expected  she  will  take 
on  her  armament  here.  On  the  oontraiy,  it  1b  nndeistood  that,  as  soon 
IS  Itimched,  she  will  take  hei  boilers  and  heaviest  machinery  aboard, 
Mid  will  then  be  immediately  towed  to  some  place,  to  me  unknown,  to 
Thlcb  her  remaining  mactuuery  will  be  truiBported  on  another  veaael, 
ud  then  be  t^en  on  board  by  ber. 

■  *••«•••• 

The  managers  of  the  Canton  are  fraadulently  seeking  to  evade  re- 
Iponaibility  by  taking  advantage  of  what  is  onderstood  to  be  the  letter 
of  the  British  mle  as  to  a  war  vessel's  responsibility  in  leaving  her  ports 
armed,  &c.,  while  by  this  very  fraudolency  they  are  additionally  crim- 
inRl,  since  her  hostile  intent  is  as  flagrant  and  clear  as  if  she  had  ber 
gaw  on  board. 

lean  only  hope  yon  will  lay  this  case  before  the  British  government, 
and  that  in  its  own  wisdom  it  will  take  immediate  steps  to  inve8tigat« 
Uie  iacts  I  have  suggested,  and  to  afford  such  restraint  or  remedy  as  may 
be  consistent  alike  with  its  honor  and  duty. 

I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  Scotch  law  affords,  as  I  am  advised,  pecu- 
liar focilities  to  snch  prelimiuary  investigations  as  may  be  adopted  in 
Uiis  case,  inasmuch  aa,  unlike  the  common  law,  It  tolerates  and  permits 
an  inquiry  and  interrogation  under  oath  of  the  party  immediately  impli- 
cated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  UNDEEWOOD, 

United  States  ConiuL 
Hon.CHABIiE8  Franoib  Asaus, 

United  Statee  Jtfinwter,  London, 


Earl  Rttsiell  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

Foreign  Office,  October  19, 1863. 

8lH:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  and  its  inclosures,  relative  to  a  vessel  said  to  be  in 
Morae  of  construction  at  Glasgow,  intended  for  the  service  of  the  so- 
styled  Confederate  States,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
lirne  in  communicating  copies  of  the  same  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  govemmenl^  in  order  that  immediate  inquiries  might  be 
made  into  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbakcis  Adaus,  Esq.,  dc,  die,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[ExtractH.] 

No.  172.1  United  States  CoNsri.ATE, 

Liverpool,  October  29, 1863. 
8lE :  On  Monday  last  I  went  to  Glasgow,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Under- 
wood, to  advise  with  him  about  the  vessels  building  by  the  Messrs. 
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Thompaon,  for  the  confederates,  and  more  particularly  the  steamer  called 
the  Canton,  which  ia  to  be  launched  to-daj. 

Ae  yet  we  have  no  positive  evidence  to  show  that  the  Canton  ia  for 
the  confederates.  It  seems  to  be  almost  impossible  to  obtain  direct  evi- 
dence npon  this  point,  and  all  that  we  now  have  is  circumstantial.  They 
have  taken  out  and  covered  up  everything  in  her  that  goes  to  show  her 
a  war  vessel.  The  port-holes  are  closed  up  and  paint«d  over,  so  as  not 
to  show,  but  can  be  opened  at  any  moment.  Mr.  Adams  made  a  repre- 
sentation to  the  British  government,  based  upon  a  dispatch  of  Mr, 
Underwood,  about  this  vessel.  They  sent  to  the  collector  at  Glasgow  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  it;  he  has  done  so,  and  sent  in  his  report, 
but  like  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto  and  Ala- 
bama, has  whitewashed  the  vessel. 

As  I  have  stated  in  previous  dispatches,  I  have  no  doubt  about  this 
vessel ;  she  is  for  war  purposes,  and  intended  for  the  confederates.  She 
will  be  taken  to  some  other  port  to  receive  her  armament.  I  am  afraid 
our  evidence  will  not  be  strong  enough  to  induce  the  government  to 
detain  her;  hence  I  think  there  should  be  vessels  in  these  waters,  or  in 
the  neighborhood,  bo  seize  her  when  slie  goes  out. 

The  Canton  is  a  fine-fooking  vessel,  with  three  masts  and  bark- 
rigged  with  wire  rigging,  in  model  resembling  the  Alabama,  but  much 
larger.  One  report  I  have  says  three  haudr^  feet  long;  another,  two 
handred  and  fitly  feet,  with  fifty  feet  beam.  She  will  draw  fifteen  feet 
of  water  when  loaded.  Her  i^me  is  of  iron  of  unusual  strength ;  ber 
planking  over  the  bottom  part  of  hall,  up  as  iar  aa  the  walesj  is  four  and 
a  half  inches  thick:  above  this  it  ia  of  iron.  The  bottom  is  coppered 
with  ptu%  copper.  The  frame  ip  which  the  screw  works  is  a  composition 
of  copper  and  brass.  The  screw  itself  is  a  patent,  just  like  that  in  the 
Alabama,  and  so  constructed  that  they  can  take  out  one  of  the  blades 
that  may  be  injured,  and  put  in  another  without  interfering  with  the 
bnah.  Uer  lines  are  fine,  and  Judges  pronounce  ber  a  fast  sailer  under 
canvas  alone.  From  a  man  who  was  in  the  Alabama,  and  who  knows 
all  about  engines,  and  who  has  been  over  this  vessel  and  seen  the 
engines,  I  llam  that  she  is  pierced  for  twelve  gans,  six  on  each  side, 
and  for  three  pivot  guns ;  that  she  has  a  hulk-head  up  and  a  double 
stern:  that  she  baa  what  are  known  as  low-pressure  condensing  engines; 
cylinder  sixty  inches  in  diameter:  piston  two  feet  and  nine  inches 
stroke^o  work  horizontally,  and  to  be  placed  some  five  feet  below  water 
line.  Her  boilers  are  four  in  number,  with  fiat  to^ts,  also  placed  five  feet 
under  water,  with  coal-bunkers  at  the  sides  and  over  the  tops^  so  con- 
structed ae  to  completely  guard  them  from  shot.  He  descnbes  the 
boilers  and  engines  as  just  like  those  in  the  Alabama,  only  larger.  He 
says  the  engines  will  be  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  liorsepower,  nomi- 
nal. She  has  two  fire-rooms  communicating,  one  funnel,  telescopic.  It 
will  take  some  four  or  five  weeks  to  complete  her  after  she  is  launched. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  yfujAAm  H.  Setvabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyGoOgle 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

So.  181.]  Fmited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  November  12, 1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Underwood,  onr  oonsnl  at  Glasgow,  made  a  formal  applica- 
tion to  the  collecknr  at  that  port  to  stop  the  frigate  Pampero  (late  Can- 
ton) onder  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  on  Tuesday  last,  ou  the  ground 
that  rfie  is  a  war  vessel  built  for  the  ao-called  confederate  goverumeot, 
intended  to  commit  acts  of  hostility  and  mafce  war  against  the  govefn- 
meat  and  people  of  the  United  States.  The  application  is  based  upon 
affidavits,  among  them  his  own,  and  mine,  about  th^  intercepted  dis- 
patehes  which  are  now  in  my  hands.  I  regret  to  say  that  there  is  no 
positive  and  direct  testimony  among  them,  showing  the  vessel  to  be 
built  for  the  confederates.  They  show  her  to  be  built  as  a  war  vessel; 
tliat  she  is  not  adapted  for  commercial  purposes ;  that  she  has  port- 
holes:  had  ring-bolts  for  guns,  and  other  fittings  to  adapt  her  for  a  war 
veeeel,  that  some  of  the  riug-bolte  have  been  taken  out;  others  cased  in 
with  temporary  casing,  and  the  port-holes  closed  up  with  screws,  &c. 
The  evidenoe  that  she  is  for  the  confederates  is  entirely  circumstantial 
and  hearsay ;  that  the  foreman  and  men  in  and  about  the  yard  repre- 
sent her  as  being  for  the  confederates,  &c.  It  was  thought  best  to  make 
the  application  at  once,  upon  such  evidence  as  we  had,  for  fear  she 
might  slip  ont.  This  does  not  prevent  us  from  filing  additional  affida- 
vits, if  we  should  discover  anything  new  or  material.  Mr.  Underwood 
is  to  send  to  Mr.  Adams  copies  of  the  application  and  affidavits,  to  be 
laid  before  Earl  Knssell.    I  presiune  he  has  already  done  this. 

•  •  •  •  She  had  the  name  "  Canton,  of  London,"  in  gilded  let- 
ters on  her  stem.  The  day  before  she  was  launched  "Canton*'  was 
taken  off  and  "Pampero"  put  in  its  place.  She  was  christened  by  Mrs.. 
Oalbr^th,  the  wife  of  the  Galbraith  of  the  honse  of  P.  Hendrickson> 
&  Co.,  of  Glasgow.  This  is  the  same  honse  referred  to  in  George  K. 
Sanders's  memorandum,  among  the  intercepted  correspondence,  as  the 
house  of  Galbraith  &  Co.,  of  Scotland.  Mr,  Underwood  tells  me  she  has 
some  fifteen  valves  in  her  bottom  for  the  purpose  of  flooding  her  maga- 
sines,  or  of  sinking  her  down  in  the  water  during  an  engagement,  and 
that  she  has  donkey  engines  to  pump  her  ont  again.  She  will  have- 
gr^it  speed  and  prove  a  most  mischievons  and  dangerous  craft  to  our 
Bmrjbiuit  vessels  if  she  gets  off".  She  will  be  finished  and  ready  for  sea 
in  about  two  weeks.  Captains  North,  Sinclair,  and  Terrant  are  now 
living  all  in  one  house  in  Glasgow,  incognito.  They  are  superintending 
tliis  vessel  and  the  rams.  I  think  it  probable  that  one  of  them  is  to  take- 
eoounand  of  her  when  finished.    *    •     •     •    ■ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  WnxjAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sevcard,  ^ 

'So.  529.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Nwember  19, 1867. 
Sib  :  Having  received  copies  of  some  depositions  which  Mr,  Underwood, 
die  consnl  at  Glasgow,  had  cansed  to  be  prepared  and  sent  in  to  tbe  col- 
14  A  c— VOL.  n 
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lector  of  that  port,  toacMng  the  coostraotioii  and  oatfit  of  the  steamer 
GaatoD,  (Uiat  the  Pampero,  I  coacladed  to  tranBiuit  them  to  Lord  Bus- 
sell,  together  with  a  note.  Copies  of  this  note,  of  the  other  papers,  and 
of  his  lordehiiys  acknowledgment,  are  herewith  transmitted.  There  is 
increasing  difficulty  in  obtaining  evidence  of  intent  since  the  animus  of 
the  government  has  become  the  source  of  greater  apprehension. 
I  have  tJae  hoaar  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCI8  ADAJUS. 
Hon.  'William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Harl  Eustell, 

Legation  op  thb  TJHrrHD  States, 

London,  November  14, 1863. 
Mt  Loud  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
a  number  of  additional  depositions  taken  tiefore  the  collector  at  Glas- 
gow, all  going  to  corroborate  the  evidence  already  presented  touching 
the  outfit  and  preparation  of  the  steamer  Canton,  alias  Pampero,  for 
objects  similar  1x)  those  now  prosecuted  by  the  Japan,  aliat  the  Georgia, 
issued  from  the  same  port 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  asHoranees  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FBAITOIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  dc,  <£c.,  <£c. 


JOeposition  of  W.  L,  Underwood. 

1,  Warner  Lewis  Underwood,  of  No.  5  Newton  Terraoe,  Sauchieh^l 
-street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and 
say,  that  I  am  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Glasgow  and  its  dependencies ;  that  I  have  now  resided  in  Glasgow  in 
•discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  said  consulate  for  upwards  of  one  year; 
that  shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  being  built  in  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George 
Thompson,  of  Glasgow,  a  vessel-of-war  for  the  nae  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate States,  then  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States  of  Ameriisa, 
known  as  the  Bam,  and  now  in  proce«B  of  construction  and  nntaunched 
in  the  yard  of  the  said  James  and  Gteorge  Thompson,  being  a  formidable 
iron-clad  vessel  of  war;  that  some  months  ago  I  learned  that  a  forther 
vessel  waa  in  course  of  construction  by  the  said  James  and  George 
Thompson,  and  the  said  last-mentioned  vessel  has  been  recently  launched 
from  the  ship-yard  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  is  no-w 
lying  in  the  river  Clyde,  at  or  near  to  the  foot  of  Finnestin  street, 
Broomidan;  that  my  attention  was  further  directed  to  the  construction 
of  such  vessels  of  war,  and  to  the  object  of  their  construction,  by  a  peru- 
sal of  the  iuteroeptm  correspondence  between  the  agents  of  the  con- 
federates in  America  and  those  in  Europe,  which  is  more  particulax-ly 
leferred  to  in  the  accompanying  affidavit  of  Mr,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley, 
to  which  refei«nce  is  here  made,  and  which  is  adopted  and  made  part  of 
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tins  affidavit,  a  copy  of  s&id  correspondence  having  been  sent  to  me  by 
the  Uaited  States  Secretary  of  State ;  that  before  being  launched,  the 
said  last-mentioned  Tesael  had  gilded  on  her  stem  the  vords  "  Caiiton, 
London ;"  that  on  the  day  she  was  launched  the  word  "  Canton"  had 
disappeared,  and  the  word  "  Pampero  "  was  gilded  where  it  had  been, 
and  also  was  seen  on  a  flag  which  floated  firom  one  of  her  masts;  tliat  I 
was  present  on  the  immediate  opposite  side  of  the  Clyde  at  the  time  of 
the  lannch,  the  river  being  there,  in  my  judgment  and  opinion,  about 
two  hundred  yards  wide ;  that  I  was  in  fall  view  of  the  ship,  and, 
besides,  had  a  atroDg  glass  with  which  to  aid  my  vision ;  that  there  were . 
not  a  great  many  persons  present,  but  1  had  pointed  out  to  me,  by  a 
gentleman  who  knew  them,  Messrs.  James  Cralbraith  and  Eobert  Hen- 
derson, known  members  of  the  firm  of  Patrick  Henderson  and  Co.,  and 
recognized  agents  in  Glasgow  of  W.  S.  Linsay  &  Co.,  of  London ;  that 
these  two  gentlemea,  in  company  with  oDe  or  two  others  whom  I  did  not 
know,  immediately  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  took  an  active  and 
conspicuous  part  in  looking  after  the  preparations  of  tbe  launch,  giving, 
apparently,  directions  concerning  it;  that  on  the  day  after  the  launch, 
1^  following  notice  of  it  was  published  in  the  same  words  in  the  Jonr- 
nal,  Mail,  and  Herald,  newspapers  published  in  Glasgow : 

"  Messrs.  James  adu  George  Thompson  launched,  yesterday,  itom  their 
building  yard  at  Goran,  a  screw  steamer  of  atmut  1,000  tons  register. 
This  vessel  has  been  constructed  for  London  owners,  and  as  she  took  the 
water,  was  named  the  '  Pampero,'  by  Mrs.  Galbraith.  After  tlie  lauuch, 
the  &ietids  of  the  owners  and  builders  present  atyoamed  to  the  model 
room,  when  the  usual  good  wishes,  on  such  occasions,  were  expressed 
and  reaponded  to." 

Tltat  prior  to  the  launch  of  said  ship,  I  had  frequently  seen  her,  and  I 
state  tl^t  she  was  at  flrat  constructed  with  eight  port-holes,  plainly  to 
be  seen :  that  a  short  time,  say  a  week  or  ten  days,  before  she  was 
launched,  those  port-holes  were  carefally  closed,  and  effaced  by  putty 
and  paint,  or  other  material,  so  that  no  trace  could  be  seen  of  them, 
except  that  the  hinges  of  their  doors  were  visible ;  that  I  have  the  fol- 
lowiDg  distinct  items  of  information  touching  said  vessel,  which  I  fully 
and  sincerely  believe  to  be  true,  most  of  which  can  be  verified  and 
established  by  an  in^>ection  of  the  vessel,  to  wit : 

1.  That  in  addition  to  the  port-holes  above  spoken  of  and  referred  to, 
she  was  at  first  constructed  with  eye  or  ring-bolts,  corresponding  with 
said  portholes,  suited  for  and  intended  to  h^idle  guns ;  that  these  eye- 
bolts,  with  one  or  two  exceptions^  have  been  removed,  and  the  places 
vhere  they  were  have  been  disguised  by  facings  on  the  bulwarks,  and 
the  ey«-bolt8  stowed  away  to  be  inserted  herea^r. 

2.  That  she  had  magazines  constructed ;  these  have  been  attempted 
to  be  concealed  and  disguised  under  the  appearance  of  water-tanks. 

3.  That  she  has  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers,  abd  sixteen  mess-racks, 
or  more,  for  eight  men  each. 

4.  Tliat  she  has  aboot  fifteen  holes  or  apertures  in  the  bottom,  duly 
secured  by  valves  and  stop-cocks,  for  the  rapid  introduction  of  water 
into  her  hold^  with  an  appropriate  number  of  pumps  to  pomp  it  out 
again  as  reqmred. 

6.  That  her  machinery  and  boilers  are  those  of  a  war  vessel,  all  under 
(he  water  line,  and  thus  out  of  reach  of  an  enemy's  shot,  while  at  the 
t  time  they  occupy  much  of  the  space  appropriated  to  cargo  in  a 


6.  That  the  form,  material,  and  arrangements  of  her  propeller  indicate 
that  she  is  a  vessel  of  war.  i    C  ■(K1«^lc 
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7.  That  her  bulwarks  are  about  eeven  feet  high,  so  as  to  conceal  her 
crew  from  the  sight  of  fui  opposing  vessel,  and  to  afl'ord  them  protection. 

8.  That  on  her  cut-water  or  bow,  immediately  under  the  bowsprit,  ia 
painted  or  gilded  a  miniature  figure,  about  a  foot  high,  of  the  goddess 
of  liberty,  with  a  staS'  in  her  hand,  on  which  is  surmounted  a  liberty  cap, 
and  what  is  intended,  I  believe,  the  palmetto  plant,  is  springing  up 
around  her  feet.  I  further  state  that  I  have  been  inform&3,  and  veri^ 
believe,  that  the  contract  with  the  Messrs.  Thompson  for  the  building  of 
said  ship  Pampero  was  and  is  entered  into  with  a  certain  party  acting 
as  the  agents  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America;  that 
Captain  Sinclair,  mentioned  in  the  exhibit JD)  to  Mr.  Dudley's  affidavit, 
together  with  Messrs.  Tennet  and  !Nortb,  officers  of  the  contMerate  navy, 
have  been  spending  most  of  this  year,  and  perhaps  a  part  of  last,  in 
Glasgow  and  its  vicinity,  and,  according  to  my  information  and  belief^ 
giving  necessary  oversight  and  attention  to  the  construction  of  said  ves- 
sel and  tlie  ram  first  mentioned ;  that  from  the  foregoing  facts,  and  the 
affidavits  of  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  John  Latham,  ^chibald  McClellan, 
and  William  Dryer,  and  facts  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge  in  a 
confidential  manner,  and  which  I  am  not  now  at  liberty  to  use,  I  am 
satisfied,  and  fully  believe,  said  vessel  Pampero  is  a  war  vessel,  built 
and  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States  irf  America,  to  commit' 
acts  of  hostility  and  make  war  upon  the  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States. 

W.  L.  TJISDEEWOOD. 
Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  in  Glasgow,  on  the  18th  day  of 
November,  1863. 

FEED.  "W.  TBEVOE,  CoUeolor. 


DeposiHon  of  Thomas  S.  Dudley, 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  an  oath  is  contrary  to  my  con- 
scientious scruples,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly  affirm  and 
declare  as  follows :  That  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  i>ort  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies;  that  soon  after  the  paT>- 
Ucation  hereinafter  referred  to  I  received  information  firom  the  govem- 
luent  of  the  United  States  that  certain  correspondence  between  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  so^alled  Confederate  States  of  America  and  their  agents 
to  their  representatives  and  agents  in  Europe  had  been  intercepted,  and 
that  the  same  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America;  that  soon  after  I  had  received  the  above  information 
I  received  from  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  a  copy  of  thie 
Daily  National  Intelligencer,  published  at  Washington,  on  Saturday, 
the  17th  day  of  January,  1863,  containing  the  publication  of  said  inter- 
cepted correspondence;  that  I  now  refer  to  the  said  copy  of  the  said 
newspaper,  which  is  annexed  and  signed  by  me  as  relative  hereto,  an.d 
particularly  to  certain  portions  of  said  correspondence  and  memorandam 
therein  published,  consisting:  1.  Of  duplicate  letter  from  Mr.MaUory  to 
Mr.  Mason,  dated  October  26, 1862.  2.  Letter  from  Oeocge  N.  Sanders 
to  Beed  Sanders,  dated  August  5, 1862.  3.  Unsigned  letter  or  memor- 
andum, (without  date,)  addressed  to  the  Hod.  S.  B.  Mallory,  secretary  of 
the  navy.  4.  Memorandum  following  the  last-mentioned  unsigned  letter 
or  memorandum,  without  date  or  address.  5.  Letter  from  Mr,  S.  H,  MaJ- 
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lory,  Becreteiy  of  the  navy,  to  the  Hon.  0.  G.  Memminger,  Becretary  of 
the  treasury,  dated  October  27, 1862.  6.  Letter  from  Mr.  Memminger  to 
Mr.  Mallory,  dated  October  30, 1862,  7.  Letter  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Mr. 
Hason,  dated  October  30,  1862;  -which  said  lettera  and  memoranda  are 
marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  respectively,  on  said  copy  of  newspa- 
per, and  initialled  by  me  as  relative  thereto ;  that  since  the  publication 
in  the  newspaper  above  mentioned  of  the  intercepted  correspondence,  I 
have  received  from  the  State  Department  the  oriRinal  mannscripta  from 
vhich  the  aforesaid  pnblication  was  made,  and  I  have  the  said  original 
mannscripts  in  my  possession  at  Liverpool,  and  am  prepared  to  produce 
them  when  reqnired  by  the  proper  authorities;  that  I  understand  and 
believe  the  house  of  Galbraith  &  Co.,  referred  to  in  memorandum  D, 
before  mentioned,  is  the  same  house  as  Messrs.  Patrick  Henderson  & 
Company,  of  Glasgow,  of  which  firm  Mr.  James  Galbraith  is,  I  believe, 
one  of  the  partners. 

THOMAS  H.  DDDLEY. 

Affirmed  at  &e  custom-house,  Glasgow,  the  lOth  day  of  I^ovember, 
1863. 

FBED'K  W.  TREVOB,  CoUeetor. 


DepoBttUm  of  John  Latham, 

I,  John  Latham,  of  No.  8  Douglas  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and 
county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  an  engineer,  and  have 
served  as  engineer  of  steamers  for  the  last  eight  years;  that  I  have 
served  on  board  of  war  ships  for  five  years,  and  for  about  five  months 
I  served  as  fireman  on  hoard  of  the  Alabama ;  that  I  have  also 
served  in  the  merchant  service  for  about  four  years ;  that  I  have  seen 
the  vessel  called  the  Pampero,  which  has  been  recently  launched  from 
the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  of  Glas- 
gow; tiiB.t  I  was  on  board  of  her  before  she  was  launched ;  that  nine 
port-holes  were  pierced  on  each  side  of  said  ship,  and  one  of  these  port- 
holes on  each  side  appeared  to  be  intended  as  a  gangway ;  that  before 
said  ship  was  launched  the  said  port-holes,  with  the  exception  of  one  on 
each  side,  were  closed  with  movable  shutters,  and  these  movable  shut- 
ters were  secured  by  rivets  on  the  inside,  and  T  saw  the  joints  or  seams 
where  the  shutters  met  filled  np  with  red  lead  putty  and  painted  over, 
and  nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  aforesaid  port-holes  but  the  hinges  of 
the  said  movable  shutters ;  that  I  obser\'ed  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  the  side 
of  the  said  ship  on  each  side  of  each  of  the  said  port-holes;  that  I  after- 
wards saw  some  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  removed,  and  the  sides  of 
the  ship  are  uow  cased  over,  and  the  places  intended  for  fastening  on  these 
rings  or  eye-bolts  are  not  now  visible ;  that  I  have  always  seen  similar 
rings  or  eye-bolts  in  the  men-of-war  in  which  I  have  8er\-ed,  and  they  are 
used  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  guns  and  of  moving  them  back- 
wards and  forwards ;  that  In  toe  merchant  vessels  in  which  I  have 
sailed  I  never  saw  such  rings  or  eye-bolts  as  I  have  described,  and  there 
is  no  use  for  them  in  merchant  vessels;  that  the  name  Canton,'Loudon, 
was  at  first  gilded  upon  the  stern  of  the  said  ship,  but  that  before  the 
said  ship  was  lannched  that  name  was  changed  to  Pampero ;  that  I  be- 
Ueve  the  said  ship  was  known  and  designated  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
Jamea  and  George  Thompson  as  the  frigate,  and  on  one  occasion  when 
I  was  in  the  yard,  I  asked  for  one  Charles  Gibson,  who  bad  been  in  the 
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emploTmeot  of  Messrs.  Thompson,  and  I  -waa  infonned  by  one  of  the 
engineers  working  in  the  yard  that  he  did  not  know  the  man,  but  that  if 
I  went  over  to  the  frigate  (pointiogto  the  said  vessel  now  called  the  Pam- 
pero) I  wonld  Ukely  find  him  t^ere ;  that  the  bnlwarks  of  said  ship  are  be- 
tween seven  and  eiglit  feet  in  height;  that  I  have  seen  the  boilers  and 
engines  of  said  vessel;  that  the  boUers  are  four  in  number,  and  are  flat 
in  construction ;  that  the  engines  are  horizontal,  and  tJie  whole,  both 
boilers  and  engines,  are  under  the  water  line;  that  the  constmction  of 
the  boilers  is  such  as  to  take  up  a  deal  of  carrying  space,  which  woold 
not  suit  a  merchant  vessel ;  that  in  order  to  save  space,  a  merchant  ship 
would  Ukely  have  two  boilers  in  place  of  four,  and  such  boilers  could 
be  made  of  the  same  extent  of  the  Pampero,  by  being  conatrQcted,as  is 
usual  in  merchant  ships,  above  the  water  line ;  that  the  eaidsliip  appears 
to  be  about  two  hundred  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  between  forty  and  fifty 
in  beam ;  that  from  the  whole  constniction  and  build  of  the  said  ship,  I 
consider  and  declare  that  the  said  ship  is  intended  and  adapted  for  war- 
like purposes,  and  not  for  mercantile  service. 

JOHN  LATHAM. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house  !n  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
November,  1863. 

FEED'K  W.  TREVOR,  CoUector. 


DepoBtUon  of  William  Dayer. 

L  William  Dayer,  ship-joiner,  of  No,  29  Salisbury  street,  in  the  city 
of  Glasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  pre- 
sently in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  ^p- 
builders  in  Glasgow,  and  have  been  in  their  employment  for  the  last 
three  weeks ;  that  a  vessel  has  been  recently  launched  from  the  ship- 
buUding  yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  called  the  Pam- 
pero; that  previous  to  being  launched  the  name  Canton,  London,  was 
gUded  on  said  ship's  stem,  and  the  day  before  the  said  ship  was  launched 
her  name  was  changed  to  Pampero ;  that  I  have  been  many  times  on 
board  of  said  vessel,  while  in  course  of  construction ;  that  the  said  ves- 
sel has  eight  port-holes,  besides  one  large  one  on  each  side;  that  th© 
large  one  might  serve  as  a  gangway;  that  these  port-holes  were  seen 
open  by  me,  but  that  they  were  afterwards  closed,  and  still  remcuiL 
closed ;  that  the  port-holes  have  been  closed  up  by  the  movable  shut- 
ters being  secured  on  the  inside  by  bolts,  and  the  joints  or  seams  closed 
np,  and  nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  port-holes  save  the  hinges ;  that 
rings  or  eye-bolts  were  fitted  on  the  deck  of  said  ship  on  each  side  of 
each  of  the  port-holes ;  that  the  object  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  appeared 
to  be  to  fasten  gnns,  and  serve  aa  a  means  of  moving  them  backwards 
and  forwards ;  that  seven  of  these  rings  or  eye-bolts  on  each  side  were 
removed  before  the  launch,  and  the  places  where  they  were  filled  up 
have  been  lined  up ;  that  the  ring  or  eye-bolts  opposite  one  port  hol« 
on  each  side  of  the  vessel  of  the  bows  still  remain ;  that  the  bulwarks 
of  said  vessel  are  about  seven  feet  in  height ;  that  there  are  abont  fifteen 
stop-cocks  and  valves  on  the  bottom  of  the  said  ship,  with  grating  on 
the  outside ;  that  some  of  these  are  very  close  to  one  another ;  that  the 
number  of  the  stop-cocks  and  valves  is  more  than  are  required  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  engines,  and  for  ordinary  ship  purposes,  and  I  believe  that 
the  extra  numt«r  have  been  fitted  with  a  view  to  adapt  the  said  ship  to 
warlike  purposes,  and  among  others  to  drown  the  magazine  in  ease  of 
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need ;  tliat  a  maffaEiDe  was  fitted  in  the  after  part  of  the  said  ship,  and 
consisted  of  four  compartments,  with  a  hole  on  the  top  of  each  large 
uumgh  to  admit  a  man,  and  there  is  a  hatch  on  each  hole ;  that  I  xras 
informed  by  a  carpenter  who  was  working  on  board  of  the  said  ship, 
and  aboat  the  aaid  compartments,  that  these  compartments  formed  the 
magazine,  and  I  beUeve  that  they  were  adapted  for  that  purpose  ;  that 
there  were  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers  fitted  np  in  said  ship 
along  the  side  in  the  forecaatle  between  decks ;  that  these  were  all  taken 
down,  marked  and  numbered,  and  packed  away  before  the  said  vessel 
was  launched ;  that  sixteen  mesa-racks  have  been  made  for  the  use  of 
aud  Tflssel,  and  more  are  to  be  made,  and  that  each  of  said  mess-racks 
contains  places  for  dishes  for  eight  men;  that  from  the  nnmber  of  lock- 
en  and  mess-racks  thus  constructed  for  said  ship,  taken  in  connection 
with  other  circumstances,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  and  believe,  that  the  said 
ship  is  not  intended  or  built  for  mercantile  service ;  that  I  cannot  state 
witii  accuracy  the  measurements  of  said  vessel,  but  I  think  her  length 
is  about  two  hundred  feet,  or  upwards,  and  her  watermark  about  'fif- 
teen feet  at  the  bow,  and  sixteen  feet  at  the  stem ;  that  I  cannot  state 
Hie  breadth  of  her  beam,  but  she  is  of  very  fine  proportions,  and  I 
believe  her  tonnage  to  be  about  one  thousand  tons^  builder's  measure- 
ment ;  that  the  gener^  belief  among  the  workmen  m  the  yard  is  that 
the  said  vessel  is  built  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  and  since  I  have  commenced  to  work  in  the  yard  of  the  said 
Jsmes  and  George  Thompson,  such  has  been  the  universal  reputation 
as  to  said  ship  among  my  fellow- workmen ;  that  among  us  she  generally 
weit  by  the  name  of  "  another  Alabama,"  "  another  290,"  and  snch  like 
names. 

WILLIAM  DATER. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  cnstom-house  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
November,  1863. 

FBED'K  W.  TEEVOE,  Oollectvr. 


D^pontion  of  WiUtam  Cook, 

I,  William  Cook,  of  No.  1,  Clermont  street,  in  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
uid  connty  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That  I  am  a  ship  broker 
and  commission  merchant  in  Glasgow ;  that  I  was  present  at  the  launch 
<rf  the  ship  called  the  Pampero,  on  the  2!>th  of  October,  1863,  from  the 
ship-yard  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  shipbuilders,  Glas- 
gow ;  that  I  am  acquainted  with  Messrs.  Robert  Henderson  and  James 
Oftlbraith,  ship  brokers  in  Glasgow,  and  partners  of  the  firm  of  Patrick 
Henderson  &  Co.,  merchants  in  Glasgow ;  that  the  said  firm  of  Patrick 
Henderson  &  Co.  are  reputed  to  act  as  agents  in  Glasgow  of  the  firm  of 
W.  S.  Lindsay  &  Co.,  of  London'^  that  on  the  aforesaid  occasion  of  the 
Ifumch  of  the  said  ship  Pampero,  I  saw  the  said  Robert  Henderson  and 
a  person  believed  by  me  to  be  James  Galbraith  present,  and  apparently 
acting  as  if  interested  therein;  that  I  afterwards  noticed  in  the  reporte 
which  appeared  in  the  Glasgow  newspapers  of  the  following  day,  that 
the  said  ship  Pampero  had  been  christened  by  Mrs.  Galbraith ;  that  I 
particularly  observed  the  said  ship  when  being  launched,  and  having 
been  for  many  years  a  nmater  in  the  merchant  service,  I  am  able  to 
jndge  of  the  appearance  and  build  of  said  ship ;  that  from  the  general 
appearance  and  build  of  said  ship,  as  so  seen  and  observed  by  me,  I 
declare  that  she  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  vessel  intended  for  war,  and  not 
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for  mercantile  service ;  that  lier  appeanwce  impressed  me  with  the  beliet 
that  she  was  adapted  for  war  purposes,  and  aot  for  mercantile  service. 

WILLIAM  COOK. 
Sworn  before  me  at  tiie  castom-hoose  in  G-lasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
November,  1863. 

FRED'K  W.  TBEVOE,  Collector. 


DepoHHon  of  Archibald  Mcl/ellan. 

I,  Archibald  McLellan,  joiner,  of  Ko.  45  Eglinton  street,  in  the  city 
cf  Glasgow  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say : 

That  I  have  been  employed  in  ship-building  yards  as  a  joiner  for  the 
last  nine  years ;  that  I  was  informed  aboat  &ve  months  ago,  by  James 
Henuing,  joiner,  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  G^rge  Thomp- 
son, that  they  were  bnilding  a  ram  and  a  privateer  in  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson  for  the  Confederate  States  of 
America ;  that  we  had  been  conyersing  about  the  screw  steamer  Georgia, 
which  had  about  that  time  sailed  fi?om  Clyde,  as  a  privateer,  and  in 
the  course  of  our  conversation  the  said  James  Henniag  volunteered 
the  above  information  regarding  the  ram  and  the  privateer;  that 
about  three  weeks  ago  I  casually  met  one  Kiulock,  a  carpenter,  in  the 
employment  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  in  the  course 
of  conversation  he  stated  that  he  was  engaged  fitting  up  magazines  on. 
board  of  the  new  vessel  built  by  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson 
called  the  Pampero,  and  he  said  be  was  fitting  them  np  as  water  tanks ; 
that  the  said  Kmlock  fiirther  stated  that  the  vessel  had  been  fitted  up 
with  Qiessrooms  for  a  large  crew,  and  that  these  had  been  taken  down 
and  marked,  with  a  view  to  be  put  up  again ;  that  I  have  frequently  seen 
the  said  ship  Pampero  while  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  about 
seven  weeks  ago  I  saw  her  lying  in  the  yard  of  the  said  James  and 
George  Thompsou,  and  I  observed  that  there  were  eight  port-holes 
pierced  in  the  side  of  the  said  ship  which  was  towards  me,  three  of  which 
port-holes  were  larger  than  the  other  five,  and  might  be  used  as  well  for 
gangways  as  for  the  sweep  of  pivot-guns :  that  the  said  port  holeH  were 
then  open ;  that  since  the  said  ship  was  launched,  I  liave  seen  her  on 
frequent  occasious,  and  I  then  observed  that  the  port-holes  above  men- 
tioued,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  closed  up,  and  nothing  is 
visible  of  these  port-holes  but  the  hinges  j  that  on  one  occason,  in  the 
course  of  last  week,  I  was  on  board  of  said  ship,  as  she  lay  in  the  river 
Clyde,  and  I  observed  four  eye-bolte  opposite  certain  of  the  port-holes, 
which  I  saw  were  Intended  for  securing  guns :  that  on  frequent  occasions, 
besides  those  above  referred  to,  I  have  heard  from  various  persons  in  the 
eiuploymeut  of  the  said  James  and  George  Thompson  that  the  said  ship 
Pampero  was  beiug  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  tUe 
said  ship  had  the  uuiversal  reputation  among  these  persons  of  being  a 
vessel  of  war  or  privateer  for  the  Confederate  States ;  that  the  conetruo- 
tiou  of  said  ship  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  accordance  with  that  reputation, 
and  in  the  course  of  my  experience  I  have  not  seen  a  vessel  built  for  the 
merchant  service,  of  similar  construction  as  the  said  ship  Pampero,  and 
I  believe  that  the  said  ship  Pampero  is  built  for  warlike  purposes,  not 
for  the  merchant  service. 

AECHXBALD  McLELLAN. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  cnstom-hoose  in  Glasgow,  this  10th  day  of 
ITovember,  1863. 

FBED'K  W.  TBEVOB,  Colleotor. 
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Earl  £uneU  to  Mr.  Adama. 

FOEEIGN  Ofpiob,  November  16, 1863. 
SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  inclosing  further  papers  respectiag  the  Canton,  and  I  have 
to  Btat«  to  yon  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  the  same 
to  the  proper  department  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  Uie  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  hmnble  aerrant, 

BU88ELL. 
Chabucs  Fbahcis  Adams,  Esq ,  dec,  £c.,  dko. 


Mr.  Dttdtei/  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

'So.  186.]  United  States  OonsdUlTE, 

Liverpool,  November  24, 1863. 

Sib  :  The  government  have  instructed  one  of  their  officials  at  Olasgow 
to  inquire  Into  the  matter  of  the  constmction  of  war  steamer  Pampero, 
imildin^  there  by  the  Thompsons  for  the  confederates. 

Tbay  have  the  power,  nnder  the  Scotch  law,  to  snmmon  witneaaea, 
and  compel  them  to  testify.  Pending  the  inquiry,  they  have  placed 
the  vessel  under  surveUlance,  and  stataooed  a  gnoboat  to  watch  her. 

If  the  officer  is  only  honest  in  his  investigation,  and  deairons  of  ascer- 
taining the  troth,  all  will  be  well,  and  the  vessel  stopped ;  but  if  be  acts 
a&  most  of  the  other  subordinate  officials  with  whom  I  have  had  to  deal, 
ha  vill  whitewash  the  vessel  and  let  her  go.  I  think  her  Majesty's  gev- 
emment  are  now  in  earnest  and  disposed  to  do  what  is  right.  I  was  up 
at  Glasgow  again  on  Saturday  last  •  •  •  •  •  He  told  ne  that  the 
vessel  Pampero  is  for  the  coruFederates.  He  says  that  Lieutenant  Sin- 
clair is  superintending  her  construction,  and  that  P.  Henderson  &  Go., 
the  agents  of  the  confederacy  at  Glasgow,  pay  the  money  for  her.  The 
honse  of  P.  Henderson  &  Co.  is  composed  of  Patrick  Henderson  and  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Galbraith,  and  is  the  same  house  referred  to  by 
George  'S.  Sanders,  in  the  intercepted  correspondence,  as  Galbraith  & 
Oo^  of  Scotland.  Galbraith's  wiie,  you  will  recollect,  christened  this 
vessel.  He  says  it  is  the  custom  of  the  Thompsons,  when  they  get  a  con- 
tract for  building  a  vessel,  to  make  a  draught  of  her,  and  to  place  upon 
the  draught  the  name  of  the  vessel,  and  the  flag  tinder  which  she  is  to 
■ail ;  that  in  this  caee  the  name  was  Virginia,  and  the  flag  the  confed- 
erate ;  that  this  flag  was  painted  upon  the  draught.  He  aajs  that  the 
dng-bolta,  a  wheel  below  the  water-line  for  steenng  the  vessel,  and  two 
powder  magazines  were  in,  and  many  of  the  other  flxturea  necessary  for  a 
vessel  of  war;  bat  these  were  all  removed  before  the  vessel  was  launched, 
and  he  knows  where  they  are.  She  also  has  made,  and  ready  to  be  put 
in  her,  one  hundred  and  twenty  copper  powder  tanks.  •  •  •  •  • 
He  says  her  armament  is  only  to  be  eleven  guns.  My  previous  informa- 
tion is  that  it  ia  to  be  almost  doable  this  ntmiber. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLKZ. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sswabd, 

Seoretaryo/  State.  D,ci,izedbyGoOgle 
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Mr,  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtlMit.] 

No.  562.]  LxiaATiON  OF  THE  Unitsd  States, 

ZondoKy  J>ecemi>er  10, 1S63. 
Sm:  •••••• 

Meanwhile  (Earl  Boaaell  said)  tiie  goyemment  vonld  pnrsne  its  famet 
policy,  and  use  its  power  in  preventiug  all  violations  of  neatrality.  Act- 
ing iD  this  sense  he  believed  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  pretty 
mach  come  to  the  conclusion  to  Boatain  proceedings  against  the  Teaael 
cfdled  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieot  servant, 

OHA£LEa  FIEA^CIS  AT>AM3. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Seoretarg  of  State. 


Mr.  Adami  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  556.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  11, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  BnaaeU 
of  the  5th  instant,  transmitting  a  number  of  depositions  from  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, the  consul  at  Glasgow,  in  the  case  of  tiie  Pampero,  and  like- 
wise one  of  Mb  lordship,  in  acknowledgment.  Copies  of  the  depositiMia 
are  also  appended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

CBABIjES  FBAUCIS  AnAMfl. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Stctetary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Sari  BuB$eil. 


Mt  LoKO  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  depoMtiona 
furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  tJnderwood,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Glasgow,  all  relatmg  to  the  outfit  of  the  vessel  called  the  Canton  or  the 
Pampero  at  that  port. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  aasarancea  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  moat  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLES  FEAa"CIS  ADAJJB. 

Bight  Hon.  Easl  Bussell,  <&€.,  dx.,  dx.    . 


Deposition  of  John  MeOibbon. 

I,  John  McGibbon,  a  riveter,  residing  at  63  King's  street,  Tradeston, 
Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say:  Ibavebeenoght 
monuis  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  bat 
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iras  Qot  all  tliat  time  employed  on  the  Pampero.  I  left  the  employment 
three  days  before  she  was  launched.  She  was  named  the  Canton,  which 
name  wa3  in  gilt  letters  on  each  side  of  her  bow.  It  waa  the  general 
opinion  that  name  would  be  changed,  and  that  chiedy  for  the  reason 
that  a  ship's  name  is  almost  always  carved  or  cut  in,  while  the  name 
Cuitou  was  only  put  wi  by  temporary  gilt  letters.  I  saw  that  there 
were  eight  port-holes  in  the  ship,  besides  two  larger  ones,  (one  on  each 
ode,)  both  when  they  were  open  and  when  they  were  closed.  I  saw  also 
that  ring-bolts  or  gim-&8t8  were  pat  on,  (similar  to  those  of  the  Blaclc 
Prince,  on  which  I  wrought  when  she  was  being  constrocted,)  and  I  knew 
that  they  were  afterwards  removed.  Nothing  is  now  visible  of  the  port- 
holes except  the  hinges  of  the  shutters  which  have  been  pat  on.  The 
nse  of  the  eye-boltfi'  or  gun-fasts  is  to  fasten  gans  and  move  them  back- 
wards and  forwards.  The  height  of  the  ship's  bulwarks  was  about  seven 
feet  The  number  of  stop-cocks  and  valves  (there  were  six  or  seven  on 
each  side,  with  grating  on  the  outside)  is  greater  than  is  osually  the  case 
in  other  vessels.  Some  of  these  amidships  are  close  to  one  another.  I 
cannot  say  for  what  purpose  there  are  so  many,  but  there  are  more  than 
would  be  necessary  for  engine  and  other  purposes.  They  cotUd  be 
made  useful  in  drowning  the  magazine  if  that  were  wished.  Underneath 
the  boiler  seat  and  engine  seat  the  vessel  is  plated,  and  there  is  a  tier 
of  plating  abov«  the  engine,  making  her  loach  stronger  than  any  other 
vessel  having  a  wooden  bottom.  I  know  of  a  magazine  having  been  fitted 
ap  la  the  after-part  of  the  ship  with  a  hatch-hole  capable  of  admitting  a 
man.  I  observed  there  were  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  lockers  fitted 
np  in  said  ship  along  the  side  in  the  forecastle,  between  decks.  There 
MB  four  or  five  water-tanks  between  decks,  between  where  the  bunkers 
should  be  placed.  I  was  not  employed  working  on  board  the  ship  for 
some  time  before  I  left,  but  T  was  on  board  every  day,  at  the  meal  hours, 
Beeisg  what  was  doing.  It  was  believed  by  myself  and  by  all  my  fellow- 
workmen  that  the  ship  was  fitted  up  as  a  vessel  of  war,  intended  for  the 
government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  at  least,  it  was  so 
reported.  The  ship  has  no  accommodation  for  such  stowage  as  would  be 
required  by  a  vessel  in  the  merchant  service.  The  hatches  were  similarly 
ooDStmcted  to  those  of  other  vessels,  but  smaller,  and  with  regard  to 
h^  mdder  it  was  composed  of  brass  plates  and  brass  rivets,  which  ia 
aeldom  the  case  with  an  ordinary  vessel ;  and  the  propeller  )s  of  solid 
brass,  which  is  also  very  unusual.  These  are  generally  made  of  cast-iron. 
All  this  is  truth,  as  I  ^all  answer  to  God. 

J.  McGIBBON. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  December  21, 1863. 


D^potiUon  oj  Jaine»  Soss. 

I,  James  Ross,  clerk  to  Mr.  Henry  Miller,  13  Virginia  Street,  Glasgow, 
and  residing  at  136  West  Graham  street,  Glasgow,  in  the  county  of  Lanark, 
make  oath  and  say :  That  on  this  23d  day  of  November,  1863, 1  visited 
the  yard  of  Danach  &  Espie,  boat-builders  and  carpenters,  Anlgowor 
street,  Glasgow,  and  there  saw  two  new  life-boats  and  two  new  long  or 
jolly  boats,  which  are  Just  completed ;  that  these  boats  are  presently 
being  painted,  which  is  the  last  thing  to  be  done  to  them;  that  I  was  in- 
formed by  James  TJrqnehart,  the  foreman  boat-bailder,  and  also  by  Dun- 
can McDtarmid,  a  wright  who  was  employed  on  them,  that  they  were 
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ordered  by  Messrs.  James  and  George  Thompson,  and  are  intended  for 
the  ship  Pampero,  recently  built  by  them ;  that  each  of  said  boata  has 
six  cross- beams,  and  provision  is  made  for  eight  oars  ;-that  they  are  abont 
twenty  fieet  in  length,  and  about  eight  feet  in  breadth  of  beam ;  that  the 
said  Duncan  McDiarmid  Informed  me  that  said  boats  are  very  strongly 
constructed,  and  that  there  is  extra  work  at  the  stem  of  each  of  them, 
which  is  unnsualiu  the  other  long  or  jolly  boats;  that  between  the  stem 
itself  and  the  aft.  cross-be^as  there  is  a  transverse  piece  of  wood  (black 
birch)  eleven  inches  deep  and  fonr  and  a  half  laches  thick,  and  then 
are  besides  four  diagonal  pieces  to  strengthen  the  former  and  keep  it  in 
its  place,  thus : 


The  said  transverse  beam  anddiagonals  are  made  movable  so  th^caa 
be  taken  out  and  replaced  at  pleasure.  That  in  the  center  of  said 
beam  is  a  hole  which  he  stated  was  for  a  swivel,  for  the  purpose  of 
a  gnn  being  there  placed  and  wrought.  That  McDiarmid  stated  that 
lately  they  were  hurried  to  get  said  boats  in  readiness,  but  that  now 
they  are  not  so  pushed  for  them.  All  which  is  truth,  as  I  shall  ansvec 
toOod. 

JAMES  BOSS. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  of  customs,  Glasgow,  November  23, 1863> 


D^otition  of  John  McQueen  Barr. 

I,  John  McQueen  Barr,  clerk  to  Henn'  Miller,  of  No.  13  Yirginia  street, 
GlsbSgow,  and  residing  at  No.  80  New  City  lioad  there,  make  oath  mi 
say :  That  I  know  by  sight  a  person  calhng  himself  Captain  Sinclair, 
and  another  called  Captain  Tennant,  and  have  been  informed  that  both 
are  from  the  Confederate  Stotes  of  America  and  connected  with  the 
government  of  those  States ;  that  I  am  aware  that  both,  as  well  u 
a  Captain  North,  resided  for  some  time  at  the  Bridge  of  Allan  and 
also  in  Glasgow ;  that  I  know  their  lodgings  in  Glasgow  to  be 
in  India  street^  that  on  the  second  day  of  this  present  month  of 
November  I  saw  Tennant  and  Sinclair  in  compauy  together  at  Bridge  of 
Allan }  that  I  have  been  shown  a  photograph  containing  a  groap  of 
four  males  and  three  females ;  that  one  of  the  four  represents  Siuclair, 
and  another  is  Tennant.  It  was  from  this  that  I  first  identified  Sinclair 
in  person,  and  he  was  afterwards  pointed  out  to  me  as  one  of  a  number 
of  American  strangers  who  had  been  located  there  during  the  antmnn 
months,  and  I  was  then  informed  he  was  named  Sinclair.  I  had  seen 
him  at  Bridge  of  Allan  previously,  though  I  did  not  know  anything  of 
him  theoj  that  on  the  3Ist  day  of  October  last  I  ezranined  in  Stemug 
the  file  of  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Beporter,  uid  sdected  the  following  from 
the  list  of  visitors ; 

April  5,  1863. — Captain  and  Mrs.  North,  Miss  North,  Captain  9in- 
eliur,  Confederate  States  of  America,  at  Mrs.  Lanark's,  BeUoMr  House. 
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JfoyS,  1863. — Captain,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Kortb,  Charleston,  Virginia; 
Captain  Sinclair,  at  Belmair  Honse. 

July  6, 1S63. — Captain,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  S'orth,  Confederate  States,  at 
fietmair  Hoase. 

March  28, 1863.— Mr.  andMr&Tennant.Bt  J.MiUei'8,We11wood  House. 
And  I  obtained  the  following  information  as  te  the  several  iodgings  they 
had  occnpied :  Ist.  Mrs.  Pattison's,  Fountain  Boad ;  2d.  Mrs.  Smarfr's, 
Belmair  Honae ;  3d.  Miss  McDonald's,  Prospect  Villa ;  4th.  Mrs.  Smart's 
again ;  5th.  J.  Miller's  Wellwood  House ;  6th.  Mrs.  Young's,  Anpeld 
B(«d— all  Bridge  of  AUan. 

That  since  the  9tii  day  of  the  present  month  I  have  seen  Sinclair 
sereral  times  in  Glasgow. 

M  of  wliiuh  is  tmtb,  as  I  shall  answer  to  God. 

JOHN  M.  BAJBB. 

Swom  before  the  collector  of  customs,  Glasgow,  November  23, 1863. 


SepoaiUonM  of  William  McCambridge  and  WiUiam  Carrick. 

I,  William  McCambridge,  shipwright,  of  the  town  of  Govan  and 
county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  Tliat  on  the  day  the  vessel  called 
and  known  as  the  Pampero  anived  at  the  public  cr»iie  on  the  Broom- 
ielaw,  in  Glasgow,  abont  four  weeks  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
her  machinery,  having  some  curiosity  to  see  her  fittings,  &c.,  from  the 
reports  I  had  heard  concerning  her,  I  went  on  board  of  her,  and  went 
over  nearly  the  whole  of  her,  making  sncb  examination  of  her  as  I  was 
able.  From  this  examinationj  and  from  my  experience  as  a  shipwright^ 
I  state  that  many  of  her  Sttmgs  were  and  are  quite  different  from  and 
milike  what  are  neoal  and  customary  on  merchant  vessels,  whether  screw 
or  paddle- wheeled.  The  vessel  Pampero  is  a  screw  steamer,  having  been 
bnilt  in  the  shipyard  of  J.  &  G.  Thompson,  near  Glasgow ;  but  having 
been  employed  for  two  years  aa  a  shipwright  in  vessels  of  war  of  her 
Majesty's  dockyard  at  Portsmouth,  I  saw  at  once  that  many  of  her  fit- 
tings were  evidently  those  of  a  vessel  of  war.  Tho  engines  and  boilers 
of  the  Pampero,  eight  feet  three  inches  in  height,  have  been  placed  and 
are  under  the  water  line,  as  is  usual,  for  obvious  reasons,  in  vessels  of 
war,  but  very  unusual  in  merchant  vessels.  ■  At  each  end  of  the  engine- 
room  there  is  on  the  Pampero  a  donkey  engine  fitted  that  I  have  never 
observed  on  merchant  vessels,  but  common  on  vessels  of  war.  The  deck 
beams  of  the  Pampero  are  placed  much  closer  together  than  on  any 
merchant  steamer  I  have  ever  seen,  there  being  one  riveted  to  every 
fi^me^  and  only  eighteen  inches  from  center  to  center.  The  decks,  of 
red  pine,  are  also  unusually  thick,  being  four  and  a  half  inches,  and  evi- 
dently calculated  and  intended  to  carry  heavy  weight  on  deck.  The 
Pampero  is  provided  with  a  double  steering  wheel,  placed  about  six  or 
eight  feet  under  the  upper  deck,  and  on  the  upper  deck  there  is  another 
umilar  steering  wheel.  There  were  two  yokes  or  tillers  connected  with 
those  wbeds  under  deck,  with  the  necessary  blocks  and  leads  for  tiller 
ropes,  as  in  war  vessels.  At  the  interval  of  about  four  days  after  this 
Srst  examination,  I  again  went  on  board  the  Pampero,  and  found  that 
the  lower  steering  wheel  had  been  removed,  but  that  tlie  tiles  and  fib- 
tings  remained.  The  cabins  on  the  upper  or  gun  deck  of  the  Pampero 
are  all  hinged  for  removal  as  a  vessel  of  war,  to  enable  the  deck  to  be 
cleared  for  action,  fore  and  aft.    Her  deck  ports,  or  portholes,  of  which 
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there  are  eight  on  a  aide,  are  raised  sixteen  or  eighteen  inches  above  the 
main  deck,  showing  they  are  not  intended  to  carry  off  water  or  the 
sweepings  of  the  ship.  The  hinges  of  the  cabins  and  the  raised  position 
of  the  ports  are  appix^riate  to  war  vessels,  but  unusual  and  inappro- 
priate to  merchant  vessels ;  and  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  judgment,  and 
l>elief,  as  a  shipwright,  having  worked  at  the  trade  for  thirteen  years,  in 
merchant  and  war  vessels,  that  the  Pampero  is  built  and  intended  as  a 
vessel  of  war,  and  to  bo  used'  for  war  purposes,  and  not  as  a  merchant 
vesseL  She  has  been  so  held  and  reputed  to  be  in  the  yard  of  Messrs. 
Thompson,  where  she  was  built,  and  where  I  worked  on  her  previous  to 
the  16th  of  February  last,  by  all  hands,  and  to  be  intended  for  the  Oon- 
federate  States  of  America,  being  called  and  known  in  the  yard  as  the 
eecond  "Alabama,"  second  "200,"  and  such  like  names;  and  I  have  fi?e- 
Quently  seen  two  persons  pointed  out  to  me  as  Captains  ^orth  and  Sin- 
i^air  giving  directions  and  apparently  superintending  the  work  and 
operations  in  the  Pampero  as  though  they  wete  interested  therein ;  and 
I  recognize  and  identify  the  two  persons  in  the  photograph  shown  to  me 
of  a  family  group,  under  which  is  written  the  names  of  Xorth,  Sinclair, 
and  others,  and  here  referred  to.  I  fUrther  state  that  the  Pampero  has 
telescope  funnels,  which  is  very  nnusoal  in  merchant  vessels,  but  very 
comihon  in  vessels  of  war,  I  have  worked  in  J.  &  G-.  Thompson's  yard 
about  gve  years  previous  to  about  the  15th  of  Febniary  last ;  since  then 
in  A.  &  J.  Angle's,  and  have  been  intimate  with  Thompson's  yard  and 
liajids  up  to  this  time. 

WILLIAM  McCAMBEIDGB. 

Sworn  before  the  collector  at  Glasgow,  ]^ovember  2S,  1863. 

I,  William  Carrick,  shipwright,  residing  at  K"o.  4  Ferrol  street,  Relim- 
bangh,  near  Glasgow,  and  county  of  Lanark,  make  oath  and  say :  That 
I  have  heard  the  statement  and  affidavit  of  William  McCnmbridge  fully 
and  distinctly  readj  that  I  was  present  with  and  acccmipanied  the  said 
William  McCambndge  on  both  occasions  and  visits  to  the  Pampero, 
which  he  in  his  said  affidavit  and  statement  refers  to  and  describes ;  and 
I  ftilly  and  understandingly  concur  and  agree  with  each  and  all  of  said 
descnptions  and  specifications  of  and  concerning  the  vessel  Pampero, 
and  that  the  said  Pampero  is  different  from  a  merchant  vessel  and  like 
to  a  war  vessel  in  the  parts  and  points  he  has  designated  and  specified. 
I  also  unite  and  concur  with  him  in  the  opinion  t£at  said  vessel  Pam- 
pero was  and  is  built  and  designed  for  war  purposes,  or  a  vessel  of  war, 
and  not  for  a  merchant  vessel.  I  further  state  that  I  concur  with  him 
as  to  the  general  reputation  of  the  Pampero  as  a  war  vessel,  intended 
and  built  for  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  as  also  in  regard  to 
Captains  North  and  Sinclair,  the  confederate  agents,  superintending  the 
bnUding  of  said  vessel.  I  therefore  adopt  said  affidavit  as  my  own,  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  repetition,  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  himself 
as  a  shipwright.  I  have  never  worked  in  any  of  her  Majesty's  ship- 
yards, but  have  worked  at  the  trade  of  shipwright  for  fifteen  years  last 
past.  I  worked  in  Thompson's  yard  three  years,  and  am  well  acquainted 
with  his  hands. 

WILLIAM  CAEEICK. 

•    Sworn  before  the  collector  of  Glasgow,  November  28, 1863. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Sari  Muatell  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

FoBEiGN  Ofpioe,  December  5, 1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  inclosing  copies  of  sevei^  depositions  ftimished  to  yon 
by  Mr.  Underwood,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Glasgow,  relative 
to  the  ontfit  of  the  vessel  called  the  Canton  or  the  Pampero  at  that  port, 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  these  papers  shall  be  consid- 
ered by  her  M^eaty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  homble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  dkc,  &c. 


Mr.  AAamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  665.]  Leoatton  of  the  Uihted  States, 

LondOTi,  January  1, 1864. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  note  addressed  by  mei 
to  Loid  Bnssell,  on  the  28th  of  December,  in  relation  to  certain  movu- 
nents  contemplated  by  the  rebels  in  this  country,  and  of  his  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Setvakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RwtaeU. 

Leoatiom  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Decemb^  28, 1863. 

Ut  Lobd  :  From  snch  informatioD  as  is  believed  by  me  to  be  entitled 
to  credit,  although  it  is  not  at  present  in  my  x>ower  to  submit  the  evi- 
dence directly  to  your  lordship,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  apprise  yoo  of  the 
fiwt  that  a  number  of  persons,  not  less  than  thirty,  bare  lately  arrived 
ftom  the  United  States,  with  the  intention  to  embark  in  the  steamer 
Pampero,  now  at  Glasgow,  on  a  hostile  expedition  against  the  United 
States.  Of  these  persons,  some  eleven  or  twelve,  including  one  Dr.  Yal- 
Iwdigham,  from  the  State  of  Delaware,  are  now  in  Liverpool,  and  the 
others  are  either  in  London  or  Glasgow.  Captain  Sinclair,  who  has  been 
here  for  more  tfaan  a  year^  is  designated  to  take  the  command.'  He  has 
left  Glasgow  from  fear  of  rnqniry,  and  is  now  living  elsewhere  under  an 
assnmed  name.  A  person  by  the  name  of  Colin  McKensey,  of  Balti- 
more, but  now  residing  in  London,  fumiahes  the  payments  to  the  men, 
and  is  mentioned  as  the  paymaster  for  the  vessel. 

I  am  further  informed  that  these  are  a  most  daring  and  reckless  set 
of  men,  who  at  onemomentcontemplatedtheprojectof  seizing  the  Pam- 
pero and  running  her  out  of  the  port  of  Glasgow,  either  by  force  or  fraad. 
This  scheme  is,  however,  for  the  present  abandoned,  especially  as  hopes 
have  been  inspired  by  Lieutenant  Maury,  who  has  lately  visited  those 
remaining  at  Liverpool,  that  the  object  will  be  accomplished  ia  a  simpler 

^^'  r    iz^dbCJOOglc 
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The  desperate  natare  of  the  class  of  persooB  to  which  these  men  be- 
long in  the  United  States  is  so  well  known  to  me,  that  1  shall  not  be 
aurprised  to  find  them  at  any  moment  attempting  some  scheme  to  seize 
a  Teasel  that  promises  success,  even  though  it  be  in  defiance  of  the  lav 
aa  well  as  of  the  power  of  this  kingdom.  For  these  reasons  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  submit  the  private  information  I  have  obtained,  even 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  be  authenticated  in  the  nsual  manner. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  asBurancea  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant, 

CKAJEILES  FRANCia  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  BusselL,  <£<;.,  i£c.,  t&c 


Earl  Bmsell  to  Mr.  Adama. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  December  29, 1863 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  respecting  a  number  of  persons,  said  to  be  of  desperate 
character,  who  are  reported  to  have  lately  arrived  in  this  country,  and 
I  have  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  caused  the  information  con- 
tained in  yonr  letter  to  be  communicated  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  with  a  view  to  snch  measures  being  taken  as 
the  law  allows  to  defeat  any  such  attempts  as  are  therein  alluded  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
Ohables  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dx.,  £e.,  dx. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  803.]  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Wathinfflon,  January  6, 1861 
Sib  :  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  December  IL 
ISo.  556,  together  with  its  accompaniment,  namely,  your  note  addressed 
to  Earl  Kusseli,  with  proofs  in  the  case  of  the  Canton  alias  the  Pampero, 
a  piratical  steamer,  which  is  being  built  at  Glasgow.  Later  advices  by 
telegram  state  that  her  Majesty's  government  has  forbidden  the  depart- 
iire  of  that  hostile  craft.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  information  is 
correct. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  FRAHcra  Adams,  Esq.,  i&e.,  i&e.,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Semard. 

[EltTftCt-l 

"Sio,  586.J  Legation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

Lmidon,  January  ^  1864 
SiE:  In  regard  to  the  hope  expressed  in  your  No.  803  of  tiie  6tli  in- 
stant, that  the  mmor  of  the  stopping  of  the  Pampero  at  Glasgow  mi^t 
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imve  brna,  you  vill  l<Mif;  ere  this  have  received  fall  conflnnatioo  of  it. 
1  had  coitBidered  Lord  Bnasell's  intimatioQ  to  me,  an  reported  to  you  in 
my  No.  552,  of  the  lOth  of  December,  bo  distinct,  tjbat  I  had  little  doubt 
of  the  result  from  that  moment  It  is  announced  in  the  newspapers  that 
the  trial  will  oome  on  in  about  a  month. 

One  good  effect  of  these  varioas  proceedings  has  been  to  remove  all 
farther  anslety  reapecting  the  destination  of  the  formidable  iron-clad 
ram  in  process  of  construction  at  the  same  place.  That  she  was  ordered 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  rebels  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt.  She  has 
tiow  been  purchased  by  the  Danish  government,  as  I  learn  ttoia  the 
minister,  M.  de  Bille. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  Sgwabd, 

8eoretarjf  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extmat.] 

No.  628.]  liEOATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  23, 1861. 

Sir:     •  *  •  •  •  •  • 

I  likewise  send  snch  information  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  respecting 

the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  tbe  Pampero  at  Glasgow.    It  would  seem 

that  the  Boot«h  jarists  feel  themselves  less  embarrassed  by  technical 

difficulties  than  their  brethren  in  this  kingdom. 

I  leam  &om  a  good  source  that  there  will  be  a  difference  of  opinfoh 
among  the  law  lords  in  the  appealed  case  respecting  the  Alexandra. 
Bat  I  know  not  how  this  will  affect  the  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewasd, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


[sup  from  the  Horning  Star  of  Huoh  33, 1864.] 

While  the  Alexandra  case  has  got  into  a  position  of  such  hopeless ' 
muddle  that  even  the  judgment  of  the  supreme  court,  before  which  it 
was  last  pleaded,  can  do  nothing  more  than  settle  a  point  of  form  as  to 
the  powers  of  the  exchequer  judges  to  make  certain  rules,  it  is  somewhat 
satisl^tory  to  find  that  in  a  similar  cause  now  before  the  Scotch  courts 
a  jadgmeut  has  already  been  given  which  goes  to  the  marrow  of  the 
vexed  question  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  The  Pampero  was 
seized  in  the  Clyde  under  very  much  the  same  circomstances  as  the 
Alexandra  was  detained  in  the  Mersey,  upon  the  allegation  that  she  was 
being  fitted  out  as  a  confederate  privateer.  Unfortunately  for  the  repu- 
tation of  Glasgow,  the  Japan — now  the  Georgia — had  formerly  managed 
to  escape,  and  commence  her  detestable  work  of  burning  the  merchant 
ships  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  seizing  the  Pampero  the  gov- 
eniment  were  thus  not  acting  without  having  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
althongh  the  parties  implicated,  like  their  Liverpool  associates,  have  not 
15  A  0— TOL.  n 
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been  vithoat  abettors  in  Parliament.  l%e  ease  came  before  the  excbeqnet 
jadge  of  the  court  of  seasiou,  npon  an  elaborate  information  at  the 
instance  of  the  Crown,  iramed  apparently  npon  the  model  of  that  whick 
has  been  so  wcdl  torn  to  pieces  in  the  Alexandra  discuseaons.  The 
defendants  took  exceptions  to  the  relevancy  in  point  of  law  of  certain  of 
the  connts  in  the  indictment,  upon  the  same  gronnds  as  were  urged  by 
Sir  Hngh  Cairns  and  his  brethren  in  the  exchequer  court.'  They  con- 
tended that  these  objections  should  be  disposed  of  before  trial,  but  the 
extsbequer  jndge  decided  that  it  would  be  better  to  get  at  tbe  facts  is 
the  first  instance  before  dealing  with  tbe  objections  to  the  relevancy, 
and  appointed  a  day  for  trial.  Tbe  defendants  appealed  to  the  "Inner 
House,"  which  fulfills  in  ScotTand  the  functions  of  the  exchequer  chamber 
in  such  cases  as  the  present,  and  on  Friday  last  their  lordships  united 
in  a  very  sound  judgment,  which  wemaywellcommcnd  to  the  attention 
of  the  lord  chief  baron,  and  those  who  have  span  so  many  flimsy  theories 
in  favor  of  privateer  builders  out  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  statute. 

Two  leading  objection  ewere  taken  by  the  defendants:  first,  that  with 
which  we  are  now  tolerably  familiar,  that  as  the  information  did  not 
contain  any  allegation  of  arming^  the  statutory  words  "  equip,  fit  ont, 
and  furnish  "  were  not  applicable  m  regard  to  a  cruiser  or  vessel  intended 
to  commit  hostilities ;  and  the  second,  that  the  statute  is  not  directed 
against  those  who  merely  equip  a  vessel  even  when  it  is  intended  to 
commit  hostilities,  if  the  hostilities  are  not  meditated  by  the  actoal 
equippers,  but  by  purchasers,  or  parties  into  whose  hands  the  vesed 
may  ultimately  come.  TTpon  the  first  objection  we  had  the  opportunity 
of  making  some  comments  whCTi  the  Alexandra  case  was  tried,  and  when 
the  lord  chief  baron  was  reported  to  have  ruled  upon  the  antbority  of  a 
dictionary  that  all  tbe  three  expressions  above  quoted  meant,  and  in  tiie 
case  of  a  cruiser  could  mean,  something  else  than  actual  arming.  Unfor- 
tunately the  points  of  law  in  the  EugUsh  trial  have  never  come  up 
purely  upon  their  merits,  but  the  whole  proceedings  have  been  from 
first  to  last  a  confused  wrangle,  little  creditable  to  English  jurisprudence. 
It  is  all  the  more  important,  tliereforc.  to  have  the  decisive  rnUiig  of  the 
Scotch  judges  upon  the  meaning  of  this  imperial  statute.  In  tbe  conrt 
of  review  tiie  finding  of  the  exchequer  judge,  that  all  the  qaestions  of 
law  should  be  postponed  until  after  tbe  trial  of  the  facts,  was  not  entirely 
assented  to,  the  judges  concurring  that  it  would  be  better  to  dispose  at 
once  of  those  objections  {o  tbe  information  which  related  solely  to  the 
construction  of  the  statute.  That  which  related  to  the  "  arming  "  theory 
was  very  summarily  set  aside  by  the  lord  president  (ftlcKeill)  in  a  manner 
.  antagonistic  to  the  ruling  of  tiie  chief  baron.  After  recapitnlatinc 
the  version  contended  for,  that  the  words  "  equip,  fit  ont,  and  fiimish" 
applied  to  a  transport  or  store-ship,  and  the  subsequent  phrase  "  or  arm" 
was  the  sole  expression  intended  to  be  applicable  to  a  cruiser,  tbe  first 
judicial  authority  in  Scotland  sharply  adds,  "I  think  that  i.s  a  very 
strained  interpretation,  and  I  cannot  adopt  it."  Then  upon  the  fortJier 
proposition  that  the  word  "arm"  being  applicable  to  a  cruiser,  and  no 
such  act  being  alleged  in  tbe  information,  while  the  words  "  equip,  fit 
out,  and  iiimish  "  alone  were  used,  the  information  was  defe<-tive,  his 
lordship  added,  "I  am  of  opinion  that  the  words  'equip,  fiiniisb,  and  fit 
out'  are  suflScient,  and  that  those  words  will  cover  a  greater  or  leas  ext#nl 
of  amnng:"  Lord  Curriebill  held  that  the  words  "  eqnip,  famisb,  fit  cat, 
or  arm"  were  used  in  the  British  statute  as  synonymous  with  or  as 
exegetical  of  each  other,  and  that,  moreover,  their  meaning  was  to  be 
such  as  would  harmonize  with  the  intents  set  forth  in  the  coatext.  He 
was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  objection  that  arming  was  not  expressly 
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added  to  eqnipping  in  describing  the  offense  in  the  first  ninety-six  connts 
of  the  indictmuit  was  DOt  well  founded.  Lord  Deas,  after  splitting  some 
hairs,  came  substantially  to  the  same  conclosion ;  and  Loi^  Ardmillan, 
who  entered  moce  folly  into  the  general  question,  gave  his  opinion  no 
less  decisively  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  allege  arming  in  the  infor- 
mation, because  the  word  "  equip"  might,  in  his  view,  cover  arming  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent;  and  fiirtlier,  that  the  statutory  offense  might  be 
committed  without  tlie  ship  being  actually  armed.  The  judgment 
mianimonsly  pronounced  was  in  accordance  with  tliese  \"iews.  Upon  the 
more  subtle  objection,  that  the  statute  is  uotdirected  against  equipping 
a  vessel  as  a  cruiser  unless  the  actual  equippers  intend  to  coihmit  the 
hostilities,  the  judges  were  equally  unanimous.  They  repelled  both  pleas, 
and  ordered  the  case  for  trial  on  the  5th  of  April, 

These  four  judges,  all  of  them  mpn  of  distinguished  ability,  and  the 
lord  president  of  the  court,  especially  conspicuous  for  the  clearness  and 
vigor  of  his  mind,  must  now  be  added  to  the  two  judges  of  the  court  of 
excheqner  who  diiSfered  from  the  mling  of  the  lord  chief  baron  upon  the 
construction  of  this  imperial  statute.  It  is  somewhat  novel  to  find  Scotch 
judges  bmshing  aside  legal  cobwebs  and  subtle  theories,  and  arriving  at 
the  sound  common  sense  construction  of  an  act  which  has  puzzled  the 
experienced  minds  of  the  English  bench,  but  none  the  less  satisfactory 
that  the  views  adopted  by  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  thus  received 
the  imprimatur  of  the  highest  court  in  the  sister  kingdom.  We  cannot 
doabt,  if  the  lord  chief  baron  had  allowed  the  bill  of  exceptions  originally 
tendered  by  the  counsel  for  the  Crown,  that  the  same  sound  views  would 
before  this  have  been  announced  by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  the 
empire.  The  House  of  Lords  is  now  occupied,  not  with  the  main  ques- 
tion at  issue,  but  with  the  subsidiary,  and  compared  to  the  importance 
of  the  action  the  very  paltry  point,  whether  the  novel  remedy  granted 
by  the  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  lien  of  the  ordinary  procedure  in  cases 
of  misdirection  was  within  the  competency  of  the  barons  to  grant  or  not. 
That  may  be  a  most  interesting  question  for  the  lawyers,  and  it  has 
apparentiy  puzzled  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  the  public  do  not  care  one 
Jot  whether  the  rules  be  sustained  or  repealed.  They  have  some  anx- 
iety to  ascertain  if  the  foreign  enlistment  act  be  sufiiclent  to  preserve 
oar  ports  from  being  made  the  starting  points  of  armed  expeditions 
against  friendly  nations.  In  consequence  of  repeated  miscarriages  we 
cannot  have  tliat  satisfaction  at  present  from  the  decision  to  be  given  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  although  we  cannot  believe  that  even  an 
adverse  judgment  against  the  Crown  on  the  subsidiary  question  will  have 
the  effect  of  throwing  the  case  out  of  court,  and  we  are  therefore  all  the 
more  th^diful  that  light  has  been  shed  upon  the  construction  of  the 
statute  by  the  Scotch  judges.  It  would  be  weU  tbr  those  who  meditate 
embarking  in  the  ne&rions  traffic  to  consider  the  tendency  of  the  deci- 
sion in  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  and  the  strong  probability,  all  but 
amounting  to  a  certainty,  that  the  same  views  wilt  ultimately  be  pro- 
pounded by  the  highest  judicial  authori^  in  Bngland. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  905.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

'  Waghittjjton,  April  7, 1864. 

SrE :  In  your  dispatch  Ko.  628  you  have  given  me  an  account  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Scottish  tribunal  at  Edinburgh,  against  the  Pamijero. 
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The  just  opinitRis  so  clearly  expneaed  by  tite  ooort  in  that  case  serve  to 
aagmeDt  the  re^fret  which  tbiB  govenunent  feels  that  the  cause  of  inter- 
nationa)  peace  and  hannoBy  has  sttftered  so  deeply  from  the  want  of 
eqnal  cleaniess  and  decision  in  the  proceedings  of  the  coorts  of  London 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SBWAKD. 
Charles  Feascis  Adauss,  Esq.,  i£c,  Ac,  &e. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 


"So.  611.]  LBQAnOH  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  AprU  7, 1864. 
Sm:  •        ■       *  •  •  •  • 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Pampero,  at  Glasgow,  he  (Eail  Bassell) 
said  that  a  proposition  had  been  made  by  the  owners  to  pnt  an  end  to 
it.  liey  now  admitted  that  it  had  been  bnilt  fbr  the  rebels ;  bat  they 
affirmed  that  it  was  no  longer  theirs,  and  that  they  were  ready  to  give 
bonds  that  it  wonld  not,  if  released,  go  into  tfaeir  hands.  His  lordship 
did  not  say  that  the  government  bad  assented  to  this.  But  I  infer  from 
a  notice  in  the  Edinburgh  Scotsman,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit,  tliat 
the  arrangement  ha^  probably  been  carried  out. 

The  conference  ended  thus,  pretty  mnch  as  it  began. '  I  iun  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  inatilitj  of  pressing  these  or  any  arguments  far- 
ther upon  this  ministry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,   , 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 


THE  PAMPERO  CASE. 

We  onderstand  that  the  case  of  the  Pampero  will  not  now  go  to  jnty 
trial,  an  arrangement  having  been  made  for  it«  settlement.  We  believe 
that  by  the  arrangement  the  owners  have  consented  to  a  verdict  being 
entered  for  the  Crown,  forfeiting  the  vessel  on  some  one  coant  of  the 
information,  to  be  selected  by  the  owners,  they  making  such  explanatory 
statement  on  the  subject  as  they  may  think  desirable.  It  is  provided, 
on  the  other  band,  that  the  owners  are  to  retain  and  trade  with  the  ves- 
sel, bat  are  not  to  sell  it  for  two  years  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
Ctown;  and  that  alterations  are  to  be  made  in  the  structure  of  the  ves- 
sel. We  understand  that  the  builders  are  no  parties  to  the  compromise, 
which  provides  for  settUng  their  claim  and  having  it  withdrawn  foam 
the  proceedings. — Scotsman.  '  , 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr,  DttSiey  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract] 

Na259.1  United  States  Consxtlate, 

Xtrerpooi,  April  12, 1864. 
Sm:  Andrew  Murray,  jr.,  esq.,  one  of  the  Crown  officers,  at  Edin- 
bo^h,  who  has  bad  the  preparatioa  of  the  case  against  the  Pampero  for 
thai,  wrote  me  on  Saturday  last  that  an  arrangement  had  been  made  by 
vhich  a  verdict  of  forfeitare  in  favor  of  the  Crown  was  to  be  entered 
againfit  the  steuuer  Famjiero.  This  ^11  dispose  of  this  vessel,  the  seiz- 
ore  of  which  caased  the  parties  to  sell  to  the  Danes  the  large  and  very 
formidable  iron-dad  steam  ram  which  they  were  boilding  for  the  insur- 
gents, thus  stopping  both  vessels  from  going  out  to  make  war  against 
Dnr  government. 

Mr.  Unrray  does  not  tell  me  what  the  arrangement  is,  but  I  heat  firom 
ontside  sources  that  the  government,  after  the  forfeiture  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  vessel,  are  to  I'estore  her  to  the  owners,  upon  condition  that 
her  character  is  to  be  changed ;  they  are  to  retain  her  in  their  possession 
for  two  years,  during  which  period  she  is  to  be  used  aa  a  merchant  ves- 
sel. I  presume  securitj-  will  be  taken  to  protect  us,  but  it  will,  no  doubt, 
have  the  effect  to  release  all  the  money  now  in  her  belonging  to  the 
insargents,  and  enable  them  to  invest  it  in  some  other  vessel. 

•  •  ■  •  *  «  w  . 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  WnxiAH  H.  S'ewabd, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


CASES  OF  THE  PHAlfTOM  AND  THE  SOUTHERNER. 
JIfr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  BewarA. 

tErtr«;t.] 

Ko.  362.]  liEaATion  OF  the  United  States, 

Londfm,  April  3, 1663. 
BiE :  I  have  the  honor  to.transnut  a  copy  of  several  notes  which  have 
passed  between  myself  and  Lord  Bnssell  respecting  certain  vessels  in 
[Reparation  at  Liverpool  to  cany  on  hostilities  against  the  United  States. 
'Ok  evidence  tdready  collected  to  sustain  these  alle^tions,  and  that 
which  we  are  in  a  way  to  obtain,  will  ,be  of  a  kind,  I  trust,  to  enable  the 
government  to  exert  its  power  in  some  form  of  repression.  I  have  labored 
to  impress  upon  his  lordship  the  value  of  some  demonstration  of  the 
hind  as  a  protection  to  both  countries  against  the  nuhallowed  intrigues 
(tf  desperate  adventurers,  British  and  American.  I  really  think  his 
lordship  and  a  portion  of  the  cabinet  ministers  sincerely  so  disposed. 
OUiers  are  incUued  an  opposite  way,  and  still  others  are  indifferent.  So 
that  it  is  impossitfle  to  predict  wlmt  may  bo  done.  At  Liverpool  it  is 
not  probable  that  any  efforts  of  government  officers  to  give  aid  can  be 
depended  npon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,' 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hod.  WilliamH.  Sewabd,  Ci\(^n\(' 

Secretary  of  State.  .   .db,  VtiUU^lL 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  R»3»ell. 

Legation  op  the  United  State8, 

Londcm,  Mardi  26, 1863. 
Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  yonr  information  the  copy 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  conaol  at 
Liverpool,  ^yingBome  particolars  of  trastile  outfits  making  at  that  place. 
It  is  proper  to  add,  in  correction  of  a  statement  therein  contained,  that 
Mr.  Dudley  has  to-day  informed  me  that  the  Southerner  has  not  yet 
reached  LiverpooL  There  is  littje  donbt,  however,  of  its  ultimate  des- 
tination. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assnrances  of  the  highest  conadcra- 
tioD  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  moat  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLES  FEASCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Easl  Bussell,  i&c.y  dsc.,  «£c. 


Mr.  Dudleg  to  Mr.  Adams. 

•  Umited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  24, 1863. 
Sir:  On  Saturday  last  William  G.  Miller  &  Son  launched  from  their 
yard,  in  Liverpool,  an  iron  screw  steamer,  called  the  Phantom,  built  for 
Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  This  vessel  is  large  and  to  have  great  speed. 
The  contract  is  not  less  than  seventeen  nautical  miles  per  Jiout.  E'er 
engines  are  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  has  three  port- 
holes ou  each  side.  Captain  Bullock,  Captain  Tessier,  Mr.  Finbeam,  the 
leading  members  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  others,  were  present  at  the 
.  lauDch.  She  is  intended  for  the  south,  either  as  a  privateer  or  blockade- 
runner  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  this,  I  think.  She  will  turn  up  a  pri- 
vateer. Her  draught  of  water  will  be  light,  and  with  her  powerfiri 
engines  her  speed  will  be  very  fast.  When  afloat  she  ivill  be  a  most 
dangerous  craft  to  our  commerce,  if  armed  with  two  or  three  guns. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the  steamer  built  at  Stockton 
for  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  called  the  Southerner.  This  vessel  came 
here  yesterday  either  to  coal  or  else  to  fit  out  as  a  privateer.  Tbei«  is 
no  doubt  about  this  vesseL  I  suppose  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
obtain  legal  evidence  against  these  two  vessels,  and  nothing  short  of  this 
will  satisfy  this  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Chablbs  Feamcis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Earl  RuaaeU  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Ofpiob,  March  27, 1863. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
yesterday,  calling  attention  to  two  vessds,  the  Phantom  and  the  South- 
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erner,  supposed  to  be  destiny  for  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  proper  departments  of  her 
Majesty's  govemmeut  will  be  requested  t«  make  immediate  inqniries  on 
the  su^ect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant. 

BUSSELL. 

Chablbs  Feamcib  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec,  tfco.,  (fee. 


JEarl  Rvtsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  28, 1863. 

SiE :  "With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  fh>m  the  Home  Office  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter wliiclkbas  been  addressed  to  the  mayor  of  Liverpool,  respecting  the 
two  vessels  Phantom  and  Southerner,  stated  by  the  United  8tat«B  con- 
sul at  that  port  to  be  fitting  out  for  tnc  service  of  the  Bo-styled  Confed- 
erate States. 

In  that  letter  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  inntmct«d  to  make  immediate 
mquiries  as  to  these  vessels,  or  whichever  of  them  is  now  at  Liverpool, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  or 
either  of  them  are  or  is  bein^  equipped,  famished,  fitt«d  ont,  or  armed  with 
the  intent  to  commit  hostilities  against  the  United  States  government} 
and  if  so,  to  report  whether  any  evidence  on  oath  can  be  procured  in 
OTder  to  proceedings  being  taken  under  the  foreign  enllstaient  act. 

I  have  accordingly  the  honor  to  suggest  that,  as  the  United  States 
consul  nt  Liverpool  has  stated  in  his  lett«r  to  yon  that  there  is  no  doubt 
with  respect  to  the  vessel  named  the  Southerner,  you  should  instruct 
that  officer  to  furnish  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  with  the  information  on 
which  his  belief  is  foundetl. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  .  - 

bussell: 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£o.,  &c.,  <&e. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Leqation  of  the' United  States, 

London,  March  29, 1863. 

Sib:  I  received  a  packet  from  you  late  last  night.  I  shall  send  in  the 
papers  to  the  foreign  office  as  soon  as  they  are  copied  to-morrow. 

I  presume  the  Alexandra  and  the  Phantom  to  be  two  different  steamers, 
and  shall  proceed  accordingly,  unless  you  send  me  word  by  telegraph 
to-morrow. 

I  yesterday  received  a  note  from  Lord  Bnasell  in  reply  to  mine,  which  ■ 
was  based  opoa  your  note  of  the  24Ui  instant,  respecting  the  Phantom 
and  Southerner.    This  is  what  he  writes  on  that  subject: 

"The  mayor  of  Liverpool  is  instructed  to  make  immediate  inquiries 
as  to  these  vessels,  or  whichever  of  them  is  now  at  Liverpool,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  or  either  of 
them  are  or  is  being  quipped,  furnished,  fitted  oat,  or  armed  with  the 
intuit  to  commit  hostilities  a^inst  the  United  States  govemmeat ;  aod 
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if  80,  to  report  wheUier  any  evideooe  on  oafb  can  be  prooored  ia  order 
to  proceedings  being  t^eu  ander  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  ■ 

"I  have  accordingly  the  honor  to  enggeet  that,  as  the  United  Stated 
consul  at  Liverpool  has  stated  in  Lis  letter  to  yon  that  there  ia  no  doabt 
with  respect  to '  tlie  vessel  named  the  Southerner,  yon  should  instract 
that  officer  to  furnish  the  mayor  of  Liverpool  with  the  inibrmation  on 
which  his  belief  is  founded." 

If  yon  can  do  anything,  well  and  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servanti 

CHARLES  FKANCia  ADABia 
Thomas  H,  Dxjdlet,  Esq., 

United  Stales  ConaiU,  Liverpool. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

lExttaat.'] 

Legation  or  the  United  States, 

London,  March  30, 1863. 
Ml,LoRi> :  I  hav«  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  28tb  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the 
cases  of  the  Phantom  and  the  Souuiemra,  believed  to  be  flttiug  out  from 
this  kingdom  for  the  pui-pose  of  carrying  ou  war  against  the  United 
States.  In  accordance  with  your  lordship's  suggestion  I  have  writton  to 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  directiona  to 
obtain  all  the  evidence  within  bis  power  to  fortify  hie  allegation. 

I  have  the  hoAor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CILAELES  FKAlfClS  ADAMS. 
Kigbt  Hon.  Earl  Bubsell,  <£c.,  dx.,  dx. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Semard.    . 

No.  370.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  which  passed 
between  Lord  Kussell  and  myself,  in  continuation  lof  the  correspondence 
reterred  to  in  my  dispat(;h  No.  362,  of  the  3d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

.  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  rranaining  indosnres  see  "Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  "  General 
Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  593,  and  also  "  The  Alexandra,"  post] 


Earl  Russeli  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGH  Office,  April  3, 1863. 
Sm :  Since  tlie  date  of  my  letter  of  the  37th  nltimo  I  have  received 
fttim  the  board  of  the  treasniy  a  report  made  by  the  commis^oners  of 
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enabHus,  nndw  date  of  tfae  SlBt  oltimo,  and  from  tbe  sectetarj  of  state 
for  the  home  department  a  repmt  from  the  mayor  of  Liverpool,  be»in; 
the  same  date,  ocmtaiiiin^  the  resHlt  of  the  inqairiee  made  by  th^  in 
ngaird  to  the  vessels  PhaDtom  and  Soathemer,  denounced  by  yoa  in 
yoor  lett^  of  the  38th  ultimo  as  intended  fi^  the  naval  serrice  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  StAt«s. 

It  appears  from  the  first  of  these  reports  that  the  Phantom  was  bnilt 
at  the  TOrd  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Miller,  and  is  now  in  the  Olairenoe  graving- 
dock.  Her  length  is  193  feet ;  her  breadth  22  feet ;  her  depth  12  feet ; 
her  gross  tonage  321,  and  her  probable  register  tonnage  160. 

From  the  considerable  space  appropriated  to  her  engines,  and  from  her 
model,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  a  high  rate  of  speed  will  be  obtained; 
and  from  her  light  draught  of  water  she  is  well  adapted  for  ruuning  the 
blockade ;  but  as  she  has  steel  plates  only  half  an  inch  thick,  and  as  the 
angle  irons  which  compose  the  deck  beams  are  only  five  by  three  and  a 
b^  inches  thick,  and  as,  moreover,  she  has  no  ports  except  for  water- 
vay,  (three  in  all,)  and  a  hurricwie  house  on  deck,  the  surveyor  of  ens-  ' 
toms  considers  that  she  is  not  ulteQded  to  carry  guns,  and  that  she  is  not 
fit  for  a  prlvateez. 

The  mayor  of  Liverpool  reports  that  the  Phantom  was  launched  on 
flie  2l8t  of  March  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Co.,  and  that  her 
engines  are  being  made  and  fitted  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool;  that  she  is  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  not  expected  to  pro-s 
eeed  to  ae»  under  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  Ko  distinct  information 
eoold  be  obtained  as  to  what  she  is  intended  for,  but  a  strong  impression 
eii8t«  that  she  is  destined  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade. 

The  Soutliemer  has  not  yet  arrived  at  LiverpooL 

A  strict  watch  will  be  kept  as  regards  both  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yotu:  most 
otaedjeot,  homble  sfflrvant, 

BUSSELL. 

Chibi.es  Fbakcis  Adaus,  Bsq.,  <£«.,  i£«.,  i&e. 


Mr.  Ihtdlfiji  to  Mr.  Stucari, 
[Eitract.] 

No.  77.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  May  15, 1863. 
Sib  :    •  •  •  •  •  ■  •       ' 

In  addition  to  the  above  I  should  mention  the  two  new  steamers  just 
finished,  the  one  called  the  Phantom,  built  of  steel,  the  other  the  iron 
screw,  called  tbe  Milly,  owned  by  £.  Bates,  and  .buUt  at  Preston.  I 
regard  them  both  as  suspicious  vessels.  They  each  have  six  port  holes, 
and  though  slightly  built  and  apparently  for  running  the  blockade 
or  merchant  service,  have  suffldwit  strength  to  take  on  guns.  Indeed, 
mj  information  is  tliat  they  are  to  be  armed  as  privateers.  Yesterday  I 
procored  the  ^Bdavits  of  two  of  the  regular  detectives,  and  frx>m  infor- 
mation received,  made  one  myself  in  regard  to  ttte  Phantom,  and  trans- 
mitted them  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  a  view  of  having  them  submitted  to 
Earl  BuBselL    I  indose  yoa  copies  marked  Nos.  2,  3,  and  i.*    Ton  will 

e  inclooDTea  to  dispatoh 
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Bee  that  tlie;  do  not  make  a  strong  case  agaiost  the  vessel,  yet  I  Celt  it 
to  be  my  dnty  to  present  them  for  tiie  consideralaon  of  tlie  goTenuneut 
here.  There  U  enongh  to  create  suspiciou,  and  caose  the  aotliorities  to 
look  after  her.  It  seems  in  tiiis,  as  in  all  the  other  cases,  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain  positive  proo£  This  vessel  was  bnilt  for  Fraaer,  Tren- 
bolm  &  Go. 

■  •••••■• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WnJLiAH  H.  Sevabd, 

Seoretary  of  State. 


I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Princess 
Park,  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly  and 
sincerely  and  trnly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  an  oath  is, 
according  to  my  religions  belief,  nnlawftil,  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sin- 
cerely, and  truly  afBrm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  that  there  has  been  bnilt  by  Mcssienrs  W.  0.  Miller  and  Sons, 
of  Liverpool,  shipbuilders,  a  steel-clad  vessel  called  the  Phantom,  which 
is  now  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool.  . 

3.  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  the  said  vessel  has 
been  built  for  Messieurs  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo.,  who  act  as  the  agents 
here  for  the  so-called  confederate  government;  and  that  Messrs.  Fawcett, 
Preston  &  Co.,  of  this  towiu  engineers,  have  supplied  her  engines,   . 
which  are  now  fitted  on  board. 

4.  I  say  that  the  said  vessel  has  three  port-holes  on  each  side,  is  com- 
pletely covered  with  steel  plates,  and  is,  as  I  verily  beUeve,  intended  for 
war  parposea. 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  been  informed,  and  verily  believe,  that  Messieurs 
Fawcett,  Preston  &  Go.  are  at  the  present  time  sending  off  guns  and 
gun-carriages  from  this  place  to  London,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  guns 
afterwards  shipped  on  board  the  ships  Alabama,  Oreto,  now  called  the 
Florida,  and  the  Virginia,  were  sent  from  here  to  West  Hartlepool  and 
other  places. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

AfBrmed  at  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  c£ 
,  May,  1863. 
Before  me. 

ABTHUK  ELLIS, 
A  CommUsioner  to  administer  oaths  tn  the 

Exchequer  of  Pleas,  Westminster, 


Mr.  Dridley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

N0..88.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  3,  1863. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  * 

The  steamer  Phantom  has  taken  on  board  fifty-six  cases  of  qulninej . 

coni 


THE  PHAMTOM  Ain>  THE  SOFrHESNEH.         235 

in  tiie  hole.    I  tbink  she  vill  clew  to-day.    I  think  ^e  will  go  to  ITassaa 

befiH«  she  arms.    This  vessel  bos  been  bailt  expressly  for,  and  belonjcs 

t«,  the  Boatbem  confederacy,  as  mach  so  as  the  Alabama,  in  my  opinion. 

•  •••«•• 

I  am,  sir,  very  reepectMly,  your  obedient  servuit, 

THOMAS  H.  DITDLET. 
Hon.  WlLLIAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracta.] 

No.  425.]  LBaATiON  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 

London,  June  5, 1863. 
Sm:  •  •         .       •  •  •  • 

t  DOW  transmit  copies  of  the  notes  and  papers  connected  with  the 
Phantom,  ■  •  •  and  likewise  of  snch  replies  a»  I  have 
received  ftvm  Lord  Bnssell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Ru$gell. 

LIU3ATI0N  Op  THE  TJMITED  STATES, 

London,  May  16, 1863. 
My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  copies  of  two  deposi- 
tions, going  fiirther  to  show  the  character  and  purposeB  of  the  steamer 
Phantom,  concerning  which  I  have  already  made  some  representations 
in  my  note  to  your  lordship  of  the  26th  of  March,  not  doubting  that 
these  proceedings  have  already  attracted  the  attenuon  of  her  Mt^esty'a 
government. 

I  pray,  &c.,  &c., 
•  CHARLES  FBAiTCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  dc,  <£-c.,  ite. 


Deposition  of  Robert  Thomas. 

I,  Bobert  Thomas,  of  No.  3  court,  Ann  street,  Toxteth  Park,  Liverpool, 
m  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  police  constable  No.  379,  of  the  boroaga 
police,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

1.  I  do  doty  as  a  police  constable  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  Liverpool,  and 
have  been  so  employed  for  the  last  three  years  and  upwards.  I  know 
the  shipbuilding  yard  of  Messrs.  W.  C.  Mill^  &  Sons,  ship-bnilders, 
Liverpool,  which  adjoins  to  the  dock,  and  has  an  entrance  into  the  dock. 

2.  Abont  five  months  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  a  ship  thak  I  was 
UAd  was  to  be  made  of  steel  plates.    She  was  then  on  one  of  the  slips 
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in  MesBTi.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  aad  had  only  her  ribs  up.  Since  Out 
time  I  have  seen  her  from  day  to  day.  She  is  now  lying  in  loxteth  dock. 
I  have  been  aboard  of  her  since  she  has  been  in  tiie  dock.  She  is 
entirely  cased  with  steel  plates.  There  are  three  port-holes  on  each  side, 
■which  are  covered  with  steel-plate  shntters.  She  is  fitted  with,  a  screw. 
Theife  are  no  sleeping  bnnks  for  the  crew,  and  very  little  room  in  her  for 
cargo,  her  engines  and  boilers  taking  np  most  of  the  room ;  and  frtun  ker 
whole  appearance  I  am  able  to  say  that  she  is  intended  for  war  purposes. 

3.  The  engines  are  being  fitted  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
whose  men  have  been  and  are  nojF  at  work  on  her. 

4.  I  know  Captain  Bullock,  who  went  out  with  the  Oreto,  which  vessel 
I  remember  when  in  Messrs.  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons'  yard,  who  built  her. 
I  have  known  Captain  Bnllock  about  twelve  months,  and  have  seen  Mm 
engaged  giving  directions  on  board  the  Oreto,  the  Alexandra,  and  I  have 
also  seen  him  upon  the  Phantom  very  often,  superintending  and  directing 
the  workmen  who  were  engaged  upon  her.  I  saw  liim  on  Tuesday  last, 
on  which  day  the  Phantom  went  out  of  the  Toxteth  dock  into  the 

■  river  to  try  how  the  screw  would  act.  I  was  then  standing  on  the  pier- 
head, and  the  vessel  was  close  to.  They  were  trying  the  screw  for  twenty 
minutes  or  more.  There  were  present  with  Captain  Bullock  Mr.  Tboinas 
Miller,  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  Mr.  Steers,  of  Fawcett, 
Prestton  &  Co.,  and  some  other  people  whom  I  dont  know.  I  heata 
Captain  Bullock  give  directions  as  to  the  vessel,  and  also  saw  Mm 
examining  the  screw  with  Mr.  Steers  and  Mr.  Miller.  I  spoke  to  Gal>taiii 
Bullock  when  he  came  on  shore,  and  asked  him  if  any  accident  had 
happened  to  the  Phantom,  as  th^  had  kept  her  so  long  at  the  gate.  He 
aald  no,  she  was  all  right.  The  Phantom  was  hauled  into  dock  again 
after  the  trial  was  over,  and  I  saw  her  there  last  night. 

5.  I  saw  said  Captain  Bullock  and  Mr.  Thomas  Miller  again  last  oight 
looking  at  the  PhaJitom  and  inspecting  the  progress  of  the  work.  The 
men  are  very  busy  at  work  npon  her.  Her  engines  are  all  now  finished, 
and  there  is  little  to  be  done  before  she  will  be  ready  for  sea. 

ROBERT  THOMAS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of  SUty, 

1863,  befbre  me.  

ARTHUR  ELLIS,  «  Ctmmmimer,  dEv; 


Dt^oaition  of  William  Caieena.  * 

1.  William  Oozzens,  of  "So.  7  Lavan  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  detective  police  officer,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

L  I  have  been  employed  for  the  last  several  weeks  watching  the  build- 
ing of  certain  vessels  by  certain  parties  in  Liverpool  and  neighborhood,  . 
and  amongst  others  my  attention  has  been  called  to  a  vessel  built  by 
Messrs.  W.  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship-builders,  Liverpool,  which  vesael  is 
called  the  Phantom. 

2.  I  saw  the  Phantom  lying  in  the  Clarence  dock  basin  the  first  week 
in  A^MiL  She  remained  there  until  the  4tii  of  May  instant,  when  she 
wa4  taken  up  to  tbe  Toxteth  dock. 

3.  I>aring  the  time  the  Phantom  was  lying  in  the  Olarence  basin,  I 
frequently  saw  aa  engineer  named  William  Allen,  who,  I  am  infonned 
and  b«]ieTe,  sailed  &}m  this  port  as  the  chief  engineer  on  boaid  tlie 
ateamship  Oreto,  in  March,  1862.    I  saw,  also,  the  foreman  and  bead 


TBE  PHANTOM  AKD  THE   SOUTHBBIlTER.  237 

engineer  of  Mesera.  Pawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  on  board  of  the  Phantom, 
snperinteiiding  the  men  who  were  engaged  fitting  the  engines  and  boil- 
ers on  ber.  I  observed  that  some  of  their  tools  and  machines  bore  the 
initdal  marks  *'  F.,  P.  &  Co,"  I  also  saw  two  boilers,  now  in  the  ship, 
being  taken  there  on  a  carriage,  which  bad  the  name  of  Fawcett,  Pres- 
ton &  Co.  thereon. 

4.  Since  the  Phantom  has  been  in  the  Toxteth  dook,  I  have  seen  on 
her  machinery  which  bore  tbe  initials  of  F.,  P.  &  Co.,  and  on  Wednesday, 
the  13th  of  May  instant,  I  was  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  there  saw  Cap- 
tain Bollock  and  Mr.  Thomas  Miller  &  Sons.  They  were  in  conversation, 
and  api>eared  to  be  inspecting  the  ship;  and  after  they  came  on  shore 
they  remained  looking  at  her  bow,  and  talking  together  for  sever^ 
minates. 

5.  The  Phantom  is  a  screw  steamer  of  about  two  hnndred  feet  long. 
She  is  steel-plated  all  over,  and  has  three  portholes  on  each  side.  She 
draws  very  little  water,  not  more  than  three  feet  forward,  and  aboat 
seven  to  eight  aft.  She  has  very  little  room  for  any  cargo,  and  appears 
to  me  to  be  built  for  war  purposes.  They  are  fitting  ber  with  great 
expedition.    Her  engines  are  finished,  and  she  is  almost  ready. 

WILLIAM  COZZKtrS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  14th  day  of  May, 

1863,  before  mp.  

ABTHUB  ELLIS,  Commissioner,  dx. 


Earl  BwhU  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  May  18, 1863. 
SiB:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
tbe  16th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  two  depositions,  going  further  to 
show  the  character  and  purposes  of  the  steamer  Phantom,  now  in  course 
of  construction  at  the  port  of  Liverpool ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  these  papers  to  the 
pnq)er  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
•  Charles  Francib  Adams,  Esq.,  dtc,  *c.,  i&c. 


Mr.  Adans  to  Earl  Basaell. 

Legation  of  ike  United  States, 

London,  May  19, 1863. 
Mr  Lobs  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  tituiBmit  tbe  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tiott,  Bupplementary  to  that  which  I  submitted  to  your  consideration 
with  my  note  of  the  16th  instant,' relating  to  the  steamer  Phantom. 
I  pray  ^oor  lordship,  &c 

CHARLES  FBASCIS  ADAMS. 
Jtight  Hod.  Eabl  RvaasuL,  dx^,  tie.,  £o. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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J)epo8ition  of  Robert  Thomas. 


I,  Robert  Thomas,  of  No.  3  court,  Annstreet,  Toxteth  Park,  Liver- 
pool, in  the  comity  of  Laitca,st£r,  police  constable,  make  oath  and  say  as 


1.  On  Friday  I  went  on  duty  at  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  about  half  past 
nine  o'clock  I  saw  Captain  Bullock  coming  down  and  go  alongside  of 
the  Phantom,  and  point  out  to  one  of  the  foremen  of  Messrs.  W.  0.  Mil- 
ler &  Sons  something  that  required  to  be  done  to  the  tore  part  of  the 
vessel's  deck.  The  foreman  then  went  on  deck,  and  captain  Bullock 
went  into  Messrs.  Miller'a  yard,  and,  in  about  twenty  minntes  afterwards, 
he  came  with  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  and  they  went  on  board  the  vessel, 
fULd  remained  there  some  time.  I  saw  him  with  one  of  the  foremeu, 
named  David  Runeornj  fitting  in  the  hat«hway  cover. 

2.  Captain  Bnllock  had  a  roll  of  paper  in  his  liahd,  which  I  believe  to 
have  been  a  plan,  and  he  was  inspecting  the  vessel^  and  from  time  to 
time  referring  to  the  paper;  and  he  was  thus  occtipied  upwards  of  two 
hours. 

3.  Dnring  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  on  duty  at  the  dock  yesterday, 
&om  8  tfclock  a.  m.  to  half^)ast  3  p.  m.,  Messrs.  Miller's  men,  and  Messrs. 
Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.'s  men,  were  busily  engaged  on  the  vessel. 

4-  Captain  Bullock  was  also  at  the  vessel  at  half-past  8  o'clock  this 
morning,  in8i>ecting  her  gallery  and  other  portions;  he  had  with  him  the 
same  paper;  and  was  engaged  giving  directions  to  the  men,  and  pointing 
out  things  which  appeared  to  require  attention.  I  was  not  near  enough 
to  him  to  hear  what  those  directions  were,  but  his  manner  was  such  'aa 
to  leave  no  doubt  on  my  mind  that  he  was  pointing  out  certain  things  . 
which  did  not  tally  with  the  paper. he  had  in  his  hands. 

5.  I  had  some  conversation  with  one  of  the  engineers  in  the  employ 
of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  but  who  hae 
been  continually  employed  on  the  Phantom  ever  since  she  has  been  on 
the  Toxteth  dock;  and  in  reply  to  a  question  of  mine  as  to  when  the 
Phantom  was  going  to  sail,  he  said  he  did  not  know,  but  that  she  was 
going  to  leave  her  dock  on  Monday  to  try  her  engines,  as  she  was  a]I 
finished,  except  just  oiUng  her  engines. 

'EGBERT  THOMAS. 

Sworn  at  LiveTi>ool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  16th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

AETHUE  ELLIS,  Commiasioner,  <fec. 


Earl  RusMiU  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  May  19, 1863. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
to-day's  date,  inclosing  a  further  deposition  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom^ 
and  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  referring  the  same 
to  the  proper  departments  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c.,  i&c.,  dte. 


■,  .dbCJOOgIc 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BmseU. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  Uwited  States, 

London,  May  23, 1863. 
My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  traasmit  the  copy  of  anotlier  deposi- 
tion relating  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Phantom. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

I  pray  your  lordBhip,  &e., 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Kussell,  iftc.,  <6o.,  *c. 


DepoiiUon  of  John  De  Costa. 

I,  John  De  Costa,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  shipping 
agent  and  steam-tug  owner,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  On  Toesday  last,  about  12  o'clocfe  at  noon,  I  was  on  the  rircr  wall,  near 
the  Sandon  basin,  seeing  a  crew  I  had  shipped  on  board  the  Calhoun, 
and  as  the  Calhoon  got  into  the  river,  I  saw  a  screw  steamer,  which  had 
been  bnilt  by  Messrs.  W.  O.  Miller  &  Sons,  of  this  town,  and  called  the 
Phantom,  coming  down  the  river,  and  came  alongside  the  river  wall  close 
to  whei%  I  was  standing ;  and  snbsequeotly  (die  went  into  the  Sandon 
dock.     She  appeared  as  if  she  had  been  on  a  trial  trip, 

2.  I  saw  on  board  the  Phantom  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett, 
Preston  «&  Co.,  who  supplied  and  fitted  the  engines  on  board  the  Phan- 
tom ;  Mr,  Thomas  Miller,  one  of  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  who 
bnilt  her;  they  were  on  the  forecastle  giving  orders;  and  Captain  Tessier, 
who  is  employed  by  Messrs.  Praser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  a  pilot,  were 
on  the  bridge,  the  former  being  in  command  of  the  vessel  and  giving 
orders;  there  were  also  several  men  on  hand  in  bine  uniforms  with  gilt 
buttons. 

JOHN  DB  COSTA. 

Sworn  at  Livwpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
1863,  before  me. 

JAMES  THORNELYj 
A  Commignoner  for  taking  Affidavits  tn  the 

Court  of  Exchequer  at  Westminster. 


Earl  Butsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.] 

FoEBiGK  OraroE,  Mag  23, 1863. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  respecting  the  Phantom,       •       •       •        and  I  have 
lost  no  time  in  forwarding  copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  depart- 
nienta  of  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  have  the  honori  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
Chaklbb  Feamcis  "ADAMS,  Esq.,  t£c.,  tt-c,  (6c.  i    C  u>(l*^lc 


240  BNTtWCKUEHT  OF  NBUTSALirr. 


Sari  Riuieii  to  Mr.  Adam*. 


FoBBiQN  Office,  May  27, 1863. 

Sir:  I  had  the  hooor,  in  my  note  of  the  3d  ultimo,  to  commaoicate  to 
you  the  resnit  of  the  inqniries  which  had  beeu  instituted  by  her  Majesty's 
government  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  March,  in  which 
you  denounced  the  Phantom  steamer  as  being  in  course  of  construction 
at  Liverpool  a«  a  vessel  of  war  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Oonfed- 
eiateBtates. 

The  evidence  which  I  waa  then  able  to  lay  before  yon  seemed  to  show 
that  you  had  been  misinformed  in  this  respect;  but  as  the  depositions 
indoeed  in  your  letters  of  the  16th,  19th,  and  23d  instant  appeared  to 
call  for  further  inquiry,  her  M^esty's  government  did  not  lose  a  mo- 
ment in  causing  such  further  inqiiiry  to  be  made,  and  I  now  proceed  to 
communicate  to  you  the  result. 

Firet.  With  regard  to  the  allegation  that  the  Phantom  has  port-holes, 
the  collector  at  Liverpool  has  obtained  tcom  the  surveyor  a  report^  tctna. 
which  it  f4)pears  that  though  the  Phantom  has  ports  on  deck,  it  is  evi- 
dent from  their  size  and  situation  that  they  are  intended  for  the  escape 
o^  water,  and  not  for  guns,  which  the  strength  of  the  deck  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  carry ;  moreover,  the  permanent  fittings  on  deck  would  interfere 
with  the  working  of  guns.  The  surveyor  adds  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Phantom  is  intended  for  mercantile  pnrsnitfi,  but  whether  of  a  law^ 
character  or  for  running  the  blockade  there  is  no  evidence'  to  show. 

Secondly.  The  conuuiseioners  of  customs,  since  the  date  of  my  last 
letter,  have  caused  a  strict  watch  to  be  kept  upon  the  Phantom,  but 
nothing  has  transpired  worthy  of  special  notice,  and  the  several  papers 
in  regard  to  this  vessel,  including  the  depotutions  forwarded  by  yon, 
having  been  submitted  to  the  legal  adviser  of  that  board,  he  has  reported 
tliat  there  is  no  evidence  to  warrant  the  slightest  interference  with  her. 
Indeed,  it  is  stated  that  during  a  recent  interview  between  that  officer 
and  Mr.  Squarey,  the  solicitor  to  the  United  States  consul  at  liverpool, 
Mr.  Squarey  admitted  that  there  was  no  case  against  the  Pbaotoni,  and 
that  the  recoil  of  a  heavy  gun  would  shake  her  to  pieces. 
I  have  the  hooor,  &c., 

BUSSELL. 

Chabi.eb  F&anois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  t&c.,  <£c. 


Uarl  Bmsdl  to  Mr.  Adams. 


FoBEioiT  Office,  May  30, 1863. 
8lE :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  respecting  the 
Ateamer  Phantom,  I  hare  now  the  honor  fiirther  to  state  to  you,  as 
regards  the  deposition  of  Mr.  De  Costa,  which  was  inclosed  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  23d  instant-^  that  her  Majesty's  government  Itarn  from  a  report 
of  the  surveyor  of  Liverpool  that  it  is  true  that  that  vessel  was  in  the 
Mersey  on  the  19th  instant,  removing  from  the  Toxteth  to  the  London 
graving  dock,  with  Mr.  Mann,  her  owner,  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  the  son  of 
her  builder,  but  not  one  of  the  firm,  a  pilot,  and  Mr.  Tessier,  on  board, 
.  but  that  it  is  not  correct  that  there  were  several  men  on  board  in  blae 
uniform  with  gilt  buttons,  the  foct  being  that  there  was  no  one  on  board. 
80  attired. 
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The  surveyor  ftirther  obsen-es,  that  it  is  difficult  for  any  one  at  all 
familiar  with  the  construction  and  fittings  of  vessels  intended  for  war- 
like pnrpoaes  to  account  for  the  supposition  that  the  Phantoui  is  destined 
for  such  a  service,  her  hull  being  of  the  most  fragile  character  that  can 
be  conceived  for  a  sea-going  vessel,  her  steel  plal^  being  but  a  quarter 
of  ail  inch  thick,  and  her  iron  frame  of  the  same  propoitiiOD. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

EUSSELL. 
Chables  Fkakgi^  Adaus,  Esq.,  tt-c,  <£&,  dx. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  SusBell. 

Legation  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  May  30, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  two  more  depositions 
relating  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom.  1  do  not  presume  that  they  will  have 
any  efl'ect  in  varying  the  reply  already  given  to  my  former  representa- 
tions in  your  lordshiii's  note  of  the  27th  instant.  Notwithstanding  the 
report  made  oonceming  the  objects  of  that  vessel,  I  greatly  fear  that  she 
tOI  turn  up  in  America,  mnch  in  the  character  of  the  Georgiaus.  I  can 
only  hope  for  the  sake  of  the  haimony  of  both  comitries  tbat  she  may 
meet  with  the  same  fate. 
I  pray,  &c.j 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  &c.,  d-c,  i&c. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract] 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  28, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  yon  two  more  affidavits  about  the 
steamer  Phantom,  now  at  this  port.  This  vessel  made  another  trial  trip 
on  Tuesday,  returning  yesterday.  I  am  informed  she  is  to  be  a  privateer 
for  the  so-called  soathem  confederacy. 

I  am  satisfied,  f^om  what  I  hear  of  this  craft,  that  she  will  arm  either 
at  this  or  some  other  port,  and  cruise  against  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  The  Hamilton  referred  to  in  the  affidavits  as  being  on 
board  is  John  Randolph  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  an  officer  belong- 
ing to  the  navy  of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy,  sent  over  here  by 
that  government  as  an  assistant  to  Captain  Bullock,  to  aid  in  fitting  out 
and  building  naval  vessels  for  the  insurgents.  Captain  Tessier  is  the 
same  man  who  took  out  the  armament  to  the  Oreto,  now  called  tiie 
Florida,  built  by  these  same  parties  who  built  the  Phantom,  and  who 
took  oat  from  Liverpool  a  part  of  the  armament  and  Captain  semmes  to 
the  steamer  Alabairta.    She  is  to  sail  Saturday  or  Sunday  next. 

I  am^  sir.yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Bon.  Cbasles  Fbanois  Adams, 

United  States  Minister.  DinnzedbyCjOOsle 

16  A  c— VOL,  n  ^ 


ENFORCEMENT  OP  NEUTEALITT. 


Deposition  of  Henry' Redden. 


I,  Henry  Redden,  of  16  Hook  street,  in  Liverpool,  mariner,  do  solemnly 
declare  and  say  as  follows: 

I  know  the  steamer  Pliantom,  lately  bnilt  by  Messrs.  W,  C,  MUler  & 
Sons,  at  Liverpool.  Said  vessel  went  on  a  trial  triii  on  Tnesday  evening 
last,  the  26th  instant,  and  returned  yesterday  evening.  I  was  on  the 
Wellington  pier  when  she  came  in,  and  saw  her.  I  passed  the  ropes  to 
help  her  into  the  dock.  She  was  in  command  of  Captain  E.  L.  Tessier, 
to  my  own  personal  knowledge,  the  same  man  who  fonnerly  commanded 
the  steamer  Bahama,  and  who  conveyed  part  of  the  armament  to,  and 
assisted  to  fit  out,  the  Alabama,  or  290,  at  Terceira.  I  was  close  to  said 
steamer  when  she  came  to  the  pier,  and  could  distin^ieh  any  person  on 
board  of  her,  and  speak  with  him.  There  were  seven  gentlemen  on 
board.  I  knew  one  of  them  to  be  one  of  the  firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Co.,  two  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.^  and  a  small  man  I  heard 
addressed  as  Mr.  Hamilton.  The  captain  (Tessier)  asked  me  how  1  would 
like  to  go  in  the  vessel.  £  told  him  1  would  not  go.  He  said  she  wonld 
sail  ou  Saturday  night  or  Sunday  morning.  He  said  that  to  the  dock- 
master  in  my  hearing.  The  crew  on  board  told  me  they  wore  engaged 
for  Nassau ;  that  they  had  been  shipped  on  board  the  vessel,  and  not  at 
the  Sailor's  Home ;  that  they  had  four  pounds  a  month,  and  one  month 
in  advance.    Said  vessel  is  adjusting  her  compass  to-day. 

And  I  make  this  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  be 
true,  and  by  virtue,  &c.,  &c. 

HEimr  EEDDEN. 

Declared  and  subscribed,  the  28th  of  May,  1863,  before  me. 
J.  PEARSON, 

A  Commissioner,  tCc 


D^osition  of  Matthew  M(^ire. 

BOBOUGH  OF  LiVEEPOOL,  tO  wit: 

I,  Matthew  Magnire,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  commission  agent,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare : 

That  on  the  evening  of  yesterday,  the  27th  instant,  about  5  o'clock,  1 
saw  the  steamer  Phantom,  lately  built  at  this  port  by  Messrs.  William 
C.  Miller  &  Sons,  return  from  a  trial  trip ;  and  saw  Mr.  Mann,  of  the 
firm  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  and  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  American,  Tvho 
are  well  known  to  me,  oh  board  of  her.  There  were  several  others  on 
board,  one  of  whom  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Treuholm 
&  Co.,  but  am  not  sure.  Captain  E.  L.  Teaaierj  who  is  also  well  known 
to  me,  was  also  on  board  said  steamer,  and  actmg  as  master  of  her. 

MATTHEW  MAGUIEE. 

Declared,  &c.,  28th  May,  1863,  before  me. 

HENRY  DUNCAN, 

A  Commissioner.  <Cc. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Earl  Rvxsell  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

FoEBiGM  Office,  June  1, 18C3. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Iett«r  of 
the  30th  ultimo,  inclosing  further  depositions  respecting  the  Phantom. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  air,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servaut, 

RtrSSBLL. 
Chables  Fkancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fic.,  &c,,  <jtc.  ' 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  June  3, 1863. 
Sib:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  have  fully  consid- 
ered, in  communicatiou  with  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  the  various 
papers  submitted  by  yon,  including  the  depositions  inclosed  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  30th  nltimo,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Phantom,  together 
with  the  information  which  has  been  obt^ained  by  the  board  of  treasury 
and  by  the  Home  Ofilce  nn  the  same  matter,  and  that  it  appears  to  her 
M^e.sty's  government  timt  no  sufAeient  evidence  has  yet  been  produced 
to  warrant  them  in  taking  any  action  with  respect  to  that  ateatu  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


CHARXja  Fbahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  *£c.,  (tc,  £c. 


RUSSELL. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard, 
[Extract.] 

yo.  89.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  10, 1863. 
Sib:  •••••••• 

The  Phantom  shipped  her  crew  at  the  Sailor's  Home  on  Monday  last 
Their  contract  is  for  a  voyage  to  Nassau  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  six 
calendar  months;  wages,  three  hundred  and  ten  shillings  per  month. 
On  Saturday  she  took  in  eight  large  cases,  supposed  K)  contain  shot. 
She  cleared  yesterday,  and  has  sailed  to-day  for  Nassau,  E.  T.  Tessier, 
captain;  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  consignees.  Her  crew  is  put  down 
nominally  at  twenty-seven  men,  bat  she  has  more  than  this  number  on 
board.  There  is  no  doubt  about  this  vessel.  She  has  been  built  for  and 
belongs  to  the  southern  confederacy,  and  after  she  gets  out  will  do' 
doabt  be  armed  and  turn  privateer.  I  shall  procure  a  copy  of  her  reg- 
ister. 

I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WuxiAJf  H.  Srwabd, 

Secretary  of  Stats. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 


EHFOHCEMEKT  OF  NEUTBALITy. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Smcard. 

[Extract.] 


ISo.  90.]  United  States  Consxtlate, 

lAverpool,  June  12, 1863. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  dispatcli  No.  S9,  aDd  the  clearing  and  sailiDg  of  the 
ateamer  Phantom,  I  have  now  to  stato  that  previous  to  her  sailitig  a  reg- 
ister was  taken  out  at  the  Liverpool  customs  in  the  name  of  William 
Thompson  Mann,  one  of  the  firm  of  Faweett,  Preston  &  Co.  A  slip  from 
the  Jounial  of  Commerce  of  to-day  states  she  sailed  for  Nassau  en  route 
to  Charleston. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

'    y  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  io  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  United  States  Conbtjlate, 

JAverpool,  Dei)ember-12, 1862. 
am:        •••••••• 

■  1  have  learned  more  abont  the  steamer  at  Stockton,  to  which  I  have 
so  often  referral  in  my  dispatches.  The  contract  for  building  her  was 
made  by  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  they  are  making  all  the  payments 
as  they  become  due.  The  frame  and  wood-work  are  very  strong  and  se- 
curely bolted.  Over  this  they  are  putting  on  iron  plates  one  and  one-tJbird 
inch  in  thickness,  with  a  lap  of  six  Inches  on  each  plate,  which  will  make 
almost  a  double  thickness  of  plates.  These  plates  are  secured  with 
heavy  iron  bolts.  It  is  said  here  that  she  is  for  the  merchant  service,  but 
I  doubt  it.  If  for  an  ordinary  steamer,  why  build  her  so  strong,  and 
then  cover  her  with  iron  plates  in  such  manner  as  to  give  her  nearly 
■  three  inches  of  iro'n  on  her  sides!  Besides  this,  the  fact  that  she  is 
building  for  Frnser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  of  itself  is  a  suspicious  circum- 
stance. There  me  dozens  of  sea-going  steamers  that  they  could  buy, 
good  enough  for  ordinary  purposes.  ITie  consul  at  Newcaatle-on-the-Tyno 
is  watehing  her  dosely,  and  will  no  doubt  endeavor  to  ascertain  her  tme 
character.    She  will  not  be  ready  to  launch  before  Februar>'. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOilAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  WiLUAJM  H.  Seward, 

SecreUiryof  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seaard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  48.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  13, 1863. 
Sie:  ,••••••• 

Eeferring  to  my  dispatoh  of  December  30, 1862,  numbered  185,  and. 

to  a  vessel  building  at  Stockton  for  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  I  have  now 
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to  report  tbat  this  vessel  faas  been  launched  and  named  the  Southerner. . 
I  presume  our  consul  at  Sewcastle-on-the-Tyne  haS  fully  advised  you 
abont  this  steamer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WnxiAJf  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[EztTftCt.] 

Ko.  66.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  April  22, 1863. 
Sm:  *•••-. 

lucloBures  Kos.  2  and  3  are  copies  of  two  affidavits  in  the  case  of  the 
steamer  Soathemer,  now  building  at  Stockton.  One  shows  she  belongs 
to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. ;  the  other  that  Captain  Butcher,  who  took  out 
the  Alabama,  is  superintending  the  building.  My  men  who  have  been 
to  see  her  report  to  me  that  she  is  built  for  merchant  rather  than  war 
purposes;  but  this  may  be  said  of  the  privateer  Virginia.  She,  too,  was 
built  for  merchant  service.  The  Southerner  can  be  converted  into  a  priva- 
teer as  well  as  the  Virginia.  Copies  of  these  affidavits  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Adams  yesterday  to  be  laid  before  the  government. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


I,  the  undersigned,  Joseph  H.  McOhesney,  the  United  States  consul 
at  NewcasUe-upon-Tyno,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  Mr.  Lock- 
wood,  of  the  firm  of  Pearce  &  Lockwood,  builders  of  the  new  steamer 
named  the  Southerner,  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  informed  me  at  their 
office  in  Stockton  that  they  were  building  said  steamer  for  Fraser  & 
Co.,  of  Liverpool,  who  had  contracted  for  the  same.  And  I  make  this 
solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  it  to  be  tnie,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  Majesty  King  William  the  Fonrtb,entitled"Anactto  repeal  an  act 
of  the  present  session  of  Parliament,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more 
effectual  abolition  of  oaths  apd  affirmations  taken  and  made  in  various 
departments  of  the  state,  and  to  substitute  declarations  in  Lieu  thereof, 
and  for  the  more  entire  suppression  of  voluntary  and  extra-judicial  oaths 
and  affidavits,  and  to  make  other  provisions  for  the  abolition  of  unneces- 
sary oaths.' " 

l3eclared  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  11th  day  of  April,  1863,  before 
me. 

J.  H.  MoCHESNEY, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  Chancery  in,  England. 
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I,  Matthew  Magnjre,  of  Dryden  Bood,  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool,  eommis- 
sioy  ngt^nt,  do  solemuly  and  Biiicerely  declare  that  on  the  16th  day  of 
March  instant  I  was  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  and  there  saw  m  the  huildmg 
yard  of  Messrs.  Pearce  &  Lockwood  a  large  screw  steamer,  bark-rigged, 
hull  pamted  dark  green,  one  fiinnel  painted,  which  I  was  informed  by  the 
persons  at  work  on  and  about  her  was  called  the  Southerner;  that  I  saw 
there  Captain  Butcher,  the  same  i>erBon  I  knew  as  being  in  comniaiid  of 
the  steamer  290,  afterwards  called  tbe  Alabama,  biult  by  the  Messrs, 
Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  from  Liverpool  in  August, 
186'J,  and  he,  the  said  Buttiher,  appeared  to  1^  superintending  the  fitting 
out  of  the  said  steamer,  tbe  Southerner,  giving  orders  to  the  workmen, 
and  evidently  recognized  by  tUem.  I  knew  him  to  be  the  same  man  who 
was  in  the  Alabama,  having  seen  him  on  board  that  vessel  when  in 
Laird's  yai-d.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  be- 
lieving the  same  to  he  true,  and  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  an  act 
made  and  passed  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King 
William  the  Fourth,  entitled  "An  act  to  rejieal  an  act  of  the  present 
session  of  Parliament,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  eftectual  abolition 
of  oaths  and  affirmations  taken  and  made  in  various  departments  of  the 
state,  and  to  snbstltute  declarations  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  the  more 
entire  suppression  of  extra-judicial  oaths  and  affidavits,  and  to  make 
other  provisions  for  the  abohtion  of  unnecessary  oaths.'" 

MATTHEW  MAGUIRE. 

Declared  and  subscribed  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the 
21st  day  of  April,  1803,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  administer  oaths  in  Chancer}/  in  England. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  88.]  United  States  Consulate,    - 

Liverpool,  June  3, 1S63. 
,SiR:  •  •  •  •  ••  •  • 

luclosure  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  letter  from  one  of  my  men  now  at  Stock- 
ton looking  after  the  steamer  Southerner  at  that  port.  The  information 
contained  in  it  I  regard  as  of  sufficient  imjwrtance  to  warrant  me  io 
ti'ansniitting  the  copy,  I  have  instructed  him  to  procure  affidavits  of 
all  the  facts  and  send  them  direct  to  Mr.  Adams.  We  have  affidavits 
that  this  vessel  belongs  to  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  Wid  has  been  super- 
intended by  Captain  Butcher.  1  am  informed  that  she  is  to  come  around 
to  Liverpool,  and  will  be  here  about  the  9th ;  that  she  is  to  go  out  as  a 
privateer,  but  do  not  regard  the  information  ft'om  an  entirdy  reliable 
source,  though  there  is  much  to  confirm  it.  Thus  far  I  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  positive  or  direct  evidence  of  her  intentions.  ■  •  • 
If  it  be  true  that  she  is  to  turn  privateer,  Iier  arms  and  ammunition  will 
no  doubt  be  sent  ont  on  some  other  vessel.  I  tbrwarded  yesterday  a 
copy  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  Adams. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


:dbvC00glC 
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Stockton-on-Tees,  May  30, 18C3. 

DEiE  Sm:  On  my  arrival  here  I  cominunicated  with  Blahistoivaod 
have  been  busy  all  day  about  the  Southerner.  The  facts,  which  can 
BOW  be  proved,  are  as  follows: 

That  the  Palmetto  and  the  name  Southerner  are  on  the  stem  of  the 
veflsel;  that  the  Palmetto  and  C.  S.  C.  (understood  here  to  mean  "con- 
federate screw  cutter")  is  on  all  the  imrcelain  ilttin^s.  That  the  mana- 
ger of  the  works  told  me  in  Blahiston's  presence  that "  Captain  Butcher 
wonld  take  charge  of  the  ship  as  commander  in  the  first  instance." 

That  we  learned  from  the  workmen  that  Bnt^-her  spent  "the  greatest 
part  of  his  time  in  superintending  the  vessel,"  and  also  that  "every- 
thing was  kept  very  qniet,"  but  that  it  was  i)erfectly  understood  she  was 
to  have  twelve  gnus  on  board,  but  that  she  would  take  them  trom  some 
other  vessel  which  was  to  meet  her  somewhere;  that  she  leaves  Stock- 
ton (this  was  from  the  manager)  on  Tuesday  aft«ruoon.  From  another 
party  I  have  that  she  goes  to  Hartlepool  to  have  her  compasses  rectified. 
That  she  has  engaged  part  of  her  erew,  and  that  the  men  have  served 
nnder  Bnt«her  before.  That  there  are  on  deck  now  two  cannons, 
IS-poimders,  mounted  &c.,  marked:  . 

G.  S.  Hall. 
S. 
18. 
But  that  there  are  five  port-holes  cut  on  either  aide  in  the  bulwarks, 
and  that  &om  other  information  we  believe  that  there  are  other  gnns 
concealed  on  board.    That  the  windows  of  the  afb-saloon  contain  the 
following  emblems,  identifying  the  ship  with  the  confederacy,  viz : 

No.  1. 


The  oval  A  is  ft  palm-tree  with  fasces  crossed  at  the  base ;  in  B  a  figure 
of  hope  presenting  a  cottou-plaut. 

No.  2.  On  the  window  fociug  this  there  is  the  British  eoat-of-arms, 
lion  and  unicorn,  &c. 

No.  3.  On  the  weet  window  is  a  view  of  Charleston  from  the  inside, 
with  the  confederate  flag  and  union  jack  dying  from  the  towers  of  the 
fortifications. 

No.  4.  Is  a  view  of  Savannah  from  the  interior. 

"We  were  on  board  for  more  than  an  hour.  The  tonnage  of  the  vessel 
is  2.000  tons.  The  engines  300  horse-power,  and  the  manager,  "Zoun- 
ger,"  told  OS  that  she  waa  intended  for  light  dmUght  of  water.    Thatr 
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the  workmen  on  board  eaitl  that  "things  were  kept  very  quiet,  hot  that 
it  was  notorious  tliat  the  vessel  was  for  something  more  than  appeared." 

The  ballast  of  the  ship  is  pig  iron.  The  whole  of  the  deck  cabios  are 
capable  of  easy  removal.  They  are  of  painted  maitle.  The  tables  in 
the  saloon  are  ready,  and  the  cai^ict  is  laid  down. 

•  •••••••■ 

I  think  that  the  only  important  facts  we  have  got  are  the  positive  in- 
formation from  the  manager  and  workmen  of  the  yard  as  to  Bnteher.  Tlie 
other  points  may  be  corrobative,  but  alone  are  nothing.  What  I  viuh 
to  ask  is,  whether  you  think  that  it  is  desirable  (providing  we  get  no 
more  facts)  to  put  these  statements  in  this  letter  into  a  deposition.  U 
80,  please  to  write,  so  that  I  may  have  yoiu-  advice  without  fail  on  Tues- 
day morning. 

In  the  mean  time  I  hope  to  get  other  facts  directly  connecting  Butcher 
with  the  ship,  and  shall  space  no  efforts  to  do  so.  On  Wednesday  I  pro- 
pose to  be  in  Hartlepool  to  meet  the  ship  and  watch  her  there,  and  per- 
haps it  may  be  as  well  to  wait  till  then  before  making  a  depcmition.  I 
am  deeply  anxious  to  complete  this  case,  but  I  must  admit  that  I  am 
not  as  successful  as  I  could  wish.  I  leave  the  remainder  of  this  letter 
for  anything  which  may  turn  up  before  post  time  to-morrow. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

T.  H.  DuDi^Y,  Esq. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[EstlaetB.] 

No.  425.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  June  5, 1863. 
SlE:  •••••• 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  note  and  papers  connected  with  the  •  • 
Southerner,  •  •  and  likewise  of  such  replies  as  I  have  received  from 
Lord  Eussell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAAia 
Hon.  WtLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamg  to  Earl  Bmaell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  3,  1803. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  two  depositions  relating  to  a  vessel  which  haa  been  fitting  out  M 
Stockton-on-Tees,  for  some  pnrtwse  not  usual  in  times  of  peace.  This 
Tessel  is  called-  the  Southerner,  and  is  the  same  to  which  I  called 
j-our  lordship's  attention  in  my  note  of  the  26th  of  Mart^  last.  1  think 
it  can  scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt  that  she  is  intended  to  canyon  the 
.same  piratical  mode  of  warfare  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
.States  now  practiced  by  the  so-called  AJabama  and  the  Oreto,    The 
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person  anperintending  her  efjuipment  appears  to  be  the  same  who  was 
aiuttlly  autive  iu  the  ease  of  So,  200.  I  therefore  feel  it  ia  my  <luty  to 
cftU  jour  ioi-clship's  atteutiou  to  the  case  iu  onlcr  thftt  the  proi>ei'  mea- , 
snres  may  be  takeu  iu  »eaaoii  to  preveut  any  evil  cousequeuces  to  the 
peace  of  the  twu' eountries  trora  the  eneape  of  suvh  a  vesHel. 
I  pray  your  lorilsbip  to  accept,  &c, 

CUARLES  FBANCI9  ADAMa 
Si^ht  Hon.  Eabl  Bcsseix,  &e.,  &o.,  Ac. 


Deposition  of  John  Baxter  Langley. 

I,  John  Baxter  Langley,  sorgcon  aod  journalist,  do  hereby  solemnly 
declare  that  on  Wednesday,  the  13th  day  of  May,  I  wjis  iu  Stockhin-on-  ■ 
Xeea,  ami  that  I  went  on  lioanl  a  vessel  lying  beside  the  ahip-bitilding 
yard  of  Pearse,  Lockwood  &  Go.  The  ship  was  about  320  fei't  long, 
and  had  the  name  ''  Southerner,  Liverpool,"  painted  in  gilt  letters  on 
her  stern.  Blie  was  an  iron  screw  steamer,  which  I  judged  to  be  from 
l.SOO  to  2,200  tons  register.  In  the  cabins  I  saw  porcelain  basius, 
marked  with  a  palm  tree,  and  the  letters  C.  8.  C,  which  I  understood  to 
mean  "  confederate  screw  cutter."  The  same  day  I  saw'  a  hole  being 
nit  in  her  side,  and  judge<1  that  her  iron  plating,  above  the  water-line, 
TB«  about  ten  inches  in  thickness.  A  workman,  employed  on  board 
of  the  ship,  told  me  that  the  vessel  had  plates  of  unusual  thickness 
ibove  the  water  line.  It  was  notorious  iu  Stockton,  at  this  time,  that 
the  vessel  was  intended  to  be  used  "  as  auother  Alabama."  I  was 
informed,  moreover,  that  Captain  Butcher,  late  of  the  Alabama,  was 
Boperi lite n ding  the  buildnig  of  the  ship,  and  workmen  in  the  yard  told 
me  that  he  was  frequeutly  oti  board  of  her  superintending  the  work.  I 
also  declare  that  I  wiia  again  in  Stockton-on-Tees,  on  Saturday,  May  30, 
and  that  1  noticed  further  that  the  vessel  in  question  ha<l  bad  tive  square 
holes,  corresiKtndiiig  to  her  deck  amidships,  cut  in  her  side,  and  suitable 
for  gnas  to  b^  worked  on  ber  deck  amidships.  I  also  declare  that  I  went 
on  board  the  vessel  on  that  occasion  and  entered  into  conversation  with 
Mr.  Younger,  the  mauagcr  of  the  works,  who  stated  that  the  arms  of 
the  Confederate  States  were  on  the  cabin  wiudow  ou  one  side,  and  views 
of  Savannah  on  the  other.  He  said  that  the  vessel  was  intended  to 
carry  cotton  from  Chai-leston,  and  that  Captain  Butcher  was  to  take 
cba^  of  her  as  commander  in  the  first  instance.  He  said  she  was  also 
to  carrj'  {lasseiigers  between  Liverpool  and  Cbarlesfon.  I  went  over  the 
ve«8e]  and  again  observe<l  the  emblems  on  the  porcelain  in  the  aft  cabin, 
and  that  the  cabin  windows  had  transparencies  as  follows :  No.  1,  two 
ovals;  00  the  ri;;ht  a  palmetto,  with  fasces  and  axes,  crossed  at  the  foot, 
vith  a  garter  and  motto  around  it  as  follows:  "South  Carolina;  auimis 
(^ibuaqae  parati."  On  the  left  oval  an  emblem  of  a  female  presenting 
a  cotton  plant,  or  something  of  the  kind,  with  the  motto  "Dum  spiro, 
Bpero,"  and  "  spes."  On  the  window  No.  2,  facing  this,  is  the  British 
royal  arms.  No.  3  is  a  picture,  which  I  take  to  be  that  of  Charleston, 
with  A  fortification  in  the  foreground,  fhim  which  floated  two  large  flags, 
theoue  being  that  known  as  the  confederate  banner,  and  the  other  "the 
Union  jack."  On  window  So.  4  was  a  picture,  which  I  take  to  be  that 
of  Savannah,  with  a  battery  and  gun  in  situation  in  the  foreground.  I 
«aw  two  guns  marked  "G.  S.  Hall,  S.  IBs,"  on  board.  I  supposed  them 
to  be  about  18-ponnders.  Opposite  the  ports  were  rings,  which  I  sap- 
poeed  to  be  intended  to  work  the  guns.    In  some  cases  the  rings  had^> 
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been  removed  &om  the  Bockete.  I  went  down  into  the  hold  also.  One 
of  the  TForkmen  on  board  told  me  that  Captaiu  Butt^her  was  enperin- 
tendiug  the  building  of  the  vessel,  and  that  he  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  on  board,  and  had  done  so  for  more  than  a  month.  He  said 
tliat  it  was  quite  nuderstood  that  the  ship  was  to  take  other  guns  on 
board  from  some  vessel  which  waa  to  meet  her  at  sea.  He  said  also 
that  Captain  But«her  had  engaged  his  crew,  and  that  some  of  those  who 
had  gone  witli  him  before  were  eugaged  to  go  with  him  again.  I  was 
also  informed,  on  the  same  day,  that  a  cargo  of  charcoal  was  to  be  put 
on  board  of  the  Southerner,  so  as  to  give  off  no  smoke  from  her  funnel 
Mr.  Younger,  the  manager,  stated  that  the  vessel  would  sail  Irom  the 
Tees  on  Tuesday  evening  or  Wednesday  morning.  A  common  rumor 
states  that  she  will  leave  the  river  on  Tuesday  night,  and  that  she  will 
stop  at  Middleshow  till  the  following  day,  after  which  she  will  go  t« 
HartleiHH))  and  have  her  comiiasses  rectified.  Other  reports  say  that 
she  is  to  go  direct  to  Liverpool,  and  there  take  in  her  crew.  From  what 
I  have  heard  and  seen,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  ship  in  question  is 
intended  for  the  serWce  of  the  Confederate  States  as  a  privateer,  and 
that  she  is  not  for  the  puri>08e  for  which  she  is  ostensibly  constructed. 
I  believe  that  the  extensive  space  below  and  between  decks  is  intended 
to  contain  and  receive  the  cargoes  of  merchant  vessels  seized  by  this 
Southerner.  . 

On  Monday,  June  1, 1  went  to  the  ship-yard  of  Messrs.  Lockwood, 
Pearse  &  Co.,  and  inquired  for  Captain  Butcher.  The  watchman  at  the 
gate  told  me  that ''  be  had  not  seen  him  that  morning  yet,  but  that  he 
might  have  come  in  through  the  office  and  gone  on  board  the  ship."  I 
went  to  the  office  and  saw  a  clerk  there,  who  said  that  it  was  about 
Captain  Butcher's  time,  and  that  if  I  walked  up  t«  towards  his  lodgings 
I  should  probably  meet  him.  He  told  me  theway  he  usually  came  down. 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  Butcher  waa  there  regularly  every  day.  I 
then  went  up  to  the  place  where  I  was  told  that  JButcher  lodged,  and 
asked  for  him.  I  was  shown  in  to  him,  and  inquired  whether  he  would 
have  any  objection  for  me,  as  a  reporter  connected  with  the  Loudon 
press,  to  go  on  board  when  she  went  on  her  trial  trip  from  Hartlepool 
on  Wednesday.  He  said,  in  reply,  "I  should  not  have  the  smallest 
objection ;  but  I  do  not  take  charge  of  the  vessel  until  she  is  quite  com- 
pletfi."  I  stated  that  I  had  understood  that  he  was  in  command  of  the 
ship,  to  which  he  replied:  "Yes,  that  is  quite  right;  but  I  do  not  like 
to  take  any  responsibility  untU  the  ship  is  finally  delivered  over  to  me," 
or  words  to  that  effect.  He  said,  further,  that  he  would  si>eak  to  the 
builders  about  the  matter,  and  toat  he  would  meet  me  on  board  the 
Son therner  atone  o'clock.  I  went  down  to  the  quay  side,  before  one  o'clock, 
and  saw  Captain  Botcher  on  board  the  Sonthemer.  I  thought  from 
what  I  saw  that  he  was  giving  orders  to  men  on  board.  I  saw  several 
of  the  men  touch  their  hats  to  him.  Wlien  I  went  into  the  yard  I  was 
told  that  .Captain  Butcher  was  on  board  the  big  ship,  and  I  found  him 
on  the  aft-poop,  where  I  had  previously  seen  him.  He  recognized  me 
again,  and  spoke  to  a  gentleman  whom  I  understood  to  be  one  of  the 
builders — either  Mr,  Pearse  or  Mr.  Lockwood.  He  said:  "Come  this 
way  and  I  will  introduce  you."  I  spoke  with  them  both,  and  I  heard 
the  gentleman  say  to  Captain  But<jier,  "I  would  not  allow  any  one  to 
go  with  you  down  the  river."  Then  turning  to  me  he  said :  "  We  shall 
send  down  a  train  from  this  very  early,  startling  about  five  o'clock,  and 
you  can  join  us  if  you  like."  I  said  that  I  should  probably  go  to  Hartle- 
pool, and  he  then  said :  "  Well,  the  harbor-majjter  knows  all  about  it. 
A  vessel  will  be  sent  out  fiom  West  Hartlepool  about  six  in  the  mom- 
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ing."  I  asked  Captain  Butcher  to  give  me  his  card  as  a  pass,  and  he 
did  BO.  Captaiu  Butcher  and  Mr.  Pease  (1)  then  joined  some  rlsitorB 
who  were  in  ttie  ait'Cabin,  and  I  joined  them.  One  of  the  ladies  asked 
vbat  was  the  meaning  of  the  C.  S.  C.  on  the  plates  and  dishes,  and  basins. 
The  gentleman  said  that  it  was  not  known ;  that  it  might  be  Cliarleston 
Steam  Company,  or  anything  else,  and  then  laughed  in  a  manner  which 
led  me  to  suppose  that  be  knew  more  than  he  was  inclined  to  tell.  In  reply 
to  the  same  question  Captain  Butcher  said  that  it  might  mean  Confed- 
erate Steam  Company,  or  Charles  Sjienee  &  Company,  or  anything  else. 
He  laughed  when  he  said  this,  in  the  same  manner  the  other  gentleman 
had  done.  On  the  same  day  I  went  to  a  photographer's  uiuned  Gutten- 
bargh,  and  there  saw  a  picture  of  Captaiu  But<;her  taken  in  the  dress  of 
a  naval  officer.  I  had  seen  a  cap,  such  as  the  picture  represented,  hang- 
ing up  in  his  lodgings.  The  buckle  and  buttous  of  the  uiiitbrm  bear  the 
emblem  of  the  southern  coutiederacy — the  palmetto.  There  are  also  let- 
ters on  the  buckle,  which,  however,  are  not  easily  legible.  I  had  heard 
that  Captain  Butcher  was  distributing  these  cartede-viHt^  among  his 
friends,  and  1  purchased  one.  I  can  declare  it  t«  be  a  correct  likeness  of 
Captaiu  Butcher,  and  I  am  told  that  the  uniform  is  that  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy.  And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true,  &c.,  &c. 

J.  BAXTER  LANGLEY. 

Subscribed  and  declared  at  Stockton,  in  the  county  of  Durham,  this 
2d  day  of  June,  1863,  before  me,  Joseph  Dodds,  a  commissioner  to 
administer  oaths  in  chancery,  in  Eugland. 


Deposition  of  Wm.  M.  Bldkiston. 

I,  William  Milbum  Blakiston,  of  Middleboro',  engineer,  do  hereby 
solemnly  declare  and  affirm  as  follows: 

That  is  to  say,  that  I  have  passed  frequently  up  and  down  the  river 
Tees,  in  passenger  boats  running  between  Stockton  and  Middleboro*, 
and  obser\'ed  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  a  vessel  of  large  size  at 
Messrs.  Lockwood  &  Pearse's  yard,  in  Stockton-on-Tees,  and  a  rumor 
being  quite  common  that  the  said  ship  was  being  built  for  the  southern 
confederacy,  I  was  led  to  observe  more  closely  the  building  and  fitting 
out  of  the  vessel  from  time  to  time.  On  the  25th  of  May  1  observed  that 
there  had  been  cut  on  each  side  of  the  bulwark,  amidships — tliat  is, 
between  the  fore-poop  and  the  after-i>oop — five  square  holes  about 
eighteen  inches  sqnare,  in  eacli  of  which  had  been  fitted  a  hinged  flap 
of  iron,  so  that,  when  closed,  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  nothing 
particular  cotdd  be  ob8er\-ed.  Ou  the  same  day  I  passed  the  vessel,  in 
one  of  the  river  st«amers,  one  of  the  said  iron  daps  was  up,  and,  point- 
ing its  nose  ont  of  the  hole  was  a  gun  mounted  on  a  carriage.  To  all 
appearance  this  gun  was  about  a  four-inch  bore.  I  had  been  previously 
told  by  a  i>er8on,  whom  I  believe  to  be  credible  and  well  informed,  "that 
twelve  (12)  guns  had  come  for  her." 

On  the  18th  of  May,  when  I  was  at  Stockton,  I  observed'that  there 
WHS  i>ainted  on  her  stern,  in  white  letters,  "The  Southerner,  Liverpool :" 
but  on  the  25th  of  the  said  month  that  had  l>een  supplanted  by  an  elab- 
orate piece  of  car\'ed  work,  on  which  was  cut  the  name,  "The  South- 
erner, Liverpool."  Above  and  in  the  center  of  the  inscription  there  was 
*'Palra  Tree"  in  green  and  gilt. 
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On  the  30th  of  May  I  went  on  board  the  same  vessel  in  company  with 
Mr.  J.  B.  Langley,  of  London.  I  was  present  dnring  a  conversation 
between  that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Younger,  the  manager  for  Lockwood 
&  Pearse.  I  heard  Mr.  Younger  say  tliat  "there  were  the  arms  of  tlie 
Confederate  States"  on  the  cabin  window,  and  that  there  were  views  of 
Bavannah  on  the  other.  Mr.  Younger  said  that  "Captain  Butcher," 
(who  is  reported  to  be  the  agent  for  the  Confederate  States  of  Araerira,) 
"was  to  take  charge  of  her,"  meaning  the  vessel,  "as  commander  in  tlie 
first  instance."  I  saw  her  engines,  being  direct-condensing  engines, 
with  two  mnlti-tubular  boilers.  Mr.  Younger  told  me  that  they  were 
three  hundred  horse-power,  upon  which  I  remarked,  that  seemed  to  be 
small  power  for  a  vessel  of  her  size.  In  reply  he  observed  that  sbe  was 
intended  to  navigate  shallow  waters,  and  that  power  did  not  much 
increnae  speed.  I  had  been  pre^'iou8ly  intbrmed  that  a  large  quantity 
of  charcoal  had  been  consigned  to  a  hosier  in  the  town  of  Stockton, 
the  charcoal,  however,  being  really  intended  for  the  use  of  this  vessel; 
and  should  such  be  the  fact,  I  know  that  it  could  be  used  with  the  boil- 
ers I  saw  for  the  purpose  of  rapidly  raising  steam  without  any  smoke. 
I  observed  two  or  more  steam  cranes  on  the  npper  deck.  In  the  cabins 
aft  I  saw  the  wash-stand  basins  marked  with  the  palm  tree  and  the  let- 
ters C.  S.  C,  which  I  nuderstood  to  mean  confederate  screw  cntter.  I 
saw  on  the  windows  of  the  cabin  transparencies  representing  what  J 
believe  to  be  arms  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  the  British  arms, 
and  a  view  of  Savannah ;  also  a  pictur*  of  a  turret  with  two  flags,  one 
being  the  confederate  banner,  and  the  other  the  British  ensign.  1  sair 
two  guns  on  board  mounted  on  carriages.  I  had  also  a  conversation 
with  one  of  the  workmen  on  board  the  ship,  who  told  me  that  she  hud 
two  hundred  tons  of  pig  iron  on  board  as  ballast.  I  asked  him  if  ke 
thought  that  the  two  guns  I  had  seen  were  sufBcient  for  a  ship  of  her 
size;  and  his  reply  was  that  "everything  was  kept  very  quiet ;  bnt  no 
doubt  she  would  take  more  guns  on  board  when  she  got  out  to  sea,  as 
the  other  one  had  done."  I  nuderstood  him  to  mean  the  Alabama  by 
"  the  other  one."  As  Captain  But«her  had  been  named  as  the  com- 
mander of  that  vessel,  I  asked  him  if  Captain  Butcher  spent  much  of 
his  time  on  board  the  Southerner,  and  he  replied  that  for  the  last  month 
be  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  time  on  the  vessel.  He  said  Cap- 
tain Butcher  had  engaged  his  crew,  and  that  some  of  those  who  had 
served  under  him  before  were  engagetl  to  go  with  him  again.  I  believe 
that  the  ship  is  intended  to  go  away  from  Stockton  on  Tuesday  evening 
to  Hartlepool,  for  the  purposes  of  having  her  compasses  adjnsted,  Ac,  &c 
WILLIAM  MILBUKN  BLAKISTOS. 

Bubscribed  and  declared,  Sec.,  Jane  2,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  DODDS,  Commigsioner,  &c. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEioN  Office,  June  4, 1SC3. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  respecting  the  Southerner  was  anfor- 
tuuately  not  deUvered  at  the  Foreign  Oiflce  till  8.50  p.  m.,  some  time  after 
the  business  of  the  day  was  ended  and  the  olhce  closed. 

I  have,  at  the  earliest  possible  hour  this  morning,  communicated  wifli 
thfi  treasury  and  home  department,  and  I  have  requested  that  onlen 


RUSSELL. 
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may  at  once  be  sent  by  telegraph  to  tbe  proper  aotliorities  to  pay  imme- 
diate attention  to  the  circumBtances  Bet  lorth  in  youi  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &g., 

Cdaeles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  £c.,  tCc,  dc. 
Mr.  Jhidlqf  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  89.]  United  States  Coksuxate, 

Liverpool,  June  10, 1863, 
SiK:  •  •  •  •  •        • 

Mr. ,  -ffho  was  sent  to  Stockton  to  look  after  the  steamer 

Sonthemer,  has  returned.  He  was  on  the  vessel  a  nrimber  of  times; 
talked  with  Captain  Butcher,  who  is  in  command,  and  with  the  other 
officers.  He  aecompanied  heron  the  trial  trip  from  Stockton  to  Hartle- 
pool; his  opportunity  for  seeing,  hearing',  and  obtaining  information 
about  the  character  and  destination  of  the  vessel  was  good.  He  is 
Btrengtliened  in  his  convictions  that  she  is  intended  as  a  privateer.  He 
finds  that  the  state-rooms,  and  all  the  appliances  for  carrying  passen- 
■  gere,  are  very  slightly  put  up,  and  can  be  removed  at  any  moment.  She 
kae  two  small  guns  mounted  on  her  decks,  such  as  are  usually  found  in 
passenger  vessels  of  her  size.  He  was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  any 
direct  evidence  as  to  her  being  a  privateer.    He  made  an  affidavit  of  all 

he  saw  and   learned,  and  procured  another  from  ,  his  assists 

ant  I  directed  him  to  send  them  to  Mr.  Adams.  (This  was  done,  and 
be,  Mr.  Adams,  caused  copies  to  be  laid  before  Lord  Buesell.  She  is 
now  on  her  way  to  Liverpool,  so  they  say.  I  am  expecting  her  to  arrive 
evcrj'  moment. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Horn  "William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  432.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1863. 
,  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell 
to  roe,  of  the  12th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Sonthemer,  as  reported  in  my  number  425,  of  the  5th  of 
June.  I  had  not  been  led  to  expect  any  other  answer,  especially  after  I 
learned  that  the  deposition  of  the  principal  witness,  Mr.  La'ngley,  was 
put  at  once  into  the  bands  of  the  parties  complained  of.  This  is  not  the 
flrrt  time  that  the  action  of  the  subordinate  officers  employed  by  the 
Kovemment  has  had  the  effect  of  preventing  rather  than  promoting  the 
development  of  testimony  likely  to  inculpate  the  ollenders.  Thus  it 
hapiteos  that  the  Phantom  has  actually  sailed,  and  the  Southerner  will 
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soon  sail,  probably  to  tnm  up,  in  some  shape  or  otiier,  as  active  partici- 
pauts  in  tlie  hostilities  carried  on  by  the  rebels  on  the  ocean  agaiust  tbe 
people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoEEiGN  Office,  June  12, 1863. 

Sib  :  At  tbe  same  time  that  I  communicated  to  the  lords  of  tbe  treasmy 
and  to  tbe  secretary  of  state  for  tbe  borne  department,  as  I  informed 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  iustant,  the  Htatemeuta  respecting  the  South- 
erner, contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  I  submitted  those  state- 
ments also  to  the  consideration  of  the  lav  advisers  of  the  Crown ;  aud  I 
have  since  learned  from  them  that-,  in  their  opinion,  the  evidence  sap- 
plied  by  those  statements  would  not  support  a  charge  against  tbe  ve-ssel 
that  she  is  so  equip^ied,  or  fitted  out,  or  destined,  as  to  constitute  a 
breach  of  tbe  provisions  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  that  it,  con- 
sequently, did  not  aflford  sufficient  warrant  for  arresting  the  vessel. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  two  depositions  inclosed  iu  your  letter  con- 
sists of  hearsay  matter,  or  statemeutfi  of  mere  belief,  which,  according 
to  American  equally  with  British  law,  are  inadmissible  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  upon  which  her  M^esty's  government  could  not  legally  pro- 
ceed. 

AttentioD  will,  nevertheless,  continue  to  be  paid  to  tbe  vessel,  with  a 
view  of  guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  against  her  being  equipped  in  this 
country  iu  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  foreign  en- 
listment act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chaelbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  AAams  to  Mr.  Seicard, 

Ko.  449.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  10, 1863. 
Sm :  In  connection  with  your  dispatch*  of  the  17tb  of  June,  (No.  629,'^ 
relating  to  armed  vessels  fitted  out  from  here,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit the  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Commodore  Thatcher,  of  the  Con- 
stellation, reporting  certain  anticipated  movements  of  the  steamer  South- 
erner, now  preparing  to  depart  from  Liverpool.  Copies  of  tbe  corre- 
spondence between  Lord  Kussell  and  myself  respecting  that  vessel,  ex- 
cepting the  final  reply  of  his  lordship,  received  on  the  3d  of  July,  and 
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inclosed  herewith,  hare  been  already  laid  before  you.  There  oever  baa 
beeo  any  idea  in  my  miud  that  she  could  be,  techmcally  Bpeaking,  de- 
Domioated  a  war  vessel.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  she  could  not  be 
aa  well  emjiloyed  in  depredating  on  the  unarmed  mercantile  navy  as  the 
Japan,  the  Lapwing,  the  Tacouy,  or  any  other  of  the  ships  that  could 
moaut  a  few  guns  to  be  so  used.  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  the 
belief  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  security  of  our  commerce  in 
Europe  depends  on  the  presence  of  some  war  steamers  of  a  higher  cla«s 
than  have  ever  yet  appeared  since  the  war  began. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


Commodwe  Thatcher  to  Mr.  Adamg. 

TJkited  States  Ship  Cokstbllation, 

Leghorn,  June  29, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  learned  from  many 
private  sources  entitled  to  credit  that  a  very  fast  steamer,  said  to  be  called 
the  Southerner,  has  been  built  in  England,  destined  for  a  confederate 
privateer,  to  cruise  against  our  extensive  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  j 
and  from  the  fact  that  a  rebel  commander,  Thomas  Jefferson  Page,  late 
of  the  United  States  navy,  has  recently  arrived  at  Florence,  with  the 
intention,  it  is  believed,  of  commanding  this  vessel,  I  have  reason  to 
thinb  this  information  correct. 

Tbia  vessel,  it  is  said,  will  arrive  in  a  Mediterranean  port  with  regular 
.  papers  and  a  cargo,  hut  fitted  for  a  cruiser  in  all  reaiiects,  except  her 
heavy  armament,  which  can  easily  he  placed  on  board  of  her  by  a  simi- 
lar process  to  that  of  the  arming  of  the  Alabama.  As  this  sloop-of-war 
is  the  only  United  Slates  vessel  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  is  but  a  sail- 
ing vessel,  she  could  not,  of  course,  successfully  pursue  a  fast  steamer, 
especially  at  this  seauon  of  prevailing  calms.  May  I  not,  therefore,  take 
the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to  urge  ujwn  our  Navy  Department  the 
necessity  of  sending,  at  the  earlist  possible  moment,  at  lea»t  one  fast  and 
well-armed  steamer  here  before  this  intended  work  of  ,de8tructiou  shall 
have  been  inaugurated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verj"  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
HENRY  K.  THATCHER, 

Commodore  United  iStafes  X'avg. 
Hod.  Ghables  Francis  Adamb, 

United  States  Minigfer  to  fke  Court  of  St.  James,  London. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  July  3, 1863. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  on  the  12th  of  Jime  to  communicate  to  you  the 
resnlt  of  the  inquUies  which  had  up  to  that  time  been  instituted  by  her 
Majesty's  govenimeut  with  reference  to  the  statements  resjwcting  the 
vessel  Sonthemer,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  that  month. 
It  however,  added  that  attention  should,  nevertheless,  continue  to  be  x>aid 
to  that  vessel,  with  the  view  of  guarding,  as  fkr  as  possible,  against  her 
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being  equipped  in  this  conntry,  in  a  manner  inconsfBtent  with  the  pro- 
visious  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you,  in  falflllment  of  that  assnrance,  that  ber 
Majesty's  government  considered  it  desirable  to  request  the  hoard  of 
admiralty  to  associate  with  the  custom-house  surveyor  at  Liverpool  an 
officer  well  acquainted  with  the  build  and  equipment  of  vessels  of  war, 
with  instructions  to  survey  the  Southerner,  and  to  report  the  result 
to  her  Majesty's  government. 

That  offieei-'s  report  has  now  been  received,  and  I  have  the  honor  to 
acquaint  you  that  it  appears  from  it  that  the  Southerner  is  an  ordinary 
built  iron  screw  steam  passenger  and  cargo  vessel  of  one  thoasand  five 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  tons,  fitted  with  engines  of  three  hundred  hoiw- 
power;  that  she  is  also  fitted  with  top-gallant,  forecastle,  and  poop-deck, 
with  d.eck-house  continuous^  fore  and  aft  with  the  same,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Inmau  line  "of  screw-boats  sailing  between  Liverpool 
and  New  York;  that  she  is  fttt«d  up  aft,  under  the  poop-deck,  wifli 
cabin  accommodation  for  about  sixty-six  saloon  passengers;  the  fore- 
castle for  the  crew,  and  deck-houses  for  the  ship's  officers;  that  her 
holds  are  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  cargo,  and  that  she  is  fitted 
witti  steam  winches  for  working  the  same. 

The  admiralty  surveyor  further  reports  that  he  finds,  upon  examinft- 
tiou,  that  her  top  sides  are  of  iron  plates  three-eigbths  of  an  inch  tliick, 
and  are  in  no  way  fitted  or  secured  for  the  working  of  guns,  and  that  she 
has  two  gangways  fitted,  one  on  each  side  amidships,  for  the  purpose  of 
working  her  cargo. 

The  surveyor,  in  conclusion,  says  that  upon  fully  examining  tlie 
Southerner,  he  cannot  find  anything  with  regard  to  construction  or 
fittings  that  would  leave  him  to  suppose  that  ^e  was  intended  for  bel- 
ligerent purposes.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSEUi. 

Chaeles  IPbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  cfcc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  SewarA, 

[Eitract.] 

No.  127.]  United  States  Constilate, 

Liverpool,  August  7, 1863. 
Sib:    •••••••  •• 

The  steamer  Southerner,  belonging  to  Fraser,  Trenbolm  &  Co.,  built  at 
Stockton,  so  often  referred  to  in  this  coiTespondence,  waa  entered  to  load 
on  the  5th  instant,  at  Liverpool,  by  G.  E.  Disier  &  Co.,  consignees,  for 
Alexandria,  via  Cardiff.  M.  J.  Butcher,  the  same  person  who  took  oat 
the  Alabama,  is  to  command  her.  She  is  to  ship  her  crew  to-day,  and 
will  no  doubt  sail  to-morrow.  I  have  not  learned  her  destination,  or  tlie 
character  in  which  she  will  go  out;  everjthing  is  kept  secret  about  her. 
If  able  to  learn  anything  will  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Adams.  •  •  * 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


N.  B. 


.—'August  S,  1863.— The  Southerner  cleared,  l^,^^^  livening. 
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She  has  ber  crew  on  boatd ;  liee  in  the  stream,  ready  to  sail.  Will  go 
oat  ttnday.  I  hare  written  to  oar  consul  at  Cardiff,  and  Mr.  Adams, 
about  her. 


Mr,  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legation  of  the  ITirrrED  States, 
Ho.  357.)  Paris,  October  6, 1863. 

SiB:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
jnst  received  from  the  United  States  connnl  at  Algiers,  in  reference  to 
Uie  rebel  steamer  Southerner.    From  tbis  it  would  appear  that  she  is 
engaged  in  the  transportation  of  cotton  to  England. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  scrrant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTON. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Kingabury  to  Mr.  Ifayton. 

So,  2.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Algi^s,  October  2, 1863. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  while  absent  from. my  post 
by  special  permission,  I  received  information  that  the  inspected  pirat« 
steamship  Sontbemer  was  at  Malta,  e*  route  from  Alexandna  to  Algiers. 
Accordingly  I  made  all  possible  haste  to  return,  hoping,  if  my  informa- 
tion was  correct,  and  our  apprehensions  should  be  sustained  b^  the  actual 
cfavacter  of  this  ve-ssel,  that  I  might  be  able  to  render  some  service  to- 
omr  country.  But  since  my  arrival  I  have  ascertained  that  the  Sonth- 
emer  came  into  this  port  on  or  about  the  20th  ultimo,  and  landed  several 
hsndred  Turkish  pilgrims,  and  proceeded  hence  to  Tangier  to  land  tbe 
remainder  of  this  class  of  her  passengers. 

She  bad  a  lull  cargo  of  cotton,  even  her  cabin  being  filled,  and  was 
jKweeding  to  Liverpool,  having  been  diE^tched  on  this  voyage  by  the 
well  known  firm  of  Wilson  &  Co.  The  ship  has  an  English  register,  a 
transcript  of  which  I  have  seen.  Is  about  oue  thonsand  five  hundred  tons, 
and  has  a  crew  of  flfty-two  men.  Wliii©  in  this  port  she  hoist«d  none 
but  the  English  flag.  This  information  has  been  gives  to  me  by  a  per- 
fectly competent  and  reliable  gentleman  of  my  acquamtauce  at  this 
place. 

I  am  also  informed  that  the  British  and  United  States  flags  are  paint«d 
upon  the  partitions  of  tbe  companion-way  or  entrance  to  her  cabin,  the 
ship  having  been  built,  it  is  said,  to  run  between  Liverpool  and  Charles- 
ton. Captain  Butcher,  who  commanded  tbe  Alabama  on  ber  trial  trip,, 
commands  tlie  Southerner,  and  has  been  for  several  years  employed  by 
Messrs.  Wilson  &  Co. 

I  think  this  information,  which  I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  to  donbt,. 
will  quiet  our  apprehensions  concerning  this  vessel,  at  least  until  she 
has  discharged  her  cargo  of  cotton. 

With  sentiments  of  very  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  KnfGSBURY, 

United  States  Consul 

Hon.  Wo-LiAM  L.  Dayton, 

.Envoy  Extraordinary  and  i 

Minister  Plenipotentiary,  tfcc,  djc..  Part*.  o 

17  A  c — ^VOL.  n 
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CASE  OF  THE  ALEXANDRA. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  46.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  11, 1863. 
Sm :  William  C.  Miller  &  Son  lanncbed  od  Saturday  last  the  guu1)oat 
they  are  building  for  the  confederates.  She  was  towed  into  the  Coburg 
dock  to  receive  her  engines,  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co«  which  are 
completed  and  ready  to  be  put  on  board.  Fawcett,  Pieston  &  Go.  made 
the  contract  for  building  this  boat  with  Miller  &  Son,  the  same  as  they 
did  tliat  for  building  the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida.  This  vessel  is 
smaller  than  the  Oieto,  and  from  appearances  ^vill  carry  but  two  guns, 
one  forward  and  one  aft,  botb  large  pivot,  and  so  arranged  as  to  fire  over 
the  bulwai'k.  Captain  Tessier,  the  same  who  commanded  the  Bahama, 
Tvith  a  number  of  men  from  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  were  at  the  launch- 
ing. Captain  Tessier  took  an  active  part,  and,  it  is  said,  is  to  take  the 
-vessel  out  when  completed.  I  have  retained  Mr.  Squarey,  of  the  firm 
■of  Duncan,  Sqoarey  &  BLickmore,  of  this  town,  and  shall  go  up  to  Lon- 
idon  to-morrow  to  retain  and  consult  Mr,  Collier,  the  barrister  we  had  in 
tJie  case  of  the  Alabama.  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  stop  this  vessel,  but 
enter  upon  the  business  with  doubts  and  misgivings.  My  attorney  here 
gives  me^o  encouragement,  and  thinks  we  shall  fail  if  the  government 
adhere  to  the  rule  they  laid  down  in  the  other  cases,  of  requiring  us  to 
make  out  a  case  before  they  moved  to  arrest  her.  It  there  was  any  way 
to  get  the  case  up  before  their  courts,  or  to  compel  the  parties  building 
her  to  testify,  there  would  be  no  difficulty ;  but  the  government  gives  ns 
no  aid,  and  leaves  jis  to  make  out  the  case  in  the  t^t  way  we  cnn,  and 
having  no  process  to  compel  persons  to  testify,  we  cannot  obtain  one 
particle  of  evidence,  except  such  as  is  voluntarily  given,  and  the  gov- 
erumcnt  here  requires  us  to  produce  legal  evidence  before  they  will  move. 
They  will  no  doubt  take  out  a  register,  and  clear  her  for  some  port,  and 
send  her  out  as  they  did  the  Oreto,  and  place  her  guns  and  ammmuni- 
tdoQ  on  some  other  vessel,  and  send  them  after  her.  I  will  report  the 
zesult  of  my  conference  with  Mr.  Collier  in  my  next. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  Sewabd, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Smcard. 

[Eitract] 

TSo.  60.]  United  States  OoNStTLATE, 

Liverpool,  March  20,  1863. 
Sib  :  Beferring  to  dispatches  Ko.  46  and  48,  and  to  the  subject  of  the 
gunboat  Alexandra,  recently  lanncbed  from  the  yard  of  William  C. 
Miller  &  Son,  intended  for  the  so-called  confederate  government  I  have 
now  to  inform  yon  that  •••••!  went  •  •  "  to  London. 
I  found  Mr.  Adams  "very  much  discouraged  about  the  attitude  of  the 
English  government  in  reference  to  the  building  and  fitting  ont  of  these 
Tessels,  and  doubting  somewhat  the  policy  of  making  ftulher  ^forts. 
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He,  bowever,  assented  to  my  obtaJDing  tbe  opinion  of  Mr.  Lnsh,  -who  is 
admitted  to  be  one  of  the  most  emiDent  lawyerB  in  the  kingdom.  In  this 
coontry  yoa  cannot  approack  a  bamster  except  tbrongb  an  attorney. 
I  employed  for  this  purpose  a  Mr.  Crowdy.  I  inclose  you,  marked  No.  1, 
a  copy  of  Mr.  Lash's  opinion.  I  have  determined  to  get  np  a  case,  if 
possible,  a^nst  this  vessel,  tmd  shall  employ  the  necessary  persons  to 
do  it.  It  will  cost  a  very  considerable  smn  of  money,  no  doubt,  but  I 
think  it  b^t  to  make  the  effort  I  have  no  idea  that  we  shall  Buc<;eed 
in  stopping  her ;  do  not  think  the  government  are  disposed  to  aid  ub  in 
the  least,  or  that  tbey  will  interfere  even  if  we  should  obtain  the  evi- 
dence. But  it  seems  to  me  we  should  leave  nothing  undone  on  our  part ; 
that  we  should  do  our  duty  whether  they  do  or  not.  If  we  should  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  evidence,  and  then  they  refuse  to  interfere,  it  will 
place  them  in  the  wrong. 

The  great  hardship  and  injustice  of  the  matter  is,  that  this  govern- 
ment refuses  to  move  until  legal  evidence  is  famished,  and  requires  the 
United  Stetes  govemmeut  to  procore  the  evidence,  and  provides  no  pro- 
cess or  means  by  which  we  can  obtain  it.  I  will  do  tbe  best  I  can,  and 
hope  the  department  will  approve  my  course. 

•  ••  a  •••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  • 


CASE  STATED  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONSUL  AT  LtVWtTOOL. 

On  Saturday,  the  7thof  March,  1863,  William  0.  Miller  &  Son  launched 
from  their  shipyard  at  Liverpool  a  steam  gunboat,  built  for  the  so-catled 
confederate  government  in  the  United  States,  and  called  the  Alexandra. 

Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  have  made  the  engines  and 
armament  for  this  vessel.  They  also  made  the  contract  with  tii»  Millers 
for  building  the  hull.  The  engine  and  armament  are  ready  to  be  placed 
on  board.  The  probabilities  are  that  the  vessel,  after  she  is  finished, 
will  clear  for  some  foreign  port,  and  the  armament  be  sent  out  in  some 
other  vessel,  aud  placed  on  her  there,  in  the  same  manner  as  was  done 
in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida. 

The  money  for  building  this  vessel  was  paid  by  the  boose  of  Fraser, 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  the  well-known  agents  of  the  insurgents. 
She  is  being  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Bullock,  an 
officer  of  tbe  so-called  confederate  navy,  who  superintended  the  Oreto, 
now  called  the  Florida,  built  by  the  same  parties,  and  the  steamer  Ala- 
bama, by  the  Lairds  at  Birkenhead,  and  who  has  been  sent  over  here 
for  the  express  purpose  of  superintending  the  construction  of  war  ves- 
sels for  ttie  insurgent  government. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  id  anxions,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  prevent  the  vessel  from  sailing. 

From  the  rule  laid  down  by  the  British  government  in  the  cases  of 
the  Oreto  and  Alabama,  uid  recent  remarks  made  in  Parliament  about 
other  vess^s  building,  it  is  inferred  that  the  government  will  not  arrest 
this  vessel  without  legal  evidence  being  first  produced,  and  that  they 
wiU  require  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  procure  and  furnish 
this  evidence. 

There  is  no  doubt  about  the  chfu-acter  of  this  vessel,  the  purposes  or 
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parties  for  vhom  she  is  bting  bnilt,  or  tiie  main  ftets  as  above  itatel. 
The  difflcnity  iB  to  obtain  the  legal  evidence.  To  du  this  it  will  be  Deece- 
saiy  to  examine  the  parties  engaged  in  building  and  flttmg  her  ont. 
How  can  this  be  doneT 

The  qnestions  snbmitted  to  counsel  are,  what  can  be  done  nnder  Out 
circnmstauces  to  stop  this  vessel  ?  What  can  the  goTemment  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  United  States  consnl,  do  to  stop  herl  Is  thete 
any  process  orproceedingprovided  in  English  law  by  or  nnder  which  the 
evidence  of  these  parties  who  are  engaged  in  building  and  fitting  her  out 
can  be  obtained  1  And  generally  to  advise  the  United  States  govem- 
ment  herein. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  process  or  proeeediDg  by  which  tiw 
parties  alleged  to  be  engaged  in  bniidiDg  and  fitting  oat  tilie  vessel  in 
question  can  be  compelled  to  give  evidence.  I  also  tiiink  that  the  conrt 
of  chancery  cannot  interfere  by  ii^tmction  to  restrain  the  parties  from 
sending  the  vessel  to  sea  on  the  groand  that  by  so  doing  they  would  be 
violating  the  provisions  of  the  fomgn  enlistment  act. 

The  charge,  b^g  one  of  a  criminal  nature,  mnst  be  suBtained  by  evi- 
dence mahuig  a  «rtma/a«te  case  against  the  parties  aocnsed,  before  ai^ 
proceedings  can  be  taken  against  them,  or  in  order  to  justify  the  seizoie 
of  Uie  vessel.  It  is  impossible  to  say  beforehand  what  amount  uid 
quality  of  testimony  will  be  sufBcient.  All  that  I  can  advise  the  United 
States  authorities  to  do  is  to  collect  the  statementa  of  persons  who, 
speaking -from  their  own  knowledge,  can  prove  that  the  Alexfmdiais 
being  built  for  warlike  purposes  under  the  direction  and  superintend- 
ence of  Captain  Bullock ;  that  he  is  au  officer  of  the  so-called  confederate 
navy,  aud  that  he  superintended  the  constroctiou  of  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida ;  and  to  lay  these  statements,  with  any  other  £icts  which  can 
be  obtained,  before  the  government.  Sliould  the  statement  raise  a  fsoi 
inference  against  Captain  Bullock,  it  might  assist  the  object  of  the 
United  States  consnl  to  summon  him  before  th£  magistrates  with  a  view  to 
his  conunittal  for  trial  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  59  Geo.  3, 
c.  69. 

B.  W.  LUSH. 

Tempui,  Mareh  16, 1863. 


JIfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extnct.] 

So.  362.]  Legation  of  the  Umited  States, 

London,  April  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  several  notes  which  have 
l>assed  between  myself  and  Lord  Bussell  respecting  certain  vessels  in 
preparation  at  Liverpool  to  cany  on  hostilities  against  the  United  States. 
The  evidence  already  coll^ited  to  sustain  these  allegations,  and  that 
which  we  are  in  a  way  to  obtain,  wiJI  be  of  a  kind,  I  trust,  to  enable 
the  government  to  exert  its  power  in  some  form  of  repressiom  I  have 
labored  to  impress  upon  his  lordship  the  value  of  some  demonstration 
of  the  kind,  as  a  protection  to  both  countries  against  the  unhallowed 
intrigues  of  desperate  adventurers,  British  fuid  American.  I  really  think 
his  lordship  and  a  portion  of  the  cabinet  ministers  sincerely  so  disposed. 
Others  are  inclined  an  opposite  way,  and  still  others  are  indifferent. 
So  that  it  is  impossible  to  predict  what  may  be  done.    At  Liveipotri  it 
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ii  improbable  that  any  efforte  of  goTemment  officers  to  give  aid  can  be 
dqt^ded  upon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  eir,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

CHAELES  FluirCIS  ADAMS. 
Hob.  WiLiUH  H.  Sbwabo, 

8eoretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adam$  to  Earl  Rtusell. 
[Bstraet.] 
liBGATIOM  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Londmi,  March  30, 1863. 
Mt  Loeb  ;••••••• 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yoar  lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter 
.  from  Mr.  Dudley,  together  with  a  nnmber  of  depositions  taken  before 
the  coUeetor  of  Liverpool,  going  to  show  a  similar  eqoipment  of  another 
steMner,  ealled  the  Alexandra,  in  the  same  port.  I  shall  remit  no  exer- 
tioii  to  place  in  the  hands  of  her  M^esty's  government  all  the  informa- 
tion that  can  be  obtained  touching  these  hostile  designs,  being  qnite 
eonfldent  that  I  can  in  no  way  contribnte  so  effectnally  to  the  defeat  of 
the  machinations  of  evil  minded  persons,  who  hope,  through  a  dexteions 
use  of  snch  hostile  armaments,  to  involve  the  people  of  the  two  conntriea 
in  hostilities  ont  of  which  neither  c^ui  e}q>ect  to  reap  the  smallest  advan- 
tage. 

I  have  the  honor  likewise  to  submit  to  your  lordship's  consdderation 
another  note  from  Mr.  Dudley,  of  the  2Stn  instant,  transmitting  copies 
of  certain  papers  which  appear  to  prove  qnlte  conclnsivcly  the  relations 
of  certain  persona  in  LivOTpool,  whose  names  appear  therein,  to  the  in- 
BiD|ent  authorities  in  the  United  States.  It  thus  appears  that  the  same 
individuals  who  were  concerned  in  the  ontflt  and  departure  of  the  gnn- 
boat  290,  are  those  now  mentioned  as  directing  the  ontflt  of  the  Alex- 
andra. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAJIS. 
fiight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  £e.,  &e.,  &e. 

[For  mclosnrea  9  to  14,  with  above  note,  see  "  Rebel  Craisera,"  sub- 
divisioa  "The  Alabama,'*  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
No.  362,jMMf.j 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

TTMited  States  Constlate, 

Liv^pool,  March  28, 1863. 
Snt :  I  indose  yon.  copies  of  affidavits  made  before  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  and  submitted  to  him  in  support  of  an  application  by 
me  made  to  h'""  t^in  d^,  to  retain  the  gunboat  leoently  launched  from 
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the  yard  ofWiUJamC.MiUer&SoDSieatledtiie  Alexandra,  wbich  has  been 
built  for  the  rebels,  and  is  now  being  fitted  out  here  in  this  port,  to  croise 
and  make  war  against  the  goveminent  and  people  of  the  United  States. 
The  copies  are  sent  to  you  for  the  pnrpoBe  of  being  laid  before  the  secretary 
of  foreign  affairs  of  her  Majesty's  government,  as  the  basis  of  an  appli- 
cation for  them  to  arrest  this  vessel,  at  the  instance  of  mj  legal  advisen, 
Mr.  Squarey  and  G.  Milward,  barrister,  whom  I  have  employed  in  con- 
nection with  E.  Lush,  esq.,  Q.  C.  I  inclose  also  a-  copy  of  my  writtm 
apphcation  to  the  collector. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  I>tn>LET. 
Hon.  Ohables  Fbanois  Adams, 

United  8tate»  iftnisfor. 


Jlfr.  Dudley  to  the  eoUector. 

I,  the  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do 
hereby  apply  to  yon,  on  ))ehalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  seize  and  detain  a  vessel,  now  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock  m 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  called  the  Alexandra,  with  her  taclde,  appard, 
and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammonitioD,  iuid  storea 
which  may  belong  to  or  be  on  board  of  the  said  vessel,  pursuant  to  the 
powers  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act  of 
ParUamen^  59  Geo.  3,  c.  69,  on  the  ground  that  anch  vessel  is  being 
equipped,  raruished,  and  fitted  out,  in  order  that  such  vessel  sh^  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the  power 
of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with 
the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  ioii 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  witii  which  government  her 
Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

Dated  28th  March,  1863. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


SiMtTEL  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  Cuatomsy  Liverpool. 


I,  Thomas  H.  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesl^  Terrace,  Prince's  Pai*.  Liver- 
pool, in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  aflOrm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to  my 
religious  belief^  unlawful,  and  1  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely  and  tralj 
affinu  and  declare  as  follows :  I  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  ot 
America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies;  I  say  that  there 
is  now  and  for  some  time  past  has  been  a  war  carried  on  betwera  the 
government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  certain 
persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  government,  and  pretended  to 
set  up  and  assume  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  styling  them- 
selves the  Confederate  States. 

I  fiirther  say  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  iBfiMma^h»,  w 
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bdief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  lier 
Htyesty  the  Queen  onder  her  sign  manual  or  any  order  in  couuselj  or  any 
{woctamation  of  her  said  M^esty  or  otherwise,  or  at  all  authorizuig  any 
person  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  equip,  famish,  fit  out. 
or  arm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order  that  such  ship  or  vessel 
diall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States 
to  cnii^  or  commit  hMtilities  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
said  United  States  of  America,  and  that  her  M^eety  is  not  now  at  war 
with  the  said  United  States. 

I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  government  or  persons 
assaming  the  govemment.of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  two 
Tessels  of  war,  one  of  them,  namely,  the  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida, 
was  built  by  Messrs.  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons  of  Liverpool,  and  another, 
the  Alabama,  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Company,  and  they  had  been  employed 
by  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States  against  the  government  and 
people  o^the  United  States  of  America  in  the  war  that  is  now  going  on, 
and  armaments  and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them 
or  were  sent  oat  from  England  to  meet  the  ships  abroad  and  were  then 
placed  on  board  them. 

On  the  seventh  of  the  present  month  of  March  another  vessel,  built 
Md  intended  for  a  steamship,  was  built  by  the  said  Messrs.  William  C. 
HiQer  &  Sons,  and  as  this  deponent  verily  believes,  built  aud  Intended 
for  a  gunboat,  was  launched  by  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  in 
Liverpool,  and  was  named  the  Alexandra,  and  which  vessel  is  now  in 
the  TOxteth  dock  in  the  port  and  town  of  Liverpool,  in  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Messrs.  Pawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  engineers,  are  suppljing 
the  engines  for,  and  are  now  erecting  aud  fixing  the  same  on  board  the 
said  ship. 

1  say  I  am  informed  aod  verily  believe  that  Messrs.  Fraaer,  Trcnholm 
&  Co.,  who  act  as  the  agents  for  the  said  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment, are  concerned  in  having  the  ship  built  aud  fitted  out.  That  the 
moneys  required  for  such  purpose  have  been  and  are  supplied  by  the 
said  Eraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.  I  further  say,  a  Captain  Bollock,  who  is 
ia  constant  communication  with  parties  in  Liverpool  who  are  kuown  to 
be  connected  with  and  acting  for  the  parties  who  have  assumed  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  and  who  took  out  the  ves- 
sel Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  who  aaperintended  the  building  and 
fitting  of  the  steam  gouboat  No.  290,  now  called  the  Alabama,  who  went 
.  with  ber  on  part  of  her  voyage  out  from  this  por^  is  now  in  Liverpool, 
and,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe,  is  superintending  the  building  and 
fitting  out  of  the  Alexandra. 

I  am  informed  and  verily  believe  that  a  Captain  Tessier,  who  has  been 
long  in  the  service  of  the  said  Phaser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  who  commanded 
the  Bahama  when  she  took  out  Captain  Semmes,  now  of  the  Alabama, 
as  also  part  of  the  crew  and  armament  of  that  vessel,  to  meet  her  and 
transship  the  same  into  her  when  she  was  at  the  island  of  Terceira,  is  also 
superintending  the  fitting  ont  of  this  ship. 

I  say  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  John  De  Costa,  Oliver  Bemington 
Mumford,  Neil  Black,  Thomas  Hutson,  and  Matthew  Maguire,  sworn  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  March  instant,  and  I  say  that  from  the  facts  therein 
spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid,  I  verily  believe 
and  say  that  the  said  vessel  Alexandra  is  being  fitted  oat  with  intent 
and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
s^d  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government,  and  called! 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with  the  intent  t«  cruise  and 
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commit  hostilities  against  the  goyemmeDt  aod  citizeoB  of  tHe  United 
of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Aflanned  before  me,  at  the  costom-honae,  Liverpool,  the  20th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  CoUeetor. 


Depo^tion  of  John  Be  Costa. 

I,  John  De  Costa,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  shippin; 
agent  and  8t«am-tug  owaer,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Messieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  ship  builders,  of  Liverpool,  have 
been  constructing  a  tug-boat  for  a  steam-tug  company,  in  which  I  am  a 
partner  and  shareholder ;  and  I  have  for  the  last  two  or  three  months 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  at  the  yard  inspecting  our  boat.  Id  the 
same  yard,  and  on  a  slip  next  to  that  which  our  boat  occupied,  there 
was  being  built  by  Messieurs  William  G.  Miller  &  Sons  a  ship,  since 
launched,  and  called  the  Alexandra. 

I  say  that  I  was  infonned  by  Mr.  William  C.  Miller,  the  senior  partner 
of  the  said  firm  of  William  0.  Miller  &  Sons,  that  the  said  ship  was 
intended  for  a  gunboat.  The  said  Mr,  Miller  also  conversed  with  me  as 
to  the  speed  of  the  steamship  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  which  was 
built  by  them,  the  said  Messieurs  William  G.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  which 
he  said  was  greater  than  that  of  the  Alabama,  but  that  he  expected  the 
vessel  now  called  the  Alexandra  would  be  faater  than  either. 

I  have  seen  a  Mr.  Welsman,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Eraser, 
Trenbolm  &  Co.,  at  Messieurs  William  C,  Miller  &  Sons'  yanl.  iie«- 
sieurs  Fraser,  Treuholm  &  Co.  act  as,  and  are,  agents  for  the  confederate 
government,  and  Mr.  Welsman  was  inspecting  and  giving  orders  as  to 
tiie  Alexandra.    I  have  seen  him  on  several  occasions  doing  so. 

I  have  also  seen  at  the  said  yard,  when  the  said  ship  Alexandra  was 
being  built,  Captain  Tessier,  who  i^  and  has  for  many  yeais  been,  in  the 
employ  of  Eraser,  Trenhobn  &  Co.,  and  who  commanded  the  steamship 
Bahama,  and  who  took  out  Captain  Semmes  and  certain  makers  m 
armaments,  and  crew,  to  the  island  of  Tcrceira,  in  the  Atlantic,  t«  meet , 
the  steamer  Alabama,  after  the  Alabama  had  cleared  &om  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  had  gone  to  the  said  island  of  Terceira,  and  there  tiaiu- 
shipped  Captain  Semmes  and  such  armament  and  crew  into  the  said 
ship  Alabama,  as  I  am  informed,  and  verily  beUeve. 

I  have  seen  and  heard  the  said  Captain  Tessier  at  the  said  yard  giv- 
ing orders  as  to  the  combings  of  the  hatch,  and  other  matters  in  con- 
nection with  the  building  of  the  said  gunboat. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  instant,  we  bad  a  trial  trip  of  oar  tag-boat,  which 
is  called  the  Emperor,  and  Captain  Tessier  and  Mr.  Miller,  the  junior 
member  of  the  said  firm  of  William  G.  Miller  &  Sons,  were  on  bovd  ber 
on  this  occasion.  Captain  Tessier  then  told  me  that  be  had  had  the 
command  of  the  Oreto,  and  took  her  to  Ifassau,  in  New  Providence,  in 
order  that  she  might  from  thence  run  the  blockade  instituted  ^id  inforced 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  on  the  port  and  harbor  of  Mobile; 
and  that  when  she  was  running  the  blockade  into  Mobile  from  Nassau, 
the  blockading  fleet  of  the  United  States  fired  into  her.    That  oae  shot 
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■tmok  her  and  went  clean  tbroogh  the  side  ot  the  vessel,  touching  the 
top  of  the  boiler,  and  goiuK  throoKh  the  other  side  killing  onemaD.  Mr. 
Miller  said  that  he  had  understood  from  Captain  Bullock  that  the  shot 
did  not  go  through  her.  Captain  Tesaier  also  said  that  the  speed  of  the 
Emperor  would  not  suit  their  purposes.  I  said  to  >i|m,  if  it  is  for  run- 
ning the  blockade,  it  vould  not  suit  for  such  a  purpose ;  to  which  he 
repued  that  there  had  been  plenty  runningthe  blockade  that  had  gone 
no  swifter,  but  then  the  foga  had  given  them  the  opportunity  j  and  added, 
that  if  the  Oreto  had  gone  no  faster  he  would  have  been  caught  twice. 
Captain  Tessier  and  Mr.  Miller,  junior,  said  that  the  Alexandra  was  for 
the  southern  confederacy,  and  everybody  knew  it,  and  that  they  did  not 
pretend  to  keep  it  ttom  any  one,  and  that  he.  Captain  Tessier,  was  going 
to  command  her. 

In  the  course  of  that  conversation  some  one  said,  but  who  I  do  not 
Temember,  thitt  they  would  get  into  trouble  with  the  British  government. 
The  said  Mr.  Miller,  junior,  replied  that  they  would  not,  as  they  should 
dear  her  in  the  same  manner  as  they  did  the  Oreto. 

The  said  Captain  Tessier  stated  in  my  presence,  iu  the  course  of  said 
conversation,  that  the  said  ship  was  being  fitted  up  as  a  gunboat,  and 
was  intended  for,  and  will  be  employed  as  such  in  the  service  of  the  said 
BO-called  Contederate  States. 

I  say  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Spear,  of  the  firm  of  Fawcetf,  Preston  & 
Company,  that  his  firm  were  building  the  engines.  They  are  the  same 
persons  who  supplied  the  Oreto  with  her  engines. 

I  say  that  from  what  I  saw  of  the  said  vessel,  Alexandra,  and  &om 
what  I  was  told  by  the  said  Messieurs  Miller  and  other  parties  iu  their 
yard,  the  said  vessel  was  built  for,  and  that  she  is  now  being  fitted  up 
as  a  gunboat,  and  is  intended  for  and  will  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
the  so-called  confederate  government  as  a  mai)-of-war,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  caiitsring  and  deetro>'ing  vessels  and  property  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  said  United  States  and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States. 

I  say  that  from  the  fact  and  circunistances  aforesaid,  1  verily  believe 
and  say  that  the  said  vessel,  the  Alexandra,  is  being  equipped  and 
fitted  oat  with  intent  and  in  order  that  snch  vessel  shall  be  employed 
m  the  service  of  the  persons  exercising  powers  of  government  in  the 
said  States  called  or  known  as  the  southern  confederacy  or  Confederate 
States  of  America,  with  iutent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against 
the  goTemment  of  the  United  States  of  Americaand  the  citizens  thereof. 
JOHN  De  COSTA. 

'  Sworn  before  me  at  the  cnstom-bonse,  Liverpool,  this  28th  day  of 
)larch,1863. 

J.  PKICE  EDWAEDS,  ColUietor. 


5. 

DepoaitUm  of  Oliver  R.  Mwnford, 

I,  Oliver  Bemington  Mumford,  of  liTew  York,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  master  mariner,  make  oath  and  say : 

I  liave  been  a  captain  of  .merchant  vessels  ever  since  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-flve,  and  have  been  tJie  owner  of  ships  and 
have  superintended  the  construction  of  vessels. 

I  have  examined  the  vessel  called  the  Alexandra  uow)iyi|^|^^^](^ 


268  ENFOECEMBKT  OP  NETTTEALITY. 

Toxteth  dock,  and  which  trae  built  by  Messieurs  Willian  0.  Miller  & 
Sons,  and  from  her  appearance,  and  more  particularly  ber  solid  constmc- 
tion,  I  am  of  opinion  that  she  is  bnilt  for  and  is  intended  for  a  gunboat 
and  not  for  the  merchant  srrvice,  and  I  say  that  she  is  altogether  un- 
Boitable  for  the  merchant  service.  Her  bulwarks  are  much  lower  and 
stronger  than  those  which  are  ever  used  on  board  a  vessel  of  her  size, 
if  intended  for  the  merchant  service.  Her  hatchways  are  too  small  fco: 
the  merchant  service,  being  not  moie  t^im  two  feet  and  a  half  wide,  and 
a  little  loDger,  and  would  not  be  of  any  available  nae  in  a  vessel  intended 
to  carry  merchandise,  being  too  small  to  allow  of  the  loading  or  nnload- 
ing  of  cai^o;  and  I  say  that  hatchways  snch  aa  those  provided  in  the 
Alexandra  are  provided  for  gnnboats  and  men-of-war,  and  vessels  so 
emploj^ed,  or  for  yachts,  and  nowhere  else. 

She  is  ntted  with  pamps  of  a  description  and  character  which  I  have' 
never  seen  used  in  any  merchantman.  There  are  three  of  them — one  a 
brass  one,  on  the  port  side,  in  connection  with  which  there  is  a  deck 
plate  with  connections  to  snpply  more  than  one  stream  of  water  in  case 
of  Are  or  other  emergency,  and  two  iron  pumps — forward,  with  a  belay- 
ing pin  through  the  top  to  make  f^t  when  required,  and  the  eatoation 
of  the  pumps  are  different  to  what  they  are  on  merchant  vessels,  where 
they  are  placed  always  abaft  the  mainmast. 

She  is  fitted  with  a  brass  or  composition  screw  such  as  would  not  be 
nsed  on  board  a  merchant  vessel,  and  is  used  in  gunboats. 

From  her  whole  constraction,  and  from  my  experience,  I  say  that  the 
said  ship  was  bnilt  and  is  being  fitted  out  for  war  purposes. 

OLIVEE  REMINGTON  MUMPOED. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-hoose,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

8.  PBICE  BDWAfiDS,  CoUeetor. 


Deposition  of  Neil  Blach 

I,  Ifiel  Black,  of  18  Neptune  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  conoty  of  Lan- 
caster, ship  carpenter,  make  oath  and  say  aa  follows: 

1.  I  have  been  engaged  in  ship-building  for  the  lost  thirty  years,  and 
have  been  engaged  on  vessels  intended  for  war  purposes. 

2.  On  the  ^enty-first  day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  I  saw  the  vessel  Alexandra  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  and  I  then 
went  on  board  her  and  examined  her.  She  is  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  feet  iu  length,  and  about  twenty -four  beam,  and  about  one  bondred 
and  twenty  tons. 

3.  I  found  her  extremely  strongly  built  of  oak  wood  very  thick.  Her 
beams  are  about  thirteen  inches,  and  about  two  feet  and  a  hiUf  apar^ 
and  ber  widest  hatch  being  only  two  and  a  half  feet  fore  and  aft,  and 
about  five  feet  across  the  vessel;  and  I  say  that  the  space  between 
the  beams  in  merchantvessels  is  never  less  than  four  feet,  and  the  hatch, 
seven  feet  by  six  feet  fore  and  aft. 

The  said  ship  has  strong  iron  beams  of  double  angle  iron.  Her  bul- 
warks are  very  strong  and  low — more  than  a  foot  lower  than  would  be 
fonnd  on  any  vessel  for  the  merchant  service.  Her  upper  deck  ia  of 
pitched  pine,  which  I  have  never  seen  except  in  ships  of  war. 
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Sbe  is  wholly  nnadapted  for  mercantile  or  pleasure  pnrposes.  I  say 
tint  these  facts,  and  the  whole  contraction  of  the  vessel,  Alexandra, 
clearly  show  me,  as  a  practical  man,  that  she  is  built  for  a  war  vessel 
and  not  to  be  nsied  for  mercantile  pnrpoees.  She  has  all  the  appearance 
of  i  gtmboat,  and  from  my  experience  in  the  bnilding  of  ships  for  the 
pnrpoees  of  war,  that  soch  is  the  pnrpoee  she  has  been  bnilt  and  is  now 
behig  fitted  ont  for. 

I  8ay  that  I  was  informed  by  a  man  who  is  in  the  employ  of  W.  C. 
MfDor  &  Sons,  the  baildere,  and  who  was  at  work  on  her,  painting  her, 
irtw,  is  reply  to  a  qnesdon  of  mine,  whether  she  was  built  for  ihe 
Chinese  government,  said  that  she  was  not,  bat  was  for  the  confederate 
gDvenuuent.  While  I  was  talking  with  the  mwi,  Mr.  W.  G.  Miller  came 
np  and  ordered  me  off  the  vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  threatened 
instantly  to  diachai^  the  shipkeeper  if  he  allowed  a  stranger  again  to 
cone  on  board  of  her. 

NIEL  BLACK. 

Svom  before  me  at  the  cnstom-honse,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1863. 

a  FBIOE  EDWABDS,  OolUetor. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Hutson. 

I,  Thomas  Hntson,  of  nnmber  6,  St.  George's  conrt,  Bed  Cross  street, 
liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  boatman^  make  oath  and  say  as 
fonows: 

I  have  done  duty  as  a  seaman  on  both  American  and  British  men-of- 
wu.  I  have  seen  the  vessel  known  as  the  Alexandra,  and  which  was 
bnilt  by  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons,  of  Liverpool,  both  daring  the  time 
she  was  in  their  yard  and  since  she  has  been  launched. 

She  is  in  my  opinion  intended  for  a  gnnboat,  and  is  very  similar  to 
oar  gunboats,  which  I  have  seen  and  been  on  bcmrd  of.    She  is  too  solid 
bi^  and  her  bulwarks  too  low,  to  be  intended  for  a  merchant  vessel. 
.  While  she  was  being  built  I  was  told  by  a  carpenter  working  on  the 
vewel  that  she  was  a  gunboat  for  ttie  Confederate  States. 

THOMAS  HUTSON. 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  custom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  of  March, 
1883. 

8.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  Oolleetor. 


Dt^osition  of  ifattheie  Maguire. 

I,  Matthew  Maguire,  of  Dorairs  Lane,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lan- 
caster, agent,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  Saturday,  the  seventh  day  of  March  instant,  I  was  at  the  lannch 
of  a  vessel  which  took  place  at  Meseieurs  William  C.  Miller  &  Sons' 
fatd,  and  which  vessel  was  named  the  Alexandra  by  Mrs.  Miller.    She  >. 
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18  about  cme  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  long,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons.  There  were  pvoKnt  Mr.  Prlolan^  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Fraaer,  Trenholm  Sc  Oompuiy;  Oaptain  TesBier,  who,  se- 
rious to  her  being  IstuwAed,  examined  her  carefully  &om  thestage ;  a 
Ur.  Hamilton,  the  clerk  to  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Ti^iholm  &  Compai^, 
who  ia  almost  always  with  Oaptain  Bullock,  who  accompanied  Captain 
Batcher,  who  commanded  the  Alabama  when  she  left  this  port  for  pui 
of  her  -roya^,  and  then  returned  to  this  coontay  where  he  is  now ;  two 
other  clerks  from  Measieara  Fraser  &  OiHnpauy ;  a  Mrs.  Dugoid,  (the 
wife  of  Cdptain  Duguid,  who  took  oat  the  Oieto  in  the  fliat  instance,) 
and  Bome  other  ladies. 

Since  the  vesael  was  first  laid  down  I  have  been  in  conununioatioD 
with  the  men  working  on  her,  and  various  other  mgai  going  to  the  yard 
of  Messieurs  Miller  &  Sons,  and  I  have  been  from  time  to  time  told  by 
them,  as  also  by  the  gateman  at  the  yard,  and  one  of  Messieurs  Willifun 
O.  Miller  &  Sous'  apprentices,  who  was  working  on  her,  that  she  was  a 
ganboat,  and  was  being  biiilt  for  the  confedemt^s,  or  southernere,  as 
some  called  them. 

I  know  Oaptain  Duguid,  who  took  ont  the  Oreto,  and  from  information 
which  I  have  obtained,  I  verily  believe  that  the  said  Oaptain  Dugoid  is 
come  home,  and  will  be  here  ahortly  for  the  purpose  of  taking  out  this 
TCSaeL 

The  vessel  Alexandra  ia  now  in  the  Toxteth  dock  here,  and  is  being 
fitted  with  her  engines  which  come  &om  Messieurs  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Company,  who  are  the  same  people  who  sapplied  and  fitted  the  Oreto's 
engines.  The  ship  is  being  fitted  out  for  sea  with  great  activity  and 
rapidity,  and  I  say4hat  I  verily  believe  that  she  will  be  ready  for  sea  in 
a  short  time. 

M.  MAGUIRB, 

Sworn  before  me  at  the  cnstom-house,  Liverpool,  the  28th  day  of 
March,  1S63. 

9.  PBICE  EDWAEDS,  Collector. 


Sari  RueseU  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

Pembroke  Lodge,  March  31, 1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with 
indosures,  dated  March  30, 1863,  and  received  at  l^e  Foreign  Office  tlUs 
morning. 

I  shall  take  care  to  transmit  immediately  your  letter,  and  the  depofid- 
tions  and  letter  of  instructions,  to  the  proper  department  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  iaithful  servant, 

BUSSBIiL. 
Chableh  Feakgis  Adaus,  Esq.,  &c.,  d)c.,  dse. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TTo.  366.]  Legation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

London^  April  7,  1863. 
Sib  :  I  send  this  note  out  ot  the  ordinaiy  course,  merely  to  let  you 
know,  in  advance  of  my  regular  dispatches,  that  on  Souday  last,  the 
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Stb  instant,  I  receiTed  a  note  from  Lord  Bnssell  apprismj^  me  tbat,  irfth 
reference  to  my  letter  of  the  SOth  altimo,  orders  hod  beeo  sent  to  Liverpool 
tot  the  Heizare  of  the  Alexandra.  She  was  accordingly  taken  poseession 
of  on  Snnday,  aa  appears  \>y  notices  in  all  the  morning  journals. 

Copies  of  the  notes  that  have  passed  will  be  forw^^led,  in  regular 
course,  on  Saturday.  I  think  we  may  infer  from  this  act  that  the  govem- 
uent  is  really  disposed  to  maintain  its  neutrality.  I  rejoice  at  this 
EQinpt«m  of  a  disposition  to  defeat  the  machinatione  of  those  who  hope 
.  to  relieve  the  rebels  by  the  creation  of  a  diversion  from  this  side.  The 
manner  in  which  their  empathizing  newspapers  notice  the  ev^t  betrays 
tiie  bitterness  of  their  disappointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b«,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

"       ■     '0/  State. 


,  8EIZT7BE  OF  A  CONFEDEBATE  GUIfBOAT  m  THE  MEBSBT. 

LrVEEPOOLj  Monday. 
Considerable  excitement  was  canped  in  this  port  to-day  on  the  fact 

becoming  known  that  a  gunboat,  intended  for  the  coofeaerate  govern- 
ment, had  been  seized  by  order  of  the  government  authorities  here.  It 
had  beeu  well  known  for  some  weeks  past  that  one  gunboat,  if  not  more, 
was  beiug  fitted  out  in  some  of  the  minor  docks,  and  those  employed 
abottt  made  no  secret  of  the  destination  for  which  they  were  intended. 
On  the  facts  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Dudley,  the  Uuitecl  States 
consul  at  Liverpool,  he  at  once  communicated  with  tlie  American  minis- 
ter in  London,  and  the  result  was  that  inquiries  were  at  once  instituted 
into  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  bearing  upon  the  building  of  the  ves- 
Bels  seized .  These  inquiries  appear  to  have  been  so  far  successful  that 
the  British  government  sent  down  orders  to  seize  the  vessel,  and  at  an 
early  hour  yesterday  morning  Mr.  E.  Morgan,  one  of  the  customs  survey- 
ors, went  on  board  the  Alexandra,  (that  being,  like  "  290."  the  first 
chmtening  of  the  gunboat,  as,  no  doubt,  had  she  got  clean  ofi,  she  would 
have  undergone  a  re-christening,)  and  took  possessionof  her.  The  vessel 
vas  at  once  examined,  and  it  was  found  that  she  was  armed  with  one 
very  heavj  gunj  while  another  gun,  unmounted,  was  discovered  on 
board.  Th*  Alexandra  is  a  wooden  screw-steamer  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  tons,  and  a  very  fine  model.  She  was  built  by  Messrs.  Mil- 
ler &  Co.,  of  the  South-end,  for  Messrs.  Fraeer,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liv- 
erpool, the  "depositaries"  in  Liverpool  (in  conjunction  with  Mr.  James 
Spence)  of  the  confederate  government.  At  the  time  the  vessel  was 
seized  she  was  lying  in  the  Toxteth  dock,  a  quiet,  out-of-the  way  place. 
An  iron  ship-butlding  firm  near  to  the  builders  of  the  Alexandra,  have  a 
large  iron  gunboat,  of  about  twelve  hundred  tons,  on  the  stocks  for  the 
confederate  government;  but  it  is  now  stated  that  our  governmeut  has 
issued  instructions  to  the  officials  here  that  in  all  cases  where  there  is 
the  slightest  suspicion  that  ships  ai«  being  built  here  other  than  for 
oentral  powers,  they  are  to  seize  such  vessels,  and  await  the  decisions  of 
the  legal  authorities. 

4.20  p.  M. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  heard  that,  although  there  was  every 
^q>earaDC«  of  fittings  up  for  guns,  there  were  actually  no  guns  on  bowd 


270  ENFOBCBMENT  OF  IfBDTBALITT. 

the  Alexandra.  The  vessel,  however,  is  &ow  in  charge  of  government 
ofSeials,  and  do  doobt  the  investigatioii  which  is  to  take  place  will  ehi- 
cidate  whetlier  there  were  gtms  on  board  or  not  The  excitement  amoog 
Qi»  gentlemen  of  soathem  proclivities  ie  very  great. 


Mr.  Dudky  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  59.]  ITnitbd  Stateb  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  8, 1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  pleafiore  to  inform  yon  that  the  British  government 
have  sent  down  an  order  to  the  collector  of  this  port  to  detain  the  gnn- 
boat  Alexandra,  now  building  here  for  the  so-called  confederate  govern- 
ment. 

The  authorities  took  possession  of  her  on  Sunday  last  This  action 
has  created  no  little  excitement  among  the  secessionists  and  their  wdeis 
here.    It  was  the  general  topic  of  conyersation  on  Monday. 

My  legal  advisers  tell  me  this  is  merely  a  preliminary  proceeding  to 
be  followed  by  an  information  in  the*  court  of  exchequer  for  her  condem- 
nation under  the  act  This  proceeding  to  be  conducted  either  by  the 
British  government  or  by  the  United  States.  The  probabilities,  I  tbink, 
are,  that  the  government  here,  now  that  they  have  commenced,  will  go 
on  witli  it;  but,  in  caae  they  do  not,  I  shall  take  it  up  and  put  it  throng  i 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States ;  have  so  instnuied  my  lawyers,  and  ; 
directed  them  to  commence  proceedings  at  once  if  the  authorities  here 
do  not.  The  home  office  has  written  to  the  mayor  to  take  steps  to  get 
up  the  evidence,  &e.  Mr.  Adams,  %  reqnest  of  Earl  Bnssell,  has  directed 
me  to  aid  the  authorities  here.  The  police  officer,  to  whom  the  mayor 
has  banded  the  matter,  called  on  me.  Prom  what  he  said,  I  inferred  the 
extent  of  his  inquiries  related  to  criminal  proceedings.  I  consulted  with 
Mr.  Squarey,  and  directed  him  to  aid  and  assist  the  officer  in  every  way 
he  could.  I  am  determined  not  to  let  them,  if  I  can  help  it,  get  ontby 
throwing  the  blame  on  me.  I  doubt  the  policy  of  our  turning  prosecn- 
tors  to  punish  the  individuals  for  violations  of  the  enlistment  act  I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  government  to  punish  the  persons  who  breafc  | 
their  laws^  but  see  nothing  wrong  in  our  aiding  them.  i 

The  civil  suit  for  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  is  quite  a  different 
matter.  We  have  a.  direct  interest  in  taking  her  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  build  her  to  make  war  upon  our  government.  We  can  pros- 
ecute this  if  required.  I  am  very  anxious  to  place  all  the  parties  impli- 
cated upon  the  witness  stand,  and  expose  their  doings. 

Inclosed,  marked  No.  1,  find  copy  of  B.  Lash's  opinion  open  the  affi- 
davits in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 

I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  qf  State. 


Herewith  yon  will  receive  copies  of  six  affidavits  which,  on  Satordfty, 
the  28tb  Mf^ch  instant,  were  laid  before  the  collector  of  customs  at  liv- 
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erpool,  in  eupport  of  an  applicatioD  thua  made  to  him  by  the  American 
eaasal  at  Liverpool,  on  bebalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to 
seiEe  and  detein  a  vessel  called  the  Alexandra,  under  the  proviaionB  of 
^e  foreign  enlistment  act,  59  Geo.  3,  chap.  69.  Yon  will  be  pleased  to 
peroBe  these  affidavits,  and  to  advise,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  whether  they  disclose  a  sufficient  case  to  justi^  the  seiz- 
nre  of  the  vessel  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  in  question. 
LiVEBPOOi,,  March  31, 1863. 

There  is  much  in  the  affidavits  which  would  not  be  admissible  in  evi- 
dence ;  bat  excluding  all  this,  I  am  of  opinion  that  sufficient  is  stated  to 
vammt  the  seizure  of  the  vessel  in  question,  under  the  seventh  section 
of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

E.  LUSH. 

Tkmpuk,  April  4, 1863. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

So.  368.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

ZondOTi,  April  d,  1863. 

Snt:  •  •  •  •  • 

In  my  brief  dispatch  No.  366,  written  two  days  ago,  and  sent  oat  of 
&e  ordinary  coiirse,  I  referred  to  certain  notes  which  had  passed  between 
Lord  Bussell  and  myself,  and  to  the  detention  of  the  Alexandra,  for  an 
investigation.    I  now  transmit    •  •  •  •  • 

a  copy  of  bis  lordship's  reply,  on  the  5tb  instant,  announcing  the  deten- 
tion of  the  Alexandra  on  Sunday,  and  requesting  me  to  instruct  Mr. 
DntSey  to  aid  in  the  investigation  of  the  fiicte ;  a  copy  of  my  reply  on 
the  6th  instant ;  and,  lastly,  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Dudley  of  the  same 
date,  giving  him  the  desired  instructions. 

Since  that  time  nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  resnlt  of  the  investig* 
tions,  A  rumor  was  current  yesterday  that  the  law  officers  of  the  (Jrown 
had  reported  that  no  case  -was  made  out.  If  such  be  really  the  fact,  it  is 
probable  that  I  shall  be  informed  of  it  in  season  to  let  you  know  by  the 
present  opportunity.  In  the  meanwhile,  Mr.  Dudley  has  written  to  me 
that  his  legal  advisers  are  prepared  to  proceed,  if  necessary,  by  informa- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  government  in  the  courts,  and  has  urged  me  to 
call  npon  Lord  Bussell  to  know  whether  such  a  conrse  would,  in  any  w^, 
come  in  conflict  with  that  proposed  by  the  British  government.  Unwil- 
ling to  leave  any  stone  unturned  in  this  business,  I  have  this  morning 
addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship  on  this  subject,  a  copy  of  which  is  like- 
wise forwarded. 

This  brings  down  the  history  of  the  Alexandra  to  the  present  moment. 
•  •  •  •  *  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
H<m.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 


ENPOBCEMENT  OP  HBDTRALITT, 
HiO'l  Bmsell  to  Mr.  Adamt. 


FoKBiGW  Office,  April  S,  1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  aciiiowledge  the  receipt  of  jonr  letter  of 


I  have,  at  the  same  time,  the  booor  to  acqaaint  yon,  mth  reference  to 
your  letter  of  the  30th  altimo,  and  to  mine  of  the  following  day,  tbat 
orders  have  been  sent  to  Liverpool  for  the  seizure  of  the  Alexandra,  the 
vesBel  to  which  yoa  called  my  attention,  as  intended  to  be  employed  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  so-ealled  Confederate  States. 

I  have,  accordingly,  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  forth- 
with to  inatnict  the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  persons  who  may  be  employed  in  collecting  evidence  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown  all  such  information  as  he  may  now  posBeas,  w 
m£^  hereafter  acquire.  leading;  to  establish  the  guilt  of  the  parties  coo- 
called  in  the  Alexandra,  againstwbom  proceedings  may  be  taken  under 
the  foreign  enlistment  aet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL 

Chabl£^  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  «£c-,  dx.,  &c. 


Mr.  Aiams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  Uhubd  State«, 

London,  April  6, 1863. 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
lordship's  note  of  the  5th  instant,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the'30th  nltimo, 
making  certain  representations  in  regard  to  the  ch^-acter  of  a  vessel  in 
Liverpool  known  as  the  Alexandra.  It  is  with  the  most  lively  satisfw^ 
tion  tiiat  I  learn  the  decision  of  her  Mtyesty's  government  to  detain  that 
yessel.  Believing  that  such  an  act,  at  the  present  moment,  is  calculated 
to  defeat  the  sanguine  hopes  of  the  common  enemies  of  both  nations,  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  dissension  between  them,  I  shall  remit  no  effort  to  pro- 
cure all  the  information  possible  to  support  it  To  tiat  end  I  ha^e, 
agreeably  to  your  lordship's  suggestion,  sent  the  neceasary  instrucdona 
to  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  to  put  himself  in  commu- 
nication with  the  authorities  designated  at  that  place  to  pursue  tte 
subject 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considen- 
tiou  witii  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  ttc,  (fee.,  ife;. 


3fr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6,  1S63. 
SlE :  I  yesterday  received  a  note  from  Lord  RiisseU,  in  answer  to  my 
representation  concerning  the  Alexandra,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  announcing 


THE  ALEXANDRA.  273 

that  orders  had  been  sent  to  Liv€qH)ol  for  tlie  Bcizure  of  tliat  vessel.  It 
ends  with  the  following  pnragrapli,  to  which  I  ask  your  immediate  attcii- 
tiou.  I  do  not  doubt  that  jou  will  remit  no  exertion  to  obtain  evidence 
in  aid  of  this  first  effort  of  her  Majesty's  gOTeniment  to  obtain  tlie  con- 
demnation of  one  of  these  vessels.  The  moral  effect  of  such  a  result 
could  not  fail  to  be  great  on  both  side-s  of  the  ocean : 

"  1  have,  accordingly,  to  retiueat  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  forth- 
with to  instruct  the  United  States  consul  at  LiveriHWl  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  persons  who  may  be  employed  in  collecting  evidence  on 
the  jwrt  of  the  Crown  all  such  information  as  he  may  now  i>ossess,  or 
ufty  hereafter  acquire,  tending  to  establish  the  guilt  of  parties  conceiued 
in  die  Alexandra,  against  Trhom  proceedings  may  be  taken  under  the 
foreign  enlistment  act" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obe<licnt  servant, 

CH'AELES  FKANOIS  AJ)AMS. 
Tnos.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  SUitee  Consul,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

liEGATION  OF  THE  UNITED   STATES, 

London,  AprU  0, 1863. 
My  Lobd  :  Having  received  an  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  that  the 
fiidence  in  the  case  of  the  jUexandra  is  anftieient  to  sustain  jiroceedings 
tor  condem nation,  under  the  sixth  se^-tion  of  the  enlistment  law,  I  pray 
yoor  lontidiip  to  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whether  the  measures 
ihiw  fat  ado[)ted,  or  int«uded  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government  in 
that  ease,  would  be,  in  any  way,  deranged  by  simultaneous  action  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  different  form.  Should  no  inoonve- 
nitnte  l»e  apprehended,  I  am  iutbrmed  by  the  lawyers  that  they  are  ready 
(o  proceed. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tiOD  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Kigbt  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  dm.,  dc,  i&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  8eward, 

So.  370.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9,  1863. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  three  notes  wliich  passed 
between  Lord  Russell  and  myself,  in  continuation  of  the  con-espondeuce 
referred  to  in  my  dispatch  No.  362,  of  the  3d  instan):. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 
(For  remaining  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  under  "Enforcement  of 
Seutrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  page  593,  aud  also  under  aab- 
divisioQ  "Phantom"  in  this  volume,  ante.] 
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£(trl  Russeil  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Foreign  Office,  April  3, 1863. 
Sir  :  Witli  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  yon  that  tlie  Recretaiy  of  st^tte  for  tlie  home  department  has 
iiistrupteil  the  mayor  of  Liver[K>ol  to  cause  immediate  inquiries  to  bo 
made  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  wlie,ther  tlie  Alexandra,  denounced 
by  yon  in  your  letter  of  the  ;Mlth  ultimo,  is  being  equipped,  furnislicd, 
fitted  out,  or  armed,  with  the  intention  of  her  being  employed  in  the 
8er\ice  of  the  80-i;alled  ConfiHlen^te  States,  with  intent  to  commit  hos- 
tilities agidiiat  the  federal  government  of  the  United  States;  and,  if 
tiiis  filiould  appear  to  be  the  wvse,  the  mayor  is  furtlier  instructed  to 
adopt  wliiitever  steps  ciin  legally  be  tuken  in  the  matter. 
1  linve  the  honor  to  be,  ffc,  &c, 


CUAHLES  Fbancis  Adasis,  Esq.,  ifcc,  tfco.,  tCc. 


EUSSELL. 


Mr.  Sudiey  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Ei;  tract] 

No.  60.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  11,  1863. 
Sib:  •  #  «  .  •  • 

For  the  first  time  I  learned  yesterday  that  William  C.  Miller,  the 
senior  meml>i!i'  of  the  firm  of  William  C,  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of 
the  steamers  Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida^  and  Alexandra,  is  a  gov- 
ernment oSlcer,  beiuff  chief  surveyor  of  shipping  at  this  port,  at  asahury 
of  tlirt^e  Iniiidred  pounds  jwr  year.  His  office  is  No.  10  in  the  custom- 
house. 1  have  eommHiiieat««l  this  fact  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  would  thus 
seem  that  jieraous  connected  with  the  firms  of  the  builders  of  the 
Florida  and  Alabama  are  oflice-holders,  one  a  member  of  Parliament, 
the  other  an  ofiieer  of  tlie  customs. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr-lDiidley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts,] 

6li.]  *  United  States  Consulate, 

Uverpool,  April  U,  1863. 

Sir:  ..•.#•-- 

The  English  government  are  going  to  prosecnte  in  the  case  of  the 

Alexandra.    Mr.  Hammel,  the  solicitor  of  customs,  has  been  here  two 

days  looking  after  the  case.    I  have  been  with  him  with  my  attorney, 

Mr.  Sqnarey.    It  seems  to  me  as  if  he  has  no  heart  in  the  matter,  hence 

have  directed  Mr.  Squarey  to  attend  and  assist  him  in  tlie  case.     We 
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have  also  seat  to  London  and  got  Mr.  Downward  down  here  to  get  up 
the  eWdence.  The  detective  the  government  employed  Las  as  yet  done 
oothing.  •  •  •  All  that  I  can  do  is  to  follow  in  their  wake,  but  I 
am  determined  to  take  the  laboring  oar  and  hunt  up  e\'ideuce  myself  of 
such  character  as  will  insure  the  conviction  of  the  vessel,  and  place  it 
before  them  in  such  manner  that  they  will  have  to  use  it.  I  do  not  like 
their  mode  of  proceeding.  So  far  as  1  can  learn  their  programme,  it  is 
to  arrest  and  have  inflicted  all  the  parties  concerned  in  building  this 
vessel  before  they  file  the  proceedings  for  her  condemnation.  Sow  this 
will  be  up-hill  work.  It  will  require  much  stronger  evidence  in  the 
crimiDiil  suit  to  convict  than  in  the  civil  suit  to  condemn.  Again,  it 
would  be  much  ejisier  to  convict  the  parties  either  in  the  case  of  the 
Alabama  or  Oreto  than  in  this.  We  have  much  more  evidence  in  these 
cases,  with  the  additional  fact  that  the  vessels  are  now  ont  as  priva- 
teers. I  have  said  to  the  attornej,  if  you  will  proceed  criminally,  why 
not  attach  them  in  the  other  cases  rather  than  in  this;  but  he  gives  me 
no  answer.  They  may  change  their  taetics,  but  it  looks  to  me  as  if  they 
were  managing  rather  to  clear  than  to  con\-ict  the  parties.  If  tliey  are 
ac<iuitted  upon  the  criminal  cliarge,  it  will  be  tantamount  to  a  release 
of  the  vessel.    We  shall  see  what  the  end  will  be. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  377.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  17, 1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  further  correspondence 
had  with  Lord  Uussell  in  connection  with  the  case  of  the  Alexandra. 
My  proposition  to  him  had  been  prompted  by  the  legal  adrisers  employed 
hy  Mr.  Dudley,  though  not  precisely  in  the  form  adopted  by  me.  They 
suggested  an  offer  to  proceed,  on  our  part,  in  the  courts,  as  an  alterna- 
tive, should  they  prefer  that  coarse.  I  thought  this  might  possibly  be 
oaed  to  throw  the  responsibility  exclusively  upon  us.  So  I  preferred  to 
apprise  them  of  the  readiness  of  our  lawyers  to  proceed  on  tlieir  Judg- 
ment of  the  merits  of  the  case,  without  offering  to  release  the  govern- 
ment from  its  duty  to  come  to  the  same  conclusion. 

I  have  since  learned  from  Mr.  Dudley  that  the  government  has  finally 
decided  upon  prosecuting  the  offenders  criminally.  But  so  strong  is  the 
sympathy  with  them  of  all  the  subordinates  at  Liveriiool  that  I  still 
remain  very  doubtful  of  any  successful  result  They  are  collecting  fur- 
ther testimony,  in  which  business  Mr.  Dudley  is  endeavoring  to  cooper- 
ate  with  them.  The  expense  will  be  considerublcj  but  I  have  author- 
ized him  to  incur  it,  in  the  belief  that  any  efforts  m  this  direction  that 
may  have  the  effect  even  to  delay  the  completion  of  these  operations 
«-ill  more  than  compensate  the  loss. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yomobedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WnxiAii  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  D,ci,izedbyGoOgle 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 


Lbqatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9,  1863. 

Mt  Ix)HD:  Hnving  examined  an  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  that 
the  evidence  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  is  sufticient  to  snHtain  pro- 
ceedings for  her  condemnation  onder  the  sixth  section  of  the  enlistment 
law,  I  pray  yotu-  lordship  to  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whctlier 
the  measures  thns  far  adopted  or  inten<icd  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government  in  tliat  case  would  be  in  any  way  denvnged  by  simultaneous 
action  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  different  form.  Should  no 
inconvenience  be  apprehended,  I  am  informed  by  the  lawyers  thattliey 
are  ready  to  proceed. 

I  pray  your  lordsliip  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon,  EaIEL  Kussell,  do.,  etc.,  tfcc. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Foreign  Office,  April  0, 1863. 

Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether  the  means  tlius  far 
adopted  or  iDtendcd  on  the  part  of  her  Mi^jesty's  government  in  the  case 
of  the  Alexandra  would  be  in  any  way  deranged  by  simultaneous  action 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  in  a  dilt'erent  form,  and  I  beg  to  state 
to  you  that  I  have  referred  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  lords'  commis- 
sionets  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  and  as  soon  as  I  receive  their  loi-d- 
ships'  reply  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  making  a  further  communication 
to  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bumble  ser\'ant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chakles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  tt-c,  &c. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiQN  Office,  April  H,  1863. 

Sni:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  witb  reference  to  your  letter 
of  the  9th  of  this  month,  that,  in  order  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  bearing  which  any  proceedings 
which  you  might  take  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  would  have  on  the  proceedings  of  her 
Majesty's  government  in  tlie  same  case,  they  wish  to  be  informed  what 
they  are  to  understand  by  the  expression  in  your  letter,  "simultaneous 
action  on  the  part  of  tl(e  United  States," 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodnes-s  to  furnish 
me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  with  an  explanation  on  this  iraint,  for 
the  information  of  her  Majesty's  law  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Feancis  Aqajus,  Esq.,  t&c.,  &c,,  &e. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  11,  1863. 

Mt  liOED:  Withoat  incurring  the  delay  necessary  to  consult  with 
counsel  in  regard  to  the  question  which  your  lordship  has  done  me  the 
Itonnr  tn  propose  to  me  in  your  note  of  this  day,  just  received,  I  hapten 
to  8ay  that  by  the  terms  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  the 
eiilistnieDt  law  it  would  api>ear  as  if  ac-tion  could  be  taken  both  against 
the  [lersons  engaged  in  the  offenses  sjiecifled  and  against  the  ships  or 
vessels  fitted  out  by  them,  or  against  either.  In  the  one  case,  the  pro- 
ceedings would  seem  to  be  by  indictment  ngainat  the  person  for  a  crimi- 
nal offense;  whilst,  in  the  other,  the  action  might  be  against  the  vessel, 
and  in  a  different  court. 

The  jiuriwae  of  inquiry  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  was  rather  to 
learn  whether  her  Majesty's  government  would  desire  any  form  of  co-op- 
eration in  the  prosecution  of  this  matter,  than  to  embarrass  them  by 
specifying  forms  of  action  with  which  I  am,  necessarily,  not  familiar. 
Should  it,  however,  be  agreeable  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Croivn  to 
obtain  more  specific  information  in  regard  to  the  practical  measures 
contemplated  by  the  counsel  retained  on  behalf  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  I  shall  be  happy  to  procure  it  at  as  early  a  moment 
as  may  be  practicable. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assuraui^es  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAltLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS.    " 

Right  Hon.  Eahl  Busseli.,  iCc,  dv.,  dv. 


Mr.  l}ttdlctf  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.]  ^      ' 

No.  04.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  18,  1863. 
Sm:.  •  •  •  «  • 

Iiiclosun^a  Nos.  2  and  3  contain  slips  from  the  newspapers.  By 
oue  you  will  see  Mr.  Horsfall,  the  member  from  this  town,  has  given 
ntitice  of  a  motion  for  the  papers,  &c,,  in  relation  to  the  Alexandra. 
Tliiu  is  done  for  the  pur|>ose  of  ascertaining  our  case.  The  man  who 
gives  the  notice  is  a  member  of  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Iron  Works  of  this 
town,  the  same  that  has  ma^le  nearly  all  the  iron  plates  for  the  South- 
erner, including  those  for' the  rams  now  bnilding  by  the  Lairds.  I  have 
tnentioued  in  a  previous  dtspat^^h  the  fact  that  William  C.  Miller,  the 
builder  of  this  vessel  and  the  steamer  Florida,  is  an  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms in  this  town,  at  a  salary  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling.  By 
another  slip  you  will  see  tUey  are  determined  to  choke  off  all  informers, 
and  have  nmde  the  appointment  of  a  detective  to  look  up  evidence  in 
the  case  of  tiie  Alexandra  the  subject  of  a  grave  inquiry  in  Parliament. 
Tlie  Queen's  proclamation  seems  to  be  entirely  disregai-ded,  and  the  act 
of  Parliament  called  the  foreign  enlistment  act  ignored,  if  not  a  dead 
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letter.    It  ia  an  outrage  against  their  rights  to  require  tbem  to  regard 
the  one  or  to  enforce  the  otlier. 

•  ••••■an* 

I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TUOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  WiixlAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[E  strait.] 

So.  660.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  21, 1863. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  April  3  (No.  3C2)  lias  been  received.    It  is 
pleasant  to  know  that  evidence  ha«  been  procured  in  regard  to  the  fit- 
ting unt  of  hostile  expeditions  in  England  which  the  British  govern- 
ment may  be  expected  to  treat  with  some  consideration. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  : 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  5p2.]  Depaetment  op  State, 

Wmhington,  April  22,  18C3. 
Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  di»;patch  of  the  'tli 
instant,  (No.  306,)  and  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  proceedinga  of 
Earl  Bussell  in  regard  to  the  Alexandra,  and  my  approval  of  yonr  o*l 
course  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  aur,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chaelbs  Feamcis  Adams,  Esq.,  £c.,  i&e.,  dx. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  385.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  23, 1863. 

SiE :  I  have  to  acknowleilge  the  reception  of  dispatehes  from  the 
department,  numbered  from  53i  to  541,  both  inclusive. 

In  respect  to  the  directions  contained  in  your  No.  53S,  of  the  2d 
instant,  I  am  jileased  to  reflect  that  everything  has  already  been  done 
tliat  is  possible  in  the  way  indicated.  Before  this  reaches  you,  informii 
tiou  will  have  been  receivetl  of  the  decision  of  the  govenmient  to  detain 
the  Alexiindra,  of  the  investigations  owlen'd  by  it,  and  of  the  result.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  now  their  intention  to  eonimeiice  criminal  pra"- 
ecutious  of  some  of  the  pai-tiea  cuncenied.  The  efftn-t  pn)duced  in 
LiverjKwl  by  this  intelligence  has  been  to  stop,  for  the  time,  the  prost- 
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ration  of  all  work  of  that  particular  kind — fighting  ships.  You  will 
also  have  learned  my  offer,  on  beh:t1f  of  the  United  States,  to  co-oper- 
ate in  the  proceedings  in  any  manner  that  the  government  would  i»if't'er. 
I  think  it  is  a  wise  decision,  on  their  part,  to  go  on  themselves,  for  there 
can  be  little  doubt  tliat  we  shonld  fail  if  we  attempted  it.  The  niinisliy 
vilt  be  obliged  to  breast  a  good  deal  of  oppo.sition  in  the  process,  an<l 
they  subject  themselves  to  lieavy  respousibilities  if  they  fail.  I  feel 
bound  to  give  them  credit  for  tlicir  late  action,  and  lioiw  that  it  may 
tend  to  allay  the  excitement  against  tliem  now  running  high  in  America. 
In  a  casual  eonversation  with  the  Queen's  advocate  on  the  snlyeet,  last 
evening,  I  saw  he  felt  a  little  uneasiness  at  the  prospect  of  a  jury  trial. 
I  suggested  the  inexpediency  of  holding  the  court  at  Liveri>ool.  He 
replied  that  a  change  of  venue  would  be  necessarj-.  It  is  no  nn)re  than 
right  to  do  justice  t«  the  wish  to  preserve  the  jieace  of  the  two  coun- 
tries that  prompt*  this  action.  I  only  wish  most  heartily  that  it  could 
have  developed  itself  sooner,  and  when  the  risk  would  have  been  less. 
In  any  event,  it  is  well  always  to  bear  in  mind  whose  game  we  are  most 
effectually  playing  by  hazarding  a  rupture. 

lu  the  mean  time  almost  all  the  disposable  steam  vessels  in  this 
country  and  some  on  the  continent  are  being  bought  up  at  any  cost, 
appaK-ntly  to  prosecute  the  business  of  running  the  blockade.  "What- 
ever proceeds  may  be  obtained  from  the  loan,  over  and  above  the  satis- 
faction of  creditors,  are  likely  soon  to  evaporate  under  the  lavish 
esi>enditure8  made  for  these  objects.  Though  not  suited  for  war  ships, 
it  is  not  impossible  that  they  may  be  to  some  extent  used  in  that  way. 
The  Georgiana,  the  Alexandra,  and  the  Virginia  are  all  vessels  of  this 
class.  Even  if  the  rebels  could  succeed  in  their  object,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  perceive  any  other  result  of  their  present  recklessness  than  absolute 
niin. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  senant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Wn-LiAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  3Ir.  Adams,  No.  538,  April  2,  lS(i3, 
see  Tol.  I,  p.  586.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  565.J  Department  op  Statu, 

^yaskingt<m,  April  'Ji,  1863. 
Sir  :  Yonr  dispatch  of  April  9  {No.  370)  has  l>een  received,  together 
with  three  notes  which  have  passed  between  yourself  and  Earl  llussell 
relating  to  the  suppression  of  the  fitting  ont  of  hostile  unval  armaments 
in  Briti.sh  ports.  Your  course  as  Related  in  those  papers  is  ajipnn-ed, 
and  the  expressions  of  sattsfaetion  uliich  you  have  made  to  his  loi-d- 
ship,  in  ^iew  pf  the  proceedings  of  her  Majesty's  govermiient  therein 
mentioned,  are  affirmed  on  behalf  of  the  President. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  U.  SEWAHI). 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfc,  rf-c,  rf-c. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  305.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  30, 1863. 

SiK :  Uippiitcbes  have  been  reeeive«l  tliia  week  from  the  department, 
iminliercd  from  542  to  5i9,  iiicliisive. 

In  iTfpinl  to  the  most  )iii])ortant  of  these,  (Nos.  545  and  548,  of  tie 
10th  an<l  13th  of  Ajiril,)  I  find  that  the,  instructions  to  comnmnicatp  the 
views  therein  coiitaine<l  are  iiredi(!at<?d  on  the  state  of  tilings  as  tben 
nndei»t<H)d  by  yon  to  exist  here.  It  so  happens  that  nearly  at  the  same 
dat*'  her  Msyesty's  government  had  determined  to  take  the  step  which 
meets  the  contingeney  suggested  by  yourself  as  necessary  and  required. 
The  <1e<;)S)on  to  proceed  against  the  iiarties  concerned  in  the  e<)uipment 
of  tlie  Alexiindra  seems  to  me,  therefore,  to  dispense  witti  the  obligation 
to  present  l^u^er  remonstrances  against  their  non-action.  I  shall, 
therefore,  suspend  proceedings  under  these  dispatches  until  I  learn  the 
effect  which  the  knowledge  of  later  events  will  have  had  upon  yonr 
policy. 

You  will  also  have  had  in  your  possession  eie  this  my  disi)atehe8 
relating  to  a  resort  to  legal  procieedings  in  the  courts  here,  on  the  part 
of  the  goveiTiment  of  the  United  States,  {Nos.  368  and  377.)  I  hnd 
already  taken  the  responsibility  of  directing  Mr.  Dudley  to  iiroeeed,  at 
tirst  alone,  and,  after  the  British  anthorities  moved,  in  concert  with 
them,  if  agreeable.  Copies  of  the  letters  that  have  passed  betiveen 
I^rd  Russell  aitd  myself  relating  to  this  last  proposal  have  already  gone 
forward  with  my  dispatch  No.  .'(77.  There  is,  however,  one  not<>  of  mine, 
written  this  week,  which  remains  to  complete  the  papers.  I  now  for- 
ward a  copy.  You  will  sec  that  it  declines  to  push  the  proposal  of 
co-operation  any  further.  1  am  convinced  that  it  would  do  no  good  to 
attempt  it,  and  that  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  No.  377.  If  the  govern- 
ment does  not  succeed^  it  is  very  certain  that  we  should  fail.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  carries  its  point,  the  moral  efTect  of  its  interposition,  in 
deterring  from  new  attempts  herealter,  would  be  vastly  greater. 

I  am  very  glad,  however,  to  learn  that  Mr.  Evarts  is  about  to  come 
here  for  the  purpose  of  acting  in  concert  with  the  pi-ofessional  persons 
who  have  been  employed  on  this  side.  This  will  relieve  my  mind  of 
much  rcsitonsibility  in  the  management  and  direction  of  the  tectiDieal 
part  of  the  business.  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  him,  and  to  afford 
him  all  the  aid  in  my  power  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUAKLES  FRANCIS  AUAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatches  ftYnn  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams,  Nos.  545  and  548,  see 
Vol.  I,  pp.  503  and  5!I5,  respectively.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Ritssell. 

Leuatios  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  2S,  IHiil. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  reeeived 
from  Jiessrs.  Duncan,   Squarey  &  Blackmore,  to  whom  I  have  refeiretl 
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for  advice  in  regard  to  my  reaimase  to  the  inquiry  which  yonr  lordship 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the  23d  instant,  together  with  the 
inclosnre  thei-ein.  I  am  led  to  the  conclnsion,  for  the  reasons  given  in 
this  letter,  that  it  wonid  not  he  advisable  now  to  propose,  on  the  i)art  of 
my  government,  to  talce  an  active  part  in  the  prdsecntions  connected 
with  the  Alexandra.  !  am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the 
fact  that  I  have  reason  soon  to  expect  more  specific  directions  from 
Waxliington  in  connection  with  the  management  of  the  qnestions 
involved  in  the  proceediiigH  that  may  l>e  taken  in  the  courts, 
I  have,  &c., 

CHARLKS  FHAJfOIS  ADAMS. 
Right  lion.  Eael  Russkll,  d-c,  li-i:,  dec. 


Messrs.  Duncan,  Siiuarey  d;  Blaekmore  to  Mr.  ^^'eMing. 

TjiviiitPOOL,  April  27,  1863. 

SiK :  "We  have  read  the  copy  of  cori'cspondeiice  between  Sir.  Adams 
and  Lonl  Russell,  which  yon  left  with  ns  this  morning. 

Two  distinct  processes  are  pointed  ont  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act 
— one  against  the  vessel,  with  a  view  to  its  condemnation;  the  otlier 
againi^t  the  i>ersous  implhated  in  fitting  out  the  vessel,  who  are  \o  he 
deenied  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  punisliiible  by  fhie  luid  iuiprisonuieiit. 
The  expediency  of  proceeding  criminally  against  the  parties  cngngwl  in 
fitting  out  file  Alexandra  was  discnssi'd  oh  seveml  occasions  by  the 
writer  with  Mr.  Haniol,  the  solicitor  to  the  Boanl  of  CiiHtonis,  wlieu 
that  gcntk'iuan  wjts  at  Liverpool;  and  the  conclusion  arrived  at,  in 
which  Mr.  Dudley  fully  concurred,  was,  that  unless,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  law  olScers  of  the  Ci-own,  it  was  legally  necessary,  to  get  this  vessel 
condemned,  that  there  shouhl  Ix'  a  previous  conviction  for  misdenieanor 
of  the  parties  iniplicate«l  in  fitting  her  out,  it  was  not  exiiedient  in  this 
instance  to  proceed  <.-riminally  against  the  parties  impli^rated.  The 
reason  why  such  proceetlings  were  not  thought  exi)e(lieut  was  that  it 
was  considereil  that  the  evidence,  though  iwrhaps  sufUi-ient  to  sup]>ort 
pro<'eedings  in  London  tor  the  condeinuatioii  of  the  vessel,  might  pn)ve 
iusuHicient  to  procure  a  conviction  at  Liverpool  of  the  parties  impli- 
cated, and  that  an  nnsnccessfnl  prosecution  would  prejudice  the  chance 
of  getting  the  vessel  (londcmncd,  wliieh  would  unquestionuhly  Iks  the 
case.  We  may  add,  that  we  Iiave  always  understood  from  Mr.  Dudley 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Adams  and  himself  that  the  criminal 
proceedings  against  individuals  shoidd  Ik^  instituted  by  the  government 
of  this  c<iunti-y,  and  not  by,  or  on  behalf  of,  the  government  of  the 
United  States. 

M'e  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  na  to  Mr.  TlaiiicI,  on  the 
20tb  instant. 

Yours,  truly, 

DUNCAN,  SQ0AEEY  &  liLACK.MORE. 

H.  Weldixg,  Es.}., 

'Viee-Co}isul  V.  8.  A.,  Livci-piiol. 


Mr.  Hquarey  to  Mr.  Jliunel. 

Livi:iii'<K>!.,  II)  Wafer  .Street,  A})r!l  20,  1803. 
Ml'  Dkar  Hik:  Your  letter  ()f  ilic  lith  instant  was  handed  to  me,|iD 
due  course,  by  Mr.  Beverly.  OOglC 
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I  am  not  in  a  position  at  present  to  place  before  yoo  any  ftirther  evi- 
dence, hnt  it  is  [U'ohahle  tliat  some  additional  information  may  be  ob- 
tained, in  whicli  ease  I  will  eommiinivttte  with  you. 

Tlie  American  cohkuI  lias  written  to  the  United  States  for  evidence  of 
the  caiitun!  and  destniction  of  federal  vessels  }»y  the  Alabama  and  the 
Florida,  an<1  fur  the  orijn'ial  letters  from  ^lossrs.  Memmiiiger  and  Mal- 
lory,  showing  Slessrs.  Fraser,  Trenholin  &  Co,'s  eonnection  with  the 
coiUWlenite  government-,  with  proof  of  the  handwriting  of  aiieh  letters. 

You  may  rely  absolutely  upon  this  evidence  being  forthcoming. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  diseussing  with  the  consul  the  ques- 
tions, at  our  interview  on  Thui'sday  last,  and  1  may  state  that,  although 
the  government  entertains  a  strong  opinion  that  parties  implicated  in 
oitennes  against  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  prosecuted  by  the 
British  government,  the  consul  concurs  in  the  expediency,  in  this 
instaiK'e,  of  se<>kiiig  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel  rather  than  the  convic- 
tion of  offending  parties. 

If,  however,  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  should  consider  that  the 
proweeulion  of  the  parties  is  legally  net-^ssary  in  onler  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  vessel,  or  that  it  is  otherwise  expedient,  the  consul  is  pre- 
p.ired  to  render  everj'  assistance  in  Iiis  power  in  any  such  prosecution. 

Having  regard  to  the  great  difiRculty  of  procuring  sneh  e\'idence  as 
one  would  wish  to  obtain  in  supiiort  of  the  proceeding  for  the  condem- 
nation of  this  vessel,  I  feel  very  strongly  that  it  may  be  neceaaaiy  and 
]»roi»er  to  disregard  the  onlinary  rule  against  calling  unwilling  wit- 
nesses, aurl  to  compel  the  attendance  on  the  trial  of  )iaities  ^m  the 
establishments  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trciiliolm  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  Faucett, 
Pn'ston  &  Co.,  with  such  books  and  pairers  as  may  contain  information 
as  to  the  circumstances  under  which  the  vessel  was  ordered  to  be  built, 
and  the  mode  in  which  she  has  been  paid  for.  This,  I  am  aware,  would 
\m  a  lM>ld,  and,  perhaps,  to  some  extent,  a  dangerous  course ;  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  lliecase  is  exceptional;  and  I  think  it  may  deserve 
considcmtioQ  whether  Captain  BnHock,  Captaiu  Tessier,  Cajitain 
Du4]ii)d,  and  some  of  the  piiucii>als  in  the  above-mentioned  firms,  and 
the  Messrs.  Miller,  should  not  also  be  subprenaed. 

I  liave  ascertained  that  the  advance  notes  given  to  the  crew  of  the 
Oreto,  when  she  sailed  flx)m  Liverpool,  were  made  payable  at  Messrs. 
Faucett,  Preston  &  Co.'s  office;  and  tliere  i.s,  I  believe,  no  donbt  that 
these  gentlemen  furnished  the  armament  of  that  vessel  and  of  the 
Alnl>ama. 

If  I  can  assist  you  at  any  time,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  at  once  come 
to  town. 

Yours,  very  tralv, 

A.  F.  SQUAREY. 

F.  J.  llAirEL,  Esq., 

fiolicitor  to  theSiiard  ofCustomn,  Custom-house,  London. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[r^tni.-t.] 

Ko.  71,]  I'xrrin)  Statkk  ('o:(silatb, 

Lirerpool,  May  2,  1863. 

KiK:  •••••. 

We  lire  still  very  busy  liiiritiiig  np  evidi'iice  in  the  case  of  the  Alexan- 
dra.    We  ai'e  constantly  finding  new  matters,  many  of  them  small  in 
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fhemwivps,  but  wbich,  when  put  wifli  others,  tend  to  make  ontthecliain. 
The  Rovcrnment  seem  to  le.ive  tlie  whole  business  of  obtaining  the  proof 
to  ns.  I  do  not  know  of  their  obtuiuiug  any  excei)t  wliat  we  liave  f'ur- 
nislicd.  AVe  shall  be  compelled  to  place  Hie  parties  implicated  upon  the 
witiifftR  stand.  If  they  tell  the  truth,  the  vessel  will  be  condemned;  but 
by  false  swearing  they  may  be  able  to  clear  her.  The  ciise  will  be  tried 
in  the  i^ourt  of  exchequer,  in  London,  and  by  a  London  jury.  This  will 
be  iDui'h  better  than  a  LiveiiKwI  .jury.  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attontiou 
to  inclosure  Ifo.  2.  It  is  a  preascopy  of  a  dispaf<'.h  to  Mr.  Adams.  It  fully 
ex]>lains  itself.  1  thought  it  strange  that  they  should  pliieeameredetcetive 
eoustable  to  communicate  Avith  me,  and  stnmger  that  they  should  give  him 
copies  of  all  the  papers  in  the  case,  including  letters,  affidavits,  &c. 
But  you  can  imagine  my  suqirise  when  I  learned  that  everything  I  com- 
mnnicated  to  him  was  divulged  to  the  watch  committee,  most  of  whom, 
including  the  man  Clint,  belong  to  the  southern  einb  of  this  town,  an 
association  got  np  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  insurgents  in  their  efforts 
to  overthrow  our  government. 

I  immediately  instructed  ray  solicitors  to  address  the  town  clerk  on 
the  eubjeet,  and  upon  his  refusing  to  explain  the  matter,  sent  the  dis- 
[Mitch  to  Sir.  Adams.  It  seemed  to  me  that  I  could  do  nothing  more. 
So  answer  has  as  yet  been  received  from  the  minister,  but  we  still  go 
ou  collecting  information  in  the  case.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  the 
defendants  know  our  whole  ease  and  the  weak  xwints  in  it. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAa  n.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  'WrLLiAsr  EC.  Seward, 

tkcretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  25, 1863. 
Sm :  Soon  after  the  reception  of  your  letter  of  the  (ith  of  April  I  wa3 
waited  upon  by  a  detective  otileer,  Mr.  Cousins,  who  produced  tlie  papers 
in  the  citse  of  the  Alexandra,  which  I  had  transmited  to,  or  left  with  you, 
■  together  with  the  letter  from  the  Home  Office,  transmitting  them  to'  the 
mayor  of  Liverpool.  He  stated  that  tlie  mayor  had  placed  the  papers  in 
the  hands  of  the  town  clerk,  and  he  had  handed  them  to  the  head  con- 
stable ;  that  he,  the  officer,  had  been  deputed  by  the  head  constable  to 
make  the  required  investigation,  and  dire<^ted  to  put  himself  in  commu- 
nication with  me  and  obtain  from  mc  such  information  as  I  possessed. 
Acconliugly,  acting  on  your  instructions  to  place  at  the  dispostd  of  the 
jiersonrj  who  might  be  employed  in  collecting  e\idence  on  the  part  of  the 
Crown  all  such  information  as  I  might  then  possess  or  thereafter  acquire 
tending  to  establish  the  gnilt  of  the  jiarties  concerned  in  the  Alexandra, 
I  freely  communicated  to  him,  fiy>m  time  to  time,  all  that  was  known  to 
me  on  the  subject,  and  uamesof  persons  who  were  my  infonnants.  Sub- 
sequently, to  my  great  surprise,  the  officer,  Mr.  Cousins,  informed  me 
that  two  menibers  of  the  watch  committee  had  been  in  conuuunication 
with  the  head  constable  on  the  subject  of  the  investigation,  and  he  be- 
lieved had  obtained  from  him  some  account  of  what  was  being  done. 
As  a  strange  and  seeming  confirmation  coincidently  apx>eared  in  the 
Times,  and  other  papers,  the  paragraph  headed  "  The  spy  system  in 
LiveriKJoI."  / -■  r 
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Still  I  eouUl  not  believe  that  any  member  of  tlie  watch  committee 
woulS  take  advantage  of  bis  position  to  obtain,  or  that  tbe  head  con- 
stable would  communicate,  infonuution  obtained  from  me  in  tlie  strii^tc^t 
contideiiiie,  and  whicfa,  becoming  known  to  the  parties  involved,  might 
utterly  deteat  tbe  ends  of  Justice. 

IntEigine,  then,  my  surprise  and  mortiflciition  on  Thursday,  when  the 
officer  informed  me  that  Mmor  Gn?ig  had  shown  the  R>iH>rt  he  was  iihont 
to  transmit  to  London,  of  what  had  been  done  in  tbe  matter,  to  the  tiro 
members  in  question,  Messrs.  Clint  and  Woodniff,  and  that  they  h^d  in- 
terrogated the  officer  on  the  various  jKiints  in  the  report.  Tliat  they  had 
seen  all  or  most  of  the  reiwrts  that  he,  the  offioer,  bad  made  to  the  head 
constable.  That  he  had  seen  Mr.  Clint  looking  over  these  reiwrts.  That 
on  one  occasion,  after  tbey  bad  questioned  him  as  to  what  lie  was  doing, 
one  of  tbem  said,  "  We  will  go  and  let  Mr.  Graves  know."  ilr.  Graves 
is  also  a  member  of  tbe  watcli  committee,  and,  I  believe,  an  intimate 
Mend  of  Mr.  Prioleau,  of  the  linn  of  Frazer,  Trenbolm  &  Co. 

Desiring  to  give  tlie  bead  constable  or  the  watch  committee  an  opjior- 
tmiity  of  denying  the  truth  of  my  information,  if  untrue,  I  instructed  my 
solicitor  to  wiite  to  the  town  clerk.    He  wmte  as  follows : 

"  LrvEBPOOL,  April  2i,  18ti3. 
THE  ALEXANDBA. 

"DeaeSib:  From  information  wliieh  has  reached  the  American  con- 
snl,  be  bas  reason  to  believe  that  the  watch  committee  of  the  town  coun- 
cil, or  some  members  of  that  committee,  have  required  that  the  circum- 
stances which  have  come  to  tbe  knowledge  of  tbe  detective  officer, 
employed  by  the  mayor  at  the  instance  of  the  home  secretary-  to  inquire 
into  this  case,  should  be  commuiueated  to  tbem,  and  tlmt  sucb  circam- 
stauces  have  been  communicated  ac(!ordingly. 

"  On  behalf  of  tbe  American  consid  we  beg  respe(;tfnlly  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  any,  and  what,  foundation  for  the  above  statement, 
"  We  are  yoiiTs,  trulv, 

"i)irscA;s,  SQUAREy&  blackmore. 

"  Wsi.  Shuttlbwobth,  Es<i.,  Toicii  Vlerk." 


"  Town  Hall,  Liverpool,  Aptil  '25,  18ti3, 

THE  ALEXANDBA. 

"Dbae  Sibs:  I  am  in  receiptofyoor  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  stating 
that  '  from  information  which  has  reached  the  American  consul,  he  has 
reason  to  believe  that  tbe  watch  committee  of  the  town  council,  or  some 
members  of  that  committee,  have  required  that  tlie  circumstances  which 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  detective  officer  employed  by  the 
mayor  at  tbe  instance  of  tbe  bonie  st^cretary  to  inqnin^  into  this  caw 
to  be  communicated  to  them,  and  that  such  circumstances  have  Iteeu 
communicated  accordingly,  and  that  yon  are  requested  on  bebalf  of  tbe 
American  consul  to  inquire  whether  there  is  any,  and  what',  foundation 
for  the  above  statement ;'  as  neither  the  watch  committee,  as  a  body,  uor 
the  members  composing  it,  are  responsible  to  the  Aoiericiui  consnl  for 


THE    ALKXANDRA.  285 

their  proceedings,  I  decliDe  to  Rive  anv  answer  to  yoxir  inquiry-  on  Iiis 
behalf. 

"  Tours,  truly, 

"  WJr.  SHT7TTLEWOKTH, 

Town  Clerk. 
"  Messrs.  DuNr^AM,  Squabby  &  Blackjiore.  " 

Tlius  the  luntter  re»tt;  at  present,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  place  the 
whole  in  your  hands.  Until  otherwise  iiistmeted  by  you,  I  shall  with- 
hold aii\'  further  mat^riirl  information. 

Very  "reHiicctfully,  I  am,  nil',  your  ol<e<lieiit  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Charles  FRANcrs  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  411.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Mag  8,  18C3. 

Sir  :  Since  the  departure  of  the  steamer  last  week  I  have  had  tlie 
pleasure  of  receiving  Mr.  Evarts  at  the  legation.  I  have  placed  him  at 
ouce  into  comuiuiiication  with  all  the  parties  hitherto  engaged  on  tbis 
side  of  the  water  in  the  preparation  of  evidence,  or  in  giving  advice  in 
the  matter  of  vessels  fitting  out  here  for  the  use  of  the  i-ebels. 

Intlie  case  of  the  Alexandra,  I  am  informed,  though  not  from  any 
official  sonrce,  that  her  Mnjesty's  government  have  concluded  to  proceed 
iu  the  lirst  instance  against  the  sliip,  and  not  the  jK'rsona.  The  (;nse  has 
been  removed  to  the  court  of  exclie«pier,  at  Westminster,  and  is  to  be 
tried  by  a  si>ecia!  jury  at  some  jieriod  not  yet  fixed.  In  a  bi-ief  conwr- 
aation  1  had  last  evening  with  the  soHciti)r  general  on  the  snbjetit,  I 
found  him  tar  trom  sanguine  of  success  in  the  undertaking.  I  i)resunic 
he  will  not  act.  Tbe  attorney  general  may.  The  enlistment  law  never 
was  a  popular  act  here.  And  there  are  so  many  strong  interests  com- 
bined to  annul  its  pro\-i8ions  that  we  shall  have  to  esteem  ourselves  very 
fortunate  if  we  can  obtain  a  jury  fnlly  disposed  to  do  us  justitH^. 

The  pnrchase  of  steamers  lor  aecount  of  tbe  rebels  conthiues  to  an 
extraordinary  extent.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  still  contem- 
plate a  possibility  of  some  concertc*!  o|>erations  of  an  aggressive  cluir- 
acter  to  break  the  blsckatle,  and  possibly  to  recover  their  foothold  at 
New  Orleans  or  at  the  month  of  the  Chesapeake.  But  the  gieiit  eftort 
is.  unqnestionably  to  tbrward  supplies  of  provisions  and  clothing. 

There  are  rumors  of  another  att«m])t  at  a  loan.  But  the  latest  news 
is  not  so  encouraging.  The  present  one  is  barely  able  to  sustain  itself 
with  every  artificial  assistance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  iniANClS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  Sl-ate. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 
No.  81.1  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  22,  18(i3. 
Sir:        .-»*••••• 
In  connection  with  these  steamers  and  reports  I  would  mention  that 
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Messrs.  Fawcett,  rreston  &  Co.  have  been  sending  t*i  London,  witlira 
the  past  few  days,  guns,  gnn -earn ages,  and  equipments  all  complete  for 
vessels.  Last  night  some  eighteen  tons  of  shot  for  these  puns  were  also 
sent  u|)  to  London  by  this  lirin.  I  have  learneil  this  morning,  from  a 
reliable  source,  that  these  guns,  which  have  been  thus  sent,  were  made 
for  the  giinl>oat  Alexandra.  You  will  recollect  that  it  was  this  same  firm 
that  made  the  guns  for  the  steamers  On^to,  now  called  the  Floridiv,  and 
Alabuina.  Those  for  the  first-named  steamer  were  sent  to  West  Hartle- 
pool, and  shipped  from  thence  in  the  steamer  Bahama,  and  those  for 
the  Alabamji  to  London,  and  tlieie  sliipiwd  on  the  bark  Aggi'i|»ina.  I 
am  strtuiply  of  the  opinion  that  these  guns  are  intended  for  some  priva- 
teer, most  likely  one  of  these  very  vessels.  •  •  •  •  • 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

U:)iTED  States  Consuxate, 

JUcerpool,  June  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  much  astonisheil  at  a  letter  received  by  Mr.  Squarey 
this  momiug  from  Mr.  Hamel,  the  solicitor  of  the  customs,  containing 
this  paragraph.  After  referring  to  a  consultation  by  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  held  yesterday :  "  There  is  a  feeling  that  a  want  of  eonfideuce 
is  exhibited  towanls  us;  and  at  the  close  of  the  consultation  tlii^  attorney 
general  said,  all  acquiescing,  *  you  imvy  tell  Squarey  that,  unless  Young 
and  other  important  witnesses  and  documents  or  copies  arc  not  sent  to 
liOiidon  forthwith,  we  will  wash  our  hands  of  the  Ciise  altogether;'  and 
I  may  add  that  this  was  said  in  earnest,  so  pray  see  to  it," 

This  ia  the  first  intimation  that  either  Mr.  Squarey  or  myself  have  had 
from  any  of  them  that  they  wanted  the  witnesses  or  documents  at  Lou- 
don. There  hafl  been  no  holding  back  in  any  particular;  so  far  ft-om 
this,  we  have  rather  anticipated  tliem  In  many  things.  We  have  ail  the 
time  professed  a  willingness  to  d«  everything  in  our  power,  and  have 
attended  upon  them  in  season  and  out  of  sea^ton.  The  documents  they 
desire  are  those  from  Young.  When  Hamel  was  here  I  offered  them, 
but  was  informed  the  government  had  copies,  which  I  knew  to  be  the 
case,  for  even  the  policeman,  Cousins,  had  copies  when  he  called  on  me, 
I  have  directed  Mr.  Squarey  to  send  copies  of  these  papers  a^  once  to 
Mr.  Hamel,  and  to  take  up  to  London  all  the  witnesses,  and  shall  to- 
morrow, myself,  accompany  Mr.  Young  up. 

It  has  been  evident  to  me,  from  the  first,  that  the  persons  employed 
by  the  government  to  get  this  case  up  went  into  it  with  great  reluctance, 
and  were  more  disposed  to  get  out  of  it  than  to  prosecute  the  case  and 
condemn  the  vessel,  if  they  could  but  find  some  plausible  pretext  for 
getting  out.  They  would  like  to  throw  the  responsibility  ui>on  us  if 
they  could.  I  am  determined  they  sliall  not  do  this,  and  will  follow 
their  bidding  to  the  letter,  without  regard  to  time  or  expense. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Chaeles  Feahcis  Adams,  U.  8.  Minister.     ■ 


THE   ALEXAHDEA. 
Mr.  ASamg  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  425.] 

SiE;  Tlie  case  of  the  Akxamlra  still  remains  in  suspense.    The  attor- 
ney general,  in  the  Hou.se  of  Commons  the  other  night,  announced  that 
it  would  pTObabiy  come  up  for  trial  on  the  15th  Instant.    I  am  not  very 
anxious  to  see  it  hastened,  although  the  panic  whicli  it  occasioned  among 
the  rebel  sympathizers  has  almost  passed  away.    They  are  now  busily 
engaged  in  fitting  out  other  vessels  of  the  same  kind.    Althongh  not 
sanguine  of  obtaining  any  satisfactory  residts  from  the  government,  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty  steadily  to  continue  my  rei>resentatious  Whenever  I 
could  base  them  on  any  toletably  sufficient  grounds. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiu-  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

[Extract.] 

Xo.  629.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingttm,  June  17, 1863. 

SiE ;  Your  dispatch  of  the  5th  of  June  {No.  425)  has  been  received. 
The  several  notes  wliich  you  have  addressed  to  Earl  Bussell  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hostile  naval  armaments  which  are  being  prepared  in  British 
ports,  copies  of  which  notes  are  appended  to  the  dispatch,  are  approved. 
It  is  a  source  of  profound  regret  tliat  the  prospect  that  tliese  armaments 
will  be  prevented  by  her  M^esty's  government  is  now  by  no  means  as 
"hopeful  as  it  seemed  when  the  officers  of  the  Crown  interposed  to  arrest 
tbe  Alexandra. 

I  have  placed  your  disi^atcli  and  its  a«c4m|)animents  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Na\"y,  in  the  liope  and  belief  that  he  will  be  able  to 
prosecute  the  great  work  of  enlarging  our  navy  so  as  t«  be  able  to  meet 
with  constantly  angmenting  force  the  increasing  number  of  mir  assail- 
ants. While  we  are  thus  st«atlily  and  regularly  increasing  our  naval 
defenses,  we  trust  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  abat«  no  effort 
that  it  can  make  to  put  the  anti-foreign  enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain 
in  force  against  a  class  of  persons  whose  eutei-jmses  will,  as  we  feel  as- 
sored,  prove  in  the  end  to  be  as  fruitfhl  of  evils  to  that  country  as  they 
are  to  our  own. 


Charles  Fbancib  Adajms,  Esq.,  d-c,  cfec,  dec. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  4Z2,]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  18, 1863. 
SiK:  ••••••••• 

Tlie  trial  of  the  Alexandra  ia  now  set  down  to  take  p1ac«  on  Mondi; 
next,  the  22d  iuatant.  Mr.  Evarts  will  probably  gire  yoa  such  infor- 
mation, in  regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  t;ase  for  the  prosecntion,  as 
may  disjwnse  with  the  necessity  of  my  enlarging  upon  it  further.  I 
cannot  say  that  iny  hopes  of  success  are  very  sanguine.  The  state  of 
opinion  is  not  such  here,  on  tlie  question  of  iiirnishing  assistance  to  the 
rebels,  as»to  counteract  the  prevailing  disinclination  to  carry  into  effect 
the  prorisions  of  the  enlistment  law  in  any  case.  The  pretlominating 
idea  of  the  commercial  classes  is  trade;  they  care  not  with  whom,  or 
with  what  consequence^  short  of  absolute  war.  Juries  are,  therefore, 
liliely  to  be  slow  to  condemn  any  enterprise  which  is  not  marked  as  a 
direct  hostile  act.  The  government  itself  has  too  slight  a  hold  on  the 
confidence  of  Parliament,  or  the  classes  that  it  represents,  to  make  it 
very  strenuous  in  advocating  any  dubious  cause.  For  these  reasons  I 
am  not  particularly  confident  of  such  a  result  as  would  be  decisive  of 
the  maintenance  of  cordijility  between  the  countries  in  regard  to  fatnre 
outfits.  The  great  issue  that  yet  remains  will  be  upon  the  iron-clad  ves- 
sels building  at  Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  This  will  probably  come  up 
somewhere  in  the  month  of  August.  That  it  will  be  materially  affected 
by  the  taw  doctrines  promulgated  in  the  course  of  the  pending  trial  can 
scarcely  admit  of  a  doubt.  1  am  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Evarts  is  nM 
without  hopes  of  favorable  results.  A  longer  experience  of  the  tend- 
ency of  things  in  England  qualifies  mine  very  considerably. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Hecretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

London,  June  24, 1863 — i  p.  m. 
Silt :  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  the  jury  in  case  of  the  Alexandra 
have  Just  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor  of  th6  defendants,  thereby  releas- 
ing the  vessel.  The  chief  baron  held,''iu  his  charge  to  the  jury,  that 
building  a  vessel  for  a  belligerent  did  not  constitute  an  oflense  under 
the  statute.  That  the  vessel  must  be  built  and  armed  within  the  king- 
dom. In  case  of  the  Alabama,  he  said  no  ofi'ense  had  been  committed, 
because  she  was  not  armed  at  Liverpool,  but  at  the  Western  Islands. 
In  express  words  he  said  tliey  might  build  as  many  war  vessels  as  they 
please  for  either  of  the  belligerents,  provided  they  did  not  arm  them  in 
England. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(THOMAS  H.  DDJOLBT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Srwabd, 

Secretary  oj  State, 

DiclzedbyCoOglC 


THE  AI.EXANDBA. 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 


Ko.438.] 

Snt:  By  thepresent  conveyance,  copies  of  the  newspaperreport  of  tbe 
trial  of  the  Alexoniira,  as  well  as  of  a  special  report  made  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Dndley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  will  be  transmitted  to 
you.  Although  the  result  varies  little  troin  my  anticipation  of  it  as 
expressed  in  my  No.  432,  yet  some  of  the  details  are  unexpected  and 
fnrnislied  much  food  for  reflection.  The  presiding  judge  has  decided 
the  cause,  and  that  upon  a  coiistructiou  of  the  enlistment  act  which 
leaves  nothing  of  it,  as  a  penal  meaenre  of  prevention,  bat  the  name. 
Without  the  interposition  of  some  new  barrier.  Great  Britain  roust,  from 
this  time,  appear  as  ready  to  famish  the  means  for  any  and  every  enter- 
prise that  may  be  andertaken,  within  her  limits,  against  nations  with 
which  she  professes  at  the  same  time  to  be  auder  the  most  solemn 
engagements  to  keep  the  peace. 

As  exceptions  have  been  taken  by  the  government  against  this  ruling, 
the  case  will  now  be  carried  up  to  the  full  bench.  In  case  of  their  con- 
flrming  it,  I  undei-stand  the  intention  to  be  to  take  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  Practically,  therefore,,  no  change  in  the  relations  of 
the  parties  is  likely  to  occur  for  some  months.  The  Alexandra  will 
remain  under  interdict,  and  there  will  be  no  relaxation  of  the  efi'orts  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  steamers  yet  building.  This  will  fumish  a 
nsefol  delay,  as  well  to  consider  the  precise  position  in  which  the  two 
countries  are  now  placed  relatively  to  each  other  as  to  mature  the  policy 
which  it  will  be  deemed  proper  to  adopt  to  meet  the  emergency. 

Obviously  the  first  idea  is,  that  the  obligations  upon  the  two  nations 
in  regard  to  neutrality  are  not  left  reciprocal,  as  they  should  be.  Whilst 
the  United  States  execute  the  law  enacted  to  make  them  good,  Great 
Biitain  practically  invalidates  them  by  raising  apajadicial  construction 
which  annuls  its  own  statute  designed  to  the  same  end.  One  of  two 
consequences  would  seem  necessarily  to  follow :  either  Great  Britain  must 
interpose  a  new  and  more  effective  remedy,  or  else  the  United  States 
most  withdraw  theirs,  at  least  so  far  as  it  may  apply  to  Great  Britain, 
If  the  latter  country  be  content  to  abide  by  this  arrangement,  I  am  not 
qnite  sure  that  we  should  be  the  first  to  complain.  In  the  long  nm  she 
has  quite  as  much  to  lose  by  lax  morality  on  the  ocean  as  any  nation. 
The  duty  is,  however,  not  the  less  incumbent  to  force  her  to  accept  the 
isHoe,  and  to  place  on  record  either  her  acknowledgment  of  her  inter- 
natiootU  obligations,  or  her  release  of  other  nations  from  the  necessity 
of  observance  of  the  same  towards  herself. 

The  next  point  naturally  relates  to  the  consideration  of  proper  meas- 
ures to  meet  the  difllcnlties  that  mast  ensue  from  any  adverse  position 
thM  may  be  taken  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  present  state  of  feelhig  here 
among  the  commercial  classes,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  all  possible 
fikciUtieB  would  be  readily  Inmished  for  waging  an  effective  and  exter- 
minating war  upon  our  commere*  ftow  British  ports.  The  vessels  now 
building  wonid  be  seitt  forth,  and  new  ones  started.  All  of  them  would 
be  armed  and  manned  with  little  further  molestation.  The  effect  would 
scfuvely  fitil  to  be  to  protract  the  war  indefinitely — i>erhaps  even  to  turn 
tbe  scale  on  the  side  of  the  rebels.  The  only  practicable  mode  of  deter- 
ring persons  from  such  projects  would  seem  to  be  not  so  much  a  decla- 
iBtion  of  hostile  intentions  as  prompt  preparation  on  the  ocean  to  check 
19  A  c— TOi»  n 
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tbe  teDdency  in  ite  commeacemeDt.  It  is  mucb  to  be  regretted  that 
abeady  tbree  armed  veseela  are  combining  their  operations  to  annoyna, 
and  as  yet,  it  must  be  coufessed,  witli  the  appearance  of  perfect  impn- 
nity.  The  hojte  of  nltimately  concentrating  such  a  force  as  may  strike 
a  sudden  and  effective  blow  on  some  weak  point  in  our  coast  is  not  yet 
abandoned.  I  fear  that  we  may  have  l>een  tiiruiiig  our  attentioD  too 
exdusivtdy  to  the '  preparation  of  unseaworthy  ves^s  to  be  in  a  uondi- 
tion  to  face  this  new  daugei-.  What  we  now  need  ia  swift  and  stroBg 
shit>8  of  war  ou  the  ocean.  That  the  Americans  canuot,  if  they  pkase, 
make  these  as  effective  in  every  way  as  auj  that  may  be  coustntcted  in 
this  island,  I  should  be  slow  to  believe.  The  very  presence  of  such  ia 
proper  force,  aud  commanded  by  competent  officers,  in  the  waters  of 
Europe,  would  be  more  likely  to  be  the  means  of  preser\TDg  the  peace 
iu  the  coutiugeucy  now  apprehended  than  all  other  expedients  pot 
together.  I  tnist  that  before  the  period  shall  come  round  for  action  vt 
may  be  Ibund  in  a  condition  to  take  it  with  eflect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servaut, 

CHAELES  FRAU0I8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  of  the  Alexandra  jury  trial  see  Parliamentary  and 
Judicial  Appendix,  Ko.  15.J 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adam*. 

No.  651.1  Departsient  op  State, 

WashingUm,  July  11, 1863. 

Sitt :  Your  dispateb  of  the  2Cth  of  June  (So.  438)  has  been  received, 
together  with  three  pajwr  books  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  of  tiie 
Alexandra. 

In  giving  you  tbe  President's  views  in  regard  to  that  case,  and  Uie 
questions  depending  upon  it^  I  labor  under  some  embarrassuient,  resnltr 
ing  from  an  ignorance  of  what  may  have  occurred  in  Europe  since  tie 
date  of  your  dispatch.  It  is  known  here  that  ut  tliat  time  a  movement 
in  the  House  of  Commons  demanding  a  recognition  of  tlie  iusurgents  by 
her  Majesty's  government  was  set  down  for  tbe  ^>th  of  June,  and  that 
you  were  not  altogether  without  apprehension  that  the  moventent,  aided 
by  a  moral  effect  of  the  verdict  in  the  case  of  Alexandra,  and  l>acked  by 
a  supposed  patronage  in  France,  might  prevail.  Secondly,  we  liave  not 
altogether  been  able  to  disregard  the  rumors  of  a  design  of  the  Ktnperor 
of  fiance  to  recognize  the  insurgents,  with  or  without  the  concarreace 
of  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  Thirdly,  that  movement  was  to  be 
based  upon  the  ground  of  tbe  demonstrated  failure  of  t!ie  armies  of  the 
Union;  but  while  it  was  going  on,  those  armies  have  achieved  vietwies 
which  here  are  regarded  as  warranting  an  expeetiition  of  a  complete 
and  rapid  extinguishment  of  the  iiisiuTection.  The»e  brilliant  aad 
important  victories,  however,  are  as  yet  unknown^n  Europe. 

Under  these  circumstance^  I  shall  assume  that  no  act  has  been  d<»e 
by  the  government  of  France  or 'by  the  government  of  Great  Britain, 
e8x>ecially  by  tbe  latter,  to  change  the  relations  that  have  heret«&re 
existed  between  those  countries,  respectively,  and  the  United  States 
and  I  shall  coufiue  myself  to  the  duty  of  explaining  fraukl;  the  opiiuoiis 


THE  ALEXANDRA.  291 

of  tbe  President,  and  tlie  policy  which  he  will  parsue  in  regaixl  to  inaii- 
IJDie  questiouB  in  view  of  the  result  in  the  ease  of  the  Alexaudrii. 

Pint  You  are  authorized  and  expected  to  aijsiire  Earl  Kussell  that 
this  goveinment  is  entirely  satisfied  that  her  Majesty's  goverunieiit  have 
conducted  the  proceediugs  in  that  case  with  perfect  good  faith  and 
honor,  aud  that  they  are  well  disposed  to  prevent  the  fitting  out  of 
armed  vessels  in  British  portB  to  depredate  upon  Aniericau  coiomeree 
and  to  makt)  war  agatDst  the  United  States. 

Seamdlg.  This  goyernment  is  satisfied  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  have  performed  their  duties  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Alexandra 
vith  a  sincei'e  conviction  of  the  adequacy  of  the  law  of  Ureat  Britain 
and  a  sincere  desire  to  give  it  effect. 

Thirdijf.  The  government  of  tbe  United  States  does  not  descend  to 
inquire  whether  the  jury  in  the  case  werejir  were  not  im[>artial.  It  wil- 
lingly believes  they  weie  so,  and  it  accepts  the  statement  made  with  so 
mach  unanimity  by  all  the  reporters  of  the  case,  that  the  judge  who  pre- 
dded  at  the  trial  made  the  bench  responsible  for  the  verdict  by  the  bold- 
ness and  directness  of  his  rulings  against  the  prosecution. 

Fourthiy.  Gi-eat  Britain  being  a  iree  and  constitutional  country,  and 
the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  having  been  thus  far  con- 
dncted  by  the  government  in  good  faith  and  according  to  law,  the  United 
States  woidd  not  be  jostified  in  deeming  the  verdict  rendered  by  the 
jnij'  a  cause  of  national  complaint,  provided  that  the  government  prose- 
cutes an  appeal  to  the  higher  courts  until  it  be  determined  in  the  court 
of  last  resort  whether  the  law  is  adequate  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
neutrality  which  her  Mi^jesty  has  proclaimed,  and  provided  also  that  in 
tlie  mean  time  the  Alexandra  and  other  vessels  which  may  be  found 
Tiolattng  or  preparing  to  violate  the  law  be  prevented,  so  far  as  the  law 
may  allow,  from  leaving  British  ports  to  prosecute  their  work  of  devas- 
tation. 

The  President  is  not  prepared  to  believe  that  the  judiciary  of  Great 
Britain  will,  with  well-considered  judgment,  render  nugatory  and  void 
a  statute  of  the  realm  which,  with  its  counterpart  in  our  own  legislation, 
lias  hitherto  been  regarded  by  both  nations  as  a  guarantee  of  that 
mutual  forbearance  which  is  so  essential  to  tbe  preservation  of  peace  and 
friendship.  Nor  shall  £  incur  the  hazard  of  producing  irritation  on 
either  side  of  the  ocean  by  criticising  tbe  reastming  by  which  the  learuMl 
judge  who  tried  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  justified  his  conclusions 
thereon,  or  by  wliich  that  portion  of  the  British  press  which  approves 
the  verdict  labors  to  defend  it. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  me  if  I  were  allowed  to  rest  here.  Bat 
the  [tosition  in  which  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  is  left  by  the  recent 
trial  renders  it  necessary  to  contemplate  a  possible  affirmation  of  the 
rulings  of  the  chief  baron  in  the  court  of  dernier  resort.  You  are  entitled 
to  know,  and  it  seems  proper  that  you  should  be  able  to  communicate  to 
her  Majesty's  governmett,  the  views  which  the  President  has  taken  of 
the  rights  and  duties  of  this  government  in  that  unlooked  for  and  deeply 
to  be  deprecated  event.  I  trust  that  I  sluill  be  able  to  express  those 
convictions  calmly  and  dispassionately  witliout  wounding  the  Just  self- 
respect  of  her  Majesty's  government.  If  the  rulings  of  the  chief  baron 
of  the  exchequer  in  tbe  case  of  the  Alexandra  shall  be  alhnned  so  as  to 
legulate  the  action  of  her  Majesty's  government,  the  President  will,  as  he 
thinkf),  be  left  to  understand  that  there  is  no  law  in  Great  Britain  which  ■ 
will  be  effe<;tive  to  preser^'e  mutual  relations  of  forbearance  between 
the  subjects  of  her  Majesty  and  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
8ta(«s  in  liie  only  point  where  they  are  exposed  to  in&action.  n^tw 
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fitting  oat  of  the  Alabama  and  the  Florida,  fl»  well  as  of  the  Alexandra, 
frill  thus  receive  the  sanction  of  the  goverumeut,  and  the  Uiitted  Stateti 
vill  be  without  any  guarantee  whatever  against  the  iudiBcriminate  aad 
unlimited  employment  of  capital,  iudiiatry,  and  skill  by  British  subjects, 
in  building,  arming,  equipping,  and -sending  forth  snips  of  war  from 
British  porta  to  make  war  against  the  United  States. 

I  may  safely  protest,  in  behaJf  of  the  United  Statea,  against  the  assamp- 
tion  of  that  ]»ositiou  by  the  British  nutioii,  because  this  goTernmeut, 
with  a  statute  exactly  similar  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  does  constaDtiy 
hold  itself  able  and  bound  to  prevent  such  injuries  to  Great  Britam. 
^e  President  thinks  it  not  Improper  to  suggest  for  the  consideration  irf 
her  Majesty's  goverumeut  the  question  whether,  on  appeal  to  be  made 
by  them,  Parliament  might  not  think  it  just  and  expedient  to  amend  tbe 
existing  statute  in  such  a  way  as  to  eflect  what  the  two  governments 
actually  believe  it  ought  now  to  accomplish.  In  case  of  such  an  appeal 
the  President  would  not  hesitate  to  ajiply  to  Congress  for  an  equivalent 
amendment  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  if  her  Majesty's  govenitnenl 
should  desire  such  a  proceeding,  although  here  such  an  amendment  is 
not  deemed  necesaary. 

If  the  law  of  Great  Britain  mnst  be  left  without  amendment,  and  be 
construed  by  the  government  in  conformity  with  the  rolings  of  the  chief 
baron  of  the  exchequer,  then  there  will  be  left  for  the  United  States  no 
alternative  but  to  protect  themselves  und  their  commerce  against  armed 
cruisers  proceeding  from  British  ports  as  against  the  naval  forces  of  & 
public  enemy ;  and  also  to  claim  and  insist  upon  indemnities  for  the  inju- 
rieH  which  all  such  expeditions  have  hitherto  committed  or  shall  here- 
after commit  against  the  government  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  To  this  end  this  goverumeut  is  now  preparing  a  naval  force 
with  the  utmost  vigor;  and  if  the  national  navy,  which  it  is  rapidly 
creating,  shall  not  be  sufficient  for  the  emergency,  then  the  United 
Stiites  must  bring  into  eniptoyment  anch  private  armed  uaval  forces  as 
the  mercantile  marine  shall  afford.  British  jmrts,  domestic  as  well  as 
colonial,  are  now  open,  under  certain  restrictions,  to  the  visits  of  pirati- 
ojil  vessels,  and  not  only  furnish  them  coals,  provisions,  and  repairs,  bnt 
even  receive  their  ))risoaers  when  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  come 
in  to  obtain  such  i-elief  from  voyages  in  which  they  have  either  burned 
ships  they  have  captured,  or  have  even  manned  and  armed  them  as 
pirates  and  sent  them  abroad  as  auxiliaries  in  the  work  of  deatmclion. 
Can  it  be  an  occasion  for  either  surprise  or  complaint  that  if  this  condi- 
tion of  things  is  to  remain  and  receive  the  deliberate  sanction  of  tbe  Brit- 
ish government,  the  navy  of  the  Unit«d  States  will  receive  instructions  to 
pursue  these  enemies  into  the  ports  which  thus,  in  violation  of  tbe  law 
of  nations  and  tbe  obligations  of  neutrality,  become  harbors  for  the 
pirates  t  The  President  very  distinctly  perceives  the  risks  and  hazards 
which  a  naval  conflict  thus  maintained  will  bring  to  the  commerce  and 
even  to  the  peace  of  the  two  countries.  But  he  is  obliged  to  considw 
that  in  the  case  supposed  the  destruction  of  our  commerce  will  probaWy 
amount  to  a  naval  war  waged  by  a  portion  at  least  of  the  British  nation 
against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States — a  war  toler- 
ated although  not  declared  or  avowed  by  the  British  government.  It, 
through  the  necessary  employment  of  all  our  means  of  national  defense, 
such  a  partial  war  shall  become  a  general  one  between  the  two  nations, 
the  President  thinks  that  the  responsibility  for  that  painful  result  will 
not  fall  upon  tbe  United  States. 

lu  stating  thus  frankly  the  views  of  this  government,  it  is  proper  for 
me  to  add  that  it  is  not  the  President's  puriwse  to  resort  to  the  extraor- 
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diiury  measures  of  defense  to  wtaich  I  bave  referred,  niilens  they  shall 
be  rendered  necessary  by  a  final  deciBion  of  the  British  goTeriimont  that 
it  eaoDot  and  will  not  interfere  to  restrain  the  hostilities  -which  are  now 
apprehended ;  nor  will  I  allow  myself  to  suppose  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  for  a  moment  conceive  that  anything  I  have  written  upou 
this  point  is  written  in  a  spirit  of  mere  demonstration ;  ou  the  contrary, 
while  the  pacific  and  friendly  disposition  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment is  fnlly  appreciated  and  relied  apon,  it  is  well  understood  that 
that  government  is  the  last  one  in  the  world  to  yield  to  veliemence  what 
cannot  be  conceded  in  equity  and  justice.  So,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
ought  to  be  understood  that  the  United  Sbitea,  if  they  could  ever  be 
presmnptuouB,  are  sufficiently  chastened  already  by  the  scourge  of  civil 
war  to  seek  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  Britain  and  all  other  nations 
throDgh  any  concession  that  is  compatible  with  the  permanent  interests 
of  nationai  life  and  honor. 

For  yonr  own  information,  and  to  enable  yon  to  maintain  the  national 
ri^ta  and  interests  with  yonr  accustomed  firmness,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  stating  that  our  naval  force  is  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing.  The 
navy  has  already  in  actual  service  forty-four  thousand  men.  New,  better, 
utdmore  effective  steamships — iron-clads,  as  well  as  others — are  coming 
frwn  the  docks ;  and  we  do  not  distrust  our  ability  to  defend  ourselves 
in  our  harbors  and  on  the  high  seas,  even  if  we  must  nnhappily  be  pre- 
cipitated, through  injustice  in  Europe,  into  a  foreign  war.  The  fall  of 
Vickshurg  releases  a  large  naval  force  for  effective  service,  while  the 
free  narigation  of  the  Mississippi,  now  immediately  expected,  will  restore 
to  OS  our  accustomed  facilities  for  foreign  conflict.  The  same  great  ev^nt 
rehevea  the  army  of  General  Grant,  which  numbers  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  from  the  labors  and  fatigues,  of  a  siege,  and  gi\'e8  us 
movable  coliunns  for  uncompleted  purposes  of  the  war.  The  capture  of 
Vicksbnrg,  the  occupation  of  Tullahoma,  and  the  defeat  of  the  insnr- 
genta  in  Pennsylvania  are  the  achievements  of  the  campaign  which 
was  proposed  in  the  last  aatumn.  The  anny  which  has  performed  them 
is  still  strong  and  effective.  It  will  now  be  re-enforced,  easily  and  cheer- 
fiilly.  by  the  people  with  an  addition  of  three  hundred  thousand  men. 
On  tne  other  hand,  the  insurgents  have  within  the  last  month  sustained 
an  aggregate  loss  of  fifty  thousand  men,  which  I  think  it  will  be  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  replace;  and  without  their  being  replaced, 
dieir  military  strength  can  hardly  be  deemed  permanently  formidable. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Ghasi.es  Frahcib  Abahs,  Esq.,  tfec,  <fcc.,  i&o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  466.]  Legation  o?  the  United  States, 

London,  July  31,  1863. 
Sib:  ••••••.• 

With  regard  to  the  matters  contained  in  your  very  important  dispatch 
Xo.  651,  of  the  11th  instant,  I  need  not  say  how  much  I  am  impressed 
with  the  weight  of  the  argument  and  the  dignity  of  the  remonstrance 
it  contains.  Bat  on  reflecting  upon  the  precise  situation  in  which  tbiugs 
hare  beeo  left  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  Parliament,  the  effect  of  lute 
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events  in  America,  the  remonBtrance  already  pnt  in  by  myeelf  Rgainst 
the  outfit  of  the  iron-clads  at  Liverpool,  and  the  determination  eviiic«d 
by  the  ministry  to  carry  the  question  mvolved  in  the  case  of  the  Alex- 
andra throngh  all  the  forms  of  appeal  to  the  highest  coort,  necessarily 
causing  a  long  interval  of  delay  before  a  final  decittion  can  be  reached, 
I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  present  is  not  by  any  means  im 
opportune  moment  to  press  the  subject  ftirther.  Yon  could  not  have 
foreseen,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  favorable  turn  which  affairs  have 
since  t'aken,  in  consequence  of  which  the  threatening  appearances 
which  you  were  contemplating  have,  at  least  for  the  time,  passed  away. 
Under  these  circnmstances,  I  shall  so  far  venture  upon  exercising  a  dis- 
cretion in  the  premises  as  to  postpone  any  communii'Ation  of  your  views 
to  Lord  Euseelt  until  either  there  shall  spring  up  a  fresh  cause  for  nneaai 
ness,  or  you  shall,  after  gaining  a  view  of  the  precise  state  of  the  case, 
give  me  further  instructions  to  proceed  at  once. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  observe,  furthermore,  that  this  period  of  general 
dispersion  of  people  in  authority,  when  even  her  Majesty  is  on  the  eve  of 
an  absence  in  Germany,  is  not  propitious  to  the  discussion  of  so  grave  a 
topic 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewasd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  677.]  Department  op  State, 

Washingtm,  August  13, 1883. 
SiB:  Your  dispatch  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  No.  469,  has  been  received. 
With  reference  to  instructions  No.  651,  of  the  11th  Jaly,  upon  the  eaae 
of  the  Alexandra  and  the  questions  involved  therein^  I  have  to  observe 
that  you  will  have  learned  that  I  regarded  your  previous  communication 
to  Earl  Russell  on  the  subject  as  an  execution  of  my  iDstractious  by  way 
of  anticipation.  The  case  is  relieved  alsoby  the  hopes  vou  authorize  me 
to  indulge  in  regard  to  the  holding  of  the  vessels  untii  the  decision  as 
to  the  Alexandra.  You  will  exercise  your  discretion  concerning  the 
■er. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 


Chables  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  cfcc,  i&e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  532.]  Legation  op  the  TJhited  States, 

London,  Noveniber  6,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  Morning  Post,  which 
contain  reports  of  the  proceedings  thus  far,  in  the  court  of  exchequer,  ou 
the  case  of  the  Alexaudra,  on  the  question  of  an  api>ejil  from  the  ruling 
of  the  chief  baron  at  the  trial  held  last  spring.  It  now  appears  that  the 
chief  baron  declines  to  sign  a  bill  of  exceptions,  because  it  imputes  to 
him  certain  legal  declarations  which  he  never  made,  aud  objects  to  him 
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that  lie  did  not  give  instractions  whicli  he  avers  were  tbe  very  ones  he 
did  give.  As  a  cousequtMice,  a  techiiiciU  barrier  was  at  once  raised 
against  further  operatiou»,  which  proved  so  difficult  to  remove  that  re- 
sort was  filially  had  to  the  extraonliiiary  step  of  creating  a  new  rule  for 
Om  purpose  of  admitting  a  luotiou  on  the  part  of  the  governoient.  Thus 
far  the  new  attorney  geuentl  serins' to  have  succeeded  in  forcing  his  way 
ont  of  tbis  court.  But  he  has  yet  some  i'urtlier  dilticulties  to  ovei'come 
before  he  can  get  into  the  exctiequer  chamber,  wbieh,  from  the  iutima- 
tioiis  made  at  the  opening,  would  seem  to  be  fully  prepared  to  receive 

Tlie  course  of  the  chief  barou  on  tlds  occasion  has  given  rise  to  quite 
as  much  remark  iu  jirofesisiuual  circles  as  it  did  at  tbe  tiuic  uf  tbe  tiial. 
Perhaps  the  most  lingular  psirt  of  it  is  the  intimation  given  tbat  be  had 
been  assimilating  bis  doctrine  to  that  which  he  supposed  to  have  been 
anuouuced  by  the  first  minister  of  the  Crown  in  tbellouse  of  Commons. 
Tbe  tendency  of  tbe  bench  in  Great  Britiiin  to  do  this  has  not  been 
altogether  unobserved  in  ttie  prior  history  of  the  couutiy,  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  ever  was  so  candidly  disclosed  before. 

The  change  that  has  been  ma<le  iu  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Grown  is 
made  sufficiently  iierceptible  in  these  proceedings. 

I  am  DOW  rather  hojtefid  of  a  better  final  result  tbaa  I  was  in  the 
spriiig.  There  has  been  a  marked  alteration  iu  the  tone  of  the  leading 
newspapers,  which  will  not  fail  to  produce  its  effect  on  tbe  classes  which 
they  reach.  A  copy  of  tbe  Globe  of  the  4th  instant,  coutuiuing  a  leader 
on  tbe  subject,  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  hsive  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FliANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eon-  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  ofBcial  report  see  Parliamentary  and  Jadicidl  Appendix,  No.  15.J 


Mr.  Adaitu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  542,]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

IxmAon,  November  20, 1863. 
SlB:  Thus  far  the  progress  made  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  has 
been  slow.  The  lawyers  engaged  in  the  defense  have  consumed  all  the 
time  down  U)  a  late  hour  yesterday,  when  the  attorney  general  commenced 
an  argument  in  favor  of  liis  motion.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the 
IfOndon  Times,  containing  a  report  of  the  trial  so  far  as  it  has  gone.  It 
is  evidently  inucb  abbreviated,  but  it  will  snfBce  to  give  you  an  ideit  of 
tJie  character  of  the  proceedings. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  reimrt  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Ju- 
dit^al  Appendix,  No.  15.] 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Ho.  763.J  Dbpabtmest  of  State, 

Wtahington,  November  20, 1863. 

SiE:  Tour  dispatch  of  November  6  (No.  532)  has  beeu  received.  It 
mforms  me  of  the  proceedings  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  the 
case  of  the  Alexandra  t>efore  the  court  of  exchequer. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  sincere  satiBfaction  to  And  that  the  interpretatloD 
which  was  given  to  municipal  and  international  laws  on  the  formertrial 
of  the  case  is  deemed  to  require  Judicial  reconsideration.  If  that  inter- 
pretation should  be  left  to  guide  the  courts  in  Great  Britain  and  her 
American  provinces,  and  should  further  come  to  be  accepted  as  a  guide 
to  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  then  I  think  no  one  could  reasonably 
expect  that  the  conflicts  which  would  unavoidably  arise  between  the  two 
nations  could  be  settled  by  the  ordinarj'  peaceful  processes  of  courts  or 
cabinets.  This  government  knows  no  interest  and  no  motive  that  does 
not  prompt  to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  friendship  with  Great 
Britain. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chablbs  Fbahcib  Adams,  Esq.,  »fec,  «£e.,  <fcc. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  545.]  Leoation  op  the  United  Status, 

London,  November  27, 1863. 
SlE:  ••••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  newspaper  report  of  the  remainder  of 
the  proceedings  iu  the  case  of  the  Alexandra.  No  decision  has  yet  been 
announced  from  the  court.  If  it  should  be  unfavorable  to  the  motion, 
it  is  understood  that  the  government  will  take  an  appeal  to  the  higher 
court.  The  earnestness  and  vigor  displayed  by  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  in  the  prosecution  of  this  case  on  the  present  occasion  leave 
notiiing  to  be  desired.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  bear  this  tes- 
timony at  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wdxiam  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  ofGcial  report  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Farliamentaiy  and  Ju- 
dicial Appendix,  No.  15.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sewa/rd, 

:No.  676.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Janvary  15,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  was  very  glad  to  receive  a  visit  on  Sunday  evening  last  from 

Mr.  Evarts,  who  had  just  arrived  in  London  from  America,  in  the  steamo- 

AuBtndasiiui.    He  came  just  in  time  for  the  decision  of  the  court  of 

-exclwquer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which  was  deUvered  on  Mffli- 
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iaj.  The  opinions  of  the  four  jodgea  were  read  geriatim.  A  copy  of 
tlie  report  in  the  Times  has  been  already  tntusmitted  to  yon  from  this 
legation.  The  result  is  aa  I  hare  already  hinted  to  you  it  was  likely  to 
be.  There  had  been  some  expectation  of  an  agreenteut.  The  facility 
vith  which  the  arrangement  was  made  for  an  api>eal  leads  me  to  infer 
tbat  this  was,  on  the  whole,  not  unacceptable  to  the  govemmeut.  The 
practical  effect  of  it  is  to  Huapend  the  matter  for  some  time  longer,  a  re- 
sult not  altogether  disadvantageous.  It  is  impossible  to  deoy  that  pub- 
lic opiiiion  is  essentially  changing  in  regard  to  the  obligation  of  this 
coDotry  to  prevent  the  gross  violations  of  neutrality  that  have  been  here- 
tofore tolerated.  The  sympathy  with  the  rebels  is  waning  in  proportion 
as  the  character  of  their  reckless  and  desperate  proceedings  becomes 
veil  onderstood.  The  speeches  of  members  of  Parliament  during 
the  present  season  show  something  of  this.  Those  made  by  Mr.  Maasey 
and  Mr.  Buxton  are  more  particularly  deser\'iDg  of  attention  on  this 
account.  Mr.  Foster's  is  in  a  different  style,  but  equally  shows  his  seuse 
of  the  altered  aspect  of  the  question.  The  understanding  is  general  that 
no  action  can  possibly  be  expected  in  Parliament.  The  labor  expended 
in  circulating  petitions  is  now  confined  to  the  promotion  of  the  cessation 
of  liostilitiee,  and  the  appeal  is  particularly  addressed  to  the  clergy. 
The  threatening  aspect  of  continental  politics  renders  any  more  decided 
policy  bopeless. 

I  perceive  in  the  newspapers  a  notice  that  the  case  of  the  Pampero, 
at  Glasgow,  Ls  to  be  soon  brought  into  court. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adamt. 

[Eitraot] 

Ko.823.]  Dbpaetment  of  State, 

Waakington,  February  1, 1864. 

Sib  :  Yonr  dispatch  of  January  last  (No.  57IJ)  has  been  submitted  to 
the  President. 

It  is  supposed  here  that  the  delay  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  which 
results  from  the  decision  recently  pronounced,  and  the  appeal  thereon 
to  the  court  of  exchequer,  are  regarded  by  her  Majesty's  government  as 
not  nufavorable  to  the  policy  they  have  adopted  to  prevent  the  levying 
of  naval  war  from  British  ports  against  the  United  States.  In  view  (rf 
this  circumstance  I  forbear  for  the  present  from  making  a  formal  pro- 
test against  that  decision. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Fbakcis  Adajcs,  Esq.,  Ae.,  &c.,  <£«. 


Mr.  Adam*  U>  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  591.]  Lbqation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  i,  1864, 
Sm :  The  qneation  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  court  of 
exchequer  in  the  case  of  the  Alexandra  will  come  up  for  consideration 
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on  Satnrday  next,  before  the  court  of  exchequer  chamber,  composed  of 
eight  judges,  four  from  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  four  from  the  court  of 
common  pleas.  Mr,  Evarts,  who  has  been  in  Paris  for  a  few  days  past, 
win  probably  be  here  in  season  to  watch  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  make  his  report  to  you. 

The  activity  in  sending  out  vessels  to  mn  the  blockade  continnes, 
though  it  seems  to  be  now  understood  that  a  larger  proportion  of  each 
risk  is  assumed  by  the  rebel  authorities.  It  has  jui^t  been  reported  to 
me,  from  a  secret  source,  that  a  steamer  called  the  Kangaroo  is  aboat 
to  depart,  with  a  considerable  number  of  rebel  passengers,  including 
Messrs.  Mason  and  Slidell,  and  a  large  sum  of  money,  but  with  no  other 
freight.  Should  this  prove  to  be  true,  you  will  probably  get  by  this 
steamer  toore  exact  information  from  another  source. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obe«lient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMa 
,  Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TExtract.] 

'So.  693.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  6, 18&L 
Bib  :  •  •  •  I  attended  the  se.ssion  of  the  Houm 

of  Lords  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  speeches  of  Lord  Derby  and 
Lord  Russell. 

The  [Queen's]  speech  contains  no  allusion  whatever  to  the  United 
States;  but  many  references  to  the  subject  were  made  in  the  course  of 
the  debates,  principally  by  members  of  the  opposition.  Ton  will  partic- 
ularly note  that  of  Lord  Derby,  because  it  touches  cue  jiortion  of  your 
instructions  to  me  of  the  Hth  of  July,  (dispatch  No.  651,)  lately  published 
in  America,  upon  which,  for  reasons  given  at  the  time  to  you,  I  thought 
it  best  to  desist  from  acting.  The  actual  temper  towards  us  does  not 
appear  to  be  materially  changed.  It  is  only  subdued  by  the  sense  of  a 
more  immediate  and  dangerous  complication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  Hunsard's  Parliamentary  Debates,  voL  173,  pp.  39, 40.] 

House  of  Lords,  Fehruary  4, 1864. 

ADDBESS  TO  HEB  MAJESTY  ON  THE  L0BD8   OOUHISSIONBBS'  SPEECH, 
The  lords  commissioners*  speech  having  been  reported  by  the  lonl 
chancellor 

The  Eael  of  Derby;  My  lords,        "  •  *  .  * 

Again,  it  would  appear  that,  notwithstanding  the  concessions  which 

the  noble  carl  has  made  to  the  federal  Statesof  America,  in  carrying  oat 

what  he  calls  neutirality,  but  what  I  am  afi'aijl  I  must  call  one-aided  nen- 
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frality,  he  has  received  from  these  States  not  thanks,  heeause  I  believe 
that  papers  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
show  that  we  were  met  by  detnands  and  menaces,  which  I  should  be 
raoch  a»b)ni8he(l  if  any  one  calling  himself  a  British  minister  must  not 
bave  felt  a  difticiiity  in  recei\-ing,  when  the  dispatches  containing  them 
were  placed  in  his  hands.  Since  then  we  are  not  only  told  tlwit  the 
Auieiicim  government  will  hold  ns  repongible  for  any  damage  which  their 
commerce  niny  have  snstained  by  the  acts  of  the  Alabama,  bnt,  if  1  have 
not  misread  the  papers  laid  before  Congress,  they  state  that  ii'  we  do  not 
pat  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  vessels  of  this  kind  in  this  country',  the  result 
luust  be  that  the  federal  government  will  take  the  law  into  their  own 
hands;  that  their  cruisers,  will  follow  these  vessels  into  British  ports, 
and  will,  in  British  waters,  maint<ain  their  own  interests.  My  lords,  I 
hope  the  noble  earl  will  be  able  to  show  that  he  has  answered  that  dis- 
patch in  a  manner  which  will  put  au  end  to  such  monstrous  demands  for 
tlie  ihtiu^.  Bnt  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  last  dispatch  from  Washing- 
ton was  written  atwut  August,  and  was  received  here  towards  the  latter 
end  of  August,  and  early  in  September  the  noble  earl  took  the  strong 
step  of  Reii''ing  the  so-called  confederate  rams  in  the  Mersey  npon  that 
very  snspieion  as  to  which,  a  year  before,  the  attorney  general  informed 
Piirli.iment  that  the  government  would  not  be  warranted  in  interfering. 
Well,  then,  my  lords,  if  you  have  not  satisfied  the  federals,  neither  have 
jou  satisfied  the  Confederate  States.         •  •  •  • 


Mr.  Aiama  to  Mr,  Smiard, 
[Extract.] 
So.  694.]  LEaATIOM  OP  THE  UtOTBD  STATES, 

London,  Febrvary  11, 1864. 

8iE  :••••'••• 

As  Mr.  Evarts  has  not  yet  returned'  from  the  continent,  I  have  the 
'lonor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  London  Times  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  tiirtlier  proceedings  in  the  case  of  th6  Alex- 
andra. It  appears  that  the  government  has  been  again  foiled  in  its  pur- 
pose to  gain  fl-om  the  higher  courts  a  judicial  exposition  of  the  enlist- 
ment act,  by  the  interposition  of  teiihnical  objections  to  the  process.  I 
think  they  are  by  no  means  insensible  t«  the  awkwanl  position  in  which 
ibia  difticnlty  places  the  conntry  in  its  relations  with  foreign  nations. 
Inasmnch  as  the  nit^ority  of  the  judges,  whilst  declining  to  take  juris- 
diction themselves,  left  open  a  way  to  the  transfer  of  the  question  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  it  is  generally  understood  that  that  course  will  be 
adopted.  The  eftect  will  be  to  canse  another  delay  for  a  considerable 
time.  And  this  delay  will,  in  it«  turn,  cause  a  postponement  of  any 
definite  action  upon  the  representations  made  by  me  to  tbie  government 
under  the  instructions  contained  in  your  dispatch  {TSo.  802)  of  the  6th  of 
•Tannaiy.  A  report  of  my  conference  with  Lord  Kussell  on  that  subject 
was  sent  to  yon  in  my  dispatch  (So.  684)  of  the  28th  ultimo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ClLiKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  of  the  Alexandra  trial  see  Pariiameutary  and  Judi- 
cial A)>pendix,  2fo.  15.  For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 
Xo.  802,  January  6, 18C4,  gee  Vol.  I,  p.  609.  And  for  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  So.  584,  January  28, 18&4,  see  Vol.  I,  p.  744.] 
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Mr.  A^mt  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


Xo.  696.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Febntary  11, 1864. 
SiB:  The  publication  of  the  diplomatic  papers  annexed  to  the  Presi- 
dent's message  haa  elicited  much  comment  in  Parliament  and  in  the 
newspapers,  npon  jonr  instructions  to  me  in  your  No.  651,  of  tlie  11th 
of  July  last,  and  partitjularly  that  portion  of  them  which  declared  the 
intention  of  the  government,  under  certain  contingencies,  to  outer  Eng- 
lish porta  and  seize  obnoxious  vessels.  In  my  Ho.  593,  of  last  week,  I 
pointed  out  to  your  attention  the  observations  of  Lord  Derby  on  that 
snbjeet,  on  the  opening  night  in  the  Honse  of  Lords.  Remarks  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind  have  since  be«n  made  in  the  Commons.  I  now  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  Times  of  yesterday,  containing  a  report  of  the  repliea  made 
by  the  ministry  in  both  houses  to  these  questions. 
-  It  is,  perhaps,  unfortunate  that,  when  you  decided  on  publislitng  these 
instructionB,  you  did  not  at  the  same  time  insert,  at  least,  so  much  of  my 
So.  465,  of  the  3l8t  of  July,  as  would  have  explained  the  reason  why  they 
were  not  acted  npon  at  the  tame  by  me.  For  want  of  that  light,  it  has 
been  generally  assumed  here  that  I  took  the  responsibility  of  suppress- 
ing them  altogeUier.  The  inference  is  that  I  assumed  io  judge  them 
nnsoitable,  or  else  was  afraid  to  present  them.  In  point  of  foot,  yon 
may  remember  that  on  the  very  same  day  of  their  date  I  had  antici- 
pated them,  for  the  most  part,  by  presenting  to  Lord  Russell  a  note 
embracing  macb  of  the  argnmenta  contained  in  yoar  disiiateh.  This 
yon  did  me  the  honor  to  notice  in  flattering  terms  in  your  later  dispatch, 
No.  667,  of  the  29th  of  July.  The  only  question  then  left  open  was  upon 
the  expediency  of  addressing  a  new  note  to  Lord  Russell  for  the  single 
purpose  of  introducing  the  particular  notification  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  present  discussion.  For  the  reasons  given  in  my  dispatch 
No.  465,  already  referred  to,  I  thought  it  inexpedient  at  that  late  mo- 
ment to  reopen  the  subject.  My  intendou  then  wa«  to  postpone  it  until 
the  final  answer  should  be  made  to  the  remonstrances  against  the 
departure  of  the  iron-dads.  But  when  that  moment  arrived,  which  was 
on  the  reception  of  Lord  Russell's  note  of  the  1st  of  September,  I  felt  so 
feiwful  that  the  declaration  of  that  intention  would  close  all  further  pos- 
sibility of  preseiving  the  peace  between  the  two  countries,  that  I  pre- 
ferred to  take  the  other  course  indicated  in  my  reply  of  the  5th,  which 
was,  while  intimating  the  strong  character  of  my  instructions,  to  pro- 
pose to  await  new  ones  adapted  to  the  precise  emergency  rather  than  to 
declare  them.  As  matters  actually  turned,  this  proceeding  seems  to 
have  been  fortunate:  for  while  the  general  statement  in  my  note  left 
on  this  government  the  impression  that  war  might  be  the  alternative  in 
contemplatioo,  the  language  took  no  such  specifie  shape  as  to  compel  it 
to  resent  it  as  a  threat.  Even  as  it  was,  however,  you  may  reooUeet 
that  I  have  expressed  to  you  my  regret  at  the  circumstance  that  my 
note  had  passed  out  of  my  bands  so  immediately  before  I  received  Lord 
Russell's  note  of  the  4th,  which  was  then  on  its  way  from  the  Foreign 
Office,  and  which  prefigured  a  more  auspicious  termination  of  the  dis- 
pute. 

I  have  gone  into  this,  perhaps  needless,  e;ipositioa  of  the  ciroom- 
Btances  attending  this  aSair,  not  because  I  feel  that  it  does  me  any  par- 
ticular iiyury  here.  On  the  contrary,  the  effect  is  to  raise  my  action  in 
the  British  estimation  rather  more  than  it  deserves,  or  I  altogether  relish. 
Nothing  is  more  unsafe  to  a  diplomatic  agent  than  an  approach  to  a 
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(aisB  position  between  two  goTemments.  Had  this  risk  been  brongbt 
npon  me  by  any  proceedings  on  this  side,  I  should  feel  anxious  to  do 
something  at  once  to  restore  matters  to  a  proper  footing.  As  it  is,  the 
accident  has  happened  by  reason  of  the  parti^  authorized  publication 
of  the  facts  in  America.  I  trust  that  therej  at  least,  no  unworthy  infer- 
ences from  the  language  held  here  may  gain  currency  trom  the  absence 
of  explanations  on  this  side  of  the  water. 

One  incidental  good  eflect  of  this  outburst  in  Parliament  is,  that  the 
ministers,  having  been  attacked  uiton  a  iwint  upon  which  they  are  able 
to  make  a  clear  and  eonclasive  reply,  are,  to  a  great  extent,  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  defending  themselves  on  other  matters.'  In  com- 
parison these  appear  trifling.  The  growing  complications  in  Germany 
divert  attention  from  them  more  and  more.  It  is  now  left  scarcely 
doabtfUl  that  the  disintegration  of  Denmark  is  the  cardinal  point  of  the 
policy  of  the  great  powers.  Even  if  successfrd,  it  is  impossible  that  this 
can  be  gained  without  a  severe  shock  to  the  flitore  relations  of  the  gov- 
emmentA  of  Europe.  Hence  it  is  that  new  views  may  be  taken  here  of 
the  proper  conduct  towards  America. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WiLLi^  H.  SbwABD, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  above  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  2$.  For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  667,  Jul; 
29, 1863,  see  sabdirision  "  Case  of  the  Lairds'  Iron-dads,''  post.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  SB&.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Washington,  March  2, 1864. 
Snt:  Tour  dispatch  of  Febrnar;  11  (No.  595)  has  been  received, 
tt^ther  with  reports  of  the  debates  which  have  been  held  in  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  condition  of  our  relations  towards  Great  Britain. 

On  the  11th  of  J^ly  last  the  information  which  was  before  this  depart- 
ffleut  seemed  to  oblige  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  take  into 
immediate  consideration  a  probable  failure  of  idl  its  friendly  appeals  to 
her  Majesty's  government  against  suffering  a  deeply  concerted  and 
rapidly  preparing  naval  war  to  be  waged  against  the  United  States 
from  British  ports  in  Europe  and  America,  by  British  subjects  in  Brit- 
ish btdlt  and  armed  vessels.  Events  which  have  transpired  since  that 
time,  such  as  the  intended  invasion  of  Johnson's  Island  from  Canada, 
the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  escape  of  the  Rappahannock,  the  enlist- 
ment of  seamen  and  sailors,  the  persistent  proceedings  in  constmctioa 
of  Laird's  rams  under  false  pretenses  of  foreigu  ownership,  and  especially 
the  report  of  MaUory,  the  pretended  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the  insor- 
gents,  have  proved  that  the  crisis  apprehended  in  Jnly  was  not  over- 
estimated,  nor  too  soon  anticipated  by  this  department.  The  ^vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  took  the  subject  into  consideration  with  nil 
the  serioosness  and  anxiety  that  eouid  not  fail  to  be  awakened  by  the 
seeming  approach  of  a  naval  condict  with  Great  Britain  in  aggravation 
of  oar  existing  civil  war. 

The  result  of  this  deliberation  was  set  down  in  the  dispatch  which  I 
lud  the  honor  to  address  to  you  oa  the  day  before  mentioned.    That 


302  ENTORCEMBHT  OF  NEUTBALITT. 

dispatch  was  addressed  to  yon  becaose  the  interests  of  the  government 
and  people  of  the  United  States  seemed  to  require  that,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States,  charged  with  conduct  of  thi'ir  corre8[M)nd- 
ence  with  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  you  t^bould  be  fully  informed 
of  the  views  which  had  been  adopted  by  your  own  government.  At  the 
eame  time,  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  which  you  are  not  si>ecially 
directed  to  submit  our  instructions  to  her  Majesty's  government,  it  was 
left  to  your  own  discretion  to  make  so  much  or  so  little  use  of  the  knowl- 
edge thus  imparted  to  you  of  the  views  of  this  govemmeut  a^  you  should 
deem  expedient^  and  to  use  it  in  such  manner  and  at  such  time  aa  should 
seem  to  you  best  calculated  to  avert  tbe  evils  apprehended. 

Nevertheless,  in  communicating  those  views  to  you  I  scrupulously 
took  pains  equally  to  lejive  no  ground  for  misapprehension  of  their 
directness,  and  to  avoid  expressing  myself  in  any  way  that  could  offend 
the  dignity  or  wound  the  sensibility  of  the  British  government  or  the 
British  people. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  re(i:iaeB  the  President  from 
time  to  time  to  give  to  Congress  information  concerning  the  state  of 
the  Union.  In  the  begiuuing  of  our  government  a  practice  obtained 
according  to  which  the  President  communicatetl  this  information,  on  the 
assembling  of  Congress,  in  a  full  and  comprehensive  aiuiual  speech  or 
message,  to  which  are  appended  all  the  important  repcfrts  and  docu- 
ments which  have  been  placed  by  tbe  heads  of  departments  before  the 
President  as  the  sources  and  evidences  of  the  information  to  be  by  bim 
submitted  to  Congress.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  interest 
of  Congress  and  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  tbe  transactions  of 
the  executive  depart.meut,  always  earnest,  became  intensified  with  the 
breaking  out  of  the  ci\'il  war.  Our  foreign  ail'airs  have,  even  since  the 
■war  began,  been  a  subject  of  anxietj'  as  deep  as  that  which  is  felt  in 
regard  to  military  and  naval  eventa.  Tbe  government  continually 
depends  upon  the  support  of  Congress  and  the  people,  and  that  siipjiort 
can  be  expected  only  on  tbe  condition  of  keeping  them  thoroughly  and 
bnithfttily  iutbrmcd  of  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  derived  from 
them  are  executed.  Mutual  confidence  in  the  people  and  the  govern- 
ment is  a  condition  of  our  national  life. 

It  has  seemed  to  the  President  more  satisfactory  and  more  in  harmony 
with  our  vigilance  to  give  to  Congress  the  information  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution,  with  all  possible  fufluess,  at  the  beginning  of  each  meeting 
of  Congress,  rather  than  to  await  their  special  calls  for  it  in  i>ai-ticular 
cases,  as  is  generally  done  in  constitutional  governments  when  tbe  exe- 
tjutive  or  its  ministers  hold  seats  in  tbe  legislature. 

Congress  and  the  country,  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  present  session,  bad 
a  right  to  be  put  fully  in  possession  of  a  complete  history  of  contUcting 
claims  which  had  arisen  between  tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
subsequently  to  the  last  precetliug  annual  exposition  wbiob  had  been 
submittod  by  the  President.  They  had  the  same  right  to  see  my  dis- 
patch to  you  of  the  llth  of  July,  1S63,  that  they  had  to  see  any  other 
portions  of  the  executive  correspondence  concerning  foreign  affairs. 
This  history  would  be  incomplete  without  that  account.  It  was  the 
President's  duty  to  communicate  it,  unl^s  special  reasons  of  a  public 
nature  existed  for  withholding  it.  Only  two  such  special  reasons  could, 
be  allowed,  namely:  one,  that  the  publication  would  be  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests  by  affecting  a  friendly  negotiation  on  an  excit- 
ing question.  But  the  question  which  had  called  out  this  dispatch  had 
b<^  for  a  time  put  at  rest,  and  mutually  satisfactory  explanatioss 
between  the  two  governments  had  been  rendered.    The'  other  reason 
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¥18,  that  the  pablicatioD  might  give  offense  to  Great  Britain.  But  the  ' 
document  was  a  eominuDicatioQ  &oni  this  goveniiuent  not  to  tier  M^- 
estf's  government,  l)ut  to  its  own  agent.  The  paper  wa«  believed  to  be 
as  Mepectful  to  the  British  government  as  it  manifestly  was  earnest  and 
fflDcere.  On  the  other  hand,  to  witlihold  so  importout  a  portion  of  the 
eiecative  con-espoiidence  would  have  seemed  to  imply  a  confession  that 
il  was  improper  in  itself,  wliile  t«  practice  reserve  on  so  great  a  iiuestion 
wonld  be  liable  to  be  deemed  au  abn^^e  of  the  confidence  which  Congress 
and  the  people  had  so  freely  reposed  in  the  government. 

The  President  now  learns  with  regret  that  British  statesmen,  whose 
opiniims  he  would  be  the  last  to  undervalue,  have  declared  that  in  their 
jodgtuent  portions  of  that  communication  are  disrespectful  aud  men- 
acing toward  her  Majesty's  government- 
Comity  is  not  only  a  proper  but  even  an  indispensable  element  in 
diplomatic  intercourse.  A  just  and  enlighted  government  may  readily 
admit,  without  any  8acrifi<ie  of  its  own  self  respect,  that  every  other 
gnvemraent  is  eutitled  to  judge  for  itself  what  expressions  oceun'ing  in 
its  needful  intercourse  with  foreign  states  are  exceptionable. 

You  are,  therefore,  authorized  to  say  to  Earl  Bussell  that  nothing  ' 
nmacing  or  disrespectful  was  intended  by  any  expression  in  tbe  dis- 
patch before  referred  to,  and  that  the  paper  is  now  freely  referred  by 
the  President  -to  Earl  Eussell's  own  criticism,  with  the  request  that 
whatever  expressions  contained  in  it  he  shall  consider  exceptionable  be 
deemed  to  be  hereby  withdrawn,  with  regret  on  the  part  of  this  govern- 
ment that  those  expressions,  although  inadvertently,  had  been  incorpo- 
rated in  a  paper  the  object  of  which  was  not  to  offend,  but  to  remove 
oat  of  the  way  a  stumbling  block  of  national  offense ;  not  to  provoke 
war,  but  to  secure  peace  and  restore  harmony  between  Great  Britain 
sutd  the  United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chaeles  Pbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &c.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  860.]  Dbpaetment  op  State,  ' 

Wfuhittiiton,  March  2,  1864. 
Sir:  I  recor  to  your  dispatch  No.  695.  There  is  neither  any  occasioa 
nor  dis|M>Hition  hero  to  question  the  wisdom  or  propriety  of  your  pro- 
oeediDgs  in  regard  to  my  dispatch  of  July  H.  Events  justified  your 
sagacity  in  reserving  it.  On  the  other  hand,  no  considerations  which 
uow  occur  to  lue  could  have  excused  this  department  for  withholding 
tbe  instruction  from  Congress  and  the  public. 
I  tun,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
CnARi.ES  Fkakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  «fec.,  <Stc.,  t&c. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  619.1  Legahon  op  the  United  States, 

Loudon,  March  1 7,  186J. 
Sat:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copiesof  the  Timen  of  the  ICth  and 
lUth  instant,  containing  a  report  of  titte  proceedings  in  the  Hpose  of 
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Lords  on  the  fq>peal  in  tbe  Alexandra  case.    The  decision  will  be  given 
on  an  early  day  after  the  faster' receas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant^ 

CHAELE8  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  Wqxiam  H.  Sbwabd, 

Seeretary  of  State. 

[For  official  report  of  jndgment,  Sue,  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  15.J 

3ir.  ASams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  641.J  Legatiom  op  the  Uhited  States, 

LonAon,  April  7, 1864. 

Sis  :  I  had  a  conference  with  Lord  Kussell  on  Saturday  last.  Not 
deeming  it  advisable  to  epend  much  time  in  going  over  the  ground 
already  so  often  covered,  I  contented  myself  with  reading  to  him  the 
whole  of  your  dispatches.  No.  859,  of  the  2d,  and  No.  871,  of  the  11th  of 
March. 

His  lordship  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  fresh  reply  to  make  to 
the  reasoning.  He  contented  himself  with  disclaiming  the  inference  iu 
your  papers  that  the  government  had  assumed  the  position  that  it  could 
do  no  more.  The  object  it  had  had  in  view  all  the  time  had  been  to 
know  what  was  tbe  extent  of  its  powers  under  the  enlistment  law,  so 
that  it  might  shape  its  subsequent  measures  accordingly.  This  it  had 
attempted  te  gain  by  means  of  the  prosecution  of  the  Alexaudra  case. 
He  did  not  attempt  to  disguise  bis  disappointment  at  the  issue  of  that 
experiment.  He  was  not  himself  a  lawyer,  and  therefore  did  not  pretend 
to  decide  upon  the  correctness  of  the  proceeding.  All  he  could  say  was 
that  the  result  seemed  to  him  extraoi-dinary.  He  caught  at  an  expres- 
sion used  in  one  of  your  dispatches,  "  of  the  uncertainty  and  caprice  in- 
cident everywhere  to  the  civil  mlministratiou  of  justice,"  and  rei>eated  it 
as  if  not  a  little  imjwi'ssed  with  its  force.  He  did  nut  betray  auy  knowl- 
edge of  what  the  final  decision  on  the  ap))eal  iu  the  House  of  Lords  was 
to  he,  although  from  my  present  point  of  view,  since  the  decision  has 
been  declared,  I  can  see  that  he  foresaw  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
fPor  dispateh  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  S71,  March  11, 
1864,  see  Vol.  I,  p.  357.J 

Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  S&eard, 

[BztrMt.] 

No.  651.J  Leoatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8, 1864. 
SiB:  As  Mr.  Evarts  does  not  appear  yet  to  have  returned  from  bis 
visit  to  Eome,  I  traosmit  a  report,  in  Ute  Times  of  yesterday,  of  the 
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1  of  the  Honse  of  Lords  on  the  appeal  in  the  caw  of  the  Alezaa- 
dn.  It  appeors  that  here,  as  in  the  courts  below,  there  was  a  difference 
of  oinnion.  The  case  has  thas,  after  paeaing  tiirongh  the  ordeal  of  all 
tlie  coorte,  been  Tirtoally  decided  by  Chief  Baron  Pollock's  summarT' 
instmetioiis  to  the  jury  on  the  first  hearing,  understood  by  them  in  a 
different  aense  from  that  which  be  claims  to  be  the  true  one.  All  the 
rest  baa  been  a  mere  contest  about  forms.  The  government  has  been 
completely  baffled  in  ita  honest  endeavor  to  obtain  a  legal  base  of  action 
against  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom,  and  Is 
thrown  back  upon  the  task  of  commencing  the  work  all  over  again. 
There  never  was  such  a  comedy  performed  on  a  grave  subject  in  the 
whole  history  of  law.  • 

The  feeling  of  the  profession  seems,  on  the  whole,  to  be  one  of  mortifica- 
tion at  this  spectacle  of  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  national  tribunals 
to  administer  ^stice.  The  English  are  indifferent  to  rei)roach,  but  they 
sensibly  feel  ridicule.  Proudly  as  they  boast  of  the  perfection  of  their 
domestic  institutions,  it  is  with  no  little  regret  that  they«open  their  eyes 
only  to  perceive  so  glaring  an  instance  of  their  defects.  The  ikct  that  it 
has  happened  in  a  case  relating  to  the  United  States  occasions  little 
regret  beyond  the  sense  that  it  lays  them  open  to  strictures  from  that 
quarter,  not  the  more  agreeable  because  they  are  felt  to  be  deserved. 
•  ■  •  •  •  Practically  the  decision,  added  to  the  delay  caused  by 
the  long  continoance  of  the  litigation,  has  deprived  the  liberation  of  the 
Alexandra  of  its  importance.  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  equivalent  to 
permission  to  cury  on  similar  outfits  unrestrainedly  for  the  future.  The 
government  has  gained  rather  than  lost  power  in  the  straggle.  The 
popular  sense  has  risen  to  an  admission  of  a  necessity  to  apply  some\ 
check  to  notorious  abuses  of  neutrality.  The  pretimimiry  action  of  the 
court  of  Scotland  has  deterred  the  builders  from  prosecuting  their  under- 
takings at  Glasgow.  The  position  of  the  Messrs.  Laird  has  not  been 
stren^hened  for  the  coming  defense  of  the  iron-clads.  Whenever  their 
ease  shall  come  up  in  the  courts,  it  will  be  pretty  sure  to  be  tried  on  its 
merits,  by  a  judge  or  judges  from  whom  caprices  will  not  be  again  toler- 
ated. I  feel,  therefore,  pretty  confident  that  a  bridle  has  been  placed 
on  the  rebel  operations  in  this  kingdom,  which  will  prevent  any  repeti- 
tion of  experiments  on  so  grand  a  scale.  As  it  is,  yon  will  observe  that 
the  rebel  cruisers  are  Quietly  ceasing  to  put  into  British  porta  for  repairs 
or  for  supplies — of  late  they  go  to  France  in  preference.  How  long  that 
country  wilt  continue  to  give  them  a  shelter  I  have  no  means  to  judge. 
Their  advent  gives  so  mach  trouble  that  it  is  scarcely  likely  they  will 
continue  much  longer  to  be  welcome  anywhere.  •  •  •  •  • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHABLBS  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WlLLUH  H.  Sewabd, 

Seoretary  of  Stai«. 

[For  official  report  of  judgment,  &c,  see  Parliamentary  and  Jadidal 
Appendix,  Ka  15.] 

Mr.  DtuUey  to  Mr.  Seaard. 
[Extract.] 
No.  368.]  United  States  Conbtt^ate, 

Uvet^ooli  ApHl  27,  ISM. 
Sib  :  The  gnnboat  Alexandra  ma  famally  banded  over  to  the  attor- 
neja  of  t^e  claimants  by  the  collector  of  ^e  customs  yesterday.    So 
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she  is  now  in  tbeir  possession,  to  be  fitted  oat  for  ber  oniise.  I  am  not 
advised  as  to  what  they  intend  to  do  with  her.  Yon  recollect  she  was 
to  have  had  three  pivot  guns  and  gone  out  aa  a  privateer  in  cnmmaDd 
of  Lieutenant  John  B.  Hamilton,  of  South  CaroUna.  Mr.  Hamilton  is 
now  in  Liverpool,  and  it  is  qoite  likely  they  may  carry  ont  their  origi- 
nal intentions.    I  shall  keep  a  watch  upon  her  and  report  to  Mr. 


I  have  ih6  honor  to  be,  air,  very  reapectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
TTon.  William  H.  Bxwasd, 

•  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seaard. 


Ko.  671.1  LEaATioN  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28, 1864.    , 
am:  •  •  •  •  "  • 

The  Alexandra  has  been  restored  to  the  nominal  owners.  It  is  stated 
tiutt  she  will  be  immediately  fitted  for  sea.  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, in  case  he  discovers  any  proof  of  armament,  to  let  me  know  at  once, 
BO  that  I  may  bring  the  case  up  once  more.  My  impression  is  that  she 
mil  be  sent  elsewhere  for  that  purpose. 

•  •««••■•• 

X  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  U.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Ezlraet.] 

No.  308.]  United  States  Consulate, 

lAverpool,  July  6,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  was  told  last  week  that  the  govonment  were  makiog  some 
tiNiuble  about  the  sailing  of  the  gonboat  Alexandra.    At  the  time  t  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  it,  but  am  now  disposed  to  think  there 
was  something  in  it,  for  I  have  juat  learned  that  they  have  taken  down 
(dl  the  cabins  and  fixings  inside,  and  placed  *  hatchway  in  the  deck 
where  the  skylight  was,  and  are  putting  up  hoi&es  on  the  deck.    Now 
this  may  all  be  done  for  a  blind,  but  it  certainly  looks  as  if  they,  either 
from  choice  or  compnlsion,  had  been  fOTced  to  make  these- alterations  to 
get  her  oat. 
I  can  learn  nothing  of  her  destination  or  porpose. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  ear,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLBTY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Sceretcuy  of  State. 
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ifr.  IhuUey  to  Mr.  Seward. 
lEitxaof] 

So.  311.]  .  TTwiTED  States  Consttlatb, 

Liverpool,  July  9, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  inclose  yon  three  photographs  of  the  ganboat  Alexandra.  *  * 
*  •  •  The  houses  on  tiie  deck  are,  I  am  told,  temporary  Btructures, 
and  put  up  in  aach  way  that  tbey  can  easily  be  removed.  She  is  now 
teady  for  sea.  The  erection  of  these  houses  and  iak4ng  out  the  interior 
iiUingB  has  delayed  her  completion  for  some  weeks  longer  than  was  ex- 
pected. Her  present  finish  would  indicate  a  blockade  runner,  and  lam 
inclined  to  believe  they  will  send  her  out  ttom  here  to  Bermuda  or  Kas- 
san  as  such ;  after  they  get  her  there,  they  can  clear  her  decks  in  s  day, 
and  very  soon  prepare  her  for  a  privateer. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  Staie, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

Liverpool  Consitlaix, 
On  the  Steamer  Scotia,  at  Sea,  July  26, 18W. 
Bib:  •••••. 

When  we  sailed  fhim  Liverpool  on  Saturday  aftemooD,  the  16th  Instant, 
about  five  o'clock,  the  steamer  Alexandra  had  her  steam  up  and  was 
moving  out  of  the  river.  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  she  had  cleared  and 
was  then  on  her  way  to  Ufassau  or  some  southern  port.  I  have  men- 
tioned in  previous  dispatohes  that  the  houses  erected  on  the  deck  of  this 
vessel,  and  which  indicate  her  as  a  blockade  runner,  are  mere  temporary 
strncturea,  and  can  be  removed  at  any  time.  You  will  recollect  that  the 
guns  originally  intended  for  this  steamer,  with  others,  were  recently  ship- 
ped for  Nassau  on  the  schooner  Oampage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sevard  to  Mr.  Burnley. 

Depaetment  of  State, 

Waghington,  September  13, 1864. 
SiB:  This  department  has  been  informed  that  the  steamer  Uary, 
which  fonaeiiy,  under  the  name  of  the  Alexandra,  was  charged  in  the 
Britisb  omrte  with  having  been  built  for  the  naval  service  of  the  insnr- 
geuta,  has  arrived  at  Halifax  for  the  sappoacd  porpowof  there  being 
umeo  and  equipped  Cor  that  a — '"- 
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It  is  consequently  engsested  that  ^on  commaniDate  witii  the  gavema 
of  Nova  Scotia,  iu  order  that  the  bostile  designs  of  tiiat  vessel  against  tb& 
United  States  and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  e£feot  firom 
any  port  within  bis  jurisdiction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  t>e,  with  high  consideration,  sir,  yonr  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

J.  HuuE  BUBNLEY,  Esq.,  dx.,  <£<?.,  <£& 


Mr.  Bumleii  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Washington,  October  9, 1864. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  yonr  note  of  the  13th  ultimo,  relative  to  th» 
steamer  Mary,  and  her  sapposed  connection  with  the  soathem  insur- 
gents, I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  which  I  have  re- 
ceivetl  on  this  subject  from  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.  HUME  BUBNLBT. 
Hon.  WiLLUH  H.  Seward,  «£c.,  «£c.,  die. 


Zieutenant  OoEcrnor  Macdonnell  to  Mr.  Bwntley. 

Government  House, 
Hali/iiic,  Nova  ISootia,  September  30, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  th© 
13th  instant,  which  did  not  reach  me  till  the  28th  instant  Yoor  letter 
incloses  a  communication  from  Mr,  Seward,  representing  that  the  Mary, 
formerly  the  Alexandra,  has  arrived  at  Hallux  for  the  supposed  pur- 
pose of  being  armed  and  equipped  for  the  confederate  service. 

Mr.  Seward,  tlierefore,  suggests  that  you  should  communicate  with 
me,  in  order  that  the  hostile  designs  of  that  vessel  against  the  United 
States  and  their  shipping  may  not  be  carried  into  effect  firom  any  port 
within  my  jnrisdictiuu. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  in  future,  as  heretofore,  my  most  stren- 
nons  exertions  shall  be  directed  to  maintaining  within  the  neutral  waters 
of  this  portion  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  the  strictest  observance  of 
those  orders  which  have  been  issued  for  my  guidance  in  reference  to 
belligerent  cruisers,  whether  federal  or  confederate. 

I  cannot,  however,  interfere  with  any  vessel  British  owned^  in  a 
British  harbor,  on  mere  suspicion ;  nevertheless,  I  have  so  decided  a 
determination  to  prevent  any  abuse  of  the  accommodation  afforded  by 
this  port  to  any  party,  that  I  have  instituted  inquiry,  for  my  own  satia- 
faction,  into  the  rumored  destination  of  the  Mary.  I  have  even  directed 
that  the  Mary  shall  be  watched,  and  am  psepared  to  interfere,  if  any 
illegal  equipment  of  that  vessel,  for  warlike  purposes,  t>e  attempted  in 
this  province. 

At  the  same  time  yon  may  inform  Mr.  Seward  that  the  result  of  my' 
inqniiles  hitherto  leads  me  to  suppose  that  the  Mary,  although  originally 
atzoni^y  built,  and  apparently  intended  for  warlike  purposes,  is  now 
lying  here  an  embarrassment  to  her  owners,  nnsalable  aJid  aii8ervioe> 


'the  ALEXillDBA.  3U9 

Mde,  ettiiM*  as  ui  ordlnaiy  mercbiuitmEui  or  a  cmiser.    Her  speed  niuler 
StBam  does  not  exceed  foor  and  a  half  knote,  aud  I  believe  ehe  is  considered 
a  bflnre,  wliatever  may  have  been  her  original  destination.    Therefore 
BO  difficulty  is  Ukety  to  arise  in  her  case.         ■ 
I  have,  Ac,  &o., 

E.  G.  MACDON5ELL, 

LisHimant  Qovemor,  ific.,  <fcc. 
X  Huim  BOBHunr,  Esq.,  «£«.,  die.,  dk). 


■    Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  BunUey, 

Depabtkeht  of  State, 

WaskirtgUm,  October  20, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the 
9th  instant,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  dispateh  of  the  30th  of 
6eptember,3<ldrea8ed  to  yon  by  the  lieutenant  governor  of  Kova  ScoUa, 
relative  to  the  steamer  Mary  and  her  supposed  connection  with  the 
inrai^ents,  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  commuuicatioD  of  the  13tli 
oltamo.  In  reply^  I  have  the  liouor  to  state  that  the  action  of  his  excel- 
lency in  the  premises  is  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  is  justly  appre- 
ciated by  this  goverantent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  ctmsideration,  sir*  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WILUAM  H.  SEWAItD. 
J.  Huvs  BuBNLEY,  EsQ.,  &e.,  &e.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Burnley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

WjIshikotok,  December  28, 18W. 

Bib,  :  With  reference  to  yonr  note  of  the  20th  of  October  relative  to 
the  British  steamer  Mary,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  and  her  supposed 
CQnnectioD  with  the  so-calted  confederate  govemmeut,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  and  of  its  iaclosnres, 
from  the  governor  of  Mew  Providence,  stating  that  he  has  ordered  the 
seizure  of  the  steamer  Mary  for  violation  of  the  7th  clause  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

J.   HUME   BURNLEY. 

Bon.  WiLLUH  H.  Sewabd,  i£«.,  Ac,  <&c. 


Governor  Baiemm  to  Mr.  BwnHeg. 

GOTSBHlfEnT  HODBB, 

JTaMOtt,  DKeaier  15, 1864. 

fia :  I  tab«  the  earliest  opportonity  of  informing  yon  that  on  the  ISth 

instant  the  British  steamer  Maiy,  formerly  the  Alexandra  ram,  waa 

fletaMi  tA  (his  port,  by  ray  oidera,  for  a  vit^tion  of  the  TOt  ^uue  of  tlie 

toeicn MlMnent act.  i    C.(Kl«^k' 


310  ENFOBOBHBKT  OF  HBUTBALTTT. 

Befoie  my  arrival  here,  on  the  9th  tostoot,  the  Uaited  BW»  conil 
bad  called  thb.  attention  of  this  goremment  to  the  exiatenoe  of  gnns  md 
monitions  of  war  on  board  of  thu  reasel,  which  had  lately  readied  this 
harbor.  A  search  was  Qi'ade,  and  nothing  was  foood  bot  a  12-poiii^ 
gon,  and  a  case  supposed  to  contain  shell.  Upon  this,  the  hentenant 
governor,  acting  upon  the  advice  of  the  attorney  general,  infonned  the 
consul  that  there  was  not  sufficient  ground  for  detaining  the  vesitd 
after  this  gun  and  case  were  landed,  which  their  agents  professed  liuir 
willingness  to  do.         . 

The  consul  had  at  first  supposed  this  search  to  have  been  a  eeimn. 
and  be  was  much  disappointed  at  this  last  commnnication,  and  proteatM 
urgently  against  it.  The  attorney  general  saw  him  personally,  and  «aa 
not  satisfied  with  the  proofs  offered;  and  finally  he  was  informed  tbat 
the  government  coold  not  proceed  opon  confidential  commnoictttiniB 
made  to  him  by  persons  who  could  not  be  produced  in  court  to  support 
a  prosecution.    This  was  the  state  of  the  case  when  I  arrived. 

I  mention  what  occnrred  with  the  consul  in  order  that  you  may  be 
cognizant  of  it,  in  the  event  of  the  American  goveniment  adverting  to  it 
in  any  communication  which  it  may  matte  to  you. 

TTpon  examining  the  correspondence  and  making  inqniiy  of  the  ofBoer 
who  searched  the  vessel^  I  found  that  there  were  snspicions  facts  bearii^ 
apoji  the  case  which  did  not  appear  in  the  papers,  and  that  certain 
packages  which  were  shipped  at  Bermuda  had  not  been  opened,  nor 
were  Uieir  contents  known.  I  therefore  directed  that  they  should  be 
landed  and  opened.  The  resnlt  is  shown  in  inclosure  So.  1,  whi^ 
among  other  things,  proves  the  continued  connection  of  the  Mary  iriQi 
the  iu-.  Hamilton,  an  ofBccr  of  the  Confederate  States,  whose  name  vm 
brought  forward  by  the  attorney  general  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial  to 
Sugland,  aa  one  of  the  proofs  against  the  parties  who  owned  the  Alei- 
andra. 

Upon  the  discovery  of  this  further  evidence,  and  receiving  the  opinion 
of  the  attorney  general,  I  ordered  the  vessel  to  be  seized,  and  she  is  no» 
in  charge  of  the  customs,  moored  opposite  the  ordnance  wharf  for  pro- 
tection. The  attorney  general  will  commence  legal  proceedings  without 
delay,  and  J  have  received  a  letter  ttom  the  United  States  consul  thank- 
ing-me  for  my  proceedings  in  this  case. 
I  am,  &C.,  &c., 

EAWSON  A.  RAWSON,  Gownur. 

J.  HtTHE  BuBHLET,  Esq.,  (6c.,  t&C.,  (fee. 


Jfr.  Dumaresq  to  Oovemor  Rawson. 

Recbivbb  Obnebai,'s  Oppiob, 

DeceTtiber  13, 18G4— 1  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  for  your  excellency's  infonnation  that 
this  morning,  immediately  on  the  landing  of  the  cargo  ex.  Mary,  late 
Alexandra,  I  directed  all  the  .packages  to  be  opened  in  my  presence, 
and  found  the  marks,  nuinbers,  and  contents  of  each  to  be  as  follows: 

P.  H.  One  cask  containing  sombbing  brushes,  tin  cans,  &c. 

i.  R.  i.  Two  cases  contaiuiug  iron  hammock  racks. 

J.  B.  3.  One  case  containing  iron  hammook  racks  and  handles' f)v 
■screws  of  side  lights.  ■    ^ 

O.  C.  1.  One  case  containing  a  gun  and  c^riage,  with  ajipniiteBaRMS 
complete,  designed  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Prestop  Sf  Cft,  of  lAvwpuA 
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vitb  flat  iron  tray  or  slide  for  tbfti  gear  and  body  of  carriage  to  traTerae 
on.    (This  gan.  Ib  the  Bubject  of  a  former  report) 

O.  C  2.  Oae  case  eoutaimng  shelL 

O.  0.  3.  Ooe  case  of  grape-sliot. 

J.  B.  H.  3.  One  case  contaiiiiDg  six  trap  wheels,  aboat.siz  inches  in 
diameter,  apparently  bandies  such  as  are  used  for  irorking  the  BCteT  of 
a  gnn. 

J.  B.  H.  J.  Two  cases  of  stationeiy. 

H.  H.  2.  One  case  containing  confederate  d^B,  brig,  ship,  and  boat 
wtsigns  and  pendants,  log  lines,  bolts  of  canvas,  && 

S.  D.  H.  2.  One  case  of  drugs,  lint,  &c. 

J.  B.  H.  One  case  (partially  examined)  of  private  effects,  oODanjsting 
of  military  and  naval  books  in  relation  to  the  confederate  service,  birr- 
ing the  name  of  Hamilton  on  the  fiy  leaves,  forty-eight  packages  pf 
tooruiquets,  one  blank  confederate  commission,  charts,  a  case  of  surgical 
instrameuts,  &c.,  one  bundle  of  hammockB — about  sixty ;  ^bo  two  small 
iron  carronades  and  carriages,  belonging  to  ship. 

With  referencoB  to  the  cases  marked  J.  R.  1  to  3, 1  have  respectfolly 
to  state  that  the  hammock  racks  are  all  of  a  size,  and  that  I  have  had 
one  of  them  placed  in  the  staples  on  the  bulwarks  of  the  Maiy,  which  it 
exactly  fits. 

It  is  my  dnty  f^irther  to  add  that,  since  the  date  of  my  last  report  of 
the  7th  instant,  four  new  berths  have  been  completed  in  the  ^ter-faold, 
irhere  the  gun  and  carriage  above  referred  to  were  found,  and  sixteen  * 
additional  ones  in  the  forecastle,  so  that,  independent  of  the  after-dei^ 
•berth  for  the  officers  of  the  ship,  she  has  now  thirty-two  berths  for  sea- 
men, besides  the  sixty  hammocks. 

I  have,  &c.,  &c.,  J.  A.  DUUABESQ, 

Beoeiver  Oeneral. 

His  Excellency  Qovemor  Bawson. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  BunUeg. 

Dbpabtheht  op  State, 

Was^n^on,  December  31, 1864. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  oommuQi- 
cation  of  the  28th  instant,  informing  me  of  the  seizure  of  the  steamer 
Mnry,  by  the  authorities  at  New  Providence,  for  a  violation  of  the  fw- 
eign  enUntment  act  of  Great  Britain;  and,  in  reply,  to  acquaint  yon 
tl^t  I  have  also  been  advised  of  the  fact  by  the  consul  of  the  United 
States  at  Kassan,  and  have  authorized  Mr.  Adams  to  express  satisl^o- 
tion  to  her  Majesty's  government,  on  the  part  of  that  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  prompt  action  which  has  been  adopted  in  this  case.  It 
is  hoped  that  it  may  be  a  beginning  of  snccesseS  in  arresting  piratical 
operations  injurious  to  both  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8BWABD. 

J.  HXTME^BUENLEY,  Esq.,  (fee,  (tc,  dc. 


,X^oog\c- ' 


S12  vsvoBomaan  or  iirutraijtt. 

Mr.  Bumley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Sm:  With  reference  to  my  note  of  the  28th  December  last,  mforming 

So  that  the  Mary  had  been  seized  in  the  port  of  Xaasau,  by  orders  is 
e  Uentenant  governor,  for  an  infringement  of  the  British  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  dispatch  whick  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Rswson,  acqaainting  me  vlth  the  action  taken 
vith  regard  to  the  solicitor  general  of  this  colony,  who  it  appears  bad 
been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defendants  in  the  matter. 

The  coiu-se  pursued  by  the  lieutenant  governor  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  an  eminently  wise  and  seitsible  one,  as  showing  a  proper  ap- 
preciation as  to  how  English  law  should  be  administered,  oonpled  with 
a  fHendliness  of  expression  towards  the  govemmrat  of  this  conutty 
irhioh  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  commnnicate  to  yon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  the  higliest  consideration,  sir,  yonrnoit 
obedient,  humble  servant,  ^^ 

J.  HUME  BU^KLET, 

Hod.  WnxxAU  H.  Sewaxd,  Oc.,  die.,  Ac. 


Oovemor  Rawson  to  Mr.  BunHeg. 

OOTERNHEHT  HOUSH, 

Jfagaau,  January  14, 1865. 
SiK:  I  deem  it  advisable  that  you  should  be  made  acqoainted  witk 
the  fact  that,  in  consequence  of  my  having  become  aware  that  Mr.  Solic- 
itoi  General  Burnside  had  been  retained  and  was  acting  for  the  defend- 
ants in  the  matter  of  the  steamer  Mary,  seized  by  my  orders  in  tliii 
port,  of  which  you  have  already  received  notice,  I  immediately  requiied 
that  gentleman  to  resign  his  brief  or  his  office. 

2.  Mr.  Bumside  pleaded  his  right  to  act  agidnst  the  Crown,  under  a 
•  general  license  which  he  possesses  in  all  cases  in  which  the  attorney 

general  does  not  require  his  services.  But  I  informed  him  that  this  waa 
not  a  case  contemplated  in  his  general  license;  thatalthongfahisservicee 
were  not  required  to  assist  in  the  prosecation^t  was  not  fitting  that  he 
should  appear  against  the  Crown,  and  that  the  United  States  government, 
which  is  interested  in  the  due  enforcement  of  the  foreign  enliBtment  aot 
in  this  case,  would  learn  with  surprise,  and  might  complain  with  reaaon, 
that  while  one  law  officer  was  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  act  anotlMf 
vaa  engaged  in  opposition  to  him,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  oouvinee 
them  that  this  was  not  with  the  content  or  approval  of  this  govecn- 
ment.. 

3.  Mr.  Bornside,  in  consequenoe,  elected  to  redgn  his  office.     *    * 


Mr.  SBwari  to  Mr,  Bvn^. 

DEPABTKHarr  op  Stats,  • 

Waakington,  JtmuMj  31,  186S. 
Sb:  IltSTe  Om  honor  to  acknowledge  tfae  reoidpt  of  yonr  e 
oatkn  (rf  the  24th  iiutaat  in  icgaid  to  the  prooeedlnga  of  tlkelfa 


Suvuuur  of  Seimada  in  nqalriim  the  roajgnatioii  ef  the  sdiottor  genoal 
of  Siat  cfrfony,  or  that  he  ehoold  not  act  as  the  oonnsel  of  the  defeadaots 
!■  dw  o»e  (^  the  Mary,  seiaed  for  an  ^eged  viidation  of  the  Britifih 
An«ign  enliBtment  aoL 

Vba  <q>irlt  of  comity  mtmifeBted  b;  Mb  excellency,  uid  the  frigidly 
manner  in  which  yon  have  informed  me  of  his  condact,  have  affoided 
mb  mnch  gratiflcatioD. 

I  b^  yoa  to  convey  to  him  an  ezpreasion  of  the  high  appreciation 
mtert&ined  by  this  govwnment  of  hia  joet  regard  for  its  rights  and  for 
ita  good  irill  in  the  instance  adverted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor 
obediflQt  aervaot, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

J.  Htwk  Buxklkt,  Saq.,  i£o.,  ifio.,  da. 


Mr.  Beuard  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

Ka  1372.]  DBFABTMBnr  of  State, 

Washington,  Fei>ruary  18, 186S. 

SlB:Byadiepstchofthe21stnltimo,  from  Thomas  Kirkpatriok,esqnire 
our  consiol  at  Hassan,  infcMins  me  that  he  was  asked  by  a  government 
ofBoer  there  on  liiat  day  what  was  to  prevent  the  Mary,  late  the  Alex- 
andra, if  6iMidemned.and  sold,  being  bonght  by  the  parties  now  interested 
IB  her,  and  then  started  on  her  errand  of  destmction,  remarking,  at  the 
same  time,  that  they  would  of  course  tidie  her  away  tnao.  Nassau  as  a 
jaetended  merchantman. 

YoD  will  be  pleased  to  address  to  her  Majesty's  government  a  remon- 
Btrance  against  allowing  the  vessel  above  referred  to  to  leave  port, 
alUiOQgh  condemned  and  sold. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WUiLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

OEABI.SB  Fbuicis  Abahb,  Esq.,  ftc.,  «£c.,  dx. 

Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Beward^ 

K0.89T.] 

Snt:  Under  yonr  instructions,'  contained  in  No.  1272,  of  the  18th  Feb- 
ruary, I  addressed  to  Lord  Bnssell  a  note  on  the  7tb  instant.  A  copy  of 
it,  as  well  as  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment,  of  the  9th,  is  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  shr,  yonr  obedient  sor^ant, 

GHAKLES  FKANCia  ADAMS. 
H(m.  WuxiiH  H.  Sbwxbd, 

Seeretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Aimu  U  Sari  BtuaeO. 

lamxTiov  OF  thx  United  States, 

LotuUm,  Mmnh  T,  18C5. 
XT  IiO>D:  B7  ft  npwt  wuOa  by  the  oontal  at  Kasna  it  worifl 
«t9Mr  «hafc  ba  VM  iBAaaad  Iv  a  COVenuMnt  eAev  at  that  ]^«M  ^  ifea 
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^onitrility  tbat  the  Tessel  formerly  vtHi  kttown  em  ttie  Aletandrft,  Md 
now  as  the  Mary,  even  if  oondemaed  and  sold  at  that.port,  noder  jadi- 
clal  process,  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  mi^t  be  bbagfat  in  by  Ae 
sfune  parties  first  interested  in  lier,  and  started  again,  in  the  guise  of  a 
meTCfaantman,  on  her  original  erfAod  to  carry  on  war  ^^ainst  the  United 


I  am  instructed  by  my  government  to  make  to  your  lordship  a  repn- 
Beotation  touching  this  matter,  and  to  remonstrate  against  giving  per- 
mlasion  to  this  vessel  to  depart  from  Nassau  without  abundant  seouri^ 
that  she  is  not  to  be  used  for  the  hostile  purpose  indicated.  So  much  oi 
deception  and  fhtud  has  marked  the  previons  transactioDB  of  the  insnr- 
geat  agents  engaged  in  these  outfits  from  British  ports  that  no  auspioion 
of  any  of  their  ihture  operations  appears  to  be  unreasonable. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  aasurancea  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

0HABLE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Ea£L  Bttssbli,,  (£0.,  dx.,  &e. 


Barl  Bmtell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiaH  Ofpjob,  JfonA  d,  1805, 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  in  which  yon  represent  that  your  government  is  informed 
that  the  steamer  Mary,  late  Alexandra,  even  if  condemned  at  Ifaesan 
and  sold  under  judicial  process  for  a  violation  of  neutrality,  mrfybe 
bought  in  by  the  same. parties  first  interested  iit  her,  and  started  again 
in  the  guise  of  a  merchantman  on  her  original  errand  to  carry  on  war 
against  the  United  States;  and  yon  state  that  you  are  instructed  to 
remonstrate  against  giving  pemiissioh  to  that  vessel  to  depart  from 
Kassau  without  abundant  security  that  she  is  not  to  be  used  for  the 
hostile  purpose  indicated, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  reply,  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in 
transmitting  a  copy  of  your  representation  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majest>''3  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
Charles  FsiJfois  Adaus,  Esq,,  &c.,  &e.,  &c 


CASE  OP  LAIEDS'  IRON  CLADS. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[ExtZMt] 

No.  93.]  UniTcat  Skates  CoNStn^AXE, 

Liverpool,  July  18, 1862. 
SiBi  •  •  ••;».  •  • 

-^e  Lairds  have  eommenced  the  construction  of  two  steam  vessels  at 
A«JT  yBrd«t  Birlw&h*ad.  Ian  tsld>tfa«yn«to  Iw  MncmiitoivAad, 
»att±tatiti  tbe  natnn  of  i»aia.    ffrfga,  tbeiaontoe  thet/ths  iafufmn^lf 
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nmes  I  have  no  doabt  abont  its  coirectn^BS.  I  have  not  got  any  of  tbe 
partioalars  fiirther  than  that  they  are  to  be  completed  ^th  tlie  greatest 
dispatch. 

'Vnth  high  t«gard,  I  an,  Rir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewasd, 

Snoretary  of  SM«. 


,  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extrnct] 

No.  119.]  United  States  Cokbdi-atb, 

Liverpool,  August  30, 1842. 

Sib:  I  have  bad  tiie  ship-yard  of  tbe  Messrs.  Lairds,  at  BirkeDbead, 
examined.  Tbe  keel  of  one  of  the  gunboats  for  the  confederates  has 
been  laid  in  the  same  etocbB  £roni  which  the  290  was  launched.  It  is 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long.  She  is  to  be  built  as  soon  as  possible, 
irith  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  be  iron-clad,  and  in  all  particulars  to  be 
finished  in  the  moRt  subHtantial  manner,  without  reganl  to  expense.  A 
large  number  of  workmen  are  now  employed  on  her. 

The  keel  for  tbe  other  has  not  yet  been  laid,  but  tbe  place  in  tbe  yard 
has  been  selected,  and  the  ground  and  stocks  are  being  prep»ed  pre- 
paratory to  laying  it 

.     ■    With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  Obedient  servant,         .    - 

THOMAS  H.  DUrfLflr. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Uxtraot.] 

Kb.  123.]  United  Statbb  Consulate, 

Liverpool^  September  13, 1862. 
Sib  :  The  plates  for  the  gunboats  being  built  for  the  rebel  govemmetit 
by  tbe  Messrs.  Lairds  are  being  manufactured  at  the  Mersey  Stoel  and 
lioo  Company  Works,  in  Livert>ooI.  I  am  told  that  Mr.  Hors&ll,  one  of 
the  members  of  Parliament  from  this  place,  is  interested  in  this  com- 
pany. 

The  order  given  is  for  fifteen  hondred  tons  of  plates  of  this  thickness, 
a  part.of  which  are  to  be  naed  on  the  two  vessela  building  at  Lairds,  tho 
oUiers  to  be  shipped.    They  are  to  be  made  as  qaitdc  as  possible. 

,-•  •  ■  •.  •  ■  *  9  * 

I  bare  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  fi.  DDDLBK. 
HSO.  WJIiLIAM  H.  Sbwabd,  .    '•- 

■  - ■  .Btentarr.iif-SMtt..  .    .  D„„zcdfcv-Ct>oqk 
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Mr.  Jhtdlej/  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[ExtraetJ 
KO.  132.]  UHITBD  STATSa  OOKBDI/ATE, 

JAwrpool,  September  19, 1862. 
Sib:  •••••••• 

Inclosed  And  extract  ftom  the  Liverpool  ptqwr  yesterday.  •  •  • 
It  is  trae  that  the  ram  referred  to  here,  and  which  is  heiog  boUt  by  the 
Lairds,  is  being  ftoshed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch.  The  men 
are  at  work  night  and  (ia^  npon  her.  All  the  machineiy,  gnns,  Ac,  are 
being  made.  By  the  time  she  is  laouohed,  they  will  be  ready  to  be 
placed  in  her. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  serraat, 
THOMAS  H.  DUDI^T, 

Hon.  WnAiAK  H.  Sbwaiu), 

Seeretary  of  SUUe. 


(from  tba  LiTorpool  Tekigraph,  S«ptein1ier  18tb,  ISaB.] 


It  woold  seem.  Judging  from  the  contracts  now  in  iJie  hands  of  the 
ahip-boildera  and  iron-plate  manafoctnrers  of  this  conntry,  that  the  con- 
federate government  is  exhibiting  as  mnch  energy  and  resolution  in  the 
oreatioM  of  an  iron-clad  fleet  as  it  has  manifested  in  the  series  of  battles 
which  have  thrown  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  defeated  and  broken, 
behind  tiie  shelter  of  the  defeusea  of  Washington.  Besides  the  commis- 
sions  committed  to  other  ship-builders  by  the  southern  confederacy,  and 
which  are  being  pushed  forward  with  all  possible  dispatch,  a  large  iron- 
plated  ram  is  now  being  constructed  on  the  Mersey  without  any  attempt 
at  concealment.  We  withhold  the  name  of  the  builder  for  prudential 
reasons,  but  the  fact  ia  without  qnestion;  and  the  ram,  fh)m  the  high 
character  of  her  builder,  will  be  a  most  formidable  opponent  when 
equipped  for  sea,  and,  should  the  blockade  of  the  southern  coast  not 
tcuminate  previous  to  her  arrival  at  Charleston,  she  will  attempt  to  pass 
the  federal  cruisers  with  every  chance  of  impunity.  In  addition  to  this 
ram,  and  other  contracts  held  by  onr  ship-boilders,  which,  by  the  way, 
are  highly  tlatt«ring  to  their  reputation,  and  which  hitherto  have  been 
financdaUy  discharged  in  every  instance,  when  completed,  with  sompa- 
leoB  paQCtaality,  a  vessel  now  in  Qie  Bmnswick  dock,  whose  nunc  we 
do  not  wish  to  give  for  obvions  reasons,  has  a  cargo,  consisting  princi- 
pally of  iron-plates,  on  txnrd,  ready  to  f^ten  on  ^e  sides  of  southern 
TeaaeU  wai^ng.  their  arrivid  out  at  Oharleston.  The  owners  of  thia 
ytuel  an  imbued  wUih  aoutliwn  srattments,  hot  whether  or  not,  we  are 
tso  neDtntl  ia  the  giguitio  conflict  T^:ing  across  the  Atiantie  to  aUnde 
too  polnte^y  to  tlua  traiuactimi. 

It  Beema  very  clear,  trom  the  present  vigoioas  conduct  of  Qie  soatbem 
oonfederacy,  that  the  Sonth,  at  no  distant  period,  will  possess  aa  iron- 
oUd  fleet  capable  of  coping  sacessftdly  with  that  <tf  the  yortb,  as  its 
annies  have  Mnmphuitly  met  those  of  tbe  faderal  g<»v«iwuen^  tf  but 
tte  tame  dashing  spirits  tliat  lead  tke  amlM  of  the  wmtli  can  be  fennd 
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to  eomatand  it.    Of  one  thing,  hoverer,  we  thiiA  ve  oan  ipe^  irith 

cerhunty,  uid  that  is,  that  in  the  vesBels  Iroilt  on  the  Mersey  the  Sontli 
-will  have  an  advautage  over  the  federals  in  strength  of  build,  equip- 
ment,  and  invulnerability.  For  the  rest,  their  own  eoarage  will  do,  and 
we  may  yet  hear  of  the  gallant  performance  of  more  than  one  Ho.  290 
be£ore  the  aimoancement  of  peace  gladdens  the  heart  of  all  Eorope.  At 
all  events,  s  few  such  rams  as  the  one  now  building  on  the  Mersey  woald 
make  titt  niising  of  the  southern  blockade  an  easy  taak. 


Mr.  Dtftiley  to  Mr.  Bmard, 


No  138.]  Uhitbd  States  Consulate,  ■ 

Liwrpool,  October  4, 1862^ 

8ra:*  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  Lairds  are  pushing  the  completion  of  the  two  iroo-clads  by  them 
building  for  the  rebels  with  the  greatest  dispatch  possible.  They  have 
as  many  men  engaged  upon  them  as  can  work  with  advantage,  and  two 
foil  gangs  for  each  vessel,  one  for  the  day,  the  other  for  the  night. 
There  is  no  cessation  of  the  work  neither  night  nor  day.  The  ribs  of 
one  are  all  up,  and  they  have  commenced  to  put  oQ  the  plates.  Thb 
engines  for  botlTvessels  ace  being  made  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co., 
and  will  l>e  ready  to  be  put  in  by  the  time  they  are  launched.  AH  the 
work  and  fixtures  for  the  interior  are  being  made  and  got  out  ready  to 
be  placed  in  them.  The  other  vessel  is  not  in  quite  so  forward  a  state, 
but  the  ribs  are  very  nearly  up,  and  she  is  being  pushed  as  fast  as  pos-  . 
sible.  They  expect  to  have  the  first  one  completed  by  the  middle  of 
December  next.  They  are  using  great  precaution  to  keep  us  ignorant 
of  their  doings.    Ko  stranger  is  admitted  into  their  yard. 

•  •  ■  •  •'  •  ' 

X  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DTTDLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


Mr.  Dttdl^  to  Mr.  Seward. 

CEEtraet.] 

'So  141.]  United  States  Conbulatb, 

Liverpool,  October  14, 1862. 
SlB:  ••••••• 

Inclosed,  marked  No.  1,  find  slip  cut  from  Joomal  of  Commerce  of 
yesterday  relative  to  the  vessels  building  at  Birkenhead  for  the  Chinese  , 
eofemment, ». «.,  the  southern  confederacy.  These  are  no  doubt  the  ones 
built  by  the  Lairds.  I  had  the  yards  of  Jones,  Qniggoo  &  Co.,  uid  Wm. 
C.  Miller  &  Son,  examined  again  yesterday.  The  iron-plated  steamer 
irbich  the  first-named  house  is  building  for  the  rebels  is  being  pushed 
Tfliy  fost.  My  informant  desoribes  her  as  about  two  hundred  feet  long, 
Twy  8h^>  fore  and  aft,  ^d  as  nearly  flatrbottomed.  Her  draught  of  water 
niU  be  light ;  her  hold  will  not  be,  he  thinks,  more  than  about  foar- 
t«eB  toet  deep.  She  is  to  have  paddle-wheels.  He  tbiuks  afae  will  be 
XMdy  to  laoDch  in  about  five  wewB.  ^,  CJOOolc 
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Our  examination  yesterday  broog^bt  to  liglit  aootiier  gonboat  for  tlM  - 
rebels  b«ng  btdlt  in  Wm.  G.  Killer  &  Sons'  yard,  the  same  persons  who 
built  tlie  Oreto.  She  is  to  be  wood,  about  two  hacdred  and  forty  feet  long, 
light  droaght^  and  to  set  low  in  the  water,  and  constraeted  to  mn  very  fast. 
The  cwitract  is  to  flnish  her  by  the  first  of  January  next.  Captain  Dngnid, 
the  same  who  took  out  the  Oreto,  is  saperintending  the  bnildiug  of  tiiis 
last  vessel,  and  liiey  say  he  is  to  take  her  out,  when  completed,  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  did  the  Oreto.  This  makes  four  vessels  building  for 
the  rebel  navy  at  this  port,  and,  with  the  one  at  Glasgow,  certainly  war- 
ranted Mr.  Gladstone  in  saying  what  he  did  at  the  Newcastle  (unner, 
'•That  the  South  were  couBtnicting  a  navy."  If  he  had  said  Englasd 
vas  coDstnicting  one  for  the  South,  it  would  have  been  nearer  the 
traUi. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  Se^akd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adatni. 

No.  386.]  '  Department  of  State, 

Wa»hington,  November  3, 1863. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liveniool,  informs  us  that  two  war 
vessels  which  are  on  the  stays  at  Birkenhead  are  announced  by  the 
press  aa  being  built  ostensibly  for  the  Chinese  government-,  but  really 
to  depredate  on  American  commerce,  as  the  290  is  doing.  Tlie  Pi-esideut 
hopes  that  you  will  make  such  representations  concerning  them^  and  all 
similar  enterprises,  to  her  Majesty's  government  as  may  induce  them  to 
consider  whether  it  can  be  claimed  tliat  a  nation  is  really  neutral  when 
vessels  of  war,  without  restraint  and  with  impunity,  are  built,  armed, 
manned,  equipped,  aud  sent  out  from  its  ports  to  make  war  on  a  i)eaceftii 
and  friendly  nation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chablbs  Fkanois  Adaus,  Esq.,  c&o.,  Sc.,  &c 


Mr,  Ihidley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

rExtiMt.] 

No.  52.]  TJkitbd  States  Coitsitlatk, 

Liverpool,  Mardi  25, 1863. 
Sm:  ••  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  two  iron-olad  rams  building  by  the  Messrs.  Lairds  for  the  c4h- 
fedemtes  are  each  to  have  two  revolving  towers  or  turrets  similar  to 
the  monitors.  When  these  two  vessels  are  finished  they  will  be  truly 
formidable  vessels.  The  department  must  understand  that  no  pains  or 
expense  is  being  spared  to  make  them  the  most  powerful  and  destruot- 
ive  vessels  afioaL  Nothing  is  being  omitted  that  science  or  sldll  can 
suggest.  The  contractors  have  one  of  the  largest  yards  in  the  kingdom, 
and  every  iJacility  and  means  for  building  vessels  like  these.  You  most 
net  deceive  yourselves.    When  finished,  they  will  have  niai«  power  and 


["it^k 
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qteed,  probably,  than  any  iron-clads  that  bare  as  yet  been  built,  and  so 
protected  with  steel  and  armor  plates  aa  to  be  almost  invulnerable.  I 
have  not  learned  the  armament,  but  no  doubt  it  will  be  heavy,  and  the 
very  best  that  can  be  obtained.  From  their  looks  I  do  not  think  either 
will  be  ready  for  sea  much  before  the  let  of  June.  The  one  boildiug  at 
Olaegow  by  George,  and  James  Thomson,  of  between  three  and  four 
thonsand  tons  bui^en,  is  said  to  be  a  still  more  formidable  vessel. 
1  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon."WiLLiAM  H.  Sbwabd, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward 
[Extract.] 

No.  69.]  United  States  Consui^te, 

Liverpool,  April  S,  1863. 
Sib:      •  •  •  •  '  •  • 

I  incloae  maAed  No.  2  a  copy  of  an  affidavit"  of  Clarence  E.  Ycmge, 
the  purser  or  paytnaflter  on  tlie  steamer  Alabama.    This  is  not  the  same 
he  made  in  London,  but  a  second  affidavit  taken  here  before  the  collec- 
tor, to  be  used  in  the  case  of  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds.    1  regard 
this  afQdavit  aa  of  great  importance.    It  is  not  to  be  used  nntil  we  are 
prepared  to  proceed  against  these  vessels.    I  shall  wait  untU  they  are 
launched.        '  "  •  •  ••  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtTMt.} 

No.  71.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  2, 1863. 

Sib;  •  •  •  •.•  •  •  * 

A  gentleman  who  was  at  one  time  in  the  United  States  Navy,  and 

HiDce  in  the  merchant  service,  is  here  in  my  employ.    He  has  access  to 

the  Lairds'  yard,  and  has  been  over  and  examined  the  two  rams.    He 

oonfirms  my  previous  information.    He  says  they  wilt  have  great  speed; 

tbiuks  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  knots  per  hour.    They  will  each  have  two 

tdirets  or  cupolita,  and  in  bis  opinion,  both  tbr  speed  and  invulnerability, 

surpass  anything  afloat.    The  turrets  revolve  on  the  lower  or  second 

det^.    They  are  pushing  these  vessels  very  fast.    From  another  source 

I  learn  they  will  launch  and  take  them  to  some  other  country  or  place 

to  finish  them.    I  do  not  rely  much  npon  the  person  from  whom  1  obtain 

Qua  last  intelligence,  bat  it  does  not  look  improbable.      •      •      •      • 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectMiy,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 
*For  tbU  afDdATit  Me  di^Atch  ftom  Mr.  Adam*  to  Ur.  Bewail,  No.  463,  Jvlj  16, 
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Mr,  DtuRtg  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  87.]  UiciTED  States  CorreuLATE, 

lAterpoal,  June  2, 1863. 
Sir:  George  Waterbary,  of  Liverpool,  a  respectable  merchant,  tella 
me  tbat,  the  dky  after  the  debate  in  Parliament  on  the  Alabama,  he  was  in 
the  Exchange  tud  saw  Captain  Peter  Vesper,  of  Thomastou,  in  the  Sbtfe 
of  Maine,  and  Mr.  Clover,  of  the  firm  of  Clover  &  Bayal,  of  Liverpool,  in 
conversation  with  a  gentleman.  The  gentleman  left,  and  Vesper  and 
Clover  turned  to  him,  Waterbary,  and  asked  if  he  knew  the  gentleman 
to  whom  tbey  bad  been  talking.  He  answered  he  did  not.  Tbey  staled 
it  was  Mr.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  and  they  had  been  talking  about  liie 
debate  apon  the  Alabama,  and  that  they  had  asked  him  abont  the  nuns 
he  was  boilding  for  the  confederates;  and  that  Laird  replied  that  "thej 
might  make  as  much  noise  abont  them  aa  they  liked,  bat  that  it  would 
Dot  prevent  them  from  getting  them  off;  that  tbey  had  things  bo  arranged 
that  they  conld  get  them  away,"  or  words  to  titat  eflect. 

They  are  laying  the  ways  for  launching  one  of  these  vessels.  ^ 
plating  is  all  on  except  at  the  ends,  the  rodder  shipped,  and  two  gang* 
of  men,  one  working  at  day,  the  other  in  the  night,  to  finish  them.  Ian 
told  the  engines  and  torrets  are  all  ready  to  be  put  in.  It  is  evident  the 
contest  with  them  is  soon  to  begin. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLUAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extraet.] 

No.  88.J  United  States  CoNauLATE, 

Liverpool,  JuM  3, 1863. 
Sie:  .•  ..••».  .  • 

In  dispatch  8G  I  referred  to  the  Steamer  Sumter,  and  to  machinery 
she  was  taking  on,  and  efxpressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  intended  te 
the  rams  now  bailding  at  Lairds'.  A  large  qaantity  has  since  been 
placed  on  board,  with  the  two  large  guns,  weighing  some  twenty-two 
tons.  I  have  had  sis  different  men  to  examine  it,  and  they  all  diffw 
about  it.  The  only  thing  they  agree  upon  is  that  it  is  for  war  parpoaea 
It  is  probable  that  they  saw  different  portions.  The  maobtnery  was 
mode  at  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Forge  Works  in  this  town,  the  gons  at  what 
are  known  as  the  Vauxliall  Works,  also  situated  here.  An  intelligent 
workman  in  the  Mersey  Works  infortns  one  of  my  men  that  a  p»rtof 
this  that  we  took  for  machinery  is  iron-work  intended  for  a  large  iiai 
ram,  the  frame  Mid  plates  for  which  they  arem^ing  and  sending  off  u 
fast  a«  posfuble  in  detached  parts.  The  ram,  be  states,  is  at  the  yard 
and  just  finished,  weighing  twenty-six  tons.  He  says  it  is  for  the  odd- 
federates.  All  the  other  work  at  the  yard  is  suspended  untO  this  is 
oom|deted.  'It  is  quite  likely  that  a  part  of  this  is  the  frame-WQlk, 
Ac.,  for  a  vessel  building  or  to  be  built  at  some  other  place,  bat  X  tiliak 
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it  ^80  tme  tbflt  another  part  is  for  Litirds'  rams,  the  machinery'  for  work- 
ing the  ganB  inside  the  tnrrctn,  and  that  these  monster  gnus  arc  to  be 
mounted  in  these  turrets.  Of  course  this  is  all  conjectvire  on  my  part, 
but  I  think  there  is  much  to  justify  one  in  coming  to  this  conclusion. 
I  inclose  yon,  marked  Nos.  3  and  4,  the  substance  of  two  additional 
affidavits*  about  this  vessel,  the  originals  of  which  I  sent  t*>  Mr.  Adams. 
My  information  is,  that  slie  will  go  firom  here  to  Nassau.  Tlie  men 
engaged  on  boaixl  say  this,  that  they  have  or  are  to  ship  for  three  years, 
and  tiiat  she  is  to  tiim  privateer  after  she  reaches  Tifassau  and  discharges 
what  she  has'  on  board.  I  give  yon  this  for  what  it  is  worth. 
I  am,  sir,  verr  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLU^  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seaard. 
[Extroot.} 

Ho.  95.]  Umitbd  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Jwie  17, 1663. 

SiB:  I  now  beg  to  inclose  you  a  report  made  to  me  by , 

who  was  at  one  time  in  t^e  naval  service  of  our  government,  upon  the 
ironclad  rams  building  at  Lairds'.  It  is  the  same  referred  to  in  my 
di8i>atch  of  yesterday,  No.  94.  You  will  perceive  it  differs  in  some  par- 
ticnlars  from  the  others  we  have  had.  It  is  not  so  full  as  I  expected  it 
would  be.    It  is  marked  No.  1. 

•  ■*•«•••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Liverpool,  June  10, 18C3. 

These  ships  are  being  built  under  cover,  at  the  south  end  of  the  ship- 
yard and  iron  works  of  the  Messrs.  Lairds. 

They  are  vessela  for  war  purposes,  of  iron,  with  double  bottoms  below 
water;  ea<^  ship  to  be  fitted  with  two  turrets,  poop  cabin,  and  top-gal- 
lant forecastle.  The  sides  will  be  covered  with  a  t«ak-wood  backing,  on 
which  armor  plates  are  to  be  fixed,  oovering  t^e  entire  surfoce  exposed 
to  shot  •••••••• 

When  adoat  they  will  appear  very  long  aud  low,  the  bow  qoite  per- 
peodicuhtr,  and  ttw  stem,  which  is  an  elongated  ellipse  in  shape,  pio> 
jects  several  feet  over  the  rudder,  as  though  to  inflict  blows  on  an  adver- 
sary, and  at  the  same  time  to  protect  the  screw  aad  ateeriog  apparatus 
from  any  injury  by  oollisioD. 

'  For  affidavita  of  Moses  Lansiug  and  John  Markham,  see  incloBore  to  diapatch  from 
JbiAdnma  to  Hr.  Seirud,  No.  4S5,  Jnne  5, 1963,  print«d  uiidei  "Sebel  CnUMtn,"  buI>- 
dtoMati  " BnMiter," jMft.  i  .CiCKWlC 

21  A  o^voL.  n  "" 
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The  plates  which  form  the  hull  aie  secured  with  inch  rivets  to  the 
otiier  faces  of  the  augle-iron  ftames,  making  a  double  bottom  to  witliiD 
four  feet  of  the  water  line.  These  platen  vary  iu  thickness  from  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  amidships  to  an  inch  and  a  quarter  near  the  bows, 
where  greater  amount  of  solidity  is  required  to  sustain  the  concussion  of 
ramming  at  a  high  rate.of  speed.  They  are  in  length  some  fifteen  feet, 
and  two  feet  wide.  They  are  secured  with  straps  of  iroa  at  the  end 
joints,  riveted  on  &om  inside. 

The  t«;ak  backing  begins  where  the  outer  skin  of  the  hull  ends,  viz, 
four  feet  DQder  water,  and  is  composed  of  square  logs  ^  foot  -  thick. 
Heavy  fastenings  go  through  them,  the  boltfi  driven  .from  the  outside 
and  secured  wiUiiu.  On  one  ship  they  are  placing  the  armor  plates,  and 
they  will  be  launched  complete,  except  the  engines. 

This  circumstance  will  keep  them  for  some  time  longer  on  the  stocks 
than  bad  been  heretofore  supposed.  The  impression  was  that  the 
launch  would  take  place  before  ttie  armor  was  fixed. 

The  turrets  are  formed  of  upright  angle  irons,  riveted  at  the  foot  to 
acircle  of  wrought  iron,  with  reverse  angle  irons,  to  which  inside  plates 
are  ikstened,  also  tbln  plates  on  the  outside.  They  will  not  be  placed  in 
the  ships  till  after  the  launch,  when  they  will  be  covered  with  solid  iron 
plates,  or  soft  steel 

In  conclusion  I  would  state  that,  in  order  to  give  an  accurate,  detailed, 
and  technical  description  of  the  above-named  vessels,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  the  coniidence  and  plans  of  the  builders,  pnd  to  go  over  the 
ships  with  tiicir  explanatory  remarks  in  assistanoe.  So  far  from  being 
possessed  of  these  advantages  I  have  only  succeeded  in  seeing  them  at 
rare  intervaJa,  and  tl*en  I  was  coini>elled  not  to  manifeat  too  lively-  an 
interest  in  regard  to  them,  as  the  builders  iire  suspicious  of  all  visitors,  and 
will  not  allow  any  inftHination  to  be  given  by  their  employes,  nor  will  they 
themselves  give  any,  >Vhat  little  X  have  been  able  to  give  an  authentic 
account  of  I  have  learned  by  the  aid  of  my  own  eyes  only.  To  the  best 
of  my  belief  they  will  not  be  ready  to  leave  this  i>ort  bdTore  the  expira- 
tion of  three  months  from  date. 


jlfr.  Ihtdley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  103.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Julg  3, 1863. 
Sib:  •  •  •  '  •  •  • 

It  is  reported  through  the  town  to-day  that  one  of  the  vessels  at 
Lairds'  is  to  be  lannched  to-morrow.  I  think  the  report  is  correct.  It 
would  tiierefore  be  well  for  the  department  to  consider  at  once  what  is 
best  to  be  done  in  the  event  of  the  government  here  refusing  to  stop  tfaese 
vessels,  a  oontingency  quite  probable.  Our  evidence,  or  that  which  we 
now  have,  is  not  very  strong.  It  does  not  bring  the  building  directly 
home  to  the  southern  confederacy.  It  is  not  direct  or  positive,  and 
even  if  it  was,  the  authorities  might  shield  themselves  under  the  ruling 
of  Chief  Baron  Pollock  in  the  Alexandra  case,  and  refuse  to  stop  them. 
The  department  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  f^t  tliat  one  of  the  I^ords  is 
a  member  of  Parliament,  and  the  government  here  will  be  moi%  averse 
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lo  doiDg  ODything  against  him  than  they  wonM  against  a  private  indi- 
ndual  who  had  no  inflnenee  oi  voice  in  the  Honse  of  Oomnions.  I  am 
'  ioiog  all  I  can  to  strengthen  and  obtain  additional  evidence  against 
these  vessels,  hut  find  it  now  much  more  diEBcnlt  than  it  was  before  the 
trial  of  the  case  against  the  Alexandra.  The  cry  they  have  got  up 
ngainst  me,  »nd  the  spy  system  which  they  say-I  have  inaugurated,  has 
driven  almost  all  my  men  away. 

The  men  who  gave  evidence  in  that  case,  or  most  of  them,  have  been 
loeers  by  it ;  some  have  been  turned  oat  of  employment,  and  others  lost 
jobs.  (Neil  Black,  a  ship-carpenter,  has  been  informed  by  three  firms 
for  whom  he  worked  that  they  ahoiild  remove  their  business  from  him 
beeanse  he  testified  in  that  case.)  The  feeling  is  deep  and  strong  against 
us,  and  the  whole  town  seems  to  take  sides  with  those  who  are  building 
these  vessels.  The  effect  has  been  to  intimidate  those  who  are  well  dis- 
posed, and  caused  many  who  were  in  my  employ  to  refuse  longer  to 
serve  me.  It  is  not  at  all  certain  that  any  jury  in  this  country  would 
condemn  a  vessel,  let  the  evidence  be  ever  so  conclusive.  I  have  strong 
doubts  in  my  mind  whether  the  jury  in  the  Alexandra  case  would  have 
foDnd  a  verdict  against  the  vessel  even  if  thejudge  had  charged  them  to 
do  so.  In  view  of  the  strong  probability  that  this  government  will  not 
interfere,  either  from  information  or  the  lack  of  positive  proof,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  have  a  number  of  war  vessels  here  at  diBFerent  ports  in 
England,  to  seize  the  iron-clads  as  soon  as  they  sail  T  I  am  told  the  tur- 
rets are  ready  to  be  placed  iu  the  vessels  as  soon  as  they  are  launched. 
No  donbt  masts,  machinery,  and  everything  else  are  ready,  and  will  be 
put  in,  and  the  vessels  dispatched  immediately.  No  time  mtist  be  lost. 
Whatever  is  done  must  be  done  at  once. 

If  these  vessels  get  out,  they  will  do  us  much  mischief.  There  are  not 
many  fortifications  or  vessels  able  to  resist  them.  1  donbt  if  we  have 
anyliiing  in  the  navy,  either  for  speed  or  invulnerability,  that  will  equal 
these  monst«rs.  Their  armament  will  be  heavy  and  of  the  most  im- 
proved modern  invention.  No  pains  or  expense  has  been  si>ared  in 
their  construction ;  everything  has  been  done  that  science  or  experience 
ponld  suggest  to  make  them  perfect  and  invulnerable.  You  must  not  be 
deceived ;  I  assure  yon  they  are  all  I  have  represented.  Not  a  moment 
Ehonld  be  lost  in  preparing  to  meet  them. 

I  hope  to  stop  tiiem  here ;  shall  do  all  that  can  be  done,  hut  my  efforts 
may  fail,  quite  likely  will  fail.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  i>re- 
pare  to  meet  them,  either  on  the  ocean  or  in  oar  own  seaboard  ports. 
My  object  in  writing  is  to  call  your  attention  to  the  impendlDg  dan- 
ger. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DTJDIiET. 
Hon  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudl^  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  104:.]  United  Siatbb  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Jub/  4,  1863. 
Sib  :  The  ram  at  Lords'  was  launched  to-day  about  one  o'clock.    She 
has  been  taken  into  one  of  their  private  docks  to  receive  her  maats  and 
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engines.  I  shall  pi-ocore  evidence  and  make  oat  the  best  case  I  can 
agaiust  her.  Ko  doubt  she  will  be  got  ready  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am 
not  sanguine  aboat  stopping  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  aerrant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  8taU. 

K.  B. — One  of  the  Lairds  stated  yesterday  that  these  rams  were  origi- 
nally intended  for  the  Emperor  of  China,  but  that  they  had  sold  them 
to  t^e  French  government.  At  the  time  of  the  launch  the  English  flag 
was  at  the  stem  and  the  French  flag  on  a  pole  amidships.  fYom  this 
they  no  doubt  intend  to  set  up  the  pretense  that  she  is  for  the  French. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extowt.] 

Ko.  449.]  Legation  of  the'TThited  States, 

London,  July  10, 1863. 
Sib:    ••••••• 

But  I  regret  to  say  that  the  gi-avest  case  of  all  is  now  requiring  your 
attention.  One  of  the  ironclad  war  vessels  which  have  been  for  so  long 
a  time  in  process  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Laiitla'yard,  iu  Liverjiool,  has 
at  last  beeji  launched,  and  is  to  be  seen  at  that  place.  I  shall  not  en- 
large upon  her  character,  as  you  will  doubtlesij  receive  full  details  from 
anotlier  source.  Of  one  thing  there  can  be  no  doubt,  she  is  a  ver>' 
formidable  war  sl^p.  23'either  do  I  question  the  purpose  for  which  she 
is  designed.  Mr.  Dudley  has  already  fuiiiished  me  with  some  testi- 
mony, which  I  proi>ose  to  lay  before  her  Majesty's  government  as  a 
basis  for  solemn  remonstrance,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  copies  shall  have 
been  uiade  out.  The  better  opinion  is,  that  it  will  take  several  weeks  to 
prepare  her  for  depaiture.  In  the  mean  while  it  will  be  well  for  the 
government  to  make  as  much  use  of  the  warning  as  possible,  iu  order 
not  to  be  taken  unawares.  So  far  as  the  matter  depends  upon  me 
I  shall  endeavor,  as  fully  as  I  can,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  my  instruc- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.  Sewaud, 

/  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  107.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  10, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  an  application  which  I 
made  to  the  collector  of  customs  iu  Liverpool  on  the  7th  iustaat,  to  stop 
the  iron-clad  ram  building  for  the  insurgents  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at 
Birkenhead,  and  launched  &om  their  yard  on  Saturday  last :  also  copies 
of  tiie  affidavits*  of  Captain  William  H.  Kussell,  J.  Ellis,  C.  B.  Yonge, 
"  For  these  inclosnres,  Bee  disjiat«li  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  8oWftrd,  No.  453,  Jnly  16, 
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0.  T.  Ohapmftn,  and  my  own,  npon  which  said  application  was  based.  The 
^iplicfttioD  was  made  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act.  Mr.  Sqnarey, 
my  attorney,  attended  me  before  the  collector  and  conducted  the  pro- 
ceedings. Ko  answer,  as  yet,  has  been  received  to  the  application.  I 
took  copies  of  all  these  papers  to  London  and  deliv^M^  them  to  Mr. 
Adams  on  Wednesday  last,  who  has  laid  them  before  Earl  Bnssell. 

I  hope  the  government  will  take  steps  to  prevent  this  vessel  irom 
sailing.  You  will  observe  that  Captain  Russell  and  Mr.  Ellis  swear  the 
vessel  "  is  armed  with  a  ram  on  the  stem  to  destroy  vessels."  This 
meete  Baron  Pollocfe's  view  of  the  law  as  laid  down  in  the  Alexandra 
case.  He  held  to  constitute  an  offense  under  the  act,  that  the  vessel 
mast  be  armed  in  British  waters. 

I  wn,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  WiLLLiX  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  453.]  Legation  of  the  TJhited  States, 

London,  July  16, 1863. 

Sm:  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  tiord 
Russell  of  the  11th  iustaut,  making  a  representation  on  the  subject  of 
the  iron-clad  vessel  launched  from  Mr.  L^d's  yard  at  Liverpool.  It  has 
been  acknowledged  by  bis  lordship  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  also 
appended. 

I  have  received  firom  Mr.  Dudley  two  additional  depositions,  which  I 
pnrpose  to  transmit  to  his  lordship  this  day. 

It  is  stated  in  the  newspapers  that  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  have 
issued  a  notice  to  the  naval  reserve  that  any  member  taking  service  with 
a  belligerent  will  forfeit  all  his  privileges.  Shipping  masters  are  re- 
quested to  report  all  cases,  so  that  they  may  be  dealt  with. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  there  is  an  increasing  conviction  of  the  neces- 
sity to  enforce  the  obligations  of  neutrality,  notwithstanding  the  strong 
leanings  of  the  higher  classes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Setvakd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusaeU. 

LBaATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  July  11, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  It  is  with  unaffected  regret  that  I  i^rform  the  duty  incum- 
bent on  me,  as  the  representative  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
of  laying  before  yon  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  consol  of  the  United 
States  at  Liverpool,  and  of  four  depositions,  all  iutended  to  show  a  deter- 
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mined  peraevertuice  ia  the  aome  aete  of  hostility  at  the  port  of  Liverpod 
which  hwe  formed  the  sabjectof  my  remonBtniQcea  almost  from  the  d&,v 
I  had  the  hoD<»:  first  to  occupy  this  post.  % 

In  miuiy  preceding  communijcatlona  I  have  endeavored  to  set  forth  the 
&ct8  which  aj^>ear  to  me  to  prove,  beyond  the  posibillity  of  a  donbt,  the 
establishment  on  the.pait  of  the  iusuFgenta  in  the  United  States  (tf  a  sys- 
tematic plan  of  war&re  upoE  the  people  of  the  United  States,  carried  on 
from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  as  well  as  in  less  degree  fi?om  other  ports  in 
this  kingdom.  In  this  policy  the  persons  who  have  been  sent  oat  and 
have  acted  as  agents  have  received  the  aid  and  effective  co-operation  of 
numbers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  The  results  of  this  conduct  have 
been  felt  in  the  dispatch  of  numbers  of  steam  vessels,  laden  with  anuH 
and  munitions  of  war  of  every  description,  together  with  other  sapplies, 
well  adapted  to  procrastinate  the  struggle,  with  a  purpose  of  breaking 
a  blockade  legitimately  established  and  fully  recognized  by  her  Mf^esty 
in  the  proclamation  issued  by  her  forbidding  all  such  acts. 

It  is  needless  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  how  exclusively  this  bosi-  ' 
neas  has  been  carried  on  by  British  subjects  in  British  vessels,  and  how 
much  the  burden  of  war  has  been  increased  by  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing a  corresponding  naval  force  on  the  ocean  in  order  to  suppress  it. 
Nor  yet  will  I  enlarge  upon  the  use  to  which  the  British  islands  of  Ber- 
mnda  and  New  Providence  have  been  pat  by  Briti^  subjects,  as  con- 
venient points  for  the  storing  of  all  these  supplies,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  be  more  easily  dispatched  to  their  illegal  destination. 

But,  not  satisfied  with  the  aid  thus  obtained,  the  next  step  of  the 
agents  alladed  to  has  been  to  enlist  the  aid  and  co-operation  of  British 
subjects  in  constmcting  for  their  use  steam  vessels  expressly  adajited  to 
the  object  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  extent  to  which  this  has  been  actually  procured  has 
been  made  visible  to  your  lordship  in  t"he  various  remonstrances  hereto- 
fore presented  by  myself  to  your  attention,  unhappily  too  little  heeded 
to  secure  prevention,  and  still  more  by  the  fact  that  for  all  the  vessels 
DOW  On  the  ocean  engaged  in  the  work  of  depredation  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  British  subjects  must  be  held  responsible  in 
regard  to  their  construction,  equipment,  manning,  and  outfit. 

Furthermore,  it  appears  that  the  aforesaid  agents,  under  express  in- 
structions from  the  so-called  authorities  of  the  insurgents,  who  soon  fell 
short  in  the  i>ecnmary  means  to  conduct  these  extensive  warlike  opera- 
tions, have  solicited  the  assistance  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  this  king- 
dom in  advancing  to  ttem  the  funds  to  be  appropriated  to  these  objects. 
The  purpose  of  this  appUcation,  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States  with  the  means  thus  raised,  was  distinctly  declared. 
To  that  end  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling  was  proposed. 
That  ne^tiation  was  entered  into,  and  the  means  have  actually  been 
obtained  in  a  great  measure  from  the  contributions  of  her  Mtyesty's  sub-' 
jects. 

Thus  it  is  manifest  that  all  of  those  filings  denominated  the  sinews  of 
war,  to  wit :  men  and  money,  ships,  arms,  gunpowder,  and  supplies,  have 
been  continually  fhrnished  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  almost  irom  the 
beginning  of  the  contest.  A  war  has  thus  been  practically  conducted  by 
a  portion  <rf  her  people  against  a  government  with  which  her  Majesty  is 
under  the  most  solemn  of  all  national  engagements  to  preserve  a  lasting 
and  durable  peace. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  in  the  mean  time  tried  not  to 
be  wanting  in  performing  the  obligations  incumbent  upon  it  as  a  friend 
of  Great  Britain.    In  every  particular  in  which  it  has  been  called  upon 
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in  a  editable  msntier  it  lias  labored  promptly  to  meet  and  sattsiy  every 
jast  canse  of  complaint.  So  far  as  possible,  consiatently  witb  tjie  difli- 
mlties  in  which  it  has  been  placed,  it  has  asBidoonaly  striven  to  culti- 
vate the  most  kindly  relations.  It  has  been,  therefore,  with  the  great- 
est regret  that  it  has  been  compelled  to  feel  itself  the  innocent  object  of 
a  degree  of  active  malevolence  from  a  portion  of  her  Miyesty's  subjects 
vhiuh  has  largely  contributed  to  aggravate  the  severity  of  its  trials.  The 
iikct  that  the  aid  extended  to  this  rebellion  has  had  its  source  almost  ex- 
dnrively  from  her  Miyesty's  subjects  is  made  too  notorious  by  the  events 
of  the  straggle  to  need  to  be  ftirther  enlarged  upon.  In  making  this  rep- 
resentation I  do  not  intend  to  be  understood  as  implying  the  smallest  - 
disposition  on  the  part  of  her  Majjcsty's  govemmmt  in  any  way  to  sanc- 
tion or  even  to  tolerate  the  proceedings  complained  of.  On  the  contrarj-, 
I  eheerfnlly  record  my  conviction  that  they  condemn  them  as  practical 
infringements  of  international  obligations,  which  it  is  their  desire  to  pre- 
vent with  all  the  means  under  their  control.  Fruitless  as  have  been  the 
gfeater  part  of  the  remonstrances  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  make,  I 
am  well  aware  that  the  causes  assigned  for  it  do  not  relate  to  the  want  of 
Till  so  much  as  to  the  absence  of  power  in  the  existing  laws  to  reach  a 
remedy.  Bat  admitting  this  to  be  the  case,  if  an  injury  be  inflicted  upon 
aniunocent  friendly  nation,  it  surely  cannot  be  a  satisfactory  reply  to  its 
complaints  to  say  that  the  government,  having  the  will,  is  not  also  clothed 
with  the  necessary  powers  to  make  reparation  for  tfae  past  aod  ettiactive 
jvevention  for  the  foture. 

Eaving  thus  acquitted  myself  of  the  painful  duty  of  recapitulating  the 
points  I  am  instmcted  by  my  government  to  present,  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the  evidence  of  the  last  and  gravest 
act  of  inteationat  hostility  yet  committed.  It  is  the  construction  and 
eqoipment  of  a  steam  vessel  of  war,  of  the  most  formidable  kind  now 
known,  in  the  port  of  Liverpool.  All  the  appliances  of  British  skill  to 
the  arts  of  destraction  apiiear  to  have  lK«n  resta^d  to  for  the  purpose 
of  doiug  injnry  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The  very  construc- 
tion of  such  a  vessd,  in  a  conntrj-  itself  in  ft  state  of  profound  peace,  with- 
oat  any  explanation  of  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied,  is  calcu- 
lated to  excite  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  those  involved  in  a  contest  where 
only  it  could  be  expected  to  be  made  of  nse.  But  when  it  farther  appears 
(hat  it  is  constructed  by  parties  who  have  been  already  proved  to  have 
furnished  one  vessel  of  war  to  the  insurgents  in  America,  and  who  are 
now  shown  to  be  acting  in  co-operation  with  their  well-known  agents  on 
the  spot  in  the  preparation  of  that  now  in  question,  it  is  not  unnatural  that 
such  proceedings  should  be  regarded  by  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States  with  the  greatest  alarm,  as  virtually  tantamount  to  a 
participation  in  the  war  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  a  degree 
which,  if  not  seasonably  prevented,  cannot  fail  to  endanger  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  botli  conntries.  I  trust  I  need  not  assure  your  lordship 
how  deeply  concerned  is  the  government  which  I  have  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent in  the  view  of  any  sneh  possibility,  and  how  earnestly  it  hopea 
that  her  Majesty's  government,  having  the  will,  may  find  itself  likewise 
vested  with  the  needful  power  to  guard  against  any  such  oocnrrence. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  higheat  ecm- 
rtderation  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  lordship's  obedient 

"^^  CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  t&c,  lic.,  etc. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 


'  3s8.  ENFOECEMENT  OF  NEUTBALITT. 

Mr.  Ihi^ey  to  Mr.  AdaTtis. 

United  States  Consclate, 

Liverjmolf  July  8, 1863. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  au  application,  by  me 
made  yesterday,  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  to  stop  the 
iron-clad  ram  building  for  the  insurgents  iu  the  United  States  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  and  launched  from  their  yard  on  Saturday 
last ;  also  copies  of  William  H.  BusselPs,  Joseph  Ellis's,  Clarence  S- 
Touge's,  G.  T.  Chapman's,  and  my  own  aftidavit^  upon  which  the  appli- 
cation was  based.  The,  afSdavits  vveie  made  before,  and  the  oiiginals  lelJt 
with,  the  said  collector. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servaut, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Chablbs  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  Mimater,  <£c.,  £c. 


Mr.  DudUy  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

I,  the  undersized,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  for  the  United 
States  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do 
hereby  apply  to  yon,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  seisse  and  detain  an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  of  war, 
launched  from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  instant,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid,  with  her 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  with  all  the  materials,  arms,  ammunitiou, 
and  stores  which  may  belong  to  or  beon  boiird  of  tiie  said  vessel,  pursuant 
to  the  power  given  to  yon  in  that  behalf  by  the  7th  section  of  the  act 
of  Parliament,  (59  George  III,  c.  69,)  on  the  ground  that  said  vessel  is 
being  equipped,  ftimished,  fitted  ont,  and  armed,  in  order  that  such  ves- 
sel shall  beemployetl  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exorcise 
the  power  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
and  with  the  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  gov'ern- 
menther  Majesty  the  Qneen  is  not  now  at  war. 

Dated  Jaly  7,  1863. 

T.  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samitbl  Price  Edwards,    , 

OoUeetor  of  Custotas,  Liverpool. 


D^oaitiotis  of  W.  ff.  Russell  and  Joseph  Ellis. 

We,  William  Hayden  Russell,  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  master  mariiier,  now  at  LiverjMKd,  iu 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  England,  and  Joseph  Ellis,  of  No.  Itil  Atiiol 
street,  in  Liverpool,  aforesaid,  master  shipwright,  ;iiake  oath  and  say  as 
follows : 

1.  I,  the  said  William  Hayden  E.ufisell,  for  myself  say,  I  have  been  in 
command  of  American  merchant  vessels  for  the  last  thirtj-  years,  and 
for  the  last  eighteen  years  I  have  commanded  pa<;ket  ships  trailing 
between  New  York  and  Liverpool;  I  have  frequently  been  on i board 
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British  and  American  vessels  of  war  of  all  daises,  and  I  am  well 
aoinaiuted  with  their  mode  of  construction. 

2.  I,  the  said  Joseph  Eilis,  for  myself  say,  I  have  been  regularly 
broaght  up  to  the  boaiuess  of  a  shipwright,  and  I  have  assisted  iu  the 
coustraution  of  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 

3.  And  we,  the  said  William  Hayden  Bussell  and  Joseph  Ellis,  for 
ODTselves  say  as  follows: 

On  Saturday  last,  the  4th  day  of  July  iustaut-,  we  were  present  in  the 
ship-bnildiug  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  aud  Company,  at  Birkeuhead,  when 
an  iron-clad  steam  vessel  built  by  them  waa  launched. 

4.  The  vessel  in  question  was  one  of  the  LronKilad  steam  vessels  built 
alongside  of  each  other,  at  the  southern  end  of  the  yard,  and  which  ap- 
pealed to  be  in  all  material  respects  similar  to  each  other. 

5.  Before  the  said  vessel  was  launched  we  carefully  examined  her 
externally.  We  walked  along  the  whole  length  of  the  vessel  within 
seven  or  eight  yards  of  her,  and  saw  the  whole  structure  of  the  vessel 
from  the  keel  upwards. 

6.  The  said  vessel  is,  to  the  beatof  our  judgment,  about  two  hundred 
ftud  thirty  feet  long,  with  from  thirty-eight  to  forty  feet  beam.  She  is 
covered  with  iron  plates  from  the  point  of  a  ram,  or  piercer,  projecting 
from  her  stem  to  within  about  twenty  feet  from  her  stem.  We  saw  an 
iron  plate,  which  one  of  the  foremen  in  the  yard  informed  ua  waa  pre- 
ymed  for  the  other  of  the  said  iron-clad  vessels,  and  similar  to  the 
plates  upon  the  vessel  which  we  saw  launched.  The  thickness  of  such 
plate  was  about  four  and  one-half  inches.  The  said  vessel  had  a  space 
St  the  stem  covered  over  with  an  iron-plated  house  of  great  strength, 
aod  there  was  a  large  space  forward,  apparently  intended  for  a  fore- 
castle, which  was  al^  covered  with  a  similar  iron  house. 

7.  The  ram  or  piercer  which  we  have  mentioned  is  a  prolongation  of 
the  stem  of  the  vessel,  projecting  about  seven  feet  from  a  perpendicular 
line  drawn  from  the  upper  part  of  the  stem.  It  is  of  immense  strength, 
and  is  so  placed  that  when  the  vessel  ia  in  sea-going  trim,  with  her  en- 
gines and  stores  on  board,  the  upper  part  of  it  would  be,  as  far  as  we 
can  judge,  two  or  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

&  On  the  quay,  near  the  said  vessel,  aud  also  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Com- 
pany's yard,  we  saw  two  circular  iron  turrets  in  the  course  of  construc- 
tion, snch  as  would  be  used  for  carrying  turret  guns  on  boaid  such  a 
vesseL  The  diameter  of  each  of  these  tuiTeta,a8wella8  we  could  judge, 
was  about  20  feet.  The  fiwnes  of  these  turrets  were  of  iron,  of  great 
strength,  placed  about  15  iuchea  apart  from  each  other,  and  they  were 
evidently  prepared  to  receive  planking  aud  iron  plating. 

9.  The  said  vessel  was  built  in  all  respects  as  an  iron-clad  vessel  of 
war,  and  ia  armed,  as  above  mentioned,  with  a  projecting  ram  or  piercer 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  and  sinking  other  vessels.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  said  vessel  is  an  iron-clad  ram  of  the  most 
formidable  description,  and  cannot  be  intended  Ibr  any  purpose  but  that 
of  war. 

W.  H.  BUSSELL. 

JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

The  said  William  Hayden  Ruaaell  aud  Joseph  Ellis  were  severally 
awom  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  7th  day  of  July,  1863, 
befraeme. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS, 

Collector,  Liverpool. 


oogk 


ESFOBCEMENT  Or  NEDTBA.LITY. 


Deposition  of  Clarenm  R.  Ywtge, 


Clarence  Bandolpli  Touge,  (rf  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  the  Uuit«d  States 
of  AmericHi,  late  paymaster  od  board  the  steamer  Alabama,  fonnerly 
called  the  ^90,  biiilt  by  William  uid  John  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkeuhead, 
makes  oath  and  says; 

I  know  Captain  Jamea  D.  Bnllock,  of  the  State  of  Geoi^a,  in  the 
United  States,  now  residing  at  Waterloo,  near  Liverpool,  England.  He 
is  B  commander  in  the  navy  of  the  so-oalled  Confederate  States  of  Amer- 
ica; his  business  in  England  is  superintending  the  building  of  iron-clEids 
aud  other  war  vessels  for  the  Confederate  States.  In  the  autunm  of  18SL 
Captain  Bullock  came  from  England  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  in  the  Eng- 
lish steamer  Fingal.  At  that  time  I  was  in  the  naval  imymaater's  office 
in  Savannah,  Georgia,  nnder  the  confederate  government.  Previous  t« 
Captain  Bulloek  leaving  England,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  he  had  con- 
tracted for  two  steamers  for  the  confederate  government — one  called  the 
Oreto,  now  called  the  Florida,  built  by  William  0.  Miller  &  Sods,  of  Liv- 
erpool; the  other  the  290,  afterwards  called  the  Eureka,  and  now  called 
the  Alabama,  built  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkeuhead.  Captain  Bol- 
lock was  about  to  return  to  England  to  look  after  the  oompletion  trf 
these  steamers  and  to  assume  command  of  the  Alabama,  and  w^tcd 
some  one  to  accompany  him.  I  was  recommended  by  the  paymaster  at 
Savannah  to  Capt'fun  Bnllock.  I  was  then  released  by  the  paymasta 
from  my  engagement,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  by  Captain  ^- 
lock,  under  the  written  authority  of  B.  E.  Malloty,  the  secretary  of  the 
navy  of  th«  Confederate  States,  a  paymaster  in  the  confederate  navy,  and 
assigned  to  the  steamer  Alabama.  We  sailed  for  England  in  the  ateaner 
Annie  Childs,  commanded  by  Captain  William  Hammer,  from  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina,  about  the  6th  day  of  February,  1862.  C^tain 
Jtunes  D.  Bullock,  Lieutenant  John  Low,  Midshipmen  Eugene  Maffltt  and 
E.  M.  Anderson,  and  myself,  came  over  iu  the  Childs.  Low,  Matfttt,  and 
Anderson  are  now  on  the  Alabama.  We  arrived  at  Liverpool  about  the 
11th  of  March,  1802.  I  continued  aa  paymaster  in  the  conliederate  navj 
from  the  time  of  my  appointment  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  op  to  the  time 
of  my  leaving  the  steamer  Alabama,  at  Port  Boyal,  in  January,  1863^  I 
went  out  in  the  Alabama  when  she  sailed  firom  England,  on  tlie  29tb  frf 
July,  as  paymaster,  and  acted  as  such,  on  said  vessd,  up  to  the  time  of 
my  leaving  her  as  aforesaid.  Previous  to  our  leaving  Wilraingtoiit  in 
Febniarj',  I  acted  aa  a  clerk  to  Captain  Bnllock,  and  attended  to  his 
correspondence  with  the  c<mfederat«  government  and  others,  wid  from 
this  correspondence  and  other  circumstances  I  know  that  he  is  a  com- 
mander  iu  the  confederate  navy ;  that  he  had  coutracted-f<^  bnilding  the 
two  vessels  now  called  the  Florida  and  Alabama  for  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment aforesaid,  and  was  and  is  their  acknowledged  agent  for  buildiDg 
and  fitting  out  naval  or  war  vessels  for  the  so-called  confederate  govtsn- 
meut,  to  cruise  agmnet  and  to  make  wiar  upon  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  I  wrote  letters  for  Captain  Bullock  (which  be 
signed)  to  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  confederate  navy,  and  saw 
letters  from  the  secretary  to  Captain  Bullock.  There  was  mnch  cor 
respondeuce  about  building  the  two  above  named  and  other  war  vessels 
in  England  for  the  confederate  gov^nment,  and  about  tiie  money  to  pay 
for  tlie  same,  and  those  thereafter  to  be  built  in  England.  From  tiiis 
correspondence,  aud  the  transactions  afterwards  with  the  firm  of  Phwm', 
Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  I  learned  that  Lieutenant  James  H.  North 
bad  been  sent  over  to  England,  by  the  confederate  government,  to  make 
contracts  in  Eughmd  for  building  aud  fitting  out  iron-clad  vessels  tbi 
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said  coafed«rste  goTemment,  for  the  purpoee  of  committing  acts  of  hos- 
tility against  and  making  war  upon  the  governmeiit  and  people  o£  the. 
United  3tat«a 

Captain  BnQock  waa  directed  by  Mr.  MaJlory.  the  secretary  of  the  con- 
federate tta\'y,  in  the  correBpondence  to  irhicii  I  have  seferred,  to  aid 
lientenant  Nortb.  and  assist  him  in  getting  np  and  making  omtiaets 
for  bnilding  and  litting  oat  these  iron-clad  vessels  in  England 

When  we  came  over  to  England,  it  was  understood  by  myself,  and  the 
ot^er  offlcflTB  who  accompanied  us,  that  Captain  Bullock  was  to  have  the 
command  of  the  Alabama,  which  was  then  boitdiiig  by  the  Lairds  at 
Birkenhead,  and  I  was  to  go  in  her  as  paymaster.  I  came  over  for  this 
express  purpose.  From  the  time  of  my  coming  to  England,  in  March, 
1863,  until  I  sailed  in  the  Alabama,  on  the  29tb  of  July,  180^,  mj  prin- 
cipal business  was  to  pay  the  officers  of  the  ctmfedeiate  navy  who  were 
over  here  in  England,  and  attached  to  the  Alabama,  sent  here  to  join 
and  sail  in  her  when  finished.  I  used  to  pay  them  monthly,  about  the 
first  of  the  month,  at  the  office  of  Eraser,  Treuholm  &  Co.,  m  LiveriHKtl. 
1  drew  the  money  for  that  purpose  from  this  firm.  Captain  Bullock  kept 
aU  his  papers  at  Fraser,  l^enholm  &  Co.'s,  and  tnwsacted  his  business 
in  one  of  the  private  offices  of  this  firm.  I  was  in  the  habit,  during  my 
stay  in  Liverpool,  of  visiting  this  office  very  frequently,  almost  every 
day,  and  saw,  heard,  and  knew  what  was  being  done  and  going  oor  I 
also  made  visits  to  Lairds'  yard,  io  Birkenhead,  where  the  Alabama  was 
building.  I  saw  Captain  Bullock  there  at  times  in  the  yard  with  the 
Lairds.  I  also  saw  the  Lairds  at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'b  office  with 
Captain  Bnllock.  On  one  of  the  occasions  of  my  visit  to  Captain  Bul- 
lock, at  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office,  in  Liverpool,  I  made  for  him  a 
copy  of  the  original  contract  between  himself  and  the  firm  of  William 
awl  John  Ijaird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  building  the  Alabama.  This 
eapj  I  had  with  me  while  I  was  serving  as  paymaster  on  that  ship,  and 
it  was  left  on  that  vessel  by  me.  I  also  freciuently  made  copies  of  other 
papers,  letters,  &c.,  for  Captain  Bullock.  Before  we  sailed  in  the  Ala- 
bama I  saw  the  plans,  drawings,  and  specifications,  made  and  furnished 
by  the  firm  of  William  and  John  Laird  &  Co.,  for  bnilding  the  iron-clad 
rams  for  the  so-called  confederate  government;  I  think  it  was  in  the 
month  of  Jane,  1802;  it  was  in  the  oftiae  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  iu 
Liverpool.  Captain  Bnllock  had  them.  Mr.  Freeman,  the  chief  en- 
gineer of  the  Alabama,  and  several  other  officers  were  there  with  myself 
and  Captain  Bnllock  examining  them,  A  set  of  plans  and  specifications 
for  bnilding  these  iron-clad  rama  had  been  previously  sent  over  to  Bich- 
mond  for  the  approval  of  the  confederate  government.  The  Messrs. 
Laird  had  some  doubts  whether  ihe  British  government  would  [lermit 
them  to  build  and  fit  out  the  vessels  with  towers  or  turrets  on  them,  and 
were  going  to  ascertain,  through  the  Mr,  Laird  who  wa^  a  member  of 
Parliament,  whether  they  would  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

Alter  we  left  Liverpool  Mr.  Lowe  told  me  the  keel  of  one  of  these  iron- 
clad rams  had  been  laid  by  the  Lairds  at  their  yard  before  we  sailed, 
which  was  afterwards  corroborated  by  Mr.  Freeman,  the  chief  engineer 
of  the  Alabama,  who  stated  t«  me  tJiat  be  had  been  over  to  the  yard  and 
seen  it. 

Captain  Bnllock  had  made  himself  so  useful  and  efficient  in  bnilding 
wsr  vesselB  in  England  that  the  confederate  government  was  not  willing 
tat  him  to  take  command  of  the  Alabama,  but  required  him  to  remain 
and  superintend  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  iron-olads  to  be  bnilt 
by  the  Lairds  and  others  in  England.  I  learned  this  &om  himself.  He 
told  me  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  the  navy  department  to  remain  to 
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look  after  and  superintend  tbe  building  of  these  very  iron-clada.  He  is 
very  aiuciouB  to  have  command  of  a  vesael,  and  expected  in  the  first 
.place  to  have  the  Oreto,  then  to  have  the  Alabama.  He  told  me.  jmt 
before  I  left,  he  would  not  let  all  of  the  Iron-clads  slip  throagh  his  hands, 
as  the  Oreto  and  Alabama  had. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1863, 1  went  to  the  ship-yard  of  Willam  aoA  John 
Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead.  In  the  southerly  part  of  their  yard,  wndet 
the  sheda,  side  by  side,  saw  two  iron-clad  r^n  steamers  which  they  are 
building  there.  I  beUeve  them  to  be  the  same  that  I  saw  on  the  pliuis 
and  drawings  made  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  and  in  posaession  of  Captain 
Bullock  at  ^e  oflSce  of  Fraaer,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  hereinbefore  mentioned. 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  about  the  matter. 

CLABBNCB  B.  TOKGB. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  custom-house  in  Liverpool,  this  6th  day  of 
April,  1863. 

S.  PRICE  EDWAEDS. 


D^iition  of  George  T.  Chapman. 
I,  George  Temple  Ghapmau,  of  !N'ew  Yoi^,  in  the  Umted  States  of 
America,  but  now  at  Liverpool,  in  tJie  county  of  Laacaater,  geutleinati, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  lu  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last  I  had  an  occasion  to 
call  at  Messrs.  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s  office,  in  Liverpool,  to  see  C^ 
tiiin  Bullock,  whom  I  had  known  formerly  in  the  GnitM  States.  Cap- 
ttiiu  Bullock  was  not  in  when  I  first  called  at  the  office,  but  I  saw  Mr. 
Pridleau,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Oo^ 
and  had  some  conversation  with  him.  In  the  course  of  such  conver- 
sation Mr.  Pridleau  told  me  that  his  firm  were  the  financial  agents  for 
the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  that  I  might  apeak  with  him  in 
perfect  safety  on  anything  connected  wiUi  the  South,  as  the  whole  of 
bis  establishment  were  in  the  confederate  interest.  I  noticed  that  there 
was  a  confederate  dag  displayed  in  the  office.  On  this  occasion  1  handed 
to  Mr.  Pridleau  some  letters  which  had  been  given  to  me  by  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Randolph  Yonge,  who,  Mr.  Pridleau  told  me,  had  been  Captain 
Bullock's  secretary,  and  afterwards  purser  of  the  Alabama. 

2.  On  the  day  following,  on  which  I  had  the  conversation  above  men- 
tioned with  Mr.  Pridleau,  I  called  again  at  Mcssra.  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.'s  office,  and  saw  there  Captain  Bullock,  who  told  me  that  be  had 
seen  the  letters  which  I  had  left  with  Mr.  Fridlcan,  but  that  they  wen 
of  no  importance,  and  that  he  never  trusted  Yonge  with  anytiung 
iintwrtant.  Captain  Bullock  told  me  that  he  came  to  Liverpool  to  build 
and  procure  ships  and  vessels  of  war  for  the  confederate  service.  He 
referred  to  the  Alabama  and  the  Oreto  or  Florida,  as  two  of  the  ships 
he  bad  fitted  out,  and  said  that  he  was  fitting  out  more,  but  that  be 
managed  so  that  he  could  defy  any  one  to  prove  that  he  was  fitting  tbem 
out  for  the  use  of  the  confederate  government. 

3.  Vfhile  I  was  with  Captain  Bullock,  Lieutenant  John  BandcJ^ 
Hamilton,  son  of  Governor  Hamilton,  of  South  Carolina,  (fonneilys 
lieutenant  in  the  United  Stat«s  navy,)  came  in,  and  I  recognized  bini. 
Ifirst  knew  him  at  the  KavalAcademyatAnnapolis,in  the  United  Stalest 
where  we  were  midshipmen  together.  I  knew  him  afterwards  as  lira- 
tenant  in  the  United  States  service.  He  told  me  he  had  become  > 
lieutenant  in  the  confedei-ate  ser\ace,  and  that  he  came  over  to  Liver- 
pool, by  direction  of  the  Confederate  States  government,  to  assist  Cap- 
tain Bullock  in  the  fitting  out  of  vessels,  and  to  advise  Messrs.  Fraser, 
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Trenholm  &  Co.,  and  to  give  his  advice  generally,  in  the  interests  of 
the  confederate  (government.  The  said  John  Bandolph  Hamilton  told 
me  that  he  and  Bullock  had  »  private  office  in  Fraaer,  Trenholm  &  Co.'s- 
house  of  business,  and  ibM  the  Alabama  was  bnilt  according  to  a  model 
prepared  by  Captain  Bullock,  and  that  Lairds  were  not  entitied  to  any 
credit  for  that  ship.  He  spoke  without  hesitation  about  ihe  Oreto, 
which  they  bad  sent  out,  and  both  he  and  CaptAtn  Bullock  spoke  of 
themselves  as  the  employtis  of  the  confederate  government,  and  that 
l^y  were  paid  as  such. 

i.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of  April  last  a  Captain  Morton,  who 
is  the  overlooker  of  Messrs.  Boolt,  English  &-  Brandon,  of  Liveriiool, 
merchants,  took  me  with  him  to  Messrs.  Laird  &  Oo.'s  shipbuildiug 
y8.nl,  at  Birk^ihead,  in  order  that  I  might  see  two  iron  rams  or  vessels 
of  war,  which  he  said  were,  without  doubt,  for  the  southerners.  I  saw 
the  two  vessels  in  question,  which  were  being  bnilt  alongside  each  other 
at  the  south  end  of  the  yard.  The  hulls  were  complete,  and  tie  sides 
were  covered  with  slabs  of  teak  wood  about  twelve  inches  thick.  In 
the  early  part  of  this  present  mouth  one  of  the  vessels,  the  more  north- 
wardly of  the  two,  had  a  great  number  of  her  iron  armor  plates  &xeA. 
The  armor  plates  appeare<l  to  me  to  be  about  four  inches  thick.  Each 
Teasel  -was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  as  well  as  I  could 
judge,  (uid  the  deck  of  each  vessel  was  prepared  to  receive  two  turrets. 
I  saw  the  turrets  being  built  in  the  yard  near  the  nuns  above  mentione<l. 
Each  ram  had  astern  made  of  wrought-iron,  about  eight  inches  thick, 
projecting  about  five  feet  under  the  water-line,  and  obviously  intended 
far  the  purpose  of  penetratiug  and  destroying  other  vessels.  The  rams 
in  question  were  of  immense  strength,  and  could  by  no  possibility  be 
intended  for' anything  but  vessels  of  war.  The  only  other  vessels  build- 
ing in  the  yard  at  that  time  were  an  iron-plated  vessel  of  war  for  the 
British  government,  to  be  called  the  "  Agincourt,"  and  two  merchant 
vessels,  one  a  steamer  aud  the  other  a  sailing  ship. 

o.  I  saw  the  above-mentioned  Johu  Randolph  Hamilton  some  days 
after  I  had  seen  the  rams  above-mentioned ;  I  met  him  at  his  request 
at  the  Angel  Hotel,  in  Liverpool.  On  that  oooasiou  the  said  John  Ran- 
dolph Hamilton  told  me  that  the  rams  which  were  being  built  by  Laird 
&  Company  were  lor  the  confederates. 

GEORGE  TEMPLE  CHAPMAN. 


G.  St.  GEORGE,  pro  Collector. 

D^ontion  of  T.  R.  Dudley. 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  esq.,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's 
park,  Liverpool,  in  the  couuty  of  Lancaster,  do  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
tmly  affirm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  according  to  my 
religious  belief,  nnlawftil ;  and  I  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and  truly 
affirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  I  am  the  consnl  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  port  of 
Liverpool  and  its  dependencies. 

2.  I  say  there  is  uow,  and  for  some  time  past  has  befti,  a  wnr  carried 
OD  between  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  certain  persons  who  have  rebelled  against  such  government,  and 
pretended  to  set  up  and  assnme  to  exercise  the  powers  of  government, 
styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States. 
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3.  I  farther  say  that,  to  the  beet  of  my  knowledge,  infonnatioii,  and 
belief,  no  lesve  or  lioense  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  hex  Ui^ 

■esty  the  Queen,  ander  her  sign  manual,  or  any  order  in  coancil,  w  ao; 
proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise,  or  at  all  aathorizinf^an; 
person  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  equip,  fnmi8b,lit 
out,  or  arm  ships  or  vessels^  with  intent  or  in  order  that  eneh  ship  or 
vessel  shall  be  employed  m  the  service  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
Stated  to  cruise  or  commit  hostilitiea  against  the  goTerament  and  people 
of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and  that  her  Mi^eaty  \b  notnov 
at  war  with  tiie  said  United  States. 

4.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  govemm^it  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  two  vessels  of  war.  One  of  them,  named 
the  Oreto,  uow  called  the  Florida,  was  bnilt  by  Messrs.  W.  C.  Mill»  & 
Sons,  of  Liverpool,  and  another,  the  Alabama,  by  Measrs.  Laird  &  Co.; 
and  they  have  be^  employed  by  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States 
against  the  government  and  ^leople  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
the  war  that  is  now  going  on ;  and  atitiaments  and  war  crews  for  both 
the  said  vessels  went  out  in  them,  or  were  sent  out  from  England  to 
meet  the  ships  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on  board  of  them.  Ou  the 
4th  of  the  present  month  of  July  another  vessel  built  by  the  said  Messrs. 
Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam  ratn,  aud,  as  this 
deponent  verily  beJieves,  bnilt  and  intended,  for  a  vessel  of  war,  vas 
launched  by  them  &om  their  shipbuUding  yard  at  Birkenhead,  and 
such  vessel  is  now  at  Birkenhead,  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Irelaud. 

5.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  George  Temple  Chapman, 
sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  Jnne  last,  of  Clarence  Ruidolpb  Yonge,  sironi 
on  the  6th  day  of  April  last,  and  of  WiUiam  Haydeu  Bussell  and  JoseiA 
Ellis,  sworn  the  7th  day  of  July  instant,  aud  I  say  that  &om  the  facts 
there  spoken  to,  and  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  aforesaid,!  x'eiil; 
believe  and  say  that  the  said  vessel  above  mentioned  is  being  eqnipped, 
armed,  and  fitted  out  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  said  vessel  ^all 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the 
jiower  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
and  with  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  tiiQ  govemment 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUBLET. 
Affirmed  before  me,  at  the  custom-boose,  Liverpool,  in  the  coonty  of 
Lancaster,  the  7th  day  of  July,  1863. 

S.  PRICE  EDWARDS,  CoUecU>r. 


Earl  Btmeti  to  Mr.  Adams.  ' 

PoREiaN  Office,  July  13, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  instant,  and  I  have  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in 
commanicating  with  the  proper  departments  of  her  M^esty's  govern- 
ment relative  to  the  steam  vessel  of  war  which  is  stated  to  be  in  process 
of  construction  at  Liverpool,  in  order  that  such  steps  may  be  taken  in 
the  matter  as  can  be  le^Uy  and  properly  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL 
CHA.BI.&S  I^ANcis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfic,  £c.,  <£&  (^^oi^-^oIp 
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Mr.  Dudles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  111.]  TJhitbd  States  Consttlatb, 

Liverpool,  J«iy  16, 1863. 

8nt :  Referring  to  dispatch  107,  and  the  application  made  hy  me  to 
'  the  collector  at  Liveri>ool,  to  atop  the  iron-clad  steam  rain,  hiiilding  by 
tlie  Messrs.  Lairda,  at  Birkenhead,  for  the  rebel  government,  wliich  ivas 
launched  from  their  yard  on  the  4tn  instant.  I  now  inclose  yon  eopiea  of 
two  additional  afttdavits,*  one  of  John  Brady,  made  on  the  11th  instant, 
the  other  of  Austin  J.  Hand,  made  yesterday ;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter" 
addressed  by  me  yesterday  to  the  collector,  inclosing  the  last  named 
Ritidnvit  I  forward  copies  of  these  affidavits  to  Minister  Adams,  to  be 
laid  before  Earl  Knssell. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  visit  at  tiie  costoin-house  yesterday,  I  had  a 
coQversalion  with  S.  Price  Edwards,  about  these  two  rams.  He  was 
verj'  guarded,  and  said  he  had  no  official  information,  but  that  be  knew 
the  government  had  been  informed  by  the  parties,  that  the  vessels  were 
Dot  intended  for  the  inaurgpnta,  but  were  building  for  one  of  the  Euro- 
pean governments.  I  asked  him  for  which,  be  said  either  for  Egypt  or 
Turkey.  Upon  my  citlling  this  in  question,  and  stating  my  ilrm  belief 
that  ttiey  were  for  the  confederates,  he  niformed  me  that  he  gave 
full  credence  to  what  the  Lairda  said  about  them.  I  replied  that  the 
Lairds  informed  General  Burgoyue  that  the  Alabama  was  for  the  Span- 
ish government,  when  they,  and  everybody  else  knew,  aa  they  do  now 
ia  the  case  of  these  two  rams,  that  they  are  for  the  confederate  goveni- 
ment. 

I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  infer  from  this  conversation  that  the  Lairds 
have  been  to  the  government  and  made  some  explanations,  and  that 
nothing  will  be  done  to  atop  theae  vessels.  I  learned  from  one  of  the 
workmen  that  the  masts  are  in,  that  they  are  putting  U]i  the  rigging, 
covering  the  deck  with  iron  plates,  and  placing  in  the  machinery  as  fivst 
08  possible.  lie  thought  she  would  be  ready  for  sea  in  three  weeks. 
They  have  not  got  the  turrets,  in  as  yet,  but  they  are  made  and  in  the 
yard  ready  to  be  placed  on  board.  They  are  placing  the  armor-plates  on 
the  other  ram.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  she  would  be  ready  to  launch 
iu  five  or  six  weeks. 

I  am,  sir,  very  rcspectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  WiLLiiK  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  113.]  Uhitbd  States  Coksulate, 

Liverpool,  July  17,  1863.     ' 
8lK:  •*•••••• 

If  the  rams  building  by  the  Lairds  get  out,  they  will  give  ns 
much  trouble.  I  regard  them  as  the  most  formidable  and  dangerous 
vessds  afloat.  No  time  should  be  lost  in  making  preparations  to  meet 
them.    They  will  be  fost  sailers,  making  thirteen  knots  per  hour,  armed 

*  For  ftOdavita  Bee  diipatch  from  Hr.  AcUma  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  450.  ivly  84,  las^Mri. , 
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with  the  lieaviest  and  most  improved  ^na,  and  ^most,  if  not  qnite, 
invulneraMe.  The  collector  told  me,  day  before  yesterday,  thut  the  con- 
tract price  for  building  each  of  them  was  two  hnndred  and  twenty-flTe 
thotuand  ponoda  steriing.  This  he  no  doubt  got  from  Lairds  themselves, 
as  be  sees  and  talks  with  th^n ;  at  least  I  infer  so  from  the  way  lie 
talks  tome. 

I  am,  BUT,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WmLiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


[From  Biitisb  Bine  Book  "North  America,"  No.  5, 1364,  p.  9.] 

No.  4. 

Earl  Butselt  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  July  17, 1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  further  depositions  respecting  the  steam- vessel  of 
war  which  is  alleged  to  be  fitting  out  against  the  United  States  at  the 
port  of  Liverpool ;  and  T  hhve  to  state  to  yon  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in 
commnnicaf  ing  on  the  subject  with  the  proper  department  of  her  M^eetj's 
government. 

I  am,  &c, 

EUSSELL 


Jlfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

'So.  459.]  Legation  op  the  United  States. 

London,  July  24, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Russell 
of  the  l(Jth  instant,  together  with  two  more  depositions  relating  to  the 
iron-clad  vessel  launched  from  the  yard  of  Mr,  Laird.  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  there  is  still  much  hesitation  among  the  law  ollicersas 
to  the  sutUcieiicy  of  the  evidence  to  establish  intention  in  this  case.  I 
have  not  omitted  to  convey  indirectly  my  conviction  that  any  failiuvto 
act  in  season  might  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAM3. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eueaeli. 

Leqation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  J1U9  16, 1863, 
My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideratioD  copies 
of  two  more  a^Bda^its,  in  addition  to  those  already  sent  with  my  note  of 
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tlie  11th  instant,  relating  t«  the  war  vease]  now  believed  to  be  fitting  ont 
against  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  pray  your  lordship  tL>  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &o. 

OHAKLEa  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  'Russell,  (£o.,  i£c.,  ticc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

Uhited  States  Coksulate, 

Liverpool,  July  15, 1863. 
Sm :  Referring  to  the  application  that  I  made  to  you  on  the  7th  instant 
to  stop  the  iron-clnd  ram  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  insurgents 
in  the  United  States,  and  which  •was  laimched  ou  tlie  4th  instant,  in 
addition  to  the  attiilavit  I  then  submitted  to  you,  and  that  of  Joseph 
Brady,  on  the  11th  instant,  I  now  aubmit  one  otber,  that  of  Austin 
Joseph  Hand,  whii^h  shows  this  vessel,  and  theother  ram  not  yet  launched, 
are  being  built  under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  James  !>.  Bullock, 
the  well-known  agent  of  the  iso-called  southern  confederacy  in  this  conn- 
try  for  building  war' vessels, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


S.  Pkicb  Edwabds,  Esq., 

Collector  at  Liverpool. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


A^avit 

I,  John  Brady,  of  No.  10  Liviugstone  street,  Birkenhead,  in  the  county 
of  Chester,  make  oath  and  say :  1  have  worked  in  the  shipbuilding  yard 
of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  for  several  years.  I  am  now  in 
their  service  as  a  boiler-maker.  I  remember  the  keels  of  two  iron-plated 
vessels  of  war  being  laid  alongside  each  other  at  the  southern  end  of  the 
.vard  about  the  end  of  last  year.  One  of  the  said  vessels  was  launched 
on  tJie  4th  day  of  July  instant.  I  have  seen  Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard 
veiy  frequently  while  the  ironclad  vessels,  above  mentioned,  have  been 
building.  He  was  very  often  with  the  foreman  who  attended  to  the 
building  of  the  vessels  in  question,  or  with  one  of  the  Messrs.  Laird. 
He  paid  particular  attention  to  the  vessels  in  question,  and  his  business 
m  the  yard  appeared  to  be  to  look  after  the  building  ot  the  vessels  above 
tnentioned. 

JOHN  BEADT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  llth  day  of  July, 
1863,  before  me. 

8.  PRICE  EDWARDS. 

Affidavit. 

I,  Austin  Joseph  Hand,  of  35  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  make  oath  and  say :  I  am  a  caulker,  and  woi^  in  ilie  yard 
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of.Measrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhand.  I  weut  to  work  in  their  yard  just 
before  the  Alabama  was  lamiched,  and  have  woriied  there  ever  since. 
I  remember  the  time  the  keels  of  the  two  iron-plated  steam  rams  were 
laid  alongside  of  each  other  at  the  Boath  end  of  their  yard.  They  were 
laid  after  the  Alabama  was  launched.  They  are  both  armed  on  the  stem 
with  a  ram,  and,  no  donbt,  are  intended  for  war  purposes.  One  of  them 
was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  the  present  month  of  July.  I  saw  tlie 
keels  of  these  two  vessels  laid.  I  saw  Captain  Bullock  at  the  Alabama 
before  she  was  launched,  and  aftierwarda  at  these  two  iron-clad  rams.  I 
have  se^n  faim  in  the  yard  a  number  of  times ;  sometimes  with  one  of 
the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  other  times  with  the  foreman  of  the  yard.  He  was 
there  assisting  and  superintending  the  laying  of  the  ke«ls  of  these  two 
iron-clad  rams.  Od  the  occasions  I  have  spoken  of,  when  I  have  seen 
Captain  Bullock  in  the  yard  since  the  launching  of  the  Alabama,  his 
business  seemed  to  be  in  connection  with  these  two  iron-clad  rams  and 
the  supeTintendence  of  their  building, 

AUSTIN  J.  HAJTO. 

Swem  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  the  collector  at  Liverpool,  this  15ih 
day  of  July,  1863. 

SAM.  PEICE  EDWABDS. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  667.]  Depabtkest  of  State, 

Washington,  July  29, 1863. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  July  has  been  received  and  has 
been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  remonstrance  you  have  presented  to  Earl  Russell  in  regard  to  the 
preparation  of  the  new  steam  rams  is  approved.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  find  that  you  have  thus  anticipated,  and  have  executed  in  so  effect- 
ive a  manner,  the  chief  part  of  the  instructions  contained  in  my  dispatch 
addressed  to  you  oq  the  11th  instant,  and  numbered  651.  Kor  is  it  less 
^tifying  that  you  have  expressed  yourself  in  the  very  spirit  of  that 
instmctioD. 

No  one  can  absolutely  foresee  the  vicissitudes  of  any  war,  especiaUy 
if  it  be  a  civil  conflict.  Yet  statesmen  and  governments  mnet  deal  with 
events  as  they  occur,  and  allow  them  the  significance  they  seem  to  wear. 
I  think,  therefore,  you  will  do  well  to  inform  Earl  Biis.scll  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  the  recent  military  and  naval  operations  jna- 
tuy  an  augmented  confidence  that  the  insurrection,  if  it  do  not  receive 
new  and  extensive  foreign  aid,  must  fail.  Sbonla  it  receive  such  aid, 
and  thus  renew  ita  vigor,  then  the  war,  hitherto  a  civil  war,  will  become 
a  foreign  and  aggressive  invasion.  We  are  sure  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
emmeut  has  no  purpose  or  desire  that  the  conflict  shall  t-ake  that  form 
by  means  to  be  derived  from  Great  Britain,  because  it  would  be  unjnst 
iu  itself,  and  perhaps  not  less  injurious  to  that  country  than  to  the  United 
States.  Moreover,  the  law  of  nations  is  made  up  of  the  principles  which 
are  settled  iu  the  conflicts  of  states..  What  is  done  and  tolerated  in  this 
conflict  is  likely  to  be  acc^ted  as  a  standard  for  determining  what  may 
be  done  and  tolerated  iu  civil  wars  in  other  conntries.  Iu  connectaon 
witii  this  subject,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  an  iustructioQ  of  this  dote,  which 
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hag  been  seat  to  Mr.  Dayton.    You  will  make  its  contents  known  to  Earl 
Bossell. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chibues  Fkanois  Adams,  Esq.,  cfcc.,  (fee.,  c6c. 

[For  dispatch  ft«m  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  ISo.  651,  JtUy  11, 1863f 
see  sabdivision  "  Ttie  Alexandra,"  ante.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

N(k  380.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  July  29, 1863. 

Sib:  Tour  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  Jnly,  No.  326^  bas  been  received. 

The  Moniteur  of  the  5th  of  July  contained  what  is  understood  to  be  an 
aothorized  exposition  of  the  views  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French  in 
i«gard  U)  the  civil  war  now  prevailing  in  the  United  States,  which,  for 
tiie  sake  of  accuracy,  I  append. 

In  this  exposition  his  Majesty  is  represented  as  saying  that  he  has 
determined  to  give  the  British  atbinet  to  understand  tbat  if  Great  Brit- 
ain should  think  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  would  be  likely  to 
pnt  an  end  to  the  war,  he  would  be  disposed  to  follow  her  in  that  course. 

The  President  has  read  this  annomicement  with  sarprise  and  regret. 
The  Emperor  hasnot  been  left  by  this  government  in  doubt  upon  the 
point  that  a  recognition  of  the  insurgeuts  would  be  regarded  by  it  as  an 
nnfdendly  proceeding.  The  President  does  not  at  all  behove  that  his 
Miyesty  would  adopt  such  a  measure  without  first  bestowing  a  carefnl 
coBsideration  upon  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  to  be  executed.  It 
is,  therefore,  made  your  duty  to  make  known  to  the  t^nch  government 
that  in  tlie  President's  opinion  such  an  examination  would  result  in  the 
ctmviction  that  our  civil  war  owes  the  length  and  severity  it  has  already 
attained  mainly  to  foreign  influences  and  aid.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
United  Stat«s;Chat  a  recognition  of  the  insurgents  by  any  of  the  great 
powers  would  bring  with  it  only  new  complications  and  aggravation. 

Ton  will  read  this  dispatch  to  Mr.  Drooyn  de  Lhnys,  and  give  him  a 
copy  if  it  shall  be  desired. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  dc,  <8c,  £c. 


MB.  BOSBUCE  AITD  THE  FRENCH  EMPEBOB. 

The  Paris  Moniteur  of  the  5th  instant  contained  the  following  in  ref- 
erence to  Mr.  Roebuck's  late  visit  to  the  Emperpr : 

"Explanations  have  been  rendered  necessarj-  by  an  occurrence  which 
recently  took  placein  the  House  of  Commons.  Messrs.  Boebuck  and  Lind- 
Bay  visited  Pontainebleau  to  engage  the  Emperor  to  take  official  steps 
at  London  for  the  recognition  of  the  southern  States.  The  Emi>eror 
eipreased  his  desire  to  see  peace  restored  in  America,  but  observed  that 
England  having  declined  his  proposals  of  mediation  the  previous  Octo- 
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ber,  he  did  not  think  he  could  sabmit  a  new  proposition  withont  the 
certainty  of  its  acceptance. 

"  His  Majesty  stated  further,  that  his  ambassador  should,  neverthe- 
less, receive  instructions  to  sound  the  English  cabinet  upon  tlie  subject, 
giving  it  to  nnderst-and  that  if  En;;land  thought  the  recognition  of  the 
South  likely  to  put  an  eud  to  the  war,  the  Emperor  was  disposed  to  tol- 
iow  her  in  that  course.  These  explanations  will  demonstrate  that  the 
Emperor  has  not  attempted,  as  certain  publications  pret«nd,  to  influ- 
ence the  Bntish  Parliament  by  the  medium  of  two  of  its  membera.  All 
that  tnok  place  was  &  friendly  interchange  of  opinion  in  an  interview, 
which  the  Emperor  saw  no  reason  to  refuse. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Smcard. 
[Estract.] 

No.  119.]  Umited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  31,  1803. 
Sir:"  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  iron-clad  ram  launched  on  the  14th  insttmt  is  still  in  the  dock 
at  Lairds'  yard.  Her  mizzen  and  mainmasts  are  up,  and  both  top- 
masts in.  These  are  made  of  iron  plates  in  such  manner  as  to  slide  one 
int«  the  other  like  a  telescope.  Hor  boilers  are  also  in,  and  they  are  now 
at  work  on  her  niachiueiy.  The  turretjjare  flnisheil  but  not  yet  mounted 
ou  the  vessel.  Barnet,  who  is  to  ship  the  men,  informed  one  of  my  men 
that  he  was  not  yet  ready.  He  exi)ected  to  hare  the  job,  but  would  not 
have  more  than  twenty-four  hours  to  do  it  in.  I  am  informed  that  the 
officers  are  all  here  ready  to  take  command  of  Iier,  From  what  took 
pla(!e  at  the  French  consulate  in  this  town,  and  the  conversations  I  had 
with  the  colleirtor,  I  think  they  will  endeavor  to  get  her  out  as  a 
French  vessel. 

I  am,  sit,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Xo.  4C3.]  r  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,. July  31, 1803. 

Sia:  I  transmit  copies  of  the  depositions  referred  to  in  ray  di3pat<!hes, 
No.  453,  of  the  16th,  and  459,  of  the  24th  of  this  month,  not  sent  with 
them  at  the  time. 

I  omitted,  last  week,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarks  made  by 
Mr.  Oobden  and  Lord  Palmerston  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Thurs- 
day, the  23d  instant,  on  the  snliject  of  the  iron-clad  vessel  fitting  out  at 
Liverpool.  Inasmuch  ns  his  lordship  thought  lit  to  give  importance  to 
the  pretence  that  the  French  consul  was  in  some  way  interested  in  the 
matter,  I  seized  the  opportunity,  furnished  mc  by  the  reception  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  consul  at  Liverjwol,  to  apprise  Lord  Rnssell  ..f  t!i<5  facts  as 
therein  related,    ("opies  of  the  pai)ers  tne  forwarded  hen.'witU. 
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It  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  the  government  has  determined 
upon  detaining  these  vessels  of  Lairds*.  I  hoj)e  this  may  he  trae,  though 
it  is  not  in  harmony  with  my  ideas  of  the  passive  tendency  of  the  min- 
istry. In  a  conversation  wliich  I  had  with  Mr.  Cohdeu  previous  to  the 
last  debate,  I  did  not  conceal  from  him  my  scutte  of  the  grave  nature  of 
the  questions  that  would  follow  the  )U8pat«h  of  such  a  vessel  from  here. 
I  likewise  apprised  him  of  the  claims  that  were  in  process  of  accu- 
mulation for  damages  from  the  vessels  tliat  had  already  been  suffered 
to  depart,  a  fact  of  which  he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware.  I  perceive  that 
he  alluded  U>  it  in  his  speech.  The  Times  has  also  since  referred  to  it 
among  the  (acts  connected  with  its  recapitulation  of  the  eveuta  of  the 
late  session. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[The  affidavits  above  referred  to  will  he  found  inclosed  with  dispatches 
from  Af  r.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  Nos.  453,  of  the  IGth,  and  459  of  the  24th 
of  July,  1863,  ante. 

For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentar\'  and  .Tudicial  Appendix,  No. 

29.] 

Mr.  Adatrn  to  Lord  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  25, 1863. 
Mt  Lord:  Having  received  information  of  the  existence  of  a  report 
that  the  iron-tlad  vessel  at  Liverpool  had  been  clttimed  by  the  French 
consul  at  that  port,  and  having  since  iierceived  that  some  credit  has 
been  given  to  the  story  by  the  first  minister  of  the  crown,  immediate 
measures  were  taken  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  fonndation  for 
it  ID  faet. 

I  now  have  tlie  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Mr. 
Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liveqjool,  which  appears  to 
show  clearly  the  precise  nature  of  the  jiretence. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHAltLES  FRANCia  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  <tc.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adama. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  24, 1803. 

SiE :  On  reading  in  the  Times  of  this  morniug  the  statement  nsported 
to  have  been  made  by  Lord  Palmerston  iu  reply  to  Mr.  Cobden  last 
night — that  he  was  informed  as  regards  one  of  the  ironclads  referred 
to,  that  the  French  consul  claimed  it  for  the  Bmperor  of  the  Freneli — I 
addressed  a  note  to  the  French  consul,  asking  him  whether  the  informa- 
tion referred  to  was  true.  In  reply,  he  sent  his  vice-consul  to  assure  me 
that  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the  information ;  that  he  docs  not 
know  of  any  ironclads  being  built  here  for  the  Emiwror  of  the  French. 

I  addressed  the  inquiry  to  my  colleague,  not  supposing  there  was  any 
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trnth  whatever  in  the  information,  but  that  I  might  have  his  aoQiori^ 
for  saying  there  was  none. 

The  vice-consnl,  while  with  me,  stated  that  about  the  3d  or  momiiig 
of  the  4th  of  July,  the  consul  received  an  invitation  from  a  Mr.  Btotk; 
(a  Frenchman,  but  nnknown  to  him)  to  a  luncheon  at  Messrs.  Lairdg' 
yard,  on  the  4th,  on  the  occasion  of  the  launch  of  an  iron-clad  vessel 
The  invitation  came  so  late  that  the  consul  said  he  could  not  go.  The 
vice-consul  was  then  asked  to  go;  and  Mr.  Bravay,  introduced  by  one 
of  the  Messrs.  Laini,  waited  upon  him,  and  pressed  him  to  go. 

He,  Mr.  Bravay,  then,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Laird,  said  he  wished  io 
get  French  papers  for  the  iron-clad,  and  asked  what  formalities  were 
necessary.  He  was  instmcted  on  the  point,  and  then  said  the  mattei 
would  be  attended  to  by  his  brother,  who  had  more  to  do  with  it  thao 
he  had,  and  that  he  himself  had  to  be  in  Madrid  on  the  9th.  The  viee- 
consul  referred  to  a  French,  Paris  directory,  and  asked  Mr.  Bravay  if  ke 
was  one  of  the  firm  of  Bravay  &  Co.  therein  described  as  merdiuite, 
and  he  said  he  was. 

The  consul  or  vice-consul  haa  neither  of  them  seen  Mr.  Bravay  or  Mr. 
Laird  since,  and  did  not  go  to  the  luncheon. 

This  indicates  the  source  of  Lord  Palmerston's  informatioa ;  and  also 
that  some  such  trick  as  getting  foreign  papers  for  the  ram,  under  cover 
<^  which  she  would  sail  out,  has  been  and  perhaps  is  intended. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HY.WILDIHG,  Vice-Connl. 

His  Excellency  Chables  Fbancis  Abahs,  <£c.,  «&c.,  de. 


Mr.  Drtdley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Etract] 

No.  128.]  Uhited  States  Consulate, 

lAveryool,  August  8, 1863. 
Sm :  Colonel  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  navy, 
with  his  wife,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Joseph  K.  Barney,  and  two  en- 
gineers—one by  name  of  William  H.  Jackson,  the  other  I  have  not 
learned — arrived  here  on  Sunday  last  in  the  steamer  Asia,  from  Bos- 
ton via  Halifax.  Bier,  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  engineer  came 
tt^m  Halifax.  Mrs.  Bier  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  Monroe  under 
ao  assumed  name  of  Mrs.  Henry,  and  took  the  steamer  at  Boston.  1 
anderstood  that  these  persons  came  here  to  go  out  as  oflBcers  in  the 
iron-dads  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  at  Birkenhead.  Colonel 
Bier  stated  on  the  steamer  that  he  had  been  in  the  confederate  army, 
and  Jackson,  the  engineer,  that  he  had  been  an  engineer  on  board  the 
steamer  Florida.  Upon  examining  the  register  of  the  so-called  con- 
federate navy,  I  find  that  Bier  is  a  lieutenant  in  their  navy,  and  is  men- 
tioned as  being  with  their  army,  and  Jackson  as  an  engiaeer  on  the 
steamer  Florida,  thus  confirming  what  they  said  on  the  steamer.  I  have 
no  doubt  but  what  they  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  iron-clads. 
They  have  all  gone  up  to  London.  I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams.  The  iron- 
clad that  was  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  has  her  masts  up,  boilers  and 
machinery  in';  and,  I  learn  to-day,  is  shipping  her  turrets.  The  turrets 
have  been  completed  for  some  time,  and  she  can  be  got  ready  for  sea  no 
doubt  in  a  week's  iime.  Some  three  days  ago  I  was  informed  that  the 
other  one  was  to  be  launched  on  the  l&th  instant,  this  day  week,  and 
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that  they  are  both  to  be  finished  and  leave  this  port  at  the  same  time. 
•  •«•••  One  thing  is  quite  certain,  they  are  finishing  them 
as  rapidly  a»  possible,  and  wherever  they  strike,  they  will  be  capable  to 
do  ns  mnch  mischief.  I  believe  &om  all  I  can  leam  aboat  thein,  that 
what  I  have  told  yon  from  time  to  time  is  not  in  the  least  exaggerated, 
and  that  for  speed  and  invulnerability  they  will  surpass  any  ironclads 
that  haveever  been  built.  The  bulwarks  are  on  hinges,  and  so  constructed 
as  to  fall  down  and  lay  in  a  plane  with  the  decks  parallel  with  the 
water.  I  am  told  tbey  are  m>  made  for  a  two-fold  purpose — to  be  towered 
vben  in  action,  so  as  to  give  range  to  the  guns,  and  to  fall  down  when 
an  attempt  is  made  to  board  them,  and  throw  the  men  in  the  water  who 
attempt  to  climb  over  them.  Thns  far  the  government  here  has  taken  no 
steps  to  stop  tbem  that  I  know  of.    I  am  not  sanguine  that  they  will. 

I  MS,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewa.ed, 

t  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  129,]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Avgust  11,  1863. 
Stb:  I  inclose  you.  marked  Nos.  1  and  2,  a  copy  of  another  "affidavit 
made  before  and  submitted  this  day  to  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Liverpool,  in  the  case  of  iron-clads  building  for  the  confederates  by  the 
Messrs.  Jjaird  at  Birkenhead,  and  of  the  'letter  by  me  addressed  to  the 
collector  with  the  affidavit. 

Two  of  the  men  from  the  yard  tell  me  that  the  one  now  launched  will 
come  out  of  the  present  dock  on  the  26th  iustaut,  and  that  the  other 
one  will  be.  launched  on  the  27th  instant.     I  suppose  the  one  that  comes 
oat  on  the  25tb  instant  will  be  entirely  finished. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiixiAJi  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Wilson  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Uuafflcial.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  14, 1864. 
Dear  Sib  :  Mr.  Adams  ia  absent  for  a  short  season  in  Scotland, 
which  will  neconnt  for  the  non-receipt  of  dispatches  from  him  this 
week,  and  which  is  officially  stilted  in  a  di9]>atch  I  am  charged  with 
sending  today.  There  has  nothing  of  material  moment  occurred  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  except  the  apparently  renewed  activity 
of  the  insurgents  and  their  agents  here  in  fitting  out  privateers  and 
blockade  breakers.  In  this  connection,  the  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  a 
nomber  of  officers  of  the  so-called  confederate  navy  lAay  be  deemed 

'  For  tbeee  incloBorea  Bee  dinpntch  from  Mr,  Aduma  to  Mr.  Sewanl,  Na.  477,  Angiut 
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Bigniflcant.  They  do  not  disguise  the  fact  that  they  come  to  take  ser- 
vice on  Ijoard  the  iron-clad  rams  building  at  Birkenhead,  one  of  which, 
it  is  stated,  will  be  in  readiness  to  sail  on  the  25th,  and  the  other  to  be 
bunched  on  the  aith.  The  facts  comiected  with  the  arrival  of  these 
officers,  together  with  a  further  affidavit  procm-ed  by  our  iudefatigable 
cousiU  at  Liverpool,  Mr.  Dudley,  have  been  sent  in  this  morning,  accom- 
panied by  an  earnest  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BusseU.  It  is 
said  thiLt  Mr.  Laird  pretends  to  have  sold  these  iron-clads  to  a  French 
house  at  Paris,  and  an  efi'ort  will  be  made  to  seud  tliem  out  as  French 
vessels.  Mr.  Squarey,  who  was  the  solicitor  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Alexandra  case,  told  me  yesterday  that  he  deemed  the  case  against  the 
irou-clada  mnch  stronger  than  that  of  the  Alexandra  Yet,  from  all  I 
learn  by  rumor  and  otherwise,  I  fear  there  is  great  danger  that  the 
authorities  will  permit  them  to  go.  The  decision  in  the  Alexuidra 
case  has  greatly  strengthened  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  and  they  take 
but  little  pains  now  to  conceal  their  purposes  of  fitting  out  pirate  ves- 
sels iu  England. 

It  is  believed  snch  an  enterprise  ia  on  foot  at  Plymoutb ;  the  South- 
erner has  arrived  at  Cardiff,  and  the  consul  at  Cork  writes  that  rebel 
officers  and  crew  liave  arrived  there,  to  await  a  pirate  craft  that  is  ex- 
pected off  Queenstown.  Oiu-  most  excellent  consuls  at  London  and 
Liverpool  are  very  energetic  and  effective  in  their  effort^  and  have 
doubtless  advised  you  of  all  recent  movements  in  regard  to  these  mat- 
ters. I  have  tliought,  however,  in  the  abaeuee  of  official  state- 
ments from  the  legation  this  week,  that  it  might  be  desirable  to  give 
you  such  information  as  has  been  received. 

Mr.  Adams  is  expected  to  return  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday,  and 
wUl  doubtless  transmit  in  his  next  dispatches  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments that  have  been  received  at  the  legation  during  his  absence,  relat- 
ing to  these  proceedings  to  which  I  have  referred. 

-The  ciurent  of  popidar  sentiment  and  belief  has  been  greatly  clianged 
since  the  arrival  of  intelligence  here  of  the  continued  successes  of  the 
Union  armies.  It  appears  now  to  be  the  eliiefest  hope  of  those  who 
wish  to  see  the  Union  broken  that  the  United  States  will  become  em- 
broiled with  France  concerning  Mexico. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAltLES  S.  WILSON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drovyn  de  Lhuys  to  Mr.  Mercier. 

[Trantdatiou.] 

No.  20.]  Ministry  of  Poeeign  Affairs, 

Diplomatic  Bureau,  Paris,  Augugt  20, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  dispatches  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor 
;to  write  to  me,  up  to  No.  161. 

Inoneof  the  late  sittings  of  the  Parliament,  Lord  Palmerston,  on  being 
formally  questioned  by  Mr.  Cubden  in  regard  to  maritime  armaments 
going  on  at  Liverpool,  spoke  of  a  plated  vessel  which  was  said  to  bave 
been  ordered  of  an  Englisli  builder,  Mr.  Laird,  by  tlie  Emperor's  govern- 
ment. On  bis  |tart  the  minister  of  the  Unite<l  States  at  Paris  concerned 
himself  about  the  construction  of  this  vessel,  which  he  supposed  to  be 
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iateii(le«l  for  the  confederate  goTenimeDt.  Mr.  Dayton  requested  of  me 
information  in  this  regard,  and  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool made  a  similar  a)i{>lication  to  Mr.  Lenglet,  oar  consol  in  that  city, 
'die  asaertion  of  the  tirst  lord  of  the  treasury  rested  on  an  incorrect 
report.  Ko  order  of  this  kiud  haa  been  ina^le  in  England  on  account  of 
tlie  Emi>eror's  government,  and  the  following  are  the  only  facts  which 
could  have  occasioned  the  involuntary  error  of  Lord  Pahnerston.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  mouth  of  July  a  Frenchman  named  Bravay,  calling 
himself  a  partner  in  the  house  of  Bravay  &  Co.,  of  Paris,  went  with  Mr. 
Laird,  the  builder  at  Birkenhead,  to  the  office  of  the  chancellor  of  our 
consulate  at  Liver])aol,  ami  a^^ked  what  were  the  fornialitiea  te  be  com- 
plied with  in  order  to  give  the  French  flag  to  a  plated  vessel  which  was 
about  to  be  built.  '  5"Le  information  was  furnished,  and  Mr.  Bravay 
aimounced  that  he  would  subsequently  be  in  a  iH)8tiire  to  prove  the 
French  ownership  of  the  vessel.  Shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Jjaird  having 
learned  that  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liveri>ool  was  trying  to 
have  the  newly  constructed  vessel  seized,  came  and  asked  Mr.  Lenglet 
to  make  unofficial  [ofticieus]  application  at  the  custom-house.  Our  con- 
sul limited  himself  to  making  known  the  circumstances  of  this  affair  to 
the  head  of  that  branch  of  service,  but  without  making  any  formal 
demand,  which,  however,  he  ueither  had  the  right  nor  was  in  a  posture 
to  do.  After  that  Mr.  Bravay  went  no  more  to  the  office  of  the  chancel- 
lor, nor  has  he  yet  a^ldressed  to  the  ofiice  of  customs  of  the  empire  any 
request  with  a  \iew  of  obtaining  Freuch  nationality  for  the  vessel  in 
question. 

Such,  air,  are  the  explanations  which  I  have  already  given  to  Mr. 
Dayton,  and  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  communicate  to  you,  in  order 
that  you  may,  if  you  are  called  on  to  do  so,  on  your  part^  enlighten  the 
cabinet  at  Washington  as  to  the  true  character  of  this  incident. 

Accept,  sir,  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

DEOUYN  DE  LHUTS. 

Mr.  Mercibr, 

Minister  of  the  Emperor  at  Washington. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  471.]  ■  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Augmt  20,  1863. 
Sib  :  In  addition  to  the  series  of  dispatches  from  the  department  re- 
ceived last  week  at  this  legation,  and  acknowledged,  in  my  absence  in 
Scotland,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  secretary,  I  have  now  to  take  notice  of  a 
further  and  most  interesting  series  that  came  the  present  week,  num- 
bered from  007  to  671,  both  inclusive. 

I  am  happy  to  find  in  your  number  CC7,  of  the  2!)th  of  July,  so 
flattering  a  confirmation  of  the  action  which  I  felt  it  necessary  to  take 
of  the  launching  of  the  first  ironclad  from  Mr.  Laiid's  yard,  in  at  once 
presenting  my  note  of  the  1 1th  of  July  to  Lord  Kussell.*  Had  I  thought 
the  time  woidd  have  permitted,  I  should  have  awaited  your  espe- 
cial instructions  for  the  sake  of  the  additional  weight  they  impart  to 
such  a  proceeding.  ButI  was  fearful  that  any  delay  might,  in  case  of  the 
Q  of  the  ve^el,  be  attributed  to  the  lateness  of  my  notice,  much  in 


346  ENFOBCEMBHT  OP  HBUTBALriT. 

tbe  wajBO  singularly  attempted  in  the  case  of  gunboat  Ko.  290,an 
deternuDed  to  act  at  once.    I  dow  infer  that  my  jadgment  was  corr 
postponing  further  action  under  your  dispatch  No.  651,  as  explained  in 
my  No.  465,  of  the  3l8t  of  July. 

Lord  Butjaell,  like  everybody  else,  is  out  of  town  during  this  8eaB<Hi. 
I  shall,  however,  prepare  a  note  for  his  consideration,  embodying  the 
substance  of  your  No.  Odl,  and  appending  a  copy  of  your  No.  3B0,  to 
Mr.  I>ayton,  which  came  enclosed  with  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

-  yof  State. 


[For  dispateh  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  651,  July  II,  1863, 
and  also  dispateh  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No  465,  July  31, 1863, 
see  subdivision  "The  Alexandra," ante.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  477.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Lc^on,  Atigwi  21, 1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  tntuamit  copies  of  further  letters  and  paiiers 
which  have  passed  between  myself  and  the  Foreign  Office  relating  to  the 
iron-clad  vessels  fitting  oat  at  Liverpool,  by  Mr.  Laird,  for  the  use  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Seward, 

y  of  State, 


Harl  Busaell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiON  Office,  July  29, 1863. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25th  instant,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  the  information  therein  contained, 
relative  to  the  iron-clad  vessels  la  course  of  construction  at  Messrs. 
Laird's  yard,  at  Birkenhead,  has  been  communicated  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

CHABLE3  FBANqis  Adam8,  Esq.,  drc,  do.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  14, 1863. 
Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yonr  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  consul  of  the  United  Stat^  at  Liverpool,  containiug 


L&IBDfi'  IBOir-CLADS.  S47 

fluther  infonnBtion  respecting  moTements  of  persons  belieTed  to  be 
agents  of  the  incmrgeDts  at  tbat  port  I  legret  to  perceive  that  the  pre- 
paration of  the  dangerons  armed  veBsels,  of  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
heretofore  to  take  notice,  in  my  note  to  your  lordship,  is  not  intermitted. 
It  is  difficult  fur  me  to  give  your  lordship  an  adequate  idea  of  the  uneasi- 
ness and  anxiety  created  in  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States  by 
the  idea  that  instruments  of  injury,  of  bo  formidable  a  character,  continue 
to  threaten  their  safety,  as  issuing  from  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  a 
country  with  which  the  people  of  the  TJnited  States  are  at  peace. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  receive  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideratioD 
with  which  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBS  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  HbQ.  EijaL  Bubsbll,  &c.^  <£c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adavu. 

United  States  Cokstlate, 

Liverpool,  August  7, 1863. 

Sm :  Colonel  George  H.  Bier,  a  lieutenant  in  the  confederate  navy, 
with  his  wife,  a  man  by  name  of  Joseph  "S.  Barney,  and  two  engineers, 
one  by  name  of  W.  H.'ijackaon,  (the  other  I  have  not  l^metl,)  arrived 
here  on  Sunday  last,  in  the  steamer  Asia,  from  Boston,  via  Halifax. 
Bier,  Barney,  Jackson,  and  the  other  engineer  came  from  Halifax.  Mrs. 
Bier  passed  through  our  lines  at  Fort  Monroe,  under  the  assumed  name 
of  Mrs.  Henry.  I  understand,  through  a  passenger  on  board  of  the 
Ajsia,  that  these  persons  came  here  to  go  out  as  of&cers  in  the  iron-clads 
now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead. 

Colonel  Bier  stated  in  the  steamer  that  he  had  been  in  the  confederate 
army,  and  Jacksou,  the  engineer^  that  he  had  been  as  an  engineer  on  the 
8t«araer  Florida,  Upon  examining  the  register  of  the  confederate  navy, 
I  find  that  Bier  is  a  lieutenant  in  their  navy,  and  is  mentioned  as  being 
with  the  army,  and  Jackson,  as  an  engineer,  in  the  st«amer  Florida, 
thus  confirming  all  they  told  the  passengers.  I  have  no  doubt  about 
the  truth  of  their  statements,  that  they  are  here  to  join  these  ironclads. 

The  one  that  is  launched  has  her  masts  up,  boilers  and  machinery  in. 
and  I  learn  to-day  is  shipping  her  turrete.    She,  no  doubt,  can  be  got 
ready  for  sea  in  a  week's  time.    My  information  abont  the  other  is  that 
she  is  to  be  launched  on  the  15th  instant,  to-morrow  week. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Chablbs  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq., 

United  Statw  Minitter. 


Mr,  DudUjf  to  Mr.  Hdwards. 

Umited  States  Conbulatb, 

Liverpool,  August  11, 1863. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  the  application  heretofore  made  by  me  to  yon,  to 
stop  the  iron-clad  ram  now  building  bythe  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead, 
for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy,  and  which  was  launched  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  last  past,  I  now  submit  to  yon  another  affidavit,  that  of 
Thomas  Sweeney,  of  Liverpool,  which,  with  those  heretofore  submitted, 
I  hope  will  induce  yon  to  take  the  necessary  steps  (if  they  have  not 
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already  been  taken)  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  sailing,  destined,  as  she 
is,  to  luaite  war  upon,  and  commit  acts  of  hostility  against,  tbo  govern- 
ment of  the  United  3tat«s. 

I  am,  air,  very  respeetfiilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Consul 
S.  Price  Edwaeds,  Esq., 

Collector  at  Liverpool. 


Affidavit  of  Thomas  Strecney. 

Thomas  Sweeney,  of  No.  57  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  being  duly  sworn, 
doth  depose  and  say:  I  am  a  deck  planer,  and  am  now,  and  hiive  been 
for  abont  ten  years  last  past,  in  the  employ  of  the  Messrs.  Laird,  ship- 
builders at  Birkenhead. 

There  are  now  building  in  their  yard  two  iron-clad  steam  war  vessels. 
They  are  sister  ships  of  same  size,  dimensions,  and  construction,  built 
side  by  side,  in  the  southern  part  of  their  yard.  Each  is  armed  on  the 
stem  with  au  iron  pierct^r,  or  ram,  for  the  puri)ose  of  piercing  and  destroy- 
ing vessels.  They  are  known  and  numbered  in  the  yard  as  Nos.  204 
and  295,  respectively;  IJiey  are  each  being  built. apparently  for  turrets. 

On  the  4th  day  of  July  last  past  No.  2!t4  was  launched,  antl  then  placed 
in  one  of  the  dry  docks  of  said  yanl,  where  she  is  now  being  completed. 
Her  boilers  and  machinery  arerin,  and  her  three  masts  up;  the  two  tur- 
rets for  her  guns  are  alongside,  nearly  in  a  complete  condition,  and  ready 
to  be  placed  on  board. 

I  have  talked  with  many  of  the  men  and  workmen  in  the  yard,  who 
are  now  and  have  been,  from  time  to  time,  employed  and  working  there 
on  their  vessels,  and  they  have  told  me  they  were  for  the  confederates 
in  the  United  States,  the  same  parties  for  whom  the  Alabama  was  built. 
On  the  29th  day  of  July  last  past  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Moore, 
one  of  the  head  workmen  iu  the  yard.  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of 
tlie  Alabama.  His  reply  was,  "She  was  all  right  enongli,"  but  said, 
"  wait  for  the  294  and  295  (alluding  to  the  rama  above  mentioned)  get 
out  and  alongside  the  Alabama,  and  then  yon  will  soon  see  the  southern 
ports  opened" — meaning  the  iiorts  in  the  southern  confederacy  now 
blockaded. 

■  On  the  7th  of  August  instant  I  had  a  conversation  with  Captain  Hen- 
derson, the  head  rigger  in  Messrs.  Laird's  yard.  1  asked  him  to  make 
room  and  get  my  son  and  son-in-law  a  berth  on  No.  294.  He  Raid  he 
would  not  advise  me  to  let  them  go  on  this  vessel,  as  Nos.  294  and  295 
were  both  going  out  on  purpose  to  fight  against  the  federals,  and  to 
break  up  the  blockade;  but  went  on  further  to  say:  "If  either  of  them 
wants  a  berth  on  these  vessels  I  shall  find  them  one,  but  they  will  not 
be  told  where  they  are  going  to."  At  the  time  the  Alabama  was  being 
built  in  the  yard,  my  present  son-in-law  was  going  to  ship  in  her,  and  I 
had  a  conversation  with  Captain  Henderson  about  it,  and  he  told  me 
then,  in  substance,  what  he  told  me  on  the  7th  instant,  about  the  t^vo 
rams,  numbers  294  and  295. 

THOMAS  SWEENEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  at  the  customs,  in  Liverpool,  this 
11th  day  of  August,  1863. 

W.  G.  STEWART, 
Deputy  Agsistant  Collector. 
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Mr.  Layard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Augmt  14, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  id  Lord  Itussell's  absence,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  tnclosiug  copies  of  further  papers 
relative  to  the  ironclads  in  course  of  constructiou  at  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard, 
at  Birkenhead,  and  1  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  copies  of  these  papers  to  the  proper  departments 
of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

A,  H.  LAYAED. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward, 

JTo.  338.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  Avgmt  27, 1803. 

8iB :  I  have  recently  had  interviews  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  in 
reference  to  the  two  iron-clad  vessels  now  being  built  at  Birkenhead, 
near  Liverpool,  by  the  Messrs.  Laii'd  for  the  rebels  of  the  South,  as  was 
believed.  Our  consul  at  Liverpool  was  induced  to  thudc  that  by  virtue 
of  a  sham  sale  to  a  Fi-eucbnian  named  Bravay  tiey  were  about  to  get 
out  the  vessels,  or  one  of  them,  as  French  i>roperty,  and  under  flie 
French  flag,  to  be  handed  over,  when  clear  of  British  jurisdiction,  to  the 
confcflenit^s,  their  tnie  owners.  Lord  Palmerston  said,  too,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  that  he  was  informed  that  the  French  goveruuieut,  through 
Its  consul  at  Liverpool,  claimed  one  of  these  irou-clads.  I  at  once  ap- 
pealed to  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  prevent  what  Il)elieved  to  be  intended  a 
fraudulent  use  of  the  French  flag.  He  promised  me  to  attend  to  the 
subject  promptly.  But  he  sai<l  he  knew  Mr.  Bravay,  and  was  aware  of 
the  fact  that  the  Pacha  of  Egji»t-,  with  whom  Bravay  had  much  to  do, 
had  authorized  him  or  his  company  to  buy  ships  for  hun,  the  Pacha, 
either  in  France  or  England.  In  a  subsequent  interview  Mr.  Drouyn 
de  Lhuys  told  me  he  had  made  all  necessary  inquiries,  and  that  ueither 
the  Emperor,  the  minister  of  marine,  the  minister  of  finance,  nor  the 
French  consul  at  Liverpool  knew  anything  of  any  claim  to  such  vessel 
or  vessels  on  the  part  of  the  French  government;  and  that  a  statement 
to  that  effect  by  Lord  Palmei-ston,  as  reported  in  the  London  Times, 
must  have  been  made  on  erroneous  information.  1  then  endeavored  to 
impress  on  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  the  great  importance  of  preventing 
the  sailing  of  these  vessels,  as  French  vessels,  from  a  British  port,  by 
any  neglect  of  the  French  consul  there,  or  any  fraudulent  contrivance 
or  management  on  the  part  of  French  citizens.  He  said  if  I  would  sup- 
ply him  with  papers  or  evidence  indicating  the  real  ownership  and  pur- 
pose of  theso  iron-clads,  he  wotdd  have  some  grounds  to  act  upon,  and 
would  see  that  the  French  consul  at  Liverpool  was  proi}orly  on  his 
guard.  I  therefore  had  full  copies  made  of  the  letter  of  our  consul  at 
Li\'er|>ool,  and  all  the  afiidavits  he  bad  suppUed  to  the  British  govern- 
ment on  this  subject,  and  inclosed  tliem  to  the  depaitmeut  of  foreign 
affairs  here. 

Last  night  I  received  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  a  letter  in  reply,  a 
translation  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.     If  the  statements  by  Mr. 
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Bravay,  referred  to  in  this  letter,  be  trne,  that  he  has  bought  theBe  iion- 
dads  for  the  Pacha  of  Bgypt,  atid  they  are  delivered,  we  will  have  made 
an  important  escape,  not  from  the  iron-clads  ooly,  but  from  what  ib,  in 
my  jadgment,  still  more  importaDt,  from  further  questions  with  England 
on  this  point  for  the  present. 

The  French  governnient  has  in  this  matter  acted  openly,  and  well,  ao 
&r  ae  can  be  now  seen. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTOK. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhaya  to  Mr.  Dayton. 
[Tiaoslatioii.] 

Pabis,  Augutt  25,  1863. 

Sib;  I  have  received,  with  its  accompanimeDts,  the  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  of  the  date  of  the  22d  of  this  mouth  on 
the  subject  of  two  iron-clad  vessels  which  are  being  constructed  at 
Birkenhead,  near  Liverpool. 

Since  the  interview,  which  yon  are  pleased  to  recall  to  me,  a  French 
merchant,  M.  Bravay,  has  addressed  himself  to  my  department,  to  make 
known  to  me  that  these  vessels  had  been  purchased,  through  his  agency, 
on  tbe  account  of  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  lie  claimed  at  the  same  time 
the  support  of  the  embassy  of  his  Majesty  in  England,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  send  them  to  Alexandaa. 

I  have  answered  that  the  ships  in  question  having  a  foreign  destina- 
tion, the  French  agents  bad  no  authority  to  intervene  in  this  circum- 
Btance  with  the  British  administration,  and  that  it  belonged  only  to  the 
Egyptian  government  to  make  to  the  English  authorities  the  justifica- 
tions necessary  to  authorize  the  going  out  of  these  ships.  I  have  written 
in  the  same  sense  to  the  embassy  of  the  Emperor  at  London,  as  well  as 
to  the  consul  of  bis  Majesty  at  Liverpool. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  consideration  with  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DROUTN  DE  LHITTS. 

Mr.  Dayton, 

Minister  of  (Ae  United  States,  Paris. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  142.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Auffust  28, 1863. 
Sib  :  Yesterday  one  of  the  turrets  was  hoisted  on  board,  and  pat  in 
its  place  on  the  ram  Ko.  2%,  launched  from  Laird's  yard  on  the  4th  o( 
July  last  I  understand  tbey  are  itreparing  the  otAer  tunet  to-day. 
••"••••  The  Emancipatiou  Society  of  London  addressed  a 
memorial  to  Earl  Bussell  the  early  part  of  this  week,  praying  liim  to 
stop  the  vessels.    I  do  not  know  whether  it  will  have  any  effect  apon 
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the  Sari,  but  it  seems  to  have  called  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the 
matter,  and  to  provoke  discnssion  in  the  papers.  •  •  •  ■  •  it  is 
said  the  other  will  be  laonched  either  to-morrow  or  on  Monday  next. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Seeretanf  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  143.]  United  States  Consui-atk, 

Liverpool,  Auffust  29, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  the  other  steam  iron-clad  ram,  bnilding 
by  the  Messrs.  Laird,  at  Birkenhead,  for  the  insurgents  in  the  United 
States,  was  this  day  lannched  &om  their  yard.  Iliis  vessel  is  a  Bistar 
Bhip  to  the  one  launched  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  of  the  same  size  and 
constmction  in  all  particnlars.  This  one  is  Ko.  297.  She,  like  her  sister, 
is  armed  on  the  stem  with  an  iron  ram  or  piercer  for  destroying  vsssels. 
She  had  the  English  flag  flying  &om  her  stem^  and  the  French  flag  fly- 
ing from  a  pole  or  mast  at  midships  at  the  tmie  of  the  launch.  They 
have  taken  her  into  one  of  their  docks  in  their  yard,  where  she  is  to  re- 
ceive her  ma<!hinery,  turrets,  &c.  The  machinery  is  all  ready,  and  will 
be  pnt  in  at  once. 

I  mentioned  in  my  dispatch  of  yesterdaythattheone  lannched  on  the 
4th  of  Jnly  was  fntly  rigged,  and  had  one  of  her  turrets  in.  During  the 
latter  part  of  the  day  I  heard  a  rumor  that  she  was  to  be.  taken  out  either 
last  night  or  to-night.  I  wrote  at  once  to  the  collector.  IndosureNo.  1 
is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  him. 

I  am,  eii,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwardg. 

United  States  Consulate, 

lAverpooly  August  28, 1863. 
SiE:  Referring  to  the  application  which  I  made  to  yon  to  stop  the 
iron-clad  ram,  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  confederates,  and 
which  was  lannched  from  their  yard  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  I  now  have 
to  report  to  you  that  said  ram  took  in  one  of  her  turrets  yesterday,  and 
I  am  informed  that  she  can  be  made  ready  for  sea  in  a  very  few  hours. 
1  am  further  informed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Lairds  to  run  her 
oat  to  sea  either  to-night  or  to-morrow  night. 

I  hope  you  will  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  detain lier  from 
sailing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  seivant, 

THOMAS  fi.  DUDLEY. 
S.  Pkice  Edwards,  Esq., 

Collector  of  Cuatoma,  Liverpool.  C""  ,^  ^^  ^  I  „ 

•^  '  '  DigilzedbyV^OOQie 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Eitract.] 

No.  Ii4.]  United  States  CoNstTLATE, 

Lirerpool,  September  1, 1863. 

Sie:         •••••• 

To-day  I  made  application,  in  writing,  in  pnrsiiance  of  the  act  of  Par- 
liament, to  the  cqltector  of  Liverpool  to  stop  the  ram  launched  on  Sa^ 
orday  last.  It  was  based  on  two  affidavits  made  to-day :  to  wit,  by  Jo- 
seph Ellis  and  myself,  and  those  filed  in  the  other  ease.*  Inclosores 
Ifos.  4,  5  and  6  are  copies  of  the  application  made  to-day,  and  the  two 
affidavits.  lucloRnre  iio.  7  is  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  made  last  Saturday 
by  Captain  Prentice.  We  are  still  in  doubt  about  the  action  of  the  British 
government.  They  do  not  toll  as  what  they  intend  to  do.  The  only 
thing  we  do  know  is,  that  up  t<>  the  present  time  they  have  done  nothing. 
All  tiie  e\idence  I  have  is  now  in.  It  is  a  strong  ease  of  circumstances, 
quite  sufficient  not  only  to  warrant  them  in  stopping  the  vessels,  but,  in 
my  opinion,  to  make  it  their  duty  to  do  so.  Copies  of  all  these  papers 
have  been  forwarded  by  me  to  Mr.  Adams,  to  be  by  him  laid  before  Earl 
Bussell.  They  are  both  in  the  same  dock  in  Laird's  yard.  The  one 
launched  on  the  4th  of  July  has  her  masts  up,  is  fully  rigged,  her  ma- 
cinery  all  in,  smoke-stack  up,  and  both  her  turrets  on.  She  is  fast  ap- 
proaching completion.  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  her  going  out  whenever 
she  chooses.  The  armament  will  consist  of  the  ram,  or  piercer,  in  the 
stem  for  destroying  ships,  and  six  rifled  Blakely  guns,  two  in  each  of  the 
turrets,  and  two  iu  the  stern,  the  last-named  what  they  call  here  chasers. 
I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  this  being  the  armament.  Some  tell  me 
the  bores  of  the  guns  are  to  be  twelve-inch,  others  that  they  are  fitteen- 
inch. 

Captain  Maffitt,  from  the  Florida,  and  Captain  Bullock  were  at  Dublinou 
Saturday  last,  with  three  or  four  other  insurgent  naval  officers  in  this  coim- 
try.  Every  steamer  brings  two  or  three.  The  steamer  that  arrived  here 
on  Suudaylastfrom  Boston,  rta  Halifax,  it  is  said,  brought  three  or  fonr. 
These  oflficers  can  be  here  but  for  one  purpose,  and  that  is  to  take  com- 
mand of  these  vessels.  Indeed,  this  is  admitted  by  the  secessionists 
here.  It  is  now  understood  that  the  rams,  if  they  get  out.  are  to  raise 
the  blockade.  I  am  told,  since  the  fall  of  Vicksburg,  that  they  have 
given  up  the  contemplated  attack  upon  New  Orleans.  I  think  the  Florida 
is  here  to  escort  them  out.  She  is  now  at  Brest,  and  no  doubt  will  re- 
main there  or  somewhere  on  the  coast  until  the  rams  are  ready  to  sail. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  WiLLIAJtt  H.  SEWARD, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  486.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  3,  1863. 

SlE  ;  The  only  subject  of  interest  this  week  has  been  the  condition  of 
Mr.  Laird's  iron-clad  vessels.    The  seeoTid  has  been  lauuched,  while  the 

'  For  indoeiireii  6«e  dispatch  from  Mr.  Aduius  tu  lb',  toward,  No.  48li,  Sept.  3, 1663,  p«tl. 
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first  is  reported  to  be  so  far  prepared  for  departure  as  to  bring  tlie 
question  of  stopping  her  to  a  point  calling  for  prompt  decision.  Thns 
far  the  government  has  made  no  sign.  The  Union  and  Emancipation 
Society  have  pre8ent«d  an  earnest  memorial  on  the  subject,  which  has 
oi)ened  the  way  t«  some  controversial  writing  in  the  newspapers.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  lawofficeraof  the  Crown  are  wavering  in  their 
cotmsel  on  the  point  of  evidence  of  intent.  Some  little  dnst  has  been 
thrown  in  their  eyes  by  the  pretence  of  other  destination  than  the  real 
one.  It  is  utterly  Imimssible  to  form  any  opinion  what  the  issue  of  this 
heeitation  will  be. 

I  have  for  some  time  back  leaned  to  the  beUef  that  the  vessel  would 
be  stopped.  But,  as  it  seems  so  doubtftU,  I  concluded  the  wisest  course 
would  be  to  put  in  one  more  remonstrance.  Accordingly  I  have  taken 
advantage  of  some  depositions,  of  no  great  additional  weight,  famished 
to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  to  present  another  note,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAMiES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rwsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  S^tember  3, 1863. 

My  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  farther  depositions 
relating  to  the  launching  and  other  preparation  of  the  second  of  the  two 
vessels  of  war  l^m  the  yard  of  Messrs.  LainLat  Birkenhead,  concerning 
which  it  has  already  been  my  disagreeable  duty  to  make  most  serious 
representations  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  believe  there  is  not  any  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  that  these  ves- 
sels, if  permitted  to  leave  the  port  of  Liverpool,  will  be  at  once  devoted 
to  the  object  of  carrying  on  war  against  the  Uuited  States  of  America. 
I  have  taken  the  necessary  measures,  in  the  proper  quarters,  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  respective  statements  current  here,  that  they  are  intended 
£or  the  use  of  the  government  of  France  or  for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and 
have  found  both  without  foundation.  At  this  moment  neither  of  those 
powers  appears  to  have  occasion  to  nse  concealment  or  equivocation  in 
regard  to  its  intentions,  had  it  any  in  obtaining  such  ships.  In  the 
notes  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  your  lordship  on  the  11th  of 
July  and  14th  of  August,  I  believe  I  stated  the  importance  attacliod  by 
my  government  to  the  decision  involved  in  this  case  with  sufficient 
distinctness.  Since  that  date  I  have  had  the  opporininity  to  receive 
from  the  United  States  a  fall  approbation  of  its  contents.  At  the  same 
time,  I  feel  it  my  painful  duty  to  make  known  to  yoar  lordship  that,  in 
some  respects,  it  has  fallen  short  in  expressing  the  earnestness  with  which 
I  have  been  in  the  interval  directed  to  describe  the  grave  nature  of  the 
ratuation  in  which  both  countries  must  be  placed  in  the  event  of  an  act 
of  aggression  committed  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
Urdt^  Stat«s  by  either  of  these  formidable  vessels. 

I  pray  yoor  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Babl  Russell,  tllio.,  <£c.,  £c.  )0^\c 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  P.  Edwards. 

Septemeee  1, 1863. 

I,  tlie  undersigned,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United 
StAtes  of  America  for  the  port  of  Liverpool  and  its  dependencies,  do 
hereby  apply  to  you,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  3tat£a 
of  AQieriea,toaeizeand  detain  an  iron-clad  steam  yessel  of  war,  launched 
from  the  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at  Birkenhead,  on  the  29th  day  of 
August  last,  and  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid,  vdth  her  tackle, 
ftpparel,  and  fomiture,  with  all  the  material,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
stores  which  may  beloug  to  or  be  on  boaid  of  the  said  vessel,  pursuant 
to  the  power  given  to  you  in  that  behalf  by  the  seventh  section  of  the 
act  of  Parliament  59  Geo.  3,  C.  09,  on  the  ground  that  snch  vessel  is 
being  equipped,  furnished,  fitted  out  and  armed  in  order  that  such  vessd 
shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  persons  assuming  to  exercise  the 
power  of  government,  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
and  with  ^e  intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  govern- 
ment and  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  which  govern- 
ment her  Majesty  the  Queen  is  not  now  at  war. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Samuel  Price  Edwards, 

Collector  of  the  Customs,  Liverpool, 


Affirmatim  of  Tho».  S.  DudXey. 

I,  Thomas  Haines  Dudley,  of  No.  3  Wellesley  Terrace,  Prince's  Park, 
Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  esquire,  do  solemnly,  sincerely, 
and  truly  afKrm  and  declare  that  the  taking  of  any  oath  is,  a^tcording  to 
my  religious  belief,  unlawful;  audi  do  also  solemnly,  sincerely,  and 
truly  alfirm  and  declare  as  follows : 

1.  1  am  the  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Liverpool  and 
its  dependencies. 

2.  1  say  that  there  is  now,  and  for  some  time  past  haa  been,  a  war  cax- 
ried  on  between  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  certain  persons  who  have  rebelled  against  snch  govern- 
ment, and  pretended  to  set  up  and  assume  to  exereise  the  powers  of 
government,  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

3.  I  further  say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  information,  and 
belief,  no  leave  or  license  has  been  had  or  obtained  from  or  of  her 
Majesty  the  Queen,  under  her  sign  manual,  or  any  order  in  council, 
or  any  proclamation  of  her  said  Majesty,  or  otherwise  or  at  all 
authorizing  any  person,  within  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to 
equip,  I'umish,  fit  out,  or  arm  ships  or  vessels  with  intent  or  in  order 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  said 
ao-called  Confederate  States,  to  cruise  or  commit  hostiUtJes  against 
the  government  and  people  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  and 
that  her  M^esty  is  not  now  at  war  with  the  United  States. 

i.  I  say  there  have  been  built  in  this  port  for  the  government,  or  per- 
sons assuming  the  government  of  the  said  so-called  Confederate  States, 
two  vessels  of  war ;  one  of  them,  namely,  the  Oreto,  now  called  the 
Florida,  and  another  called  the  Alabama,  built  by  Messrs.  W.  O.  Miller 
&  Sons,  of  Liveritool;  and  they  have  been  employed  by  the  said  so- 
called  Confederate  States  against  the  government  and  people  of  the 
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United  States  of  America  in  the  war  that  is  now  going  on,  and  arma- 
menta  and  war  crews  for  both  the  said  vessels  went  ont  in  them,  or  wer^ 
sent  out  &om  England  to  meet  the  ship  abroad,  and  were  then  placed  on 
board  them.  On  the  4tih  day  of  July  last,  another  vessel  built  by  the 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam  ram,  and,  as 
this  deponent  verily  believes,  buUt  and  intended  for  a  vessel  of  war,  was 
launched  by  them  from  their  ship-building  yard  at  BirltenUead. 

5.  On  the  29th  day  of  August  last,  another  vessel  built  by  the  said 
Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  and  intended  for  an  iron-clad  steam-ram,  and,  as  I 
verily  beUeve,  for  a  war  vessel,  was  launched  by  them  from  their  ship- 
building  yard  at  Birkenhead. 

6.  The  said  vessels  mentioned  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  of  this 
affirmation,  respectively,  are  now  lying  at  Birkenhead  aforesaid. 

7.  I  say  that  I  have  read  the  affidavits  of  George  Temple  Chapman, 
Bworn  on  the  29th  day  of  June  last :  of  Clarence  Bandolph  Yonge,  sworn 
on, the  6th  day  of  April  last:  of  William  Haydeu  Eussell  and  Joseph 
Ellis,  sworn  on  the  7tii  day  of  July  last ;  of  John  Brady,  sworn  on  the 
11th  day  of  July  last ;  of  Austin  Joseph  Hand,  sworn  on  the  16th  day 
of  July  last ;  of  Thomas  Sweeney,  sworn  on  the  1 1th  day  of  August 
last ;  of  Joseph  Ellis,  sworn  on  the  1st  day  of  September  instant:  and 
of  Charles  Prentis,  sworn  on  the  29th  day  of  August  last ;  and  I  say 
that,  from  the  facts  there  spoken  to,  andfrom  the factsand circumstances 
aforesaid,  I  verily  beUeve  and  say  that  the  said  vessels  above  men- 
tioned as  having  been  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  and  on  tJie 
29th  day  of  August  last,  respectively,  are  being  equipped,  armed,  and 
fitted  out,  with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  saidvessels  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  said  persons  setting  up  to  exercise  the  power 
of  government  and  called  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  with 
intent  to  cruise  and  commit  hostilities  against  the  government  and  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  of  America. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Affirmed  at  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
the  1st  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWAET, 

A»8i8tant  Collector. 


Deposition  of  Joseph  Ellis. 

I,  Joseph  Ellis,  of  Ifo,  161  Athol  street,  in  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
liancaster,  shipwright,  make  oath  and  say,  as  follows ; 

1.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  construction  of  iron-plated  vessels 
of  war,  having  assisted  to  build  vessels  of  that  description. 

2.  I  was  present  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.,  at 
Birkenhead,  on  Saturday  the  29th  day  of  August,  1863,  when  an  iron- 
plated  vessel,  lately  built  by  them,  was  launched. 

3.  The  launch  took  place  at  about  11  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  before; 
the  vessel  went  off  the  ways  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  her  per- 
fectly well  from  the  keel  upward, 

4.  The  vessel  in  question  is  a  screw  steamer,  somewhat  over  two  hun- 
dred feet  long,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  and  of  great  strength,  and 
covered  with  iron  plates  from  stem  to  stem.  The  said  vessel  would 
have  about  forty  feet  of  beam  amidships,  and  she  has  a  space  at  the 
stem,  and  another  space  at  the  bow,  both  of  which  are  covei-ed  in  and 
protected  by  strong  iron  plating. 

5.  The  said  vessel  is  armed  with  a  very  formidable  ram  or  piercer, 
which  is  made  of  iron  or  steel,  and  projects,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
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aboat  five  feet  firom  tbe  stem.  The  said  ram  or  piercer  waa  nearly  snb- 
merged  wtLCD  the  vessel  was  afloat  after  being  laonched,  uid  when  the 
vessel  is  in  sea-going  trim  the  ram  will  be  quite  onder  the  water.  Th« 
said  ram  was  of  great  strength,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  intended  to 
be  nsed  for  destroying  other  vessels.  It  was  similar  in  appearance  to 
the  rams  which  I  have  seen  on  other  iron-clad  vessels  of  war. 

6.  The  said  vessel's  bnlwarks  were  not  completed. 

7.  I  was  at  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co-'s  yard,  aforcsaidj  on  the  4th  day  of 
July  last,  when  another  iron-clad  vessel,  armed  with  a  similar  ram  or 
piercer,  was  lannched  from  the  ways,  on  the  north  side  of  the  ways  from 
whidi  the  iron-clad  vessel  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragrai>h  of  this 
affidavit  was  launched  on  Saturday  last.  Ilie  said  vessels  were,  as  far 
as  I  could  judge,  sister  ships,  and  similarly  constructed  in  all  material 
re8i>ect8.  On  the  said  4th  day  of  July  last,  one  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'a 
workmen  showed  me  one  of  the  iron  plates  prepared  to  be  used  on  the 
said  vessel  lannched  on  Saturday  last.  Such  plat«  was  about  four  and 
a  half  inches  in  thickness. 

8.  On  the  said  4th  day  of  July  last  I  examined  the  said  vessel  which 
was  launched  on  Saturday  last,  and  I  saw  that  she  was  preparect  to  re- 
ceive two  circular  tiuTets;  such  as  would  be  used  for  carrjing  turret  guns. 
On  the  same  day  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co-'s  yard  the  frames  of  two 
turrets,  such  as  would  be  nsed  for  carrying  guns  on  board  such  a  ves- 
sel. On  Saturday  last  I  saw  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Ck>.'8  yard  two  turrets 
of  the  same  description,  but  in  a  more  advanced  state,  both  of  them  be- 
ing partially  plated  with  iron. 

9.  The  said  vessel  which  was  launched  on  Saturday  last  was  built  on 
and  launched  from  the  slip  which  is  at  the  south  end  of  Messrs.  Laird 
&  Co.'s  yard,  adjoining  Biikenhead  ferry.  The  other  vessel  above  men- 
tioned, which  was  lannched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  was  built  on  and 
launched  from  the  a^joiningslip,  on  the  north  side  of  the  slip  first  men- 
tioned in  this  paragraph.  The  said  vessels  were  in  fact  biult  side  by 
side. 

10.  The  said  ship  which  was  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last  was 
on  Saturday  last  lying  afloat  in  a  wet  dock  in  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.'e 
yard,.and  I  endeavored  to  get  to  the  dock  to  see  her ;  I  was,  however, 
stopped  by  some  of  Messrs.  Laird  &  Cc's  men.  I  told  them  I  wanted 
to  go  to  look  at  the  vessel  lying  in  the  wet  dock,  but  they  told  me 
that  their  orders  from  headquarters  were,  not  to  allow  any  one  to  pass 
to  see  that  vesseL 

11.  The  said  vessel  lannched  on  Saturday  last,  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  vessel  launched  on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  as  aforesaid,  are,  be- 
yond all  doabt,  intended  for  iron-clad  vessels  of  war,  and  not  for  any 
other  purpose  whatever. 

JOSEPH  ELLIS. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
the  1st  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me.  ^ 

W.  G.  STEWAET, 

Aaaistant  Collector. 


A^avit  of  Charles  Prentis. 

I,  Charles  Prentis,  of  New  London,  Connecticut,  at  present  in  Liver- 
pool, formerly  a  master  mariner,  and  now  a  merchant,  in  business  at 
New  London,  aforesaid,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  was  formerly,  for  ten  years,  master  of  merchant  vessels,  and  also 


ItAIBDS'  IB0N-CL1D8.  357 

of  whalinfr  vesBelSj  and  I  hare  Been  and  examined  many  ressels  of  war, 
botli  of  wood  and  iron.  I  liave  idso  examined  the  constraction  of  Bev- 
eral  of  the  ironclad  Teasels  of  war  lately  built  by  the  Umt«d  States  gov- 
ernment. 

2.  On  the  2Sth  day  of  the  present  month  of  August  I  visited  the  yard 
of  Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  at  Birkenhead,  and  Inspected  two  iron-cla4 
vessels  in  course  of  constaiiction  there.  One  of  the  said  vessels  is  in  the 
wet  dock,  and  has  three  masts,  the  fore  and  main  masts  being  square- 
rigged.  She  has  a  round  overhanging  stem,  and  is  propelled  by  a  screw. 
Her  bow  is  wedge-shaped.  The  cutwater  is  almost  perpendicular,  nearlj- 
down  to  the  wat«r-line,  when  it  comes  outward,  so  as  to  form  a  large 
projecting  ram  under  water.  She  has  also,  about  amidships,  a  turret 
cax>able  of  carrying  a  very  large  gun.  I  verily  believe  that  the  said 
vessel  is  an  iron.clad  war  vessel,  of  the  most  foimidable  character,  armed 
with  a  ram  or  piercer,  constnicted  tor  the  express  purpose  of  sinking 
and  destroying  other  vessels. 

3.  The  said  vessel,  lastly  before  mentioned,  appeared  to  be  in  snch  a 
state  of  preparation  that,  in  my  opinion,  she  could  be  sent  to  aea  at  a 
few  boors'  notice. 

The  other  of  the  said  two  iron-clad  vessels  was  on  the  ways.  She  is 
finished  from  the  keel  to  the  upper  deck,  and  her  bulwarks  are  partly 
erected.  She  resembled  the  other  of  the  said  vessels  which  was  iu  tiie 
wet  dock,  in  size  and  conatruction,  so  lar  as  I  could  judge  from  looking 
at  her  on  the  ways,  and  she  was  armed  with  a  similar  ram  or  piercer  on 
her  stem.  I  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  she  tUso  is  intended  for  an 
iron-clad  vessel  of  war. 

CHARLES  PREKTIS. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-house  in  Liverpool',  in  the  county  of  Lancaster, 
this  29th  day  of  August,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  Q.  STEWART, 
Aiimtant  Golketor, 


Mr.  I>udley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitractl 

No.  147.]  Ukited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Septemher  i,  1863. 
Sra ;  The  ranj  lannched  on  the  4th  of  July  is  still  here.  On  Wednes- 
day last  she  took  on  coal.  Yesterday  she  got  up  steam  and  had  a  trial 
of  her  engines.  I  understand  their  working  proved  satisfactory.  We 
are  still  in  donbt  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  govemmenL  Eiirl  Russell's 
reply  to  the  address  of  the  Emancipation  Society  is  published  in  the 
London  papers  this  morning.  I  infer  iroja  this  that  they  do  not  think  the 
evidence  which  they  have  sufficient  to  atop  these  vessels ;  or  it  may  be 
that  they  do  not  regard  the  witnesses  who  have  made  the  affidavit  as 
"credible."  The  hardship  in  all  these  cases  is  that  they  require  positive 
testimony  from  "  credible  "  witnesses  before  they  will  move.  This  tes- 
timony we  have  to  procare,  and  they  provide  no  means  for  us  to  obtain 
it.  If  there  were  processes  by  which  we  could  summon  witnesses  and 
compel  them  to  testify,  the  case  woold  not  be  so  bard.  As  it  is,  yon 
can  only  obtain  it  in  one  of  two  ways,  persaasion  or  bribery.  The  first, 
in  a  hostile  community  like  Liverpool,  where  every  man  who  takes  the 
side  oC  the  North  or  who  would  testify  against  the  parties  aiding  the 
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confederates  is  marked,  if  not  persecuted,  is  almost  tmi)08Bitile,  and  the 
last  taints  the  evidence.  I  have  done  the  best  lean;  and  anless  I  should 
be  fortunate  enough  to  stumble  upon  some  unexiiecte<l  testimony,  the 
case  will  have  to  rest  upon  the  evidence  now  before  the  govenhnent.  I 
think  it  sufficient.  They  must  take  the  responsibilitj'  on  themselves, 
either  to  stop  or  let  them  go  to  sea.  The  newspapers  comment  npon  the 
matter,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  place  but 
what  knows  these  rams  are  intended  for  the  confederates.  Among  the 
business  men  on  'Change  it  is  the  leading  topic  of  conversation.  No 
one  there  pretends  to  deny,  but  all  admit  and  know,  that  they  are  for 
this  service.  On  the  second  instant  I  sent  in  an  affidavit  showing  that 
on  Friday  last  she  had  one  of  her  turrets  on.*  Inclosures  4  and  5  aie 
copies  of  the  affidavit  and  the  letter  of  my  attorneys  accompanying  it. 
Yesterday  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  collector  of  customs,  telling  him 
they  were  taking  coal  on  board,  and  renewing  my  request  to  detain  tiie 
vessel.  Inclosni-e  Ko,  6  is  a  copy  of  this  letter.  Copies  of  all  these 
papers  were  sent  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  fear  they  do  not  intend  to  stop  these 
.vessels,  but  we  shall  know  in  a  few  days,  for  one  is  now  in  a  condition 
to  sail,  and  the  other  will  soon  be  ready,  for  they  are'  pushing  her  with 
all  possible  speed.  * 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  488.]  Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  S^tember  i,  1863. 
Sib:  I  transmit  the  copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  me  this  day  to  Lord 
Bussell,  transmitting  another  deposition  received  from  Mr.  Dudley,  re- 
lating to  the  preparation  for  departure  of  the  iron-clad  ram  from  Liver- 
pool. 

I  think  that  with  this  I  have  done  all  that  fells  within  my  province  to 
prevent  the  government  here  from  permitting  this  injurious  act.  The 
responsibiUty  for  ihs  consequences  of  it  must  now  rest  ou  them.  From 
the  terms  of  a  leading  article  iu  the  Globe  of  last  evening^  as  well  as  the 
printed  answer  of  Lord  Bassell  to  the  memorial  of  the  Union  and  Eman- 
cipation Committee,  I  much  fear  that  they  have  fallen  on  the  feeblest 
poUcy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAifCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bustell. 

LEaATION  OF  THE  UKITED  STATES, 

London,  S^tember  4,  1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  papers  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
•  For  inclosniw  see  Uispatcli  from  Mr.  Adaios  to  Mr.  Soward,  No.  488,  September  4, 
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pool,  relating  to  the  pieparation  for  immediate  deportare  of  the  st«am 
vessel  fitting  out  at  that  plac«  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against 
the  govemment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

Begging  your  lordship's  permission  here  to  record,  in  the  name  of  my 
government,  this  last  solemn  pioteet  against  the  commission  of  such  an 
act  of  hostility  against  a  friendly  nation,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept 
the  assurances  of  tlie  highest  consideration  with  which~I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAELBa  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Hussell,  <&o.,  <£c.,  (£0. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

United  States  Cohsot-ate, 

Liverpool^  September  3, 1863. 
SiK :  Beferring  to  my  application  made  to  yon  so  long  since  as  the 
seventh  day  of  July  last,  to  detain  a  steam  iron-clad  ram  built  by  Messrs. 
Laird  for  the  confederates,  and  launched  on  the  fourth  of  Jidy  last,  I 
have  now  to  inform  yon  that  intelligence  on  which  I  place  fall  reliance 
has  reached  me  that  the  vessel  is  taking  coal  on  hoard,  and  I  apprehend 
that  she  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time  unless  detained. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
8.  Pbiob  Bdwaedb,  Esq.,  Collector, 


Messrs.  Duncan,  Sqtiarey  di  Blackmore  to  Mr.  Edwards. 

10  Watee  Steeet,  September  2, 1863. 
Sib  :  We  beg  to  hand  you  herewith  another  affidavit  of  Thomas 
Sweeuey  in  reference  to  tlie  iron-clad  ram  launched  by  Messrs.  Laird  & 
Go.  on  the  fourth  af  July  last,  from  which,  we  submit,  it  appears  clearly 
that  tiere  is  the  greatest  risk  that  the  vessel  may  go  to  sea  at  any  time. 
On  behalf  of  the  United  States  government,  we  beg  respectfully  to  urge 
upon  you,  iu  the  strongest  manner,  the  importance  of  taklug  immediate 
steps  for  the  detention  of  the  vesstj  in  question. 
We  are,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servants, 

DUNOAS,  SQUAEET  &  BLACKMORE. 
8.  Pbice  Edwabdb,  Esq., 

"  Golleotor  of  Ciutoma,  Liverpool. 


I,  Thomas  Sweeney,  of  No.  67  Crosby  street,  Liverpool,  deck-planer, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  I  was  in  the  ship-building  yard  of  Messrs.  Laird  Brothers,  at  Birk- 
eiihead,  on  Friday  last,  the  28tb  day  of  August  la«t,  at  about  3  o'clock 
p.  m,,  and  I  there  saw  in  one  of  the  graving  or  dry  docks  in  the  said 
yard  the  iron-clad  ram  referred  to  in  the  affidavit  sworn  by  me  on  the 
11th  day  of  August  last,  before  the  deputy  assistant  collector  of  customs 
at  Liverpool,  as  having  been  launched  on  the  foorth  day  of  July  last,, 
and  known  as  No.  2d4.  n  Ca>(>q[c 
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2.  'WbeQ  I  aav  the  said  vesael  on  Friday  laat,  as  above  meDtioned,  tbe 
forward  turret  Iiad  been  pnt  iuto  the  place  prepared  for  it  od  board  the 
said  vessel  a  few  feet  aft  of  the  foremast ;  and  the  other  turret,  intended 
for  the  after  part  of  said  vesselj  was  on  the  quay  alongside  of  the  dock 
in  which  the  vessel  was  lyi^g,  in  a  position  from  which  it  might  be  lifted 
at  once  and  plticed  on  board  the  said  vessel  by  the  crane.  The  vessel 
has  her  masts  in,  and  her  rigging,  so  far  as  I  could  jadge,  is  completed. 
She  had  no  sails  bent,  but,  as  her  engines  and  machmt^  were  aU  in 
order  and  her  funnel  up,  she  is  in  a  position  to  put  up  steam  and  go  to 
sea  at  any  time. 

3.  The  graving  dock  in  which  the  said  vessel  lies  has  direct  conmm- 
nication  with  the  Biver  Mersey,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  caisson, 
so  that  the  watw  can  be  let  in  at  any  time  with  the  flood  by  removing 
the  caisson. 

THOMAS  SWEENEY. 

Sworn  at  the  custom-hoose,  Liverpool^  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the 
2d  day  of  September,  1863,  before  me. 

W.  G.  STEWART, 

Assistant  Collector, 


Mr.  AAams  io  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  490.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Hepiember  4, 1863 — 4.20  j>.  m. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  a  copy 
of  which  I  have  directed  to  be  at  once  made  out  to  be  transmitted  here- 
with.   It  seems  to  put  an  end  to  all  doubt  on  the  subject  discussed  in 
my  last  dispatch. 

Regretting  deeply  the  weakness  that  has  prompted   this  policy,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAu  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 


Earl  Ettssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  1, 1863. 

Sir  :  You  have  already  been  informed  that  the  depositions  inclosed 
in  your  letters  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July,  and  14th  ultimo,  rel- 
ative to  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  course  of  construction  at  Messrs.  Lturds' 
yard  at  Birkenhead,  had  been  forwarded  to  the  proper  department  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  in  order  that  such  steps  might  be  adopted  as 
oonld  legally  and  properly  be  taken,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  result  of  the  inquiries  which  have  l>een  instituted. 

4n  the  first  place,  her  Majesty's  government  are  advised  that  the  in- 
formation contained  in  the  depositions  is  in  a  great  measure  mere  hear- 
say e^'idence,  and  generally  that  it  is  not  such  as  to  show  the  intent  or 
purpose  necessary  to  make  tjie  building  or  fitting  out  of  these  vessels 
illegal  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

Secondly,  it  has  been  stated  to  her  Majesty's  government,  at  one  time, 
that  tjtese  vessels  have  iDeen  built  for  Frenchmen,  and  at  another  that 
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they  belonged  to  the  Yice9X>y  of  Egypt,  and  tliat  they  were  not  intended 
for  the  so-called  Confederate  States.  It  is  true,  that  in  your  letter  of 
the  25th  of  July  you  maintain  that  this  stateiiieut  as  regards  French 
ownership  is  a  pretence,  but  the  inquiries  set  on  foot  by  her  Majesty's 
government  have  failed  to  show  that  it  is  without  foundation.  What- 
ever suspicion  may  be  entertained  by  the  United  States  dbasul  at  Liver- 
pool as  to  the  ultimatedestinatlonof  these  vessels,  the  faet  remains  that 
Mr.  Bravay,  a  French  merchant  residing  at  Paris,  who  is  represented  to 
be  the  person  upon  whose  orders  these  sliips  have  been  biult,  has  per- 
sonally api)eared  and  has  aeted  in  that  character  at  Liverpool.  There 
is  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr.  Bravay's  claim,  nor  anything  to  affect 
him  with  any  illegal  act  or  purpose,  and  the  responsible  agent  of  the 
customs  at  Liverpool  affirms  his  belief  that  these  vessels  have  not  been 
built  for  the  confederates. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  having  regard  to  the  entire  insufBci- 
ency  of  the  depositions  to  prove  any  infraction  of  the  law,  her  Majesty's 
government  are  advised  that  they  cannot  interfere  in  any  way  with  these 


I  can  only  assure  you  that  a  i»iTefnl  watch  shall  continue  to  be  main- 
tained over  them,  and  that  if  any  act  or  proceeding  contrary  to  the 
Htatuto  can  be  shown  by  trustworthy  evidence  to  have  taken  place,  or  if 
any  trastworthy  person  will  furnish  her  Majesty's  government  with  such 
declaration  as  may  suffice  to  justify  the  detention  of  the  vessels  till  fur- 
ther inquiry  can  be  made,  I  will  apply  to  the  treasury  to  prevent  the 
departure  of  these  vessels  till  such  further  inquiry  can  be  made. 

But  I  am  sure  you  will  be  disposed,  in  justice  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, to  admit  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence  upon  mere  hearsay, 
Bormise,  conversation,  and  conjecture,  her  Majesty's  government  could 
not  properly  direct  a  prosecution  or  action  under  tiUe  foreign  enlistment 
act.  A  court  of  justice  would  nevA*  condemn  in  the  absence  of  evidence, 
and  the  government  would  be  justly  blamed  for  acting  in  defiance  of 
the  principles  of  law  and  justice  long  recognized  and  established  in  this 
country. 

I  feel  the  more  convinced  that  such  will  be  your  opinion,  as  Mr.  Sew- 
ard, in  answering  a  noto  of  Lord  Lyons  respecting  a  supposed  plan  of 
issuing  letters  of  marque  in  behalf  of  the  Japanese  government,  says : 
"Prosecutions,  however,  cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  set  on  foot  without 
ttfldavits  of  credible  witnesses,  as  in  other  cases  of  imputed  misdemean- 
ors and  crimes." 

Such  are,  in  fact,  the  principles  of  American  as  well  as  of  British  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  wi^  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 

Ohables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  £o.,  &e. 


Mr.  SeioarA  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

No.  697.1  Depaktmeht  of  State, 

Washington,  September  5, 1863. 
Sib  :  Tour  dispateh  of  August  21  (So.  477)  has  been  received,  and  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  communicating  to  you  the  President's  approval  of* 
your  proceedings  in  laying  before  her  M^esty's  principal  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  the  additional  infonnarion  therein  mentioned  in  relation 
to  the  two  armed  vessels  which  are  being  prepared  at  Lairds'  shipyard, 
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for  hostilities  to  the  United  States.  Notwithstanding  this  government 
is  stronglypredisposed  to  believetheasmirancea  other  Majesty's  ministers 
of  their  determination  t«  maintain  a  proclaimed  nentrality,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  regai-d  withont  surprise  and  deep  concern  the  maturing  of  these 
hostile  armaments,  without  the  lea^t  evidence  of  auy  purpose  to  prevent 
their  departure  from  the  shores  of  Great  Britain, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Chables  Feahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <£c.,  &c. 


Mr.  8ewar4  to  Mr.  Adam«. 

[Extract.] 

Ko.  700.]  Depaetmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  September  5, 1863. 
Sib  :  Yoor  dispatch  of  August  20  [So.  472]  has  been  submitted  to  the 
President. 

I  have  bestowed  the  most  thoughtful  consideration  upon  your  sug- 
gestions concerning  the  importance  of  avoiding  colliaiona  with  Great 
Britain.  Your  observations  concerning  the  importance  of  more  effective 
measures  for  arresting  the  depredations  of  the  piratical  vessels  seem  so 
sagAcions,  that  I  have  recommended  them  for  the  earnest  cousit^ration 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

At  the  same  time,  you  will  excuse  me  for  stating  the  difficulties  of  ea- 
dnring,  without  a  resort  to  extreme  measiires  of  resistance,  the  new  in- 
vasion which  is  threatened  from  the  iwrts  of  Great  Britain.  The  navy 
understand  that,  although  the  capacities  of  the  department  have  been 
taxed  to  the  utmost  for  defensive  preparations  and  maintaining  the 
blockaiie,  they  neither  have  now,  nor  can  seasonably  have,  vessels  that 
can  be  spared  from  the  siege  of  Charleston,  adequate  to  resist  the  for- 
midable rams  which,  virtually  witti  the  consent  of  the  British  Parliar- 
ment,  are  within  a  few  weeks  to  come  forth  against  as  from  Lairds'  ship- 
yard. The  new  vessels  which  the  Lairds  are  preparing  must,  therefore, 
be  expected  to  enter  Portland,  Boston,  New  York,  or,  if  they  prefer, 
must  attempt  to  break  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  or  to  ascend  the  Mis- 
sissippi  to  New  Orleans. 

Can'  the  British  government  8upi)ose  for  a  moment  that  such  an 
assault  as  is  thus  meditated  can  be  made  upon  us  by  British-built, 
armed,  and  manned  vessels,  without  at  once  arousing  the  whole  nation, 
and  makiug  a  retaliatory  war  inevitable  t  Whatever  view  may  be  taken 
of  the  fortunes  of  the  insurrection  in  Europe,  it  is  deemed  dear  in  this 
country  that  the  factious  spirit  which  gave  it  birth  is  rapidly  declining, 
and  the  sentiment  of  nationality  is  developing  itself  anew,  with  an  energy 
never  before  known.  The  nation,  after  two  years  of  experience  of  war, 
has  overcome  the  sense  of  fear,  while  its  temper  is  highly  escited.  It 
believes  that,  thongh  found  unprepared,  there  are  no  limits  to  its  tdti- 
mate  ability  for  self-defense.  It  has  a  press  and  a  Congress  as  free  fmd 
as  bold  as  the  press  and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  You  have 
'only  to  listen  to  the  political  debates  in  any  part  of  the  country,  to  learn 
that  the  United  States  would  accept  an  unprovoked  foreign  war  now 
with  more  unanimity  and  cheerfulness  than  at  any  former  period.  I 
write  this  with  all  the  earnestness  of  conviction,  and  with  all  tii»  con- 
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cem  -wliicli  one  must  feel  who  believes  that  any  foreign  war  moBt  be 
only  inferior  in  tbe  danger  it  briugB,  to  the  domestic  war  which  bo  many, 
differing  from  me,  have  tliought  endangered  the  very  existence  of  my 
countrj-,  I  am  sure  that  British  statesmen  must  know  that  a  war  be-  . 
tweeu  their  coantrj-  and  the  United  8tat«8  is  mmeceasary,  and  that  it 
could  bring  no  resnlting  benefits  to  Great  Britain.  For  the  interest  of 
both  conntries  and  of  civilization,  I  hope  they  will  not  let  a  blow  faU 
from  under  their  hands  that  will  repder  peaceHmpossible. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chableb  Fbabois  Adams,  Ebq.,  &c.,  dc,  die. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  491.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  5, 1863 — 3  o''clockp,  m. 
SiK:  I  have  just  received  a  note  from  Lord  Bnssell,  and  have  only 
time  to  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  you  by  the  ordinary  mail. 
I  have  tbe  htMior  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Busaell  to  Mr.  Adama. 

FoEEiGN  Opfiob,  September  i,  1863, 
Sitt :  With  reference  to  yonr  letter  of  yesterday's  date  with  respect  to 
the  iron-clad  steam  rams  from  Messrs.  Lairds'  yard  at  Birkenhead,  as 
well  as  with  reference  to  previous  letters  from  yon  on  the  same  subject, 
I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  matter  is  under  the  serious  and  anxious 
oonsideration  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consideration  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Chaples  F.  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  (fie.,  die. 


[From  Britisli  Bine  Book  "  North  Ajnerica,"  No.  5,  1864,  p.  18.J 
No.  14. 
Mr,  Layard  to  Mr.  Stuart. 
[Extract} 
FoftEiON  Office,  S^tember  5, 1863. 
We  have  given  orders  to-day  to  the  commissioner  of  customs  at  Liv- 
erpool to  prevent  the  two  ironclads  leaving  the  Mersey.    These  orders 
had  scarcely  been  sent  when  we  received  the  note' from  Mr.  Adams,  of 
which  I  send  yon  a  copy.* 

Mr.  Adams  is  not  yet  aware  that  orders  have  been  given  to  stop  the 
vessels.    You  may  iafoim  Mr.  Seward  confidentially  of  the  fact. 

*JIr.  Adama  to  Lord  Biusell  of  September  5,  aimezed  toMr.  Adtwns'BdiBSfttcbtoHr. 
86wanl,No.  492,  Septembers,  1963, jw«[.  ,    .jkCa>(>QIc 
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Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  492.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  8, 1863. 

9rE :  At  the  last  moment  oe  Saturday  I  sent  yon  a  dispatch  by  the 
ordinary  mail,  containing  a  copy  of  Lord  Bossell's  note  to  me  of  the  4th 
instant,  just  then  pot  into  my  hands,  signi^ng  that  the  decision  of  the 
government,  announced  in  his  previous  note  of  the  1st  Instant,  had, 
under  the  effect  of  my  notes  of  the  3d  instant,  and  former  dates,  been 
subjected  to  a  reconaideration.  It  is  proper  now  to  add,  that  Just  before 
the  reception  of  this  I  had  prepared  and  dispatched  another  one  in  re- 
ply to  the  previous  note  of  the  let  instant,  which  I  then  supposed  to  be 
flnaL  A  copy  of  this,  which  there  was  no  time  to  make  on  Saturday,  I 
now  transmit.  I  need  not  say,  that  had  I  known  of  the  later  course  of 
the  government  in  season,  I  should  have  held  it  back.  Feeling  as  I  do 
the  heavy  responsibility  that  muat  devolve  upon  me  in  the  conduct  of 
this  critical  transaction,  it  is  not  my  disposition  to  say  or  do  the  least 
thing  that  may  add  to  the  difficulties  inevitably  growing  out  of  it  be- 
tween the  countries.  Yon  will  perceive  that  I  have  abstained  from  even 
hinting  at  the  specific  measures  suggested  in  your  dispatch  ISo.  651  of 
the  11th  of  July,  as  alternatives  in  uie  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  British 
government  to  come  up  to  the  present  emergency.  Considering  the 
grave  nature  of  the  issue,  I  have  thought  it  wiser  not  to  give  any  handle 
to  the  pretense  that  resort  to  intimidation  had  been  attempted.  At  the 
eame  time,  I  have  endeavored  to  convey,  in  its  full  sense,  what  I 
believe  to  be  the  feeling  excited  in  both  the  government  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  extraordinary  and  luyuatifiable  vioiations  of 
neutrahty  continually  permitted  in  this  kingdom,  of  which  the  latest  is 
the  crowning  instauce. 

In  regard  to  the  allegations  made  in  the  public  prints,  to  which  the 
Crown  lawyers  seem  to  have  been  disposed  to  attach  consequence,  of 
possible  ownership  of  these  vessels  either  by  France  or  by  Egypt,  I  ought, 
perhaps,  to  have  mentioned,  that  on  application  through  Mr.  Dayton,  in 
Paris,  and  to  Mr,  Musurus,  the  Turkish  ambassador  at  this  court,  I  had 
obtained  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  fklsehood. 

I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  most  extraordinary  circumstance 
attending  this  history  is  the  timidity  and  vacilation  in  the  assumption 
of  a  necessary  responsibility  by  the  officers  of  the  Crown,  visible  through- 
out all  these  proceedings, 

Since  commencing  this  dispateh  I  have  received  a  note  from  Lord 
Eussell,  a  copy  of  which,  as  also  of  my  reply,  is  now  transmitted.  I  had 
been  somewhat  prepared  for  the  intelUgence  it  conveys  by  the  appear- 
ance in  the  Post  of  this  morning  of  an  article  bearing  an  official  aspect, 
to  the  same  effect  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the 
case,  and  the  heavy  responsibility  which  the  ministry  has  assumed  in 
taking  this  course,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  the  expedi- 
ency of  as  much  caution  and  forbearance  as  possible  in  the  treatment  of 
the  subject  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Pot  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  So.  651,  July  11, 1863, 
see  subdivision  "  The  Alexandra,"  ante.] 

■DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Mr.  Adamt  to  Earl  Bw$eU. 

liEaATIOM  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  Septetnber  5, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  At  this  moment,  wlien  one  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  is  on 
the  point  of  departure  &om  this  kingdom,  on  its  hostile  errand  against 
the  United  States,  I  am  honored  with  the  reply  of  your  lordship  to  my 
notes  of  the  11th,  16th,  and  25th  of  July  and  of  the  14th  of  August.  I 
trust  I  need  not  express  how  profound  is  my  regret  at  the  conclusion  to 
which  her  Miyesty's  government  have  arrived.  1  can  regard  it  no  other- 
wise than  as  practically  opening  to  the  insurgents  free  liberty  in  this 
kingdom  to  execute  a  policy  described  in  one  of  their  late  pnblications 
in  toe  following  language : 

"  In  the  present  stat«  of  the  harbor  defenses  of  New  Tort,  Boston, 
Portland,  and  smaller  northern  cities,  such  a  vessel  as  the  Warrior 
Tonld  have  little  difficulty  in  entering  any  of  those  ports  and  inflieting 
a  vital  blow  upon  the  enemy.  The  destruction  of  Boston  atone  would 
be  worth  a  hundred  victories  in  the  fiehl.  It  would  bring  snch  a  terror  to 
the  '  blue-noses '  aa  to  cause  them  to  wish  eagerly  for  i>eace,  despite  their 
overweening  love  of  gain,  which  haa  been  so  freely  administered  to  since 
the  opening  of  this  war.  Vessels  of  the  Warrior  class  woidd  promptly 
raise  the  blockade  of  our  ports,  and  would  even,  in  this  respect,  confer 
advantages  which  would  soon  repay  the  cost  of  their  construction.'" 

It  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  point  out  to  your  lordship  that  this 
is  war.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  theory  adopted  of  noutrality  in  a 
struggle,  when  this  process  is  carried  on  in  the  manner  indicated  from 
a  territory  and  with  the  aid  of  the  subjects  of  a  third  party,  that  third 
party  to  all  intents  and  purposes  ceases  to  be  nentral.  Neither  is  it 
necessary  to  show  that  any  government  which  Buffers  it  to  be  done  fails 
in  enforcing  the  essential  conditions  of  international  amity  towards  the 
country  against  whom  the  hostility  is  directed.  In  my  belief  it  is  im- 
possible that  any  nation,  retaining  a  proper  degree  of  self-respect,  could 
tamely  submit  to  a  continuance  of  relations  so  utterly  deficient  in  reci- 
procity.    I  have  no  idea  that  Great  Britain  would  do  so  for  a  moment. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  fuU  instructions  with  which  I  have 
been  ftimished,  in  preparation  for  such  an  emergency,  I  deem  it  inexpe- 
dient for  me  to  attempt  any  recurrence  to  arguments  for  effective  inter- 
position  in  the  present  case.  The  fatal  objection  of  impotency  which 
paralyzes  her  M^esty's  government  seems  to  present  an  insuperable 
barrier  against  all  further  reasoning.  Under  these  circumstances,  t  prefer 
to  desist  from  commonicating  to  your  lordship  even  such  further  portions 
of  my  existing  instmctions  as  are  suited  to  the  case,  lest  I  should  con- 
tribute to  aggravate  diiRculties  already  fei;  too  serious.  I  therefore  con- 
tent myself  with  informing  your  lordship  that  I  transmit,  by  the  present 
steamer,  a  copy  of  your  not«  for  the  consideration  of  my  govomment,  and 
shall  await  the  more  specific  directions  that  will  be  contained  in  the  reply. 

I  seize  this  opjiortunity  to  pray  permission  of  your  lordship  to  correct 
a  clerical  error  inadvertently  made  in  my  note  of  the  3d  instant,  in  in- 
serting the  date  of  two  notes  of  mine  as  having  received  the  express 
approbation  of  my  government.  The  intention  was  to  specify  only  one, 
that  of  the  11th  of  July.  The  correction  is  not  material,  excepting  as 
it  conforms  more  strictly  to  the  truth, 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
'tion  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
Aervant, 

CHARLES  FBANCIS,ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Bael  Bumell,  (Bo.,  «fio.,  (fia.  '  ^  .tlO^IC 
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Barl  Suss^  to  Mr.  Adams. 


FoBBiGH  Office,  September  8, 1863. 
Lord  BrQBaell  presents  Iub  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  inform  him  that  instmctions  have  been  issued  which  will  pre- 
vent the  departure  of  the  two  iron-clad  vessels  from  LiverpooL 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusatU. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  9, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acfenowledge  the  reception  of  your 
'  lordshii^s  note  of  yesteiday,  annonncing  the  determination  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's government  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  war  vessels  now  fit- 
ting out  at  LiverpooL  I  sbf^  take  gr^t  pleasure  in  transmitting  a  copy 
for  l^e  information  of  my  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  Icn-d,  yoor  meet  obedient  servant, 

OHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Busbbll,  dbe.,  &c.,  &e. 

tFrom  the  Homing  Post  of  September  8, 1B63,] 

El  Toussoun  and  El  Monasbib. 

*'  The  first  exploit  of  these  two  vessels  of  war,  which  have  now  almost 
arrived  at  completion  in  Mr.  Laird's  building  yard,  will  be  to  mn  the 
home  blockade  of  legal  difKenltiee  before  they  are  allowed  to  proceed  on 
their  destined  career,  whatever  that  maj"  be.  Whether  they  can  snc- 
cessfiilly  navigate  the  channel  beset  with  shoals  and  rocks  through 
which  the  Alexandra  was  steered  remains  to  be  seen.  There  is  now,  we 
believe,  Uttle  doubt  that,  under  the  terms  of  the  foreign  enhstment  act, 
they  are  to  be  detained  by  government.  The  allegation  against  them  is 
that  they  are  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  carrjing  on  hostilities  against 
the  tTnited  States.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended  that  they  were 
built  by  order  of  a  French  house  for  the  late  Pacha  of  Egypt,  who  gave 
the  firm  a  commission  for  the  coinage  of  a  large  sum  of  money  in  France, 
and  for  the  construction  of  two  steam-rams  in  England.  The  money 
was  duly  coined  and  received  in  Egypt.  The  vessels  were  in  course  of 
construction  when  the  Pacha  died,  and  his  snccessor  repudiated  that 
part  of  the  contract.  What  the  French  house  intends  to  do  with  them 
18  not  known.  The  accusation  is,  that  they  are  destined  for  war  with  a 
friendly  iK)wer.  They  will  consequently  be  detained,  and  a  court  of  law 
will  determine  whether,  nnder  the  terms  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
the  detention  is  legal,  or  whether  the  owners  can  recover  them  ffwm  the 
hands  of  the  government-" 

Mr.  DvMey  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ifo.  148.J  United  States  Consulate, 

TAverpool,  S^temberS,  1863. 
Snt :  I  ,have_  tlie  honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  by  me  ad- 
dressed to  my  attorney  on  the  Sth  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  two  rams 
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baildiiig  by  the  Lairds  for  the  insnrgents.    The  letter  was  to  aacertaiu 
from  him  whether  everytbiug  had  been  doue  that  we  could  do  to  stop 
the  sailing*  of  these  two  vess^    Ton  wiU  s^  by  his  answer,  a  cop;  of 
which  is  aJso  inclosed,  that  he  deems  the  afndavita  sufBcicnt  to  detain 
the  vessels,  and  that  we  on  oar  parts  have  done  all  we  can  do.    They 
are  marked  N^os.  1  and  2.    8o  f^  as  I  know,  nothing  has  been  done  by 
the  government  to  detain  them.     My  application  lor  the  first  one 
laonched  was  made  on  the  7th  of  Jaly.    To  this  application  no  answer 
has  yet  been  given  to  me.    An  article  in  the  London  Morning  Post,  of 
this  morning,  says  they  will  be  detained. 

•  ■*•••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudlejf  to  Mr.  Sqvarey. 

TJhitbd  States  Ookstjlatb, 

Liverpool,  September  5, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  reason  to  beUeve  that  the  English  government  do 
not  think  .the  evidence  that  we  have  laid  before  them  sufficient  to 
detain  the  two  rams  now  building  by  the  Messrs.  Laird  for  the  con- 
federates, and  that  they  will  not  do  anything  to  stop  their  sailing.  lu 
view  of  this,  I  desire  to  know  whether  I  can  do  anything  more  than  I 
have  done,  or  if  the  evidence  we  have  can  be  placed  in  any  stronger 
light  or  more  effective  manner  before  the  government  or  authorities  to 
accomplish  the  end  we  desire,  namely,  the  detention  of  these  vessels ; 
in  a  word,  whether  you  can  suggest  anything  else  that  we  can  or  should 
do.  Please  advise  me  at  your  very  earliest  convenience. 
Verj-  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
A.  F.  Squaret,  Esq. 


Mr.  Sqiuirej/  to  Mr.  l>udley. 

Ho.  10  Water  Stekbt, 

Liverpool,  September  li,  1363. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  erf  your  letter  of  this  date,  stating  that 
you  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  English  government  do  not  think  ' 
the  evidence  laid  before  them  sufficient  to  justitj?  the  detention  of  the 
two  rams  now  building  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Co.  for  the  confederates,  and 
desiring  to  know  wheUier  you  can  do  anything  more  than  you  have 
done  to  accomplish  the  detontion  of  these  vessels,  and  whether  I  can 
suggest  anything  else  that  can  or  should  be  done  in  the  matter. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  say  that  in  my  opinion,  if  the  affidavits  which  have 
been  submitted  to  the  authorities  are  believed  by  them  to  be  true  state- 
ments of  Ihcts,  a  case  has  been  made  ont  which  would  justify  the  seiz- 
ure and  detention  of  the  vessels.  I  am  further  of  opinion  that  there  is 
no  sufficient  ground  for  doubting  the  correctness  of  the  fects  detailed  in 
the  affidavits.  The  evidence  as  to  the  warUke  character  of  the  vessels 
seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  conclusive.    The  evidence  that  the  vessels 
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are  intended  for  the  confederate  service  rests  mainly  npon  the  afBdavitB 
made  hy  Clarence  Randolph  Yonge  and  George  Temple  Chaprntm.  It 
is  true  that  the  croHs-exammation  of  these  parties,  on  the  trial  of  the 
Alexandra  case,  showed  that  Yonge's  conduct  in  his  domestic  relations 
was  extremely  disgraceful,  and  that  Mr.  Chapman  had,  in  order,  as  he 
pat  it,  to  serve  his  country,  act^d  as  a  spy ;  hnt  no  attempt  was  made 
then,  and  nothing,  so  far  as  X  know,  has  occurred  since,  to  impugn 
the  truthfulness  of  the  evidence  given  by  them.  In  my  judgment, 
therefore,  their  affidavits  in  reference  to  these  iron-clad  rams  are  enti- 
tled to  credit.  After  most  anxious  consideration,  I  must  confess  that  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  suggest  anything  more  that  can  be  done  by  you,  or  by 
my  firm,  to  accomplish  the  end  yon  have  in  view,  namely,  the  deten- 
tion of  tiiese  vessels.  The  affidavits  sent  in  are  perfectly  intelligible, 
and  require  no  observations  or  explanations  to  assist  their  comprehen- 
sion. Further  evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the  ships  I  cajtnot  think 
necessary,  and  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  see  bow  any  tbrther  evidence 
is  to  be  obtained  as  to  their  destination,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  we  most  rely  entirely  upon  infor- 
mation given  voluntarily,  there  being  no  power  of  compelling  unwilling 
witnesses  to  tell  what  they  know. 

I  remain,  dear  air,  yours  very  truly,  (for  partnera  and  self,) 

■  A.  F.  SQUAEEY. 
T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Idverpool. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Eitract.] 

No.  493.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  September  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  department  of 
dispatches  numbered  677,  and  from  684  to  687,  inclusive.  On  a  re-ex- 
amination of  the  files,  I  find  that  No.  676  has  not  yet  been  received, 

The  intelligence  received  here  of  the  effect  of  the  operatiolis  against 
Fort  Sumter  and  Charleston  has  made  much  sensation.  It  seems  to 
be  the  signal  for  a  revolution  in  public  opinion,  which  may  become  com- 
plete if  the  sequel  of  the  military  news  should  continue  litte  the  be- 
ginning. 

Notwithstanding  the  notice  in  the  Post  of  Tuesday,  and  the  official 
commnnication  to  me  of  the  decision  of  the  govemment  to  prevent  ttie 
departure  of  the  war  vessels  at  Liverpool,  of  which  I  apprised  you  in 
my  last  dispatch,  forwarded  out  of  coarse  by  yesterday's  steamer,  there 
seems  to  have  been  a  singular  delay  in  making  the  matter  generally 
known  to  the  public.  The  Times  of  this  morning  contains  a  leader 
predicated  upon  the  supposition  that  no  adJon  has  yet  been  taken,  yet 
evidently  designed  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  something  of  tlie 
kiad  in  the  end. 

Lord  Bussell  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  London  on  Tuesday, 
the  day  of  the  date  of  his  note.  I  infer  that  either  it  was  prepared 
here  by  an  understanding  with  him  previously  a^;reed  npon,  or  that  he 
dictated  it  by  telegraph  from  Scotland.  The  form  seems  to  have  been 
loosen  to  dispense  with  tbe  necessity  of  a  signatnie.       ,■  ^  ■ 
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Bnt  a  still  more  signiflcant  manifestatioiL  of  the  altered  tone  of  tlie 
'govemment  is  foand  in  the  speech  made  by  Lord  Bassell  at  the  opening 
of  the  new  park  at  Dundee,  yesterday,  a  report  of  which  is  published 
in  the  newspapers   of  this  morning.     He  seems  to  have  raflier  gone 
out  of  his  way  to  take  up  the  sabject,  in  order  to  announce  the  policy 
of  the  govemmeut.    You  will  not  fi*il  to  observe  the  greatly  increased 
firmness  of  his  language,  and  more  especially  his  intention  that  new 
powers  may  be  solicited  from  Parliament,  if  those  now  held  should 
prove  insufficient.    This  is,  at  last,  the  true  tone.    I  cotdiess  that  I  have 
more  hopes  of  our  prospect  of  being  able  to  preserve  ftieudly  relations 
than  at  any  moment  since  my  arrival  in  England.    Unless  some  new 
and  imtoward  event  should  occur  to  make  other  compUcations,  I  see  no 
barrier  of  a  serious  character  to  our  continuance  in  peace. 

•  •••••••« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBAIfCia  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WtLLiAU  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dufileg  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[EltTMt.] 

Ho.  150.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  11, 1863. 

Snt:  The  rams  boilding  by  the  Lairds  for  the  confederates  still  con- 
tin  ne  a  fruitful  topic  of  discussion  in  the  newspapers. 

Some  contend  they  are  to  be  stopped,  others  that  they  are  not.  Mr. 
Adams  no  doubt  will  advise  yon  that  the  government  have  determineil 
to  detain  them.  Up  to  this  writing  they  have  not  given  the  Lairds 
notice  that  they  intend  to  stop  the  vessels,  and  they  are  pushing  the 
urork  on  them  with  as  much  expedition  as  possible.  On  the  one> 
launched  on  the  2dth  nltimo  they  have  two  gangs  of  hands  at  work, 
one  during  the  day,  the  other  at  night.  The  collector  has  not  b» 
yet  answered  my  applications  of  letters  to  him  on  this  subject. 

■  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLUiJH  H.  Sbwaeo, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Jhidley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

Ho.  161.]  United  States  Consulate 

Liverpool,  September  16,  1863.  ' 

Bra:  •••.*•  • 

One  of  the  men  from  Laird's  yard,  on  Monday  morning,  informed  m« 

that  they  commenced  to  take  id  coals  on  the  ram  launched  on  the  4th 

July  on  Sunday^night,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  continued  at  it  until  six 

Monday  morning ;  that  Ota  ram  was  to  come  ont  of  her  dock  in  liOird's 

21  A  0— TOL.  u  ^ 
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yard  that  day,  vae  to  go  oa  a  trial  trip  in  the  Bame  way  as  &e  Alabama 
did,  and  never  retam  to  this  port. 

I  thought  it  best  to  give  the  information  to  the  collector,  and  accord- 
ingly addressed  him  a  not«,  of  which  inclosed  Xo.  1  is  a  copy. 

Bho  came  out  of  Laird's  dock  into  the  river,  aboat  half-past  eleven,  on 
Monday,  with  her  steam  up,  as  the  man  had  ioformed  me  she  would; 
went  up  the  river  a  short  distance,  and  then  entered  what  is  called  the 
Great  Float,  a  public  dock  at  Birkenhead,  and  now  lies  in  the  same 
place  the  Alabama  lay  when  she  was  fitting  out  for  sea.  Have  uot 
learned  whether  the  anthorities  interfered  to  prevent,  or  whether  she 
intends  to  go  on  her  trial  trip  at  some  future  day. 

Ihey  were  at  work  finishing  her  turrets  yesterday.  The  work  goes 
on  as  briskly  as  ever  on  each  vcAsel.  luclosore  No.  3  contains  s  leader 
from  the  Daily  Post,  of  Liverpool,  on  the  rams  and  the  civil  war  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Whitly,  the  editor,  admits  the  war  would  never 
have  taken  place  had  Earl  Russell  told  the  Confederates  at  first  that 
they  would  have  no  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  England. 

•  •••••  «• 

I  am,  air,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Edtcards. 

United  States  Consulate, 

Idverpool,  September  11, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  am  informed  that  the  iron-dad  ram  which  Messrs.  Laird  are 
building  for  the  confederates,  and  which  was  laaoched  from  theii'  yard 
on  the  4th  day  of  July  last,  commenced  to  take  in  coals  from  railway 
carriages  last  uight  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  eontinued  so  to  do  up  to  six 
o'clock  this  morning ;  that  said  vessel  has  all  the  material  on  board 
necessary  to  complete  ber,  and  that  she  is  to  leave  her  dock  this  morning, 
and  go  out  on  a  pretended  trial  trip,  and  not  again  return  to  this  porL 
but,  at  once,  sail  on  her  destined  cruise  to  make  war  against  the  United 
States.  You  will  recollect  tiie  Alabama  sailed  from  this  port  on  a 
trial  trip,  from  which  she  never  returned.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  ^ve 
you  this  information,  and  hope  you  will  take  steps,  at  once,  to  prevent 
her  from  sailing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
S.  Fbicb  Edwards,  Esq.,  Collector. 


[From  the  Liverpool  Dftily  Poet.] 

Just  now  we  want  a  Cromwell^  not  a  Bussell.  England  might,  and 
ought  to  have  prevented  the  war  in  America,  and  owing  to  her  want  of 
proper  policy  ^e  thousands  of  people  in  Lancashire  are,  at  this  moment, 
dying  a  lingering  death  for  want  of  food.  We  state  this  on  the 
authority  of  the  Times  correspondent,  who  speaks  from  personal  knowl- 
edge. Such  are  the  consequences  of  a  war  that  never  would  have  taken 
place  had  Earl  Bussell  told  the  confederates  at  first  fhat  tiiey  would 
have  no  aid,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  En^and.  ,  .  , 
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Mr.  WiUon  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Legatiok  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  16,  1863. 

Sna:  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  28th  of  AuguRt,  in 
ackuowledgmeat  of  the  receipt  of  mine  of  the  14th.  When  I  wrote, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  iron-clads  wonld  be  allowed  to 
sail,  and  the  ofScial  dispatch  of  Earl  BusBell  of  the  Ist,  stating  that 
the  govenunent  could  not,  in  any  way,  interfere  with  them,  showB  that 
I  was  right  in  my  conclusions. 

Understanding  that  there  was  a  movement  on  foot  to  get  them  out 
under  the  French  flag,  on  the  pleft  that  a  French  agent  h^  purchased 
them  for  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and  Mr.  Adams  being  absent,  I  at  once 
wrote  to  Mr,  Dayton^  and  telegraphed  Mr.  Thayer,  at  Alexandria.  Mr. 
Dayton  lost  no  time m  obtaining  from  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnysan  explicit 
denial  of  the  right  to  use  the  French  flag  for  such  a  purpose,  and  Mr. 
Thayer  replied  that  the  Pacha  had  not  purchased  these  iron-clads,  I 
also  obtained,  on  a  personal  application,  a  like  denial  from  M.  Musums, 
the  Turkish  ambassador  here.  This  information  was  used  immediately 
by  Mr.  Adams  on  bis  return,  and,  I  have  no  donbt^  was  of- use  in  chang- 
ing the  purpose  of  the  government,  as  iuHtmctions  were  soon  after 
given  for  the  detention  of  these  formidable  vessels.  Earl  Bussell,  like- 
wise, in  a  very  long  and  labored  dispatch,  informs  Mr.  Adams,  this 
morning,  that  he  had  also  obtained  the  same  information.  At  all  events, 
the  vessels  are  temp<yrarily  detained,  and  we  all  feel  relieved.  Still, 
the  work  upon  them  is  allowed  to  proceed  aa  vigorously  as  ever,  and 
one  of  them  has  taken  her  coals  on  board  at  midnight,  and  is  now  ready 
for  sea.  The  arrival  of  ninety  of  the  Florida's  crew  at  Liverpool,  and 
the  published  statement  that  the  iron-clad  was  going  on  a  trial  trip  with 
the  i)ermi88ion  of  the  authorities,  coupled  with  the  wording  of  Earl 
Bussetl's  note,  that  "  the  vessels  wonld  be  detained  until  inquiries  were 
brought  to  a  conclusion,"  all  point  to  the  danger  of  thefr  yet  escaping. 
If  happily,  however,  they  shall  be  refusfd*  clearance,  I  am  firmly  of  the 
opinion  that  the  range  of  General  Gilmore's  gnns  has  had  more  weight 
than  all  other  evidence  and  argmuents. 

I  am  induced  to  write  in  advance  of  dispatch  day,  by  reason  of  the 
many  contradictory  reports  set  afloat  in  the  papers  concerning  the  action 
of  the  government.  Earl  Russell  reiterates,  in  his  last  note,  that  the 
govei'nment  have  issued  instructions  to  prevent  the  iron-clads  from  sail- 
ing *'  until  satisfactory  evidence  is  furnished  of  their  destination,"  &c., 
Sk~  Yet,  with  all  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  customs  at  Liverpool 
unfriendly,  they  may  get  out.  The  vessels  are  not  seized,  and,  of 
coarse,  not  in  custody.  The  confederates  are  desperate,  and  I  should 
not  be  at  all  surprised  to  hear  at  any  time  of  this  pirate  having  stolen 
out  to  sea.  The  Florida  is  at  Brest^  dismantled,  and  a  full  complement 
of  men  are  i%ady  for  any  new  piratical  undertaking.  I  think  the  same 
preparations  should  conduue  to  be  made  at  home  for  the  reception  of 
these  pirates  as  though  they  were  already  on  the  high  seas. 

You  will  please  excuse  this  unofBcial  way  of  dealing  with  official 
matters,  but  1  have  thought  that  the  great  importance  attached  to  every- 
thing connected  with  the  dispatch  of  a  hostile  fleet  from  Great  Britain 
would  warrant  the  communication  of  intelligence  concerning  it,  outside 
of  the  legitimate  channel,  if  a  few  days'  information  in  advance  were 
thus  obtained.    Mr.  Adams  has  now  returned,  however,  and  will,  doubt- 


XUmt^lc 


372  ENFOBCEUBNT  OF  NEnTaALITT. 

less,  commtmieate  oflBcially  the  farther  correspondence  iqmn  this  all- 
important  sabject,  by  the  nest  steamer, 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GKASLES  L.  WILSON. 
Hgn-  F.  W.  Sbwabd, 

AMittant  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Seward. 

So.  497.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  17, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  ackuovled^  the  reception  this  week  of  yonr  dispatch, 
Ko.  686,  of  the  31st  of  August  I  am  glad  to  leant  by  it  that  you  have 
retamed  to  your  duties,  at  Washington,  invigorated  by  your  excursion. 

The  only  subject  of  interest  -during  this  week  has  been  the  situation 
of  the  iron-clad  vessels  at  Liverpool.  On  Monday  morning  I  was  a 
little  startled  by  the  appearance  in  the  morning  newspapers  of  contra- 
dictory statements.  The  Poet,  which  had  been  the  first  the  week  before 
to  announce  the  detention  of  the  ships,  now  came  out  with  an  intimation 
that  the  interdict  would  be  soon  removed,  as  the  true  object  of  the  ves- 
sels would  be  made  known.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Laird  would  be  per- 
mitted to  make  a  trial  trip,  on  the  promise  that  he  would  bring  the  ves- 
sel back  to  port  on  the  same  day.  Concurrently  with  my  reading  of  this 
notice,  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  annoancing 
tiiat  one  of  the  Tessela  Ifad  been  taking  in  coals  dnriog  the  night,  and 
was  about  to  depart  on  what  is  called  a  trial  trip,  from  which  she  would 
not  return. 

On  that  very  same  morning  special'  notices,  drawn  up  in  identical 
terms,  appeared  in  the  Times,  the  Kews,  and  the  Star,  to  the  effect  that 
the  government  had  decided  to  detain  the  vessels  for  a  decision  upon 
their  character.  The  official  nature  of  this  statement  was  distinctly 
marked.  ' 

Whilst  I  was  in  donbt  what  to  make  of  this,  I  received  another  tele- 
gram from  Mr.  Dudley,  announcing  that  the  vessel,  instead  of  going  out 
on  a  trial  trip,  as  expected,  had  been  floated  to  Birkenhead,  as  if  to  lie 
Qp  in  dock. 

The  same  evening  I  received  tmta  Lord  Bnssell  the  note^  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Although  tbe  reasoning  is  a  httle  varied 
from  that  in  his  preceding  papers,  I  concluded  that  it  would  be  better  to 
enter  into  a  pretty  fall  consideration  of  it,  if  for  no  other  motive,  at 
least  to  sofl«n  in  a  degree  the  character  of  my  former  note,  at  which  he 
appears  to  take  exceptions.  A  copy  of  my  reply  accompanies  this  dia- 
patoh. 

On  the  whole,  I  scarcely  know  what  to  say  of  the  prospect  for  tbe 
fiitnre.  The  fact  that  there  is  great  vacillation  of  porpose  is  apparent 
from  the  record  as  it  has  be«n  laid  before  you.  The  disinclination  to 
run  a  risk  of  extremities  is  evident  not  onl^  by  the  change  of  policy, 
bnt  by  the  altered  tone  of  the  London  Times,  in  discussing  this  question. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  pressure  of  the  opposite  interest  in  Liverpool 
and  Ijondon  is  very  formidable,  and  it  has  more  or  less  of  co-operation 
within  tbe  cabinet  itself.  I  am  afraid  that  a  neatly-invented  falsehood 
might  have  an  effect  to  procure  the  release  of  the  vessels.  At  the  same 
time  I  think  the  desire  of  Lord  Bnssell  and  the  liberal  portion  of  the 
cabinet,  to  act  in  good  fiuth  as  far  as  they  can,  np  to  the  line  of  their 
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nentTAl  obligHttoDB,  may  be  relied  npoo,  should  the  circumatances  favor 
the  prosecution  of  their  policy.  Something  will  depend  on  the  courae 
of  events  in  America. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  11, 1S63. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  and  have  read  it 
with  great  regret. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  maintain  a 
strict  neutrality  between  the  parties  who  for  two  years  have  carried  on 
a  civil  war  of  tmusuol  extent  and  loss  of  life  on  the  continent  of  Korth 
America. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have,  for  the  most  part,  socceeded  in  this 
impartial  course.  If  they  have  been  unable  to  prevent  some  violations 
of  neatrality  on  the  part  of  the  Queen's  subjects,  the  cause  has  been  that 
Great  Britain  is  a  country  which  ia  governed  by  definite  laws,  and  is  not 
sabject  to  arbitrary  will.  Bnt  law,  as  you  are  well  aware,  ia  enfoi"ced 
here,  as  in  the  United  States,  by  independent  courts  of  justice,  which 
will  not  admit  assertion  for  proof,  nor  conjecture  for  certainty. 

In  the  United  States,  as  in,  England,  questions  of  this  nature  have 
been  discussed  by  judges  of  great  legal  ability,  whose  learning  and 
impartiality  have  given  weight  and  authority  to  their  decisions  in  every 
part  of  the  civilized  world. 

Her  Majesty's  government  feel  confident  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  will  be  disposed  rather  to  Tesort  to  those  great  expositors 
of  international  law,  and  to  be  gtuded  rather  by  a  careftd  examination 
of  the  course  of  her  Majesty's  governmant,  than  to  yield  to  the  hasty 
conclusions  and  prejudicial  imputations  of  public  clamor. 

For  intjtance,  in  the  case  still  pending  of  the  iron-clad  steam-rams  at 
Birkenhead,  Mr.  Seward,  with  his  knowledge  and  perspicuity  of  judg- 
ment, cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  it  was  necessaJy  to  show,  not  only 
that  these  vessels  were  bnilt  and  equipped  for  purposes  of  war,  but  also 
that  they  were  intended  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States. 

"With  a  view  to  complete  the  evidence  on  this  head,  it  was  material  to 
prove  that  the  iron-clads  were  not  intended  for  the  French  government, 
or  for  the  Pacha  of  Bgjpt.  With  respect  to  the  French  government,  her 
Majesty's  government  have  received,  upon  inquiry,  assurances,  through 
Earl  Cowley  and  the  Marquis  of  Cadore,  that  the  French  government 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Birkenhead  ironclads. 

In  respect  to  the  Egyptian  government,  it  was  only  on  the  5th  instant 
that  her  Majesty's  government  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Colqnboiin, 
her  M^esty'a  consul  general  in  Egypt,  which  is  conclusive  on  this  sub- 
ject 

Mr.  Colquhoim  reported  on  the  28th  August,  that  M.  Bravay,  a  French 
subject,  and  a  member  of  the  French  Chamber  of  Deputies,  had  stated 
to  Ismail  Pacha,  very  lately,  that  the  orders  for  the  two  ironclads  were 
given  when  said  Pacha  was  last  in  Paris.  M.  Bravay  seems  to  have 
urged  Ismail  Pacha  to  fulfill  the  verbal  contract  of  his  predecessor,  and 
to  purchase  these  vessels,  for  which  he,  M.  Bravay,  had  paid,  as  he 
aUeged,  a  large  sum  on  account, 


374  EMFORCEUENT  OF  1IEVTEM.ITT. 

But  Ismail  Pacha,  Mr.  Colqahonn  adds,  reftised  to  pnrehase  these 


From  this  example,  and  that  of  the  Teasels  bailt  for  the  Emperor  of 
China,  whose  name  was  alleged  all  over  the  United  States  to  be  a  mere 
sham  to  cover  the  real  destination  of  the  vessels,  the  President  will 
gather  how  necessary  it  is  to  be  dispassionate  and  careful  in  inqniriea 
and  statements  upon  subjects  involving  such  great  interests,  and  affect- 
ing the  good  faith  and  the  cliaracter  of  a  power  so  honorable  as  Great 
Britain. 

These  matters  will,  no  doubt,  be  duly  and  dispassionately  considered 
by  the  government  at  Washiugton,  however  they  may  have  been  under- 
stood in  London. 

I  deem  it  right,  however,  to  observe  that  the  question  at  issue  between 
yourself  and  her  Majesty's  government  relates  to  two  separate  and  dis- 
tinct matters,  the  general  international  duties  of  neutrality,  and  the 
municipal  law  of  the  United  Kingdom.  With  regard  to  the  general 
duties  of  a  neutral,  according  to  international  law,  the  true  doctrine 
has  been  laid  down  repeatedly  by  Presidents  and  judges  of  emineuc* 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  doctrine  is,  that  a  neutral  may  sell  to 
either  or  both  of  two  belligerent  parties  any  implements  or  munitions  of 
war  which  anah  belligerent  may  wish  to  purchase  from  the  subjects  of 
the  neutral ;  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  reason  why  a  ship  that  is  to  be 
used  for  warlike  purposes  is  more  an  instrument  or  implement  of  war 
than  cannon,  muskets,  swords,  bayonets,  gunpowder,  and  projectiles  to 
be  fired  from  cannon  and  muskets.  A  ship  or  a  musket  may  be  sold  to 
one  belligerent  or  the  other,  and  only  ceases  to  be  neutral  when  the  ship 
is  owned,  manned,  and  employed  in  waf,  and  the  musket  is  held  by  a 
soldier)  and  used  for  the  purpose  of  killing  his  enemy.  In  fact,  the  ship 
can  never  be  expected  to  decide  a  war  or  a  campaign,  whereas  the  other 
things  above  mentioned  may,  by  equipping  a  large  army,  enable  the 
belligerent  which  requires  them  to  obtain  decisive  advantages  in  the 
war. 

Then,  again,  as  regards  the  employment  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral 
by  either  belligerent :  it  is  obvious  that  even  if  the  whole  crew  of  a 
ship  of  war  were  composed  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral,  that  crew  would 
have  less  influence  on  the  results  of  the  war  than  whole  regiments  and 
brigades  employed  on  land,  and  composed  of  the  enbjecta  of  a  neutral 
state. 

Now,  admitting  that  the  confederates  have  been  able  to  employ  some 
vessels  built  in  the  United  Kiugdom,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  it ;  and  admitting,  also,  that  which  is 
beheved  to  be  the  fiict,  that  the  confederates  have  derived  a  limited 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  United  Kingdom,  notwith- 
standing the  federal  blockade  of  their  ports;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  perfectly  notorious  that  the  federal  government  have  purchased  in 
and  obtained  from  the  United  Kiugdom  a  far  greater  quantity  of  arms 
and  warlike  stores. 

As  far,  then,  as  regards  the  drawing  warhke  supplies  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  federal  goveniment  has  done  in  that  respect  a  great  deal 
more  than  the  confederates  have  done  j  and  if,  in  contradiction  to  the 
doctrine  repeatedly  and  deliberately  promulgated  by  Presidents  of  the 
United  States,  the  furnishing  of  such  snpjilies  by  the  subjects  of  a 
neutral  to  one  belligerent  is,  as  you  would  seem  to  represent  it,  an  act 
of  war  against  the  other  belligerent,  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  must  be  deemed  to  be  at  war  with  both  the  contending  parties 
in  North  America,  but  to  have  given  greater  assistance  in  the  war  to 
the  federals  than  to  the  confederates. 
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But  if  the  qnestioD  with  regard  to  men  1b  to  be  raised,  the  difTerence 
is  far  greater.  Even  admitted,  as  asserted  by  you,  though  her  Majesty's 
goveroment  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  a  small  number  of 
British  subjects  have,  iu  defiance  of  her  Mjyesty'a  proclamation,  engaged 
in  the  service,  either  by  sea  or  land,  of  the  confederates,  it  might  be 
asked  whether  no  Briti^  seamen  are  now  employed  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  govemment  1  At  all  events,  it  is  well  known  that 
large  numbers  of  natural-born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  have  fought  and 
fallen  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal  armies,  and  it  is  confidently  asserted, 
though  her  Miyesty's  government  have  no  proof  of  the  fact,  that  agents 
of  the  federal  government  are  employed  within  the  United  Kingdom  to 
engage  subjects  of  her  Majesty  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  with  a 
■view  of  engaging  when  tiiere  in  the  military  service  of  the  federal 
government. 

Her  Miyesty's  government  would  fain  hope  that  snch  reports  are  un- 
founded, because  such  a  proceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  iVom 
international  comity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  tempting  British  subjects 
to  act  in  violation  of  her  M^esty's  proclamation,  but  it  would  also  he 
diametrically  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  upon  a  similar  matter  in  1855,  during  the  war 
betweeu  Great  Britain  and  Bussia. 

Upon  the  second  branch  of  this  subject,  namely,  the  question  how  far 
her  Majesty's  government  have  enforced  the  municipal  law  of  the 
United  Kingdom  commonly  called  the  "foreign  eulistnieut  aet,"  her 
Majesty's  government  can  only  repeat  that  they  have  taken  every  step 
to  enibrce  that  law,  which  by  legal  authority  they  have  been  advised  to 
be  within  their  competency,  and  her  Majesty's  government  wUl.  from  a 
due  regard  to  their  own  good  faith,  and  to  the  national  dignity,  con- 
tinue, without  regard  to  any  other  considerations,  to  pursue  the  same 
course. 

Her  M^yesty'fl  government  forbear  from  making  any  remarks  upon 
the  passage  which  is  quoted  by  you  from  some  confederate  newspaper, 
tlie  editor  of  which  tries  to  show  what  d^age  the  "Warrior  could  inflict 
npou  the  seaboard  of  the  federal  States.  Such  remarks  have,  happily, 
no  hearing  upon  the  present  state  of  things,  and  may  be  dismissed 
without  comment. 

Her  M^esty's  government,  in  coDclusiou,  can  only  hope  that  the 
government  at  Washington  may  take  a  calmer  and  more  dispassionate 
view  of  these  matters  than  seems  to  be  inferred  from  your  note ;  but, 
at  all  events,  her  Majesty's  government  can,  with  perfect  sincerity,  as- 
sure you  that  it  is  tlieir  earnest  desire  faithfully  to  perform  the  duties 
of  neutrality  in  the  unhappy  conflict  which  now  devastates  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  States  of  Sorth  America,  and  that  bo  far  from  being 
animated  by  any  feelings  of  hostility  towards  either  of  the  contending 
parties,  they  would  deem  it  fortunate  and  honorable  to  Great  Britain  if 
any  opportunity  should  occur  which  could  oflfer  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment the  slightest  chance  of  being  in  any  way  useful  in  promoting  the 
establishment  of  peace. 

I  have  to  add  that  instructions  have  been  issued  for  preventing  the 
departure  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  in  qiiestion  flrom  Liverpool  nntil  satis- 
fectory  evidence  can  be  given  as  to  their  destination,  or,  at  all  events, 
nntil  the  inquiries  which  are  now  being  prosecuted  with  a  view  to  obtain 
snch  evidence  shall  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Ohaeles  Fbamcis  Adams,  Esq.,  cfio.,  <£o.,  <&e.  o 


EKFOBCEUENT  OF  HEUTBAUTT. 


Mr.  AAams  to  Marl  RvtselL 


Legation  of  the  tTNiTED  States, 

London,  September  16, 1863. 

My  Ix>bi>  :  I  have  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  the  14th,  of 
your  note,  dated  on  the  11th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  6Ui  of  the  current 
montJi. 

Tour  lordship  remarks  that  yon  had  read  my  letter  with  great  regret 
On  my  part,  I  am  veiy  aore  that  it  could  not  exceed  the  regret  with 
which  I  wrot«  it. 

You  are  pleased  to  observe  that  her  Majesty'B  government  hopes  my 
gOTCnunent  may  take  a  calmer  ^id  more  dispassionate  view  of  the  mat- 
ters iuvolved  in  this  discussion  than  seems  to  be  inferred  irom  my  note. 
If  in  that  not«  I  should  have  unfortunately  led  her  Majesty's  government 
to  any  inference  of  the  kind,  I  can  only  assure  yonr  lordship,  that  the 
fault  must  be  exclusively  mine.  At  the  same  time  I  feel  it  my  dnty  not 
to  disguise  from  you  the  very  grave  sense  it  entertains  of  the  danger  that 
her  Miyesty's  kingdom  may  be  freely  ased  by  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  in  coi^uuction  with  numerous  ill-disposed  subjects  of  her  own,  to 
carry  on  a  war  against  them  in  manner  and  spirit  wholly  at  variance 
with  the  rules  of  neutrality  which  her  Majesty's  governmenthaa  prescribed 
for  itself  in  the  present  contest,  as  well  as  with  the  stronger  obligations 
of  amity  and  good  will  imposed  by  solemn  treatiea  long  since  eutered 
into  between  the  parties. 

Your  lordship  appears  disposed  to  throw  aside  the  extract  made  in  my 
note  from  an  insurgent  publication  as  "happily  having  no  bearing  upon 
the  present  state  of  things."  That  publication  was  predicated  upon  the 
expectation  raised  by  the  report  of  the  case  of  the  Alexandra,  that  no 
further  obstructions  to  the  full  execution  of  the  policy  therein  indicated 
wonld  be  made  in  the  ports  of  her  M^gesty's  kingdom.  Coming,  as  it 
did,  in  corroboration  of  secret  information  derived  ftom  other  sources,  ■ 
I  certainly  felt  as  if  it  was  incumbent  upon  me  to  lay  before  you  a  view 
of  the  consequences  not  unlikely  to  result  from  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
clusions announced  to  me  in  your  note  of  the  Ist,  which  fully  justifled 
that  expectation.  If  her  Majesty's  government  have  not  the  power  to 
prevent  the  harbors  and  towns  of  a  friendly  nation  from  being  destroyed 
by  vessels  built  by  British  subjects,  and  equipped,  manned,  and  dis- 
patched from  her  harbors  with  t^e  intention  to  work  that  immense  mis- 
chief, then  is  the  neutrality  of  the  kingdom  nothing  more  than  a  shadow, 
under  which  war  may  be  conducted  with  more  effect  than  if  undisguised, 
and  ail  international  obligations^  whether  implied  or  expressed,  not  worth 
the  paper  on  which  they  are  written. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  intention  to  renew  with  your  lordship  the  discus- 
sion of  the  extent  to  which  a  belligerent  may  draw  resonrces  from  the 
territories  of  a  neutral,  nor  yet  to  examine  the  degree  in  which  the  respect- 
ive parties  to  the  present  contest  have  done  so  in  Great  Britain. 

The  limit  in  the  first  instance  is  well  known  to  be  the  law  of  trade, 
which  passively  ignores  the  character  of  the  purchaser.  That  limit,  I 
desire  once  more  to  declare  to  your  lordship,  has  never  been  passed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  whatever  may  be  the  insinuations 
or  intimations  to  the  contrary,  to  which  your  lordship  alludes.  The 
repeated  and  authorized  denials  of  them  made  by  me  would  seem,  in 
ordinary  courtesy,  to  be  entitled  to  full  confidence,  at  least  so  long  as  it 
is  admitted  that  no  evidence  exists  to  impair  its  reputation  for  good 
faith.  ^'  , 

Denized  bvCtiOOglc 
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On  the  other  hand,  the  history  Of  the  past  two  years  has  proved  beyond 
the  possibility  of  denial  that  the  insnrgents  have  steadily  and  persist- 
ently been  engaged  in  transgressing  the  limit  above  laid  down.  They 
have  bnilt  ships  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom  with  the  intent  to  make 
war  on  the  United  States ;  they  have  equipped  aiid  armed  those  ships 
with  the  aid  of  British  subjects ;  they  have  manned  those  ships  by  the 
enlistment  of  British  subjects,  and  without  ever  entering  any  insiurgent 
harbors;  they  have  sailed  on  tlie  high  seas  committing  depre<lation8  on 
the  property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  flag.  In  advance  of  this  series  of  proceedings  I  have  been  steadily 
engaged  in  making  representations  of  the  danger  of  the  same  to  year 
loraship,  the  correctness  of  which  has  been  almost  uniformly  verified  by 
the  result.  In  the  very  first  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent a  remonstrance  to  yonr  lordsfatp^  (the  case  of  the  gnnboat  Oreto,)  it 
appears,  from  the  admission  of  the  individual  now  in  command  of  that 
vessel,  under  the  name  of  the  Florida,  that  she  was  built  in  the  port  of  Liv- 
erpool with  the  intention  to  cany  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I 
quote  from  the  language  of  a  letter  signed  J .  N.  Maffitt,  which  has  ap- 
peared in  the  public  prints,  when  I  say  that  "  that  corvette  has,  in  fact, 
been  built  and  armed  by  the  government  of  the  GonfedeTate  States  of 
America." 

This  building  and  arming  are  well  known  to  have  been  done  lh>m  the 
porte  and  harbors  of  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies ;  and  jast  so 
has  it  been  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  same  nature  now  on  the  ocean, 
that  have  never  yet  earned  any  national  character  excepting  that  which 
may  attach  to  them  from  the  territory  where  they  were  built,  equipped, 
manned,  and  armed. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enlarge  further  upon  this  view  of  the  case, 
or  to  contrast  this  conduct  of  the  insnr{ient«  with  that  observed  by  the 
United  States.  I  shall  content  myself  only  with  pointing  out  to  yonr 
lordship  that  the  suffering  by  Great  Britain  of  such  procieedings  as  I 
have  complained  of  is  in  violation  of  the  roles  of  neutrality  established 
by  the  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down  by  distinguished  writers,  including 
your  lordship,  as  well  as  of  the  very  terms  of  the  enlistment  act,  as 
adopted  in  this  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  those  roles. 

this  is  the  language  of  Martens  on  the  subject: 

"Celui  1^  au  contraire,  blesse  lea  devoirs  de  la  neutrality  qui,  sans 
engagemens  ant^rieurs,  •  •  •  "  •  tol^re  sur  son 
territoire  les  preparatify  militaires  de  Pane  dcs  puisauices  b^llig^rentes, 
en  aouffrarU  dea  armemena  en  course,"  &c.,  &c 

I  now  quote  from  the  authority  of  your  lordship  himself: 
Attempts  on  thepart  of  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  government  to  take 
part  in  a  war,  or  to  make  use  of  a  neutral  territory  as  an  arsenal  or  bar- 
rack for  the  preparation  and  inception  of  direct  and  immediate  hostili-  ■ 
ties  against  a  state  with  which  their  government  is  at  peace,  as  by  enlist- 
ing soldiers,  or  fitting  oat  ships  of  war,  and  so  converting,  as  It  were, 
neutral  territory  into  a  hostile  depot  or  post,  in  order  to  carry  on  hostili- 
ties therefrom,  have  an  obvious  tendency  to  involve  in  the  war  the  neu- 
tral government  which  tolerates  such  proceedings.  Such  attempts,  if 
unchecked,  might  imply  at  least  an  indirect  participation  in  liostile  aets, 
and  they  are,  therefore,  consistently  treated  by  the  government  of  the 
neutral  state  as  ofTeuses  against  its  public  policy  and  safety,  which  may 
thereby  be  implicated." 

How  &r  the  enlistment  act  appears  to  have  been  infringed  upon,  I 
trust  I  need  go  no  further  to  show  than  to  quote  the  view,  with  which 
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your  lordsMp  has  heretofore  honored  me,  of  what  acts  constitate  a 
violation  of  that  statute : 

"The  foreign  enlistment  act  ia  intended  to  prevent  the  subjects  of  the 
Grown  from  going  to  war  when  the  sovereign  is  not  at  war, 

"Thus,  private  persona  are  prohibite<l  from  tittingoutashipofwarin 
our  ports,  or  from  enlisting  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  state  at  war  witb 
another  state,  or  in  the  service  of  insurgents  against  a  foreign  sovereign 
or  state.  In  these  caaes  the  person  so  acting  would  carry  on  war,  and 
thus  might  engage  the  name  of  their  soveroign  and  of  their  nation  in  bel- 
ligerent operations." 

And  here  your  lordship  will  permit  me  to  remind  you  that  her  Majes- 
ty's government  cannot  justly  plead  the  inefBcacy  of  the  provisions  of 
lie  enUstment  law  to  enforce  the  duties  of  neutrality  in  the  present 
emergency  as  depriving  them  of  the  power  to  prevent  the  anticipated 
danger.  It  will  doubtless  be  remembered  that  the  proposition  made  by 
you,  iind  which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  medium  of  conveying  to  my 
government,  to  agree  upon  some  forms  of  amendment  of  the  respective 
statutes  of  the  two  countries,  in  order  to  make  them  more  effective,  was 
entertained  by  the  latter,  not  from  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability 
to  enforce  the  existing  statute,  but  from  a  desire  to  cooperate  witb  what 
then  appeared  to  be  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  ministers.  But,  upoa 
my  commanicating  this  reply  to  your  lordsliip,  and  inviting  the  discus- 
sion of  propositions,  you  then  informed  me  that  it  had  been  decided  not 
to  proceed  any  further  in  this  direction,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
cabinet,  sustained  by  the  authority  of  the  lord  chxacellor,  that  the  law 
was  fully  effective  in  its  present  shape. 

It  should  here  be  observed  that  it  was  becanse  I  inferred  from  the 
language  of  your  lordship's  note  of  the  Ist  of  this  month  a  virtual  abne- 
gation by  her  Majesty's  government  of  all  power  practically  to  prevent 
Bie  violation  of  these  admitted  obligations  of  neutrality  notoriously 

foingon  within  this  kingdom,  that  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  represent  in  firm, 
ut  I  trust  not  disrespectful  nor  unsuitable  language,  the  strong  sense 
of  injury  which  my  government  would  unquestionably  entertain  on  learn- 
ing the  unfortunate  conclusion  to  which  they  had  arrived. 

And  here  I  must  ask  permission  of  your  lordship  to  observe  that  the 
disposition  shon-n  in  that  note  to  attach  credit  to  a  fraud  which,  to  me, 
seems  so  transparent  as  that  attempted  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Bravay, 
was  calculated  to  inspire  in  me  the  most  serious  fears  of  the  possibility 
of  my  ever  being  able  to  interpose  the  emallest  obstacle  in  future  to  the 
most  barefaced  imposture  that  might  be  practiced,  in  these  cases  on  her 
M^esty's  government.  Well  knowing  the  unscrupulous  character  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  these  operations,  I  had  every  reason  to  apprehend 
they  would  ^ways  be  prepared  with  some  similar  specious  pretence  to 
annul  any  attempts  further  to  hinder  their  illegal  operations. 

The  stipulated  ownership  of  this  Mr.  Bravay  appears  to  have  dated 
80  long  back  as  on  the  3d  of  July  last.  It  was  first  alleged  that  it  had 
been  claimed  through  the  official  agency  of  the  consul  of  France  at  Liv- 
erpool. And  in  this  form  the  story  was  honored  by  the  countenance  of 
the  first  miulst«r,  Lord  Palmerston,  in  the  debate  which  took  place  in 
the  House  of  Ck>mmon8  on  the  33d  of  that  month.  Yonr  lordship  will 
recollect  that  I  took  immediate  measures  to  procure  an  effectual  disa- 
vowal of  that  authority  by  the  French  consul,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence 
to  you.  Supposing  that  her  Majesty's  government  were  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  this,  you  may  judge  of  my  extreme  astouishmaot  when  I  gath- 
ered from  your  note  of  the  1st  instant  that  her  Majesty's  goveromoat, 
nearly  two  months  afterwards,  was  still  ent^taining  doubts  about  the 
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troth  of  thia  st^ry,  and  had  not,  daring  the  loug  interval,  obtained  the 
evidence  to  set  the  matter  at  rest.  Had  your  lordship  done  me  the  favor  to 
mention  the  doubt  at  any  time,  I  flatter  myself  that  1  could  have  snpplied 
the  necessary  proof  to  (Uapel  that  illusion.  I  could  have  pointed  out  the 
feet  that  Mr.  Bravay,  professing  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Pacha  of 
Egypt,  yet  carefully  abstaining  from  any  communication  with  his  alleged 
employer,  had  addressed  himself  instead  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
to  get  the  support  of  his  embassy  in  England,  in  order  to  effect  the 
transfer  of  the  vessels  from  nnder  the  British  anthority. 

He  vaa  foiled  in  this  attempt  hy  the  plfun  answer,  that  the  ship's  hav- 
ing aforeign  destination,  the  French  ageutB  had  no  authority  to  intervene 
with  the  British  government  to  effect  such  a  transfer.  Not  satisfied  with 
making  this  answer,  however,  I  am  infonned  that  the  French  govern- 
ment at  once  applied  to  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  in  order  to  verify  Qie  cor- 
rectnessof  Mr.  Bravay's  statement.  Tbeanswer  was,  what  might  naturally 
have  been  inferred,  a  complete  disavowal  of  any  share  in  the  transac- 
tion. Mr.  Bravay,  on  being  applied  to  for  a  copy  of  any  contract  under 
which  he  could  claim  to  aet  for  the  Pacha,  nas  obUgt^  to  confess  that 
he  had  none.  But  he  then  pretended  that  his  agreement  was  verbal 
mlAi  a  person  who  he  was  sure  could  not  this  time  he  confronted  with 
him  to  prove  his  want  of  veracity,  the  late  Pacha  of  the  same  country. 

Such  being  the  facta  attending  this  extraordinary  imposture,  your 
lordship  may  judge  of  my  surprise  on  learning  from  your  note  that  on  1st 
of  September  "  the  inquiries  set  on  foot  by  her  Majesty's  government  had 
&iltd  to  show  that  the  statement  of  French  ownership  was  without 
foundation  j"  fnrthermore,  that  "  there  was  no  legal  evidence  against  Mr. 
Bravay's  claim,  and  that  the  responsible  agent  of  the  customs  at  Liver- 
pool affirmed  his  belief  that  these  vessels  had  not  been  built  fortheconfed- 
eratea."  Lastly,  "  that  upon  these  and  other  grounds  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment were  advised  that  they  could  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  these 


Under  these  circumstances,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  was  some- 
what moved  on  perceiving  that  the  peace  of  two  great  countries,  and  the 
lives  of,  perhaps,  thousands  of  the  people  inhabiting  them,  were  about 
to  be  seriously  endangered  hy  the  acts  of  profligate  and  nnscmpulons 
mischief-makers,  whose  operations  were  to  be  permitted  by  reason  of  the 
want  of  a  scruple  of  technical  evidence  to  prove  s  gross  and  flagrant 
fraud. 

With  regard  to  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's  easterns  agent  at  Liver- 
pool, I  had  already  Jiad  abundant  causes  to  know  the  value  of  that  in 
various  preceding  inataucea  in  which  I  have  had  occasion  to  address  remon- 
strances against  the  notorious  proceedings  at  that  port.  If  her  Majesty's 
ministers  look  no  further  for  proof  to  invalidate  the  evidence  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  present,  I  can  readily  foresee  what  will  be  the 
issue.  I  respectfully  submit  that  the  interests  of  two  nations  are  of  too 
much  magnitude  to  be  measured  by  the  infinitesimal  scale  of  the  testi- 
mony permissible  before  a  jury  in  a  common  law  court.  I  may  be  par- 
doned if  I  here  remind  your  lonlship  of  the  significant  language  used  in 
a,  parallel  case  in  former  days  by  that  distinguished  British  statesman, 
George  Canning,  when  he  deprecated  the  consequence  of  permitting  the 
paltry  pettifogging  way  of  fitting  out  ships  in  British  harbors,  to  ^'•aneak 
hig  country  into  a  war."  It  may,  indeed,  well  be  that  the  inability  to  i)re- 
vent  some  violations  of  neutrality  in  past  instances,  which  your  lordship 
is  candid  enough  to  confess,  may  be  regarded  by  the  United  States  as 
proceeding  from  3i>eeial  causes,  which  ought  not  to  impair  confidence  in 
the  enforcement  of  a  general  policy  of  neutrality  by  her  Mfy^ty'a  gov- 
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emment ;  bat  I  pray  yonr  locdship  to  consider  what  can  be  tbat  secnrity, 
when  all  the  barriers  are  virtually  removed  out  of  the  way  of  an  effect- 
ive levying  of  war  against  them  from  this  kingdom  on  the  most  formida- 
ble scale. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  pei-sist  in  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  present  to  your  attention,  in  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter and  intent  of  the  war  vessels  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  is  entitled  to 
belief,  at  least  so  long  as  it  is  not  rebutted  by  far  stronger  proof  to  the 
contrary  than  that  held  out  by  the  unsupported  word  of  a  French  com- 
mercial adventurer,  found  to  have  been  capable  of  prevarication,  if  not  of 
absolute  falsehood,  or  by  the  bare  opinion  of  an  official  person  probably 
entertaining  a  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  guilty  parties.  The  veiy  fact 
tbat  resort  has  been  had  to  such  flimsy  pretences  to  prevent  the  detec- 
tion of  the  true  object,  seems  to  afford  the  strongest  proof  tbat  that 
object  is  not  a  lawful  one,  and  is  the  one  pointed  out  in  tbat  evidence.  All 
exterior  circumstances  go  to  confirm  this  view.  The  universal  impres- 
sion notoriously  existing  in  Liveri')ool,  the  concurrent  intimations  of  the 
press  of  the  insurgent  StateSj  and  the  absence  of  any  other  suitable 
explanation,  though  uot  constituting  in  themselves  technical  evidence, 
are  yet  important  adjuncts  to  tbat  which  may  fairly  be  classed  under  the 
definition.  For  myself  I  most  add  tbat  I  entertain  not  a  shadow  of 
donbt  that  the  substance  of  the  evidence  is  true.  If,  then,  there  be  any 
virtue  in  the  authority  upon  which  her  M^esty's  government  deliberately 
decided  that  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment  act  could  be  enforced  with- 
out the  need  of  any  amendment,  this  is,  surely,  a  most  fitting  and  urgent 
occasion  upon  which  all  the  m^esty  of  the  law  may  be  invoked  to  the 
end  of  establishing  justice  and  maintaining  peace. 

In  conclusion,  I  pray  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  spite 
of  the  decision  to  which  her  Majesty's  government  appear  to  have  arrived, 
and  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate  to  me,  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  no  efforts  are  intermitted  to  prepare  the  war  ves- 
sels for  immediate  departure.  Well  acquainted,  as  I  am,  with  the  des- 
perate character  of  the  chief  persons  engaged  in  the  insurrection  in  the 
United  States,  I  shall  be  little  surprised  at  learning  of  their  resort  to  any 
and  every  expedient,  however  audacious  or  dishonest,  which  may  have 
for  its  object  the  possession  of  these  formidable  ships. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yoor  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLES  PEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  iSe.,  t&e.,  drc 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  8ev>ard. 

[Eitract.] 

Ko.  163.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  September  19, 1863. 
SiB:  A  merchant  of  the  first  respectability,  on  the  17th  instant, 
informed  me  that  the  ram  first  launched  was  to  be  completed  and  handed 
over  to  her  owner  to-day,  and  to  be  at  once  placed  nnder  the  Danish 
flag,  and  on  Monday  next  to  leave  this  port  under  this  flag.  He  assured 
me  that  this  information  came  directly  from  the  Lairds,  and  that  I  could 
lely  on  its  being  true.    My  Inforioant  understood  this  as  being  a  mere 
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dodge  to  get  them  oat.  He  farther  informed  me  that  the  Lairda  asserted 
ID  the  most  positive  manner  that  the  rams  had  not  been  stopped.  I  at 
once  called  ou  the  Danish  consul  at  this  poit;  told  him  what  1  had  heard. 
He  assured  me  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  promised  to  let  me 
know  if  an  application  was  made  to  him  to  put  them  under  his  flag. 
I  communicated  all  this,  the  same  day,  to  Mr.  Adams. 

•  •••■••• 

I  am,  sir,  yoni  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Seteard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  714.J  Depabtmbmt  op  State, 

Wagkington,  September  19, 1863. 
SiB:  Tonr  dispatch  of  the  3d  of  September  (N"o.  486)  has  been  submit- 
ted to  the  President,  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  yon  that 
yonr  proceedijigs  therein  related,  in  regard  to  a  ftirther  representation  to 
Earl  Busscll  on  the  subject  of  the  iron-clad  vessels  at  Lairds'  ship- yards, 
are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  year  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  FBAHCia  Adams,  Esq.,  <£-c.,  <S;c.,  £c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

No.  716.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

WaSkingtonf  September  19, 1863. 
SiE:  Toar  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  September  (No,  488)  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  President.  Your  proceedings  therein  mentioned,  includ- 
ing the  protest  yon  have  made  against  permitting  the  iron-clads  at 
Laird^  to  depart,  on  thoir  destructive  errand,  are  distinctly  and  unre- 
servedly approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  Ac.,  <£«.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

[Extnct] 

Ko.  717.]  Depabtmebt  op  State, 

Waahinffton,  September  19, 1S63. 
Sm :  I  have  submitted  to  the  President  your  dispatches  of  the  4th  of 
September,  (No.  490,)  and  of  the  5th  of  September,  (No.  491.)  With 
•  these  papers  came  two  notes  addressed  to  you  by  Earl  Kussell,  one  nnder 
date  of  the  Ist  of  September,  and  the  other  under  that  of  the  4th  instant, 
and  botti  of  which,  relate  to  the  subject  of  the  iron-clad«  at  Lairds'  ship- 
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yard  in  Liverpool.  Simaltaneonsly  with  these  papers,  the  honorable 
William  Staart,  her  Majesty's  acting  charge  d'affaires,  called  at  this 
department  and  made  a  statement  upon  the  subject  of  that  correspond- 
ence, to  the  effect  set  down  ia  a  memorandum,  which  you  ■will  find 
appended  to  this  communication.  Not  knowing  whether  her  Majesty's 
government  may  have  thought  it  proper  to  advise  you  of  its  views  as 
fully  as  here  they  have  adviHcd  ns,  and  yet  tliinkiug  it  important  that 
you  shouM  have  a)l  the  iuformatioii  which  this  department  possesses,  I 
have  concluded  to  give  you  this  information.  •  •  •  • 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chari^bs  Fbancis  Adaus,  Bsq.,  (fie,  dtc.,  die 
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Mr.  Stuart  called  on  the  18th  instant  to  say  that  he  had  received  a 
confidential  note  authorizing  him  to  say  to  Mr.  Seward  that  an  order 
was  sent  on  the  5th  instant  to  st«p  the  steamers  from  leaving  port.  That 
this  order  was  given  prior  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Adams's  note  of  the  same 
date.  That  the  British  government  believed  the  vessels  were  not  origin- 
ally ordered  by  the  "confederates,"  or  by  persons  in  their  interest,  yet 
deemed  it  not  improbable  that  they  might  have  since  been  transferred  to 
such  persons.  That  the  British  government  still  doubted  whether  affida- 
vits or  other  evidence  sufficient  to  meet  the  reqiuremeuts  of  the  courts 
of  law  could  be  obtained ;  yet  that,  in  view  of  all  the'  circumstances,  they 
had  decided  to  take  the  risk  of  stopping  the  vessels.  Mr.  Stuart 
remarked  that  relations  between  the  two  countries  had  become  rather 
critical  on  this  iioint,  but  that  he  trusted  this  was  now  past,  and  he 
hoped  that  hereafter  affairs  between  as  would  go  on  more  smoothly. 
He  was  sure  the  intelligence  would  be  gratifying  to  Mr.  Seward,  and 
.  perhaps  relieve  some  anxiety,  as  he  {Mr.  Seward)  might  have  received 
by  the  mail  different  and  more  alarming  intelligence.  He  remarked  that 
the  note  to  him  was  a  confidential  one,  and  suggested  that  for  the  pres- 
ent publicity  should  not  be  given  to  the  matter. 

The  Assistant  Secretary,  to  whom  Mr,  Stuart  made  this  communica- 
tion, in  reply,  promised  to  convey  its  substance  to  the  Secretary  and  the 
President,  who,  he  did  not  doubt,  would  receive  it  with  much  satisfaction, 
and  would  regard  it  as  coofldential,  for  the  present,  understanding  that 
to  be  the  wish  of  the  British  government. 


Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  725.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  Septemher  28, 1863. 
Sib  ;  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the 
8th  of  September,  (No.  492,)  together  with  the  correspondence  which 
took  place  between  £arl  Bussell  and  yoorself  on  the  occasion  of  the  decis- 
ion of  her  Majesty's  government  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  iron-clad 
steamships  which  have  been  prepared  at  Liverpool  to  make  war  against 
the  United  States.  • 


.not^Fc 
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conntry  which  make  this  proceeding  eminently  gratifying.  There  nro, 
however,  other  circomstaucefi  whi(;h  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  This 
goverLment  has  not  been  forgetful  of  the  agency  of  disloyal  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  inaugurating  the  hostile  enterprise,  and  in  instigat- 
ing debates  in  Parliament  and  in  the  press  which  hare  tended  to  embar- 
rass the  British  ministry,  and  aggravate  the  responsibility  which  has 
devolved  upon  them.  The  President,  therefore,  thinks  that  he  appre- 
hendit  in  some  degree  the  firmness  and  fidelity  to  jnst  principles  which 
the  cabiuet  of  London  has  exercised.  Kor  does  he  for  a  moment  doabt 
that  a  sincere  desire  to  culitivate  the  friendship  of  the  United  States  has 
had  its  proper  influence  in  the  determination  at  which  the  cabinet  has 
arrived.  You  will,  therefore,  specially  inform  Earl  Bussell  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  will  hereafter  hold  itselfobliged,  with  even 
more  care  than  heretofoi-e,  to  endeavor  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  in  such  a  manner  that  the  civil  war  in  which  we  are  unhap- 
pily engaged  shall,  when  it  comes  to  an  end,  leave  to  neither  nation  any 
permanent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
CnAJU.ES  FoANCiS  Adahs,  Esq.,  i&c,  &c.^  &e. 


Mr.  Aiams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extracts.] 

No.  50i.\  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  1,  18C3. 

SiE:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatehes  from  the 
department,  numbered  ih)m  702  to  709,  inclusive. 

The  event  of  the  week  has  been  the  speech  of  Earl  Bussell  at  Blair- 
gowrie, evidently  drawn  forth  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Sumner's  address  at 
Ifew  York.  A  newspaper  report  of  it  was  transmitted  to  you,  by  Mr. 
"Wilson,  in  the  miildle  of  the  week;  it  shows  a  marked  advance  in  his 
lordship's  opinions,  as  well  as  in  bis  confidence  in  expressing  them.  If 
we  could  understand  him  as  conveying  the  sense  of  the  ministry,  his 
tone  would  be  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  its  future  policy.  But 
I  regret  to  perceive  indications  of  a  disposition  to  leave  the  question  of 
the  (letention  of  the  steam  war  vessels  so  fer  doubtful  as  to  encourage  the 
rebels  to  keep  their  hold  upon  them.  Were  It  not  for  this,  there  are 
parties  here  who  would  be  glad  to  negotiate  for  them  in  a  legitimate 
■way,  and  thus  remove  at  once  this  fruitftd  cause  of  difficulty  between 
the  countries.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  in  a  situation  in  which  I  may 
be  able  to  do  something  to  bring  thfe  result  abont. 

I  transm  it  copies  of  a  note  from  Lord  Bussell  to  me  of  th  e  25th  instant 
on  this  subject,  and  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBAyCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  0/ State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Earl  Rutaell  to  Mr  Adams. 


FoEEiGN  Office,  S^tember  25, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  bod  the  honor  to  receive  your  letters  of  the  IGtli  and  17th 
of  September. 

As  the  whole  question  is  under  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment, and  the  orders  given  not  to  permit  the  iron-clads  to  leave  Liv- 
erpool until  further  inquiry  has  been  made,  seem  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpoBe  of  the  present  moment,  I  will  delay  any  anBwer  to  these  letters 
till  the  filets  have  been  more  fully  ascertained. 

It  is  right  to  inform  yon  that  upon  receiving  assurance,  which  the 
treasury  considers  satisfactory,  that  the  vessel  sliaJl  be  returned  to  Birk- 
enbeiid,  the  Messrs.  Laird  have  been  permitted  to  make  a  trial  trip  with 
the  vessel  which  is  the  most  advanced. 

I  can  assure  you  that  I  am  not  less  anxious  than  yourself  that  the 
duties  of  ueutrality  should  be  performed  strictly  and  impartially  by 
the  government  of  Great  Britaio. 

There  are,  however,  passages  in  your  letter  of  the  16th,  as  well  as  iu 
some  of  your  former  ones,  which  so  plainly  and  repeatedly  imply  an  inti- 
oaation  of  hostile  proceeding  towards  Great  Britain  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  unless  steps  are  taken  by  her  Mtyesty's 
government  which  the  law  does  not  authoiize,  or  unless  the  law,  which 
yon  consider  as  insufficient,  is  altered,  that  I  deem  it  incumbent  upon 
me,  in  behalf  of  her  Mi\jesty'8  government,  frankly  to  state  to  you  that 
her  Majesty's  government  will  not  be  induced  by  any  such  consideration 
either  to  overstep  the  limite  of  the  law,  or  to  propose  to  Parliament  any 
new  law  which  they  may  not,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  think  proper  to 
be  adopted.  They  will  not  shrink  &om  any  consequences  of  such  a 
decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

,       EUS8ELL. 

Chahles  FsANcia  Adass,  Esq.,  &c.,  (£e.,  (£c. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Earl  Ruaaell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Sept&mber  29,  1863. 

Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  25th  instant  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  ti-ansmttting  acopyto 
my  government. 

I  mnst  pray  your  lordship's  pardon,  if  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  what  portions  of  my  late  correspondence  could  justify  the  impli- 
cKtioDS  to  which  you  refer.  So  far  from  intimating  "  hostile  proceeding 
towards  Great  Britain,""  unless  thelaw,  which  "I  "consider  as  insufficient 
is  altered,"  the  burden  of  my  argument  was  to  urge  a  reliance  upon  the 
law  as  sufficient,  as  well  &om  the  past  experience  of  the  United  States 
as  from  the  confidence  expressed  in  it  by  the  most  eminent  authority  in 
the  kingdom.  Neither  do  I  find  any  ground  for  the  other  imphcation. 
It  is  very  true  that  I  have  deeply  regretted  the  supposition  that  her 
Mtyesty's  government  should  admit  itself  powerless  to  execute  any  of 
those  obligations  which  are  recognized  by  the  consent  of  civilized  nations, 
as  well  as  the  foith  of  treaties,  to  be  binding  equally  npon  all,  and  I  have 
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taken  th«  liberty  to  point  oat  tlie  conseqaeaces  wbioh  follow  that  ina- 
bility, in  the  absolute  necessity  imposed  upon  an  aggrieved  party  to 
defend  itself  from  the  worst  of  iiijuries.  This  is  the  principle  which  I 
have  been  directed  to  maintain,  not  from  any  idea  of  presenting  any  form 
of  condition  whatever  to  her  Majesty's  government,  but  from  a  confident 
expectation  that  an  address  to  its  sense  of  right  may  avail  to  gain  for 
the  United  Stotes  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  wonld 
expect  from  that  country  in  return,  were  the  respective  situations 
reversed.  If,  in  any  respect,  I  have  appeared  to  transgress  the  line  of 
argnment  here  laid  down,  I  pray  your  lordship  to  consider  the  fault  as 
one  not  of  intention  on  my  part,  and  not  at  all  belonging  to  my  govern- 
ment. In  transmitting  your  lordship's  note  without  farther  comment,  I 
shall  hope  io  be  able  to  submit  the  question  in  what  degree  its  senti- 
ments may  have  been  in' any  particular  misinterpreted  by  me. 

I  trust  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  assurances  to  your 
lordship  of  the  earnestness  with  which  I  have  ever  striven  to  maintain 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power  the  relations  of  amity  and  goqd  wUl  between 
the  two  countries. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  cousid- 
eratjon  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FJBANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bigbt  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  do.,  &o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

Ko.  729.]  Department  of  State, 

^Yaakington,  October  5,  1863, 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  to  submit  to  the  President 
your  dispatch  of  tlie  17th  of  September,  No.  497,  which  relates  to  the 
iron-clad  vessels  built  at  Lairds'  ship-yarda  for  war  against  the  United 
States,  and  wliich  is  accompanied  by  a  very  interesting  coiTespondence 
which  has  taken  place  on  that  subject  between  yourself  and  Earl  EuaselL 

The  positions  you  have  taken  in  this  coirespdhdeuce  are  approved. 

It  is  indeed  a  cause  of  profound  concern  that,  notwithstanding  au 
engagement  which  the  President  has  accepted  as  final,  there  still 
remains  a  doubt  whether  tliose  vessels  will  be  prevented  fpom  coming 
out,  according  to  the  original  hostile  purposes  of  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States  residing  in  Great  Britain.  You  have,  however,  exhausted 
the  argnment  upon  that  subject;  nor  do  I  perceive  that  your  expo^tioo 
can  be  improved  or  materially  re-enforced.  Earl  Russell  remarks,  that 
her  Majesty's  government  having  proclaimed  neutrality,  have  in  good 
futh  exerted  themselves  to  maintain  it.  I  have  not  to  say  now  for  the 
first  time,  that  however  satisfactory  tliat  position  may  be  to  the  British 
nation,  it  does  not  at  all  relieve  the  gravity  of  the  question  in  the 
United  States.  The  proclamation  of  neutrality  was  a  concession  of  bel- 
ligerent rights  to  the  insurgents,  and  was  deemed  by  this  government 
as  unnecessary,  and  in  effect  as  unfiiendly,  as  it  has  since  proved  injuri- 
ous to  this  country.  The  successive  preparations  of  hostile  naval  expe- 
ditions in  Great  Britain  are  regarded  here  as  biiits  of  that  ii;)urious 
prodlamation. 

Earl  Russell  adds  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  military 
supplies  from  Great  Britain,  and  enlisted  m^iy  British  subjects  in  their 
cause.    Bat  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neithex  soeh  supplies  oor  socji 
26  A  o — TOL.  n 
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men  would  have  been  necessary  if  Great  Britam  bad  not,  bo  for  as  she 
waa  concerned,  first  raised  the  insurgents  to  the  position  of  belligerents. 
Neither  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  nor  any  other  recognized  party, 
has  contended,  or  can  conte.nd,  that  the  United  States  have  violated  any 
municipal  law,  or  any  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or  even  comity 
towards  the  British  government,  in  the  proceedings  by  which  they  have 
received  as  merchandise  supplies  derived  from  British  soorces,  and  have 
accepted  British  subjects  voluntarily  residing  in  our  own  counti^,  and  vol- 
nnt.anly  enlisting  as  soldiers  andseamen  in  maintaining  the  cause  of  the 
Union.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  stand  npon 
what  they  think  impregnable  gronnd,  when  they  refuse  to  be  derogated, 
by  any  act  of  British  government,  from  their  iwsition  as  a  sovereign 
nation  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  and  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality 
with  domestic  insurgents  who  have  risen  np  in  resistance  agaiuat  their 
authority. 

It  does  not  remain  for  us  even  to  indicate  to  Great  Britain  the  serious 
consequences  which  nmst  ensue,  if  the  iron-clnds  shall  come  forth  upon 
their  work  of  destmction.  They  have  been  lully  revealed  to  yourself, 
and  you  have  made  them  known  to  Earl  Bnsseli,  within  the  restraiuts 
which  an  honest  and  habitual  respect  for  the  government  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Great  Britain  imposes.  It  seems  to  me  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernioent  might  be  expected  to  perceive  and  apjireciate  them,  even  if  we 
were  hencetbrth  silent  upon  the  subject.  When  our  unhappy  civU  war 
broke  out,  we  distinctly  confessed  that  we  knew  what  great  temptations 
it  oflered  to  foreign  intervention  and  aggression,  and  that  in  no  event 
could  such  intervention  or  aggression  be  endured.  It  was  apparent 
that  such  aggression,  if  it  should  come,  must  travel  over  the  aeas,  and 
therefore  must  be  met  and  encountered,  if  at  all,  by  maritime  resistance. 
We  addressed  onraelves  to  prepare  the  means  of  such  resistance.  We 
have  now  a  navy,  not  indeed  as  ample  as  we  propose,  but  yet  one  which 
we  feel  assured  is  not  altogether  inatleqnate  to  the  purposes  of  self- 
defense,  and  it  is  yet  rai)i<lly  increasing  in  men,  material,  and  engines 
of  war.  Besides  this  regular  naval  force,  the  President  has  asked,  and 
Congress  has  given  him,  authority  to  convert  the  mercantile  marine  into 
anned  squadrtms,  by  the  issne  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  All 
the  world  might  see,  if  ft  would,  that  the  great  arm  of  naval  del'ense  haa 
not  been  thus  invigorated  for  the  mere  purpose  of  maintaining  a  block- 
ade, or  enforcing  oar  authority  againRt  the  insurgents,  for  practically 
they  have  never  had  an  open  i>ort,  or  built  and  armed,  nor  could  they 
jrom  their  own  resources  build  and  arm,  a  single  ship  of  war.  Every 
European  statesman  who  knows  anything  of  onr  history,  or  even  of  the 
nature  of  our  complex  republican  institutions,  understands  full  well  that 
we  are  building  a  navy  not  for  ulterior,  or  even  immediate  foreign  war, 
but  for  self-defense.  Thus,  the  world  is  left  free  to  understand  that  our 
measures  of  maritime  war  are  intended  to  resist  maritime  aggrca»on, 
whitih  is  constantly  threatenetl  from  abroad,  and  even  more  constantly 
E4)prebended  at  home.  That  it  would  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  if 
such  aggression  should  bcattempted,  would  seem  certain,  unless,  indeed, 
there  should  be  reason  to  su|)pose  that  the  people  do  not  in  this  rcs|)0ct  ap- 
prove of  the  policy  and  sympathize  with  the  sentiments  of  the  executive 
government.  But  the  resistance  of  foreign  aggression  by  all  the  means 
in  our  power,  and  at  the  hazard,  if  need  be,  of  the  national  life  itself,  is 
the  one  iioint  of  policy  on  which  the  American  i>eople  seem  to  be  unani- 
mous, and  in  complete  harmony  with  the  Presidents  This  is  no  menace 
of  war  toOreat  BritJiin;  it  is  simply  an  assnmptiou  of  the  position  of 
a^-defenae  against  a  naval  enemy,  from  whatever  qoaiter  he  may  oome_ 
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Keed  I  add,  that  this  position  is  not  affected  by  the  cbaracter  in  ^hich 
the  enemy  may  come,  whether  under  the  authority  and  bearing  the  flag 
of  H  foreign  state,  or  as  an  uuauthorized  invader,  defying  the  authority 
of  his  own  state,  wliile  seeking  to  invade  our  own.  If,  then,  ve  shall 
become  engaged  with  such  au  enemy,  wliether  he  comes  from  Great 
Britain,  or  lirom  France,  or  from  Kussia,  what  must  be  the  limit  of  oar 
reaistancef  The  law  of  nations  says  that  the  only  limit  is  that  which 
can  be  defineit  by  ascertaining  the  magnitude  of  the  pitbliQ  danger. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  nece^xtary,  or  would  be  useful,  to  communicate 
any  part  of  this  paper  to  Earl  Russell.    But  the  Prenident  is  of  opinion 
ihat  you  should  be  fully  apprised  of  the  views  of  this  government,  and 
authorized  to  use  them  as  you  may  thiuk  proper. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chabi^s  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  tt-c,  i&c. 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mi:  8eward. 

Ko,  616.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

•  London,  October  9, 1863. 

Sib:  Referring  to  my  "So.  501,  of  the  Ist  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Lord  Russell,  under  date  of  the 
Bth  of  October,  acknowledging  the  reception  of  my  letter  to  him  of  tie- 
29tb  ultimo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

,  Earl  Su*8dl  to  Mr,  Adama. 

Foreign  Ofpiob,  October  6, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  thereccipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  of  September,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  25th  uf  that  month,  and  I 
am  very  glad  to  find  that  1  had  misunderstood  you,  and  that  the  pas- 
sages in  your  correspondence  which  had  led  to  my  observations  were 
merely  intended  by  you  to  express  yoor  confidence  that  the  sense  of  ■ 
right,  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  government,  would  avail  to  gaiu  for 
the  IjQited  States  exactly  the  same  measure  of  justice  which  it  would 
expect  from  the  United  States  iu  retam,  were  the  respective  situatiooB 
reversed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Feahcis  Adamb,  Esq.,  tfcc.,  (6c.,  i&e, 

Mr,  Drtdley  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  164.J  .  tTHiTEn  States  Consulate, 

Literpool,  October  10, 1863. 
Sir:  •  •  •  •  * 

Day  before  yesterday,  I  leam^  that  the  government  had  sent  orders 

down  to  Captain  Ingelfleld,  the  captain  who  conunands  the  naval  force 
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on  this  station,  to  seize  the  rams,  if  either  att«mpt«d  to  sail ;  and  that 
he  Lad  taken  the  npcesssirj'  steps  to  carry  out  bis  orders.  This  morning  l 
eut.the  slips  from  tlie  i)ai)er3  contained  in  incloaure  No.  1.  From  them 
it  would  appear  that  the  government  has  actually  seized  the  vessels. 
The  issuing  of  the  orders  to  Captain  IiigelfieUl  satisfied  me  that  they 
were  now  in  earnest.  Up  to  this  time,  1  could  not  say  that  they  were, 
for  thongh  they  bad  assured  us  the  vessels  would  not  be  permitted  to 
snil,  without  their  being  satLstied  they  were  not  to  be  used  against  the 
United  States,  it  was  very  evident  from  the  way  they  acted  abont  them, 
that  it  was  with  reluctance  they  had  given  na  tlie  notice,  and  that  they 
wei'e  still  willing  to  permit  them  to  sail,  if  any  decent  pretext  could  but 
be  found  to  justify  them.  Captain  Ingeliield  is  a  most  energetic  officer 
and  will  obey  his  orders.  Ithinklcannbwsayto  you,  with  every  assurMce 
of  its  truth,  that  the  two  rams  jire  stoppeit  If  they  will  but  follow  out 
the  plan  recommended  by  my  legal  advisers,  place  the  parties  implicated 
uiKm  the  witness  stand,  there  will  be  no  doubt  about  the  result  of  the 
trial.  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  slip  from  the  Post  of  to-day,  con- 
taining the  substance  of  a  memorial  from  the  Southern  Club  at  Preston 
to  Earl  Russell,  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  government  in  stop- 
ping the  rams.  If  anything  was  wanting  to  show  the  character  and  des- 
tination of  these  vessels,  this  would  sc^m  to  supply  it. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Seeretdry  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  518.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  10^  1863. 

SiK :  Uiwn  the  reception  of  your  No,  725,  of  the  2Sth  of  September, 
I  addressed  anot«  to  Lord  Russell  in  the  sense  of  that  dispatch.  A  copy 
is  herewith  transmitted, 

Tlie  government  has  within  the  past  weet  adopted  measures  of  a  much 
more  positi\-e  character  than  heretofore  to  stop  the  steam-rams.  Of  the 
reasons  for  this  I  have  not  been  officially  apprised.  My  conjecture  is, 
that  they  iiad  cause  to  snapect  attempts  would  be  made  to  get  at  least 
one  of  them  out  by  stealth.  Having  myself  received  secret  information 
of  this  nature  in  connection  with  the  transmission  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  trew  of  the  Oreto,  or  Florida,  from  Brest  to  Liverpool,  I  took 
the  opportunity  to  warn  Lord  Russell  of  the  probability  of  such  attcm)>ts 
on  the  24th  of  last  month  in  a  note,  a  copy  of  which,  as  well  as  the  in- 
closiux),  is  herewith  transmitted.  His  lordship  replied  on  the  30th ;  a 
copy  of  his  note  is  likewise  appended. 

'Jle  energetic  action  of  the  government,  aft«r  eflfecting  the  legal  seiz- 
ure of  the  rams,  in  first  placing  their  owu  vessels  in  a  position  to  com- 
mand the  outlet  for  both,  and  latterly  in  making  fast  to  that  which  is 
ready  to  start,  lias  produced  an  excellent  effect  in  inspiring  confidence 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  declared  policy.  Nothing  short  of  this  would 
have  sufficed  to  convince  the  reckless  set  of  conspirators  at  Liverpool 
that  they  were  in  earnest. 

The  next  step  which  I  anticipate  will  be  an  offer  to  sell  the  vessels  to 
tbe  Danes.    If  they  ask  a  reasonable  laice  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
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such  a  transfer  might  be  effected.  But  I  understand  there  are  schemes 
afloat  of  an  enterprise  to  seize  tbem  iu  transitu,  if  not  strongly  convoyed, 
the  parties  making  an  offer  of  a  soitable  indemnity  in  case  of  success. 
Yon  may  readily  conceive  of  the  desperation  to  which  they  are  driven 
vheD  they  cherish  the  notion  of  such  projects  iit  thel'aceof  cis'ilized  En- 
rope.  The  violent  and  lawless  nature  formed  and  developed  in  the  hof>- 
bed  of  slave  institutions  is  making  itself  more  and  more  distinctly  percep- 
tible on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  That  it  should  have  been  peimitted 
to  have  play  .on  tlic  ocean  until  now  can  only  be  aceouuted  for  by  the 
strong  predisiKxiition  to  be  blind  as  long  as  possible  to  every  proof  of  it. 

I  trust  that  from  this  time  we  may  exiKft  a  better  state  of  things  on 
this  subject.  At  the  same  time  that  I  write  this  I  am  not  unaware  that 
other  vessels  are  preparing  iit  Glasgow,  quite  as  formidable  as  those  at 
Liverpool,  against  which  we  have  uot  yet  even  so  much  evidence  as  we 
presented  in  their  case,  I  am,  however,  preparing  to  make  representa- 
tion ngiiinst  them. 

The  case  of  the  Alexandra  will  jirobably  come  up  oa  appeal  to  the 
excheqner  chamber  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  I  should  be  ghid  to 
know  the  wishes  of  the  government  in  reganl  to  anyaetion  to  \to  had  on 
this  side,  should  they  not  con<:lude  to  employ  the  supervision  of  Mr. 
Evarts  once  more, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FliANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


21  r.  Adams  to  Earl  Kusscll. 

^Legation  op  the  Usitbd  States, 

Loiulon,  October  12,  18C3. 

My  Lord  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  performing  the  duty  imposed  on 
me  by  my  govemuient  of  expressing  its  satisfaction  with  the  intelligence 
which  I  bail  the  honor  of  communicating  to  it  by  the  transmission  of 
yonr  lordship's  note  to  me  of  the  8th  of  September.  Tlie  President,  not 
insensible  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  decision  to  which  her  . 
Majesty's  government  in  that  note  signified  it  had  arrived,  is  gratified 
in  being  able  to  regard  it  in  the  light  of  a  sincere  de^sire,  on  just  prin- 
ciples, to  maintain  its  friendly  relations  with  the  United  Stat^ss.  I  aip, 
therefore,  iitstructed  to  inform  your  lordshij)  that  the  government  will 
hereafter  hold  itself  obliged,  with  even  more  care  than  heretofore,  to 
endeavor  so  to  conduct  its  intercourse  with  Great  Britiiin,  as  thirt  the  war 
in  which  it  is  now  unhappily  involved  may,  whenever  it  may  terminate, 
leave  to  neither  nation  any  permanent  cause  of  discontent. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FKANCIb  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Russell,  tCc,  tC-c,  £-c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

X^ndon,  September  24,  18C3. 
My  IiOBD :  I  am  credibly  informed  that  seventy  or  more  of  the  men 
belonging  to  the  insurgent  vessel,  the  Florida,  formerly  the  Oreto,  nearly 
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all  of  them  BHtish  aubjects,  have  been  B«Dt  over  from  Brest,  and  are 
now  in  Liverpool.  Tiiey  were  provided  witb  a  letter  to  the  person  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  insnrgenta  at  Liverpool,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
transmitted.  I  need  not  point  to  your  lordship  the  fact  that  thela«t 
sentence  implies  habitual  action,  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  the 
realm ;  snch,  indeed,  as,  if  committed  by  any  agent  of  the  United  States, 
would  be  likely  to  attract  theimmedinto  notice  of  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment. It  corroborates  all  the  evidence  heretofore  presented  by  me  on 
the  same  subject.  I  have  further  reason  to  believe  that  under  this  sen- 
tence is  intended  a  transfc^r  of  many  of  these  men  to  one  of  the  iron- 
clad war  vessels  now  in  pit'paration  at  Liverpool,  with  the  intent  to 
carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  It  is  known  to  mo  that  the 
intention  to  dispatch  that  vessel  is  not  yet  abandoned  by  the  parties 
concerned  in  the  enterprise, 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  &c.,  die.,  &c. 


[Incloiei!  cnpj.  ] 
CONFEDEEATB  SliTES  StbAMEB  FlOKIDA, 

Brett,  September  3,  1863. 
Sra :  Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  tho  Florida, 
with  their  accounts  and  discharges.    Many  of  them  have  asked  for 
transfers,  and  others  for  reference  to  you,  or  to  a  confederate   agent 
I  would  request  you  to  provide  them  situations  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vonr  obedient  servant, 
J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Commander,  Confederate  States  Savn. 
Captain  J.  T>.  Bullock, 

Confederate  States  JTory,  Liverpool. 


Earl  Rvssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  September  30, 18C3. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  24th'  instant,  calhng  my  attention  to  the  arrival  at  Liverpool  of  a 
large  party  of  men  belonging  to  the  contMerate  steamer  Florida;  and 
I  have  to  acquaiat  you  that  I  lost  no  time  in  communicating  t«  the 
secretary  of  state  for  the  home  department  copies  of  your  letter  and  of 
its  in  closure. 

I  have  to  add,  however,  tliat  the  attention  of  her  Mfyeaty's  govern- 
ment had  been,  some  days  previously  to  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter,  at- 
tracted, by  paragraphs  in  the  public  papers,  to  the  arrival  of  these  men, 
and  that  inquiries  were  at  once  set  on  foot,  and  that  the  course  which 
can  be  taken  in  regard  to  them  is  under  the  serious  consideration  of 
her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chahles  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <6c.,  <£c.,  <6.       ,i;edbyGoOQle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

Ko.  626.]  Leqatioit  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  29,  1863. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatcheti  trom  the 
dei>artmODt,  numbered  732, 733,  and  734.  The  explanations  they  give  of 
the  policy  of  the  goverumeat  are  clear  and  satisfactory.  The  dispatch 
Ko.  732  contains  an  inclosnre,  the  contents  of  whicli  had  been  already 
commuDicated  to  me  from  the  same  source. 

There  has  been  little  of  interest  iu  the  events  of  the  week.  A  com- 
inanl(»itiOD  in  the  Times,  from  the  writer  who  takes  the  signatnre  of 
"  Historicua,"  in  which  ho  comments  with  force  upon  the  hearing  of  the 
intercepted  dispatches  from  Richmond  on  the  action  of  the  rebels  at 
Liverpool,  has  drawn  forth  Tcplies  from  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  George  N. 
Saunders,  both  of  them  characteristic,  and  illustrative  of  the  sort  of 
commercial  morality  that  ia  supposed  by  them  to  prevail  here.  That 
tbeae  persons  should  presume  so  far  on  tiie  public  credulity  as  gravely 
to  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  comniuuity  these  evasions  in  lieu  of  the 
truth,  only  indicates  the  extent  to  which,  in  certain  classes  of  society  in 
England,  the  natural  judgment  of  such  proceedings  in  their  relation  to 
the  United  States  has  been  perverted  by  the  continnons  labors  of  the 
London  Times. 

The  most  striking  proof  of  this  is,  however,  to  be  found  in  the  speech 
made  by  Mr.  Laird  at  Liverpool  the  othex  day,  a  report  of  which  I  trans- 
mit herewith.  This  gentleman  has  risen  to  a  position  of  member  of 
Parliament,  and  now  ventures  to  threaten  the  government  itself,  if  they 
attem])t  to  interpose  their  power  to  prevent  his  evading  the  law  of  the 
land,  even  thongh  thereby  it  should  hazard  the  peace  of  the  country. 
The  morals  of  the  member  seem  quite  on  a  level  with  hie  patriotism,  yet 
I  do  not  perceive  that  any  shock  has  been  given  to  the  conscience  of 
the  country,  or  that  Mr.  Laird,  though  said  to  be  a  timid  man,  will  be 
any  less  likely  to  attempt  to  carry  through  his  contract  to  fit  out  the 
irou-clads  than  if  he  had  never  said  a  word.  I  cannot  disguise  from 
myself  the  conviction  that  much  of  this  laxity  is  in  the  first  instance 
chargeable  to  the  government  itself,  which  failed  at  the  outsetin  assuming 
the  proper  tone  iu  regard  to  those  cuteri)ri8es.  The  short-sightedness 
of  this  policy  in  a  country  so  \'nlnerable  at  sea  as  Great  Britain  is  per- 
haps the  most  remarkable  phenomenon  attending  it.  I  should  hardly 
be  inclined  to  credit  it  if  it  were  not  that  in  looking  back  through  the 
past  century,  experience  showed  the  same  sort  of  judicial  blindness 
frequently  prevailing  in  the  relations  had  with  America. 

The  hope  of  getting  out  the  iron-clads  does  not  appear  to  be  yet  quite 
extinguished.  Some  suspicious  movements  appear  to  have  led  to  the 
order  of  an  additional  war  vessel  to  keep  them  in  check.  Captain  Ingle- 
field  is  an  energetic  officer,  and,  I  think,  resolved  to  do  his  duty  in  good 
fidth.  It  is,  however,  a  remarkable  circumstance  that  any  such  question 
as  the  defiance  of  the  government  in  a  leading  British  port  should  be 
supposed  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEAKCI3  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Dudles  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Extraot] 

Ko.  195.]  TJnited  States  Consuij.te, 

Liverpool,  December  12, 1863. 
Sm:    •••••*  ••> 

On  Tuesday  I  had  Yonge  before  Jrr.  Hamcl  at  the  custom-bouse  at 
his  request,  aud  he  examined  him  carefully  and  in  detail  on  all  the  points 
in  the  printed  deposition,  of  which  I  transmitted  you  a  copy  at  the 
time  it  was  made  aud  lodged.  He  also  examined  him  on  those  particu- 
lars of  his  personal  conduct  of  which  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  made  so  much, 
and  I  think  he  was  altogether  favorably  impressed  with  Youge's  tes- 
timony and  explanation. 

Yonge  adhered  to  every  point  of  the  deposition  except  one.  He  said 
he  had  not  seen  the  specifications,  as  he  is  there  made  to  say;  but  I 
have  received  a  note  from  him  to-tlay  stating  tliat  on  recollection  he 
does  remember  seeing  them. 

I  have  communicated  that  to  Mr.  Hamel,  through  Squarey. 
Mr.  Hamet  went  ou  board  the  rams  with  Captain  Inglefield,  and  the 
latter  is  to  make  an  oflicial  report  of  their  character.     He  will  report 
them  of  the  most  formidable  and  warlike  character, 

Verj'  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DtTDLEY, 
By  H.  S.  WILDING,  V.  C. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  604.]  Legatiok  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  25,  1864. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  yesterday, 
containing  the  report  of  a  long  and  able  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, on  Tuesday  evening,  upon  a  call  for  papers  on  the  subject  of  the 
iron-dads,  and  the  action  of  the  government  in  regard  to  tiiem.  The 
opposition  appear  to  have  gathered  courage  of  late,  aud  to  incline  to 
skirmish  with  the  government  on  its  foreign  policy.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  are  prepared  with  any  different  measures.  Thestmggle  looks 
more  like  a  trial  of  strength  in  view  of  future  operations.  On  this  issue 
the  division  is  not  strictly  a  party  one.  The  majority  ia  greater  than 
the  strength  of  the  ministry  could  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FliANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  "So.  16.] 


So.  16.]. 

t.oogic 
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Mr.  Adami  to  Mr.  Seward. 

liEGATIOM  OF  THE  TTnITED  STATES, 
No.  633.]  London,  March  29, 1864. 

Sm :  I  seize  the  opportunity  furnished  by  the  dispatcli  agent  in 
making  up  an  extra  bag  for  to-morrow's  steamer  to  forward  a  printed 
copy  of  the  correspondence  of  the  government  with  Messrs.  Laird  touch- 
lug  the  detention  of  the  iron-clad  rams.  This  publication  is  not  official, 
but  understood  to  come  from  Messrs.  Laird. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRAilCia  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WIIXL43I  H,  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosure  see  General  Appendix,  No.  13.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  SewarA. 

[Extraota.] 

No.  641.]  LEQiTION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  7, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  had  a  'conference  with  Lord  Bassell  on  Saturday  last  •  " 
He  {Lord  Russell)  then  turned  to  the  case  of  Lairds'  ironclads,  and 
said  that  the  govemmcut  meant  now  to  pio  on  with  that.  A  commission 
had  gone  out  to  get  the  evidence  of  the  Viceroy  of  Egypt  in  connection 
with  the  claim  of  Mr.  Bravay.  I  referred  to  the  publication  by  the 
Lairds  of  their  correspondence  with  the  government  on  that  subject, 
and  commented  with  some  severity  on  the  manner  in  which  they  perse- 
Tered  in  the  pretense  of  that  ownership.  I  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Bravay's  trumped-up  claims  on  the  present  Viceroy,  on  his  averment  of 
a  verbal  contract  with  his  predecessor,  of  which  there  was  no  evidence 
adducible  aliunde,  had  actually  been  released  by  the  payment  of  a  con- 
Biderahle  sum  of  money  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  playing  the 
part  of  owner  of  these  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  that  con- 
tract. 

•  •  a  ■  •  •  • 

Meanwhile  I  should  earnestly  hope  that  our  efforts  to  bring  the  de- 
plorable struggle  in  America  to  a  successful  issue  may  be  crowned  with 
success,  otherwise  it  is  much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  causes  of 
ofl^nse  may  be  accumulated  to  such  an  extent  on  this  side  as  to  render 
escape  from  a  convict  almost  impossible.  Nothing  will  keep  down 
the  malevolent  spirit  that  per\'ades  the  higher  classes,  bat  the  conviction 
that  there  is  no  hope  left  of  effecting  a  permaneut  disruption  of  the 
XInitcd  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Gxtracto.] 

No.  C71.]  ■    Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28, 1864. 
SiB :  I  learn  by  the  newspapers  that  the  trial  of  the  case  of  Meesra. 
Lairds'  rams  has  be«ii  fixed  for  the  27tb  of  May.  It  is  arranged  that 
all  the  judges  of  the  court  be  present,  so  that  the  tendencies  of  tbecbi^ 
judge  may  possibly  be  rectihed.  Tliere  have  been  rumors  aSoat  that 
they  might  be  privately  sold,  but  I  attach  little  importance  to  thera.  It 
is  uuderatood  thiit  the  motion  of  Lord  Itobert  Cecil  in  the  Commons  re- 
specting them  will  not  be  pressed. 

•  •»«  •••* 

The  three  war  vessels  sent  to  China  under  Captain  Sherrard  Osborne's 
contract  have  been  taken  by  the  government,  according  to  the  under- 
standing referred  to  by  Mr.  Burliugamo  in  his  correapondence. 

The  Alabama  is  reported  at  Cape  Town,  and  about  to  come  to  France, 
probably  to  relit,  and  discbarge  some  of  her  men  who  feel  as  if  they  had 
been  in  her  long  enough.  The  Georgia  aud  the  Bappahannock  are  still 
there. 

On  the  whole,  the  later  experience  of  the  rebels  in  maintaining  a  fleet 
on  the  ocean  has  not  been  Hattering  to  them,  whilst  it  must  be  not  a 
litUe  costly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  8e^^-allt, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMR 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  699.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  26,  1864. 

Sib  :  MesjjFs.  Laird  &  Sous  have  sold  the  iron-clad  rams  to  the  British 
government.  The  fact  was  formally  stated  in  the  Globe  of  the  24th 
instant,  though  it  has  never  been  officially  announced  to  me.  In  con- 
versation with  the  attorney  general  last  evening,  I  learned  that  two  suc- 
cessful offers  had  beeu  made  by  Messrs.  Laird.  The  first  had  fixed  a 
price  considered  so  high  as  to  have  been  at  once  declined.  The  last  had 
proposed  to  abide  by  any  reasonable  adjustment,  and  had  therefore  been 
acceded  to.  I  understood  him  to  say  that  be  intended  to  ,move  a  dis- 
continuance of  the  suit  in  the  court  to-day. 

This  relieves  the  immediate  pressure  of  a  delicate  aud  difficult  qaes- 
tion  between  the  two  governments.  But  it  determines  nothing  for  Ae 
regulation  of  their  future  relations.  Opinion  is  taking  so  strong  a  form 
here  on  the  imi>olicy  of  further  countenancing  these  rebel  ojierations, 
that  my  impression  is,  that  hereafter  the  base  will  be  substantially 
transferred  to  the  other  side  of  the  chaimel.  The  proceeds  of  the  re- 
spective sales  of  the  Georgia,  the  Glasgow  ram,  and  these  iron-clads, 
will  be,  probably,  applied  to  the  outfit  of  the  four  vessels  now  in  process 
of  construction  in  France.  They  are  not,  to  be  sure,  ships  of  the  same 
formidable  character  with  the  rams,  but  they  are,  i>erhap3,  the  best 
which  they  can,  under  present  circumstances,  command.    The  fact  ia 
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oertaiD  tliat  they  are  atill  enlisting  men  and  sending  them  over,  whilst 
officers  continue  to  come  from  America.  Information  irom  one  of  the 
crew  of  the  Alabama,  dated  at  Singapore  bo  late  as  the  12th  of  April, 
discloses  an  expectation  prevailing  on  board  that  she  ^as  to  come  to 
France  on  or  about  the  middle  of  July.  The.  Florida  is  now  there.  What 
this  assembling  of  the  vessels  means,  or  whether  it  means  anything, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  I  content  myself  with  calling  the  attention  of 
the  government  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewam), 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adairut, 

Ko.  984.J  Department  of  State, 

Waakinffton,  June  9, 1864. 
SiB:  I  Icam  firom  yonr  communication  that  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
government  have  bought  the  iron-clads  which  were  detained  at  Lairds* 
shipyards  and  were  the  subject  of  judicial  proceedings  instituted  by 
the  Crown.  Although  the  ministry  have  not  officially  infonned  us  of 
the  purchase,  the  President,  nevertheleaa,  thinks  that  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  assure  Earl  Russell  that  this  govenimeni  experiences  a  lively 
satisfaction  in  the  removal  of  an  unhappy  occasion  of  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chableb  Fbahois  Adams,  Esq.,  die.,  (to.,  (fee. 


ALLEGED  FEDERAL  RECRTTITDIG  IW  IRELAND. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  26C.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  27, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tmnsmit  copies  of  two  notes  which  have 
passed  between  Lord  Rassoll  and  myself  in  relation  to  certain  attempts 
supposed  to  have  been  made  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  army  of  the  United 
States  within  this  kingdom.  Foreseeing  the  possibility  of  the  impnta- 
tioii  of  some  such  act,  I  have,  ever  since  my  arrival  here,  taken  great 
care  to  decline  all  the  very  numerous  propositions  made  to  me  to  sanc- 
tion engagements  for  service.  I  was  more  decided  in  taking  this  course, 
that  I  early  had  reason  to  know  the  continuance  of  a  feeling  of  soreness 
at  the  treatment  of  Sir  John  Crampton  in  America  for  acts  of  the  same 
kind  during  the  Russian  war.  It  was,  therefore,  very  easy  to  reply  with 
confidence  to  his  lordship's  remonstrance.  I  have  not  yet  been  informed 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  this  was  made;  but,  from  other  sources,  rumors 
have  readied  me  of  efforts  making  by  irresponsible  individuals  to  send 
off  persobs  as  passengers  to  the  United  States,  trusting  to  the  security 
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of  the  Iwunt^paid  ob  enlistmente.    It  is  possible  that  they  may  have 
constituted  the  basis  of  the  remonstrance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAfiLES  FRANCIS  ABAM8. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  RvsscU  to  Mr.  Adami. 

Foreign  Office,  Mvember  30, 1862. 

The  undersigned,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state 
for  i'oreign  affairs,  has  the  honor  to  itcqnaint  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Stsitos  at  tbis  court, 
tbat  her  Mnjesty's  government  are  informed  by  persons,  to  whom  they 
are  disposed  to  give  credit,  that  recruits  are  being  raised  in  this  country 
for  service  in  the  army  of  tlie  United  States,  and  tliat  bounty  money  of 
A  considerable  amount  is  ottered  by  agents  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
courage British  subjects  to  enlist. 

Mr.  Adams  must  be  well  aware  that  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  en- 
listing in  the  uiilitnrj'  service  of  either  of  the  belligerent  parties  in 
America,  or  any  persons  procuring  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  to  enlist  in 
that  service,  are  guilty  of  a  inisdemanor  acconling  to  British  law ;  and 
Hr.  Adams  will  readily  see  that  such  a  pra<;tice  as  that  to  which  the  un- 
dersigued  now  calls  his  attention  is  calculated  seriously  to  inerea.so  the 
difficulties  already  incident  to  the  observance  of  neuti-ality  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's government. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  receive  the  assurance  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

EUSSELL. 

Chaeles  Frahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <&c.,  (Dc.,  dsc. 


Mr.  Adavts  to  Earl  Russell. 


The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note 
firom  the  right  honorable  Earl  Kussell,  her  Britiinnic  Majesty's  principal 
Bccretory  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  dated  the  20tli  instant,  acquainting 
him  that  her  Mjijesty's  government  are  informed  by  persons,  to  whom  they 
are  disposed  to  give  credit,  that  recrnits  are  being  raised  in  this  country 
for  service  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and  tbat  bounty  money  of 
a  considerable  amount  is  offered  by  agents  of  the  United  States  to  en- 
courage such  enlistment.  His  lordship  is  further  pleased  to  warn  the 
nndersigned  of  the  fact  tbat  sncli  acta  are  contrary  to  British  law,  and 
are  calculated  seriously  to  increase  the  difficulties  already  iucident  to 
the  observance  of  neutrality  by  her  Majesty's  government: 

Tlie  undersigned  fiatters  himself  tbat  the  earnestness  of  his  previous 
and  long-continued  urgency  nn  her  Majesty's  government  to  enforce  the 
strict  observance  of  neutrality  in  tbe  porta  of  this  kingdom  in  many 
cases  of  attempted  violation  of  it  on  behalf  of  rebels  against  the  author- 
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ity  of  the  United  Staten,  to  vhich  it  ba»  been  bis  painfiil  duty  to  cidl 
their  attention,  must  bare  Beeured  him  IVom  the  stitipiciou  of  any  dis- 
position liimself  to  give  the  smallest  countenance  to  any  enterprise  or 
effort  of  a  similar  kind  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

The  nndersigncd  not  only  has  no  knowledge  of  any  such  proceedings, 
but  he  has  no  belief  that  they  can  have  been  attempted  by  any  pereous 
really  vested  with  authority  as  agents  of  the  United  States.  Shonld  it 
torn  out  that  there  are  Individuals  assuming  to  act  under  such  an  au- 
thority, the  undersigned  wilt  be  obliged  to  Lord  Eussell  for  such  inform- 
ation as  ho  may  possess,  that  may  enable  him  to  ascertain  who  these 
persons  may  be,  and  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  disavow  theur 
operations. 

The  undersigned  requests  Earl  Russell  to  receive  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Gael  Russell,  dc,  &e.,  &c. 


Mr  Seward  to  Mr.  Aiams. 

No.  423.]  Department  of  State, 

Wmhington,  December  13, 1862. 

Sir  :  Your  dispatch  of  November  27  (No.  266)  has  been  received,  to- 
gether witli  copies  of  the  notes  which  have  been  exchanged  between 
5]arl  Russell  and  yourself  on  the  subject  of  alleged  eulistments  by  agents 
of  the  United  States  within  the  British  dominions. 

Your  answer  to  that  complaint  is  approved,  and  you  are  authorized 
fiirther  to  assure  hi«  lordship  that  this  government  has  uo  agents  of  auy 
kind  in  Great  Britain,  or  any  foreign  country,  who  are  authorized  to 
enlist,,  or  do  anything  in  the  way  of  enlisting,  recruiting,  or  engaging 
solducs  or  seamen  for  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 
Nor  has  the  govemroeut  any  knowledge  that  auy  persons  are  so  engaged, 
under  any  pretence  of  authority  to  that  effect.  The  United  States  do 
not  deny,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  avow  that  voluntary  immigration  is 
a  cardinal  element  of  their  prosperity.  They  invite  and  encourage  it> 
but  only  by  laivful  means.  The  array  and  the  navy,  as  well  as  the  oc- 
cupations of  ciril  life,  whether  in  timeof  i>eace  or  war,  are  open  always  to 
immigrants,  as  they  are  to  all  other  classes  of  competent  persons  who 
may  desiro  to  volunteer  on  their  arrival  within  this  country,  or  at  any 
time  aiterwai'ds,  but  not  until  they  have  arrived  on  our  shores  and  iden- 
tified theraselves  with  the  masses  who  are  subject  to  our  own  jurisdic- 
tiou  and  laws. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Charlie  Francis  Adamb,  Esq.,  »feo.,  (6o.,  <&o. 


Mr.  Adajna  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  278.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  19, 1862. 
Sir:  X  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Buas^'s  note  to  me 
of  the  16th  instant,  iu  answer  to  mine  of  the  2lBt  ultimo,  on  the  aabjeot 
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ofretn^itJnginthia  kingdom  for  the  service  of  tiie  United  States.  This 
completed  the  vorrespoiidence  on  that  matter,  already  forwarded  with 
m;  diBpatoh  (No.  266)  of  the  26th  of  November  laat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAHS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Ruuell  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoBEiQN  Office,  Deeeniber  16, 1862. 

SiB:  Witb  reference  to  my  note  of  the  20tli  nltimo,  I  have  the  satis- 
faction of  informing  you  ttiat  further  inquiries  which  have  been  instituted 
respecting  the  alleged  recruiting  in  Loudon  for  the  Uuite<l  Sbites  army 
seem  to  establish  that  the  reports  to  tliat  effect  which  had  reached  her 
Majesty's  government  were  without  foundation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL, 

Chableb  Fbanoib  Adamb,  Esq.,  <£o.,  £o.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitract.] 

No.  281.]  Lboatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London,  mcember  2o,  1862. 
SiB:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Lord  Bassell'a  note  to  me  of  the 
19th  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation,  dated  the  20th  of  Novamber, 
in  the  ease  of  the  "290." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAJtLES  PEANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WnjJAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Becretary  of  State. 

[Note  of  the  20tb  November  will  be  found  printed  with  dispatch  &om 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  262,  November  20,  1862,  under  the  head 
of  "  Bebel  Cruisers,"  subdivision  "  The  Alabama,"  jHUt.] 


Earl  Rutaell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extiwst.] 

FoBEiQN  Office,  December  19, 1862. 
Sir;  •■•••• 

If  it  be  songbt  to  make  her  Majesty's  government  responsible  to  that 
of  the  United  States  because  arms  and  uinuitious  of  war  have  letl  this 
country  ou  acoonnt  of  the  confederate  government,  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment, as  the  other  belligerent,  may  very  well  maintain  that  it  haa  ft 
just  cause  of  complaint  against  tiie  British  govenuneot  because  the 
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United  States  arsenals  have  been  replenished  from  British  sonn^a.  Not 
Tonld  it  be  posaibla  to  den;  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  proclamft- 
tion,  many  subjects  of  her  Majenty,  owing  allefnaiice  to  lier  Crown,  have 
enlisted  iu  the  armies  of  the  United  States.  Of  this  fact  you  cannot  be 
ignorant.  Her  Majesty's  government,  therefore,  have  just  gronnd  of 
complaint  against  both  of  the  belligerent  paities,  but  most  especially 
against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  having  systematically, 
and  in  disregard  of  that  comity  of  nations  which  it  was  their  duty  to 
observe,  induced  subjects  of  ber  M^esty  to  violate  those  orders  which, 
in  conformity  with  ber  neutral  poaitiou,  she  has  eiyoined  all  ber  subjects 
to  obey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSBLL. 
Chablgs  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc.,  &c.,  &o. 


Mr.  Atlama  to  Mr.  Saoard. 

No.  288.]  Leqatioit  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  1, 1863. 
8lK:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Earl  Bnssell 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  whiuh,  in  my  disftatch  (No.  281)  of  the  2otb  of  I>e- 
ceniber,  I  mentioned  that  I  was  preparing  an  answer  to  a  portion  of  his 
note  ol  the  lOtb  of  that  month,  which  I  sent  forward  last  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CKAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAU  H.  Sbwakd, 

B&sretary  o/8tate. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RunelL 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  3U,  1862. 
My  Lord:  ••,••••• 
This  consideration  natiu^Iy  brings  me  back  to  the  examination  of  that 
portion  of  your  lordshi[>'s  note  which  relates  to  the  alleged  violations,  in 
tireat  Ih'i^in,  of  her  Jlfyesty'a  proclauiation  by  the  respective  parties 
>  engaged  in  tliis  war.  Although  this  subject  be  not  absolutely  connected 
■with  that  on  which  I  make  uiy  representation,  I  cheerfully  neize  the 
opportunity  thus  furnished  tne  to  attempt,  in  some  degree,  to  rectify 
your  lordship's  impressions  of  the  action  of  the  government  of  the 
Uniteil  States  even  on  that  qiiestiou.  Yonr  lordship  does  me  the  honor 
to  observe  that  I  eannot  be  tffnarant  of  the  fact,  which  it  is  impossible 
to  deny,  "  that,  in  defiance  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  many  subjects 
of  her  Majesty,  owing  allegiance  to  her  crown,  have  enlistM  iu  the 
armies  of  the  United  States,"  "  Her  Majesty's  government,  tliereforOf 
have  just  ground  for  complaint  against  both  the  belligerent  partieo, 
but  most  especially  against  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for 
having  sytiematicatly,  and  in  ditregard  of  tbtU  comiti/  o/nationa  wkusk  it 
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was  their  duty  to  observe,  indneed  sabjects  of  her  Majesty  to  violate  those 
orders  which,  in  conforniity  with  her  neutral  position,  she  has  enjoined 
all  her  subjects  to  obey." 

As  these  words,  taken  in  their  connection,  might  seem  to  imply  a 
serious  charge  against  myself  as  well  as  the  goveruraent  of  the  United 
States,  I  must  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  desire  to  know  whether 
there  bo  any  particulars  in  my  own  conduct  in  which  your  lordship  has 
found  the  evidence  for  such  a  statement.  Si>  far  as  I  have  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  course  of  my  own  government,  or  1  remember  my  own, 
I  must  most  respectfully  talce  issue  with  your  lordship  upon  it,  and  chal- 
lenge you  to  the  proof.  That  very  many  of  the  subjects  of  G-reat 
Britain  have  voluntarily  applied  to  me  for  engagements  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  is  most  true.  That  I  ever  induced  one  of  them  to  violate 
her  Majesty's  orders,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  is  not  true.  That 
nnmhers  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  have  voluntanjy  crossed  the  ocean 
and  taken  service  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States  I  have  reason  to 
believe.  That  the  government  of  the  United  States  systematically,  and 
in  disregard  of  tk£  comity  of  nations,  inditeed  iiiem  to  come  over  to  enlist,  I 
have  not  yet  seen  a  particle  of  evidence  to  show,  and  I  must  add,  pray- 
ing your  lordshiiVs  pardon,  I  am  authorized  explicitly  to  deny.  In  res- 
ponse to  a  remonstrance  made  to  me  by  your  lordship,  it  is  but  a  few 
days  since  I  took  occasion,  so  far  as  my  action  was  concerned  or  the 
action  of  any  of  the  ofQcers  of  the  United  States  in  this  kingdom,  to 
place  the  country  right  before  you  on  that  score.  After  the  very  ex- 
plicit retraction  made  in  your  lordship's  reply  to  me,  dated  on  the  16tii 
instant,  it  is  not  withoi^t  great  surprise  that  I  now  perceive  what  X  can- 
not but  regard  as  a  renewal  of  the  imputation. 

Your  lordship  is  pleased  carefully  to  join  the  two  parties  to  this  war, 
as  if,  in  your  estimation,  equally  implicated  in  the  irregular  proceedings 
conducted  within  this  kingdom,  and  equally  implicating  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  Hence  it 
is  argued  that  the  omission  to  hold  any  one  to  bis  responsibility  afforda 
uo  more  just  ground  of  complaint  to  one  party  than  to  the  other.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  your  lurdskip  has  overlooked  a  just  distinction  to 
be  observed  in  these  cases;  and  iu  order  to  show  it  the  more  clearly  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  ask  your  lordship  to  follow  me  iu  a  brief  investiga- 
tion of  the  facts. 

The  only  allegation  which  I  find  in  your  lordship's  note  iu  connection 
with  the  United  States  is  this:  that  "vast  supplies  of  arms  and  warlike 
stores  have  been  purchased  iu  tliis  country,  and  have  been  shipped  from 
British  ports  to  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment." 

Admitting  this  statement  to  be  true  to  its  full  extent;  conceding 
even  the  propriety  of  the  application  of  the  term  "  vast"  to  any  pur- 
chases that  may  have  been  made  for  the  United  States,  the  whole  of  it* 
amoants  to  this,  and  no  more :  that  arms  and  warlike  stores  have  been  pur- 
chased of  British  subjects  by  the  agents  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  It  nowhere  appears  that  the  action  of  the  British  [subjects]  went 
ftirtherthan  simply  to  sell  their  goods  forcasb.  There  has  been  no  attempt 
'whatever  to  embark  in  a  single  undertaking  for  the  assistance  of  the 
United  States  in  the  war  they  are  carrying  on;  no  ship's  of  any  kind 
have  been  constructed  or  equipped  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  for  the  pur- 
I>08e  of  sustaining  their  cause,  either  by  lawful  or  unlawful  means,  nor 
a  shilling  of  money,  so  far  as  I  know,  expended  with  the  intent  to  torn 
the  scale  in  their  favor.    Whatever  transactions  may  have  t^en  plaoe 
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bsve  been  (»rri«d  oa  in  th«  ordisary  mode  of  bai^o  and  sale,  with- 
out regard  to  any  otber  consideration  tban  the  mere  profits  of  trade. 

If  snch  be,  then,  the  extent  of  the  agency  of  the  United  States  on  this 
aide  of  the  Atlantic  durlDg  the  present  war,  and  no  more,  it  appears 
elear,  from  the  positions  assumed  by  your  lordship  in  the  very  note  to 
which  I  liave  the  honor  to  reply,  that  thus  far  they  have  given  no  reason- 
able  gronnd  for  complaint  at  all.  The  citations  to  which  your  lordship 
has  done  me  the  favor  to  call  my  attention,  as  drawn  from  American 
anthors  of  admitted  eminence,  all  contribute  to  establish  the  fact  that 
the  mere  purchase  or  export  by  a  belligerent  &om  a  neutral  of  arms  and 
inanitions  of  war  does  not  involve  any  censnre  on  either  party.  I  do 
not  at  the  present  moment  entertain  a  design  to  question  the  corroct- 
ness  of  that  doctrine.  As  a  nece^ar^  consequence,  I  can  scarcely  per-' 
ceive  the  fitness  of  aseociattng  such  action,  as  I  have  shown  that  of  the 
TlDited  States  to  be.  in  the  same  category  with  that  of  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  heretofore  instructed  me  to  complain. 
And  here  I  beg  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
the  mere  purchase  or  exportation  of  arms  aud  warlike  stores  by  the 
agents  of  the  insurgents  in  America  of  which  I  have  ever  complained. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  distinguished  con- 
sideration with  which  I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

OHAELES  F&ANOIS  ADAMS. 

fiight  Hon.  Eabl  Bttssell,  (£o.,  <&o.,  <&e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  S10.J  Lboatioh  op  the  Uitited  States, 

LoTid&n,  January  39, 1663. 
■  8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  further  correspondence 
with  Lord  Russell,  being  the  sequel  of  tbe  discussion  of  the  case  of  the 
gnnboat  No.  290.    I  shall  now  await  tbe  instructions  of  the  govemmeutf 
which  I,  by  this  time,  presume  to  be  on  their  way  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.' William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Riaadl  to  Mr.  Adaias. 

[Extract.] 

FoREian  Ofpiob,  January  24, 1863. 
Snt:*  •  •  •  •  •  *  * 

I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  other  collateral  topics  which  have  been 
introtlaced,  but,  in  explanation  of  my  former  letter,  I  mnst^  say  that  T 
never,  meant  to  accuse  you  of  giving  any  encouragement  to  the  enlidt' 
ment  of  British  subjects  in  this  country  to  serve  in  the  civil  war  unhap- 
pily prevailing  in  the  United  States.  .  ■  .  ;  .  i. 
But  it  is  dotorious  that  large  bounties  have  been  offered.aiid  gtven.  to 
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British  eabjects  reeiding  in  the  United  States  to  engage  in  the  var  on 
the  federal  side,  and  these  British  subjecte,  acting  in  defiance  of  the  laws 
of  their  country  and  of  the  Queen's  proclamation,  have  been  encouraged 
by  the  United  States  government  so  to  act, 

A  recent  and  striking  example  of  the  open  avowal  of  this  coarse  of 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  (Jnited  States  government  is  to  be  found  in 
the  corresjiondence  between  Mr.  Seward  and  Mr.  Stewart  with  reference 
to  the  crew  of  the  Sunbeam,  in  which,  although  it  does  not  appear  that 
an^  bounties  were  oU'ered,  Mr.  Seward  has  treated  an  endeavor  to  induce 
British  sailors  to  enlist  in  the  belligerent  service  of  the  United  States  as 
affording  no  grounds  of  complaint  to  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
'  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

OBABI.BS  Fbancis  Adaus,  Esq.,  <£&,  iSx.,  <£<!. 

[For  correspondence  concerning  "The  Snnbeam"  see  General  Ap- 
pendix So.  11.] 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Harl  Bugaell. 
[Extnwt.] 

'  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  26, 1863. 
My  Lord:  ••••*• 
I  desire  to  express  my  obligation  to  yon  for  the  ready  and  full  manner 
in  which  your  lordship  has  exonerated  mo  iirom  the  suspicion  of  encour- 
aging the  enlistment  of  her  Miyesty's  subjects  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  without  regret  that  I  perceive  the 
charge  still  pereevered  in  against  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
If  I  understand  your  lordship  aright,  it  is  now  affirmed  that,  becaose 
the  government  offers  large  bounties  oq  enlistment  in  the  United  States, 
and  because  British  subjects  in  the  United  States,  tempted  by  these 
bounties,  do  occasionally  enlist,  therefore  your  lordship  is  justified  in 
having  affirmed  in  your  former  note  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  systematically,  and  in  disregard  of  the  comity  o/nalions,  induce  them 
to  enlist.  As  well  might  I,  in  my  turn,  in  view  of  the  frequent  appli- 
cations made  to  me  to  procure  the  discharge  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  have  been  tempted  in  the  same  manner  to  enlist  in  her 
Mf^esty's  service  in  this  kingdom,  assume  the  existence  of  a  simihv 
policy.  Further  than  the  presence  of  a  general  offer,  I  do  not  per- 
_  ceive  that  your  lordship's  reference  to  the  action  of  Mr.  Seward,  of 
'  vhich  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  speak  authoritatively,  appears  to  ex- 
tend. Fnrther  than  this,  I  must  still  continue  to  disclaim  the  belief  in 
the  existence  of  any  systematic  jralicy  as  well  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  ttie  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant^ 

CHAELES  FfiANOIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hod.  Easi,  Bussbix,  £e.,  <£&,  (Co. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

[Extract] 

No.  638.J  Depabtsient  of  State, 

Washington,  April  2, 1863. 
Bm :  Tonr  dispatch  of  the  13th  of  March,  So.  349,  haa  been  received, 

Tou  will  inform  Earl  Biisscll  that  the  President  profoundly  regrets 
these  deeiaions  of  the  British  goveniment  declining  to  interfere  to  arrest 
proceedings  of  Brititih  subjects,  witbin  its  exclusive  jurisdiction,  hostile 
and  injurious  to  the  United  States,  llecent  instructions  bearing  apoa 
the  same  subject  will  have  reached  yon  after  these  decisions  were  made. 
Tou  will  submit  the  views  of  tiie  President,  as  expressed  in  those  later 
inBtmctions,  to  Earl  Russell. 

As  one  more  resource,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  an  effort  be  made 
to  secnre  the  enforcement  of  the  enlistment  laws  through  the  action  of 
the  coorts;  will  yon  consult  counsel,  aiid  have  a  case  prepared  and  pro- 
oeetlings  instituted,  if  advice  received  shall  warrant  any  expectation  of 
josticei  This  is  the  President's  conclusion  upon  the  whole  matter  as  it 
is  known  here.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  to  overrule  your  own  judgment 
upon  an  examination  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Upon  being  informed  of  any  expense  that  you  may  incur  in  carrying 
tikis  instmction  into  effect,  the  department  will  send  you  a  credit  there- 
for on  the  bankers  of  the  United  States  at  London. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chaeles  Fbakois  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  (£c.,  de. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

Ko.  369.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
Sir;  Lord  Russell  has  thought  it  expedient  to  renew  the  correspond- 
ence about  the  intercepted  dispatches,  in  a  note  of  the  2d  of  April,  a 
copy  of  which  I  send  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bon.  WiLLXAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  RuaaeU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[EztTMt]  ' 

FoBEiQN  Office,  April  2, 1863. 
Bra:-  *  •  •  •  •  • 

Ton  are  not  ignorant  that  agents  have  been  employed,  and  mnnitiont 
of  var  have  been  punjiased,  and  that  it  is  now  again  assertsd  tliat  her 
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MEyeat;^s  subjects  are  being  recmited  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  Vt» 
Uiiit«d  Statea  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States;  and  so  far  ifr 
might  be  urged  in  vngue  and  popular  language  by  the  Gonfetlerate 
States,  as  well  as  by  the  United  States  as  the  other  belligerent,  (as  it 
vas  substantially  urged  by  Mexico  against  the  United  St^ates  last  year,) 
"  that  there  is  e^-idence  of  a  deliberate  attempt  to  establish  within  tho 
limits  of  this  kingdom  a  system  of  action  in  direct  hostility  to  their 
goTemmeDt ;"  but  the  question  really  is,  baa  there  been  niiy  act  done  in 
England  both  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  neutmlity  as  recognized  by 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  capable  of  being  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  criminal  prosecution  t  I  can  only  repeat  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
her  M^esty's  governmeut,  uo  such  act  is  specified  in  the  papers  which 
you  have  submitted  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  considwatiou,  sir,  your  most; 
obedient,  humble  servant, ' 

BUSSBLL. 
Charles  Fbanois  Adajsb,  Esq.,  (£c.,  «£o.,  «£<!. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  378.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londm,  April  17, 1863; 
Sm:  On  re-examining  Lord  Russell's  note  to  ine  of  the  2d  instant,  I 
found  that  io  my  reply  of  the  6th  instant  I  had  accidentally  omitted  to 
^notice  a  passage  which  virtually  renewed  the  allegation  that  the  govern- 
'^ment  of  the  United  States  authorized  enlistntents  of  men  in  this  kingdom 
for  their  service.  In  order  to  preclude  any  inferences  that  might  be 
drawn  from  this  silence,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  addtess  a  new  note  to 
his  lordship,  a  copy  of  which  1  send  herewith.  I  add,  also,  a  copy  of  his 
reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 


Hon.  WnxiAsi  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londtm,  April  10,  1863. 

My  Lord  :  In  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  yonr 
lordship  ou  the  Cth  Instant,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  2d  instant,  I  inad- 
vertently omitted  to  make  a  remark  U|ion  one  passiige,  which  I  ha^l  in- 
tended, and  which  it  seems  to  be  my  duly  yet  to  supply.  I  refer  to 
that  in  which  you  observe  that  I  am  "  not  ignorant  that  it  is  now  again 
asserted  that  her  Majesty's  subjects  are  being  reeniited  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  United  States  against  the  so-called  Confederate  States." 

In  point  of  fact,  at  the  time  of  receiving  your  lortlabiii's  note  I  was 
ignorant  that  such 'an  assertion  had  been  niaJdein  any  quarter  deserriiig 
of  notice.  But  inasmuch  as  I  have  since  perceived  the  story,  whereYer 
origiaided,  to  have  gained  credit  in  the  mind  of  your  hwdship,  and  alaa 
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to  bave  been  dignifled  by  the  notice  of  the  first  minister  of  the  Crovn  in 
Us  place  in  the  House  of  Gonimons,  I  muat  now  ask  permission  to  recall 
yoor  attention  to  the  denial  I  toaa  autltorized  by  my  goterrmient  to  make 
of  any  sach  action,  bo  long  ago  as  in  my  note  uf  tbe  30tb  of  December  last 
I  beg  leave  now  to  repeat  tbat  denial,  arid  farther  to  observe  that  there 
is  no  agent  of  the  United  States  liere  possessed  of  authority  to  "  recmit 
ber  M^jesty'H  subjects  within  this  kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  - 
the  United  States  against  the  so-ealled  Confederate  States."  Should 
any  person  appear  professing  to  liave  sucb  powers,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  for  any  information  which  would  enable  me  to  report  his  con- 
dnct  promptly  to  my  government. 

"I  supply  this  omission  in  my  former  note  to  your  lordsbip  expreasljto 
preclude  any  anfavorable  inference  which  might  be  drawn  fi-om  my 
silence,  and  not  from  any  intrinsic  importance  attached  by  me  to  the 
Tomor. 

I  pmy  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c., 

CHABLES  FBA^CIS  ADAHa 

Right  Hon.  Ei-BL  BussBLL,  dc,  Ac.,  &c. 


Earl  Ruatell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBSiON  Opficb,  April  11, 1863. 
SiE :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  renewing  your  assurances  in  regard  to  the  alleged  re- 
crniting  in  this  country  for  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

1  bave  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  iiumble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Cha£L£8  FbakciS  ABAM8,  Esq.,  &c.,  d;e.,  <£c. 


Mr.  Adtans  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  392.]  Legation  of  the  United  8ta.tes, 

London,  April  24, 1863. 
Sib  :  Her  M^esty's  government  does  not  seem  yet  to  be  quite  satis- 
fied of  the  siueerity  of  my  denials  of  the  eiilistment  of  men  in  this  king- 
dom under  the  anthoiity  of  the  United  States.    I  transmit  a  copy  of 
two  more  notes  which  have  passed  on  the  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieut  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANUia  ADAMS. 
Hod.  WniUAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Rutsell  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

PoBEiGH  Office,  April  16, 1863. 

Snt:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  in  which  yoa 

repeated  the  denial  yon  had  formerly  made  of  the  truth  of  the  report  tliat 

men  were  being  reeroited  in  this  oonntiy  for  the  United  States  army, 

I  think  it  right  to  communicate  to  yon  the  substance  of  a  report  wMdh 
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has  Jnat  beea  made  to  her  Mi^eaty's  government  ivitli  regard  to  tlie 
number  of  persons  who  are  uow  being  shipped  as  emigrants  fron 
Qneenstowii  for  New  York. 

It  is  stated  that  within  the  last  fortnight  1,27S  emigranta  have  sailed, 
the  greater  number  being  strong,  active  young  men ;  that  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  tbey  are  intended  for, the  Uuited  States  army,  and  that, 
in  fact,  many  of  them  do  not  deny  it. 

A  certain  number  of  tliese  men  were  militiamen  fi:«m  Cork  and  itB 
vicinity,  and  they  informed  the  emigration  officer  that  they  would  get 
from  $250  to  $300  bounty.  It  also  appears  that  the  prospect  of  (Ma 
large  bounty  has  been  -  held  oat  to  young  men,  by  general  rumor, 
tiiroughont  the  conntry. 

It  is  fnrtiier  stated  that  the  friends  of  these  persons  in  America  are 
pwd  so  much  for  obtaining  and  bringing  them  over  to  New  York. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  encumber  this  letter  with  further  state- 
ments of  a  more  or  less  trustworthy  character  whidi  have  reached  her 
Majesty's  government  corroborative  of  this  asserted  recruiting  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  for  service  in  the  United  States  army,  and  I  shall 
therefore  merely  add  that  I  am  informed  that  about.  800  yoiuig  men 
were  booked  to  sail  from  Queenstowii  by  the  steamer  of  the  9th  instant, 
it  being  freely  spoken  of  tliat  all  the  young  men  were  going  to  join  the 
northern  army,  and  that  although  the  luman  Company  have  put  oq  ad- 
ditional steamers,  the  number  of  applicants  for  passage  is  so  great  that 
they  cannot  all  be  accommodate,  and  that  several  hundreds  are  con- 
sequently left  behind  each  week. 

I  have  the  houor  to  he,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rutaell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  18, 1863. 

My  Lord:  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  courtesy  extended 
to  me  in  the  commnnication  of  the  substauceof  a  report  which  has  been 
made  to  her  Majesty's  government  with  regard  to  the  number  of  persons 
who  are  now  being  shipped  as  emigrants  from  Qneenstown. 

The  fact  that  a  great  many  peo]>le,  especially  in  Irehind,  have  been 
anxious  for  some  time  past  to  Hud  their  way  to  the  United  States,  has 
been  made  known  to  me  by  the  frequent  applications  to  this  legation  for 
free  passage.  A  considerable  proportion  of  these  contiiin  offers  to  enhst 
in  the  service  of  the  government.  No  doubt  they  are  more  or  less  in- 
fluenced by  the  high  bonnties  offered  in  America,  accounts  of  which 
have  been  from  time  to  time  published  in  the  newspapers  here.  To  all 
such  solicitations  tlie  answer  given  from  here  has  been  uniformly  to  the 
effect  that  no  anthohty  has  been  given  by  the  government  to  listen  to 
any  proposals  of  the  kind,  or  to  make  any  engagements  whatever.  la- 
strnctions  have  likewise  been  sent  to  the  respective  consuls  who  have 
reported  similar  projtosals  to  me,  to  make  the  same  answer.  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  American  citizen  in  England,  clothed  with 
authority,  has  ventured  to  act  in  any  other  way. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  emigration  that  U 
taldug  place,  that  a  gentleman  of  influence  in  America,  now  in  London, 


FEDiSAL  BBOBmrnra  nr  Ireland.  407 

who  is  in  a  sitoatioD  to  koow,  baa  .lately  informed  in«  that  some  of  the 
great  corporationB  for  the  extension  of  railways  in  the  western  part  ot 
the  Unit«d  States,  having  experienced  inconvenience  from  the  liability 
of  the  laborers  in  their  employ  to  be  dratted  for  the  war,  and  appre- 
beoding  more,  are  making  efforts  to  procnre  large  supplies  &om  other 
coaDtries|pf  aliens  who  are,  from  that  circumstance,  exempted  from  the 
risk  of  being  called  into  service.  It  may  well  be  that  some  of  those  who 
desire  to  get  across  the  ocean  for  the  parpose  of  enlisting  expect  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportuitity  thus  placed  before  them. 

In  addition  to  this,  there  is  no  doabt  of  the  fact  of  a  scarcity  of  labor- 
ers in  the  United  States.  I  learn  &om  private  sources  that  ^e  rate  of 
wages  this  season  is  very  mnch  advanced. 

I  am  led  to  believe  that  these  causes,  in  addition  to  the  idleged  dia- 
tress  of  the  population  of  Ireland,  may  explain  the  phenomena  of  emi- 
gration to  which  your  lordship  htis  been  pleased  to  draw  my  attention. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  aesnrances,  &c,  &c. 

OHABLBS  FBiNClS  ADAMa 

Bight  Bod.  Eabl  BnssELL,  de.,  (£o.,  iSx. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

Fo.  396.]  Legation  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 

London,  April  30, 1863. 
8lB;  I  have  the  bonoc  to  transmit  a  copy  of  one  of  the  official  publi- 
cations made  for  the  use  of  Parliament,  containing  the  correspondence 
that  has  passed  between  Lord  Russell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the 
intercepted  dispatches  and  the  rebel  agents  in  England.  You  will  doubt- 
less take  note  of  Lord  Bussell's  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  on  the  last 
page,  and  you  may  wonder  why  I  have  not  already  furnished  you  witii 
a  copy  of  it.  The  truth-is, that  I  received  it  but  a  short  time  before  the 
usual  date  of  writing  last  week,  and  the  character  of  it  seemed  to  me  so 
very  extraordinary  that  I  felt  as  if  it  ought  to  have  a  reply  here  before 
I  sent  it  forward  to  the  United  States.  I  confess  myself  wholly  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  what  the  motive  could  have  been  for  such- a  production. 
Copies  of  the  note  and  of  my  answer,  which  appears  to  have  come  too 
late  for  publication,  are  now  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwasd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  RutseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEBiGN  Office,  April  20, 1863. 

SiK:  With  regard  to  the  complaints  which  you  have  made,  from  tim« 
to  time,  of  British  sailors  who  have  entered  the  confederate  service,  I 
have  to  remark  that  no  steps  have  hitherto  been  taken  by  the  United 
States  authorities  to  prevent  British  subjects  from  entering  the  military 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Seward  has.  on  the  contrary,  justified  the  measures  used,  provided 
tbey  were  not  bribery  or  intimidation,  to  induce  British  sailQis  to  enter 
tiie  federal  service.  r  i     i    C  iOOqIc 
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Yoa -will  readily  perceive  Ui«  joatioe  of  tiie  request  I  am  alMmt  to  nakfl^ 
namely,  that  before  you  repeat  your  complaints  that  BritiBti  sailors  hava 
entered  the  service  of  tiie  so-called  Confederate  States,  you  will  fomitdi 
me  with  proofs  that  all  British  subjects  serving  in  the  fed^^  army  or 
navy  have  been  discharged,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  not  to  ea- 
list  or  engage  such  persons  to  serve  in  arms  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  her 
H^esty's  proclamation. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  with  the  higbest  oonsidetation,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbasois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£&,  Ae.,  i&e. 


Mr.  Ad(ani  to  Earl  BtuteU, 

liSaATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  .^ril  26, 1863. 

My  Lokd:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
note  of  the  20th  instant,  in  answer  to  several  notes  of  mine,  makinjf 
oertfun  representations  in  regard  to  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  in 
warlike  operations  on  the  ocean,  against  the  eommerce  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  with  whom  her  Majesty  is  at  peace. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  trutJi  of  former  allegations  I  now  have  the 
honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy  of  a  miimte  or  agreement^ 
duly  signed  by  certain  parties,  well  known  at  Liverpool,  which  was  given 
to  one  of  tlie  men  who  sailed  in  the  vessel  called  first  the  Japan,  and 
then  the  Virginia — a  vessel  the  objects  and  intent  of  which  have  been 
already  exposed  by  Uie  evidence  accompanying  my  note*  to  your  lordship 
df  the  15th  instant. 

Upon  examining  the  statute  of  the  realm,  by  the  terms  of  which,  in 
HiB  second  section,  any  proceeding  of  the  sort  indicated,  if  established 
by  proof,  is  pronounced  a  misdemeanor,  and  the  party  guilty  of  it  pun- 
Ishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  compe- 
tent to  try  the  same,  I  do  not  perceive  that  the  enforcement  of  this  pro- 
vision is  made  dependent  upon  the  exterior  action  of  parties  who  have 
occasion  to  complain  of  the  commission  of  these  offenses;  nor  do  I 
understand  their  privilege  of  furnishing  information  of  such  facts,  aa 
may  have  become  known  to  them,  to  her  Mtyesty's  government  to  be 
jMuuected  with  any  condition,  excepting  tiiose  implied  obUgations  of 
oonrtesy  which  regulate  the  intercourse  of  sil  civilized  nations. 

It  is,  therefore,  not  without  the  greatest  surprise  that  I  gather  from 
the  terms  of  your  lordship's  note  an  impression  that  my  government,  for 
the  future,  ia  to  be  debarred  firom  presenting  evidence  of  the  violations 
of  neutrality  committed  within  this  kingdom  by  the  enlistment  of  her 
M^esty's  subjects  te  make  war  on  the  people  of  the  United  Stetes,  until  I 
can  furnish  proofs  that  all  British  subjects  who  may  have  found  their 
own  way  to  the  United  States  at  any  time  within  the  present  centnry, 
aod  have  voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  federal  army  or  navy,  have  been 
dischai^ed,  and  that  orders  have  been  given  not  to  enlist  or  engag« 
ioch  persons  to  serve  in  ocmB  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  her  Majesty's  proe- 
lunation. 
I  need  not  point  out  to  your  lordship  the  &ot  that  this  ia  asking  whM 

■  EV  this  Qoto  MO  dlspatoh  from  Mr.  Adsms  to  Ur.  Sewud,  No.  379,  April  17,  Ut^ 
priutad  tmder  "  Bebol  CmiMn,"  BubdinaloD  "  Tba  Georgia,"  pott. 
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it  is  altogether  beyond  tiie  powers  of  the  government  of  the  UeiteA 
States  to  do  by  virtae  of  any  eziBting  law.  Yoar  lordship  has  hereto- 
fore,  on  many  occasions,  called  tny  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  M^jee• 
ty's  government  cannot  go  beyond  the  law  in  applying  a  remedy  to  any 
•base,  however  flagrant.  It  certainly  would  not  counsel  another  govent- 
ment  to  do  that  which  it  reuses  to  do  It'Self.  It  is  quite  certain  that  a 
very  large  number  c^  persons,  reckoned  still  as  subjects  by  the  law  of 
the  realm,  have  yet  emigrated  to  the  Uuited  States,  have  renounced  their 
allegianoe  to  her  Majesty,  and  have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Ab  such  they  are  recognized  as  having  obtained  certain  new  rights,  and 
beoome  sniiyect  to  correlative  obligations.  One  of  these  last  is  that 
incumbent  equally  on  atl  citizens  of  serving  their  country,  if  called  upon, 
in  tame  of  war.  From  this  it  is  not  possible  for  the  government  to  re- 
lieve them.  Ilence,  if  her  Majesty's  government  is  to  be  understood  as 
reqoiring  that  a  condition  of  discharging  the  large  number  of  persons 
unbraced  in  this  category  from  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  States  is  to  be  tiilfllled  prior  to  the  exercise  by  the  United  States 
of  a  right  to  make  representations  respecting  the  violations  of  the  laws 
enforcing  neutrality  committed  within  this  kingdom  by  the  enlistment 
of  her  M^esty's  subjects  in  a  war  against  a  friendly  nation,  I  very  much 
fear  lest  this  act  may  be  construed  as  indicative  of  a  disposition  to  cut 
off  the  opportunities  of  remonstrance  by  demanding  the  performance  of 
an  obvious  impossibility.  Of  course  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  suppose 
that  such  an  intention  has  been  entertained  for  a  moment.  Yet,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that,  according  to  the  terras  of  your 
lordship's  note,  the  efiect  indicated  must  practically  follow. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  acknowledges,  and  will,  when- 
ever called  upon,  perform  the  obligation  to  enforce  the  laws  prohibiting 
its  citizens  from  entering  into  the  military  or  naval  service  of  friendly 
nations  engaged  in  war  with  one  another.  But  they  cannot  engage  to 
refuse  the  service  of  volunteers  who  may  be  disposed  to  come  to  the 
United  States  and  offer  their  aid  in  the  great  struggle  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  no  matter  from  what  conntry  they  may  come.  The  memory  of 
Boch  names  as  La  Fayette,  Koscinsko,  and  Deiiiilh,  not  to  mention  otl^ra, 
remains  too  much  in  honor  among  them  to  justify  any,  such  step.  Her 
Majesty's  government,  in  appearing  to  require  it,  asks  more  than  has 
ever  been  suggested  under  any  theory  of  iutemational  law,  and  directly 
the  opposite  of  what  it  has  been  heretofore  in  the  habit  of  practicing 
itself. 

The  archives  of  this  legation,  for  many  years  back,  and  running  far 
beyond  the  period  of  the  late  war  with  fiussia,  abound  in  instances  of 
applicotions  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  the  discharge  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States  who  have  voluntarily  enlisted  in  her  Majesty's  service. 
In  some  cases  they  have  been  granted  as  a  matter  of  favor,  but  never 
as  an  acknowledgment  of  right.  And  of  late  years  they  have  been  uni- 
formly refused  unless  coupled  with  the  condition  commonly  attached  to 
the  discharge  of  subjects,  the  repayment  of  the  advance — the  tempt»- 
tioo  which  drew  them  to  enlist.  I  have  now  before  me  a  note,  received 
from  an  individual  alleging  himself  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  State.a, 
but  as  a  gunner  in  the  British  navy,  driven  by  his  poverty  to  enlist, 
praying  me  to  interpose  in  bis  behalf,  and  to  transfer  bim  to  a  post  where 
he  could  serve  his  own  country  in  this  her  time  of  greatest  need.  I  have 
been  obliged  to  answer  his  application  by  saying  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment declines  to  act  in  similar  cases,  excepting  as  matters  of  favor, 
and  &en,  in  such  a  position  as  his,  only  on  the  requisition  of  the  pay- 
ment of  thirty  pounds.    A  condition  like  this  is  generally  egoivalent  to 
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a  denial.  It  is  not  part  of  my  purpose  to  complain  of  this  conrse.  Bat 
Buch  being  the  practice  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  can  scarcely  be 
expected  rhat  ttie  government  of  the  United  3tat«e  coold  be  called  upon 
to  adopt  auy  otiier, 

^Neither  is  this  the  only  or  the  strongest  instaqce  of  the  declaration  of 
her  Majesty's  ^overument  of  a  right  to  accept  the  services  of  the  people 
of  all  nations  in  time  of  war.  Lord  Stowell,  than  whom  no  more  eminent 
authority  ie  ever  cited  as  authority  in  British  jnrispradence,  has  expli- 
citly declared,  in  the  broadest  terms,  that  "in  time  of  war  every  coontiy 
admits  foieigners  into  its  general  service."  This  is  a  measure  "to 
which  every  country  has  resort,  in  every  war,  whether  prosperous  or 
adverse." 

Her  M^esty's  government  proceeded  to  act  upon  this  principle  in  the 
very  last  war  in  which  Great  Britain  was  engaged.  And  her  secretary 
of  state  for  foreign  affairs  at  the  time.  Lord  Clarendon,  appears  to  have 
enunciated  it,  in  the  very  widest  terras,  in  addressing  the  government  of 
the  United  States.  ITi  defending  the  action  of  persons  who  actually 
vent  far  beyond  the  line  marked  out,  his  lordship  affirmed  that  unless 
there  was  an  express  law  forbiddiag  the  subjects  of  a  country  to  leave 
the  territory,  it  was  perfectl,y  legitimate  for  another  conatry  to  invite 
them  to  leave  it  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  its  service.  I  quote 
the  language  of  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Cramptou,  of  the  16th  November, 
1855: 

"  It  is  of  coarse  competent  to  any  nation  to  enact  a  mnnicipal  law, 
Bneh  as  actually  exists  in  many  countries,  forbidding  its  subjects  to  leave 
its  territory;  but  iu  such  cases  ^oiviiat  career  est;^  and  it  may  be  the 
duty  of  other  countries  to  abstain  from  actively  assisting  the  oaptivea 
to  escape  from  the  national  prison  in  order  to  serve  another  master.  But 
the  government  of  the  United  States  has  enacted  no  such  law.  It  jnstly 
boasts  of  its  complete  freedom  in  this  respect — '  civita«  non  career  enV 
Atl  residents  therein,  whether  foreigners  or  citizens,  are  perfectly  free 
to  leave  its  territory,  without  the  permission  of  tlie  government,  at  their 
owu  absolute  discretion,  and  to  enter  the  service  of  any  other  state  when 
once  ttfithin  its  frontier.  To  invite  them  or  persuade  them  to  do  what  is 
thus  lawful  can  constitute  no  violation  of  the  territorial  rights  which 
the  sovereign  power  has  never  claimed  or  exercised  " 

Neither  is  this  all,  nor  even  the  most  decisive  testimony  to  the  policy 
heretofore  pursued  by  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  statute  of  the  realm,  of  ancient  date^ 
which  expressly  authorizes  and  directs  the  enlistment  of  foreigners,  of 
any  and  every  nation,  into  the  army  or  navy,  in  time  of  war,  and  wliich 
tenders  to  them  as  an  inducement  the  boon  of  naturalization  as  British 
Bobjectfi.  That  act,  though  passed  to  meet  any  immediate  emergency, 
appears  to  give  powers  which  reWve  its  vigor  on  the  breaking  out  of 
any  future  war.  I  have  no  reason  to  supjwse  that  it  is  not  yet  in  force 
to  this  day.  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  that  statute.  I 
cannot  help  believing  that  it  placea  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  donbt 
the  question  of  principle  which  lies  at  tlio  bottom  of  this  discussion,  so 
far  as  the  uniform  action  of  this  kingdom  contributes  to  establish  it 
wnong  nations. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment will  so  far  reconsider  the  interdiction  they  appear  to  have  laid 
Qpon  Uie  United  States,  in  the  present  case,  as  not  to  demand,  as  a  prior 
oondition,  the  performance  of  a  common  act  of  remonstrance,  not  simply 
a  series  of  measures  never  required  before,  but  one  at  war  with  the  wIh^ 
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previoaB  policy  of  Great  BritAin  in  its  own  case,  contrary  to  the  general 
practice  of  nations,  as  wel\  as  obrioosly  impossible  to  perform. 

I  pray  yoor  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  he,  iay  lord,  your  most  obeflient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Bael  Russell,  tic,  tfcc,  tfec 


Agreement  made  at  LiTerpool  this  2Sth  cUj-  of  Harcli,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 

advance  two  pounds  ten  shUlings pence  to  Edward  Davis,  on  this 

agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds  ton  shillings peuce,  provided 

the  said  Edward  Davis  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river 
Clyde. 

JONES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street.  .    . 


ANNO  DECIMO  TEETIO   GEOBOII  H,  CAP.  lU. 

An  act  for  the  better  supply  of  mariners  arid  seamen  to  serve  inhitM<ijetty'$ 
ships  of  tear,  and  on  board  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  ships,  and 
privateers. 

For  the  better  supply  of  mariners  and  seamen  to  serve  in  hia  Majesties 
ships  of  war,  and  on  board  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  veasus, 
and  privateers,  and  for  the  better  carrying  on  the  present  or  any  future 
war,  and  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  during  the  continuance  thereof, 
may  it  please  your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted  by 
the  King's  most  excellent  Mi^jesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  lords  spiritual  a!ud  temporal,  and  commons,  in  this  present  Par- 
liament assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same — 

That,  during  the  coutiuuaneo  of  this  present  war,  and  no  longer,  ex- 
cept in  respect  of  such  merchantshipsaudothertradingships  or  vessels, 
and  privateers,  which  shall  be  on  their  voyage  before  the  determination 
of  this  war,  who  shnll  be  and  are  hereby  allowed  the  liberty  and  benefit 
of  returning  home,  navigated  in  the  manner  as  hereinafter  is  provided, 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  merchant  ship,  or  other  trading  ship  or 
vessel,  or  privateer,  to  be  navigated  by  foreign  seamen  or  mariners,  not 
beingnatives  of  G-reat  Britain,  or  any  of  the  colonies  or  plantations  thereto 
belonging,  or  his  Mnjesty's  natural  or  naturalized  subjects,  so  as  the  num- 
ber of  such  foreign  seamen  or  mariners  do  not  exceed  three-fourths  of  the 
mariners  at  any  one  time  employed  to  navigate  such  merchant  ships,  or 
other  trading  ship  or  vessel,  or  privateer ;  and  that  one-fourth,  at  least, 
of  the  mariuers  or  seamen  so  employed  be,  at  all  times,  natives  or  bis 
Majesty's  naturalized  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  (sudden  death  and  a 
hazard  and  casualties  of  war  and  the  seas  saved  and  excepted,]  one  act 
of  Parliament,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign  King 
Charles  the  II,  intituled  An  act  for  the  encouraging  and  increasing  of  ship- 
ping and  navigation,  or  any  other  statute  or  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

U.  And  for  the  better  encouraging  of  foreign  mariners  and  seamen  to 


tl2  ENPOBCBlfENT  OF  NEUTBALITT. 

oome  and  aerve  oa  tword  ships  belonging  to  thia  kingdom  of  Great 
BritaJQ,  be  it  farther  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  everr 
siich  foreigner,  mariner  or  seaman,  who  shall,  irom  and  alter  the  lat  day 
of  tnuiuary,  1739,  have  faithfully  served  dnrlng  the  time  of  war  on  board 
any  of  his  Majesty*))  ships  of  war,  or  any  merchant  or  other  trading  ship 
or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels,  or  privateer,  (which,  at  the  time  of  Bach 
service,  shall  belong  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  Great  Britain,) 
for  the  space  of  two  years,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  natnral-bom  subject  of  his  Majesty's  kingdom  of  Great 
Sritain,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges,  powers,  rights,  and 
capacities  which  such  foreign  mariner  or  seaman  conld,  should,  or  ought 
to  have  had  and  enjoyed  in  case  he  had  been  a  natural-bom  subject  of 
lUB  Majesty,  and  actually  a  native  within  the  kingdom  of  Qreat  Britam. 

III.  Provided,  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  de- 
dared,  that  no  person  who  shall  be  naturalized  by  virtue  of  this  act 
ahall  thereby  be  enabled  to  be  of  the  privy  conncit,  or  a  member  of 
either  house  of  Parliament,  or  to  take  any  office  or  place  of  trust,  either 
civil  or  military,  or  to  have  any  grant  of  lands,  tenements,  or  heredita- 
ntents  from  the  Orown  to  himself,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust 
for  him,  anything  herein  contained  to  tlie  contrary  thereof  in  anywise 
notwithstanding. 

IV.  And  be  it  fortiier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty, -his  heirs  and  successors,  at  all  times, 
when  It  shall  be  found  necessary  to  declare  vrar  against  any  fo*«ign 
power,  to  publish  a  royal  proclamation,  if  he  or  they  shall  judge  it 
le^nisite,  to  permit  all  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  vessels,  and 
pnvateers,  to  be  manned  ^>th  foreign  mariners  and  seamen  during 
Boch  war,  in  the  manner  as  by  this  act  provided;  and  that  upon  the 
publishing  of  such  proclamation,  this  act,  and  everything  therein  con- 
tained, shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  full  force  and  virtue,  and  have  eontinn- 
ance  for  and  during  the  time  of  any  said  war,  and  no  longer,  except  in 
respect  to  snoh  merchant  ships  and  other  trading  ships  or  vessels,  and 
privateers,  which  shall  be  on  their  voyage  before  the  determinatiou  (rf 
snch  war.  who  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  allowed  the  liberty  and  benefit 
of  retorning  home,  navigated  in  the  manner  as  hereinbefore  is  provided. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Betcard. 

Ko.  398.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londott,  Apnt  30,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tra^ismit  a  copy  of  one  of  the  official  pnbit 
cations  made  for  the  aseof  Parliament,  containing  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  Lord  Bussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of 
alleged  enlistments  on  account  of  the  United  States  in  Great  Britain. 
One  additional  note  has  been  written  by  me  since  the  date  of  this  publi- 
cation ;  a  copy  of  which,  with  its  inclosnres,  is  likewise  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAJILES  FBAITGIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrujAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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.Mr.  AtUtma  to  JBari  Rvateli, 

LsaATION  OB  THE  UHITXID  STATES, 

Xondon,  April  29,  1863. 
Mt  Lobd  :  In  furtlieT  explanation  of  the  viewB  which  I  had  the  hoDor 
to  submit  to  you,  in  my  note  of  the  18th  instant,  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
present  emigration,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copies  of  notes  addressed 
to  me  by  two  gentlemen  of  high  character  in  the  United  States,  who  are 
in  a  position  to  write  with  knowledge  of  the  facts.  The  original  memo- 
TttDdum,  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  sabmitCed,  is  now  in  my  hands. 
I  pray,  Ac., 

GHABIiES  FBAXOIS  ADAHS. 
Kght  Hon.  SiJtL  BnssEiX,  <£«.,  Ac.,  cGv. 

Mr.  AtpinwaU  to  Mr,  Adanu. 

TUXBDAT  MoBKina. 
My  Deab  Sie:  I  mentioned  to  you,  some  days  ago,  that  several  rail- 
roada  were  lookiog  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Canada  for  laborers  exempt 
ftom  the  conscription  act.  Two  or  three  companies  were,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  making  BDcb  arrangements.  To-day  I  happened  to  speak  of 
the  matter  to  Mr.  McHeory,  the  agent  of  the  Atlantic  and  Great  West- 
ern railroad,  now  bein^  extended  through  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  I 
received  firom  him  the  inclosed  memorandum  from  the  agents  in  Ifew 
York,  on  the  promise  to  return  it  to  bim  this  week.  McAndrew  and 
Wann  are  British  subjects ;  the  latter  brother .  to  the  manager  of  th^ 
Belfast  Bank.  And  Mr.  Eennard,  the  consulting  engineer  alluded  to  in 
meuorandam,  is  an  EngUshman,  nephew  to  the  bankers  in  this  city. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  ASPINWALL, 
Edwardt'a  Hotel. 
His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adaus,  i&e. 

Messrs.  MeAndrew  &  Warm  to  Mr.  Bmry. 
[Memomndnni.  ] 

ITbw  Toek,  March  27, 1863. 
Deab  Sib  :  Mr.  Eenuard  wishes  yon  to  send  out  500  mechanics.  He 
will  have  work  for  them,  and  more.  Wages  here — say,  blacksmiths,  13 
to  $2  50 ;  riveters,  $1  50  to  i'Z\  fitters,  the  same;  moldere,  $1  50 ;  and 
trimmers,  do.,  per  day.  Riveters  wanted  particularly.  He  also  would 
like  you  to  send  out  3,000  laborers.  Their  wages  will  be  $1  25  per  day. 
They  should  pay  tiieir  own  way  ont.  Mechanics  can  be  had  in  Belfast 
and  Scotland. 

Truly  yours, 

MOANDREW  &  WAN2I. 
SiXEB  Henbt,  Esq.,  London. 

Mr.  Fories  to  Mr.  Adams. 

LoiTDON,  April  28,  1863. 
Mt  Deak  Sie  :  The  extraordinary  misapprehension  which  seems  t* 
exist  here,  even  among  sajte  people,  in  regard  to  enlistments  in  thiB 
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ooontry  for  Uie  United  States,  leads  me  to  state  tbat  more  tbast  two 
montba  ago  I  was  called  upon,  aa  a  director  iu  one  of  onr  Lake  Superior 
Ifuid  companies,  to  vote  apon  an  appropriation  of  money,  to  be  used  in 
combination  with  otlier  companies  there,  for  bringing  miners  and  other 
l^Mrers  over  to  supply  the  great  want  of  labor  that  had  already  been 
&lt  there.  I  know,  too,  that  the  great  railroad  lines  of  the  West  wra^ 
soffering  under  the  increase  of  wages  and  the  scarcity  of  men,  especially 
of  those  exempt  from  <lraft.  Even  on  the  seaboard,  in  oar  shortwlDter 
days,  common  labor  was  at  $1  25  per  diem. 

It  seema  to  me  Uie  plain  f^ts  of  the  ease  are  qaite  enough  to  e^lain 
the  emigration,  without  supposing  want  of  good  faith  in  our  govern- 
ment as  its  cause  or  stimnlant. 
Very  truly  yours, 

J,  M.  FOBBES. 

"Hifl  Excellency  Oharlbs  Fbauois  Adams,  &e.,  &c, 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

Ka  580. 1  Dbpabthent  of  State, 

Waakinffton,  May  6, 1863. 
Sib  :  Tour  dispatch  of  April  17  (So.  378)  has  been  received.  Toar 
refutation  of  the  allegations  that  this  government  is  engaged  in  enliR6- 
ing  in  Great  Britain  recruits  for  its  armies  is  approved.  No  agent  for 
Boch  a  purpose  has  ever  been  sent  into  any.  foreign  country^  nor  has  any 
proposition  ever  been  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  sanctmned  by  thia 
government,  nor  has  any  such  an  one,  made  by  any  authorized  person, 
ever  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 
Chabi.es  Fbancis  Adamb,  Esq.,  «£c.,  i£c.,  <£c. 

Mr.  Adatna  to  Mr.  Bemard. 

[Eilract.] 

Ho.  406.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  May  7,  1863. 
Bm:  The  correspondence  referred  to  iu  my  dispatch  No.  396,  of  the 
30th  of  April,  has  been  since  closed  by  an  exchange  of  notes,  copies  of 
which  are  now  transmitted.        •••••• 

I  do  not  know  with  whom  rests  the  responsibility  for  the  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  my  notes,  as  mentioned  by  his  lordship,  I  have  taken  meaa- 
ares  to  flx  the  date  at  which  tbey  pa^  out  of  my  hands  at  the  Foreign 
Office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Barl  RutaeU  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

Foreign  Office,  May  1, 1663. 
Bm :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  of  April,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  20tli  of 
that  month,  did  not  reach  me  ontil  the  morning  of  the  28tlL    I  mention 

■I   C'.do^t^lc" 
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this  to  explain  to  jou  why  it  was  not  incladed  io  the  collectioa  of  papers 
presented  to  Parliament  on  the  27th,  of  which  my  letter  formed  a  part. 

I  think  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  tenor  of  yoor  letter,  to 
point  ont  to  you  that  yon  have  entirely  misappi'ehended  the  purport  of 
my  letter  of  the  20th  of  April.  My  object  in  that  letter  waa  not  to  dis- 
coss  the  question  of  the  practice  of  nations  to  admit  into  their  naval  or 
military  service  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  other  states,  but  merely  to 
point  out  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  no  right  to 
complain,  as  of  an  unfriendly  act  on  the  part  of  this  country,  that  Brit- 
ish subjects  took  Bcn'ice  with  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  no  long 
SB  the  government  of  the  United  States  allowed  and  encouraged  other 
British  eabjects  to  enter  into  their  own  military  sen-ice. 

The  government  of  tlie  United  States  mast  either  proceed  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  admitting  all  British  subjects  to  voluntary  service  in  ita  ships 
and  military  bodies,  and  then  it  has  no  reason  to  complain  that  the  con- 
federates do  the  same ;  or  it  must  appeal  to  the  foreign  enlistment  act, 
and,  in  that  case,  it  ought  not  to  encourage  in  its  own  practice  that 
which  it  denounces  in  the  case  of  the  confederates. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  cannot  ask  the  British  govern- 
ment to  act  partially  aud  unfairly.  If  thousands  of  British  subjects  are 
to  be  found  fighting  in  the  ranks  of  the  federals,  on  the  invitation  of 
the  United  States  authorities,  it  is  no  breach  of  neutrality  that  some 
hundreds  should  be  found  in  tlie  ships  and  armies  of  the  confederates 
i^n  a  similar  invitation  on  their  part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Chabubs  Feahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&e,,  &c.,  &e. 

Mr.  Adants  to  Earl  ButMelL 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LoTidon,  May  2, 1863. 

HtLord:  I  am  very  happy  to  understand,  by  the  terms  of  your  lord- 
ship's note  of  the  Ist  instant,  what  I  did  not  doubt  must  have  been  the 
feet,  that  no  intention  was  entertained  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  gov- 
ernment to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  of  remonstrances  on  the  pait  of 
my  government  against  the  enlistment,  by  parties  within  this  kingdom, 
01  her  Majesty's  subjects,  for  tlie  purpose  and  with  the  intent  to  carry 
on  war  against  a  nation  with  which  sbe  is  at  peace.  It  has  seemed  to 
me  that  such  proceedings  have  been  iind  are  carried  on,  in  violation  of 
die  neutrality  declared  in  tlie  present  contest,  and  to  that  extent  become 
just  subjects  of  complaint  on  my  part.  I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  ever 
carried  my  representations  beyond  that  point. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  ■£&,  &c.,  <£o. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

Kd  410.]  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  8, 1863. 
Bnt :  The  conespondenoe  on  the  subject  of  emigration  referred  to  ia 
my  dispatch  Ko.  398,  of  the  30th  nltimo,  appears  to  have  come  to  an 
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end  with  the  note  from  Lord  Bossell  of  Aat  suae  date,  a  w^j  ot  vhiob 
is  traaamitted  herewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  Berrant, 

CHABLES  FBAITOIS  ADAM8. 
Hon.  W1LLIA.H  H,  Sbwabd, 

Sevretary  0/  State. 


Marl  RiuseU  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoBEian  Oppiob,  April  30, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  lettw  of 
the  29th  instaDt,  in  further  explanation  of  the  emi^^tion  of  able-bodied 
persons  from  this  conntr;  to  the  Uoited  States. 

Beqaesting  yon  will  accept  in  j  thaoks  for  this  ooiamiinioation,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  «r,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
Chibles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£&,  <£«.,  d^ 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

'So.  589.J  Depabthent  op  State, 

WasMtiffton,  May  9, 1863. 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  24th  of  April,  1863,  (So.  392,]  has  been 
received.  I  have  read  with  care  and,  as  I  think,  with  candor,  its  accom- 
paniment, the  liote  which  Earl  Russell  addressed  to  you  on  the  24th  of 
-April  last  on  the  subject  of  reputed  acts  of  enlistment  for  our  military 
forces  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  your  reply  to  that  communication. 

We  have,  indeed,  observed  here  a  remarkable  increase  of  Immigation, 
especially  of  immigration  from  Ireland.  But'yon  are  entirely  correct  as 
well  as  truthful  in  the  declarations  you  have  made — that  not  one  person 
has  been  enlisted,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  Ireland,  or  in  any  n>reign 
country,  by  any  agent  or  under  any  authority  or  with  any  knowledge  of 
this  goveruinent.  You  have  assigned  some  of  the  causes  of  this  immi- 
gration. The  enlistment  and  conscription  of  men  into  the  loyal  and  de- 
voted armies  of  the  country,  the  inducements  to  military  ambitiou,  with 
the  increase  of  military  spirit  in  the  country,  which  is  continually  rend- 
ering the  soldier's  career  more  attractive ;  the  growth  of  national  spirit, 
with  an  increase  of  conMenco  in  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and,  of  course, 
an  increase  of  patriotic  devotion  to  it,  all  the  while  urging  citizens  to 
abauloQ  the  pursuits  of  civil  life ;  the  greater  publicity  o^the  contest 
in  foreign  countdes,  and  the  increased  favor  felt  tcward  it  there  a»  its 
true  character  comes  to  l>e  understood ;  a  marked  advance  in  the  prices 
of  labor  and  skill,  consequent  upon  a  condition  of  industrial  activity  in 
agriculture  and  in  the  mechanical  and  mauufacturiug  departments  which 
has  hitherto  been  unknown ;  the  advantages  offered  to  the  i>oor  of  every 
land  by  the  homestead  law — all  these  are  probably  beginning  to  be  felt 
in  Europe.  There  is  yet  another  material  cause ;  gold  and  silver  have 
to  some  extent  become  demonetized  here,  and  been  replaced  by  a  na- 
tioiial  cnrrency  which  is  satisfactory  to  the  masses  of  the  people.  The 
rewards  of  labor  paid  in  this  currency  are  increased,  without  being  bal- 
aooed  as  yet  by  a  oorrespOHding  increase  of  hiring  of  labor  abroad. 
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while  the  cost  of  sobsistence  here  ia  not  eqnsny  enhanced.  Yon  are  an* 
thorized  to  commonicate  to  Earl  Bossell  so  much  of  the  information 
famished  yon  bj'  this  dispatch  ae  yon  may  think  it  will  be  useful  that 
her  M^es^'s  government  should  have.  And  in  every  case  you  will  comi' 
teract  and  deny^  in  a  courteoos  maimer,  but  with  decision  and  earnest- 
neaa,  all  allegations  to  the  effe^it  that  we  ^«  enlisting  soldiers  in  Ireland, 
Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  foreig:n  country. 

I  trust  that  the  expositions  of  opinion  abroad  would  justify  us  in 
hoping  that  this  new  result  iu  Europe  of  our  deplorable  sMfe  is  likely 
to  induce  there  the  refleotiou  that  this  civil  war  has  no  tenacity  of  life, 
except  what  is  derived  from  the  support  and  sympathy  extended  to  it 
by  prejudiced  or  misguided  parties  in  foreign  countries,  whose  prosperity 
and  welfare  this  government  not  only  has  no  desire  to  distnrb,  but  really 
seeks  to  promote  through  as  speedy  retom  to  domestic  peace  as  can  be 
made  with  safety  to  the  national  existence. 

The  United  States,  by  fostering  slavery  here,  with  the  tacit  concur- 
rence of  foreign  states  for  fifty  years,  have  created  a  system  of  iutenia^ 
tional  industry  beneficial  to  European  countries.  It  is  hardly  te  be  ex- 
pected that,  when  that  policy  is  all  at  once  arrested  and  abandoned  here, 
at  the  cost  of  a  fearful  civil  war,  all  the  painful  results  of  so  sudden  and 
violent  a  change  will  be  confined  to  this  country,  and  that  the  European 
states  will  not  be  obliged  to  conform  theii'  own  social  industry  in  some 
respects  to  the  altered  condition  of  affairs. 
1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  aetrvwt, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chasles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  d^c,  <£c.,  <£c. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adarm. 

No.  597.]  Depaetkent  op  State, 

Washington,  May  18, 1863. 
Sir  :  Tou  dispateh  of  April  30  (No.  396)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  numerous  and  voluminous  accompaniments. 

I  have  neither  need  nor  disposition  to  add  anything  to  your  conclusive 
reply  to  the  novel  and  extraordinary  views  concerning  the  legality  <rf 
enlistment  of  foreigners  presented  by  Earl  Bnssell  in  his  note  to  you  on 
the  18th  of  April  last.  Tour  proceedings  in  *tbe  prosecution  of  the  cor- 
respondence are  approved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  Frakcis  Adaus,  Esq.,  «£o.,  «£c.,  dhc. 


[Trtmamitted  with  "  Hi.  Adams  to  Mi.  Sewaid,"  Ko.  4?r,  of  September  17, 1863.1 
Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Ez^tnLot.] 
FoBEiGN  Office,  S^tember  11,  1863. 
Sm:*  ••  •  •  *  * 

But  if  the  question  with  regard  to  men  is  to  be  raised,  the  difference 
is  far  greater.    Even  admitted,  as  asserted  by  you,  though  herMjyesty'a 
government  have  no  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  a  small  number  of 
British  subjects  have,  in  defiance  of  her  Mfyesty's  prodamation,  euga^^ 
27AC— TOL.n  '    '^■^'^\^l^ 
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in  tbe  service,  either  by  sen  or  laod,  of  the  confederates,  it  might  be 
asked  whether  no  British  seamen  are  uow  employed  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  government  T  At  all  eventa,  it  is  well  known 
that  large  nambera  of  natnral-bom  subjects  of  ber  Majesty  have  foaght 
and  fallen  in  the  ranks  of  the  federal  armies,  and  it  ia  confidently  as- 
serted, though  her  Majesty's  government  have  no  proof  of  the  fact,  that 
agents  of  the  federal  government  are  employed  within  the  United  King- 
dom to  engage  subjects  of  her  M^esty  to  emigrate  to  the  United  Stat«s 
with  a  view  of  engaging  when  there  in  the  military  service  of  the  fed- 
eral government. 

Her  Migesty's  government  would  fain  hope  that  such  reports  are  un- 
founded, because  such  a  proceeding  would  not  only  be  a  departure  fiom 
interaational  comity,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  tempting  British  subjects 
to  act  in  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation,  but  it  would  also  be 
diametrically  at  variance  with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  upon  a  similar  matter  in  1855,  diiring  the  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  Russia. 

•  •■•••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSEUi. 

Chasles  Fbancis  Ada^b,  Esq.,  <&c.,  &c.,  <&c. 

[The  above  note  will  be  found  printed  in  full  under  subdivision 
^'Lairds'  Bams,"  ante.] 

Mr.  Beward  to  Mr.  Adams, 
[Extract.] 
'So.  729.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Waahington,  October  5, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  snbnut  to  tha  President 
TOUT  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  September,  No.  497. 

•  *  •  •  •  •  • 
Earl  Russell  adds,  that  the  United  States  have  derived  some  milittuy 

supplies  from  Great  Britain,  and  enlisted  many  British  subjects  in  their 
cause.  But  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that  neither  such  supplies  nor  such 
men  would  have  been  necessary,  if  Great  Britain  had  not,  so  far  as  she 
"was  concerned,  first  raised  the  insurgents  to  the  position  of  belligerents, 
lieitber  the  government  of  Great  Britain^or  any  other  recognized  party, 
has  contended,  or  can  contend,  that  the  United  States  have  violated  any 
manicipal  law,  or  any  treaty,  or  the  law  of  nations,  or  even  comity  to- 
wards the  British  government,  in  the  proceedings  by  which  they  have 
received  as  merchandise  supplies  derived  from  British  sources,  and  have 
accepted  British  snbjects  voluntarily  residing  in  our  own  country,  and 
voluntarUy  enlit^ting  as  soldiers  and  seamen  in  maintaining  the  cause  of 
the  Union.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  United  States  stand 
upon  what  they  think  impregnable  ground,  when  they  refuse  to  be  dero- 
gated, by  any  act  of  British  government,  from  their  position  as  a  sov- 
ereign nation  in  amity  with  Great  Britain,  and  placed  upon  a  footing  of 
equality  with  domestic  insurgents,  who  have  risen  np  in  resistance 
against  their  authority. 


I  am,  air,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
Champs  Fbahoib  Adams,  Esq.,  d;e.,  (£o.,  (£o.        '    '^  .tKl^l 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD, 
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[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  7, 1664,  p.  1-3.] 

No.  1. 

Mr.  Arbutknot  to  Mr.  Sioamond. 

TBEASimT  CHAMBEES, 

November  21, 1863. 
Srs :  I  am  commanded  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's 
treasmy  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Bussell,  the 
inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customij  relating  to  a 
report  that  the  United  States  war  sloop  Kearsarge  had  taken  oa  board 
British  subjects  at  Queenstown,  and  I  am  to  state  that  my  lords  vonld 
be  glad  to  be  informed  whether,  in  his  lordship's  opinion,  any  further 
stops  should  be  taken  in  the  matter. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  ABBUTHNOT. 


[Iticlosnre  No.  1.] 
Mr.  Oardner  to  Mr.  Hamilton. 

CusTOM-HousB,  November  19, 1883. 

Sm :  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commissioucrs  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  that  a  nunor  having  reachied 
the  collector  of  this  revenue  at  Cork,  that  the  United  States  war  sloop 
Kearsarge,  which  put  into  that  port  ou  the  2d  instant,  had  taken  on 
board  aQd  proceeded  to  sea  with  several  men,  being  British  subjects  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Queenstown,  he  caused  inQniry  to  be  made,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  any  infringement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  had  taken  place.  The  person  from  whom  the 
rtunor  emanated  was  a  person  named  Samuel  Dnnn,  a  pensioner,  re- 
siding at  Bingaskiddy.  Upon  being  questioned  by  the  collector,  Dunn 
stated  that  James  Haley,  a  native  of  Bingaskiddy,  and  who  lived  at  that 
place  about  twenty  years  ago,  at  which  time  he  was  in  the  British  ser- 
vice on  board  of  the  Shamrock,  afterwards  joined  the  American  service, 
and  is  now  an  ofBcer  on  board  of  the  Kearsarge.  Ou  the  recent  arrival 
of  that  vessel,  Haley  went  on  shore  at  Bingaskiddy  to  visit  his  relatives, 
and  while  on  shore  remained  at  the  house  of  his  sister.  It  is  alleged 
that  during  his  stay  there  he  persuaded  the  following  persons  to  go  to 
sea  in  the  Kearsarge,  but  under  what  agreement  no  evidence  appears : 
John  SuIUvan,  Edward  Pyburne,  Thomaa  Murphy,  George  Patterson, 
Dennis  Leary,  natives  of  Bingaskiddy. 

It  is  also  alleged  that  Michael  Ahern,  of  Queenstown,  joined  the  said 
vess^.  The  fire  persons  first  named,  who  are  from  seventeen  to  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  were  taken  on  board  the  ship  by  John  Daun,  the  sod 
of  Samuel  Dnnn,  whose  declaration  to  that  effect  is  inclosed.  It  does 
not  appear  how  Michael  Ahem  (a  clerk  lately  dismissed  from  the  ser\'ic6 
of  Messrs.  Scott,  of  Queenstown)  was  taken  on  board.  The  reports  of 
the  officers  at  Cork,  and  the  declaration  of  John  Dunn,  having  been  re- 
fened  to  the  solicitor  of  this  revenue,  he  has  reported  that  the  cir- 
ciunstance  of  the  men  having  been  put  on  board  and  sailed  away  in  a 
vessel  of  war  of  the  United  States  affords  a  strong  inference  that  they 
have  entered  into  the  American  war  service,  but  that  the  proofs  are  not 
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very  Btrong  to'snpport  sacb  a  case,  and  Uiere  is  no  person  known  ashore 
vho  has  ^en  shown  to  be  concerned  in  enlisting  the  men  so  as  to 
lender  him  amenable  to  prosecution  onder  the  Be4M>nd  section  of  Htn 
foreign  enlistment  act,  nnless  it  be  John  Dnnn  himself  whose  statement 
is  Tery  vague. 

He  appears,  according  to  hig  own  statement,  to  have  acted  as  an  nn- 
paid  Toltmteer,  and  does  not  explain  wherefore  or  by  whose  instmctionB 
he  pat  the  men  on  board. 
I  am,  &c., 

F.  Q.  OABDKEB. 


[InoloHnlB  No.  S.] 
Dedarattan  of  John  Dwnn. 

QUEENSTOWN,  November  12, 1863. 
I,  John  Dnnn,  of  Eingaskjddy,  do  declare  that  on  Wednesday,  the 
4th  day  of  November,  I  took  on  board  the  American  sloop  of  war  Kear- 
sarge,  in  Qneenstown  harbor,  John  Sullivan,  Edward  Pybume,  Thomas 
Murphy,  and  George  Patterson,  and  on  Thursday,  the  5th  of  Kovember, 
Dennis  Leary,  all  of  whom  Uved  at  Bingaskiddy,  none  of  whom  have 
landed  to  my  knowledge.  . 

I  got  no  pay  for  taking  them  on  board,  th^  being  too  poor  to  pay,  and 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  payment  made  to  them  on  ^ard. 

JOmr  X  DTIHN. 

Bead  over  to  the  party  in  onr  presence,  who  witness  his  muk  hereto 
this  12th  November,  1863,  at  Qaeenatown. 
J.  MoOBE,  Surveyor. 
N.  Sbymoub. 
P.  DUHH. 

[From  British  Bine  Book, "  North  Amerioan,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  !M.] 
So.  2. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  to  Earl  EtateU. 

62  South  Aublet  Btreet, 

London,  November  2B,  1863. 
Mt  IjOBD  :  I  think  it  right  to  forward  to  your  lordship  the  inclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  received  th^  day  from  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Mason,  together 
with  copies  of  the  declarations  to  whiuh  it  refers. 
Believe,  &c, 

DONOUOHMOBB. 


[InoloaiiM  No.  1.] 
JIfr.  Jlf a«o»  to  ike  Earl  of  Donovghmore. 

16  BCB  HE  MABiqiTAn, 
Parity  Novembtr  2i 
My  Lobd  :  I  have  received  here  the  affidavits  of  which  I  1 
inclose  copies.  juCaXX^Ic 
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Th67  were  tab:eii,  ae  yoa  will  see,  at  Coit,  in  Ireland,  by  the  oommer- 
dal  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  at  that  place,  and  clearly  iHove 
the  eidiatment  of  a  nnmber  of  men  into  the  navfU  service  <^  tJie  United 
Stat«s  on  board  tiie  feder^  frigate  Kearsarge  whilst  receutiy  at  thst 
port  . 

It  is  oertainly  desirable  that  this  offense  should  be  bronght  to  the 
notice  of  the  gOTemment,  an  ofBce  which  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  per- 
form. 

I  have  taken  leave,  therefore,  to  send  the  papers  to  yon,  and  though 
without  any  reqaeat.  (which  I  could  not  take  the  lib^ty  to  make,)  yet 
if  you  think  proper  to  send  them  to  the  Foreign  Office,  it  wonld  {dace  it 
in  the  power  of  the  government  to  examine  into  the  facts.  The  origutal 
affidavits  remam  in  the  possession  of  Bobeit  Dowling,  esq.,  at  Code  oc 
Qoeenstown. 

I  have,  &&,  . 

J.  M.  MXSOK. 

jFoT  inclosed  f^davits  of  Patrick  Kennedy  (inclosnre  "So.  2)  aad 
Sdward  Lynch  (inclosnre  'So.  3)  see  indosurea  to  dispatch  ISo.  548  of 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  Beoembor  1, 1863.] 


Mr.  Adam»  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

No.  648.]  LEGAtlON  OF  THE  UNITED  StATEB, 

London,  Decetnber  4, 1863. 

Si£ :  On  the  30th  ultimo  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  BusselL  a  copy 
of  which  I  now  transmit.  It  seems  to  be  sapported  by  two  amdavita, 
which  have  already  found  their  way  into  the  newspapers,  and  £^q>ear  in 
the  Times  of  the  2d  instant. 

As  sooQ  as  possible  I  wrote  a  reply  t«  his  lordship's  note,  a  copy  of 
which  is  appended.  At  the  same  time  I  directed  my  secretary,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, to  write  a  lett&t  to  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  implicated,  to  learn 
£K>m  him  the  &ctB  in  the  case.  It  is  qnite  apparent  that  a  trap  was  laid 
finr  the  commuid^  of  the  Kearsarge.  I  shall  be  very  sorry  if  it  should 
torn  out  that  he  haa  fallen  into  it.  The  allegations  respecting  Mr.  Bast- 
man  are  so  vagne  and  slight  that  I  think  it  scarcely  probable  he  had  any 
share  in  tiie  transaction,  whatever  it  may  have  be«n. 

I  have  Just  received  a  telegram  from  Eastman  in  advance  of  his  latter, 
in  answer  to  Mr.  Wilson,  explicitly  denying  that  he  has  had,  diiecUy  m 
indirectly,  any  knowledge  of  a  participation  in  the  enlistment  of  a  Brit- 
ish snlneot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedi«it  servant, 

CHARLES  FBANCia  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Euseell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FosBiaif  Ofpicb,  Wovetnber  30, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  yonr  tdtention  to  the  foUowing  atate- 
moit,  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  her  M^estj'a  government, 
respecting  the  shipment  of  British  sntyects  on  board  the  united  States 
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riup  of  var  Eearsarge,  when  ia  the  port  of  Qneenstown,  for  aerrice  in  tlie 
navy  of  the  United  States : 

It  is  reported  that  vhen  the  Kearsarge  was  at  QueenstoTo,  early  in 
this  month,  one  of  her  officers  named  James  Haley,  vho  bad  been  a  res- 
ident of  Bingaskiddy,  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  who,  after  serving  on 
board  her  M^esty's  ship  Shamrock,  had  entered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  went  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  his  sister  at  that 
place,  and  when  there  persuaded  i&ve  persons,  named  John  Salliv^, 
Edward  Py borne,  Thomas  Murphy,  George  Patterson,  and  Dennis  Leary, 
to  go  te  sea  in  the  Kearsarge.  These  men  are  said  to  have  been  taken 
tm  board  that  vessel  by  one  J.  Dunn,  a  boatman  of  Eingasklddy  Another 
p«nw>n  of  the  name  of  Michael  Ahem,  lately  iu  Vbe  employment  of 
Messra.  Scott,  of  Queenstown,  is  also  reported  to  have  gone  on  board  at 
the  same  time.  None  of  these  persons  seem  to  have  come  on  BlH«e 
again,  and  they,  therefore,  must  have  sailed  in  the  Kearsarge  and  have 
tsJiea  service  in  her  as  seamen. 

Her  M^esty'a  government  have  also  been  fomished  with  copies  of 
atBdavits  made  by  Patrick  Kennedy  and  Edward  Lynch,  both  natives 
of  Queenstown,  who  declare  that  they  proceeded  on  board  the  Kearsarge 
to  enter  aa  seamen,  but  did  not  sail  iu  her. 

Patrick  Kennedy  deposes  that  ho  underwent  an  inspection  by  the 
ship's  doctor,  and  that  his  name  was  registered ;  that  he  saw  seven  oi 
eight  other  men  from  Bingaskiddy  come  on  board,  all  Irishmen,  one  of 
them  named  Murphy,  The  names  of  the  others  he  states  himself  not  to 
know.  He  states  that  he  was  informed  tiiat  the  pay  would  be  twelve 
dollars  per  month.  Kennedy,  however,  left  the  ship  with  the  pilot  and 
returned  to  land.  Kennedy  also  deposes  that  he  saw  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge Mr.  Eastman,  the  American  consul  at  Queenstown,  in  conversation 
Tith  one  of  the  omcers,  and  that  Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the  consul, 
vas  also  on  board. 

Edward  Lynch's  affidavit  corroborates  the  aasertJon  made  by  Kennedy. 
He  says  that  he  went  on  board  with  two  other  Irishmen,  Daniel  (>Oon- 
nell,  of  White  Point,  and  John  Connelly,  of  Bishop's  street,  Queenstown; 
and  that  O'Oonnell  and  Connelly,  having  been  passed  by  the  doctor, 
were  engaged  as  seamen,  together  with  three  other  men,  all  British  sub- 
jeots,  whose  names  he  did  not  know,  he  himself  being  r^ected  on  account 
of  hia  height.  He  declares  that  all  those  whom  be  saw  thus  raigaged 
soiled  in  the  vessel  when  she  left  Queenstown. 

I  need  not  point  oat  to  you  the  importance  of  these  statements,  as 
pToving  a  deliberate  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  coontry,  within  one  of 
its  harbors,  by  commissioned  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Before  I  say  more,  I  wait  to  learn  what  you  can  aUege  in  eztenuation 
of  snch  culpable  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  officers  of  die 
navy  and  the  United  States  consul  at  Queenstown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Ghables  FBAI4CIS  Adaub,  Esq.,  *Sx.,  <£«.,  dkc. 


[AfBdaTits  referred  to  In  the  pT«oeding  oommanicatioii.] 
THE  POHBION  BHUBTMBNT  ACT. 

60  St.  VmcEMT  Oebscbnt,  Glasgow,  November  30. 
8ie:  As  bearing  upon  the  known  wholesale  violations  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act  by  agents  and  officers  of  the  United  States  government, 


FEDIfBAL  RECRUITIMa  IN   IBELAND.  428 

I  snbmit  aa  matter  of  pablic  interest  at  this  time  the  following  otDcial 
docnments  whieli  have  come  into  my  hands. 

I  am,  &C.,  * 

JAMES  SMITH. 

Editor  of  the  Times. 

"  Borough  of  Cork,  to  wit :  by  one  of  her  Majesty's  j  ustices  of  the  peace 
for  the  borough. 

"  I,  Edward  Lynch,  of  QueenstoTm,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  yeoman,  do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  declare  that  the  American  war  steam  frigate 
Kearsarge  came  into  the  port  of  Queenstown,  in  this  county,  on  the  3d 
day  of  November  instant,  where  she  anchored  and  remained  till  the  6th 
day  of  November  following.  That  it  waa  rumored  that  she  was  taking 
men  for  the  support  of  the  war  now  going  on  in  America,  and  that  I,  in 
company  with  oue  Daniel  O'Connell,  of  Whitepoint,  and  one  John  Ccai- 
nolly,  of  Bishop's  street,  in  the  town  of  Qneenstown,  both  in  said  county, 
and  aU  Irishmen,  went  on  board  said  war  frigate.  That  I  remained  on 
boa^  said  war  fri^te  up  to  the  boor  of  half-past  5  o'clock  in  the  after- 
Qoon  on  said  day,  and  got  my  dinner  and  supper  on  board  with  all  the 
other  hands,  and  that  the  boatswain  of  said  frigate  shipped  the  said 
O'Connell  and  Connolly  to  serve  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  proceed 
to  America  therein,  but  objected  to  me  on  account  of  my  height.  That 
previously  to  the  shipping  of  said  two  men,  O'Connell  and  Connolly,  they 
had  to  pass  inspection  of  the  naval  doctor  on  board  in  the  usual  way  in 
which  men  enlisting  in  the  naval  service  have  to  do.  That  another  man, 
whose  name  I  do  not  know,  and  also,  as  I  believe,  a  British  subject,  who 
formeriy  belonged  to  a  merchant  ship,  and  was  residing  in  Queenstown 
for  about  three  months  previously,  passed  the  doctor,  and  was  shipped. 
That  two  other  men,  who  belong  to  Ringaskiddy,  in  this  county,  were 
also  taken  as  firemen  on  board  said  war  frigate,  and  that  it  was  stated 
on  board  that  the  pay  was  to  be  twelve  dollars  per  month.  That  the 
captain  of  said  frigate  was  not  on  board  at  the  time  of  these  occurrences; 
but  I  heard  the  commander  say  to  the  boatswain^  '  Pll  leave  them  in 
charge  to  you  now.'  The  boatswain  took  them  with  him,  and  in  some  ■ 
time  after  they,  the  said  CVConnell  and  Connolly,  returned,  and  told  me 
they  passed  the  doctor.  CGonnell's  mother,  now  Mrs.  Buckley,  lives  at 
the  back  of  the  chapel  at  Queenstown.  A  boatman  from  the  Holy  Ground 
at  Queenstown  also  came  on  board,  passed  the  naval  doctor,  in  the  usual 
way  aforesaid,  and  was  taken  into  service  on  board.  Tliere  were  about 
two  hundred  hands  on  board,  principally  English  and  Irish.  The  said 
war  frigate  sailed  from  this  port,  by  the  direction  of  the  admiral  now 
stationed  at  Queeustown,  on  Friday,  the  6th  day  of  November  instant; 
and  it  was  stated  they  would  first  proceed  to  France,  thence  to  America. 
The  men  of  whom  I  have  declared  sailed  on  board  said  war  frigate  out 
of  the  port  of  Cork,  and  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously 
believing  the  same  to  be  true,  in  pursuiuice  of  the  statute  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  oaths  md  the  substitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

bli 

"EDWAED  -x  LYNCH. 

«  Truly  read  by  me  to  said  Edward  Lynch. 

"THOMAS  H.  CROFTS. 
"  Made  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  the  borough  of  Cork,  this  lOtli 
day  of  November,  1863. 

"ROBERT  HALL, 
"  Om  of  her  Majeat^i  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  " 


Borough  of  Cork." 
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<'  Borough  Of  Cork,  to  irit :  by  one  of  h^  Mi^estiy^ft  jastioefl  of  tlie  peace 
for  the  boroagh  of  Cork. 

^  1,  Patrick  Kennedy,  of  Queenstown,  in  the  comity  of  Cork,  yeoman, 
do  solemnly  and  siocrely  declare  that  on  TQe^ay,  the  3d  day  of  Novem- 
ber instant,  I  went  on  board  the  American  war  frigate  Kearsarge,  t^ea 
lying  in  the  port  of  Cork,  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice to  which  she  belonged.  J,  Thomas  VesUng,  of  Queenstown,  and  two 
other  men  from  the  lighthouse,  whose  names  I  do  not  know,  were  with 
me.  We  all  went  for  the  same  purpose,  having  previously  ascertained 
that  the  ofiQcers  on  board  were  enlisting  men ;  ^iswaa  widely  circulated 
throughotit  Queenstown.  When  I  went  on  board  it  was  about  2  o'clock, 
and  one  of  the  officers  told  me  Fd  be  taken  as  a  landsman.  The  same 
officer  told  a  person,  whom  I  believe  to  be  the  bcKttswain's  mate,  to  take 
me  before  the  doctor,  and  accordingly  I  and  the  three  other  men  were 
taken  before  the  doctor  of  the  ship,  were  stripped,  even  our  stockings 
taken  off,  and  passed  his  inspection.  We  left  aboat  4  o'clock,  promising 
to  come  aboard  at  7  o'clock  same  evening.  I  did  ngt  go  aboard  that 
evening,  but  returned  at  about  7  o'clock  next  morning,  and  had  break- 
fast, dinner,  and  supper  on  board.  While  aboard  next  day,  seven  or 
eight  men  from  Bingaskiddy,  all  Irishmen,  came  aboard,  and  told  me 
they  had  passed  the  doctor.  These  men  sailed  on  board  the  vessel.  I 
did  not,  as  I,  when  outside  the  harbor,  as  the  pariies  were  asleep  below, 
slipped  into  the  boat  with  the  pilot,  and  came  home.  A  boy  named 
Murphy,  from  Qaeenstown,  also  passed  the  doctor,  and  sailed  in  the  ves- 
sel, as  did  all  the  others,  with  the  exception  of  Yesling ;  he  did  not  go. 
There  were  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  men  taken  on 
board,  nearly  all  Irish.  1  saw  Mr.  Eastman,  the  American  consul  for 
Qneenstown,  on  board.  He  was  in  conversation  with  some  of  the  officers 
on  board,  and  remained  for  some  time.  Mr.  Dawson,  the  agent  of  the 
consul,  was  also  on  board.  I  was  told  twelve  dollars  a  month  would  be 
the  pay.  After  we  passed  the  doctor  our  names  were  registered.  And 
I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the  same  to  he 
true,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  for  the  abolition  of  oaths  and  tiie 
sabatitution  of  declarations  in  lieu  thereof. 

Ul 

"PATEIOK  X  KESNEDT. 

"  Made  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  and  in  the  boroagh  of  Coik,  this 
I8th  day  of  November,  1863. 

"FELIX  MULLUN, 
"  One  of  Uie  JugUoes  of  the  Peace  for  the  Borough  of  Cork." 


Mr.  AeUims  to  Earl  RvaseU. 

LcaATlON  OP  THE  UNITED  SrATBS, 

London,  J)eceml>er  2,  1863. 
Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  presents  his  compliments  to  the  Bight  Honorable  Earl 
Buflsell,  her  Mtyesl^'s  principal  secretary  of  state  fgr  foreign  affairs,  and 
has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  his  lordsliii)'s  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  relating  to  certidn  nnlawfnl  proceedings,  alleged  to  have 
taken  place  at  Queenstown,  in  the  enlistment  of  her  Majesty's  subjects 
on  board  the  Kearsarge,  and  in  the  agency  of  the  consul  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Eastman,  in  that  transaction.  T'  I  > 
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It  would  be  a  cause  of  deep  regret  to  Kr.  Adams  if  any  jnst  gronndg 
should  have  been  given  by  an  officer  of  the  TJuited  States  to  any  similar 
allegation;  He  loses  no  time  in  assoring  liis  lordship  that  he  has  takeo 
immediate  meaanres  to  apprise  Mr.  Eastman  of  the  nature  of  the  state- 
ment thus  made,  and  to  obtain  the  necessary  explanations  of  the  matter 
^m  him.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Adams  cannot  permit  himself  to  doubt 
that  the  charge  will  prove  to  have  been  founded  in  some  misconception 
of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Adams  prays  Earl  Bussell  to  accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest 
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Ko.  6. 

The  Setsretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Adtmibaltt,  December  9, 1863. 
8iB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioueFS  of  the  admiralty 
to  send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Bussell,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Kear-Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Jones,  dated  the  7th  instao^  rela- 
tive to  fifteen  seamen  having  been  lauded  at  Qneenstown  from  tiie  United 
States  sloop-of-war  Kearsarge,  who  stated  that  they  had  berai  shipped 
at  that  port. 

I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  BOMAIITE. 


XInoIoHnr6.J 

£«ar-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"Hastogs,"  Qubbkbtowh, 

Deoember  7, 1863. 
SlB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  their  lordship's  information,  that 
the  United  States  st«am  corvette  Kearsarge  came  off  the  harbor  this 
morning,  and  shortly  afterwards  fifteen  seamen  were  lauded  from  her 
by  the  Petrel,  a  schooner  pilot-boat,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Scott  &  Co., 
merchants,  of  Queenstown. 

2.  It  appears  from  the  statements  of  these  men  that  they  were  shipped 
between  the  2d  and  6th  INovember  last,  while  the  Kearsarge  was  wind- 
bound  at  this  port,  and  regularly  entered  as  part  complement  of  the  ship 
on  arriving  at  Brest. 

3.  I  would  beg  to  observe  that  Captain  'Winalow,  of  the  Kearsarge,  was 
perfectly  aware  of  her  M^csty's  proclamation  and  the  statute  l^w  on  that 
point,  as  he  had  a' copy  of  the  proclamation  in  his  possession,  and  I  had 
a  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  he  stated  to  me  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consal,  that  he  did  not  want 
any  men — he  only  wanted  a  clerk. 

4.  The  men  now  landed  are  in  cnstody,  awaiting  the  decision  of  the 
custom-house  authorities  in  London. 

5.  I  have  further  to  add  that  Mr.  Eastman,  tJie  United  States  consul, 
read  to  me  this  morning  a  letter  he  had  received  from  Captain  Winslow, 
of  the  Kearsarge,  stating  that  a  number  of  men  were  fonnd  secreted  on 
board  the  Kearsarge  after  his  leaving  Qneenstown  on  tiie  dth  November, 
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and  that  lie  woald  have  landed  tbem  at  Brest,  bat  tbat  doing  so  woald 
hare  put  tbem  into  the  bauds  of  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida, 
and  be  now  eenda  tbem  on  tdiore  at  Qneenstown. 
I  have,  &C., 

LEWIS  JONES. 


[From  Britiah  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  6-8.] 

3!T0.   7. 

The  Seeretary  to  ths  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

ADsnEALTY,  December  19, 1863. 
Bib:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  9tb  instant,  I  am  commanded 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  yoa  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  Earl  Bassell,  a  copy  of  a  ftirther  letter  from  Bear- 
Admiral  Sir  Lewis  Jones,  dated  the  8th  instant,  with  copies  of  its  inclos- 
ores,  relating  to  the  men  relanded  at  Queenst«wn  M>m  the  United  States 
ship  of  war  Kearsarge. 
lam,  &0., 

W.  O.  EOMAINB. 


Rear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jones  to  ike  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

"Hashngs,"  at  Quebnstowm, 

DeoemJwr  8, 1863. 
SiB:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  I  inclose  here- 
with, for  their  lordships'  information,  a  copy  of  the  letter  £rom  Captain. 
Winslow,  of  the  United  States  sloop  Kearsarge,  which  Mr.  Eastman, 
the  United  States  consnl,  read  to  me  yesterday.  Also  a  letter  ftom 
Captain  Winslow  to  myself,  reporting  his  arrival  for  the  purpose  of  land- 
ing sixteen  men,  said  to  have  concealed  themselves  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge prior  to  tbat  ship's  departure  from  Qneenstown  on  the  5th  of 
November,  with  copies  of  the  certiflcatea  of  Captain  Winslow  and  Lieu- 
tenant Thornton,  executive  officer  of  the  Kearsarge,  relating  to  the  men 
in  question. 

2.  Since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  find  another  man  was  landed, 
which  makes  the  number  sixteen  instead  of  fifteen, 

3.  On  the  United  States  consul  infonniog  me  that  be  intended  to  go 
on  board  the  Kearsarge  to  communicate  with  Captain  Winslow,  I  re- 
quested him  to  state  to  that  ofKcer  that  I  considered  the  manner  of  land- 
ing the  men  in  a  pilot-boat  without  having  previously  communicated 
wiUi  the  authorities  of  this  place  was  irregular. 

I  am,  &c., 

LEWIS  T.  JONES. 


[Ineloemre  No.  3.} 

Captain  WinsUw,  U.  S.  N.,  to  Mr.  Eagtm<m. 

[For  this  inclosure  Bee  inclosure  to  dispatch  No.  661,  of  Mr.  Adiams  to 
Mr.  Seward,  dated  December  22, 1863,  post.)  r   ,     i    C.  ( K 1 1^  I C 
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[ladosure  No.  3.] 

Captain  Wittshto  to  Eear-Admiral  Sir  L.  Jonet. 

EJEABSABGE,  OFF  QlTEENSTOWN, 

December  7, 1863. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  came-to  off  Qaeensto'wn 
for  the  parpose  of  landing  sixteen  refhgees  ^ho  had  coached  tbem- 
selvea  on  board  this  ship,  prior  to  her  departure  from  Qaeenstovu  on 
the  5th  of  November. 

I  learn  here  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  magnify  this  circnm- 
etance,  for  pnrposefl  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 

I  have  therefore  given  to  the  American  consul  my  certificate  vith  a 
lepresentation  of  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship, 
and  I  have  directed  the  consul  to  hand  yon  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW. 

[ForincloBores  4  and  5  to  No.  7,being  the  certiflcateof  Captain Wjns- 
lov  and  the  report  of  Mr.  Tbomton,  his  executive  officer,  see  dispatch 
Na  553  of  Mr.  Adams  toMt.  Seward,  dated  December  U,  1863,  post] 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Setoard. 


Ko.  553.]  Lbgatioh  of  th£  United  States, 

jKmdmt.  December  11, 18C3. 

Stb:  Since  writing  my  dispateh  No.  548,  of  the  4th  instant^  I  have 
received  a  lett«r  fi^m  Mr.  Eastman,  exonerating  himself  m>m  the 
charges  brought  against  him  on  the  strength  of  the  depositions  referred 
to  by  Lord  BosseU.  On  the  7th  I  addressed  a  note  to  his  lordship,  a 
copy  of  which  is  annexed. 

Captain  Winslow  has  touched  at  Queenstown,  and  set  ashore  sixteen 
men,  who  are  presumed  to  be  the  persons  referred  to  in  the  depositions. 
He  and  Mr.  Eastman  have  sent  me  papers  explaining  the  circamstances 
under  which  they  were  carried  away,  copies  of  which  are  transmitted. 
I  have  not  yet  sent  copies  to  Lord  Bnssell,  nor  have  1  replied  to  Captain 
Winslow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHABLBS-  FBANCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretarji  of  State. 


Mr.  Adame  to  Earl  Biusell. 

Leoatioh  of  the  Untfed  States, 

DondoHj  December  7, 1863. 
My  Lobd:  With  reference  to  your  note  of  the  30th  November, 
respecting  certain  insinnatJons  contained  in  the  depositions  of  parties  at 
Queenstown  against  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Eastman,  the  consul  of  the 
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United  States,  in  connectloa  with  a  supposed  eDlistmeat  of  men  for 
service  in  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  I  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  yoa 
a  copy  of  what  Mr.  Eastman  writes  in  aoewer  to  my  inquiry. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  asaurancea  of  the  highest  eondder- 
ation  with  which  I  havcf  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yoor  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hod.  Eabl  Bussell,  (£o.,  t&e.,  4ic. 


Mr.  Etutman  to  Mr,  Adami. 

tExtTMt.] 

Unitbd  Statos  OoysnLi.TB, 

(^uwiutoum.  Corky  D«eember  4, 1863. 
Sie:  •••••• 

With  regard  to  any  connivance  upon  my  part  in  this  matter,  I  can 
Intly  aasert  and  declare  that  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  shipment  of  sea- 
men on  bowd  of  the  vessel,  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of  any, 
and  have  no  doabt  if  snch  suipments  took  place  I  shonld  have  had  some 
information ;  and  from  the  positive  assurances  of  the  captain  and  bia 
officers,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his  officers  did,  daring  tlie 
stay  of  the  vessel  in  this  port,  commit  the  acts  represented  to  Earl  Bus- 
sell,  as  stated  in  his  commnnication  of  the  30th  of  November.  I  feel 
assored,  from  the  position  of  the  captain  in  the  service,  that  yon  vill  be 
justified  in  assuring  Earl  Bnssell  tiiat  no  snch  acts  as  have  been  repre- 
sented to  him  weire  committed,  and  again  would  fearlessly  state  tha^  so 
&r  as  I  am  CMocerned,  I  am  perfectly  ignorant  of  such  alleged  acts,  and 
should  not  be  so  remiss  in  my  duty  to  my  government  aS  not  to  convey 
it  to  them,  if  snch  had  occuired  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTMAN, 

UnUed  Btate*  OontuL 
His  Excellency  0.  F.  AsAKS, 

United  atatea  Jftiuator,  London. 


Mr.  Eetsimtm  to  Mr.  Admni. 

United  States  Constilate, 

Queenatownj  Cork,  Seoember  7, 1S63. 
Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  this  morning  the  Kearsarge 
arrived  off  this  port,  and  sent  sixteen  men  ashore  in  a  pilot-boat;  also 
a  letter  to  me  stating  the  fact.  I  was  so  very  much  surprised  at  such  a 
strange  proceeding,  that  I  immediately  took  a  boat  and  went  on  board, 
and  demanded  of  the  captain  his  reasons  for  so  doing  in  writing,  copies 
of  which  I  herewith  incdose  to  yon.  I  endeavored  to  prevail  opon  the 
captain  to  come  in  and  anchor  and  explain,  but  it  was  of  no  use. 
Z  hare  tlie  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTltfATi, 

Unitod  Stata  OotutO. 
His  Exc«lleu(w  G.  F.  Apamb, 

United  Staiei Minigter,  London.  n,  ,i;..ikC,OOQle 
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Lieutenaint  Thornton  to  Captain  Wiiuloio. 

Vtxited  States  Steauek  Keabsarge, 

Off  Cork  Harbor,  December  7, 1863. 

Sm :  I  beg  leave  to  state,  in  acoordaDce  with  jonr  reqaest,  that  oa  or 
aboat  the  3d  of  November,  1863,  several  men  from  Qoeenetown  came  on 
board  of  this  Bbip  aa  appUeants  for  enlistment  in  the  naval  servioe  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  absence  of  yourself,  and  of  any  definite  in- 
Btmotions  in  regard  to  Bueh  applications,  I  told  the  men  that  if  tbey 
were  physicaljiy  qualified  for  enlistment  they  might  remain  on  board 
until  yoor  retom,  when  yon  woold  decide.  Upon  yoor  letom,  yoor  in- 
stmctions  were  not  to  enlist  them ;  they  were  accordingly  sent  out  ot 
the  ship. 

]|£any  applications  of  a  similar  nature  were  made,  but  their  enlistutent 
was  in  every  case  lefosed,  in  accordance  with  your  instmctaons.  During 
the  time  we  were  at  anchor  the  ship  was  surrounded  by  boats  filled  with 
men  dealing  to  enlist.  Orders  were  given,  and  executed,  not  to  allow 
them  alongside.  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  this  was  the  case  until  after 
dark,  and  until  the  ship  was  under  way.  The  ship  went  to  sea  oa  the 
evenmg  of  the  5th  November.    It  was  storming  and  blowing  bard. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  of  the  ship,  and  with  the  neee»- 
sities  of  the  case,  (as  1  thought,)  before  trippiiig  the  antehor  aU  strangers 
TTere  ordered  out  of  the  ship.  The  master-at-arms,  with  the  ship's  cqr- 
jmral  and  others  of  the-poUce  force,  executed  the  order,  finding  m^ 
-stowed  away  in  the  hold,  in  the  carpenter's  locker,  and  elsewhere.  These 
men  were  put  out  of  the  ship,  in  some  cases  by  force.  Aa  soon  as  the 
ship  was  reported  cleared,  the  anchor  was  tripped,  and  the  ship  went  to 
sea. 

On  the  next  day  several  men  were  discovered  who  were  strangers  in 
the  ship.  These  men,  probably  with  the  connivance  of  the  crew,  had 
been  so  securely  concealed  as  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  police  force. 
Upon  receiving  this  information  you  decided  to  land  these  men  at  Brest, 
whither  you  were  boond.  The  men  were  sent  out  of  the  ship  at  Brest, 
in  accm^ance  with  this  determination,  but  pleading  destitution  they  re- 
turned, and  were  permitted  to  remain  on  b(»ird  until  this  morning,  when 
they  were  landed  in  Queenstown  by  the  piiot>boat  Petrel. 

I  would  add  that  the  names  of  these  men,  upon  their  return  to  the 
ship  while  in  Brest  harbor,  were  placed  upon  the  ship's  books,  for  the 
purpose  of  their  snpxwrt  and  comfort,  they  being  otherwise  utterly  des- 
titute. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMEa  S.  THORNTON, 
Lieutenant  Commander  U.  S,  N'.^  and  Sxeeutive  Ojffleer. 

Captain  John  A.  Wthblow,  <fic.,  <£».,  »faj. 


Btatemewt  of  Ooptoin  Winslow. 

Ukited  States  Steau  Sloop  Eeabsabqg, 

Off  QUeenatovm,  December  7, 1863. 

I  certify  that  the  United  States  steam  sloop  Kearsarge  arrived  in 

Queenstown  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  November,  1863,  and  that  on  the 

following  day  I  left  the  ship  for  Cork.    On  my  return  to  Queenstown, 

accompanied  by  the  Americao  consul,  I  called  upon  the  admiral  in  com- 
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mand,  and  in  conree  of  conreraatioQ  reference  va8  made  to  a  paragraph 
in  the  papers,  that  the  Eearsarge  had  come  in  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
listing men,  when  I  informed  the  admiral  that  I  had  received  notice 
from  the  ezecntive  ofScer  of  the  Eearaarge  that  many  persons  had  ap- 
plied to  be  shipped,  and  in  response  1  had  directed  him  to  notify  all  per- 
Bons  that  no  enlistments  would  be  made,  and  InstmctionB  were  given  in 
accordance. 

On  the  night  of  the  5th  of  November,  1863,  while  blowing  heavy, 
with  thick  rainy  weather,  the  Eearsarge  went  to  aea.  On  the  following 
day  report  was  made  to  me  that  sev^«l  men  had  been  discovered  on 
bcAid,  and  investigation  showed  that  they  had  concealed  themselves  in 
the  ship  during  the  thick  and  rainy  weather  of  the  day  or  night  previons, 
and  disguised  in  this  way  proceeded  in  the  ship,  hoping  to  be  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  after  she  got  to  sea.  The  Keanwrge 
was  on  important  duty,  watohing  the  Florida  at  Brest,  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, impracticable  to  retnm  the  men  to  Qoeenstown  immediately.  I 
directed  the  men  to  be  held  at  Brest,  in  .apprehension,  if  they  were 
turned  ashore,  they  would  join  the  Florida,  resolving  as  soon  as  the 
Kearsarge  left  Brest  again  to  put  them  ashore  at  Cork. 

The  Kearsarge  left  Brest  agaiu  on  the  5th  of  December,  1863,  and,  in 
accordance  with  my  resolution,  I  have  this  day  sent  sixteen  men  ashore 
in  the  pilot-boat  Petrel,  with  a  list  of  their  names  as  given  to  the  Amer- 
ican consoL 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain, 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  7,  1864,  p.  8.] 

No.  8. 

Mr.  Sammotid  to  Mr.  WaddingGm, 

Foreign  Office,  December  12, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  am  diEected  by  Earl  Bnssell  to  transmit  to  yon  herewith,  to 
he  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey,  copies  of  papers  as  marked 
in  the  margin*  respecting  the  eulistmeut  at  Qaeeustown  of  various 
British  subjects  to  serve  on  board  the  United  States  at«am  vessel  of 
war  the  Eearsarge. 

The  law  ofdcers  are  of  opinion  that  the  men  who  so  enlisted  on  board 
the  Kearsarge  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act ; 
and  Lord  Bussell  directs  me  to  say  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  such. 
prosecution  should  be  instituted  as  soon  as  sufficient  evidence  is  collected 
to  sustain  it. 

I  am,  &&, 

E.  HAMMOND. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "N<?1Ji  America,"  Ko.  7,  1864,  p.  10.] 

No.  11. 

Mr.  Bruce  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Wmi'EHALL,  December  16, 1863. 
9iE :  I  hare  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  CJeorg©  Grey  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  and  its  indosares,  respecting  tiie  enlistment  at  Qneens- 


*  IndoatirM  are  pierioiulj  minted. 


EdbyCoOgle 
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town  of  British  subjeotfi  to  serve  on  board  the  tTnited  States  steam  vessel 
of  war  the  Kearsarge ;  and  I  am  to  acqoaint  yon,  for  the  information  of 
Earl  BnsBell,  that  Qie  papers  have  been  forwarded  to  the  lord  Uenten- 
ant  of  Ireland,  in  order  that  his  excellency  may,  if  he  sees  no  objection, 
give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  prosecution  of  the  men  so  enlisted 
under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  in  aecordance  with  the  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  this  comitry. 
lam,  &C., 

H.  A.  BRUCE. 


[From  Britioh  Bine  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  7, 1864,  p.  10.] 

No.  1^. 

Mr.  Sammond  to  Mr.  Bruce. 

FoEEiON  Office,  Ikoember  17, 1863. 
SiE :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  directed 
by  Earl  Bassell  to  transmit  to  yon,  to  be  laid  before  Secretary  Sir  George 
Orey,  a  copy  of  a  ftirther  note  from  Mr.  Adams,*  inclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  captain  of  the  TTnited  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  respect- 
ing the  seamen  embarked  on  board  that  vessel  at  Queenstown. 
I  am,  Sec. 

E.  HAMMOND. 

Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  B61.]        ^  Lboation  op  the  UsiTEp  States, 

London,  J}eimnber  22, 1863. 
SiK :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Eussell 
of  the  14th,  and  of  his  replies  of  the  l€th  and  17th  instant,  respecting 
the  allegation  of  enlistments  on  board  the  Kearsarge  at  Qneeostowu. 
From  the  tone  of  Ms  lordship  I  am  led  to  infer  the  government  is  not 
altogether  satisfied  with  the  replies  given  by  the  consnl  and  Commander 
Winslow ;  if  so,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  complaint  may  be  transferred 
to  Wa^ingtou.  I  have  for  that  reason  abstained  from  entering  into 
the  qnestiott  here  any  ftirther  than  is  necessary  to  state  the  views  of  the 
respective  officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCra  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamg  to  Earl  £ii«aeU. 

liEGATIOn  OF  THE  UlTITED  STATES, 

London,  Decanter  14, 1863. 
Mt  Lobd  :  In  reference  to  the  note  of  the  30th  of  November,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  from  yon,  respecting  certain  allegations  made 
against  the  commander  of  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  I  now  transmit  the 


'  See  invloMue  preriooBly  piimted. 


^dbyCoogle 
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copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  the  consul  by  that  ofBcer.  It  wonld  appear 
from  this  that  he  disavows  all  intention  of  violating  the  laws  of  this 
kingdom  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  United  States.  What- 
ever may  have  been  done  of  Hie  kind  seems  to  have  been  carried  on 
■without  hia  knowledge ;  and,  when  he  discovered  it,  he  took  prompt 
measures  to  rectify  the  error  by  returning  to  port  and  landing  the  men. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  have  transmitted  copies  of  all  the  papers 
connected  with  this  sabject  for  the  consideration  of  my  govermueDt. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  aaaurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yoor  moat  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FKAiTCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Basl  Bussell,  <£c.,  £e.,  i&e. 


Cojitain  Winslew,  U.  S.  If.,  to  Mr.  Eastman. 

17.  S.  S.  Keaesabgb,  at  Sea,  Ihcember  7, 1863. 
Sib  :  A  part^  of  men,  either  by  colinivauce  of  the  crew  or  otherwise, 
were  concealed  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  her  departure  from 
Queenstown,  the  5th  ultimo.  These  men,  I  learn,  were  in  expectation 
of  being  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ^ter  the  Kear- 
sarge  had  proceeded  to  sea,  but  found  their  mistake. 

To  have  turned  them  ashore  at  Brest  would  have  been  to  open  to  them 
the  temptation  to  enlist  on  board  the  Florida,  I  therefore  determined 
to  leave  them  at  Queenstown  as  soon  as  it  was  practicable.  Tou  will 
please  notify  Admiral  Jones  that  I  informed  him  that  no  enlistments 
would  be  made  at  Qaeenatown.  I  have  therefore  sent  on  shore  thia 
party,  that  no  charge  of  subterfuge  may  be  alleged  in  the  premiaes. 
Very  respecti^y,  &c., 

JOSS  A.    WDfSLOW. 
E.  G.  Eabtmah,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Quematown. 


JEarl  BuaaeU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiON  Oppiob,  December  18, 1863. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  dated  the  4th  instant,  from 
Mr.  Eastman,  the  United  States  consul  at  Cork,  stating  that  he  did  not 
know  of  a  single  shipment  of  seamen  on  board  the  United  States 
steamer  Eearearge,  nor  of  the  hiring  or  engagement  of  any,-and  that  he 
had  no  doubt,  if  any  such  shipments  had  taken  placej  he  should  have 
had  some  information  of  it ;  and  Anther,  &oin  the  poaiuve  assurance  of 
the  captain  and  liis  officers,  he  cannot  believe  that  the  captain  or  his 
ofScers  did,  daring  the  stay  of  the  vessel  at  Qaeenatown,  commit  the 
acts  represented  to  her  Majesty's  government  which  formed  the  subject 
of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  30th  of  ^November,  namely,  tiie  enlistment  of 
men  to  serve  on  board  the  Kearsarge. 

With  reference  to  this  statement,  I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that 
a  report,  dated  December  7th,  has  been  received  by  the  boa^  of  admi- 
ralty, &om  the  port  admiral  at  Qneenstown,  stating  that  the  Kcarsarge 
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had  arriTed  oflf  the  h«rbor  in  the  moming,  and  shortly  afterword  fifteen 
senmeu  were  landed  from  her  in  a  pUot-Ixtat.  These  Beamen  stated  that 
they  were  shipped  between  the  2d  and  5th  of  November  last,  while  the 
Kearsarge  was  wind  bonnd  at  Qaeenatown,  aud  that  they  were  regularly 
entered  as  part  complement  of  the  ship  on  arrivuig  at  Brest. 

It  appears,  farther,  from  the  admiral's  report,  that  the  commander  of 
'  the  Kearaarge  wasi)erfectlya^rareof  her  Majeety'a  proclMnation,  and  of 
tiie  atatnte  law  bearing  on  the  point,  and  had  a  copy  of  the  prodamatioa 
in  his  possession ;  and  that  he  had  stated  to  the  admiral,  in  the  presence 
of  the  United  States  consul,  that  he  did  not  want  any  men,  and  only 
wanted  a  clerk. 

The  admiral  adds,  that  on  the  moming  of  the  7tb  the  United  States 
consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  read  to  him  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge,  saying  tfcat  a  number  of  men  were  found 
secreted  on  board  that  vessel  after  her  departure  from  Qneenstown,  on 
the  5th  of  Kovember,  and  that  he  would  have  landed  them  at  Brest,  bat 
that  doing  so  would  have  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  confederate 
war  steamer  Florida,  and  that  he  now  sent  them  on  shore  at  Queens- 
town. 

The  discrepancies  between  the  statements  which  I  have  thus  recited, 
together  with  the  statements  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  Novem- 
ber, and  those  which  have  been  transmitted  to  you  by  the  United 
States  consul  at  Queenstown,  will  not  fail  to  attract  your  attention,  and 
will  doubtless  snggest  to  you  the  propriety  of  making  still  further  inquiry 
from  your  own  consul  as  to  the  part  taken  by  him  in  the  ealistueut  of 
these  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  cousideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chabi.es  FBAHOia  Adaus,  Esq.,  t&c,  i&o.,  i&c. 


Earl  Ruaaell  to  Mr.  Adama. 

Foreign  Office,  December  17, 1863. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
14th  instant,  respecting  the  seamen  embarked  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  at  Queenstowu. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  hnmble  servant: 

BU38ELL. 
Oeables  Fbancis  Adaus,  Esq.,  c£o.,  dkc,  «£c. 


jlfr.  J*.  W.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

Jfo.  7&1.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  December  26, 1863. 
SiB:  Yonr  dispatoh  of  December  4  (No.  &48)  has  been  received. 
tf^^etlwr  with  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place  between  Earl 
Oassell  and  yotu^f^  concerning  an  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign 
enli^iiBent  law  of  Great  Britain  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States 
steam^p  Eeorsarge  at  Queenstown,  in  concert  with  the  United  States 
ocwtsol  at  that  place.  Tour  reply  to  Earl  Russell  is  approved.  ,^^o  ^^^ 
28  A  C— TOL.  n  ^ 
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You  will  immediately  investigate  the  charge  against  both  these  oGB- 
cers,  and  will  communicate  the  result  to  this  department.  If  you  find 
the  charge  sustained  against  the  consul,  you  will,  without  waiting  ftir- 
ther  instruction,  dismiss  him  fi'om  his  ofBce,  and  make  a  temi>orary 
appointment  in  his  place. 

You  will  assure  Earl  Bussell  that,  if  the  charge  shall  be  sustained 
against  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge,i  he  will  be  promptly  relieved 
of  his  command,  and  other  satisfactory  amends  will  be  offered  to  her 
Majesty's  government. 

It  would  seem  proper  that  yon  should  express  to  Earl  Bussell  oar 
desire  to  be  furnished  with  such  proofs  as  he  may  have,  In  addition  to 
those  contained  in  the  affidavits  of  which  yon  have  been  f\irms)ied  by 
him  with  copies. 

You  will  inform  Earl  Bussell  that  his  complaint  against  the  com- 
mander of  the  Kearsarge  has  been  submitted  to  the  Xavy  Department, 
and  that  the  Secretary  thereof  will  at  once  call  upon  the  comipander  for 
an  answer  thereto,  without  awaiting  the  report  of  your  investigation  of 
the  su^ect. 

I  iOa,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWARD,  AcUng  Secretary. 

Cbables  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tftc,  ttc,  <6c 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  794.]  Depahtment  op  State, 

Washington,  December  29, 1863. 
SlE :  Eeferring  to  instruction  No.  791,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  inclose  a, 
copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  12th  instant.  No.  70,  from  the  consul  at  Cork, 
in  regard  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistinent  act  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  case  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  which  was  received  subsequent 
to  the  writing  of  No.  791. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWABD, 

-    Aeting  Secretary. 
Chaht.eb  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£«.,  i&c,  (0c. 


Mr.  Eastman  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  70.]  tTwiTED  States  Consulate, 

Queenstovm,  Cork,  December  12, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  infbnn  you  that  on  the  7th  instant  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  called  off  this  harbor  and  sent  ashore  sixteen 
men  in  a  pilot-boat,  with  a  note  to  me.  I  returned  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge in  the  pilot-boat,  saw  the  captain,  and  from  him  I  obtained  a  state- 
ment, a  copy  of  which  I  inclose.  These  men,  it  seems,  stowed  themselves 
away  on  board  the  Kearsarge,  while  in  this  port,  in  hopes  to  be  shipped 
when  at  sea,  instead  of  which  the  captain  toolc  them  to  Brest,  sent  them 
ashore,  and  then  retook  them  on  board  and  enlisted  them  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  three  years,  as  I  understand. 

It  seems  then  he  feared  he  bad  done  wrong,  and,  afraid  of  l3<oable, 
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vbeD  he  got  np  steam,  came  across  here  and  put  these  men  ashore,  with 
8cai%«lj  any  explanatioDs. 

'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  G.  EASTMAX 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fTbe  inclosed  statements  of  Captain  Winalow  and  Lienteuant  Thorn- 
Um  are  printed  with  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No^  55^, 
December  11, 18C3,  ante.] 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Adama. 

No.  801.]  Department  of  State, 

WaakingtoTi,  January  5, 1864. 

Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of 
December,  No,  55;i,  and  in  this  connection  I  take  leave  to  refer  to  yoor 
previous  dispat<;h.  No.  548,  and  to  my  reply  thereto,  Np.  791.  All  of 
these  papers  relate  to  Earl  Knssell's  complaint  that  the  eommandaut  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  Captain  Winslow,  had  enlisted 
seamen  in  the  port  of  Qneenstown,  aod  that  Mr.  Eastman,  the  United 
States  consul  for  Corlt,  resident  at  Queenatown,  was  an  accomplice  in 
that  affair.  Your  dispatch  first  above  mentioned  gives  the  consul's  pos- 
itive denial  of  the  charge,  so  far  as  it  conceraa  himself,  and  his  denial 
upon  information  and  belief  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslov. 
The  same  dispatch  is  accompained  by  a  copy  of  papers,  which  were 
placed  in  your  hands  by  Captain  Winslow,  in  which  the  charge,  as  it 
affects  himself,  is  denied,  and  proofs  are  given  sustaining  that  denial. 

The  same  dis]>atch  informs  me  that  you  have  already  submitted  the 
consul's  denial  to  Earl  Russell,  but  that  yon  had  not  at  that  time  laid 
before  him  the  papers  furnished  to  you  by  Captain  Winslow. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  my  dispatch  No.  791 1  authorized  yon 
to  investigate  the  charges,  and  to  report  thereupon  to  this  department, 
at  the  same  time  empoweiiug  yon  to  dismiss  the  consul  peremptorily,  if 
you  should  find  him  guilty  of  the  offense  alleged  against  him.  In  the 
same  paper  I  authorized  you  to  inform  bis  lordship  that  I  should  request 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  institute  an  iuqniryinto  thefacts,  without 
waiting  for  the  rej^ult  of  your  investigation,  I  further  empower  you  to 
a»k  from  EnrI  Kussell  any  proofs  he  might  be  able  to  fiunish  in  support 
of  tlie  charge.  ■ 

Having  tlius  described  the  condition  of  the  case,  I  have  now  to  say : 
First  in  regard  to  the  consul,  that  if  no  facts  controverting  his  denial 
shall  have  come  to  youi-  knowledge,  it  seems  to  be  that  his  innocence  is 
established,  and  that  I  hope  that  it  may  appear  in  the  same  fa^'o^able 
light  to  her  M^esty's  goverument. 

Second,  in  regard  to  Captain  Winslow,  that  unless  yon  have  discov- 
ered or  been  put  in  possession  of  facts  controverting  his  denial  and 
proofs,  that  you  will  say  to  his  lordship  that  it  seems  to  tliis  govern- 
ment that  Captain  Winslow  has  not  intentionally  or  knowingly  violated 
the  nnti-cnlistment  laws  of  Oreat  Britain,  although  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that,  without  his  knowledge,  some  irregularity  in  that  nispect 
was  practiced  by  some  of  the  i>etty  officers  aud  seamen  on  board  his 
vessel,  which  was  corrected  as  far  as  i>08sible  when  it  was  discovered 
by  him.    It  is  not  proposed,  however,  to  decide  defloitely  this  point. 
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withoat  awaitiag  a  report  of  yoar  investigation,  ae  well  as  the  result  of 
the  inquiry  which  has  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Finally,  yon  will  assure  Earl  Bnssell  that  this  government,  in  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  case,  will  not  fail  to  vindicate  its  respect  for  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  and  for  the  laws  of  nations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Fbahois  Adaks,  Esq.,  iSk.,  t£-c.,  do. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  ASamt. 

No,  804,]  Dbpaetment  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  6, 1864 

SiE:  Since  the  instruction  to  yon  of  yesterday,  No.  801,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sieged  enlistments  tbr  the  Eearsarge  at  Queenstown  was 
prepared,  the  letter  of  that  date,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed,  has  been 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  only  two  of  the  accom- 
panying papers,  transcripts  of  which  were  not  already  in  your  i>osses- 
sion,  are  also  herewith  transmitted.  It  is  presumed  that  you  may  now 
be  enabled  to  present  the  case  to  the  British  government  in  a  shape  that 
may  satisfy  it  that  the  men  found  on  board  the  Kearsarge  were  not 
enlisted  at  Queenstown;  that  they  secreted  themselves  in  the  vessel 
without  the  knowledge  of  Captain  Winslow;  and  that  they  were  re- 
turned to  the  place  whence  they  came  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
their  presence  was  discovered. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  dc,  &e. 


.  Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Natt  Depaetbibnt, 

Washinfffym,  Janvary  5, 1864. 
Sib  :  On  the  2dth  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  inclosing  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Adams 
in  reference  to  an  alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  commander  of  the  United  States  steamer  Eear- 
sarge, and  to  state  that  Captain  Winslow  had  be^i  called  upon  for  a 
report  on  the  subject,  as  nothing  relative  to  it  had  been  received  trom 
him.    Since  then  a  report  from  him,  dated  December  11,  has  reached 
the  department,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  and  its  Inclosares,, 
herewith,  for  your  perusal,  and  for  such  use  as  you  may  think  proper  to' 
make  of  their  contents. 
The  return  of  the  report,  and  the  papers  accompanying  it,  is  requested. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEOir  "VV'ELLES, 

Secretary  of  tke  ifary. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

P.  S. — ^Any  further  report  that  may  be  received  from  Captain  Wins' 
low  shall  be  commonicated  to  you.  ,,  CiOOqIc 
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Captain  Winahw  to  3fr.  Welles. 

ISo.  17.]  tTKiTZD  States  Stealer  Keabsaege, 

Brest,  France  December  11, 1863. 
Sm :  I  liave  the  honor  to  iuform  you  that,  during  the  last  cruise  of 
the  Kearsar^e  &om  tbia  port,  I  took  the  opportuuity  of  landing  at 
Queenstown  sixteen  refugees  who  secreted  themselves  on  boai'd  of  this 
vessel  prior  to  her  departure  from  that  port  on  the  5th  ultimo. 

The  accompanying  papers  afford  all  information  of  the  character  of 
that  act,  witii  the  correspondence  which  followed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JNO.  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hod.  Gidbon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tite  Navy,  Washington,  B,  C. 

pjctter  of  Captain  Wlnslow  to  Mr.  Eastman  of  December  7, 1863,  is 
printed  with  dispatch  No.  561  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 

[The  inclosed  certificate  of  Captain  Winslow  will  be  foand  printed 
with  dispatch  Ko.  553  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Captain  Winslow  to  Rear-Admiral  Jone$. 

United  States  Stea^ieb  KEABSABaE, 

Off  Qwentiovm,  December  7, 1863.  • 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoo  that  I  came  to,  off  Qneenstown, 
for  the  purpose  of  landing  sixteen  refugees  who  bad  concealed  them- 
selves  ou  board  this  ship  prior  to  her  departure  from  Qaeenstown,  on 
the  5th  of  November.  I  learn  here  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
magnify  this  circumstance  for  purposes  unfriendly  to  the  United  States. 
I  have,  therefore,  given  to  the  American  consul  my  certificate,  with  a 
representation  of  the  circumstances  by  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship, 
and  I  have  directed  the  consul  to  hand  yoo  a  copy  of  tbe  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
BeM-- Admiral  Sir  Lewis  T.  Jones, 

Com?dg  S.  M.  Naval  forces.  Coast  of  IreUmd. 

[The  statement  of  Lientenant  Thornton  will  be  found  printed  with 
dispatch  No.  653  of  Mr.  Adams,  ante.] 


Captain  Winsloio  to  Mr,  Adams. 

United  States  Steaheb  Kbabsaboe, 

Brest,  Franoe,  December  11,  1863. 
SlB:  Your  letter,  with  inclosed  memorandum,  is  at  band.  I  have  just 
Tetumed  from  a  cruise  of  reconnoissauce  up"  the  channel,  and  while  off 
Cork  landed  sixteen  men,  who  had  secreted  themselves  on  board  the 
Kearsarge  some  time  prior  to  her  departure  from  Queenstown,  on  the  3d 
ultimo. 
I  learned  from  the  consul  at  Queenstown  of  the  seizure  of  this  act  by 
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secession  agente  to  make  capital  of,  and  left  with  him  originals  of  the 
inclosed  letters,  which  will  afford  you  all  iuformation  in  the  premises. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  say,  that  so  fkr  as  my  action  is  concerned  in  this 
case,  I  was  so  particular  as  even  to  send  ashore  an  American  seaman 
(Boston  bom,)  lest  it  might  be  said  that  I  had  not  dealt  faithfully. 

I  shonid  be  pleased  to  receive  your  views  in  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, with  any  iuformation  relating. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  daily  papers  conid  not  publish  the  facts, 
and  disclose  the  plot  of  secession  agents  to  prejudice  the  public  mind. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  A,  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  Charles  Feancis  Adams, 

Env.  £lrt.  and  Min.  Plen.  of  the  U.  8.,  London, 

or  John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  United  States  Consul,  Paris, 


Mr.  Adums  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitroot]  -  r 

No.  571.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14,  1864. 
Sib:  Dispatches  from  the  department,  numbered  ii-om  701  to  795,  in- 
clusive, have  been  received  at  this  legation. 

With  regard  to  the  case  of  5Ir.  Eastman,  referred  to  in  your  No.  791, 
of  the  26tli,  and  No.  794,  of  the  29th  of  December,  I  have  concluded  to 
postpone  action  upou  the  subject  until  I  can  learn  whether  Lord  Bus- 
sell  has  actually  made  any  representation  through  Lord  Lyons.  I  do 
not  And  in  the  depositions  of  the  enlisted  men,  so  far  as  they  have  beeo 
published,  anything  seriously  implicating  Mr.  Bastmau;  neither  do  I 
believe  that  he  was  really  concerned  in  the  afifair.  •  •  •  Commander 
Winsflow's  subsequent  proceedings  and  disavowal  of  all  eril  intention 
would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  satiaiy  any  requisition  of  the  British 
government.  •  •  .      •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

(Secretory  of  State. 


Mr.  Seaard  to  Mr.  Adains. 

No.  819.]  Department  of  State, 

-  Waakmgton,  January  18, 18C4. 
Ste:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  22d  ultiuio.  No.  561,  which 
relates  to  the  alleged  enlistments  on  the  Eearsarge.  It  is  not  easy  to 
discovw  the  points  of  difference  between  the  consul's  statements  and 
tJie  opposing  ones  to  which  Earl  llussell  refers.  I  can,  therefore,  only 
renew  the  instruction  authorizing  you  to  investigate  the  matter,  and 
remove  the  consul,  if  he  has  offended,  reporting  the  whole  ease  to  me. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  Feahcib  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  dx.,  i&e.   ,|-„jt,  GooqIc 
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Mr,  Adam»  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  584.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LoncUm,  January  28, 1864. 

SiK:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment nambering  from  801  to  811,  iftchisive. 

Of  these,  "Sob.  801  and  804  relate  to  the  alleged  enlistment  of  British 
aabjects  in  the  Eearsarge.  They  direct  me  to  reoi>en  the  subiject  of  the 
condnct  of  Mr.  Eastman  and  Commander  Winslow,  as  if  it  were  still 
made  a  matter  of  remonstrance  hy  the  British  government.  I  do  not 
nnderstand  this  to  be  the  case.  Since  my  note  to  Lord  Bussell,  of  the 
14th  December,  report:ing  the  reply  of  Commander  Winslow,  I  have  per- 
ceived no  indication  of  any  disposition  to  dwell  further  on  the  matter. 
It  does  not  api>ear  that  any  representation  has  been  made  through  Lord 
Lyons  to  you  at  Washington,  To  renew  the  question  under  Buch  cir- 
cumstances would  seem  rather  to  imply  uneasiness  in  the  strength  of 
our  position,  and  over  earnestness  in  satiafj-ing  nnreasooahle  complaints. 
I  have  for  these  reasons  concluded  to  defer  any  action  under  these  in- 
structions until  either  Loid  Kuasell  shall  take  some  new  step  in  the  mat- 
ter, or  else  you,  after  becoming  fully  possessed  of  the  case,  as  it  now 
stands,  shall,  nevertheless,  still  incline  to  have  me  take  the  prescribed 
course. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLE8  FEA2fCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adamg. 

[Extract.] 

No.  843.]  Depaetmbnt  op  State, 

Washin^n,  February  13,  1864. 

Sib:  Your  dispatch  of  January  28,  No.  584,  has  been  received. 

You  are  very  right  in  leaving  the  complaint  about  the  Kearsarge  at 
rest,  since  the  British  government  have  given  no  further  indications  of 
discontent  with  the  ground  upon  which  yoa  have  placed  it,  Tlie  Presi- 
dent's view  in  regard  to  it  is,  that  we  should  remove,  so  far  as  is  possi- 
ble, every  plausible  ground  of  complaint  of  violation  of  British  neutrality 
laws  by  our  agents,  while  we  claim  and  insist  upon  the  enforcement  of 
those  laws  against  our  enemies  in  Great  Britain  and' her  provinces. 
Our  instructions  must  always  be  based  upon  the  understanding  we  have 
of  facts  at  the  time  the  dispatches  leave  this  depai'tment.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  whole  aspect  [of  a  case  existing  abroad  is  often  changed  with- 
out our  knowledge,  betbre  instructions  from  this  place  are  received,  and, 
indeed,  sometimes  before  they.are  written.  In  all  cases  yon  could 
hardly  overdraw  upon  the  contidence  of  the  department  in  your  wisdom 
and  discretion. 

•  •  a  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


Charles  Fbahois  Adahs,  t&o.,  i&e.,  do. 


jkCJOOgle 
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Mr.  Adarat  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract] 

No.  607.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  March  3, 1864. 
SiB:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  diapatches  from  the  (to' 
partmeut  numbered  from  841  to  846,  incluBive. 

In  respect  to  No.  843,  of  the  13th  of  the  same  mouth,  I  transmit  here- 
with a  copy  of  the  Times,  of  yesterday,  contaiuing  a  report  of  the  debate 
iu  the  House  of  Lords,  in  which  the  complaint  about  the  Kearsarge  was 
introduced  by  Lord  Clanrlcarde.  I  infer  from  Lord  Kussell'a  reply  that 
the  letter  of  Commander  Winslow  was  construed  as  putting  au  end  to  it 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieat  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WmjAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Seoretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Farliamentary  and  Jadici(d  Appendix, 

So.  12.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  620.)  Legatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  18,  1864. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Cork  Daily  Eeporter, 
containing  the  proceedings  in  the  crown  court  in  the  case  of  the  men 
who  were  received  in  the  steamer  Kearsarge  at  Queeustown. 

The  elaborate  effort  of  the  prosecuting  officer,  aided  by  the  presiding 
judge,  to  discourage  the  emigration  to  America  by  the  nse  of  the  most 
extraordinary  misrepresentations,  is  one  of  the  marked  features  of  this 
transaction.  Inasmudi-as  the  parties  pleaded  guilty,  the  case  was  easily 
brought  to  a  conclusion.  The  next  step  will  be  to  try  persons  of  much 
more  influence,  who  will  be  aided  by  the  active  sympathy  of  friends  and 
associates  to  escape  a  verdict.  I  have  little  expectation  of  a  similar 
verdict  iu  their  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  13.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adamt, 

rExtraotg 

No.  880.]  Depaetmeht  of  State, 

Waskingtm,  March  21, 1864. 
Sm :  I  have  your  private  and  confldeutial  note  of  the  4th  of  March, 
in  w^iich  you  give  me  a  statement  of  the  conversations  you  have  held 
with  Earl  EnsiseU  in  regard  to  affairs  iu  Ireland.  , .  , 
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Ton  may  aasnre  him  that  this  goTenuneot  neither  anthorizes  nor 
approves,  Dor  eVen  knows  of  any  proceedings  for  recruiting  in  that 
country.  At  the  same  time  it  is  but  Just  to  say  that  recruiting  in  our 
principal  cities  within  the  last  six  months  has  heen,  and  that  it  still  is, 
very  active,  and  that  this  activity  is  stimulated  by  rewards  to  pei-sous 
who  engage  in  that  branch  of  the  public  service.  It  is  not  impossible, 
although  we  have  no  evidence,  and  indeed  no  intimation  of  the  fact, 
that  persons  may  hare  extended  their  labors  lu  that  direction  among  the 
emigrating  population  of  Irelaud.  If  this  were  true,  it  would  be  an 
action  to  be  regretted  and  coodemued.  But  iu  the  absence  Of  any 
knowledge  on  our  part  that  anybody  has  gone  to  Europe,  or  is  engaged 
there  iu  so  unlawful  a  business,  it  does  not  seem  easy  for  us  to  meet  the 
case  by  any  direct  efforts  from  this  place.  Tou  are  hereby  authorized 
in  your  discretion  to  address  a  circular  letter  to  the  consuls  in  Irelaud, 
directing  them  to  refrain  from,  and  to  caution  other  American  agents 
against,  countenancing  any  violation  of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  report  directly  to  this  department  any  eases  of  such 
violation  that  may  occur. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Cha£u:s  Fbakcis  Adams,  E^.,  tSx.,  tfic,  c£-c. 


Mr,  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  893.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  April  4, 1864. 
SiE:  Your  dispatch  of  March  18,  No.  620,  has  been  received.  While 
this  government  finds  no  just  cause  for  objection  to  the  proceedings 
against  the  persons  who  attempted  to  enlist  on  board  the  Kearsarge  at 
Cork,  in  \-iolation  of  the  wishes  and  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  it 
is  entitleil  to  claim  that  the  pending  prosecutions  against  British  sub- 
jects who  are  engaged  in  forming  naval  expeditions  against  our  conntry 
from  British  ports  shall  be  conducted  with  energy  and  dispatch. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  £c.,  <£c.,  c&c. 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extraot] 

No.  644.1  Leoatiok  op  the  United  States, 

London,  April  8, 1864. 
Sir:  On  the  31st  of  March  Lord  Russell  addressed  to  me  a  note 
covering  a  newspaper  report  of  the  trial  of  the  men  alleged  to  have  been 
enlisted  on  the  steamer  Kearsarge,  and  asking  me  if  I  had  any  explana- 
tions to  make  in  regard  to  the  same.  Recollecting  his  lordship's  having 
said  to  me,  before  the  adjournment  of  Parliament  for  the  Easter  holidays, 
that  he  should,  in  connection  with  the  ol>servatioQ8  of  Lord  Clanricarde 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  like  to  have  such  explanations,  I  drew  up  a  paper 
on  the  subject  on  the  2d  instant,  which  I  seut  to  him  at  once.  He  appears 
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to  have  bad  recourse  to  it  in  tbe  debate  tliat  took  place  on  Tuesday,  tbe 
5th.  Copie^  of  all  the  papers  are  herewith  traoamitted.  It  is  intimated 
by  Lord  Russell  in  his  speech  that  the  corTes]>ondence  is  not  closed. 

In  the  midst  of  these  questions  Captain  Winslow  tlioaght  proper  to 
send  notice  to  Mr.  Morse,  the  consid  here,  that  he  desired  to  come  up  to 
London  to  make  some  repairs.  Mr.  Morse  had  barely  time  to  apprise 
me  of  this  intention,  before  learning  that  he  was  actually  here  and  in 
the  Victoria-  docks.  Under  these  circumstances  I  wroto  as  Soon  as  pos- 
sible a  note  to  Lord  Biissell,  frankly  stating  the  facts,  and  asking  the 
requisite  permission.  It  certainly  was  not  am  opportune  piece  of  infor- 
mation to  him.  The  coaseqaence  was,  a  reply,  not  overgracious,  com- 
plaining of  Captain  Winsiow's  conduct  in  other  resi>ects,  and  omitting 
all  notice  of  the  permission  asked  for.  I  immediately  made  a  rejoinder, 
sad  considering  his  note  as  equivalent  to  a  refusal,  I  notified  him  that  I 
shonld  direct  Captain  Winslow  to  leave  forthwith.  Copies  of  all  the 
papers  are  transmitted. 

I  learn  this  moniing,  that  the  Kearsage  left  yesterday,  having  com- 
pleted all  necessary  repairs,  before  the  reception  by  the  captain  of  my 
notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHABLEa  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
No.  17.j 

Farl  RusBcU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  31, 1864. 

Sle  :  1  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  account,  taken  from 
a  newspajMsr,  of  what  passetl  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  of  the 
British  subjects  indicted  fur  having  taken  service  in  the  Unit^  States 
ship  Kearsarge,  at  Queenstown,in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act ;  and,  with  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has 
passed  between  as,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  yon  will  inform  me 
whether  you  have  any  explanations  to  offer  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chabes  Feahcis  Adams,  Esq.,  dx.,  &c.,  Ac. 

[For  rei)ort  of  trial  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  la.] 

Mr.  AHams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  2, 1864. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  31st  of 
March,  bringing  to  ray  notice  an  account  taken  from  a  newsjiaper  of 
what  passed  at  the  trial  before  Mr.  Justice  Keogli,  of  the  British  subjects 
indicted  for  taking  ser\-ice  in  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge,  at 
Queenstown,  and  farther  requesting  me  to  inform  you  whether  I  have 
any  explanation  to  offer  on  the  subject.  ■   ('(^/-vnlr 
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I  am  very  happy  to  seize  the  opportnnity  thus  offered  to  me  to  state 
the  facts  connected  with  that  case,  so  to  as  they  have  heeu  Bubmitted 
to  my  examination. 

And  first,  it  ^ves  me  great  satisfaction  to  apprise  your  lordship  that 
80  ioDg  ago  as  the  26th  of  I>ecemlDer  last  my  governmoot,  on  the  receipt 
of  the  first  intelligence  of  yonr  not*  to  me  of  the  30th  of  November, 
addressed  to  me  instnictions  immediately  to  investigate  the  charges 
against  both  of  the  officers  referred  to  in  that  note,  and  if  I  found  it  sus- 
tained against  the  consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  to  dismiss  him  at  once  ^thont 
waiting  tor  further  directions;  and  with  respect  to  the  commander  of  the 
Kearsarge,  in  case  he  was  found  to  have  been  goilty,  I  was  directed  to 
apprise  yoor  lordship  that  he  woold  be  promptly  relieved  of  his  com- 
mand, and  other  satisfactory  amends  would  be  ofi^red  to  ber  M^esty's 
government. 

I  tmst  that  this  statement  will  serve  to  convince  your  lordship  that,  so 
flor  as  my  government  is  concerned,  it  has  no  disposition  to  tolerate  any 
act  of  its  officers  which  shall  be  shown  to  have  been  done  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  laws  of  this  kingdom. 

The  reason  why  I  have  not  acted  under  these  instructions  has  been 
that  I  have  thus  for  seen  no  e\'idence  to  justify  me  in  doubting  the  state- 
ment of  the  consul,  Mr.  Eastman,  made  to  me,  tbat  he  had  no  part  whatr 
ever  in  the  matter.  The  first  intelligence  he  appears  to  have  had  of  the 
men  being  actually  on  board  the  vessel  was  by  a  letter  from  Captain 
Winalow,  reference  to  which  is  made  in  the  letter  of  Bear- Admiral  Jones, 
of  the  7th  of  December.  The  only  testimony  aflecting  him  is  that  of 
Patrick  Kennedy,  merely  to  tiie  effect  that  he  saw  him  on  board  the 
Kearsarge,  in  conveT«ation  with  some  of  the  officers.  Mr.  Eastman  had 
early  informed  me  that  he  did  go  on  board  to  see  the  captain ;  that  he 
found  that  he  had  gone  ashore ;  that  he  did  not  go  below,  but  stood 
conversing  with  the  first  lieutenant  a  little  while  on  a  subject  having  no 
relation  whatever  to  enliatmentSj  and  that  he  soon  returned  to  land. 
I  trust  your  lordship  will  agree  with  mein  the  opinion  tbat  the  mere  fact 
of  being  on  board  the  Kearsarge  would  not  justify  me  in  suspecting  the 
consul  of  being  privy  to  an  unlawful  act,  in  the  face  of  his  positive 
denial  to  the  contrary. 

With  regard  to  his  denial  of  the  charge  against  Captain  Winslow,  it 
is  obvious  that  he  could  have  made  it  only  upon  such  information  as  he 
tlten  possessed,  and  his  own  personal  belief  at  the  time  that  it  was  cor- 
rect. Even  were  it  admitted  that  he  bad  been  mistaken  in  this  averment, 
it  does  not  at  all  follow  that  his  affirmation  respecting  himself  is  in  any 
way  impeached. 

Having  thus  no  evidence  whatever  in  my  hands,  coming  either  from 
the  persons  alleged  to  have  been  enlisted,  or  from  any  other  sonrce,  to 
prove  Mr.  Eastman's  knowledge  or  participation  in  the  acts  charged,  no 
case  seemed  to  exiat  to  justiiy  me  in  pursuing  any  investigation.  At  the 
same  time  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add  that  I  have  been  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  yonr  lordship  the  desire  of  my  government  that  I  may  be 
famished  with  any  such  additional  proofs  as  may  be  in  your  possession 
and  n)ay  be  deemed  to  be  material,  should  it  still  be  the  wish  of  her 
Majesty's  government  that  the  matter  should  be  further  pursned. 

In  regard  to  the  action  of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge,  who  appetu*  to 
be  generally  involved,  by  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice  Keogh,  in  the 
suspicion  of  being  x^arties  to  a  violation  of  the  enlistment  act,  the  facts, 
80  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them,  are  these : 

It  appears  that  one  James  H^ey,  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  now  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  as  a  petty  officer  on  board  the  Kearsarge, 


444  ENFOBCEUENT  OF  NEUTBALITT. 

on  or  abont  the  2d  of  November  -went  ashore  to  visit  his  relatives  at 
Biagaskiddy.  While  at  this  plaee  there  in  reason  to  believe  that  be 
suggested  to  several  men  whom  he  met  the  probability  that  they  might 
get  employment  on  board  the  steamer.  There  is  no  evidence  that  be 
himself  promised  them  any,  nor  that  he  had  any  anthority  whatever  to 
do  so  if  he  did.  In  point  of  fact,  ho  could  have  had  none.  To  the  extent 
thus  detlned,  it  would  seem  as  if  he  might  have  made  himself  liable  ae 
having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  her  Majesty's  laws. 

The  aunoancement  thus  made  aud  soon  spread  abroad  prodnced  an 
immediate  effect  among  the  population  in  tJie  vicinity,  the  consequence 
of  which  was  tJiat  a  nnmber  of  men,  variously  estimated  at  from  one  hna- 
dred  and  fifty  to  three  hnndretl,  went  out  to  the  ship  eagerly  seeking  to 
be  employed,  A  few  of  these,  being  the  immediate  townsmen  of  James 
Haley  aforesaid,  api>ear  to  have  been  presented  to  officer  Thornton  as 
Applicants  for  enlistment,  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  commander,  and  of 
any  definite  instructions,  gave  them  reason  to  snppose  that  they  might 
be  engaged.  They  were  therefore  subjected  to  the  usual  examination, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  captain  on  his  return.  To  tiie  extent 
here  specified  officer  Thornton  apiiears  to  have  made  himself  liable  as 
having  violated  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  her  Majesty's  law.  It  is 
proi)er  in  his  case  to  add  that  he  avers  he  was  not  aware,  at  the  time, 
of  the  pro\isions  of  that  law. 

On  the  return  of  the  captain  to  his  vessel  he  was  consulted  in  regard 
to  what  had  been  done,  and  immediately  gave  orders  not  only  to  forbid 
the  enlistmeuts,  but  to  clear  the  ship  of  all  the  men  who  bad  come;  and 
further,  to  fbrbid  the  numerous  boats  tliat  were  crowding  around  it  from 
coming  alongside.  The  orders  were  execut«d  not  without  considerable 
difficulty,  from  the  desire  of  the  men  to  stay,  and  the  vessel  swled. 

On  the  next  day,  however,  it  was  discovered  that  several  men,  prind- 
pally  the  neighbors  and  townsmen  of  James  Hatey,  of  Ringaskiddy,  had 
succeeded  in  escaping  detection  and  were  stiU  on  board.  That  these 
people  had  been  concealed  with  the  connivance  of  some  peraon  or  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge,  and  in  the  hope  of  ulti- 
mately retalniug  them,  there  can  be  little  doubt.  But  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  commander  bad  any  knowledge  of  or  share  in  it.  On 
learning  the  fiiet,  his  first  decision  was  to  put  them  ashore  at>  Brest,  the 
port  to  which  he  was  going.  This  waji  actually  done.  But  on  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  destitute  condition  in  which  they  would  be  left,  and  of  the 
probability  that  they  might  be  driven  to  have  recourse  to  enlistment  in 
the  vessel  formerly  known  to  your  lordship  as  the  Oreto,  and  now  the 
Florida,  which  has  been  notoriously  fitted  out  from  a  British  port,  and 
filled  with  British  subjects,  for  mouths  iiast  carrying  on  war  a^iust  the 
United  States,  be  determined  to  take  them  on  iHiaxd  once  more  and  to 
return  to  Queenstown  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  them  in  safety  to 
their  own  homes.    This  was  accordingly  carried  out. 

The  conclusion  to  which  I  arrived  ftt>m  an  examination  of  tlie  £Mst8 
as  they  have  been  recited  is,  that  no  evidence  is  brought  forward  to 
show  that  Captain  Winslow  over  gave  any  authority  to  enlist  one  of 
these  people  in  Queenstown  or  elsewhere.  On  the  contrary,  he  forbid 
any  such  proceeding  so  soon  as  he  knew  it  was  contemplated ;  and  when 
he  found  that  his  o&ers  had  been  evaded  he  took  the  only  method  in 
his  power  to  repair  the  wrong  by  promptly  restoring  the  individuals 
concerned  to  the  condition  from  which  they  had  been  taken. 

I  am  not,  however,  disposed  to  doubt  that  among  some  of  those  eon- 
stitating  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  there  may  have  beea  a  desire  to 
keep  these  men,  with  a  hope  that  they  might  oltimatelT.  be-suffwed  to 
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letain  their  places  od  board.    Bat  I  have  do  reason  to  suppose  tbat  this 
motive  operated  upon  a  single  one  of  the  principal  ofBcera  of  the  ship. 

PresamiDg  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  to  pursue  these  investigations 
farther  than  vas  necessary  fully  to  sustain  the  majesty  of  the  British 
law,  I  have  rested  quiet  in  the  conviction  that  the  clearly  proved  absence 
of  all  intention  on  the  part  of  my  government,  or  of  any  of  its  responsi- 
ble agents,  to  commit  an  ofi^nse  in  the  present  instance,  had  most  con- 
clusively effected  that  object.  Itj  however,  it  should  turn  out  that  addi- 
titmal  measures  would  be  agreeable  to  her  Majesty's  government,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  be  informed  of  the  fact  by  your  lordship,  as  well  as  to  receive 
any  and  all  further  proofs  that  may  be  in  its  possession,  in  order  to  ena- 
ble me  to  arrive  at  a  more  complete  and  satiafa^torj'  result- 
In  the  mean  time  I  am  instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  my 
government,  in  this  as  in  any  other  case  that  may  ocenr,  will  not  fail  to 
vindicate  its  respect  for  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  and  for  the  law  of 
nations. 

I  pray  yoor  lord^ip  to  accept  the  aasorances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELE3  FRiNCia  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Kussiell,  c0c.,  «£c.,  iSic. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rwssell. 

Leoation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  31, 1804. 
My  Lord  :  I  learn  &om  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place  . 
that  application  has  been  made  to  him  by  the  commander  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  to  obtain  an  entry  into  the  Victoria  docks  for 
the  purpose  of  effecti  ng  some  necessary  repairs  to  the  boilers  of  the  ves- 
sel. As  the  steamer  is  repoited  to  have  aetnally  arrived  shortly  trfter 
the  notice,  I  lose  no  time  in  soliciting  of  her  Majesty's  government  i>er- 
mission  tor  her  to  remain  here  for  the  period  that  may  be  necessarj'  to 
complete  the  reiwiirs. 

I  pray  ydor  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  BtissELL,  &e.,  &c.,  &c. 


Earl  Btissdl  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  i,  1864. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  31st  of  Mardi  reqnesting  permission  for  the  United  States  ship  Kear- 
sarge  to  remain  in  ^e  Victoria  dock  for  the  purpose  of  efliectiiig  some 
repairs  to  her  boilers. 

Anxious  as  her  Majesty's  government  are  to  extend  hospitality  to 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States,  her  Majesty's  government  cannot  but 
be  aware  that  the  Kearsarge  has  now  for  a  considerable  period  been 
cruising  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  Majesty's  coasts  under 
circumstances  which  render  it  impossible  to  doubt  that  that  vessel  has 
been  using  the  British  channel  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  warlike 
pnrposes,  and  her  Miyesty's  govenunent  have  been  informed  that  the 


446  ENTOBCEMENT  OF  KEUTEAUIT. 

Kearsarge  came  np  the  river  and  went  into  the  Victoria  dcicks  liefore 
your  applicatiou  was  made.  Considering  tlie  orders  issued  by  her 
Majesty  for  ttie  preservation  of  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  contest  in  North 
America,  her  Majesty's  government  feel  themselves  entitled  to  complain 
that,  l>efore  asking  for  permission,  the  Kearsarge  has  proceediMl  to  rafit 
in  the  Victoria  do«k. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  conuderation,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

EU8SELL. 

Chaicles  FKA24CIS  AsAus,  Esq.,  <£<3.,  <&c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Earl  Rutsell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  6,  18&i. 

Mt  Iobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  4th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  3l8t  of  March,  requesting 
permission  for  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge  to  remain  in  the 
Victoria  dock  for  the  purpose.of  effecting  some  repairs. 

I  cannot  deny  the  precipitate  aetiou  of  Captain  Winslowin  coming  up 
to  Loudon  liefore  permission  had  been  obtained  for  him.  I  shall  forth- 
with notify  him  of  your  lordship's  remou8tr»nce,  and  shall  direct  him  to 
depart  at  once  without  waiting  to  complete  his  repairs. 

If  Captain  "VVinslow  has  been  engaged  for  a  considerable  period  in 
cruising  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  her  Majesty's  coasts,  or  using 
the  British  channel  as  a  station  or  place  of  resort  for  warlike  parx>oses, 
as  your  lordship  is  pleased  to  intimate,  I  would  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  duty  lias  been  iu  a  measure  imposed  on  him 
by  the  circumstance  that  a  war  vessel  belonging  to  her  Majesty's  govern- 
ment has  been  suffered  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  to  escape  from  this  coast  with  the  privity  and  connivance  of 
some  of  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  dock-yard,  and  to  take  refuge  in  a 
port  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel,  where  efforts  are  certainly  mak- 
ing, with  the  aid  of  supplies  and  men  furnished  from  this  side,  to  fit  her 
to  carry  on  hostilities  against  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Surely, 
under  such  circumstances,  if  my  government,  instead  of  depending  on 
her  Majesty's  authority  to  take  active  measuies  to  intercept  tliat  vessel, 
which  would  be  scarcely  an  unreasonable  expectation,  has  endeavored  to 
accomplish  that  task  with  its  own  forces,  I  trust  it  might  at  least  be 
permitted  to  ho^te  that  no  reasonable  facilities  would  be  denied  to  the 
accomplishment  of  its  purpose,  especially  when  the  denial  would  practi- 
cally secure  the  safe  aecomplishment  of  the  nefarious  enterprise. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eakl  Eosseix,  c£-c.,  <&c.,  &e. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Captain  Winslow. 

Lega,tion  of  the  Unii'ed  States, 

London,  April  G,  1804. 
Sib  :  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  gov- 
emment^  iu  reply  to  my  application  for  permission  to  the  Kearsai^  to 
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remain  hefe  for  the  completion  of  some  repairs,  has  taken  exception  to 
the  suddeu  maniier  in  whicli  the  vessel  has  been  brought  here  aod  put  into 
dock,  before  notice  given  or  any  discretiou  exercised  about  allowing 
time  tor  an  answer.  I  am  obliged  to  admit  that  there  has  been-au  omis- 
sion of  courtesy  in  this  respect  which  is  embarrassing. 

There  has  been  also  some  di8i>osition  to  object  to  your  use  of  the  har- 
bors on  this  side  as  a  base  of  hostilities,  which  I  desire  to  mention  for 
the  sake  of  putting  you  on  your  guard  against  giving  causes  of  offense. 

As  I  do  not  understand  his  lordship  as  giving  the  permissiou  asked 
for,  I  regret  to  bo  constrained  to  request  you  to  proceed  to  sea  without 
delay,  whether  the  repairs  be  qomplet^d  or  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FllANClS  ADAMS. 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  U.  8.  N., 

U.  8.  8.  Kearsarge,  London. 

Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  ApHl  8, 18C4. 
Sib  :  In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  made  in  your  privat«  note  of 
the  21st  of  March,  I  have  addressed  to  the  four  consuls  in  Ireland  a 
private  circular,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLixiM:  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 

[PrJTote  Circular.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  5, 1804. 
SiB:  luasmnch  as  it  appears  likely  that  the  present  season  may  be 
marked  by  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  numbers  of  people  in  Ireland  to 
be  transferred  to  the  United  States,  I  have  been  authorized  inadvance 
to  enjoin  npon  you  a  course  of  unusual  caution  in  any  relations  you  may 
have  with  such  persons  j  to  re&uin  from  all  words  or  acts  which  may, 
even  in  the  most  indirect  way,  be  misconstrued  as  conniving  at  a  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  tliis  kingdom,  and  especially  the  enlistment  law. 
This  advice  in  not  prompted  by  any  fiujts  which  have  come  to  the  no- 
tice of  this  legation,  showing  tenclencies  in  this  direction  anywhere 
heretofore.  On  the  contrary,  no  just  cause  of  complaint  has  yet  been 
bronght  to  my  notice.  '  It  is  only  in  view  of  circumstances  which  have 
convinced  me  of  the  fact  tliat  ct^rtain  agents  of  the  rebels  and  their 
friends  in  this  kingdom  are  on  the  watth  willfully  to  magnify  causes  of 
difi'ereuce  between  the  United  Stat«8  and  this  government,  in  the  hope 
of  gaining  some  help  to  their  waning  cause,  that  I  have  ventured  to 
point  out  to  you  the  expediency  of  extraordinary  precaution  in  order  to 
disappoint  all  such  calculations.. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^, 

CUARLES  FEASCIS  ADAMS. 
-  E.  G.  Eastman,  Esq.,  ,,  ('(xiqIc 

United  States  Ctynaut,  Cork.  o 
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Mr.  Adams  to  3fr.  Seward. 
[Bxtnets.] 

No.  658.J  liEGATIOn  OF  THE  ITntI^D  STATES, 

London,  April  14, 1864 
8iB :  9iDee  my  No.  644,  of  the  8th  of  AprQ,  I  have  reeeived  two  notes 
from  Lord  Uussell,  both  dated  the  9th  iiiHtaiit,  on  the  sabject  of  the  al- 
leged enlistmenta  by  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown. 
To  these  notes  I  replied  on  the  11th,  and  reeeived  an  a<;knowledKmetit 
JVom  bis  lordship  oq  the  13th  instant.    Copies  of  this  later  portion  of  the 
correspondence  are  herewith  transmitted. 

■  •••••  • 

It  is,  however,  quite  plain  to  me  that  there  was  some  cotmivance  on 
board  of  that  ship  in  the  scheme  of  enlisting  these  Irishmen.  I  pre- 
sume that  it  was  mainly  the  act  of  Haley,  the  Irish  petty  officer.  But 
the  case  appears  to  have  been  now  carried  to  such  a  point  as  to  render 
an  investigation  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCia  ADAMS, 
Hon.  WnxjAH  H.  Seward, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


Earl  Svssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiON  Office,  April  9, 1864. 

Sik:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  in 
answer  to  the  letter  in  which  I  requested  you  to  inform  me  whether  you 
had  any  explantions  to  offer  with  regard  to  the  British  subjects  who 
were  indicted  for  taking  service  iu  the  United  States  ship  Kearsarge. 

In  rejilj  to  your  letter,  I  have  only  to  regret  that  ofttcers  Thornton 
and  Haley,  who  appear  clearly  to  have  Tiolate<l  the  manicipal  law  of 
this  coatitry,  which  they  were  bound  to  have  made  themselves  acquainted 
with,  should  still  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoar  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chaklbs  Fba}<cis  Adaus,  Esq.,  £o.,  &e.,  Ac 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  9, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  to  yon  herewith  extracts  irom  a  deposition  of  one 
Daniel  CCoonell,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  he  was  examined  and 
sworn  before  or  with  the  knowledge  of  officers  of  the  United  States  ship 
of  war  Kearsarge,  and  furnished  with  the  uniform  of  a  United  States 
sailor. 

I  know  not  how  thesecircumstances,  occurring  onboard  a  ship  of  ww, 
can  have  taken  place  without  the  knowledge  of  the  captain  of  the  vesseL 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humUe  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Chaeles  FEAifcis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcft,  (6e.,  dx.  '   (^"^^-..-.^ \,, 
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[Extncti  from  declaration  hj  Daniel  CConnell.] 

"A  man  that  waa,  I  believe,  a  doctor,  examined  me,  bein^  stripped^ 
and  told  me  I  waa  fit  for  eervice,  I  then  went  forward,  and  the  ship 
sailed  next  day. 

•  ••••«« 

"  One  of  the  officers  of  the  ship  took  me  (with  eight  or  nine  of  the  men 
who  had  corae  on  board  at  Queenstown)  on  ahore  at  Brest  in  a  boat, 
and  when  the  boat  had  juHt  touched  the  beach,  the  officer  said :  '  Any 
of  you  that  ^sh  can  go  on  shore,  bnt  if  you  wish  yon  can  enter  oo 
board  the  ship.'  All  the  men  said  '  they  would  enter,'  upon  which  the 
boat  returned  to  the  Kearaarge,  and  we  were  all  sworn  to  enter  the 
United  States  navy  for  three  years,  at  twelve  doUara  per  month  each,  and 
our  names  were  entered  in  the  ship's  books,  and  we  were  provided  with 
the  ship's  nnifonn." 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Earl  Busaell. 

•  Lbgatioit  op  the  United  States, 

London,  AprU  11, 1864. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  two 
notes  from  yonr  lordship,  both  dated  the  9tb  instant.  One  of  these 
notes  expresses  regret  that  officers  Thornton  and  Haley,  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge,  who^  in  your  view,  appear  clearly  to  have 
violated  the  manicipal  law  of  this  country,  should  still  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

The  other  transmits  to  me  extract*  from  a  deposition  of  one  Daniel 
O'Connelt,  in  further  8upi>ortof  an  inference  that  the  captain  of  the 
Eearsarge  must  have  known  of  the  enlistment  of  the  Irishmen  at  Qneens- 
towu. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
latest  testimony  affects  that  which  has  been  published  heretofore.  Ed- 
ward Lynch,  iil  deposition  taken  on  the  16th  of  November  last,  affirms 
that  he  went  on  board  the  Kearsarge  in  company  with  the  said  Daniel 
O'Connell,  and  that  he  saw  the  boatswain  ship  the  said  O'Connell  at 
Qneenstown  after  he  had  passed  the  nsual  inspection.  This  was  on  or 
about  the  3d  of  November,  He  admits  that  the  captain  was  not  on 
board,  but  that  be  heard  the  commander  say  to  the  boatswain :  "  111 
leave  them  in  charge  to  you  now."  This  is  all  the  evidence  that  appears 
in  wiy  degree  to  implicate  the  first  officer,  here  called  the  commander, 
Mr.  Thornton,  in  the  charge  of  enlistment  within  this  kingdom. 

But  Daniel  COonnell  himself  on  his  side  changes  the  whole  scene  of 
the  transaction.  He  avers  in  the  extract  you  have  been  pleased  to  fur- 
Dish  to  me  that  the  enlistment  took  place  when  one  of  the  officers,  whom 
be  does  not  name,  and  who  was  not  likely  to  have  been  Thornton,  took 
eight  or  ten  of  the  men  in  a  boat  for  the  purxMJse  of  landing  them  at 
Brest,  in  France.  This  must  have  been  at  the  time  when  Captain  Wina- 
low  affirms  that  he  ordered  them  so  to  be  landed  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting rid  of  them.  It  would  seem  that  this  officer,  instead  of  obeying 
orders,  then  offered  to  them  the  chance  of  lauding,  or  else  of  enlisting, 
upon  which  they  all  chose  the  latter,  returned  to  the  vessd,  and  were 
then  enlisted.    This  enlistment  was  then  made  in  a  port  of  France. 

It  necessarily  follows,  from  this  exposition,  that  if  O'Connell  were 


9  A  0 — yoi,.  n 


.OiYih: 


450  EKFOKCEHENT  OV  HBUTSALITT. 

meat  of  him  at  Brest,  as  O'Connell  himself  avers.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
O'Gonnell  is  right,  that  he  ivas  enlisted  hy  au  ofQc^r  in  a  boat  at  Brest, 
thett  it  is  clear  that  there  was  no  enlistment  of  him  at  Queeustow-n  by 
officer  Thornton,  as  alleged  by  Lynch.  Two  successive  enlistments  of 
the  same  man,  at  about  the  same  time,  are  not  necessary  or  customary 
in  any  service.  On  the  other  band,  officer  Thornton  himself  denies  that 
he  ever  enlisted  anybody.  He  affirms  tbat  he  expressed  hii^self  willing 
to  accept  the  men  at  Queenstowu  if  the  captain  on  his  return  from  shore 
should  approve  of  the  proticeding;  but  the  captain  did  not  approve,  and 
nothing  more  was  done  about  it  by  him.  • 

If  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  to  place  the  meu  on  shore 
at  Brest,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  captain,  took  the  responsibility 
of  then  and  there  enlisting  and  returning  them  to  the  ship,  it  is  plain 
.  that  he  must  have  been  acting  directly  in  the  face  of  his  authority ;  and, 
furthermore,  that  be  was  immediately  disavowed  by  bis  principal,  for 
the  steamer  was  forthwith  ordered  to  leave  Brest,  and  make  a  direct 
course  back  to  Queenstown,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  get  rid  of  these 
very  men,  who  are  said  to  have  been  enlisted  for  three  years.  The  con- 
tradiction is  too  apparent  and  paljiable  to  }>ermit  of  further  doubt  as  to 
the  character  of  tlie  testimony.  On  the  other  hand,  Captain  Winslow 
himself  says  that  when  he  found,after  leavingQueenstown,thatthcmcii 
who,  against  hisorders  to  clear  thera  outof  the  vessel,  were  still  on  board, 
having  been  secreted  there,  he  decided  npon  landing  them  at  his  first 
stopping  place  at  Brest.  They  were  landed  accordingly;  but,  npon 
reconsideration  of  their  destitute  condition  and  of  the  danger  of  their 
fiilling  into  the  bands  of  the  insurgents,  notoriously  without  scruples 
about  eulisting  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  other  nation,  he 
determined  to  take  them  on  board  again,  for  the  purpoae  of  returning 
them  to  Qneenstown,  which  was  accordingly  done  mth  promptness  aud 
dispatch. 

I  am  constrained  to  believe  this  account  to  be  altogetberthe  most  consist- 
ent and  credible.  The  others  conflict  with  each  other,  and  with  proba- 
bility, 80  strongly  that  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  withdrawing  the 
Uttle  credit  I  have  been  heretofore  disposed  to  give  thenu 

The  only  remaining  piece  of  circumstantial  evidence  to  sustain  the 
idea  of  enlistment  is  the  admitted  fact  of  the  men  having  been  landed 
whilst  dressed  in  the  clothing  of  seamen  in  the  United  States  service. 
That  such  clothing  was  given  out  to  them  probably  with  the  connivance 
of  the  petty  officer  whose  agency  first  induced  them  to  come  on  board 
is  very  certain.  That  it  was  not  taken  away  from  them  is  alleged  to  be 
solely  owing  to  the  fact  that  their  own  clothing  was,  in  every  respect, 
unfit  for  them  to  api>ear  in  decently  on  board.  During  the  period  of 
their  stay  they  were  rated  on  the  ship's  books,  to  make  the  accounts 
regular,  and  when  they  left  it  was  deemed  more  proper  to  let  them  have 
the  dress  they  had  already  worn  for  some  time.  Had  it  been  thought 
that  this  liberality  would  be  urged  by  your  lordship  as  a  proof  of  theur 
enlistment,  nothing  would  have  been  more  easy  to  obviate  the  suspicion 
than  to  return  them,  in  rags,  as  tliey  came. 

I  am  not,  however,  disposed  to  withdraw  my  former  admission  that  in 
the  original  proceedings  there  is  evidence  of  some  connivance  on  the  part 
of  one  or  more  of  the  petty  officers  of  the  Kearsarge  in  the  endeavor  to 
enlist  these  men  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  That  the  first 
officer,  Thornton,  had  any  intention  of  the  kind  I  am  constrained  more 
Beriously  to  doubt.  I  do  not  regard  myself  as  possessed  of  authority  to 
direct  a  pnntuit  of  the  investigation  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  But 
nnderettuidjng  it  fivm  your  lordship's  note  to  be  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's 
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govemmeat  tliob  fbitber  measoree  Bhonld  be  takeo  to  ascertaio  tiie  pre- 
ciae  nature  of  the  action  of  the  snspeoted  parties,  and  that  they  ahonid 
be  visited  with  a  snitable  penalty,  if  fonnd  gniltyyl  shall  do  myself  the 
honor  to  coronninioat«  your  wish  for  the  consideration  of  my  government. 
I  do  not  donbt  that  the  proper  authority  will  direct  further  proceedings 
to  be  had  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  precise  tmth,  and  to  give  just  satis- 
6iction  to  your  lordship  in  case  of  the  proof  of  any  offense. 

I  pray  yoar  lordship  to  accept  the  assorances  of  the  highest  conside- 
ration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant. 

CHAELBS  FBAN0I8  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  £c,  £c.,  <£o. 


Earl  Riuaelt  to  Mr.  Adamt, 

FoBEiaN  Office,  April  13, 1864. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  actnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  officers  of  the  Unit«d 
States  steamer  Kearsarge,  in  regard  to  tbe  enlistment  of  British  subjects 
for  service  on  board  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ho  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  BI78SELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  <£<;.,  <£& 


Jlfc  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  667.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  22, 1864. 
Sir:  In  relation  to  the  suggestion  mnde  In  ^oar  dispatch  Ofo.  893)  of 
the  4th  of  April,  I  have  already  anticipated  it  iu  a  note  aadressed  to 
Lord  Russell  on  the  16th  instant,  based  on  the  depositions  of  twenty- 
one  persons  enlisted  by  the  rebel  agents,  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse. 
These  papers  are  so  voluminous  that  copies  will  not  be  ready  for  ttiis 
week's  steamer.  They  will  be  sent  next  week,  in  company  with  my  note. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Seeretarp  of  State. 

[For  note  to  Lord  Russell,  above  referred  to,  see  dispatch  from  Mr. 
Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  672,  April  28, 1864,  printed  under  "  Rebel 
Cruisers,"  sobdivision  "  The  RappMiannock,"  pott  I 


[From  the  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  Ho.  17, 1864,  p. 36-7.] 

No.  11. 

Lord  Lyons  to  JEarl  RussetL 

Washington,  May  3, 1S64. 
Mt  Lord:  The  nomber  of  British  subjects  who  are  serving  in  the 
United  8tat«B  Army  and  Navy  is  very  considerable ;  and  complaints  are 
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otmetanUy  made  to  me  of  the  practices  by  which  the  eDliBtment  of  many 
of  them  haa  been  effected.  I  may  say,  indeed,  that  the  most  laborioos 
and  most  painfal  and  unsatisfactory  part  of  the  duties  which  have 
devolved  upon  this  legatioQ^  since  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  is 
eoDitected  with  these  •complaints.  Ko  pains  have  been  spared  by  her 
M^esty's  coiianls  and  myself  in  investigating  them,  and  every  ^ort  has 
been  made  by  us  to  obtain  redress  for  those  which  have  appeared  to  be 
well  founded.  In  few  cases,  however,  have  our  efforts  produced  any 
Batisfactory  results. 

In  point  of  form,  indeed,  there  is  little  to  complain  oC,  The  remon- 
Btrances  addressed  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  State  sxk  duly  acknowl- 
tdgenl  and  transmitted  to  the  War  or  tike  !Navy  Department.  The 
department  orders  an  investigation.  The  recruiting  agents  or  other 
officers  contradict  the  statements  made  by  the  complainants,  and  affirm, 
that  the  enlistments  were  voluntary,  lawful,  and  correct  in  all  particulars. 
I  do  ray  best  to  elicit  the  truth,  and  to  obtain  evidence.  A  controversial 
correspondence  between  the  United  States  government  and  me  ensued 
i^m  the  nature  of  the  case  there  can  seldom  be  any  evidence,  except 
that  of  the  recruiting  officers,  on  one  side,  and  the  men  enlisted  on  the 
other;  and  commonly  the  United  States  government  gives  credence,  by- 
preference,  to  its  own  officers,  and  retains  the  recmits  in  its  service. 

Kor,  indeed,  is  it  by  any  means  easy  for  me  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  the 
jostnesa  of  the  individual  complaints  that  come  before  me.  There  ia 
no  doubt  that  some  of  the  persons  who  apply  to  me  are  not  entitled  to 
British  protection,  that  some  of  them  have  enlisted  voluntarily,  that  some, 
have  evcD  been  in  collusion  with  recruiting  agents,  and  have  enlisted 
with  the  intention  of  securing  the  bounties,  and  then  obtaining  their 
discbarge  by  addressing  this  legation  as  British  subjects.  To  distin- 
guish between  cases  of  this  kind,  and  those  in  which  the  complaints  are 
well  founded,  is  difficnlt  in  individual  instances  ^  and  it  is  still  more  diffi- 
cult to  otain  evidence  snfftciently  conclusive  to  induce  the  United  States 
authorities  to  release  a  recruit.  But  that  Irand,  violence,  and  all  kinds 
of  villainy  have  been  very  generally  resorted  to  by  brokers  and  recruit- 
ing agents,  in  order  to  possess  themselves  of  the  immense  jMunties  given 
by  the  Federal  and  State  governments  for  recmits,  is  absolutely  certain. 

It  is  particularly  in  the  city  of  New  York  that  these  iniquitous  practices 
have  been  prevalent>  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  to  yoor 
lordship  a  copy,  taken  from  a  newspaper,  of  a  report  made  by  M^or 
General  Dix,  the  mihtary  commandant  at  New  York,  to  the  chairman  of 
the  jndiciary  committee  of  the  senate  of  the  State,  to  which  are  appended 
extracts  ftom  a  report  made  by  the  general  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  will  give  some  of  the  statements  of  the  general  in  his  own  words : 

"  Almost  every  imaginable  form  of  outrage  and  deception  has  been 
developed  in  the  cases  in  which  Mr.  Clapp  was  agent  for  the  payment  of 
bounties.  •  •  •  In  some  cases  boys  have  been  seduced  from  Uieir  homes 
to  secure  their  enlistment.  Id  others  men  have  been  dnigged,  and  en- 
listed while  unconscious.  •  •  •  In  short  there  is  no  artifice  or  fraud  wbich 
has  not  been  resorted  to  in  carrying  out  this  system  of  pillage.  •  •  • 
Old  men  and  boys,  and  persons  laboring  under  incurable  diseases,  were 
in  numerous  instances  thrust  into  the  service  under  this  system  of  pub- 
lic plunder,  alike  frandulent  to  the  recruits  and  the  government.  •  •  • 
The  enormous  sura  of  $400,000  has  been  plundered  by  the  brokers.  •  •  • 
The  outrages  practiced  on  recruits  are  too  unjust  to  be  borne,  and  in 
some  cases  too  loathsome  to  be  detailed.  Boys  have  been  seduced  from 
their  families,  drugged,  and  then  enlisted.    Two  were  so  sadly  dnii^^ 
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that  they  died — one  on  his  fUTival  at  Bikers  Idand,  and  the  other  on  the 
fbllowing  day." 

I  have  moreover  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yonr  lordahip  a  copy,  token 
from  a  newspaper,  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Qeneral  Dii  by  General  Wis- 
tar.    The  following  are  extracts  from  it : 

"  There  Beems  to  be  little  doubt  that  many — in  fact,  I  think  I  am  jna- 
tifled  in  saying  the  most — of  these  anfortanate  men  were  either  deceived 
or  kidnapped,  or  both,  in  the  most  scandalous  and  infanman  manner  in 
New  York  City,  where  they  were  drugged  and  carried  off  t»  ifew  Hamp- 
shire and  Oonnecticnt,  mustered  in,  and  uniformed  before  their  coDScioos- 
ness  was  fully  restored.  •  •  •  Ifeariy  all  are  foreigners,  mostly  sail- 
ors, both  ignorant  of  and  indifferent  to  the  objects  of  war  in  which  they 
•thus  suddenly  find  themselves  involved.  •  •  •  Two  men  were  shot  here 
this  morning  for  desertion,  and  over  thirty  more  are  now  awaiting  trial 
or  execution." 

General  Dix  concludes  his  report  by  saying  that  stringent  measures 
have  been  adopted,  and  that  this  whole  system  of  fraudulent  recroiting 
is  nearly  broken  up,  but  that  a  great  wrong  has  been  done  to  individuals 
in  the  service^  and  that  it  is  impossible  wholly  to  repair  it. 

Sufficient  tune  has  notelapsed  to  show  whether  the  fraudulent  system 
of  recruiting  has,  in  fact,  been  broken  up  at  Sew  York,  so  &r  as  the 
army  is  concerned,  by  the  measures  taken  by  General  Dix.  ■  I  do  not 
learn  that  any  eft^ctnal  steps  have  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  prac- 
tices similar  in  their  nature  and  equal  in  their  iniquity,  which  have  been 
resorted  to  by  brokers  and  crimps  at  New  York  to  obtain  sailors  for  t^e 
United  States  Navy. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  say  that  in  the  only  two  instances  in  which  it  has 
come  to  my  knowledge  that  a  British  subject  has  been  condemned  to 
death  for  desertion  from  the  United  States  Army,  I  have  succeeded  in 
preventing  the  execution  of  the  sentence.  In  one  case  the  man  was  ulti- 
mately released  &om  arrest,  and  discharged  altogether  from  the  army. 
In  one  other,  the  evidence  that  the  prisoner  had  been  improperly  enlisted 
did  not  app^tr  to  be  conclusive,  and  I  was  unable  to  obtain  his  discharge 
from  the  armjh  but  the  sentence  of  death  was,  nevertheless,  commnt«d 
to  imprisonment. 

I  refrain,  on  the  present  occasion,  f^m  transmitting  to  yonr  lordship 
any  portion  of  the  voluminous  correspondence  which  I  have  had  with 
her  M^esty's  consuls  and  with  the  United  States  government  bn  the 
cases  of  individual  British  subjects  who  have  complained  of  being  im- 
properly enlisted.  Injustice,  however,  to  Mr.  Archibald,  her  Majesty's 
cousul  at  New  York,  in  whose  district  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the 
cases  have  occurred,  aud  on  whom  they  have  imposed  no  ordinary  amount 
of  labor  and  anxiety,  I  feel  bound  to  say  at  once  that  the  correspondence 
shows  that  he  has  been  indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  rescue  her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  from  the  vlllaiuous  practices  of  the  recruiting  agents. 
I  have,  Stc, 

LTONa 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adami. 

Ho.  911.1  Department  of  State, 

Waahii^tffA,  May  7, 1864 
SiB:  Your  dispatch,  No.  65S,  relative  to  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
British  foreign  enlistment  act  by  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  Kearsarge, 
having  been  submitted  to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  this  department  is 
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infonned  bj  him,  in  a  letter  of  yesterday,  that  it  wonld  not  comport  widi 
the  interests  of  the  service  to  order  that  vesBel  home  at  present,  with  a 
view  to  a  further  formal  investigation  of  the  charge,  vtuch  the  British 
government  seems  to  expect.  Uponher  first  return  to  the  United  States, 
however,  the  inquiry  referred  to  vill  be  directed,  shoold  anch  then  be 
the  wish  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government 
I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 
ChabU^S  FfiAKCis  ADAMS,  Esq.,  ifv.,  (£c.,  &e. 

Mr.  Bettard  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

No.  947.]  .  Depabtmbkt  op  State, 

WaskingUm,  Majf  16, 1861. 

8iB :  Befening  to  your  dispatch  of  the  11th  of  April  last,  relative  to 
an  alleged  vi<rfatioQ  of  the  enlistment  act  of  Great  Britain  by  Captain 
WinBlow.  of  the  United  State  steamer  Kearsarge,  at  Queenstown,  Ire- 
land, in  November  last,  I  have  to  state  in  reply,  that  a  copy  of  the  dis- 
patch and  of  its  accompaniments  was  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  ^Btvj,  to  which  Mr.  Welles  replied  that  it  was  hoped  and  believed 
that  the  explanations  of  Captain  Winslow  and  of  Lieutenant  Comman- 
der Thornton,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Kearaarge,  would  have  been 
satisfactory  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  government ;  disclaiming  as  they 
do  all  intention  of  violating  the  enlistment  act  referred  to,  and  avowing 
that  every  precaution  had  been  taken  by  them  to  prevent  any  one  being 
carried  off  in  the  Kearsarge.  That  aa  they  have  not  been  satisfactory, 
the  Navy  Department  is  not  indisposed  to  have  the  matter  thoroughly 
investigated,  in  order  that  it  may  be  brought  out  in  its  true  light.  Thirt 
such  an  investigation  cannot  be  had,  however,  whilst  the  Kearsarge  is 
absent  from  the  United  States;  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  theinter- 
eete  of  the  United  States  now  to  recall  her  from  the  European  coast, 
where  she  had  been  sent  on  special  and  important  service.  That  the 
Navy  Department  will  order  the  vessel  home  when  it  cao  be  conveni- 
ently done,  and  if  it  should  then  be  the  wish  of  the  British  government 
that  an  investigation  should  take  place,  a  court  shall  be  ordered  to  in- 
quire into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  should  it  appear  that  any 
officer  connected  with  the  vessel  had  been  guilty  of  knowingly  aud  inten- 
tionally violating  the  municipal  laws  of  Great  Britain,  or  conniving  in 
a  scheme  to  enlist  persons  at  Queenstown,  for  service  on  board  the  Kear- 
sarge, adequate  punishment  sliall  be  meted  to  the  guilty  parties. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 

Ghaxles  Pbancis  Adahs,  Esq.,  £o.,  (£o.,  i&e. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extncta.] 

No.  718.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 


Zondon,  Jutie  16, 1864. 


I  transmitted  by  the  steamer  of  Saturday  a  copy  of  the  Loudon  Times 
containing  a  report  of  a  debate  iu  the  House  of  Lords  ou  the  subject  o 
enlistments. 

••••••         Dilz^dbCfOOgle 
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With  regard  to  the  immediate  topic  to  be  treated  he  [Earl  Bussell) 
&il8,  as  nsTtal,  to  discriminate  between  the  act  of  one  party  which  con- 
tinuously and  persistently  enlists  men  in  Eolation  of  the  obligation  of 
neutrality,  as  well  as  the  municipfil  law  of  this  kuigdom,  and  that  of  the 
other,  which  only  accepts  men  who,  without  any  standing  invitation 
before  them,  like  that  held  out  to  aliens  by  the  British  laws  in  time  of 
war,  voluntarily  resort  to  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  there 
offering  to  take  service.  I  am  sure  that  scarcely  a  day  of  the  week 
pseaes  withont  my  receiving  letters  from  persons  earnestly  soliciting  to 
be  engaged.  The  duty  of  preparing  negative  replies  ia  all  these  cases 
has  Hdde<1  a  serious  burden  to  the  ordinary  ones  of  this  legation.  Yet, 
to  judge  by  the  language  of  hie  lordship,  the  two- parties  to  the  struggle 
have  by  their  aetioo  given  equal  cause  of  diasatis&ction,  to  an  extent 
even  to  juetily  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

One  other  point  of  his  lordship's  speech  is  deserving  of  a  moment's 
notice.  At  the  close  he  promises  Lord  Clanricarde  that  if  he  will  fi- 
nish to  him  the  necessary  evidence  to  prove  the  enhstment  of  any  persons 
in  England  by  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  UAited  States,  he 
will  engage  that  proceedings  shall  be  at  once  commenced  against  the 
offending  parties.  Yet,  whilst  the  fact  is  indisputable  that  I  have  been 
for  a  long  time  back  in  the  habit  of  transmitting  to  his  lordship  the 
clearest  possible  proof  of  precisely  such  transactions  carried  on  by  the 
agents  of  the  rebels  within  this  kingdom,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  a  . 
single  case  has  been  taken  up  with  the  smallest  degree  of  energy. 

This  difference  is  plainly  attributable  to  one  cause.  There  is  a  pressure 
upon  the  ministry,  in  both  bouses  of  Parliament,  whenever  complaint  of 
the  action  of  the  United  States  is  in  question.  Ou  the  other  hand,  there 
is  no  risk  of  neglecting  any  representations  that  may  be  made  of  omis- 
sions to  perform  their  duty  on  the  other  side.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
worth  while  to  complain  of  this,  for  in  other  respects  the  present  gov- 
ernment is  far  better  disixised  to  us  than  any  one  which  would  be  likely 
to  take  its  place.  Gravely  as  the  British  nation  has  compromised  its  • 
neutrality  by  the  direct  and  indirect  assistance  given  to  tlie  rebels  from 
the  commencement  of  this  war,  the  only  course  which  wisdom  dictates 
is  to  accept  the  fact,  and  retain  it  for  future  rather  than  for  immediate 
use. 

The  time  may  come  when  the  forbearance  exercised  in  this  period  of 
trial  will  not  be  without  its  advantage,  in  turning  the  scale  between 
the  contending  sentiments  in  regard  to  as  within  this  kingdom.  The 
domestic  struggle  which  is  to  new  shape  the  government  is  only  in  abey- 
ance. Everybody  feels  that  it  must  go  on  sooner  or  later,  and  that  the 
example  of  the  United  States  will  have  more  or  less  of  influence  upon 
the  result.  There  may,  possiblj',  come  a  day  when  the  governing  power 
of  Great  Britain  will  be  in  true  sympathy  with  us.  It  never  has  been 
80  yet,  and  it  never  will  be  so  long  as  the  only  real  aristocracy  remain- 
ing in  Europe  sees  and  feels  that  the  permanence  of  the  pri\'ilege8  wliich 
sostain  it  is  endangered  by  the  growth  and  predominance  of  institutions 
which  foster  equality  of  condition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Wtlllam  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix, 
Xo.  17.]  -  -  , 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adamt, 


No.  998.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

WagkinfftoUf  June  20, 1864. 

Sir;  I  have  received  your  diapatoh  of  the  2d  of  June, No.  707,  which 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  yoa  addressed  to  Earl  BoBsell 
on  the  23d  of  May  lost,  concerning  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marine 
service  in  British  porta;  also  a  copy  of  Earl  Russell's  acknowledgment 
of  the  note,  and  also  copies  of  voluminous  afSdavits,  which,  on  occasion 
of  writing  that  paper,  you  submitted  to  her  M^esty's  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs.  These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  President^ 
and  I  am  directed  to  approve  fully  of  your  proceedings  therein  set  forth, 
and  to  commend  the  urgency  with  which  you  have  therein  remonstrated 
agaiust  transactions  as  palpably  unlawful  as  they  are  ii^urious  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chablbs  Fsancis  Adahs,  Esq.,  dtc,  £c,  t&c 

[Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  No,  707,  above  referred  to,  will  be  found  under 
the  head  of  "  Bebel  Cruisers,"  snbdivisiona  "  The  Georgii^  and  "  The 
Bappahanuock,"  post] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

ISo.  1015.]  DEPAErMBlTT  OF  STATE, 

Washington,  July  2, 1864. 
SlE :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  16tb  of  June,  No.  718,  has  been  received. 
I  thank  you  for  your  comments  on  the  debate  which  occurred'  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  9th  day  Of  June  last,  in  regard  to  alleged  Ameri- 
can violations  of  the  enlistment  laws  of  Great  Britain,  Although  I  was 
quite  unprepared  for  Earl  Russell's  attitude  in  that  debate,  I  at  once 
took  the  same  view  of  it  which  I  now  learn  was  acceptod  by  yourself. 

The  debate  excited  much  attention  in  this  country.    The  Senate  called 
for  information  on  the  subject.    I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of 
inquiryj  and  of  the  President's  reply. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chakles  Fbancis  Adaus,  Esq.,  d:e.,  <£o.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  756.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

LondoK,  July  29,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  of  this  morning:, 
containing  a  report  of  a  debate  that  took  place  last  evening  in  Ae  Hooae 
of  Commons  on  the  subject  of  enlistments. 

The  universal  disposition  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States  which  pre- 
vails among  the  poorer  classes  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom  is  excitinif 
not  a  little  uneasiness.  Coming  as  it  does  upon  the  general  desire  <rf' 
the  higher  classes  that  the  rebellion  shoold  effect  the  disruption  of  the 


FEDEBAI.  BBCBVirnra  IN  IBELAKD.  457 

TJnioD,  DO  difBcnlty  remains  in  accounting  for  the  pecoliar  tone  of  Qie 
Bpeakers  in  the  debate. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  sir,  yonr  obedient  Berrant, 

CHABLES  FRiNCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  WiLLIAK  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Betcard  to  Mr.  Ada'ms. 

Ko.  1068.]  DEPABTmKT  op  State, 

Wathington,  Avgmt  IB,  1864. 

Sib:  I  have  to  acknowled^  the  receipt  of  yonr  dispatch  of  the 
29Ui  of  July,  No.  756,  which  ib  accompanied  by  a  report  of  a  del>ate 
that  occurred  in  the  Honse  of  Commons,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  upon 
the  sabject  of  the  existing  emigration  from  Great  Britain  to  the  tJoited 
States. 

I  observe  with  some  satisfaction  that  the  t^ine  of  that  discussion  vaa 
less  inimical  and  less  disrespectful  to  the  United  States  than  thatv'hich 
marked  a  late  debate  upon  the  same  subject  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Nevertheless,  portions  of  the  debate  ■were  very  niijnat  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  the  subject  seems  to  have  beeo  examined  through  a  thick 
mist  of  exaggeration.  One  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  persons  have, 
Trithin  the  last  six  months,  thrown  ofiF  their  allegiance  to  European 
states  and  incorporated  themselves  with  society  in  the  United  States. 
Of  these  persons  a  very  large  proportion  came  from  the  British  islands. 
Out  of  the  whole  number  first  mentioned  a  few,  perhaps  one  hundred, 
after  arriving  in  tbe  United  States,  and  after  having  enlisted  in  the 
military  service,  and  accepted  the  advance  paid  to  all  soldiers  alike, 
have  regretted  that  proceeding,  and  represented  to  the  British  consnls 
and  ministers  residing  here,  not  that  they  had  been  forced  into  the 
army,  but  that  they  had  been  circumvented,  not  by  agents  of  the  gov- 
erument,  or  with  its  knowledge,  but  by  corrupt  and  fraudulent  individ- 
uals, often  their  own  countrymen,  acting  from  mercenary  motives,  and 
in  fraud  and  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  *  These  repre- 
Bentations  invariably  involved  a  confession  that  those  who  made  them 
"were  drunkards,  and  rested  upon  their  own  unsupported  oaths,  which. 
in  almost  every  case,  were  found  to  be  false  in  material  or  collateral 
points.  Every  representation  thus  submitted  was  received  with  respect, 
and  immediately  made  the  subject  of  investigation  through  the  War 
Department,  under  orders  reaching  to  the  camps  scattered  throughout 
the  continent.  These  investigations  have  been  unweariedly  pursued, 
and  careful  reports  thereon  have  been  made  while  the  armies  were  In 
the  field,  on  the  march,  or  lying  in  siega  In  the  few  instances  where 
complaints  proved  to  be  well  founded,  all  the  redress  that  was  possible 
has  been  given.  In  all  the  others  the  result  has  been  respectMIy  and 
courteonely  made  known  to  the  governments  by  whom  the  complaints 
vere  presented.  On  the  other  hand,  tbe  moss  of  Buiopean  emigrants, 
not  sensibly  dimiidshed  by  the  abstraction  of  the  few  recruits  to  whom 
I  have  alluded,  dispersed  as  soon  as  they  arrived  on  our  shores,  and 
may  now  be  found  prosperously  and  happily  employed  in  oar  commer- 
cial marts,  wheat  fields,  maniifactories,  forests,  and  mines,  or,  if  they 
have  preferred  it,  in  the  army  and  navy,  which  are  maintaining  the 
iotegnty  and  freedom  of  the  country  which  they  have  adopted  as  their 
own.    Every  enterprise  in  which  men  engage  is  attended  by  some  dis- 
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appointments,  losaes,  and  snfferings.  The  world  has  never  before  seen 
an  emigration  attended  by  so  few  and  so  unimjKtrtant  casualties  as  the 
one  now  under  consideration.  Nevertheless,  the  misfortunes  which  have 
overtaken  the  few  recruits,  always  through  their  own  imprudence  or 
vices,  were  made  by  the  parliamentary  orators  to  stain  the  whole  ^ace 
of  a  movement  which  is  alike  honest  and  beneficent.  It  is  as  if  one 
should  declare  that  the  sun  has  lost  its  whole  effalgence,  becaose,  on 
looking  through  the  telescope,  he  has  discovered  a  few  small,  dark  spots 
on  its  sarfaoe. 

This  emigration  ia  erroneoosly  treated  in  the  British  Parliament  as  if 
it  were  new  and  anomalous.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  only  a  continuation 
of  a  process  begun  in  the  sixteenth  century,  by  which  society  in  Europe 
ia  relieved,  and  civilization  in  America  is  instituted.  Kthe  emigration 
has  been  increased  during  our  present  civil  war  to  the  inconvenience  of 
Europe,  the  maritime  states  of  that  continent  are  responsible  for  the 
increase.  They  unnecessarily  adopted  a  policy  of  recognition  of  the 
Insurgents  as  a  belligerent',  which  -waa  expected  to  produce  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  whereby  they  have  caused  the  insurrection  to  be  continued 
with  more  vigor  and  effect  than  under  other  circuinstances  would  have 
been  witnessed.  If  the  insurgents  could  compass  the  end  which  the 
European  maritime  powers  are  thus  favoring,  the  principle  of  projjerty 
in  slaves,  hitherto  confined  to  the  slaveholding  States,  would  be  re-es- 
tablished sooner  or  later  by  law  throughout  the  whole  of  the  continent 
of  Korth  America  and  its  islands.  With  that  reactionu'y  change  most 
come  the  restoration  of  the  African  slave-trade.  This  government,  well 
aware  that  the  struggle  in  which  it  is  engaged  involves  nothing  less 
than  the  question,  whether  freedom  or  slavery  shall  prevail  in  America, 
hails  every  free  Eiiropean  emigrant  as  increasing  the  moral  as  well  as 
the  material  force  of  true  cirilization.  If  the  statesmen  of  Great  Britain 
cotdd  consent  to  take  an  enlarged  view  of  the  question,  they  would  see 
that  that  country  is  hardly  less  interested  than  our  own  in  the  sucoess 
of  the  emigration,  which,  under  mistaken  views,  they  are  so  apt  to  con- 
demn. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghablbs  Fbakcis  Adamb,  Esq.,  dtc,  dicj  i&c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Ho.  819.]  Lbgatiom  of  the  TJnitbd  States, 

London,  November  25, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  fh>m  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverx>ool,  reports 
of  the  proceedings  had  at  that  place  in  regard  to  the  detention  of  the 
ship  Great  Western,  by  order  of  the  British  government,  on  the  allega- 
tion of  some  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  enlistment  act.  It  is 
obvious  that  this  difficulty  has  been  raised  by  the  rebel  agents,  their 
attorneys,  and  sympathizers,  simply  to  try  to  make  an  oS^t  to  tiieir 
own  notorious  operations.  I  do  not  myself  jwrceive  any  just  fonndatJon 
for  the  interposition.  Ko  commnnication  has  yet  come  to  me  from  tlie 
Foreign  Oftlce.  A  protest  has  been  drawn  np  before  the  consul  by  the 
commander  of  the  ship.  All  the  pai>er8  will  probably  be  sent  to  you 
from  his  office  at  Liverpool,    I  have  advised  that  course  to  be  taken, 
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not  deeming  any  action  on  my  part  expedient  antil  all  the  facts  shall 
have  come  nnder  the  President's  consideration,  and  his  wishes  commu- 
nicated in  formal  instructions. 

•  ••••%• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hob.  Wqxiajc  H.  Sbvabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "Korth  America,"  No.  1, 1B65,  p.  28.] 

No.  7. 

Earl  Rvtsetl  to  Lord  Lyons, 

[Extract.] 

FoKBiGK  Office,  November  26, 1864. 
MtLobd:  ••••##• 

The  goTenunent  of  the  United  States  have  likewise  permitted  their 
gnbordinates  and  recruiting  agents  to  enlist  British  subjects,  who  had 
been  drugged,  and  had  not,  when  so  enlisted,  recovered  tmm  the  effects 
of  the  treatment  to  which  they  had  been  subjected.       •       •       • 
I  am,  &c,  • 

RUSSELL. 


Jlfr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1185.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wcuhington,  December  %  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  irom  the  consulate  at  Liverpool  the  dispatch  of 
the  18th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  relating  to  alleged  enlistments 
of  men  in  Eiiglund  for  our  military  service,  and  informing  me  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  detention  of  the  Great  Western  at  that  port  I  will 
thank  you  to  apply  to  Mr.  Wilding  for  copies  of  the  newspaper  slips  frma 
the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Commerce  of  the  16th  ultimo,  the  Liverpool 
DaUy  Courier  of  the  17th  ultimOj  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  and  the  Liverpool  Daily  Miercury  of  the  same  date,  which  accom- 
panied his  dispatch. 

AlthoQgh  it  seems  hfu^y  necessary,  I  repeat  to  yon  what  I  have  writ- 
ten on  former  occasions,  that  this  government  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
design  on  the  part  of  agents  or  of  officers  in  its  employment,  or  on  the 
^art  of  other  persona,  to  enlist  recruits  for  the  military  or  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdiction  of  her  Britannic  Majesty, 
or  in  any  other  foreign  state,  in  contravention  of  laws  prohibiting  su^ 
enlistment,  and  that  it  would  disapprove  of  any  such  proceedings. 

If  any  person  acting  without  authority  in  this  instance,  or  in  any  oth^, 
has  violated  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  on  this  subject,  he  will  be  left  to 
their  penalties.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  undue  interference  with  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  shall  have  occurred  prejudicial  to  their  legal 
rights  and  interests,  yon  will  be  pleased  to  make  such  protests  uid 
reclamations  on  their  behalf  as  may,  in  your  judgment,  be  warraJited  by 
the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  ^^y^(4^S^ 

Chables  Fbahgis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  <£c.,  i6c.  ^ 
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Mr,  Wilding  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  390.]  Cmitbd  Stateb  Cohbci^te, 

Liverpool,  Soveniber  18, 1S64. 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  inclose  slips  from  Liverpool  papers  respecting  au  alleged 
enlistanent  of  men  for  America,  and,  in  doing  so,  to  report  sncli  fact  as 
have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

It  appears  tbat  aboat  two  hundred  men  did  arrive  here  on  .Tuesday 
evening  for  the  purpose  of  embatldng  as  stoerage  passengers  on  board 
the  Great  Westom  for  Xew  York ;  that  southern  emmiasaries  having  got 
among  them,  and  finding  that  their  passages  had  been  paid  by  an  agent 
from  America,  with  a  view,  as  alleged,  of  their  being  employtS  in, 
glass-works  in  New  York,  persuaded  many  of  them  that  tiiey  were  really 
being  enlisted  for  the  army,  in  consequence  of  which  about  fifty  refused 
to  embark;  about  one  hundred  and  forty  went  on  board. 

Mr.  Hull,  the  confederate  attorney,  {no  doubt  set  to  work  by  the  rebel 
agents,)  took  the  matter  up  warmly  and  tried  to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
interference  of  the  authorities.  He  bo  fitr  succeeded  that  the  collector 
of  customs  sent  (two  officers  on  board  the  ship  and  refused  to  clear  her. 

Yesterday,  at  the  request  of  the  captain,  a  poUce  officer  was  ^ent  ou 
hoard  to  question  thepassengers  and  bring  ashore  any  who  were  anwill- 
ing  to  go.  Out  of  the  four  hundred  passengers  who  were  on  board,  only 
four  could  be  induced  to  leave  the  vessel,  nor  was  the  officer  able,  so  far 
as  I  can  learn,  to  obtain  any  evidence  wliat«ver  of  any  of  th^  naving 
been  enlisted. 

Yesterday  evening  the  collector  of  customs  intimated  to  the  agents  of 
the  vessel,  Messrs  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  that,  for  all  he  saw,  the  ves- 
sel might  clear  tbis  morning.  To-day,  however,  he  informs  them  that 
he  has  authority  for  detaining  her  longer;  he  was  understood  to  say  he 
had  a  telegram  from  the  government  ordenng  the  detention,  and  he  has 
put  two  officers  ou  board  to  prevent  her  sailing.  TUis  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  very  strong  and  unwarrantable  proceeding  upon  such  evidence  as 
1  believe  they  have. 

No  complaint  or  appHcation  has  been  made  to  me  by  the  master  or 
agents  of  the  vessel,  and  I  have  not,  therefore,  deemed  it  proper,  nndra: 
tie  circumstances,  to  make  any  representation  to  or  demand  any  explana- 
tion from  the  authorities,  but  have  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  occur- 
lence. 

On  inquiry,  I  find  that  some  time  since  the  passenger-agents  of  the  Great 
Western  received  a  letter  from  the  owners,  MeBsrs.  C.  H.  Marshall  &  Co., 
of  New  York,  advising  them  that  an  agreement  had  been  made  with  a 
Captain  Byrne  for  the  passage  of  about  one  hundred  peaisons,  more  or  less, 
from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  and  instructing  them  to  provide  such  pas- 
sages when  applied  for ;  at  the  same  time  a  draught  of  an  agreement  to 
be  si^ed  by  the  passengers  before  embarking  was  sent 

This  agreement  was  to  the  effect  that  Messrs.  BUss,  Ward,  Bosevelt, 
of  New  York,  on  the  one  part,  agree  to  pay  passage  of  the  party  of  the 
second  part,  and  provide  him  with  employment  for  at  least  one  year ;  and 
be,  ou  his  part,  agreed  to  place  himself  under  their  control,  and  perform 
such  labor  as  they  should  require  for  the  time  specified,  and  to  repay  the 
passage  money. 

The  kind  of  labor  is  not  stated  in  the  agreement,  but  it  was  under- 
stood to  be  to  work  in  glass-works. 

I  have  seen  the  draught,  the  style  and  spelling  of  which  indioato  that 
wi  iUiterate  person  made  it  r'  ,,,,,|p 
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The  Captain  B3rm6  mentioned  in  Messrs.  MarahalPs  letter  arrived  soon 
after  the  letter,  and,  as  I  understand,  engaged  and  superintended  the 
embarking  of  the  paesengers;  bnt  as  soon  as  the  stir  began  he  disap- 
peared, fuid  cannot  now  be  foand,  and  it  may  be  that  this  is  known  to  the 
antborities,  imd  has  emboldened  them  to  take  the  strong  meaeores  they 
have. 

The  vessel  now  lies  at  uichor  in  the  river,  with  four  hondred  passen- 
gers  on  board,  and  a  fair  wind  blowing. 

Yerv  respectfiilly,  I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDING. 
Hon.  WiLLiAS  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  LiTCipool  Dally  Post  of  NoTember  18,  1664.] 
THE  ALLXeXD  BEOBTTITINa  FOB  THE  FEDBBAL  ABIfT. 

This  matter  is  stiU  under  investigation  by  the  police  anthm  itics.  On 
Wednesday  night  upwards  of  fifty  of  the  men  who  bad  declined  to  go  in 
the  Great  Western  when  she  left  the  dock  were  accommodated  in  the  work- 
house ;  and  yesterday  a  large  number  of  them  thronged  the  entrance  to 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Hull  &  Stone,  in  Cook  street. 

Yesterday  eight  of  the  young  men  who  had  been  bron^t  here  tmm 
Ashton-under-Lyne  and  S^ybridge  were  selected  bom  the  others,  and 
with  the  two  young  men  who  came  from  London,  and  who,  as  already 
stated,  called  at  t^e  police  of&ce  and  made  a  statement  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  they  alleged  they  had  been  entrapped,  were  taken  to 
the  office  of  Messrs.  Fletcher  &  Hull,  and  there  made  afQdavits  in  accord- 
ance with  the  statements  given. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  Captain  Cunningham,  commander  of 
the  Great  Western,  applied  at  tJie  police  office  for  officers  to  go  on  board 
that  shi])  and  take  off  those  persons  who  wished  to  leave,  as  he  was  anx- 
ious his  vessel  should  sail.  Detective  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalg- 
leish  (chief  constable  of  Ashton-under-Lyne)  accordingly  went  on  board 
with  Captain  Cunningham,  The  passengers,  to  the  number  of  between 
four  and  five  hnndr^  nearly  all  young  men,  were  mustered  and  asked 
if  they  wished  to  go  to  New  York  m  the  ship  or  to  go  ashore.  All,  -witii 
the  exception  of  four,  (who  belong  to  Ashtou,  and  say  they  were  engaged 
by  Mr.  Hugh  Shaw,  who  examined  their  teeth,)  answered  that  they  would 
go  in  the  ship.  The  four  young  fellows  who  wished  to  leave  were  allowed 
to  do  so.  Of  those  on  board,  it  is  stated  that  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  have  been  brought  from  different  parts  of  Lancashire, 
and  engaged  to  work  in  the  "  extensive  glass  manufactory."  The  remain- 
der consist  of  young  Irishmen  aud  Germans,  but  the  police  have  no  in- 
formation to  show  that  they  have  been  induced  by  false  pretences  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  Shaw  and  one  or  two  other  parties  who  are  alleged 
to  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  shipment^  on  observing  Inspector 
Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dolgleish  on  board  llie  ship,  took  the  best  possi- 
ble means  to  hide  themselves  &om  the  view  of  the  officers  of  the  law. 
It  is  stated  that  a  German,  dressed  in  a  kind  of  military  uniform,  was 
on  board  and  appeard  to  exercise  considerable  authority  over  the  pao- 
seugers.  He  was  assisted  by  a  person  styled  by  the  passengers  as  "  ser- 
geant." Many  of  tlie  ro^i  on  tward  called  out  loudly  that  they  were  de- 
termined to  go  to  New  York  or  some  other  place  thwi  Lauoaahire,  as 
they  had  been  starving  while  in  their  own  towns,  (  'ooolc 
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It  is  an  importaot  fact  to  note  that  of  all  the  men  to  whom  the  police 
Bpoke  while  on  board  not  one  has  a  passage  ticket  Thia  of  itself  is  a 
violation  of  the  passenger  act 

We  hare  alree<ly  intimated  that  the  yotmg  fellows  were  in  a  destitute 
and  half-starved  condition.  Yesterday  Mr.  Hull  provided  them  with 
refresh  in  en  ts,  and,  with  theassistance  of  afewfrieuds  on 'Change,  raised 
safflcient  funds  to  send  back  those  who  had  been  brought  from  Ashton 
and  Stalybridge.  Last  evening  fifty  three  of  them  were  accordingly  sent 
off  by  the  6.45  train  from  Lime  street  station,  in  chargeof  Mr.DalgleisL 

We  understand  that  the  town  clerk  and  his  deputy  are  engaged  iQves- 
tlgating  the  law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  matter  is  likely  to  come 
b^oie  the  magistrates  to-day. 


[Ftoin  th«  liverpool  DaUy  Meroor;  of  November  IB,  1B64.]     . 
AIXEOED  KntKAPPraa  FOK  THE  FBDBRAI.  ARUT. 

The  excitement  caused  by  the  importation  into  Liverpool  of  a  nnmber 
of  youths  from  the  manufacturing  districts,  who,  it  was  alleged,  were  to 
be  deported  t«  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  federal,  army, 
continued  yesterday,  and  speculation  was  rile  as  to  what  would  be  the 
upshot  of  the  affair.  Upwards  of  fifty  of  the  men  had  Ijeen  accommo- 
dated with  beidsatthe  Brownlow-hiU  workhouse,  and  in  the -morning 
were  again  taken  to  the  police  ofllce.  Inspector  Carlisle  was  engaged 
again  yesterday  in  investigating  the  matter.  Bight  men  who  had  been 
brought  from  Ashton  and  Staleybridge  by  the  Shaws  were  selected,  and 
they  made  affidavits  in  regard  to  the  affair  at  Mr.  Hull's  office.  The  two 
young  men  named  Fenton  and  Whillock,  who  had  been  brought  from 
London,  and  who  state  tliat  one  of  tlie  men  who  engaged  them  promised 
that  they  should  have  lieutenants'  commissions  in  the  federal  army,  have 
also  made  affidavits.  These  young  men  are  highly  intelligent  persons, 
and  give  a  very  straightforward  and  consistent  statement  of  their  ea- 
gagement  in  London  and  the  subsequent  jyroceedings  of  the  agents,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  but  their  evidence  will  greatly  assist  the  au- 
thorities in  getting  up  the  case  for  the  prosecution,  should  a  prosecution 
be  determined  upon.  It  seems  that  shortly  after  the  London  cos- 
tingeut  had  left  the  metropolis  the  secret  as  to  the  ultimate  destination 
of  the  young  men  got  out,  and  Fent^tn  and  Whillock,  ou  their  arrival  in 
Liverpool,  received  telegrams  from  their  friends  warning  them  not  to 
proceed  to  New  York,  as  it  was  believed  that  the  parties  who  engaged 
them  intended  to  get  them  to  enlist  in  the  federal  army. 

Yesterday  forenoon  Captain  Cunningham,  the  commander  of  the  Great 
Western,  called  at  the  detective  oiBce,  and  stated  that  be  wished  the 
police  to  accompany  him  on  board  the  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
off  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  passengers.  He  also  stated  that 
be  was  desirous  that  the  matter  should  he  settled  as  quickly  as  possible, 
as  he  was  anxious  that  his  vessel  should  proceed  to  sea  without  loss  of 
time.  Subsequently  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Balgleish,  chief  consta; 
ble  of  Ashton,  went  ou  board  the  Great  Western  along  with  Captain 
Cunningham.  The  passengers,  numbering  between  four  hundred  and 
five  hundred,  were  mustered  on  deck  by  Captain  Cunningham.  They 
were  chiefly  very  young  men.  About  two  hundred  of  them  had  been 
brought  from  the  manufacturing  districts  on  the  pretence  of  going  to 
New  York  to  work  in  the  "glass-works,"  while  the  remainder  of  them 
were  chiefly  Irish  and  German  emigrant,  hut  nearly  the  whole  of  them 
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■were  capable  of  handling  a  mustet.  The  "emigrants"  ■were  asfaecl,  in 
the  preaenwe  of  the  officers,  whether  they  were  willing  to  go  to  New 
Tork  or  wished  to  be  put  on  shore ;  and  all  of  them,  with  the  exception 
of  fonPj  said  they  were  desirous  of  proceeding  to  New  York.  The  four 
dissentients  come  from  Asbtou,  and  were  examined  by  Hugh  Shaw,  to 
see  whether  they  had  good  teeth.  It  is  conjectured  that  since  the  affair 
has  been  made  public  those  ■who  have  the  conducting  of  the  arrange- 
meuts  have  brought  some  influence  to  bear  upon  those  on  board  the 
vessel  in  order  to  make  them  remain.  If  this  be  bo,  it  wonld  account 
for  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in  the  intentions  of  soma  of  the 
party,  there  being  between  four  hundred  and  five  hundred  young  men 
Btill  on  board,  who  must  know  by  this  time  the  object  of  their  "friends" 
who  are  so  auxions  to  decoy  tbem  across  the  Atlantic.  One  individa^, 
a  German,  who  was  on  board  the  vessel,  and  who  wore  some  sort  of  a 
uniform,  seemed  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  emigrants,  and  seemed 
to  possess  a  considerable  influence  over  a  number  of  them.  Another 
person  from  Staleybridge,  who  was  addressed  by  some  of  the  men  as  the 
"sergeant,"  evidently  had  some  power  over  the  Lancashire  portion  of 
the  passengers,  and  told  the  officers  that  they  were  determined  to  go  to 
America,  or  some  other  country,  and  not  to  be  left  destitute  in  England 
any  longer  |  while  another  of  the  emigrants  told  Mr.  Dalgleish  that  "  he 
v&a  not  going  back  to  be  put  in  jail  to  pick  oakum." 

The  Shsws,  and  some  of  the  otber  prime  movers  in  the  matter,  when 
they  saw  Messrs.  Carlisle  and  Dalgleish  on  board  the  ship,  got  oat  of 
the  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  will  no  doubt  form  an  important  element 

in  any  future  proceedings  that  may  be  taken,  that  not  one  of  the  men  to 

.    whom  the  officers  spoke  on  board  was  furnished  with  a  passage  ticket. 

This  is  in  itself  a  breach  of  the  passenger  act,  and  subjects  either  the 

captain  or  tbe  owner  of  the  vessel  to  a  i>enalty. 

The  authorities  were  in  a  difficulty  as  to  what  they  should  do  with 
those  who  had  refused  to  proceed  in  the  vessel.  The  men  were  all  in  a 
destitute  condition,  and  hud  no  means  of  reaching  their  native  towns. 
Mr.  Hull  went  on  'Change  yesterday,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some 
benevolent  gentlemen  soon  raised  a  sufficient  sum  to_  send  back  fifty- 
three  of  the  men  to  Ashton  and  Staleybridge.  They  were  accompanied 
to  the  stetiou  by  Inspector  Carlisle  and  Mr.  Dalgleish.  Before  t^eir 
departure  some  of  the  men  expi-essed  their  warm  thanks  for  the  interest 
that  had  been  taken  in  tbeir  behalf  in  Liver[K>ol ;  while  the  whole  body 
seemed  delighted  at  having  escaped  from  an  expedition  which  seemed 
likely  to  end  in  their  leaving  their  bones  on  the  field  in  battles  which 
have  yet  to  be  fought  in  the  southern  States  of  America. 

Eight  men  who  came  from  London  are  yet  in  Liverpool,  in  an  utterly 
destitute  state,  and  any  pecuniary  aid  from  tiiose  who  pity  their  help- 
less condition  will  be  tliankfully  received. 

We  understand  that  the  town  clerk  U  investigating  the  affair,  and  it 
is  likely  that  some  application  will  be  made  to  Mr.  KeuEBes  to-day  at  the 
police  court. 

The  Great  Western  is  still  detained  in  the  river  by  the  authorities. 


Mr.'A^ms  to  Mr.  Semird, 

No.  845.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

fMndon,  December  29, 1S64. 
Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  firom  the 
department,  nambered  1183,  and  fh)m  llSfi  to  1189,  inclnsire. 
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Id  regard  to  the  eabject  referred  to  in  your  No.  1185,  of  the  9th  of 
December,  the  matter  had  already  been  disposed  of  so  completely  by  the 
release  of  the  Great  Western,  that  I  presume  there  is  no  occasioD  to  take 
lurther  action,  aoless  it  be  in  the  manner  indicated  in  my  dispateh  to 
you,  No.  819,  of  the  25th  of  November,  vhieh  relates  ta  this  t^ir.  I 
shall,  therefore,  await  any  instructions  which  yon  may  prepare,  after 
you  shall  have  been  placed  in  tall  possession  of  the  &ets. 
I  hare  the  bpnor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  eemmt, 

GHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  "William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


PEOSECUnONS  OF  REBEL  AGENTS. 

Mr.  Adam»  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[Eitnot.] 

No.  667.]  Leoation  OF  the  Uniisd  States, 

London,  January  8, 1864, 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  • 

I  think,  however,  there  is  no  donbt  of  a  growing  oonriction  here  of 
tbe  necessity  of  Bome  decisive  action  to  check  the  ontrageous  plota  of 
the  rebels  and  their  British  sympathizers.  I  am  informed  that  proseca- 
tions  are  in  contemplation  against  several  of  the  commercial  houses 
that  have  been  most  prominently  engnged  in  promoting  their  objects. 
In  my  opinion  it  woold  be  far  better  for  the  Britiah  government  to 
initiate  these  than  for  the  United  States ;  but  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Evarts  on  that  snbjeet  so  soon  as  he  may  arrive  here. 

X  look  upon  the  complaints  made  against  Mr.  Eastman  and  Comman- 
der Winslow,  and.  the  proceedings  threatened  agunst  the  poor  men 
fonnd  in  and  snrrendered  from  the  Kearsarge,  as  simply  intended  to 
gaard  against  the  appearance  of  partiality  or  onesidedness,  of  which 
charge  there  is  always  more  or  less  apprehension  as  it  regards  the 
United  States.  The  strong  evidence  whit^  it  has  been  in  our  power  to 
obtain  in  connection  with  the  outfit  of  the  Victor  at  Sheemess,  has  as 
yet  had  only  the  effect  of  discharging  from  the  service  a  few  poor 
mechanics,  who  were  probably  gnilty  of  no  evil  intent  whatever,  whilst 
the  real  authors  of  the  mischief  remain  nntouched.  Before  this  yoa 
will  have  received  information  of  the  later  representations  made  by  me, 
which  have  in  a  measure  anticipated  your  directions;  I  shall,  however, 
follow  them  up  in  the  manner  indicated  apon  every  suitable  occasion 
nntil  I  perceive  that  some  preventive  policy  has  been  actually  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Bewabs,  * 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyGoOgle 


PBOUEConomi  of  bbml  Acrarrs.  4«6 

Mr.  Adtaat  to  Mr.  Seviard. 
[ExtraotL] 

STo.  579.]  LBaATiON  of  the  United  Statbb, 

LomUm,  January  21,  IMi. 
Bib:  •  •  •  •  • 

ProseontionB  have  indeed  been  oonimen<^,  not  only  against  certaiD 

parties  at  Liverpool,  bat  against  one  of  tlie  principal  officers  in  the  do^- 

Srd  at  Sheemess,  for  violations  of  tlie  enlistment  law.  The  case  of 
:.  Bomble  was  so  thoroaghly  made  out  by  the  evidence  I  have  pre- 
sented that  it  could  not  indeed  be  neglected.  All  this  shows  signs  of 
progress,  though  not  to  that  extent  which  we  might  desire,  or  which  will 
liave  the  effect  to  break  up  the  operations  of  the  rebels  and  their  friends 
in  this  kingdom.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  these  are  still  carried  on 
with  great  activity.  They  are  now  mainly  directed  to  the  ontflt  and 
manning  of  the  vessels  lying  in  Frmice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBAK0I9  ADAHa 
Hod.  WiLUAJf  H.  Sbwasd, 

Bearetaryof  BtaU. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

No.  585.]  IiEOATioN  OF  the  Fnitbd  States, 

London,  January  28, 1864. 

Sie;  .  *  •  .  . 

The  prosecutions  against  Mr.  Bnmble,  the  i^ispector  of  machinwy  at 
the  Sheemess  dockyard,  for  complicity  in  tlie  proceedings  of  the  steamer 
Victor,  alias  Scylla,  olttu  the  Bappahannock^  and  against  Messrs.  Jonea 
&  Co..  at  Liverpool,  for  ^illsting  and  paymg  men  for  service  in  the 
Georgia,  are  going  on. 

Judging  fiipm  the  tone  of  a  leader  in  the  Times  of  this  morning,  I 
infer  uiat  they  are  conducted  more  fiom  a  desire  to  do  something  to 
satisfy  the  demands  of  the  United  States  than  from  an  intention  to  pun- 
ish the  offenders.  It  is  now  reported  that  the  suits  against  the  two  iron 
clad  rams  at  Liverpool  will  be  brought  up  for  trial  some  time  next  month. 
Should  the  difficulties  in  the  north  of  Europe  end  in  a  rupture  threaten- 
ing to  embroil  the  great  powers,  I  have  nut  much  doubt  as  to  th6  olti- 
mate  issue  of  those  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Bewasd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  737.1  Legatioit  of. the  United  Statkb, 

iMdon,  Jidy  7. 1S61. 
8m;  The  British  government  appear  to  have  instituted  proceeding 
nndw  the  railistment  act  against  Campbell  at  Liverpool  and  Seymour  in 
30  A  0— TOL.  n 
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LondoD,  o&  tbe  strength  of  tbe  many  depositions  which  I  have  hereto- 
fore presented  to  their  notice.  This  seems  to  me  to  render  aoneceHSary 
s  prosecution  just  now  of  further  complaints  on  heiialf  of  our  govern- 
ment, of  their  une^iual  action  towards  the  belligerents.  It  is  doubtfnl 
to  me  whether,  in  the  preciae  condition  of  public  affairs,  any  residt  will 
come  of  these  proceedings.  But  in  this  case,  the  state  of  things  iloes 
not  materially  difi'er  from  that  which  must  prevail  in  every  other,  so  long 
as  tbe  disjointed  condition  of  the  ruling  power  itself  shall  be  permitted 
to  continue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obe*Hent  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ABAMS. 
Hon.  WmjAM  H.  Sewabd, 

(Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  748.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LoncUm,  July  15, 1S64. 
Sir:  John  Seymour,  the  London  shipping  agent,  referred  to  in  my 
No.  737  of  the  7th  instant  as  having  heen  indicted  for  a  violation  of  tbe 
foreign  enlistment  act  in  engaging  men  to  serve  on  board  armed  vessels 
belonging  to  the  insurgents  in  the  UniUMl  States,  plend  guilty  yesterday 
to  the  charge.  1  herewith  forward  a  copy  of  tbe  Times  containing  a  report 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 

1  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sur,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
[For  report  of  trial  of  Seymour  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appen- 
dix, No.  14.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adama, 

Kg.  1045.]  Depabtmekt  of  State, 

Washington,  July  28,  1864. 

BlE :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  15th  of  July,  No.  748,  which 
Informs  me  that  John  Seymour,  a  shipping  agent  for  the  piratical  ser- 
vice, organized  in  Great  Britain,  has  pleaded  guilty  and  been  convicted 
of  violating  the  neutrality  laws  of  that  kingdom.  It  appears  fnnn  the 
newspaper  report  of  the  trial  which  accompanies  your  dispatch  that  tbe 
OQurt,  with  tbe  consent  of  the  prosecution  for  the  government,  discharged 
the  offender  without  punishment',  on  condition  that  be  refrain  from  re- 
peating his  crime.  The  President  fears  that  this  clemency  is  ill-judged. 
Nevertheless,  appreciating  the  good  faith  and  energy  which  her  Majes- 
ty's government  have  exhibited  in  sexinring  a  judicial  decision  concerning 
a  crime  against  the  United  States  which  has  too  long  been  pnicticed  with 
impunity,  the  President  will  patiently  wait  to  see  whether  that  <]e«i8ion 
has  tbe  salutary  effect  which  is  expected  by  the  authorities  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Ber\'ant, 

WILUAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Chables  Fbajtois  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee.,  dtc,  <fcc.    ■        ( 'ooqIp 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Estract.] 

ITo.  759.]  Legation  of  the  TJketed  States, 

London,  August  18, 1864. 

SiH:  "  "  •  •  •  •  •  • 

In  connection  witli  theremarba  made  in  yowr  dispatch  So.  1045,  of 
the  28th  of  July,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  supple- 
ment of  tbe  Liverpool  Daily  Post  of  the  11th  instant,  as  well  as  a  copy 
of  the  London  Star  of  the  15th  instant,  botli  containing  reports  of  far- 
ther trials,  held  atHverpool,  for  violations  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

In  all  these  cases  it  is  apparent  that  the  result  la  gained  by  the  gov- 
ernment, without  serious  resistaoce,  the  only  penalty  to  the  guilty  par- 
ties being  an  entry  into  obligations  not  to  repeat  the  offcnae.  It  is  plain 
that  the  verdict  must  have  been  practically  an-ived  at  by  consent.  It 
is  possible  that  even  by  this  means  some  additional  strength  may  be 
gradually  aequired  by  the  govwnment  towards  a  proper  enforcement  of 
the  law  in  future  cases.  There  yet  remains  one  in  which  this  point  will 
probably  bo  tested.  I  allude  to  that  of  Mr.  Rumble.  Tins  is  the  most 
flagrant  of  them  all.  AltLougb  the  evidence  to  convict  him  is  of  the 
strongest  character,  it  is  uot  certain  that  it  will  avail,  should  he  persist 
in  his  intention  to  contest  it.  I  bave'caaually  had  a  few  words  with  the 
Bolicitor  general  on  tbe  subject,  from  which  I  infer  that,  though  very 
conhfh^nt  of  his  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  he  is  not  altogether 
witbout  mistruBt  of  the  eftect  of  technical  litigation  ou  the  defensive 
Bide  if  thoroughly  resorted  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  the  inclosed  reports  of  trials  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix.  "So.  14.] 


Jlfr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ho.  1098,]  Depaetment  of  State, 

WasMwffton,  September  20, 1864. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  18th  of  Auguat,  No.  759,  which  gives  a  report  of  two  further  trials  for 
violatious  of  the  enlistment  laws,  in  each  case  with  the  same  result — a 
conviction  by  court,  followed  by  a  discharge,  or  a  penal  obligation  not 
to  repeat  tbe  ofl^nse. 

Certainly  this  mode  of  proceeding  has  very  little  tendency  to  vindicate 
the  laws  or  assure  the  neutrality  of  Great  Britain.  Another  prosecution, 
however,  is  peu<ling,  and  is  expected  to  be  brought  to  trial  very  soon. 
The  President  will  reser^'e  the  definitive  disposition  of  the  subject  until 
the  result  of  that  trial  shall  be  made  known. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chaju^es  Fbakois  Adaus,  Esq.,  <£c.,  &c.,  £e. 
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Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

tEztnot.] 

Kb.  819.1  LBGATlOIf  OF  TEE   UNITED  3TA.TBB, 

London,  Mvember  25, 1864. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  proceedings  against  Mesera.  Jones  and  Highatt,  for  enlisting  sea- 
men for  the  rebels  at  Liverpool,  have  terminated  in  a  verdict  jvo/orma, 
with  a  nominal  penalty,  to  which  the  parties  couseuted.  I  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  Times  containing  a  report.  The  diatmst  of  the  law  oflBceiB 
of  their  ability  to  enforce  the  statute  seems  to  me  to  amount  to  timidity, 
for  I  do  not  suspect  any  want  of  disposition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCI3  ADABia. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix,  ISo.  14.J 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  830.]  LsaATion  of  the  United  States, 

Zondon,  December  S,  ISM. 
SiB:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  London  Times  otmt^uning  a 
report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Queea's  Bench  in  the  case  of 
the  Crown  against  Mr.  Bumble.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  matter  went 
off,  for  the  moment,  on  a  side  issue.  An  adjournment  was  made  to 
enable  the  defendant  to  fortify  himself  against  unexpected  evidence. 
There  is  no  reasonable  doubt  of  his  guilt,  but  it  is  equally  certain  that 
great  efforts  will  be  made  to  get  him  clear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Rumble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.] 

[Commnnicatod  by  the  British  Legation.] 
Earl  Ru»8ell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

FoBEioiT  Office  December  8, 1861. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a 
dispatch  &om  her  Majesty's  consul  at  Teneriffe,  stating  the  circumstaooee 
tinder  which  the  steamship  Sea  King  has  come  into  the  possession  of 
officers  of  the  Confederate  States. 

I  have  at  the  same  time  to  acquaint  yon  that  her  Majesty's  govemment 
took  immediate  steps,  on  the  arrival  in  England  of  the  men  refured  to 
in  Mr.  Consul  Qrattan's  dispatch,  who  had  formed  part  of  crew  of  the 
Sea  King,  to  make  an  investigation  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  that  under  the  advice  of  5ie  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  hCT  Hi^esty's 
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government  have  given  directions  that  Gaptata  Corbett  shall  be  prose- 
cated  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

I  am,  -with  great  truth  ana  regard,  my  lord,  yonr  lordship's  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

EUS8ELL. 

Eight  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <fec.,  die,  &c. 

(For  report  of  trial  of  Oaptaiu  Oorbett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14,] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

Ho.  1203.]  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  December  26, 1864. 
Sir:  Your  dispatch  of  the  8th  of  December,  No.  830,  together  with 
the  aecount  of  the  opening  of  the  case  of  the  Queen  against  Bumble, 
under  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  has  been  received.  We  await  the  end 
of  the  trial  with  deep  interest.  It  is  desirable  to  know  whether,  in  a 
coiistitutioual  government  which  devolves  the  performance  of  inter- 
national obligation  upon  a  municipal  judiciary,  an  aggrieved  state  can 
obtain  at  least  one  just  and  effective  judgment. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Charles  Francis  Adajus,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TSo.  857.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  19, 1865. 

SiE :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department  numbered  from  1212  to  1221,  both  inclusive,  and  likewise 
No.  1196,  mentioned  last  week  as  missing. 

I  have  caused  the  intercei)tcd  correspondence  inclosed  with  this  last 
dispatch  to  be  copied  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Russell,  with  a  note,  a 
copy  of  which  I  send  herewith.  T  am  not  sure  that  this  is  the  course 
proiwsed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  dispatch.  It  would  seem  rather  as  if 
the  intention  was  to  make  them  the  base  of  a  prosecution  against  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Highatt  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  .  This  would  be 
marking  oat  a  novel  line  of  policy,  the  possible  consequences  of  which, 
in  relieving  the  Britisli  government  of  its  responsibility  and  incurring 
the  hazard  of  almost  certain,  and  possibly  mortil^'ing  failure,  do  not 
a^|iear  as  yet  to  have  been  quite  sufficiently  weighed.  I  cjiunot  bat 
hope  that  if  sucli  a  decision  has  been  arrived  at,  of  which  1  am  not  alto- 
gether snre,  it  may  at  any  rate  be  fully  reconsidered  before  it  is  iinally 
determined  on.  And  if  ultimately  determined  on,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest 
the  absolute  necessity  of  sending  out  the  lawyers  necessary  to  see  it  vigor- 
orously  carried  forward.  From  my  past  experience  in  tlijs  line,  I  feel 
no  assurance  of  any  energy  on  tlie  part  of  professional  men  here 
in  prosecuting  suits  under  the  eulisUnent  law,  or  of  any  confidence  in 
their  success,  if  they  exerted  it. 

Meanwhile  her  Majesty's  government  has  decided  upon  trying  its 
hand  on  another  caw,  which  baa  jtist  presented  itself  of  quite  apeculiar 
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character.  It  seems  that  a  Penivian  corvette,  called  the  Union,  haa 
been  fitting  out  from  tliis  port,  and  the  captain  haa  been  engaged  ia 
enllstmg  some  seamcu  here  for  the  service.  The  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment officers  appears  to  have  been  drawn  to  this  by  the  fact  that  among 
these  seameu  were  three  who  had  been  formerly  en  gaged  by  Mr.  Itumblefor 
the  service  of  the  rebels,  and  whose  testiinooj  was  considered  as  highly 
important  in  the  prosecution  now  pending.  It  is  now  announced  in  the 
newspapers  that  the  captain  is  to  be  tried  on  the  chargeof  violating  the  law 
in  enlisting  men  to  carry  on  war  against  Spain. 

In  tbis  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  mention  that  at  the  time  when 
the  enlistment  of  the  three  men  alluded  to  became  known  to  the  law 
ofKoerB,  they  at  first  declined  to  take  any  direct  steps  to  retain  them 
here,  notwithstanding  that  they  declared  them  essential  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  Kumble.  They,  however,  notified  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul,  of  their 
opinion^  and  suggested  to  him  an  application  to  the  Peruvian  minister 
for  their  release.  Mr.  Morse  came  to  me  about  it,  and  I  immediately 
addressed  a  note  to  Mr.  Barreda  on  the  subject.  That  gentleman  being 
absent,  I  received  an  answer  from  his  secretary  most  promptly  and 
handsomely  placing  the  men  at  my  service.  I  wrot«  him  at  once  a 
letter  acknowledging  the  obligation  on  behalf  of  my  government,  and 
promising  to  bring  the  circumstance  to  its  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hou.  Williajb:  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State,  ' 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BmselL 

Legatiom  op  the  United  States, 

Londonf  January  18,  1S65, 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies 
of  certain  letters  which  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  tlie  government  of 
the  United  States.  They  are  offered  in  the  nature  of  cumulative  evidence 
to  prove  the  systematical  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  this  king- 
dom has  been  habitually  abused  by  insurgent  emissaries  sent  out  here 
expressly  for  the  purpose.  I  have  already  dwelt  so  much  upon  this 
point  in  my  previous  correspondence,  that  I  shall  confine  myself  on  this 
occasion  simply  to  asking  your  particular  notice  to  the  terms  of  tlie 
letters  of  James  D.  Bullock,  well  understood  to  be  the  chief  agent  in 
transactions  of  this  kind,  in  their  connection  with  the  proceedings  of 
Messrs.  Jones,  Highatt,  &c.,  and  particularly  of  Mr.  Bold,  all  of  them 
beUeved  to  be  subjects  of  her  M^esty,  and,  therefore,  bound  to  he  neu- 
tral in  the  present  ditSculties. 

I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  hare  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  conclusive 
proof  that  the  practices  referred  to  in  these  letters  dated  last  year  are 
jet  carried  on  with  as  much  activity  as  ever. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  tlie  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Basl  Buesell,  t&c.,  &e.,  <£e. 


..Google 
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Mr.  Barney  to  0(^tain  Mvrrit, 

GeAND  FIotbl,  Paris,  February  5, 1864. 

Mt  Deab  Morris  :  I  have  ioteiided  writing  to  yoa  for  several  daya, 
but  po3ti>oned  it  until  I  could  heai-  something  definite  from  Nantes.  I 
received  your  letter  this  morning,  and  was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  had 
been  sick.  I  hope  you  will  soon  get  to  sea,  and  the  change  will  be  ben- 
eficial to  you. 

Reissetson  is  here,  and  reports  all  ready  for  you.  You  are  to  telegrapb 
when  ready,  as  agreed  upon.  I  told  him  you  would  not  berendy  beforenext 
Tuesday,  I  thought.  I  am  sorry  to  hoar  of  the  ill  success  of  the  Blower. 
Bullock  sftys  the  Florida's  engines  were  only  intended  to  work  up  to 
sixty-five  revolutiona,  and  any  increase  above  that  mark  must  be  very 
racking  and  should  only  be  resorted  to  on  an  emergency.  Her  maxi- 
mum speed  under  stea.m  atone  was  estimated  ten  knots.  I  represented 
to  Bullock  that  your  money  chest  would  be  pretty  low,  and  he  kindly 
consented  to  pay  for  the  carriages.  You  wiU  approve  V.'s  bills,  and  B. 
will  pay  them,  and  so  give  you  a  little  more  money  to  cruise  on. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  bad  beliavior  of  Hawtliome.  He 
promised  very  fair  when  I  released  him.  I  hope  when  you  get  to  sea  your 
men  will  settle  down,  and  by  firm  and  judicious  treatment  become  a  good 
crew.  I  wrote  you  about  the  engineers'  allotments.  I  find  the  men  are 
also  allowed  to  leave  them.  But  I  suppose  they  are  none  of  your  new 
men  who  have  been  familiar  in  England.  I  scarcely  think  it  worth  while 
to  give  them  the  chance  of  swindling  the  government. 

"Hiere  was  one  man  of  the  old  crew  who  wanted  to  send  money  to  his 
mother  in  Ireland.  I  forget  his  name.  Averett  will  know  whom  I  mean. 
You  might  let  him  know  quietly  that  he  could  leave  an  allotment.  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  act  as  attorneys  for  the  men  of  the  other  shipSj  and 
pay  the  money  to  their  friends  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  will  do 
the  same  service  for  the  Florida.  The  ticket  mnst  be  made  payable  to 
J.  &  Co.,  or  any  one  else  in  Liverpool,  and  the  person  to  whom  it  is  to 
be  sent,  and  his  or  her  place  of  residence  given.  The  amount  is  sent  at 
the  expense  of  the  government  Captain  Blakely  requests  Captain  M.  F. 
Maury  to  caution  our  ofiicers  against  overloading  his  guns,  and  he  adds: 
"In  the  Florida  we  constantly  fire  twenty  pounds  of  powder  from  my 
6-inch  gun,  only  of  cast  iron,  banded  with  steel."  I  thought  the  pivot 
guns  were  seven  inches,  and  know  he  is  mistaken  about  the  twenty- 
pound  charges.  Ask  Averett  to  give  me  the  true  state  of  the  case. 
What  is  the  diameter  of  bore  of  the  pivots  t 

Hemember  me  kindly  to  tlie  doctor.  I  received  his  note  and  remittance, 
and  the  money  and  likenesses  by  Mr.  Hough.  I  don't  think  that  of  yon, 
seiit  to  day,  very  good.  I  gave  Seme  one ;  he  is  well  and  his  family- 
Young  Trenholrn  bas'  improved  very  much  since  I  first  came  up,  but 
etilt  looks  delicate.  Kind  regards  to  Averett  and  all  bands.  My  health 
is  improving,  but  I  still  suffer  much  at  times.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  do 
with  myself.  There  is  nothing  new  here.  I  am  glad  the  things  I  sent 
were  satisfactory.  If  I  can  do  anything  else  for  you,  command  me.  I 
hope  to  hear  from  you  before  you  leave. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  N.  BABiNBY, 


^dbyCoogle 
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Captain  Bullock  to  Captain  Morris. 

Lttebpooi.,  January  14, 1864. 

Deab  Morris  :  I  received  yonr  letter  of  tbe  8th  inBtwit^  day  before 
yesterday,  and  I  have  only  delayed  replying  to  it  that  I  might  look 
'  about  a  little  to  see  how  you  could  best  be  helped  oat  of  your  difficulty. 
As  all  the  matter  of  shippiug  men  for  tbe  vessels  ia  France,  that  is 
for  yobr  ship  and  the  Kappahannock,  had  been  intrusted  to  Mr.  Bold,  I 
desired  first  to  see  what  arrangements  he  had  made  and  whether  they 
could  be  extended. 

Before  I  could  do  it  a  rumor  got  abroad  that  the  members  of  the  flrm 
of  Jones  &  Co.,  who  you  know  are  partners  of  Mr.  Bold,  were  about  to 
be  taken  up  for  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  and  yesterday 
the  newspapers  stated  the  fact  openly.  It  appears  that  Jones  &  Co.  are 
Bummoned  to  appear  before  the  magistrates  on  Friday,  (to-morrow,) 
charged  with  enliHtiug  men  for  the  Confederate  States  naval  service ;  and 
although  meutton  is  only  made  of  the  Georgia,  yet  it  is  said  that  import- 
ant revelations  concerning  the  conduct  of  Confederiit«  States  officers 
here  will  be  made.  This  result  has  not  surprised  me,  for  tbe  indiscreet 
manner  in  which  men  have  been  engaged  and  sent  about  has  been  freely 
commentedupoQ,  and  in  anticipatiou  of  trouble  I  have  kept  entirely  clear 
of  the  parties  engaged  in  these  movements.  This  action  of  the  author- 
ities absolutely  closes  England  to  you  as  a  recruiting  ground,  unless  you 
in  person  make  an  arrangement  witit  some  one  in  France  to  deliver  yon 
men  at  so  much  a  head.  Tliat  is  the  manner  in  which  I  managed  in  the 
orew  of  the  Alabama,  and  thus  did  not  come  in  contact  with  any  of  the 
men  until  they  were  actually  on  board  ship,  and  were  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  England.  For  any  Confederate  States  ofHccr  to  attempt 
engaging  men  here  now  would  insure  his  getting  into  trouble,  besides 
ending  in  failure;  because  I  am  sure  that  agents  of  tbe  Yankee  consul 
would  ofi'er  their  services  with  the  express  intent  of  lodging  information. 

Hamilton  has  written  yOu  about  Bead,  who  would  be  an  excellent  man 
for  the  work  if  he  can  be  spared.  Suppose  you  ash  your  agent  in  Brest 
if  there  is  not  some  sfaippiug-master  there  who  would  engage  to  furnish 
a  certain  number  of  men,  you  paying  all  expenses  of  transportation  and 
a  specified  sum  for  each  man  delivei^  on  board. 

I  have  written  Commodore  B.,  suggesting  that  tbe  Georgia's  men  be 
transferred  to  yonr  ship.  I  am  told  she  has  some  excellent  men  who  are 
willing  to  remain  in  the  service.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  should 
have  such  embarrassment  in  the  very  outset,  especially  as  neither  fore- 
sight nor  discretion  on  your  part  could  have  prevented  it,  and  because, 
moreover,  I  can  render  you  no  direct  aid.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to 
send  you  a  man  who  I  think  can  be  trusted  on  some  assumed  business, 
and  you  can  make  him  a  direct  offer  to  pick  you  up  some  men. 

It  is  probable  tliat  I  shall  go  to  Paris  on  Tuesday  nest.    Write  me  to 

the  care  of  Jlr.  Senac     Li  the  mean  time,  if  the  man  alluded  to  above 

will  go,  I  will  let  you  know  in  advance.    If  arrangements  have  heeo 

made,  Tesicr,  I  am  sure  he  will  carry  them  out  faithfully  and  judiciously. 

I  am  very  truly  yours, 

JAMES  D.  BULLOCK. 


A.  Norur  &  Company  to  Captain  Morris. 

Nante^  January  16, 1864. 
.  I  will  do  all  my  efforts  for  making  the  greatest  possible  number  of  the 
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hues  .von  are-wanting  to  five  Itondred.    These  pieoes  I  am  sore  dull 

Batiofy  yon. 

Fleaae  to  give  me  all  informatioa  that  ia  of  an  absolate  necessity. 
Does  the  toach-bole  of  yonr  Bliells  narrow  or  increaae,  or  does  it  remain 
equal  to  the  diameter  A  of  the  taze  from  the  point  B,  (inferior  part  of 
the  fiize'B  thread  when  screwed  in  the  shell  t)  That  is  of  importance  to 
me,  for  I  want  to  know  if  a  fuze  that  Bhoold  be  2J  times  longer,  and 


^==S 


shonld  have  the  same  diameter  on  the  whole  length,  conld  be  introduced 
in  your  own  shells.  The  two  sockets  for  the  pivot-bolts  shall  also  be 
ready  in  time.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  state  the  amount  of  my  bill.  I  hare 
not  very  well  naderstood  what  captain  is  saying,  when  he  asks  "  Conld 
yon  gftt  hide-rope  for  wheel-ropes  P  I  am  writing  for  further  informa-. 
tion;  thereupon,  believe  me,  captaia,  with  kind  regards,  very  sincerely 
yoors, 

A.  NOEUB  &  CO. 
Captain  Mobbis,  C.  8.  N.,  Brest. 


Mr,  Norur  io  Captain  Morria. 

Nantes,  January  18, 1865. 
Mt  Dear  8ie  :  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  herewith  send  yon 
the  approximate  cost  of  the  lUfferent  objects  I  will  deliver  to  you  at  the 
time  and  place  agreed  upon,  with  a  detailed  invoice  of  the  same.  The 
approximate  amount  is  12,500  francs.  The  expenses  of  the  steamer  that 
shall  carrj'  these  objects  will  be  over  and  above,  and  will  be  paid  by 
Captain  James  B.,  for  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  them  actnally.  I  can- 
not give  yon  the  exact  amouot,  owing  to  the  fact  that  several  items  are 
still  in  hand  in  fulfillment  of  yonr  last  orders.  The  lengthening  by  two 
feet  two  inches  and  three-quarters  (2  ft.  2^  inches)  of  the  objects  men- 
tioned in  yonr  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  wUl  in  nowise  delay  tiieir 
delivery  at  the  time  mentioned.  i    Cii.>(1«^lc 
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I  have  leceived  yonrs  of  tbe  16th  ioBtant.    yevertheless  I  incloae,  for 
better  ezplaaatioDS,  tbe  sketch  of  the  fiizes  I  am  making  for  yon.    I  have 


(The  thread  of  tbe  lorew  is  preciself  umilar  to  that  of  the  foiie  1  leceired  from  yon.) 

jnst  heard  that  it  is  of  physical  impossibility  to  get  the  bide-rope  before 
twenty  days.  I  did  not  hesitate,  however,  to  order  it,  in  case  some 
cause  or  other  should  delay  yoor  departure. 

I  remain,  captaie,  veiy  respectfully  yonrs, 

A.  NOKUB. 
Captain  MoEEis,  C.  8.  Jf.,  Bre«t. 

[The  remaining  inclosures,  relating  to  tbe  "  Florida,"  will  be  fonad 
with  same  dispatch  under  the  bead  of  "Rebel  CmisfTS,"  subdivision 
"Florida,"  jHwt] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Leqation  of  thb  Uiotsd  States, 

Lmdm,  Ftbruary  3,  J  866. 


No.  869.] 

Sib:        •  ' 

I  likewise  have  the  honor  to  send  copies  of  the  Tinfes^^^^^  and 
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3tt  instAnt,  containing  a  leport  t^  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Hr. 
Bumble. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  serranti 

CHABLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WniiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Beeretary  of  State. 

[For  trial  of  Mr.  Bamble  see  Farliamentaiy  and  Judicial  Appen4>X| 
Ho.  14.] 

Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  872.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  9, 1865. 

Sm :  I  transmit  copiea  of  the  Times  contaiuing  a  report  of  the  close  of 
the  trial  of  Mr,  Rumble. 

Prom  the  result  of  this  proceedhig  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
no  justice  to  tlie  United  States  can  be  expected  from  pressing  i)ro3ccutions 
under  the  enlistment  act  in  the  courts  of  this  kingdom.  A  more  flagrant 
example  than  this  one  coidd  scarcely  occur.  I  do  not  con.sider  it  advis-  ' 
able  to  make  efforts  to  repeat  such  an  experiment  with  any  co-operation 
whatever  on  tlio  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  process  is  Just  this :  So  far  as  I  have  any  information  no  attempt 
hasyet  been  made  by  this  govemmeut  to  initiate  measures  to  preventer 
punish  violations  of  the  enlistment  law.  It  waits  for  information  from 
this  legation  and  expects  that  this  will  be  based  on  legal  testimony. 
Alter  proceedings  have  been  commenced  it  expects  tliat  we  shall  not 
only  supply  but  keep  in  hand  the  witnesses  to  he  relied  upon  in  the 
prosecution.  The  consequence  i^  that  the  labor  of  holding  a  class  of 
people  proverbially  needy,  unstable,  and  peculiarly  liable  to  be  operated 
on  by  counter  influences,  is  devolved  upon  as.  When  the  case  comes  up 
for  trial  it  is  the  natural  resouree  of  the  lawjera  in  the  defence  to  attempt 
to  discredit  and  to  east  odium  upon  these  witnesses  as  suborned  by  a  for- 
eign government  in  order  to  crush  n  respectable  Kuglishman.  Such  was 
the  game  played  in  this  case,  and  the  prosecuting  officers,  instead  of 
denouncing  the  whole  of  it  with  a  proper  share  of  indignation,  and  doing 
their  duty  in  protecting  both  the  witnesses  and  the  foreign  government, 
appear  to  have  acted  only  as  if  afraid  lest  some  trifling  share  of  the 
odium  might  possibly  fall  upon  ,tUeir  own  shoulders. 

24either  is  this  the  worst  of  the  matter.  In  the  very  midst  of  a  crim- 
inal prosecution  the  chief  justice,  perceiving  that  the  name  of  a  man  not 
present  was  implicated  by  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution,  and  learning  that  he  was  at  Malta,  actually  breaks  off  the 
hearing  in  the  middle,  and  postpones  it  for  several  weeks — loug  enough 
to  procure  the  return  of  that  man.  The  jury  and  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution,  meantime,  are  left  opeu  to  auy  intluence  which  a  crafty 
man,  like  the  prisoner,  may  be  able  to  bring  to  bear  upon  them.  We 
have  abundant  proof  of  the  outrageous  manner  in  which  he  actually  did 
operate  on  the  latter,  some  of  whom  he  succeeded  in  spiriting  away.  1 
have  myself  little  doubt  that  the  man  who  did  not  scruple  to  tamper 
with  them,  would  not  liesitate  to  do  the  same  with  the  jury.  After  the 
trial  was  resumed,  the  fact  appears  plainly  enough  that  their  minds  were 
made  up  loug  before  the  close.  Aud  the  chief  justice  was  so  far  befogged 
by  his  British  sympathies  as  not  to  care  to  penetrate  the  game  that  was 
playing,  and  actually  to  intimate  very  broadly  iu  his  charge  a  belief  that 
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the  fonl  pla;  was  carried  on  by  the  govenunent  moat  iatnested  in  ths 
proeecntion. 

From  a  view  of  these  circamstaDees,  I  hare  come  to  the  eouclnsiOD 
that  instead  of  attemptiog  further  to  snpply  facilities  for  tliis  kind  of 
proceeding  the  Onited  States  should,  iu  fatnre,  oat  of  regard  to  its  own 
digtiity,  confine  itself  to  fnmishiug  the  informatioo,  aod  ttirow  the  endie 
responsibility  for  the  condact  of  all  legal  measures  apon  the  Briti^ 
anthorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoiir  obedient  servant-, 

CHARLES  FRAKCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  vepOTt  of  trial  of  Mr.  Bamble  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  Ko.  14.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 

No.  890.]  Legation  op  the  Usited  States, 

Ijondon,  March  !>,  18C5. 
Sib  :  In  anticipation  of  the  receipt  of  the  comments  which  are  donbt- 
less  on  tlicir  way  to  mc  from  America,  upon  the  issiie  of  tbe  trial  of  Mr. 
Bumble,  I  now  transmit  a,  copy  of  a  note  tfom  Jjord  Russell  to  mc,  of 
the  8th  instant,  announcing  the  course  which  has  been  taken  resi>ecting 
that  personage  by  the  government.  Considering  that,  in  the  face  of  the 
lav,  he  has  been  held  innocent  of  the  offense,  I  cannot  see  that  much 
more  could  have  been  done  to  him  tlmii  has  been  done.  As  an  iudicati(ffl 
of  the  animus  of  the  government,  I  think  it  may  he  favorably  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  March  8,  1866. 

SlB:  In  my  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
that  a  coart  of  inquiry,  appointed  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty,  to  investigate  the  eintumstances  connected  with  the  dei»art- 
nre  of  tbe  Scylla,  or  Kappahannocli,  from  Sheemess,  had  reported  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  the  assertion  which  had  been  made,  that  tbe 
Scylla  had  been  towed  out  of  the  harbor  of  Sheemess  by  a  vessel  belong- 
ing to  her  Majesty's  navy;  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  yoa 
further,  with  respect  to  this  matter,  that  tlie  lords  of  the  admiralty  hava 
fully  considered  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Rumble  in  regard  thereto. 

It  apiKjared  to  their  lordships,  that  as  Mr.  Rumble  has  been  acquitted 
hy  a  jur>'  of  any  guilty  knowledge  of  the  true  character  of  the  Scylla, 
np  to  the  time  of  her  departure  from  Slieemess,  they  had  only  to  con- 
sider his  proceedings  after  that  event  in  forming  an  opinion  with  respect 
to  his  conduct  in  the  case  of  this  vessel.  And  the  conclusion  at  which 
their  lordships  have  arrived  is  that  Mr.  Rumble,  alter  the  character  of 
tiie  vessel  had  been  openly  declared,  acted  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
afford  jost  grounds  for  the  accusation  that  an  oOicer  employed  in  her 
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H^lesty's  serriee  had  aided  and  abetted  those  partieaj  vho,  in  vicriation 
of  her  Hfyesty'B  proclamation,  vere  concerned  in  fitting  ont  the  Soylla 
ae  a  vessel  of  war.  Under  these  oironmBtanoes  their  lordahipe  htxn 
decided  to  piaee  Mr.  Bumble  upon  half  pay,  as  an  ofiBoer  in  whom  they 
can  no  longer  place  any  confidence. 

Z  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  higheit  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Ghasi^bs  Fbanois  Adaus,  Esq.,  <£o.,  iSx.,  die 


Earl  Buis^U  to  JIfr.  Adams. 
[Befened  to  in  the  preceding  nuto.] 

Foreign  Office,  February  18, 1865. 
Ses:  With  Teference  to  the  assertions  that  have  been  made,  that  the 
steamer  Scylla  or  Rappahannock  waa  towed  by  a  government  tug  out 
of  Sheerness  harbor,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1863, 1  have  the  honor  to 
state  to  yoQ  that  I  have  received  from  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  a  copy  of  a  report  accompanied  by  a  minute  of  proceedings 
of  a  court  of  inquiry,  held  by  their  lordships'  orders  at  Sheerness, 
to  investigate  the  truth  of  those  assertions,  and  that  it  results  from  that 
inquirj'  that  the  membei^  of  the  court  were  perfectly  satisfied  tbat  no 
government  tug,  or  vessel  of  any  description  belonging  to  her  M^esty, 
assisted  or  accompanied  the  Scylla  or  Bappahannock,  on  the  occasion 
of  her  leaviog  Sheerness  harbor  on  the  night  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moat 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
CHABLE3  Fbancis  Adajsb,  Esq.,  (£&,  <£«.,  (£c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

No.  1313.]  Dbfabthent  of  State, 

WashingUm,  March  21, 1865. 

SiB:  This  government  has  had  under  consideration  the  proceedings  in 
the  trial  of  the  case  of  the  Queen  against  Bumble,  upon  a  very  elaborate 
indictment  for  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
eqaipment  and  eulistmeDt  of  men  for  the  piratical  steamer  Bappahan- 
ixotk.. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  this  government  that  the  acquittal  of  Bumble  was 
contrary  to  the  law,  and  contrary  to  the  evidence  submitted  in  the  case. 
But  this  government  acknowledges  with  pleasure  that  it  finds  in  the 
report  of  the  trial  abundant  evideuee  that  her  Majesty's  government 
have  acted  with  dUigeace  and  entire  good  faith  in  instituting  the  prose- 
catioD  and  carrying  it  on  to  its  unsatisfactory  conclusion.  It  Ib  a  pleasure 
also  to  this  government  to  admit  its  high  appreciation  of  the  manner  and 
form  in  which  the  indictment  was  prepared,  and  the  prosecution  was 
conducted  by  the  solicitor  general  and  other  counsel  for  the  Crown. 

Id  the  opinion  of  this  government  the  defeat  of  justice  which  occur- 
red U  the  case  is  due  in  no  smcdl  degree  to  the  proceeding  of  the  presid- 
ing jaBtJ'<e  in  ac^oumiug  the  trial  of  the  case  for  the  long  period  of  fifty- 
fight  da^  a  after  importaot  testimony  had  been  given  for  the  prosecution,' 


478  EVFOBCEICENT  OF  HBDTBALTTT. 

and  with  the  view  to  enable  the  defendiuit  to  procure  contradictory  eri- 
'dence.  That  long  delay  left  the  jory  free  and  o|»en  to  be  practiced  npoo 
by  the  defendant  and  his  abettors — an  experiment  sure  to  be  roiiwted  to 
in  a  case  attended  by  high  political  excitement.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this 
govemiDent  that  the  »joiimmeDt  thus  granted  was  not  warranted  bf 
reliable  precedents  in  the  administration  of  criminal  justice^  And,  again, 
this  government  thinks  that  if  the  allegation  of  surprise  was  sofficient 
to  arrest  the  trial,  the  jory  ought  to  huve  been  dismis^d,  aud  that  a 
new  jury  should  have  been  Bummoned  to  try  the  issue,  when  the  time 
arrived  at  which  the  court  thought  proper  that  the  prosecution  should  pro- 
ceed. This  government  acknowledges  that  it  does  not  otherwise  lind 
any  snfiicient  grouutl  for  quej^tiouing  the  leitming  or  the  impartiality  of 
tie  presiding  judge  in  the  conduct  of  the  trial. 

Tlie  guilt  of  the  accused  was  clearly  proved.  It  was  proved  by  wit- 
nesses who  in  the  main  were  credible;  and  when  the  case  ixssted  in  any 
degree  upon  the  testimony  of  witnesses,  whose  character  or  deport- 
ment was  suspicious,  that  testimony  was  corroborated  by  facts  and 
circumstances  which,  in  the  judgment  of  this  government,  letlno  reason- 
able doubt  of  its  tnith. 

The  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  the  prosecution  seems,  therefore,  to 
fall  upon  the  jury.  They  announced  an  opinion  adverse  to  the  prosecu- 
tion upon  a  cardinal  point  with  unbecoming  impatience,  not  otily  witb- 
out  waiting  for  the  instructions  of  the  judge,  but  even  without  waiting  to 
hear  the  argument^f  the  counsel  for  the  Crown  upon  that  topic. 

It  was  only  by  resorting  to  a  subterfuge,  of  which  a  candid  mind 
would  be  incapable,  that  they  found  the  defendant  innocent  of  the  knowl- 
edge that  the  vessel  he  was  so  industriously  supplying  with  seamen  was 
preparing  for  a  cruise  of  piracy,  instead  of  a  mere  trial-trip  or  a  peacefnl 
voyage  to  China.  Tlie  readiness  with  which  they  came  this  conchi- 
Bion,  aud  the  popular  applause  which  greeted  it,  leave  little  room  to 
doubt  that  the  jnry  rendered  their  unjust  verdict  under  the  influence  of 
a  national  enmity  towards  the  United  States,  which  the  counsel  for  tb« 
defendant  so  artfully  labored  to  awaken  in  the  panel. 

Such  waa  the  end  of  this  trial — the  only  remedy  which  her  Majesty's 
government  opened  to  the  United  States  to  save  themselves  from  piratical 
warfare  by  British  subjects.  So  far  as  the  defendant  is  concerned,  be 
goes  unpunished,  and  another  judicial  triumph  is  given  in  a  British  conrt 
to  subjects  of  the  Crown  who  are  diligently  engaged  and  systematically 
combined  in  fitting  out  hostile  expeditions  against  the  United  States. 
It  remains  for  us  only  to  say  that  the  United  States  cannot  hereafter 
deem  themselves  called  upon  to  appeal  to  British  tribunals  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  British  neutrality  laws.  This  government  cannot  again  vol- 
untarily bring  the  American  people  before  a  tribunal  where  justice  is 
denied  them  with  evasion,  contumely,  and  insult.  In  communicatiDg 
these  opinions  of  this  government  to  Earl  Ilnssell,  you  will  remind  him 
that  the  Shenandoah  isstillatlargeupontUe  high  seas;  that  the  Rappa- 
hannock, now  virtually  used  as  a  receiving  ship  under  the  direction  of 
insurgents  at  Liverpool  and  London,  is  detained  at  Calais,  only  throoj^ 
the  good  offices  of  the  French  government,  and  that  the  OliD<le,  alias 
Stoerkodder,  alias  the  Stonewall,  with  her  British  armament  mid  crev, 
is  detained  at  Ferrol,  not  at  all  through  British  interposition,  bnt  only 
by  the  watohfulness  of  the  United  States  navy.  This  ^vemment.,  thoe- 
fore,  again  appeals  to  her  Majesty's  government  for  a  rescinding  of  such 
great  national  wrong. 

I  AQ),  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILIJAM  H.  SBWABD. 

Ohiblbb  Fbamois  Adams,  Esq.,  tto.,  £0,,  4^. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1321.]  Depaetmeht  op  State, 

Washington,  March  25, 1865. 
SiB:  Toar  dispatch  of  the  9th  of  March,  No.  890,  [los  been  received. 
I  learn  from  it  tLat  Rumble,  who  was  acqoitted  by  ajury  of  Middlesex 
of  tiie  chargs  of  equipping  the  pirate  Victor,  alias  Rappahannock,  has 
been  relieved  by  Iilt  Majesty's  frovernment  from  active  naval  service, 
and  put  upon  the  half  pay  list,  as  a  proof  that,  notwithstanding  the  ver- 
dict referred  to,  bis  oQidal  CAuduct  is  nevertheless  disapproved.  This 
proceeiliiig  of  the  government  is  accepted  oa  a  new  evidence  of  the  good 
faith  of  the  government  which  I  have  ;Uready  acknowledged  with  sincere 
satisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Francis  Ada^s,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c.,  <£c. 

Mr.  Adprnis  to  Mr.  SeiPard. 

No.  H>99.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjondoh,  December  1, 1865. 
Sib  :  The  case  of  Captain  P.  S.  Corhett,  who  standli  charged  with  hav- 
ing enlisted  certain  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  un  board  the  Sea  King,  alias 
Shenandoah,  in  violation  of  the  I'oreign  enlistment  act,  came  up  in  the  • 
court  of  Queen's  bench  on  Wednesdiiy.  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
copies  of  the  Times,  of  to-day  and  yesterday,  containing  a  report  of 
the  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WuxiAH  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fFor  report  of  trial  of  Captain  Corhett  see  Parliameatary  and  Judicial 
Appendix,  No.  14.J 

JUV.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adame.  . 

No.  1630.]    .  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  December  18, 1866. 

Sir:  I  hare  received  yonr  dispatch  of  the  1st  of  December,  No.  1099, 
iacloaiiig  copies  of  the  London  Times  of  tbe  3t)th  ultimo  and  Ist  instant, 
containing  a  report  of  the  proocediiigi  before  the  court  of  Queen's  bench 
in  the  case  of  Cax>ain  Corbett,  chaigetl  with  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistment  act. 

The  actual  result  of  this  case  excites  no  surprise  here.    Of  complaints 
of  the  chanMJter  above  named  there  have,  perhaps,  been  enough  at  pres- 
ent.   But  should  you  think  otherwise,  you  are  at  liberty  to  make  the 
proper  representations  to  this  de|)ar(nient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adahs,  Esq.,  «£c.,  &c.,  Jhe. 

[For  trial  of  Captain  Corbett  see  Parliamentary  and  Judicial  Appendix 
No.  14.] 
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THE  SUMTEB. 

Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adana. 

No.  84.J  Depabtment  op  State, 

WashingUm,  September  10, 1861. 

Sie:  I  send  yon  an  extract  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Francis 
Bernard,  in  the  ialand  of  Trinidad.  It  shows  a  clear  case  of  connivance 
by  the  anthorities  of  that  island  -with  the  inaur^ents  of  the  United 
States,  in  violation  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this  government,  if  the 
facts  are  truly  presented.  You  will  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of 
Lord  Bussell,  and  will,  if  the  case  shall  not  be  sati^Tactorily  explained, 
ask  for  such  proceedings  in  the  premises  as  shall  make  the  autiiorities 
of  the  ialand  sensible  of  the  displeasore  of  the  imperial  government^ 
and  prevent  snch  occurrences  in  tlie  future. 

For  your  satisfaction,  I  state  that  a  new  consol  has  been  appointed  at 
Trinidad,  and  that  he  is  now  ou  his  way  to  that  island. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

"WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ghables  Fbanois  Adahs,  &c.,  &c.,  £0, 

[For  Inclosed  letter  of  Mr.  Bernard  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch,  October 
4, 1861,  No.  53,  to  Mr.  Seward,  jwg*.] 

Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr  Seward. 


Ko.  60.]  ,  Legaxion  op  teee  United  States, 

London,  Sqttember  28, 1861. 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  • 

Daring  my  stay  at  Abergeldie  I  alluded  to  instructions  received  at 
the  moment  of  my  leaving  London,  in  your  dispatch,  No.  84,  of  the  10th 
of  September,  directing  me  to  make  a  complaint  of  the  authorities  at 
Trinidad  for  their  mode  of  reception  of  the  insurgent  privateer,  the 
Sumter.  I  read  to  him  [Earl  Eussell]  the  copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Bernard,  which  was  inclosed.  But  I  contented  myself  with  only  men- 
tioning the  subject,  as  I  said  I  supposed  I  should  be  obliged  to  present 
the  case  hereafter,  in  a  more  formal  way,  in  writing. 

His  lordship  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  take  that  course.  The 
matter  had  already  come  before  the  colonial  office,  and  it  ha<l  been 
referred  to  the  law  officera  of  the  Crown,  to  report  what  was  the  action 
proper  to  be  taken  in  similar  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WuxiAH  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  0/ State.  DigiizedbyGoOQle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setvard, 

[Extract.] 

No.  53.]  Legation  of  tkb  United  States, 

London,  October  4, 186L 

Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the, reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
departmeut,  numbered  from  85  to  89,  both  inclusive. 

The  di3i>at«h,  No.  85,  dated  the  10th  of  September,  like  its  immediate 
predecessor,  No.  84,  of  the  same  date,  though  received  here  a  week 
earlier,  relates  to  cases  of  ■violation  of  neutrality  in  the  British  islands 
in  the  West  Indies.  I  have  now  the  honor  to  forward  copies  of  two  notes 
addressed  by  me  to  Lord  Eussell,  one  of  the  30th  of  September,  and  the 
other  of  the  following  day,  touching  these  questions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Second  inclosure  printed  under  head  of  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality," 
'■  General  Snbject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  520.  Dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Adams.  No.  85,  September  10,  1861,  printed  under  "  Bnibrcement  of 
Neutrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  518. 


Mr,  Adan\8  to  Earl  BusielL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  30, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiaiy 
of  the  United  States,  regrets  to  be  obliged  to  inform  the  right  honorable 
Earl  Russell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  'foreign 
affairs,  that  he  has  been  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  prefer  a  complaint  against  the  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad 
for  a  violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid 
and  encouragement  to  the  insurgents  ofthe  United  States.  It  api)earsby 
an  extract  froma  letter  received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  a  gentie- 
man  believed  to  be  worthy  of  credit,  a  resident  of  Trinidad,  Mr,  ^sncis 
Bernard,  a  copy  of  which  is  submitted  herewith,  that  a  steam  vessel, 
known  as  an  armed  insurgent  privateer,  called  the  Sumter,  was  received 
on  the  30th  of  July  last  at  that  port,  and  was  permitted  to  remain  for 
six  days,  during  which  time  she  was  not  only  furnished  with  all  neces- 
sary supplies  for  the  continuance  of  her  cruise,  under  the  sanction  of  tlie 
attorney  general,  but  that  her  Majesty's  dag  was  actually  hoisted  on  tlie 
govemment  flagstaff  in  acknowledgment  of  her  arrival. 

The  undersigned  has  been  directed  by  his  government  to  bring  this 
extraordinary  proceeding  to  tlie  attention  of  Lord  RusseU,  and,  ia  case 
it  shall  not  be  satisfactorily  explained,  to  ask  for  the  adoption  of  sncli 
measures  as  shall  insure,  ou'tlie  pttrt  of  the  authorities  of  Uie  island,  tli« 
prevention  of  all  occurrences  of  the  kind  during  the  continuance  of  He 
difhculties  in  America. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  add,  in  explanation  of  the  absenoe 
of  any  official  representation  from  Trinidad  to  substantiate  the  preeeot 
complaint,  that  there  was  uo  consul  of  the  United  States  tliere  at  die 
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time  of  the  airivftl  of  th«  vessel.  The  nnderaifpied  had  the  honor,  a  few 
days  siDce,  to  ^prise  Lord  Bussell  of  the  fact  that  this  deficiency  had 
beea  since  sapplied,  by  preferring  an  application  for  her  M^esty's  exe- 
quatur for  a  new  consul,  who  is  already  on  his  way  to  occupy  bis  post. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  renew  to  Earl  Bussell  the  assurances  of  his 
highest  consideration. 

.CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  *c.,  <£c.,  dx.  ■ 


Mr.  Bernard  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

Teinidad,  Augmt  7,  ISCI. 

Sue:  I  beg  to  iufonn  you  that  on  the  30th  ultimo  a  steam  Hloop-of- 
■war  (Semmes  commander)  carryiug  a  secession  flag,  five  guns,  some  of  a 
large  caliber,  and  a  crew  of  from  120  to  150  men,  saileil  boldly  in  our 
Irnibor  and  reported  herself  to  the  authorities  of  this  island  as  being 
on  a  cruise.  She  v/as  last  from  Puerto  Cabello ;  and  since  she  succeetled 
in  getting  out  of  the  Mississippi  river  she  has  already  capttu'cd  no  less 
than  eleven  American  vessels.  I  have  ascertained  the  names  of  some 
of  them,  viz  :  the  Joseph  Maxwell,  Abe  Bradford,  Minnie  Miller,  MTest 
"Wind,  of  Westerly,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar  from  Havana,  and  Colden 
Rocket,  which  was  burnt  by  her  off  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

The  Sumter  lauded  eight  of  her  prisoners  here  in  a  destitute  condi- 
tion ;  but  a  contribution  has  been  raised  here  for  their  benefit,  stiflicient 
to  supply  their  immediate  wants,  and  I  will  take  care  that  they  &ve 
provided  for  till  an  opportunity  offei's  to  ship  them  to  the  States. 

The  Sumter  remained  here  till  the  5th  instant,  aud  was  allowed  to 
supply  herself  with  coals  and  other  neeessary  outfits.  The  British  flag 
was  hoisted  on  the  goverameut  flag  staff  for  her  arrival,  aud  the  oflicers 
of  the  British  war  vessel  Cadmus  appeared  to  be  on  amicable  tciins 
with  those  of  the  Sumter.  The  mercliaut  who  supplied  the  Sumtcf  with 
coals  did  it  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  our  attorney  general. 

Being  a  loyal  American,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  send  you  these  infoi*- 
mations,  as  there  has  been  no  consul  of  our  nation  in  this,  island  for 
nimiy  months* 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  BERNARD. 


Sbobbtabt  of  State  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  58.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  11,  18C1. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose'  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me 
of  tbe  4tli  instant,  in  reply  to  my  representation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
•athoiitJes  of  tiie  island  cnT  Trinidad,  made  under  instructions  from  the 
department. 

It  will  appear  fit>m  this,  that  the  governor  ot  Trimdad,  by  hoistini; 
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tbe  BrltislL  flag  on  the  goTernment  flag-stAff,  probably  deaired  to  signi^ 
to  the  officers  of  the  Sumter,  on  their  arrival,  the  neutral  character  of  the 
islaud,  but  that  he  in  the  mean  time  forgot  that  the  act  ia  suBceptible  of 
a  very  different  construction  iu  the  popular  mind. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

X!HAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxTAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Uarl  Rmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGK  Office,  October  i,1861. 

The  nndersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affaire,  has  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  complaint  from  Mr.  Adams,  envoy 
extraordinary  aud  minister  plenipotentiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  this 
court,  "against  tbe  authorities  of  the  island  of  Trinidad  for  a  violation  of 
her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  by  giving  aid  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  received  at  the  colonial  office  and  at  the 
admiralty,  that  a  vessel  bearing  a  secession  flag  entered  the  port  of  Trin- 
idad on  the  30th  of  July  last. 

Captain  Hillyar,  of  her  Majesty's  ship  Cadmus,  having  sent  a  boat 
to  ascertain  her  nationality,  the  commanding  officer  showed  a  commis- 
sion signed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  Davia,  calling  himself  the  president  of  the' 
80-stylcd  Confederate  States. 

The  Snmter,  which  was  the  vessel  in  question,  was  allowed  to  stay 
six  days  at  Trinidad,  and  to  supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions, 
and  the  attorney  general  of  the  i^and  perceived  no  illegality  in  these 
proceedings. 

The  law  otBcers  of  the  Crown  have  reported  that  the  conduct  of  the 
governor  was  in  conformity  to  her  M^esty's  proclamation. 

Ko  mention  is  made  by  the  governor  of  bis  hoisting  the  British  flag  on 
the  government  flag-staff;  and  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  in  order  to 
show  the  national  character  of  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  arrival.of  the  Sumter. 

There  does  not  appear,  therefore,  any  reason  to  believe  that  her  Ma- 
jesty's proclamation  of  neutrality  has  been  violated  by  the  governor  of 
Trinidad,  or  by  the  commanding  officer  of  her  Mtyesty's  ship  Cadmus. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Adams  to  accept  the  assurance  of  bis 
highest  consideration. 

EUSSELL. 

Chableb  Fbanois  Adaub,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <£&,  ^. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

No.  112.]  Depabtbiewt  of  State, 

Washington,  October  29, 1861. 
Sm:  Tonr  dispatch  of  October  11,  No.  58,  has  been  received.  It  is 
accompanied  by  Lord  Bussell's  reply  to  the  note  which  yon  addressed  to 
him  by  my  direction,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  condact  of  the  colo- 
nial antborities  in  Trinidad  on  the  occasioQ  of  the  entrance  of  the  pirat- 
ical vessel  the  Snmter  into  that  port  I    C.tKwrc 
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Lord  Bossell  admitB  tliat  the  Sumter,  (an  armed  Amerioao  vessel,) 
bearing  an  insargeiLt  flag,  eatered  the  port  of  Trinidad,  and  wliea  boarded 
and  reqaired  to  show  her  nation^ty,  her  commanding  officer  showed  no 
legal  ao^oritf  from  this  goTemment,  bat  a  pretended  conunission  firom 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  notoriously  engaged  in  arms  against  them. 
2fotirithstAnding  these  facta,  it  is  not  denied  that  the  governor  of  the 
island  hoisted  the  British  flag  ou  the  government  flag-stafT,  althongh  it 
is  stated  by  Lord  BoBsell  that,  if  he  did  so,  it  was  probably  done  in  order 
to  show  the  national  characterof  the  island,  and  not  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter. 

His  lordship,  however,  admits  that  the  Somter  was  allowed  to  rfr- 
main  sis  days  in  Trinidad,  and  that  daring  her  stay  she  was  allowed  to 
supply  herself  with  coals  and  provisions.  The  armament,  theinsorgent 
flag,  and  the  spurious  commission  told  the  governor,  as  they  sufficiently 
prove  to  her  Majesty's  government,  that  the  Sumter  is  and  can  be 
nothing  else  than  a  piratical  vessel.  Her  depreciations  ou  the  commerce 
of  this  country  form  a  part  of  the  history  of  our  times.  The  British  gov- 
ernment has,  moreover,  been  directly  informed  by  us  that  the  Sumter 
is  a  piratical  craft,  and  that  the  navigators  and  seamen  on  board  of  her 
are  pirates,  punishable  by  the  laws  of  their  own  country  with  death. 
Lord  Bossell  informs  us  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  never- 
theless reported  that  the  conduct  of  the  colonial  authorities  of  Trinidad 
is  in  conformity  t«  hor  M^esty's  proclamation.  Her  M^esty's  govern- 
ment dismiss  our  complaint  from  their  consideration. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  instmct  yon  to  inform 
the  British  government  that  the  President  deeply  regrets  that  Lord  Bus- 
sell  is  altogether  unable  to  give  to  our  complaint  a  satisfaetory  solntion. 

When  it  is  considered  how  important  a  part  commerce  plays  among 
the  interests  of  our  country,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States  cannot 
consent  that  pirates  engaged  in  destroying  it  shall  receive  sheltor  and 
auppUes  in  me  ports  of  friendly  nations.  It  tends  to  the  universal 
derangement  of  commerce  when  piracy  is  anywhere  tolerated,  and  there- 
fore its  suppression  is  a  common  interest  of  all  civihzed  countries.  But 
if  any  one  power  fails  to  preserve  this  interest,  and  to  act  for  the  com- 
mon welfare,  then  it  is  easy  to  see  that  each  state  must  provide  for  its 
own  security  at  whatever  cost,  and  however  it  may  disturb  the  general 
harmony  of  the  commercial  world. 

This  government  will  consider  how  its  safety  may  be  best  secured;  bat 
it  cannot  forbear  &om  expressing  a  hope  that  her  Majesty's  ministera, 
in-view  of  the  gravity  of  the  question,  may  deem  the  subject  worthy  of 
a  deUberate  reconsideration. 

I  am,  ear,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chables  Fbanoib  Adams,  Esq.,  <£«.,  <£c.,  dc. 


[From  Kitlflli  Bine  Book,  "  North  America,"  Ifo.  I,  I80S,  page  101.] 

No.  109. 

Lord  Lyont  to  Earl  BusteU. 

Washington,  JSovmber  4, 1861. 
Mt  Lord  :  Mr.  Seward  spoke  to  me,  the  day  before  yesterday^  respect- 
ing the  admission  of  the  confederate  vessel  Sumter  into  British  and 
Dutch  porta.  ,    CUki*^Ic 
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With  ieg«?d  to  ihe  Datxsh  gorenunent,  Hr.  Seward  said  tliat  he  itoA 
been  obli^d  to  caose  very  eerioas  remoastraoces  to  be  addreaaed  to 
titem,  bat  that  he  had  now  been  infdrmed  that  tbey  had  given  orders 
that  the  Southern  privateers  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain  more  tbaa 
tw«ity-fonr  hours  in  a  Dutdi  port.  It  was  true,  he  said,  that  it  had 
been  declared  that  these  orders  bad  not  been  issued  in  deKience  to  the 
reiH^eentations  of  the  United  States  government ;  but  this  was  imiua- 
tmal;  HO  long  a8  the  privateera  were  excluded  in  practice,  he  did  not 
care  to  inquire  on  what  ground  that  was  done. 

Mr.  Seward  then  mentioned  the  reception  of  the  Sumter  at  Trinidad, 
Mtd  alluded  to  your  lordship's  note  to  Mr.  Adams  of  the  1th  of  October, 
Mk  the  snl^gect.  He  said  he  had  been  obliged  to  send  imntediately 
iBStraetions  to  Mr.  Adams  with  regard  to  that  note.  He  did  not  tell  me 
t&e  natore  of  those  instmctionA,  but  he  spoke  to  me  of  the  aCEair  in  & 
tone  of  0(Hiiplaint,  and  dwelt  especiaUy  on  the  length  of  time  dniing 
which  the  Sumter:  had  been  allowed  to  remain  at  Trinidad,  and  on  the 
ga{^1ies  which  she  had  obtained  there.  He  said  that  France,  and,  he 
thought,  all  the  other  powers  of  Eur(^>e,  refused  to  allow  privateers  to 
remtun  tor  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  their  ports.  He  could  hardly 
conceive  that  England  wished  to  stand  alone  as  the  only  power  which 
aduuttAd  the  enemies  of  the  tJaited  States,  without  restriction,  into  its 
harbors.  He  supposed  that  the  matter  could  hardly  have  been  pre8ent«d 
in  this  light  to  her  M^esty's  goverument. 

I  observed  to  Mr.  Seward,  that  I  supposed  that  in  tMs  matter  each 
power  had  looked  back  to  precedents,  and  taken  the  course  which  had 
been  usual  with  it  on  similar  occasions  in  former  times.  In  one  p<nnt 
the  Englii^  rule  was,  I  said,  more  stringent  than  that  of  France  and 
many  other  powers,  for  armed  vessels  were  not  allowed  to  carry  their 
prizes  into  British  ports  for  any  time,  however  short- 
Mr.  Seward  did  not  pursue  the  conversation.  He  merely  SEud  that  he 
had  wished  to  mention  the  matter  to  me  in  the  hope  that  I  might  do 
Bomething  toward  getting  it  satisfactorily  setUed. 
I  ^ve,  &c., 

LYONS. 


[Prom  Britlflli  Bine  Book,  "  North  Americi,"  Ho.  6, 1888,  p.  11.] 

No.  14. 

Earl  Rustell  to  Lord  Lyon$. 

[Extracta.] 

FoEEiorr  Office,  December  19, 1861. 

MyLoed!       •••••••• 

Mr.  Seward  then  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  American  government 
value  hu;hly  the  friendship  of  Great  Britain,  and  lament  tiiat  certain 
causes  m  d^Gference  have  arisen,  owing,  as  Mr.  Seward  imagines,  to  the 
want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  to  the  per- 
fomuuLce  of  the  duties  incumbent  on  a  friendly  power  during  the  strag- 
gle in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged.  Mr.'SewEtfd  gives  as 
instances  the  case  of  communication  to  the  confederate  authorities  by 
Mr.  BuEchj  the  admission  of  the  Sumter,  privateer,  to  purchase  coal 
and  provisions  at  Trinidad,  in  distinction,  as  he  said,  to  the  conduct  of 
every  European  state ;  and  the  arrival  in  the  southern  States  of  'v 
laden  with  arms  and  ammunitioa  from  England. 

,  =j,,fC",oo5lc 
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With  regard  to  the  confederate  privateer,  I  said  that  I  conld  not  see 
that  onr  oondnct  had  been  different  from  that  of  Prance  and  Holland,  or 
of  Spain,  The  Snmter  had  been  refused  coal  from  the  government 
stores  at  Trinidad,  bnt  had  been  allowed  to  ^et  coal  and  provisions  from 
private  merchants.  The  same  thing  had  taken  place  at  Martiniqae  and 
at  Cnracoa.  I  did  not  find  that  the  rule  of  twenty-fonr  houro  had  been 
observed  in  practice,  bnt  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  coming  to  an 
agreement  on  this  {wint. 

lam,  &C., 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  SeuHird. 
[Gxtisct.] 

Ho.  99.]  Leqation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  10, 1862. 
Sm;»  •  •  •  •  *  *  •  * 

Just  on  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  last  Satorday's  steamer  I  received, 
by  telegram  from  the  consul  at  Cadiz,  notice  of  the  arrival  at  that  i)ort 
of  the  Sumter,  with  the  news  that  she  had  destroyed  tliree  vessels  on 
her  way  from  Kio  Janeiro.  I  sent  it  on  forthwith,  by  telegraph,  to  the 
collector  of  New  York.  I  am  told  that  the  plan  has  been,  iu  contem- 
plation of  a  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  TJnit«d  States,  to  start 
five  steamera  at  once  out  of  the  porta  of  Europe,  to  wit:  the  Nashville, 
the  Berniuda,  the  Sumter,  the  Pa«iflc,  and  one  more,  with  the  view  of 
prej-ing  on  our  commerce,  and  of  jointly  resisting  the  attack  of  any  one 
or  more  of  our  vessels  of  war  that  might  come  over  to  protect  it.  The 
not  happening  of  the  war  has  probably  disturbed  the  arrangement  to 
some  extent  The  outfits  cannot  be  so  easily  made  as  was  anticipated. 
In  the  meanwhile  the  Tuscarora  has  arrived  at  Southampton.  The 
Nashville  is  not  yet  out  of  dock,  but  she  is  on  the  point  of  departure. 
The  Bermuda  is  understood  to  have  left  Havre  nominally  for  Jjiverpool, 
but  for  what  real  destination  I  do  not  yet  learn.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  somewhat  doubtfol  whether  much  confidence  has  been 
gained  by  the  acquisition  ni  one  steamer.  I  have  not  yet  heard  directly 
from  her  commander, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLUii  H.  Sbwaed, 

Becr^ary  of  State. 


Mr.  Bjpra^ue  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  3.)  Consulate  op  the  Umited  States  of  Ameeica, 

•  Gibraltar,  January  26, 1862. 

SiB :  Ere  this  reaches  your  department  your  excellency  will  have  been 
informed,  through  our  legations  at  London  and  Madrid,  of  the  appear- 
ance in  this  port,  since  the  night  of  the  18th  instant,  of  the  steamer 
BHmter,  and  of  her  exploite  at  a  short  distance  from  this  rock. 

Prom  the  moment  of  her  arrival  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tJiis  con- 
Bulate  I  lost  no  time  in  placing  myself  in  communication  with  the  aathori- 
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tiea  at  this  port  and  Ha  vicinity,  as  well  as  with  oxa  minister  at  London, 
oa  the  subject  of  this  nnwelcome  visitor,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  or 
waiting  agon  your  excellency  with  copies*  of  all  the  correspondence  that 
has  so  far  transpired  on  account  of  this  rebel  cmiser. 

Up  to  tliisihour  (9  p.  m.)  the  Sumter  remains  quiet  in  port  j  has  not 
yet  coaled,  and  the  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  she  will  not  be 
ready  for  sea  for  some  days  to  come  j  still,  I  shall  not  feel  easy  for  the 
safety  of  our  merchant  vessels  out  of  gunshot  distance  of  this  fortress 
until  federal  armed  cruisers  make  their  appearance  in  these  waters. 
I  am,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
HORATIO  J.  SPBAGUE, 

United  States  OonaiU. 
Hon.  Welum:  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  108.]  liBGATIOK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  January  30, 1862. 
See:*  •  *  •  •  •  •  "  • 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar^  regular 
accounts,  by  telegraph,  of  the  movements  of  the  Sumter,  and  hkewise  a 
report  in  a  letter,  which,  at  his  request,  I  forward  to  the  depwtmeat. 
•  ••••••■•« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FltANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams, 

CONSUI-ATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMEBICA, 

Q^altar,  January  20, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  inclose  copies  of  the  telegrams  I  had  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting to  you  yesterday,  respecting  the  arrival  here  on  the  previous 
night  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 

The  moment  she  appeared  in  this  port  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  gov- 
ernor of  this  fortress  on  the  subject  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  and  I  now 
beg  to  inclose  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence  that  has  taken  place, 
adding  a  copy  of  the  proiest  of  the  master  of  the  late  bark  Neapolitan, 
which  vessel  was  destroyed  by  the  Sumter  before  coming  into  tins  port. 

The  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  which  was  the  other  vessel  over- 
hauled by  the  Sumter,  was  aft^^ard  released  on  the  plea  of  being 
owned  one-fourth  in  one  of  the  southern  ports,  but  not  until  her  oaptaiu 
had  executed  and  delivered  a  ransom  bond  for  411,250,  in  favor  of  tie 
commander  of  the  rebel  steamer.  The  Investigator  will  proceed  <hi  her 
voyage  to  Newport,  England,  first  fair  wind.  The  crew  of  the  Neapolitan 
is  now  being  placed  under  the  charge  of  this  consulate,  and  I  sluU  dis- 
pose of  these  seamen  in  the  best  manner  {rassible. 

*  Printed  with  dispatch  of  Mi.  Adams  to  ill.  Sewaid,  No.  106,  of  Jtmoaiy  30, 1863, 
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In  the  face  of  ■what  the  Britiflh  goTcmor  here  has  addressed  to  me,  I 
deeply  regret  that  it  is  out  of  the  power,  of  this  consulate  to  detain  the 
Sumter  in  port,  and  I  fear  that  nothing  now  bnt  an  armed  federal  vessel 
could  check  her  movements,  now  so  dangerous  to  onr  commerce. 

I  was  able  yesterday  evening  to  charter  a  British  tng-boat  to  go  a  few 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  Bock,  for  the  purpose  of  warning  afl  Amer- 
ican wind-bound  vessels  in  sight  that  they  were  nmning  risk  of  captnre 
by  the  Sumtor  by  continuing  to  cmise  off  the  Straits,  and  several  of  our 
toerchant  vessels  have  already  availed  of  the  advice  and  entered  this 
port  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

I  lutve  also  telegraphed  the  same  information  thxonghont  the  Medi- 
terranean ports  to  our  consuls,  and  others  interested  in  American  com- 
merce. The  Sumter  remains  in  port,  and  it  is  reported  she  will  be  sup- 
plied with  coal  here  by  private  parties  in  the  coal  trade.  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  keep  a  strict  watch  over  her  movements,  and  shall,  in  due 
course,  telegraph  to  your  excellency  any  imporiant  facts  for  transmis- 
sion to  our  Secretary  of  State. 

Being  quite  hard  pressed  for  time,  I  shall  feel  under  great  obligations 
if  your  excellency  will  kindly  make  known  the  contents  of  the  present 
communication  to  our  government  at  Washington,  forwarding,  at  the 
same  time,  the  inctosures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOKATIO  J.  SPEAGXIB. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Estraordinaby  and  Ministeb 
■    Plenipoi^ntiaby  of  t\e  United  States  of  AmaHca,  «£c.,  London. 


Mr.  Spragvie  to  Mr.  Adams. 
tPer  telegraph.] 

Jakuabt  19,  ^862. 
Sumter  arrived  here  last  night  with  crews  of  captured  vessels.    Par- 
ticulars not  yet  ascertained. 

SPBAGUB. 

JAiruABY  19, 1862. 
Bark  Neapolitan^  of  Kingston,  destroyed  by  Sumter.    Captain  and 
crew  safe  in  my  charge.    Bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  permitted  to 
proceed  to  England,  cargo  being  British ;  captain  giving  bond  for  eleven 
tJionsand  dollars.    Sumter  at  anchor  here. 

SPBAGUE. 
Mr.  Adams, 

American  Minister,  London. 


Copn  of  the  indorsement  made  by  tte  commander  of  (fe  steamer  Sumter  on 
the  register  of  the  American  bark  Investigator^  of  Searsport,  Maine,  wg). 
tttred  hy  (A«  Sumter  in  the  Straits  of  O^raltar,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1862,  and  released  on  the  same  day. 

The  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsport,  Maine,  was  captured  in  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1862,  by  the  Confederate 
Stat«s  steamer  Sumter,  and  released  on  ransom  bond,  having  on  bot^ 
a  cargo  belonging  to  English  subjects. 

B.  SEMMES,  Command* 


492  BEBXX  CRUISERS. 

Protect  of  Andrea  Svrditt 

CONSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AHBBIOA,  OIBBiI.TA£. 

Before  me,  Horatio  Jones  Spragae,  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  this  port  of  Gibraltar,  personally  came  and  appeared  this 
day  Andrew  Burditt,  master  of  the  late  American  bark  Neaiwlitan,  of 
Kingston,  who  reported  having  sailed  from  Messina  on  or  about  the  28tb 
day  of  December  last  past,  laden  with  a  cargo  consisting  of  snlphnr  aJid 
green  fruity  and  honnd  for  Boston.  That  daring  the  voyage  he  expe- 
rienced vanable  weather,  and  that  on  or  about  the  16th  day  of  January 
instant  he  made  the  Eock  of  Gibraltar,  strong  westerly  winds  prevailiBg 
at  the  time,  and  was  endeavoring  to  work  up  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
when  at  about  seven  o'eJock  on  the  morning  of  liie  18th  instant,  Cent* 
bearing  south  about  two  miles  and  a  half  distant,  with  moderate  and 
baffling  winds  from  the  westward,  a  steamer  was  seen  steaming  east, 
with  the  ensign  of  the  United  States  of  America  flying;  soon  after,  the 
said  steamer  squared  right  for  the  said  hark  Keapolitan,  and  she  came 
alongside,  ordering  the  said  appearant  to  heave  to ;  a  boat  was  sent  on 
board  from  the  said  steamer,  which  took  the  said  appearant  on  board 
the  said  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  States  steamer 
Sumter,  commanded  by  Captain  E.  Semmes,  with  a  crew  of  about  sev- 
enty men.  That  a  boat  with  a  tHill  crew  was  then  sent  from  the  said 
steamer  to  the  said  bM-k  Neapolitan,  who  began  stripping  everj-thing 
fi-om  her  in  the  shape  of  sails,  rigging,  oQ,  paints,  provisions,  &c., 
which  were  then  put  on  board  the  Sumter — the  said  steajuer  hoisting 
the  Confederate  States  flag  and  lowering  the  ensign  of  the  United 
States  of  America  (which  she  had  previously  hoisted)  from  the  moment 
she  took  possession  of  the  said  bark  Neapolitan.  That  in  the  mean- 
time the  siiid  steamer  Sumter  captured  the  American  bark  Investigator, 
of  Searsiwrt,  from  Garmclia,  loaded  with  mineral  ore  for  Newport, 
(England,)  winch  vessel  was  afterward  allowed  to  continue  her  voyage 
to  Newport,  in  consequence  of  the  master  of  said  bark  giving  a  ransom 
bond  for  dll,2fi0,  in  favor  of  Captain  K.  Semmes,  of  the  aforesaid 
steamer  Sumter,  and  for  her  being  partly  owned  in  a  southern  port  of 
the  United  States.  That  then  the  crew  of  the  said  bark  Neapolitan 
was  placed  on  board  the  said  bark  Investigator,  and  came  into  this 
port,  where  they  anchored  this  morning  at  four  o'clock,  the  said  appear- 
ant having  been  previously  deprived  of  eighty-six  dollars  belonging  to 
him,  together  with  his  chronometer,  sextant,  and  charts,  by  the  afore- 
said Captain  K  Semmes,  of  the  said  steamer.  That  at  about  Haet 
o'clock  last  evening  the  aioresaid  bark  Neapolitan  was  flred  by  the  crew 
of  the  aforesaid  steamer,  at  about  eighteen  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Bock  of  Gibraltar. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing,  the  said  appetuunt  herewith  Bolemnly 
and  publicly  protests  against  the  said  steamer  Sumter,  her  commander 
aforesaid,  officers  and  crew,  and  all  which  in  right  ought  to  be  protested 
against,  all  losses,  costs,  damages,  detriments,  and  expenses  which  have 
or  hath  arisen,  or  which  may  accrue  to  those  eonoemed  to  the  aforesaid 
late  American  bark  Neapolitwi,  of  Kingston,  or  the  proprietors  of  the 
cargo  in  consequence  thereof. 

This  done  and  protested,  the  said  Andrew  Burditt  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand,  in  Gibraltar,  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  anno  Dmnini 

one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  aixty-two.  

AKDRBW  BUBDITT. 

Swoin  before  me  this  nineteenth  day  of  January,  A.  D,  1862.' 
HOEATIO  J.  SPEAGUE, 

XT.  8.  Oonndf  Qibraltar. 
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I  certify  that  the  foregoing  contains  a  verbatiin  copy  of  the  protest 
of  the  master  of  the  htte  American  bark  NeapoUtau,  of  Kingston,  duly 
registered  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  original,  is 
entitled  to  full  &ith  and  ciedit.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in 
Gibraltar,  this  aOth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  18C2. 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGTIE, 

U,  8.  Conanl,  Gibraltar, 

J)eelaration  of  the  officers  of  the  baric  KeaptiAtan. 
CONSUIATE  OF  THE  DinXED  STATES  OP  AMEBIOA,  GIBBALTAB. 

Appeared  personally,  and  solemnly  and  sincerely  declared,  on  this 
twenty-third  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862,  Andrew  Burditt,  master, 
Jacob  Doyle,  first  officer,  and  Edward  Hondlett,  second  officer,  of  the 
late  American  hark  Neapolitan,  of  Kingston,  322  tons,  or  thereabouts; 
that  they  sailed  in  and  with  the  said  bark  Neapolitan  from  Messina  on 
or  at>out  the  28th  day  of  December,  1861,  loaded  with  a  cargo  of  brim- 
stone and  green  ftnit,  and  bound  for  Boston ;  that  daring  the  voyage 
they  experienced  variable  weather,  and  nothing  of  particular  note  ocenr- 
red  untU  the  morning  of  the  18th  January  instant,  the  wind  being  about 
northwest,  and  they  then  were  close  to  Centa,  the  center  thereof  bearing 
south  and  by  east;  that  at  about  a  quarter  before  seven  o'clock  they 
observed  a  steamship,  with  American  colors  fiying,  mnning  to  the  east- 
ward, which  immediately  afterward  stood  toward  them ;  that  the  colors 
wertf  ordered  to  be  hoisted,  and  while  the  mate  was  bending  them  on, 
the  steamer  spoke  tbem  and  ordered  them  to  heave  to ;  presently  a  boat 
came  from  aie  steamer  and  directed  the  master  to  carry  all  the  ship's 
papers  to  the  steamer ;  that  the  master  went  in  the  steamer's  boat,  carry- 
ing her  papers ;  that  the  said  bark  Neapolitan  was  lying  to,  with  her 
head  towards  Ceuta,  within  about  one  and  a  half  mile  of  the  shore,  and 
the  moment  the  boat  with  tlie  master  and  papers  reached  the  strange 
stcamtr  she  hoisted  confederate  colors  and  hailed  the  aforesaid  bark 
Neapolitan,  ordering  her  to  wear;  that  the  Neapolitan  wore,  and  a  boat 
came  from  the  steamer  with  an  officer.  As  soon  as  the  boat  reached  th& 
aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  the  officer  declared  her  to  be  a  prize,  and 
ordered  her  men  aloft  to  cut  away  the  sails.  At  this  time  the  wind  was 
moderate,  but  it  very  soon  freshened  up,  aud  the  men  of  the  steamer 
wore  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapolitan  again,  and  having  run  before  the 
wind  tor  a  mile  and  a  half  they  hove  her  to  again  on  the  starboard  tack. 
The  crew  of  the  aforesaid  bark  Neapohtan  were  then  ordered  to  pack  np 
their  things  and  go  on  board  of  the  bark  Investigator,  another  American 
bark  which  the  steamer  had  been  hoarding;  Uiat  at  about  ten  o'clock 
they  were  forced  away  from  their  ship  and  went  on  board  the  bark  Inves- 
tigator, leaving  their  ship,  the  Neapolitan,  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Confederate  States  armed  steamer  Sumter,  who  were 
now  busily  employed  in  taking  out  her  stores.  That  the  aforesaid  bark 
Investigator  made  sail  and  stood  towards  Gibraltar,  and  about  two 
o'clock  p.  m'.  of  the  same  day  they  saw  the  Neapolitan  in  flames,  bnmed 
by  the  aforesaid  steamer  Sumter. 

And  these  appearers  again  moat  positively  declare  that  their  late  bark 
Neapolitan  was  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of  Ceuta  and  the  coast  of 
Morocco,  or  certainly  a  very  long  way  within  cannon-shot,  at  the  time 
she  was  boarded  and  seized  by  the  Sumter. 

ANDREW  BURDITT. 
JACOB  DOTLE. 
EDWARD  HOUDLETT. 
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Declared  at  Gibraltar,  this  tweoty-thiFd  day  of  Januaiy,  one  thoosand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  by  Uie  said  Andrew  Bordit^  Jacob  Doyle, 
and  Edward  Hondlett,  before  me. 

JAMES  C.  BELPH, 

Notary  PubUc^  O^altar, 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  writing  contains  a  verbatim  copy  of  the 
original  document,  duly  registered  in  this  consulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim 
copy  of  the  original,  ia  entitled  to  full  t^ith  and  credit. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  ofBce,  in  Gibraltar,  this  25tli  day  of  Jan- 
naiy.  A.  D.  1863. 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  states  Convut,  OAraltar. 

Mr,  Spr<^ue  to  Sir  William  CodHngton, 

UiaxED  States  Constjlatb, 

Gibraltar,  January  18, 1862—9  p.  m. 
Dear  Genebai.  :  I  just  leam  that  the  rebel  steamer  Sumter  has  en- 
tered this  port  a  few  moments  since,  after  destroying  one  or  two  of  oni 
merchant  vessels  within  sight  of  this  rock. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  give  such  orders  as  may  prevent  this  rebel 
cruiser  from  obtaining  the  necessary  facilities  and  making  equipmeuts 
for  the  continuation  of  her  unlawful  vocation. 

The  probability  of  the  Sumter  being  visited  by  the  sanitary  authontiea 
at  an  early  hour  to-morrow  makes  me  anxious  that  the  present  note 
should  reach  your  excellency's  hands  at  an  early  moment;  hence  the 
reason  of  my  addressing  you  at  this  advanced  hour  of  the  night,  and  for 
which  I  beg  to  offer  to  your  excellency  many  apologies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HOItATIO  J.  SPRAGUE,. 

United  States  ConsuL 
.  His  Excellency  General  Sir  William  GoDBmaiON,  K.  C.  B., 

Qovemor  of  Qibraitar,  t^.,  <£c.,  (tc 

Mr.  Freeling  to  Mr,  Spragve, 

Sboeetaey's  Ofpicb, 

Gibraltar,  January  19, 1862, 
Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  lett«r  of  yesterday's  date  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
federate steamer  Sumter,  now  at  anchor  in  this  bay. 

His  excellency  desires  me,  in  reply,  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions 
contained  in  her  M^esty's  proclamation  of  the  13th  May  last,  (pablished 
in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  1st  June,  1861,)  with  reference  to  the 
strict  neutrality  to  be  observed  by  her  Majesty's  subjects  in-  the  contest 
between  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  certain 
States  styling  themselves  the  Confederate  States  of  Americn,  will  be 
stricUy  carri^  ont  with  regard  to  the  rights  and  obligations  toward 
both  belligerent  parties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  FREELING,  Cohnita  Secretary, 
HoBATio  J.  Spbaoue,  Esq., 

Consul  of  the  United  States  of  America,  Gibraltar.       ooqIc 
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Mr.  Bpragw  to  Mr.  FreeUng. 

Umitbd  States  Consoulte, 

GQrraltar,  January  19, 18*2. 
8lB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commonica- 
tion  of  this  daj's  date,  and  beg  to  say,  in  reply,  that  I  fully  count  upon 
bia  excellency  the  governor  preventing  the  nentrahty  of  this  port  and 
forttess  from  being  compromised  by  soothem  armed  cmiaers  to  the 
detriment  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

His  excellency  the  governor  is  already  informed  of  the  particulars  of 
the  deetrnctlon  of  property  yesterday  by  the  Snmter  in  sight  of  this 
rock;  the  bark  Keapolitan,  of  Kingston,  (United  States  of  America,) 
■was  captured  and  destroyed  by  this  steamer,  and  the  crew  were  sent  to 
this  port  by  the  American  bark  Investigator,  at  first  captured  by  the 
Sumt«r,  and  then  released  on  her  master  handing  to  the  commander  of 
the  Sumter  a  ramson  bond  for  ill,250.  This  crew  was  pat  on  board  the 
Investigator  to  go  wherever  they  pleased ;  and  being  protected  Amer- 
ican seamen,  I  beg  to  ask  the  favor  of  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
permit  these  men  to  place  themselves  under  the  charge  of  this  consulate, 
80  that  I  may  provide  for  their  subsistence  and  return  to  their  homes. 
They  are  entirely  destitute,  and  are  at  this  moment  a  heavy  burden  to 
the  master  of  the  Americtm  bark  Investigator,  who  is  anxious  to  be 
relieved  of  them,  as  he  wishes  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  to  England  with- 
out further  delay. 

Isaa,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  States  Contul. 
0t4>tain  S.  FBEELDia,  B.  A., 

Colonial  Secretary,  Qibrattw,  die.,  &o.,  dbc 


Mr.  FreeUng  to  Mr.  S^ague. 

Secketaby'b  Office, 

Gibraltar,  January  20, 1862. 
Si& :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  to  inform  yoa  that  by  some  expres- 
sions in  it  there  seems  to  be  expectation  on  yonr  part,  which  it  might 
not  be  in  his  excellency's  power  to  accomplish,  with  regard  to  acts  detri- 
mental to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

He  therefore  begs  me  to  remind  you  that  her  Majesty's  proclamation 
and  the  rules  of  international  law  will  form  the  limit  and  the  guide  in 
any  cx>nduct  observed  toward  the  belligerent  parties  of  the  northern 
and  sonthem  States  of  America. 

The  governor  understands  that  you  will  take  charge  of  the  crew  of  the 
Keapolltan,  and  he  has,  therefore,  no  objections  to  their  being  landed 
fixtm  the  Investigator  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  FREELING,  CoJonwI  Beeretary. 
Horatio  J.  Spbaciue,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  OtbraUar, 


^dbyCoogle 
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Jiff.  9pragu6  to  Mr,  Adam«. 

O0N8UU.TE  OF  THB  United  States  op  America, 

Gii»-altar,  January  25, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  beg  reference  to  my  commasicatioii  of  the  23d  instajit,  wHk 
several  inclosares  relating  to  the  Somter. 

Up  to  this  hour  (2  p.  m.)  this  steamer  remaioB  quietly  at  anchor  in  tliia 
port,  without  taking  in  any  coal,  and  I  am  assured  ^e  has  only  abont 
two  days'  supply  on  board. 

She  has  unbent  bet  sails  and  is  painting,  and  it  is  generally  belieTed 
will  not  leave  port  for  some  daya^  in  the  mean  time  our  merchant  ves- 
aeU  are  sliding  off  to  tbeir  respective  destinations  during  the  night,  and 
I  sincerely  hope  some  federal  vessel  of  war  may  soon  appear  here,  to 
prevent  any  farther  trouble  to  our  shipping. 

Nothing  further  has  transph-ed  between  this  consulate  and  the  BritiBli 
authorities  with  regard  to  the  Samter  beyond  what  I  bad  the  honor  of 
stating  and  forwat^ing  to  your  excellency  in  my  communications  of  the 
20th  and  23d  instant. 

The  officers  of  the  Sumter  come  on  shore  more  fi'eely,  and  are  wdl 
received  by  the  British  garrison,  who  seem  to  take  the  Times  newspaper 
tor  their  text  book. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  8PEAGUB. 
Hia  Excellency  the  Brtot  BxTBAOEDmART  AMD 

MiNiSTEE  Plenipotentiabt  of  the  United  States  0/  Ameriea. 


Mr.  Bpragae  to  Captain  Wariett, 

O-IBBALTAB,  January  21, 1862. 
8ie:  The  steamer  Sumter  still  remains  in  this  port.  There  are  also 
several  wind-bound  American  vessels  in  this  bay,  some  of  them  likely  to 
be  towed  out  of  the  straits  at  any  moment,  and  for  the  guidance  of  their 
masters  I  shall  feel  obliged  if  yon  will  inform  me  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience what  rules  you  intend  to  lay  down  or  enforce  on  the  occasion, 
in  case  any  American  vessels  should  leave  port  before  the  Sumter,  01  if 
the  Sumter  should  be  outside  the  port  waiting  to  interoept  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOBATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  Statea  OonauL 
Captain  Waedeh,  C.  B., 

Boyal  Navy,  Senior  Maml  <^ieer,  Dock  Yard,  Qibraitar, 


Captai*  Wardm  to  Mr.  Spraffue. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel  Cuckoo, 

Gibraltar,  January  21, 1862. 
Sitt:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledgethereceiptof  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  requesting  to  be  informed  what  rules  I  intend  to  lay  down 
or  enforce  as  regards  the  departure  of  American  vessels  during  the  stay 
of  the  Sumter  at  this  port,  and  to  inform  yon,  in  reply,  that  I  am  f^ 
present  in  communication  with  tiie  law  of&cera  of  th&Grown  and  kia 
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excellency  the  governor  on  this  anbject,  and  tbat  I  will  lose  no  time  in 
aoqaalntiog  you  when  a  decision  has  been  amved  at.  i 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  WARDEN, 
Captain  and  Senior  SavcA  Officer. 
HOBATIO  J.  8PBAGUE,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Oibraltar. 


Captain  Warden  to  Mr.  ^ragve, 

Hbe  Majebtt's  Steam  Vessel  Cuckoo, 

Gihrallar,  January  23, 1862. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  yoar  letter  of  the  2l8t  instant,  on  the  subject 
of  the  protection  to  be  afforded  to  the  merchant  shipping  of  the  United 
States  at  Gibraltar  during  the  stay  of  the  Sumter  in  this  port,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  for  yoor  information  and  gnidance  extracts  ^m 
the  correspondence  which  ha«  taken  place  on  that  subject. 

Commander  Semmes  was  informed  by  me  that  a  decision  had  been 
arrived  at,  "That  American  merchant  vessels  quitting  Gibraltar  whilst 
the  Somter  is  in  the  bay  are  entitled  to  a  start  of  twenty-four  hoars 
before  being  pursued  with  a  hostile  intention,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  authorities  concerned  to  see  that  such  protection  is  extended  ovw 

And  in  hia  reply  of  the  same  day  be  states : 

"That  the  Sumter  will  not  pui^ue  within  twenty-font  hours  of  hw 
departure  any  vessel  of  tho  United  States  that  may  leave  the  bay  of 
Gibraltar." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PRED.  WARDEN, 
Captain  and  Senior  Navai  Officer. 
Horatio  J.  Spbague,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  CibraUar. 


Captain  Ward^i  to  Mr.  Spra^ue. 

The  Modnt,  January  23,  1862. 
My  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  *an  aasnrance  from  Commander  Semmes  to 
tlie  following  effect : 

"  The  Sumter  will  not  pursne  within  twenty-four  hours  of  her  depart- 
ore  any  vessel  of  the  United  States  which  may  leave  the  bay  of  Oib- 
raltar." 
I  will  send  yon  extracts  of  the  correspondence  shoitly. 
Yours,  truly, 

FREDEliICK  WARDEN. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Gibraltab  Coal  Company, 

Oibraltar,  January  20, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  18th  instant, 
advising  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter,  and  requesting  that  the  Oibraltar 
32  A  o— VOL.  n 
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Ckml  Gompan;  may  not  eupplythat  steamer  with  coals.  In  reply,  I  beg 
to  inform  yoa  that,  having  represented  the  circumstance  to  the  dixectois, 
they  desire  me  to  inform  you  that,  as  the  company  has  hitherto  coaled 
the'tTnited  States  navy,  they  had  resolved  on  not  snpptying-  the  steamer 
Stunter  with  coals,  and  that  they  consequently  feel  pleased  in  hamg 
thus  anticipated  your  wishes. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SMITH,  Manager. 
HoBATio  J.  Spbagtje,  Esq., 

United  tstates  Consul,  i£c.,  dx.,  tto. 


Mr.  dproffve  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

Consulate  of  the  Dotted  States  op  America, 

Gibraltar,  Janvary  23, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  bad  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  20th  instant,  with 
inclosures,  relating  to  the  arrival  here  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  and  of 
her  exploits  within  sight  of  this  fortress. 

I  now  come  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  which  was  forwarded  to 
your  excellency  on  the  following  day,  and  also  beg  to  inclose  copies  of 
further  correspondence  I  have  held  with  the  British  aothorities  on  the 
subject  of  the  rebel  cruiser. 

tip  to  this  hour  (3  p.  m.)  the  Sumter  has  not  been  supplied  with  cod, 

and  Thear  the  private  companies  for  the  sate  of  coal  in  this  market  have 

.  decided  to  refuse  supplying  her  with  any,  and  I  herewith  inclose  a 

copy  of  a  commonicatiou  received  from  one  of  these  companies  to  that 

efiect. 

As  the  Sumter  holds  very  little  communication  with  the  shore,  and 
only  a  boat^s  crew  &om  her  comes  on  shore  at  one  time,  it  is  difficult  to 
obbiin  any  accurate  or  reliable  information  respecting  the  probable 
movements  of  this  unwelcome  visitor,  or  the  fiiture  intentions  of  her 
commander.  Still  I  have  reason '  to  believe  that  a  few  days  may  yet 
transpire  before  she  is  able  to  proceed  on  her  piratical  cruise.  She 
requires  to  put  to  pieces  her  condensing  pipes,  and  may,  if  found  re^ly 
necessary,  obtain  tiie  assistance  pf  the  dock  yard. 

She  came  into  port  with  only  one  anchor  and  chiun  cable,  and  has 
lately  supplied  herself  with  new  ones,  which  have  been  paid  for  by  a  com- 
mercial Arm  here  named  "Richard  O.  Joyce,"  agent^  it  is  supposed,  of 
some  paj^  in  Cadiz,  from  whence  the  funds  are  received. 

There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  commander  of  the  Sumter 
arrived  here  without  any  pecuniary  means  beyond  what  he  took  ftom 
the  masters  of  the  Neapolitan  and  Investigator;  and  it  is  generally 
credited  here  that  the  crew  on  board  are  discontented,  and  would  will- 
ingly desert  if  an  opportunity  presented  itsel£  The  curious  here  have 
been  visiting  this  vessel,  and  they  receive  very  polite  and  marked  atten- 
tion from  the  ofKcers  on  board. 

Notwithstanding  the  assurance  that  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours 
will  be  granted  to  American  merchant  vessels  for  leaving  the  port  while 
the  Sumter  remains  here,  I  am  of  opinion  that  nothing  but  the  presence  of 
federal  armed  cruisers  in  these  waters  would  do  away  with  the  apprehen- 
sions and  risks  our  merchant  vessels  are  now  experiencing  Ijy  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Sumter  in  this  port  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
your  excellency  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  telegraph  me  that  some 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  already  on  thrar  way  to  the  Medi- 
terranean. I    CuxiqIc 
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A6  it  Appears  that  th«  bark  ITeapolitan  was  captured  in  the  waters  of 
Oeuta,  I  hare  already  addressed  the  Spanish  commander  in  chief  of  the 
naval  forces  at  Algeciras  on  the  sabject,  as  per  copy  inclosed,  and  I 
have  forwarded  the  particolars  to  our  legation  at  Madrid, 

Captain  Burditt,  of  the  Keapolitan,  proceeds  to  the  United  Sta^  by 
first  st«amer,  via  LlTerpool.  In  case  yoni  excellency  should  wish  to 
commanicate  with  him,  his  address  will  be  at  the  Messrs.  Baring  Broth- 
ers &  Co.,  of  Liverpool. 

Be  pleitsed  to  commnnicate  the  contents  of  the  present  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  St-ate,  forwarding  its  inclosoree,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  my  ' 
high  consideration  and  respect. 

HORATIO  J.  8PBAGUE. 

His  Excellency  Charles  Francis  Adams, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minitter  PlenipotenUary 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  &e.y  dso.,  London. 

P.  8. — I  inclose  the  protest  of  tlie  master  of  the  hark  Investigator,  of 
Searsport 

Frotett  of  Charles  0.  Carver, 
CONSULATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMEBICA,  OIBBALTAR. 

Before  me,  Horatio  Jones  Sprague,  consul  of  the  United  States  of 
America  for  the  port  of  Gibraltar,  personally  came  and  appeared  this  day 
Charles  G.  Carver,  master  of  the  American  bark  Investigator,  of  Searsiwrt, 
who  reported  ha\'ing  sailed  from  Garrucha,  on  or  about  the  6th  of  Janu- 
ary instant,  loaded  with  mineral  ore,  and  bound  for  Kewport,  England; 
that  he  experienced  variable  weather  during  the  passage  toward  tbe 
Straits  of  Gibraltar;  that  on  the  17Ui  instan^  at  about  seyen  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  he  made  the  Bock  of  Gibraltar,  bearing  west-southwest, 
distant  fifteen  miles,  wind  at  the  time  being  light  and  baffling  from  the 
Westward;  that  the  vessel  was  worked  down  toward  the  straite,  when,  on 
the  following  morning,  while  stretching  toward  Ape's  Hill,  a  steamer 
was  seen  steering  to  the  eastward,  from  the  west,  flying  the  ensign  of 
the  United  States  of  America  at  her  peak ;  at  the  some  time  the  said 
appearant  saw  a  bark  ahead,  distant  about  six  miles  south,  supposed  to 
be  American;  that  soon  after  he  saw  the  aforesaid  steamer  head  toward 
the  said  unknown  bark,  and  the  said  bark  heaved  to,  with  maintopsail 
back,  and  the  steamer,  after  remaining  near  the  bark  for  the  space  of 
about  half  an  hour,  steered  toward  his  own  bark :  that  the  aforesaid 
8t«amer,  after  nearing  her,  hailed  her  and  ordered  the  said  appearant  to 
heave  to,  and  a  boat  was  sent  to  him  with  orders  that  he  should  take 
his  papers  and  proceed  at  once  to  the  said  steamer,  which  was  accord- 
ingly done;  that  the  said  appearant  then  found  that  he  was  on  board 
the  South  confederate  steamer  Sumter,  commanded  by  B.  Semmes;  that 
-  after  the  said  commander  had  examined  the  papers  of  the  said  bark  In- 
vestigator, he  infonned  the  said  appearant  that  he  would  not  destroy  his 
vessel,  as  he  intended  to  do  with  the  other  bark  he  had  just  captured, 
{and  which  proved  to  be  the  bark^eapolitan,of  Kingston,  from  Messina, 
for  Boston,]  provided  the  said  appearant  should  execute  a  ransom  bond 
in  his  favor  tor  $11,250;  that  if  he  refusetl  that  he  would  then  cer- 
tainly born  her  also ;  that  the  said  appearant  then  seeing  no  ]>ossib]e 
chance  to  save  the  said  bark  Inv&tigator,  or  freeing  himself  or  his  crew 
from  the  bands  of  the  aforesaid  B.  Semmes,  was  forced  to  sign  the  doc- 
ument required,  which  bond  was  made  out  by  one  of  the  officers  on  board 
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the  said  steamer,  aad  which  he  perceived  vaa  copied  from  another  bond 
uu  the  table  of  the  cabin,  wliich  appeared  to  be  of  another  vessel,  pie- 
viouBly  captnred,  supposed  to  be  (iie  ship  Montmorency;  that  aft^  ttie 
said  bond  was  duly  signed,  the  said  appearant  was  taken  alongside  <rf 
the  American  bark  Neapolitan,  previondy  captured  by  the  said  steamer 
Bnmter,  and  after  taking  from  her  her  master,  Andrew  Bnrditt,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  crew,  they  were  all  put  on  board  the  aforesaid  bark 
Investigator,  with  orders  to  the  said  appearant  that  he  could  jirooeed  on 
his  voyage;  that  in  the  mean  time  the  aforesaid  steamer  Sumter  lowered 
tbe  ensign  of  the  TTnited  States  of  America  and  showed  the  flag  of 
the  southern  confederation;  that  the  said  appearant  was  deprived  by 
the  commander  of  the  said  steamer  Sumter  of  fifty-one  dollars ;  that  the 
bark  Investigator,  again  in  command  of  the  said  appearant,  was  filled 
away  and  proceeded  to  this  port,  where  she  anchored  this  momlDg  at 
about  four  o'clock. 

In  consequence  of  the  foregoing  the  said  appearant  hereby  solemnly 
and  publicly  protests  against  the  said  sterner  Snmt«r,  her  commander 
aforesaid,  officers,  and  crew,  and  all  which  in  right  ought  to  be  protested 
agaiuet;  all  losses,  costs,  damages,  detriments,  detentions,  and  expenses, 
which  have  or  bath  arisen,  or  which  may  accrue  to  the  said  bark  fiivesti- 
gator,  of  Searsport,  or  the  proprietors  of  the  cargo,  in  consequence 
thereof. 

This  done  and  prote8t«d,  the  said  Charles  G.  Carver  bath  heretuito  set 
his  hand,  jn  Gibraltar,  this  nineteenth  day  of  Jaaaary,  anno  Domini  one 
thousana  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

C.  G.  CABVEB. 

Sworn  before  me  this  Idth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1862. 

HOBATIO  J.  8PEAGTTB, 

U.  S.  Consul. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  contuns  a  verbatim  copy  of  the  minutes 
of  protest  of  C.  G.  Carver,  master  of  the  American  baik  Investigator,  of 
Searsport,  dnly  registered  in  this  coosulate,  and,  as  a  verbatim  copy  of 
the  original,  is  entitled  to  ftdl  faith  and  credit 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  in  Gibraltar,  tliis  21st  day  of  Jaua- 
ary,  A.  D.  1862. 

[L.  B.]  HOBATIO  J.  8PEAGUB, 

TT.  S.  Consul,  Gibraitar. 

Mr.  S^rague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Per  tdegn^h.] 

JAKTTAEY  21,  1862. 
The  Sumter  is  still  here,  evidently  waiting  fauds.    The  British  gov- 
ernor observes  strict  neutrality,  in  conformi^  with  the  Queen's  procla- 
mation, 

HOBATIO  J.  SPBAGUE. 
Mr.  ADA3IS,  American  Minister,  London. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  S&oard. 

"So.  6.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

GibrtOtar,  February  7, 1868. 
Sie  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  commnnication  which  I 
had  occasion  yesterday  to  address  to  our  minister  at  London.    It  will 
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inform  your  excellency  of  the  latest  movementa  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 
Up  to  tliiH  hour  {9  a.  m.)  she  remans  in  port|  and  has  not  yet  received 
a  pomid  of  coal. 

The  seamen  who  refused  returning  on  board  the  Sumter  yesterday  are 
still  on  shore. 

I  am,  sir,  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGFE, 

United  States  Consul. 
.     Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  SttUe. 


Mr.  ^rague  to  Mr.  Adaim. 

CONBULATB  OP  THE  UNITED  STATEB, 

Gibraltar,  February  6,  1862. 

Sm :  I  annex  copy  of  two  telein^ims  which  I  had  the  honor  to  forward 
to  you  since  my  last  conuuunication  of  the  25th  ultimo. 

The  Sumter  remains  in  port.  She  took  in  yesterday  three  thousand 
gallons  of  water,  paid  for  by  a  Mr.  E.  O,  Joyce,  of  this  city,  who  had 
previously  provided  her  with  an  anchor  and  chain.  To-day  her  com- 
mander made  a  secoud  attempt  to  obtain  coal  tix>m  the  coal  merchants 
in  this  market,  and  I  am  informed  they  have  declined  supplying  him, 
out  of  deference  to  myself. 

Do  the  Xst  instant  the  F.  and  O.  steamer  Mooltan,  from  Southampton, 
brought  several  packages  of  clothing  for  the  crew  of  the  Sumter,  ad- 
dressed to  Captain  Scmmcs,  and  I  hear  a  further  supply  is  expected  by 
the  next  Southampton  packet  due  on  the  9th  instant.  "The  packages  per 
Mooltan  Wei's  forwarded  by  a  Mr.  9.  S.  Sampson,  of  Southampton,  I  be- 
lieve, a  forwarding  agent 

Since  yesterday  there  arc  some  ten  or  twelve  seamen  of  the  Sumtei 
on  shore,  and  to-day  they  have  nearly  all  refused  to  return  to  their  ship. 
One  of  them,  in  a  drunlien  state,  called  upon  me  this  day  for  protection. 
As  the  officers  of  the  Sumter  have  attempted  to  forcibly  ship  them  o£F 
&om  the  quay,  I  to-day  called  upon  the  governor  of  this  fortress  to  in- 
form him  of  the  circumstance ;  that  I  was  ready  to  take  under  my  charge 
any  of  these  seamen  who  might  wish  to  avail  of  my  protection,  and  who 
would  swear  allegiance  to  the  government  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  1  did  not  believe  that  it  would  be  in  conformity  with  strict  neutral- 
ity to  force  these  men  on  board  of  the  Sumter. 

Since  my  ihterview  with  the  governor  I  hear  that  orders  have  been 
given  to  the  police  authorities  not  to  permit  these  men  to  he  tbrcibly 
takenonboardof  theSamterbyherofQcerSjanduptothishonr  (7  p.m.) 
they  remain  on  shore,  mostly  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 

All  these  circumstances  may  probably  retard  the  departure  of  the 
Sumter  from  this  port ;  still  I  sincerely  hope  that  a  federal  cruiser  may 
soon  appear  to  do  away  with  any  further  trouble  about  this  craft.  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  her  boilers  are  defective,  and  that  she 
is  very  badly  provided  with  powder  and  other  munitions  of  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

H0RA.TIO  J.  SPBAGUE, 

United  SttOet  Coneitl. 

CHABLE3  FRAKCIS  AsAMS,  Esq., 

United  States  Miniater  London.  ^  CjOOqIc 
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Mr.  Spraffue  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Vo.  6.]  COMSULATB  OP  THE  UMITED  STATES, 

Qibraltar,  February  18, 1862. 
Sib:  On  the  IStli  instant  linfonned  the  Navy  Departmeut  of  tie  safe 
arrival  at  this  port,  on  the  previous  day,  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Tiiscarora,  This  vessel  of  war  is  now  anchored  oflf  Algeciras,  where  she 
is  coaling,  while  the  steamer  Sumter  remains  at  this  port  and  has  not 
yet  coaled. 

For  the  information  of  yoar  excellency,  I  have  the  honor  of  traoBtnit- 
ting  herewith  copies  of  forthw  correspondence  that  has  come  to  pass 
with  this  consulate  since  I  addressed  you  on  the  7th  instdnt,  relating  to 
the  Sumter  and  some  of  her  crew,  to  which  I  beg,  respectfully,  to  crave 
your  reference. 

Remaining,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGTTE, 

United  States  GontuL    ■ 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extiact.] 

Ko.  117.J  Leoation  of  the  TTnited  States, 

London,  February  20, 1862. 
Sie:         •••••••• 

.  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Spra^e, 
the  consul  at  Oihr^tar,  and  the  anthorities  at  that  place,  in  regard  to  the 
Sumter.  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  vigilance  of  that  gentleman 
.  in  apprising  me  of  all  the  movements  of  that  steamer,  from  the  moment 
it  entered  the  harbor.  In  hla  letter  to  me  he  alludes  to  the  disposition 
of  the  English  ofKcials  as  adverse  to  the  United  States,  a  remark  which 
may,  perhaps,  receive  confirmation  from  the  circumstance  that  bis  dis- 
patch came  to  Jjondon  with  the  consular  seal  broken,  and  was  sent  to 
me  resealed  by  the  post  office  authorities  here,  with  the  faet  attested  on 
the  envelope. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAIELE3  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
H<m.  William:  H.  Sgwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar^  February  12, 1862. 

Sir  ;  I  this  day  telegraphed  to  your  excellency  the  safe  arrival  at  this 

port  of  the  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora.    Captain  Craven  informed 

•  me  that  he  saw  nothing  of  the  steamer  Nashville  during  his  voyage 

across  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

He  finds  here  the  steamer  Sumter  still  at  anchoi,  notwithstaoding 
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that  Earl  Russell's  official  dispatch  to  the  lord  commlssicmerB  of  the  ad- 
miralty respecting  the  rules  laid  down  about  United  States  ships  of  war 
and  southern  cruisera  was  published  last  evening  in  the  government 
oewspi^ter.  Captain  Craven  intends  to  cross  over  to  the  port  of  Algeci- 
ras  probably  to-morrow  evening,  and  will,  if  possible,  replenish  his  stock 
of  coal  there.  The  private  coal  compauies  in  this  market  still  reiiisiog 
to  sell  the  Sumter  any  coal,  Captain  Semmes  has  applied  to  the  British 
authorities  for  a  supply ;  they  have  refused,  bat  I  hear  have  telegraphed 
to  the  home  government  the  particulars,  and  ask  for  instructions. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  copy  of  notes  that  haVe  Just  been  interchanged 
between  the  government  here  and  myself  upon  certain  seamen  of  the 
Somter  who  are  on  shore  and  refhse  to  return  to  her;  and  as  some  of 
these  men  have  expressed  a  desire  to  ship  by  the  Tuscarora,  I  anticipate 
further  trouble,  particularly  as  I  caunot  help  observing  a-  kind  of  un- 
friendly feeling  on  the  part  of  British  officials  toward  our  government 
in  anything  relatiug  to  our  differences  with  the  sonthenk  States,  aad 
which  1  con  hardly  account  for. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUE, 

United  Statet  Contul. 

His  Excellency  the  Envoy  Bitbaoedinaet,  tfcc,  &c., 

of  the  United  States,  Lond&n. 


Mr.  I^eeling  to  Mr.  Prague. 

Seceetaky's  Office. 
SlB:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  liis  excellency 
has  receivfld  a  letter  of  complaint  &om  Captain  Semmes  with  regard  to 
your  conduct  as  United  States  consul,  viz:  that  you  have,  by  means  of 
yonr  emissaries,  tampered  with  and  seduced  from  their  aJlegiauce  sev- 
eral of  the  crew  of  the  Sumter  who  have  visited  the  shore  on  liberty. 

Captain  Semmes  particularly  refers  to  Everett  Salmon,  John  Jenkins, 
and  Thomas.  Penny,  three  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  and  he  further  states 
that  you  have  persuaded  some  of  his  men  to  take  refuge  under  your  con- 
sular flag. 

Captfuu  Semmes  adds  that  the  CTideuce  has  come  to  him  in  a  very 
satisfactory  shape,  fuid  that  he  will  be  ready  to  produce  it,  if  the  allega- 
tion be  denied. 
The  governor  requests  you  will  give  me  information  on  these  points. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  serv'ant, 

S.  FEEELING, . 

Colonial  Secretary. 
HoBAno  J.  SPBAGUEjEsq., 

United  States  Consul,  Qiiraltar. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Freeling. 

Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Ameeica, 

Gibraltar,  February  11, 1862. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your  commu- 
nication of  yesterday's  date,  having  regard  to  a  letter  from  Captain 
Semmes,  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  com- 
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plainiDg,  as  yon  inform  me,  of  my  condnct  ae  United  States  consul,  fwd 
stating  that  I  have  by  means  of  emissaries  tampered  with,  and  seduced 
fi-om  their  allegiance,  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Sumter  who  have  visited 
the  shore  on  liberty;  and  farther,  that  I  have  persuaded  some  of  the 
men  of  the  Somter  to  take  refuge  onder  the  flag  of  this  consnlatA. 

lu  reply,  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  following  statement  of  facts,  hav- 
ing particular  reference  to  the  three  seamen  whose  oames  aie  mentjimed 
in  yoor  letter : 

On  or  before  the  7th  instant,  a  seaman  belonging  to  the  Sumter,  by 
name  John  Jeiitins,  presented  himself  at  this  consulate  in  an  intoxi- 
cated state.  He  inquired  for  the  American  consul,  and,  as  I  was  present, 
he  claimed  my  protection  as  an  A°i^caii  citizen,  stating  to  me  that  he 
and  many  others  were  being  forced  to  return  on  board  the  Sumter;  that 
he  preferred  to  die  rather  than  return  on  board;  that  he  was  a  Gape  Cod 
man,  and  wished  to  go  back  to  his  native  place.  I  replied  by  telling 
him  to  go  away  and  get  sober,  and  that  I  would  spe^  to  him  later. 
Upon  this  he  left  the  consulate,  and  I  immediately  honored  myself  by 
calling  upon  the  governor,  accompanied,  as  you  will  doubtless  recollect, 
by  yourself.  I  then  informed  his  excellency  of  what  had  been  stat«d  to 
me  by  Jenkins,  and  which  I  have  above  detailed,  and  his  excellency 
the  governor  thereupon  promised  that  the  seamen  of  the  Snmter  shoald 
not  be  ill-treated  or  forced  on  board  against  their  will;  that  he  would 
not  permit  the  neutrality  of  this  port  to  be  violated,  and  that  he  would 
issue  his  orders  accordingly.  On  the  7th  instant  two  other  seamen  &om 
the  Sumter  presented  themselves  at  this  consulate,  one  of  them,  I  think, 
named  Thomas  Fenny,  and  finding  me  there  also  claimed  my  protectian, 
stating  that  they  belonged  to  the  city  of  New  York.  I  instantly  sent 
for  a  policeman,  and  requested  him  to  take  these  seamen  before  the  police 
magistrate  with  a  note  tcom  me,  (of  which  I  beg  to  inclose  a  copy,)  with 
which'  request  the  policeman  complied.  I  am  not  aware  ofwhat  took 
place  before  the  magistrate  with  respect  to  these  seamen.  In  about  two 
hours  a  policeman  came  to  this  consulate,  and  in  the  name  of  the  police 
magistrate  brought  to  me  another  seamanbelonging  to  the  Sumter,  called 
£verett  Salmon,  who  had  his  face  frightfully  bruised,  and  who  likewise 
claimed  my  protection  as  an  American,  and  desired  to  be  sent  to  his 
home.  I  immediately  sent  this  man  away,  advising  him  to  have  bis 
injuries  attended  to,  and  to  conduct  himself  steadily  and  quietly. 

Since  the  above  occurrences  I  have  had  daily  applications  at  this  con- 
sulate firom  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  claiming  protection,  and  in  all  cases 
desiring  to  besent  to  their  homes,  and  in  every  instance  I  have  sent  them 
to  the  police  office,  there  to  prefer  their  complaints  (if  any)  or  to  relate 
their  cases,  and  I  have  at  the  same  time  informed  them  that  this  being 
a  neutral  port  I  could  not  become  security  for  their  residence  here,  oral 
the  present  moment  take  steps  for  sending  them  to  America. 

Beyond  what  Is  above  stated,  and  always  recommending  to  them,  on 
the  occasions  referred  to  of  their  visits-to  this  consulate,  peaceable  con- 
duct in  the  town^  I  have  never  had,  or,  indeed,  desired  to  have,  any 
communication,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  crew  of  the  Sumter;  their 
coming  to  me  and  absence  from  their  vessel  being  purely  voluntary,  and 
whoUy,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  unconnected  with  persuasion  of 
any  lund. 

I  trust  that  the  above  statement  will  alone  relieve  me  from  any  ws- 
picions  that  his  excellency  the  governor  might  entertain  as  to  the  possi- 
bility of  my  acting  or  desiring  to  act  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  Cap- 
tain Semmes;  but  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  I  wonld  reapectfolty 
solicit  from  bis  excellency  that  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  cause  each 
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erf  the  Be^en  in  qneBtion  to  be  ezammed,  and  then  satisfy  himself  that, 
as  the  representative  at  tliis  port  of  the  United  States  of  AJnerica,  I  have 
acted,  in  a  position  which  is  not  devoid  of  difficalty,  as  honorably  fuid 
judicionsly  as  the  circnmstances  of  the  case  would  warrant. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  8PRAGUE, 

United  <Stote8  OonwL 
Captain  S.  Fbbelino,  B.  A., 

Colonial  Secr^ary,  i&e.,  GibraUar. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Police  Magistrate  at  Gibraltar. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  February  7, 1862. 
SiK :  The  accompanying  two  seamen  have  jnst  called  at  this  consulate, 
claiming  the  prot«ction  of  the  United  States  government,  and  statmg 
that  they  do  not  wish  to  retumr  on  boafd  the  Sumter,  to  which  vessel 
they  belonged.  They  will  relate  their  own  tales  to  yon,  and  I  beg  re- 
apectftilly  to  solicit  for  these  men  all  the  privileges  which  a  neutral  port 
can  afford  them. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servtmt, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPBAGUE, 

United  States  Consul, 
The  Police  Maoisikate,  i&c.,  <£c,  Gibraltar. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

GlBRALTAB,  February  18, 1862. 

Sm:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  12th  instant.  The 
Sumter  still  remains  in  port.  The  coal  comi>anies  in  this  market  still 
persist  in  refusing  to  sell  her  coal,  notwithstanding  that  $12  i>er  ton  is 
offered  for  it,  which  is  50  per  centum  over  the  market  price. 

After  to-day  the  rules  laid  down  by  Earl  Bussell,  with  regard  to  Amer- 
ican belligereuts  in  British  waters,  will  be  in  force  for  the  Sumter,  and 
I  am  curious  to  know  bow  the  authorities  here  will  act  on  the  occasion. 
Reports  say  a  supply  of  coal  is  momentarily  expected  for  this  steamer 
&om  abroad.  Anything  further  on  the  subject  shall  be  duly  forwarded 
to  your  excellency  by  telegraph  for  transmission  to  the  State  Department 
at  Washington. 

The  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  has  been  at  anchor  off  Algeciras 
since  the  14th  instant,  and  she  is  coaling  there.  She  may  return  to  this 
port  to-morrow  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  provisions. 

Since  my  last  communi«atioQ  I  have  had  a  conference  with  the  Brit- 
ish governor  with  regard  to  the  several  seamen  of  the  Sumter,  who  are 
still  on  shore  and  re&se  to  retoru  to  her,  and  who  hare  asked  my  pro- 
tection. 

I  found  the  governor  partacnlarly  non-committal  in  all  his  conversation 
npon  these  seamen;  he  gave  no  encouragement  for  me  to  take  them 
under  the  protection  of  this  consulate,  cautioning  me  at  the  same  time 
to  be  exceedingly  particular  how  I  moved  In  the  matter;  in  fiiet,  he 
recommended  me  to  have  nothing  to  do  nith  them. 

I  hear  $IG  per  head  are  offered  to  seafaring  men  by  th^  o^ 
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Sumter,  to  entice  these  men  to  return  to  their  ship;  bnt  np  to  Has  mo- 
ment none  have  been  induced  to  take  the  bait;  indeed,  I  was  yesterday 
informed  that  one  of  theee  men  had  foond  his  way  on  bofud  the  Tnsca- 
Tora,  oBF  A]geciras. 

So  long  aa  they  remain  within  the  reach  of  this  consnlate  they  shall 
not  starve;  it  would,  however,  be  desirable  if  the  British  govemmeut 
would  permit  my  sending  these  men  to  their  homes,  where  they  have 
their  wives  and  children  in  a  state  of  want;  particnlarly  as  it  has  been 
their  voluntary  act  to  leave  the  Sumter,  with  a  desire  to  pass  an  honeBt 
life  among  those  most  dear  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUB. 
His  Excellency  the  EirvoT  Exteaoedinaby,  dx.,  &c., 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 


Mr.  Spragae  to  Mr.  BemarA, 

Hfo.  8.]  O1BSAI.TAB,  MarcK  14, 1862. 

Sib  :  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  yonr  excellency  posted,  up  to  the  last 
honr^  with  everything  relating  to  the  movemente  of  our  naval  forces  in 
this  immediate  neighborhood,  as  well  as  the  continuation  of  the  Sumter 
at  this  port,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  my  last  com- 
munications to  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London,  to  which  I  beg  your 


Eemaining,  sir,  with  high  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPRAGUB, 

United  States  Consid. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Spra^ue  to  Mr.  Adatns, 


March  12, 1862. 
Sna:       ••••••**. 

The  United  States  steamers  Kearsarge  and  Tnscarora  remain  off  Alge- 
ciras;  the  ship  Ino  is  at  Cadiz,  while  the  Sumter  continues  in  this  port 
in  an  apparent  state  of  inactivity,  which  is  not  surprisiug,  surrounded  as 
she  is  now  by  our  vessels  of  war,  with  Earl  Itussell's  rules  in  force,  and 
late  important  successes  on  our  part  in  the  field  of  battle. 

•  ■■••>•■•• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e., 

HORATIO  J.  SPRAGUB, 

United  States  Conavi. 
His  Excellency  Chables  F.  Adams,  <£«.,  <£e.,  <£e.,  London. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Mr.  ^ague  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract] 


Uabch  14, 1862. 


The  Samter  remains  in  port,  while  the  Kearaarge,  Toscarora,  and  Ino 
are  off  Algecims.  This  latter  vessel  anived  there  last  evening  from 
Cadiz  and  Tangier. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

HORATIO  J.  SPBAGUE, 

UniUd  State*  CmtvL 
His  Excellenoj  the  MnnsTEB  of  the  United  States,  London. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

No.  280.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London  December  24, 1862. 
Sir  :  I  have  t)ie  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  series  of  commniucatioiu 
received  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  respecting  the 
movements  made  at  that  port  to  sell  the  steamer  Sumter.  As  he  desired 
my  advice,  I  gave  it  to  him  in  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  goes  with  the 
papers.  The  question  of  the  right  to  sell  the  proiwrtj  of  a  belligerent 
to  a  neutral  in  a  neutral  port  is  not  without  it«  difficulties^  and  I  find 
the  authorities  diifer  materially  about  it  My  own  leaning  la  rather  to 
a  liberal  constraction,  especially  as  in  this  case  it  relieves  ns  from  a 
bnrdensome  process  of  vigilance.  Besides  which,  1  find  that  the  govern- 
ment bought  a  war  vessel  of  the  Oreeks  whilst  engaged,  in  1826,  m  their 
war  with'  the  Turks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBASCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sewaxd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Bprofftte  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

COKBUL.ATB  OF  THE  TTRITED  STATES  OF  A»EBIOA, 

OibraUar,  Leeember  9, 1862. 

SiB:  I  informed  joii  yesterday  that  the  steamer  Sumter  had  joat  been 
sold  by  private  conb'act.  The  snm  she  fetched  was  four  thousand  ponndB 
sterling. 

Testerday  afternoon  the  Durchaseis  were  ready  wiUi  the  money  and 
with  bill  of  sale  in  band  to  be  executed  by  a  notary  public  in  this  city, 
when  it  was  found  that  all  the  papers  required  by  them  conld  not  be 
prodnced  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Sumter,  who,  it  appears,  holds 
a  power  of  attorney  £rom  a  certain  Bnllook,  who  styles  himself  senior  uaval 
officer  in  the  confederate  service  in  Europe,  and,  I  am  told,  is  at  present 
in  England  giving  his  attention  to  what  relates  to  the  marine  service  of 
the  rebel  States.  The  purchasers  require  a  written  authority  from  Com* 
missionor  Mason  to  Mr.  Bullock  for  the  sale  of  the  Sumter,  and  the  sel- 
ler has  telegraphed  for  this  document;  in  the  mean  while  the  sale  is  in 
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suspense,  and  I  accordingly  telegraphed  your  excellency  last  evenJogas 
annexed. 

The  guns  of  the  Sumter  are  included  in  the  sale,  and  should  the  sale 
be  consummated,  I  understand  they  will  be  landed  here  under  the  snper- 
Tiaiou  of  the  British  authorities.  The  revolvers  are  not  sold.  I  hear  it 
stated  the  officer  in  charge  iutends  to  send  them  forward  to  Englaad. 
The  porchasera  of  the  Sumter  have  refused  buying  the  chronometers, 
salt,  provisions,  or  anything  else  that  has  been  captured  by  her  wbeD  in 
command  of  Semmes. 

Please  commnnicatfl  all  this  information  to  our  government  at  Wash- 
ington. 

I  have  the  honor,  Scd,  Sec, 

HOBATIO  J.  9PRAGTIB, 

United  States  ComkI. 
His  Excellency  Charles  FBAKcm  Adams, 

United  States  Minister,  dx.,  dx.,  dko,,  London. 

No.  2. 
Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[TelegTttin.] 

Dbokmbeb  8,  1862. 
Mr.  Adahs,  American  Minister,  London : 

The  private  side  of  the  Sumter  is  in  suspense  for  want  of  written 
authority  from  Oommissioner  Mason.    The  pEtrty  has  telegraphed  forii 

SPKAGUE,  Consul. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 


Sib:  After  mailing  my  cbmmnuication  to  you  of  yesterday  I  received 
a  telegram  from  Mr.  Koemer,  our  minister  at  Madrid,  requesting  me  to 
protest  against  the  selling  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  this  port.  I  had 
also  received,  a  few  hours  before,  an  official  note  from  Captain  Pickering, 
of  the  United.  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  now  at  Cadiz,  to  the  same  effect 
In  consequence,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  reply  fromyour  excellencyto 
my  telegrams  from  the  6th  instant,  I  decided  to  delay  no  iiirther  in  ad- 
dressing the  governor  of  this  fortress  on  the  subject,  and  based  my 
oommunication  upon  the  tfQegram  received  &om  olir  minister  at  Madrid. 
I  now  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  copy  thereof. 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  still  remains  in  suspense,  and  she  is 
still  advertised  in  the  Oibraltar  Chronicle  of  yesterday  iM  sale  by  public 
auction  for  to-morrow. 

Anything  further  transpiring  about  the  Sumter  I  shall  telegraph  yonr 
excellency  without  delay. 

I  inclose  copy  of  Captain  Pickering's  dispatdi  to  me.  I  also  (umex 
copy  of  my  telegram  to  yon  of  last  evening. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ol^dient  servant, 

HOBATIO  J.  SPEAGDE, 

United  States  Consul 

His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adahb,  ,  ■-  i 

United  States  Minister,  iio.,  dx}.,  dc,  London,   h  *^'0(>t^lC 
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No.  4. 
Mr.  Spra^ue  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

[Telegram.] 

GiBEALTAE,  December  9, 1862. 
Mr,  APAiffS,  American  Minister,  London: 

By  instruction  of  our  minister  at  Madrid,  have  protested  to  British 
gOTerament  against  Sumter  being  sold  here. 

SPEAGITB,  Oonml. 

No.  5. 

[From  Gibraltw  Chionide  of  the  9tli  Deeemlier,  1662.] 

AUCTION  SALE  OP  THE  VERT  SWTPT  BCEEWBTEAMBa  SUMTEE. 

On  Thursday  next,  11th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  will  be  sold  by  public 
aactioD,  in  tbe  north  room  of  the  Exchange,  the  screw-steamer  Samt«r, 
now  lying  in  this  bay,  of  about  499  tons  burden,  built  at  Philadelphia  in 
1869,  of  superior  oak  timber,  and  sheathed  with  yellow  metal  in  I860, 
together  with  sails,  rigging,  stores,  moorings,  &c.,  &c.,  as  may  be  found 
on  board,  and  a  powerful  engine,  cyliuder  fifty  inches;  an  inventory  of 
which  and  conditions  of  sale  may  be  seen  on  board  any  time  previous  to 
the  sale,  or  at — 

WM.  SHEBWILL. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Sir  W.  CoSrington. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Gibraltar,  December  9, 1803—4  p.  m. 
Sir:  I'haTe  this  moment  received  a  telegram  firom  tbe  minister  of  the 
TTnit«d  States  of  America  for  the  court  of  Madrid,  under  to-day's  date,  in 
the  following  terms: 

[TraoBlation.} 

"  Announce  officially  that  the  stewner  Stumer,  being  prize  ofwar  made 
by  the  insurgents  in  the  United  States,  and  really  the  property  of  citizens 
of  that  republic,  being  also  included  in  tbe  terms  provided  in  the  ordei-s 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  in  council  against  the  sale  of  prize  of  this  war 
in  her  Majesty's  dominions,  cannot  be  lawfully  sold  in  Gibraltar,  and 
that  the  sale  announced  will  not  be  respected  by  the  vessels  of  war  of 
the  United  States,  but  tlia.t  the  Sumter  will  be  made  prize  wherever  she 
may  be  found  on  the  high  seas,  or  within  America^  jurisdiction,  and 
taken  before  the  proper  court  for  a<\judication. 
"The  minister  plenipotentiary, 

"GUSTAVUS  KOERKBE." 

In  foee  of  which  I  have  to  protest  in  the  name  of  Uie  government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  as  its  representative  at  this  port,  against 
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the  sale  of  the  Bteamer  Smnter  taking  place  in  this  city,  with  the  coq- 
carrence  of  the  Britiah  aathorities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excelleDcy'a  obedient  servant, 
HOEATIO  J.  8PBAGUE, 
^  United  States  Consul. 

His  Excellency  Sm  Wtlliam  Codeington,  K.  C.  B. 

Oovemor  of  Gibraltar,  <fcc.,  (fee,  t£c. 


Captain  Pickering  to' Mr.  Sprague. 

United  States  Stbambe  Kbabsabge, 

La  Carracca,  Cadiz,  December  6, 1862. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
witfaoat  date,  informing  me  that  the  Snm ter  is  advertised  for  sale  at  Gibral- 
tar on  Thorsday  next. 

The  vessel  is  of  little  value,  and  probably  offered  for  sale  merely  to 
establish  a  precedent. 

The  sale  of  so-called  confederate  war  vessels  in  British  ports  is  an  act 
as  nn&iendly  and  hostile  to  onr  government  as  the  purchase  of  war 
vessels  in  their  ports  by  the  same  party.  I  would  theretore  suggest  that 
it  is  yonr  duty  to  enter  a  protest  a^inst  the  sale. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &e.,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PIOKEBIHG,  Captain. 
HoEATio  J.  Speague,  Esq., 

United  States  Conml,  Qibraitar, 


'So.S. 

Mr.  Sproffoe  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Consulate  op  the  United  Stat^  op  Ambkioa, 

Gibraltar,  I>e0ember  12, 1862. 

SlE :  I  beg  to  transmit  herewith  copies  of  notes  that  have  so  far  been 
interchanged  between  this  consulate  and  the  governor  of  Gibraltar 
regarding  the  proposed  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  in  this  port  since  I 
had  the  honor  of  addressing  your  exodlency  on  the  10th  instant. 

In  the  absence  of  instructions  from  yonr  excellency,  I  have  limited 
myself  to  protesting  againSt  the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  this  port,  based 
apon  the  contents  of  the  telegram  received  from  Mr.  Koemer,  our  min- 
ister at  Madrid. 

I  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  official  notices  published  in  the 
Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  10th  and  11th  instant,  which  I  herewitli 
annex. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  an^  accurate  history  of  the  steamer 
Sumter,  butj  as  much  can  be  said  as  to  what  constitutors  a  "war  pri&j," 
I  take  the  bberty  to  observe  that  as  all  public  property  in  the  States 
that  have  rebelled  against  the  government  of  the  United  States  was  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  whether  it  consisted  of  ships  or  stores  in 
the  public  arsmals,  or  of  money  in  the  public  cAetta,  its  illegal  captnre  by 
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the  so-called  confederates  might  make  all  snch  property  prize  of  war. 
AlthoDgh  the  British  government  has  conceded  belligerent  rights  to  tie 
States  in  rebellion,  it  has  not  yet  recognized  those  States,  nor  would  it 
probably  be  disposed  to  contend  that  the  property  of  the  United  States 
seized  by  force  is  lawftUly  owned  by  the  so-called  confederates. 

The  private  sale  of  the  Sumter  having  been  canceled  by  muttw^  con- 
sent, she  is  again  advertised  for  sale  by  public  auction  for  the  Idth 
insbuit,  and  I  hear  a  party  is  expected  from  England,  by  the  SoalJi- 
ampton  steamer,  due  here  on  the  17th  instant,  to  be  present  at  the  sale, 
but  for  what  purpose  I  know  not. 

Please  do  me  the  &vor  to  inform  our  goTenuDent  of  the  contents  of 
the  present  communication  with  its  iuclosures,  and  accept,  sir,  the  assur- 
ances of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

HORATIO  J.  SPEAGUB, 

United  States  OonsuL 

His  Excellency  C.  F.  Adamb, 

United  Statet  J^inittw,  ac,  &c.,&o.,  London^ 


Captain  FreeliTtg  to  Mr,  S^rague. 

Sboketabt's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  December  10, 1862. 

Sm :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  letter,  dated  9th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Sumter. 

His  excellency  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  you  have  not  famished 

any  such  proof  of  the  Sumter  being  a  prize  as  to  justify  his  interference 

with  a  mercantile  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

S.  FEEELENG, 
Colonial  Secretary. 
H.  J.  SpRAatra,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  £e.,  <£«.,  t&c. 


Mr.  fyroffue  to  Captain  Freeling. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Gibraltar,  December  10, 1862. 

Sm :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispateh  of 
to-day's  date,  and,  in  reply,  1  beg  to  state  that  I  am  not  instructed  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  the  question  proposed 
in  your  toid  dispatch,  as  to  which  I  may,  however,  observe  that  there 
cask  be  no  doubt  that  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  is  in  fact  a  sale  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  capture  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States. 
Such  sale  for  such  purpose  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  neutral  state  is, 
I  apprehend,  illegal  and  opposed  to  the  strict  law  of  neutrality,  if  sanc- 
tioned by  the  government  of  snob  neutral  state. 

In  conformity  with  the  tenor  of  my  instructions  contained  in  the 
official  telegram  of  yesterday,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  remit 
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a  copy  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  I  have  <Hily  to  protest  in  U»e 
name  of  my  government  agaloat  any  ench  sale  in  this  port  of  tlie  aaid 
steamet  Sumter,  as  is  proposed,  and  to  point  oat  the  eonsequenoes 
followiqg  apoD  snch  sale.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  reiterate  th»t  pta- 
test,  and  respectfully  to  request  the  attention  of  his  excellency  tiie  gov- 
.^TQor  thereto, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HOKATIO  J.  aPEAGHB, 

United  States  ComuL 
Captain  S.  Fbeeling,  R.  A., 

Colonial  Secretary,  dec.,  tfic.,  <&e.,  OibrtUtor. 


Captain  Freeling  to  Mr.  i^sra^He. 

Seceetaet's  Office,  December  10, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yonr  letter  of  this  date,  and,  in  reply,  to  remark  tliat  yonr  protest  of 
yesterday  was  made  ou  the  ground  that  the  Sumt«r  was  a  prize  made 
Itom  the  federals  by  the  confederates,  and  therefore  trnly  the  property 
of  the  former. 

Kow,  however,  yon  state  a  different  ground,  viz :  that  the  sale  ia  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  capture  by  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  illegal. 

The  governor  wishes  to  know  upon  which  of  these  two  grounds  yoo 
now  m^e  your  protest,  as  your  last  seems  somewhat  incompatible  with 
the  first  which  he  received  from  you  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

a  FREELING, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
HoBATio  J.  Spbaghtb,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Oibraltar. 


Mr.  Sprague  to  Captain  Freelinff. 

CONSDLATB  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AmEEICA, 

Gibraltar,  December  11,  1862. 

SlB :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the'lOUi  in- 
stant, in  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  same  dato,  on  the  sabject 
of  the  proposed  sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter. 

The  telegram  from  bis  excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  of  which  I  bad  the  honor  to  for- 
ward a  copy  to  his  excellency  the  governor  on  the  9tb  insttmt,  contains 
the  instmctions  upon  which  I  have  acted  in  protesting  against  (be  above 
sale,  as  I  necessarily  had  to  consider  it  my  duty  to  do  so. 

I  am,  however,  quite  unable  to  see  the  incompatibility  of  what  was 
stated  by  me  in  my  letter  of  yest^^y,  with  the  ground  set  forth  for  the 
protest  in  question,  as  it  was  simply  put  forward  as  an  observatioii, 
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■which  appeared  to  me  to  bear  upon  the  qaeBtion,  and  not  to  be  incon-  ■ 
sistent  with  the  newa  set  forth  iu  the  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  oh^ieiit  serrant, 

HOEATIO  J.  SPBAGUB, 

United  States  Consul. 
Captain  S.  Fr&eling,  B.  A. 

Colonial  Secretary,  Qibraltar, 


No.  13. 

[Official  notice  in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  December  10,  1662.] 

NOTICE. 

Secretary's  Office, 

Gibraltar,  December  10,  1862. 
His  excellency  the  governor  has  received  a  protest  from  tbe  United 
States  consul  in  this  city  against  the  sale  of  the  confederate  eteamer 
Sumter,  on  the  ground,  as  stilted  by  him,  of  her  being  a  prize.  No  proof 
of  this  being  the  case  has  been  fnmisbed,  but  the  governor  deems  it 
right  to  notify  this  protest  to  the  public, 
By  command : 

S.  FEEELING,  Colonial  Secretary. 


[Official  notice  &om  tbe  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  December  11, 18S2.] 
MOTICE. 

Seceetaby's  Office, 

Qibraltar,  December  11, 1862. 
With  reference  to  the  notice  in  yesterday's  Chronicle,  hia  excellency 
the  governor  has  received  the  following  statement  from  tbe  officer  com- 
manding the  Sumter: 

"  Xbe  Sumter  was  bought  and  paid  for  at  New  Orleans  by  the  confed- 
erate goverument;  that  the  owners  of  the  then  steamer  Habana  (Uie 
Sumter)  agreed  to  the  price  and  terms  of  sale ;  and  that  she  was  pur- 
chased before  any  vessels  had  been  seized  in  New  Orleana  by  the  con- 
federate government." 
By  command : 

S.  FBEELING,  Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  15. 

The  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  lltb  December  has  a  supplement  con- 
taining the  advertisement  of  tbe  sale  of  the  Sumter,  as  heretofore  copied, 
with  tbe  addition  that  "  Tbe  above  sale  is  postponed  until  Friday,  tbe 
19th  instant."  n  Ca>(>q[c 

33  A  c— TOL.  u  t^ 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sprague. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Seeember  17, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  aeliiiowlcdge  the  reception  of  several  telegrams, 
together  Trith  letters,  and  eepecially  that  of  tlie  Ctli  of  December,  all 
relatingtotbeprojectofsaleofthe  steamer  Sumterin  the  port  of  Gibraltar, 

I  have  not  -written  in  reply  to  these  communications,  for  the  reason 
that  I  could  not  perceive  any  action  yet  taken  in  the  premises  that  can  be 
made  the  hasis  of  agitation  here.  The  advertisement  put  into  the  col- 
umns of  the  Gibraltar  as  well  as  the  LiveriMWl  newspapers  is  wholly 
devoid  of  a  responsible  character,  It  is  clear  that  no  owner  has  yet 
appeared  vested  with  saflflcient  power'to  act  at  all  in  the  prenflses. 
Under  such  circumstances  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  a  remonstrance  to 
the  British  government  which  is  based  upon  no  act  to  be  complained  of 
beyond  a  newspaper  advertisemcut,  and  which  suggests  no  practical 
remedy.  In  this  sense  your  letter  to  Commander  Bryeon  appears  tome 
to  have  been  written  with  great  judgment  It  is  scarcely  to  be  presumed 
that  her  Miijesty's  government  is  not  fully  conscious  of  the  conditions 
under  which  the  Sumter  enjoys  its  protection.  It  is  as  a  vessel  of  a 
recognized  belligerent  that  she  obtained  the  privilege  of  remaiiiing 
where  she  is  until  now.  Any  change  ui  her  character  cannot  be  effected 
witliout  the  knowlwlge  and  consent  of  the  authorities  at  Gibraltar.  Yon 
will  therefore,  first  of  all,  confine  yourself  to  the  simple  duty  of  watch- 
ing all  the  proceedings.  In  ease  of  any  attempt  at  a  merely  fraudulent 
transferfor  the  sake  of  escaping  harmless  from  our  cniisers  and  resumiDg 
her  former  career,  you  will  cull  their  attention  to  the  fact,  deny  the  va- 
lidity of  any  such  proceeding,  and  invoke  their  interference.  Should  it 
appear  to  you,  on  the  otber  hand,  that  the  purchasing  parties  are  for-' 
eigucrs  acting  in  good  faith  for  the  conversion  of  the  vessel  to  some 
legitiinat«  and  peaceful  trade,  I  see  no  better  way  of  getting  rid  of  a 
buKlensome  labor  of  vigilance  upon  a  property  of  little  value  than  to 
acquiesce  in  it.  On  the  other  hand,  should  you  have  reason  to  suspect 
a  spurious  transaction  for  the  sole  purpo.se  of  extricating  the  vessel 
from  its  ]»reaent  position  in  order  to  replace  it  in  a  more  effective  atti- 
tude of  hostility  to  the  United  States,  yon  will  do  well  to  remonstrate 
with  the  local  anthorities,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  your  remonstrance, 
together  with  the  evidence  on  which  you  rest  it,  to  this  legation. 

Under  the  present  aspect  of  the  case,  1  do  not  feel  as  if  I  had  proof  of 
ill  intention  in  my  hands  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  give  to  the  command- 
ers of  oiu-  vessels  of  war  any  specific  instmetions.  So  much  mu.'^t  depend 
on  the  shape  which  the  matter  may  take,  that  I  can  only  say  to  you  this: 
that  only  in  the  contingency  of  positive  Irand  almve  spoken  of,  clearly 
shown,  as  well  as  of  refusal  of  the  British  authorities  to  interfere,  so  for 
as  to  detain  the  vessel  for  time  enough  to  make  a  representation  here, 
should  1  think  it  advisable  for  our  own  vessels  to  interpose.  And  even 
then,  should  she  sail  under  a  British  flag,  it  can  only  be  done  on  the 
high  seas,  and  under  a  preliminary  search  to  investigate  her  true  char- 
acter. Should  the  papers  be  of  such  a  kind  as  to  subject  her  to  the  bos- 
picioH  of  being  yet  rebel  property,  with  only  a  fraudulent  cover,  she  might 
tlien  betaken  and  sentbomefor  a4:lJHdieation  in  the  United  States  court 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FBANCIS  ADAilS. 

HoEATio  J.  Sphague,  Esq.,  ^  -  ■ 

United  States  Consal,  Gibraltar.         i  /::.ibA.jO(>glC 
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So.  18. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Deoembeb  19, 1862, 
Snmter  sold  this  day  by  public  anction  for  ninpteen  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.    Purchaser,  au  English  engineer,  arrived  yesterday 

from  Southampton.  

SPRAGUE,  QibraUar. 
Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister,  LoTidon. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  Sprague  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Sah  Eoque,  December  23, 1862—2.45  p.  m. 
Sumter  flying  British  flag.    Is  loading.    Probably  be  conveyed  (con- 
voyed t)  to  sea  if  necessary. 

SPBAGtTB. 
Adams,  A^nerican  Minister,  London. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitraot] 

No.  1&4.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  December  27, 1862, 
Sie:  ••*••••  Another 
Blip  relates  to  the  privateer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar.  She  was  to  be  sold 
there  on  the  20th  of  December.  Mr.  Klingender,  the  active  com\jutor 
and  factotum  of  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.,  of  this  place,  has  gone  to  bid 
for  her,  and  ^11  most  likely  have  bought  her.  If  he  has,  the  real  owners 
will  be  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co. ;  if  not,  the  insurgents,  and  we  shall 
hear  of  her  again  either  as  a  privateer,  or  as  goingto  attempt  the  block- 
ade; most  likely  in  the  first  character.  •  •  *  •  • 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hou.  WiLLiAJH  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  186.]  United  States  CoNstrLATE, 

Liverpool,  December  31, 1862. 

Sir:  I  learn  that  the  privateer  Sumter  has  been  purchased  by  Melchoi 

G«orge  Klingender,  of  Liverpool,  and  that  she  is  coming  around  to  this 

port  either  to  be  fitted  out  as  a  privateer,  or  to  run  the  blockade ;  moat 

likely  the  former.    la  my  dispatch  No.  184, 1  refer  to  this  individual 
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who  has  made  tlie  piirchaBe  and  his  connections.  I  have  nothing  more 
to  add,  other  than  that  I  tliiiik  the  sale  a  sham,  and  that  the  ressel 
ought  to  be  seized  wherever  fonnd.  She  no  doubt  belongs  to  the  con- 
federates or  their  agents,  Fraser,  Treuholm  &  Co.,  as  much  so  now  as 
she  did  before  the  pretended  sale, 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiAai  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

No.  287.J  Legatiok  op  the  Unitbd  Stattb, 

London,  January  1,  1863. 
Sir:  Learning  from  the  consul  at  Liverpool  that  the  person  reported 
as  the  purchaser  of  the  Sumter  is  a  man  well  known  in  that  place  as  the 
agent  of  Messrs.  Fraser,  Tren holm  &  Co.,  I  immediately  addresse<l  a 
note  to  Lord  Kiissell  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  Ber\'ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Se(n'ctary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to.  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  or  the  United  States, 

London,  Deoonber  30,  1862. 

Mt  Lord:  On  the  Idth  of  this  month,  I  am  informed  by  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  <jibraltar,  that  a  public  sale  is  said  to  have  been 
made  of  the  steamer  Sumter,  a  vessel  which  had  committed  much  depre- 
dation upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  which  had  taken 
shelter  in  that  port  from  pursuit  by  the  national  ships. 

Having  the  strongest  reasouj  from  the  known  character  and  previous 
conduct  of  tlte  alleged  pun'haser,  to  believe  that  this  sale  is  effected 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  vessel  from  its  present  position, 
and  of  making  use  of  her  Majesty's  flag  to  convert  it  to  new  purposes  of 
hostilities  to  the  United  States,  I  must  pray  your  lordshijVs  attention  to 
the  necessity  under  which  I  am  placed  of  asking  the  assistanca  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  prevent  any  risk  of  damage  to  the  United 
States  from  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  one  of  her  ports;  or,  in  default  of 
it,  of  declining  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  transfer,  should  that 
vessel  subsequently  be  found  by  the  armed  ships  of  the  United  States 
aailiug  on  the  high  seas. 

Ecucwing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  consideration,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAWCa 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  RusssLL,  (Cc,  <£v.,  (Cc.        ■  ,>  . 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 


No.  292.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Januay  8, 1863. 
Sie:  In  connection  witli  the  papers  already  transmitted  with  my  dig- 
patch  'So.  280,  in  relation  to  the  jHisition  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I 
have  now  to  place  in  your  handtj  a  copy  of  Lor<l  Iinssell'3  reply  to  my 
note  to  him  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

Having  recfived  further  information  from  Liverpool  as  to  the  cliar- 
acter  oi  the  purchaser  of  the  Sumter,  wliich  tended  to  show  still  more 
clearly  the  nature  of  the  whole  traiiaiiction,  and  presuming  that  some 
attempt  might  be  made  to  get  ofl'  the  vessel  before  the  Uritiisb  govern- 
ment could  be  ready  to  act,  on  Saturday  I  decided  upon  sending  a 
further  telegraphic  instruction  to  Mr.  Sjirague,  a  coi)y  of  which  is  also 
transmitted.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  responsibility  I  assume  in  haz- 
.  arding  a  j[>ossible  collision  with  Great  Britain  in  this  case.  But  as  the 
British  law  is  very  strong  on  this  point,  the  government  can  scarcely 
resist  its  application  in  this  instance  to  the  full  extent,  no  matter  what 
may  have  Ipeen  our  own  practice.  In  point  of  fact,  however,  there  is  no 
inconsistency  as  to  the  latter,  the  suspicion  of  fraud  being  such  as  to 
vitiate  the  whole  transaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  I'KANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  n.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


•  Earl  Rmsell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Janvarj/ 1, 1863. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  calling  my  attention  to  the  circamstances  attending  the 
sale  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to 
you,  in  reply,  that  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  have  already  the  caa© 
befiwe  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Charles  Fkancis  Adajis,  Esq.,  iCc,  etc.,  etc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  ^ague. 

London,  January  3, 1863. 

Klingender's  name  throws  much  suspicion  on  the  sale.    Yon  must 

refuse  to  recognize  it    Ami  if  the  Sumter  try  to  slip  off  under  a  Britidi 

flag,  Oaptaiu  Bryson  must  stop  and  take  her  on  the  high  seas  if  he  can. 

□e  need  not  mind  the  tweaty-tbnr  hour  rule,  if  outside  the  jurisdiction. 

CHARLES  F.  ADAMS, 

Untied  States  Minister^  London. 
Mr.  Spbaoue,  United  States  Consul,  Oibraltar,  IOqIc 
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Mr.  Spragu^s  r^ly  to  Mr.  Adams. 

San  Boque,  January  5, 1863. 
Telegrnpli  Saturday  received.    Have  notified  governor  sale  Samter 
will  not  be  recognized.    Samter  quiet  in  port  past  veok.    Has  ceased 
flying  any  flag. 

SPRAGUE. 
Mr.  Adams,  American  Minister,  London. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

So.  30S.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  23, 1863. 
Sib':  I  Lave  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's  note  to  me 
of  the  15th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  30th  ultuno,  respecting  the 
validity  of  tbe  sale  of  the  Sumter  in  the  port  of  Gibraltar.  I  have  since 
then  ^nt  a  telegraphic  direction  to  the  consul  at  that  port,  a  copy  of 
Tvhich  is  also  forwanled,  as  well  as  his  answer  received  last  evening. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAifCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Hart  Rassell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoREiGN  Office,  January  15,  1863. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  mj^  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  in  which  I 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3(tth  ultimo^  respecting 
the  sale  of  the  Sumter  at  Gibraltar,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
that  her  M^esty's  naval  and  military  officers  at  that  port  have  received 
instructions  not  to  give  any  protection  to  that  vessel  beyond  the  waters 
of  Gibraltar;  but  it  will  of  course  be  clearly  understood  that  those 
instructions  do  not  preclude  tlie  owners  of  the  Sumter,  if  that  vessel 
should  be  taken  by  United  States  cruisers,  from  appealing,  according  to 
the  usage  and  practice  of  international  law,  to  the  prize  court  in  the 
United  States  against  the  captors;  nor  will  her  Majesty's  government  be 
precluded  from  taking  any  course  which  may  hereafter  appear  to  them 
proper,  if  the  Sumter,  now  assumed  to  be  British  property,  should  be 
hereafter  condemned,  or  othemisc  dealt  with  in  any  manner  which 
might  not  be,  in  their  judgment,  warranted  by  international  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adaks,  Esq.,  d^.,  &c,  dx. 

[Telegram.] 
American  Minister,  London,  to  Mr.  Spragve,  American  Consul,  Oibraltar. 

London,  January  19, 1863—12.30  p.  m. 

The  Sumter  should  be  captured  if  she  goes  out  of  the  British  waters 
on  the  high  seas.  If  she  have  nominal  British  papers  she  must  be  sent 
home  for  adjudication  as  prize.  C  (>(>q[c 

Please  notity  the  naval  commanders.  '  '       o 
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[Telegram.] 
Sam  Roqoe,  January  21, 1863 — 2.50  p.  m. 
Mr.  Adajus,  American  Minuter,  London : 

Tour  telegram  communicated  to  oor  commanders.    Sumter  coaling 
again  and  provisioning  to-day. 

SPilAGUE. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

TSo.  324.]  Lbgatiok  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  13, 1863. 
SiB:  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Sprague,  the  consul  at  Gibraltar,  a 
telegram  auiiouncing  that  the  Sumter  left  the  port  of  Gibraltar  on  the 
night  of  the  7th  instaut,  in  a  very  high  wind,  wlieu  it  was  impossible  to 
communicate  with  the  Chippewa.    He  rejiorta  her  as  bound  westwai'd. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FliAJTCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  oj  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Eitract.] 

Ko.  32.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  17, 18C3. 
Sib:  ••••••*• 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  is  in  the  river,  opposite  ■ 
LiveriKKil.  She  cume  here  in  command  of  Captain  Hoare.  I  under- 
Btand  her  object  in  coming  is  to  repair,  to  put  in  new  boilers,  machines, 
&c.  I  have  informed  Mr.  Adams  a»d  suggested  the  propriety  of  a  pro- 
test on  his  part  to  this  government  against  her  repairing  here.  This 
vessel  is  held  by  M.  G.  Klingender,  the  man  whom  Fraser,  Trenholm  & 
Co.  use,  and  belongs,  in  my  opinion,  as  much  to  the  southern  confede- 
racy as  she  did  when  commanded  by  Captain  Semmes.  The  sale  at 
Gibraltar  was  a  mere  sham  to  get  her  under  the  British  dag. 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  333.]  Legaiiow  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  20, 1863. 
SiE:  Shortly  after  I  received  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Sumter  at  LiveriKwl,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell  on  the  subject, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  lae,  sir,  your  obedient  8er^*ant, 

CHiVKLES  FEAN'CIS  ADAita 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed,  ^  -  I 

Secretary  of  State.  <   ,jiX,OOglQ 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rmiell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Febrmry  16, 1863. 
My  Loud:  I  have  received  informntioD  of  tlie  arrival  of  the  steamer 
Sumter  at  Liverpool.  Having  alrejulj-doneniyselftlielionorto  suggest  to 
your  lordship  the  view  taken  by  my  governnicut  of  the  true  nature  of  her 
position  at  Gibraltar  after  theeveutof  the  noDiiiial  transformation  of 
her  by  a  fictitious  sale,  I  content  myself  with  resjieetfiilly  requesting 
your  attention  to  the  bearing  on  this  case  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation 
.  limiting  the  stay  of  vessels  of  the  respective  parties  to  the  present  strug- 
gle in  America  within  her  Majesty's  ports. 

1  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurancoa  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  houor  to  be,  nij'  lord,  your  most  obedient 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Eael  Russell,  <C-c.,  (Ct.,  c£v. 


jilr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  40.]  Uhited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28, 1863. 
Sir:*  •  "  •  •  •  •  • 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  gone  into  Clay- 
ton's graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  is  undergoing  repairs,  &c. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  340.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Marck  13, 1863. 

SiB:  The  law  officers  of  the  Crown  havingconsunied  some  weeks  in 
meditating  ou  my  several  notes  to  Lord  Russell,  of  the  9th,  the  lOtb, 
and  the  lOth  of  February,  copies  of  which  were  submitted  t«  you  in  my 
respective  dispatches  Kos.  3^2,  331.  and  333,  a]>pear  to  have  relapsed 
into  tlieir  old  theory  of  want  of  power  to  do  anything  at  all  to  protect  a 
friendly  nation  troin  the  hostilities  of  British  subjects,  who  kuowiugl; 
violate  the  injunctions  of  the  Queen's  proclamation. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  trausmit  copies  of  notes  fi^m  Lord  Bnssell, 
all  dated  the  Oth  instant,  respectively,  in  answer  to  mine  already  men- 
tioned.   I  mention  them  all  in  one  letter,  because  they  differ  only  in 
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relation  to  the  details,  and  all  equally  rest  on  tlie  practical  abnegation 
of  will  as  well  as  of  power  to  perforin  obvious  interuational  obligations. 
I  liare  tlie  honoi  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant;, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[Dispatcli  Xo.  322,  from  Mr.  Adams,  is  printed  under  "Enforcement  of 
Neutrality,"  "(Jeneral  Subject,"  Vol.1,  p,  50;!,  and  dispatch  No.  331  of 
the  llltli  February,  18«3,  will  be  found  uuder  subdivision  "  The  Ala- 
bama,''j»o«f.] 


Earl  Jiiissell  to  Mr,  Adams. 

FoKEiviN  Office,  March  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majestj's  government 
Lave  had  under  their  consideration,  in  communication  with  the  proper 
law  advisers  of  the  Crown,  your  letter  of  l(Jth  ultimo,  stating  that  you 
had  received  information  of  the  anival  of  the  steamer  Sumter  at  Liver- 
lK>ol,  and  calling  my  attention  to  the  beaiing  on  this  csise  of  her  Majes- 
ty's proclamation  limiting  the  stay  within  British  ports  of  vessels  of 
war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belligerent  parties. 

I  have  now  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government,  in  the 
present  state  of  their  iiifornmtion  on  the  subject,  are  unable  to  assume, 
as  you  appear  to  do,  that  the  ship  lately  culled  the  Sumter  has  not  been 
legally  and  bona  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commercial  and  peaceful 
purposes;  and,  unless  it  were  established  that  the  sale  was  merely  fic- 
titious, her  Miyesty's  proclamation,  to  which  you  refer,  cannot  be  deemed 
applicable  to  that  vessel  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  die,  &c.,  &c. 

(For  remaining  inclosures  see  "  Alabama"  and  "  Enforcement  of  Neu- 
trality," "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  578,  aud  also  under  subdivision 
"The  Alabama,"  p08t.\ 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  44.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  G,  1863. 
SiR*    •• * 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  finished  her  re- 
pairs and  gone  into  the  great  float  at  Birkenhead.  She  is  all  ready  for 
sea.  A  gentleman,  who  went  over  her  yest«rday,  reports  her  in  per- 
fect order.  She  has  no  arms  on  board  that  he  could  iwrceive,  but  every- 
thing ready  for  them.  I  have  from  time  to  time  rejiorted  everything 
about  this  vessel  to  Mr.  Adams.  I  presume  he  has  prot«8ted  against 
her  being  repaired  at  this  port.  My  informant  was  told  by  those  on 
board  the  Sumter  that  she  had  sufficient  provisions  on  ber  for  a  cniise. 


L 
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I  have  Hnt  little  doubt  bat  vbat  she  will  make  her  appeai>ace  again  m 
a  pirate. 

•  •  *  •  •  •     '         • 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Estract.] 

No.  352.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  19, 1803. 
SiB;  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  which  I  had 
addressed  to  Lord  Bussell,  in  reply  to  two  of  his,  dated  on  the  9tli, 
copies  of  which  were  sent  to  you  last  week. 

1  hav^  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAKOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BHsaelt. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  March  14, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  yonr 
not*  of  the  9th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  Ifith  ultimo,  respecting 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Sumter.  Your  lordship  apprises  me  that  "  her 
Mjuesty'a  government,  in  the  present  state  of  their  information  on  the 
subject,  are  unable  to  assume"  "that  the  ship  lately  called  the  Suuiter 
has  not  been  legally  and  botui  fide  sold  to  a  British  owner  for  commer- 
cial purposes,"  thereby  leading  me  to  infer  that  a  sale,  if  so  effected, 
would  be  regarded  as  valid  by  them,  to  change  the  property  of  a  bellig- 
erent in  a  neutral  port. 

But  I  must  ask  pardon  for  calling  yoiu*  lordship's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  such  ha^  not  been  the  construction  heretofore  put  upon  the  law  by 
the  courts  of  Great  Britain  when  applied  to  belligerent  vessels  of  their 
own  enemies  iu  neutral  ports.  In  the  learned  work  on  international 
law,  published  not  long  sinc«,  by  Mr.  Kobert  Phillimore,  the  same  emi- 
nent individnal  who  has  since  been  elevated  to  the  positioii  of  a  legal 
adviser  of  the  Crown,  I  flud  it  expressly  affirmed  that  the  purchase  of 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  enemies  is  held  in  the  British  courts  to  b^  in- 
valid. And,  farther,  that  though  the  purchase  of  merchant  ships  be  not 
illegal,  it  is  liable  to  great  suspicion,  and  requires  to  be  established  by 
the  clearest  proof.  Furthermore,  should  the  ship,  after  such  transfer, 
"  be  employed  under  the  management  of  a  hostile  proprietor,  the  sale 
will  be  deemed  merely  colorable  and  collusive." — (Gomnientaries  oa 
International  Law,  vol.  3,  pp.  307-8.) 

I  think  I  have  already  furnished  sufficient  evidence  to  yonr  lordship 
to  show  that  the  sale  of  this  vesael  is  open  to  each  and  all  of  these  ob- 
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jectJODB,  irhetber  it  be  considered  as  a  public  or  a  private  trtbaaetion. 
But  hei'  Majesty's  govemmeDt,  in  fiirniBliing  slielter  for  so  long  a  period 
to  tlie  Sumter  in  (he  harbor  of  Gibraltar,  as  a  ship  of  war  of  a  belliger- 
ent, has  det«nniiied  the  character  of  the  vessel.  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  during  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Bussia,  her  Mqesty's 
government  steadily  refused  to  recognize  the  transfer  of  any  vessels  of 
that  nation  in  neutral  ports.  It  does  not,  then,  seem  unreasonable  if, 
on  behalf  of  my  government,  I  respectfully  venture  to  enter  a  remon- 
strance against  the  readiness  with  which  yonrlordship  appears  to  recog- 
nize the  vaJidi^  of  a  transaction  which  the  law  not  only  presumes  to 
carry  fraud  on  its  face,  but  the  highest  aulJiohty  in  Great  Britain  de- 
clares to  be  invalid  altogether. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRiNCIS  ADAM3. 

Bight  Hon.  'Bixi^  Bttssell,  &o.,  &c.,  <Ske. 

[For  remaining  inclosure  see  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  "  General 
Babject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  579.] 

Jlfr.  DvdUy  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract] 

ISo.  50.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  20, 1863. 
Sir:        •  •••*•■ 

On  inclosure  No.  2,  find  letter  from  Foreign  Office  to  a  Mr.  Potter,  of 
Manchester,  about  vessels  building  here.  Also  a  slip  from  the  Star 
about  the  Sumter  and  Southerner.  The  Sumter  is  repaired  and  ready 
to  leave  at  any  moment.  Mr.  Adams  has  been  informed  about  her,  and 
no  doubt  protested  against  her.  The  Southerner,  I  think,  is  intended 
as  a  privateer  for  the  insurgente.  I  was  disiwsed  to  get  up  evidence  in 
fliis  case,  but  was  discourdged  by  Mr.  Adams,  she  being  out  of  my  con- 
sulate. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  "Wttjtam  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  the  Doily  Poat,  Marcli  14, 1863.] 
SHIP-BUILDINa  FOB  THE  CONFEDERATES. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Foreign  Office  has  been  receiyed  by  Jlr. 
Thomas  B.  Potter,  of  Manchester,  president  of  the  Union  and  Emanci- 
pation Society,  respecting  the  building  of  war  vessels  for  the  confeder- 
ates, similar  to  the  Alabama : 

"Foreign  Office,  March  11, 1863. 
"  Sm :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
copy,  signed  by  yon,  of  a  resolution  of  the  execntive  of  the  Union  and 
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Emanciitatioii  Society  of  Manchester,  dated  the  3d  instant,  in  vhich 
that  society  records  its  protest  against  the  hnilding  and  fitting  ont,  in 
tliis  conutry,  of  armed  vessels  for  the  goTemment  of  ^he  so-styled  Con- 
federate States,  and  calls  upon  Parliament  and  her  Majesty's  govem- 
ment  to  put  an  effectual  end  to  such  i)roceedings. 

"  I  am  in  reply  to  request  that  yon  will  call  the  attention  of  the  so- 
ciety to  the  act  of  George  HI,  cap.  69.  It  will  he  ohserved  in  that  act 
that  evidence  on  oath  is  required  to  enahle  proceedings  to  he  taken 
against  persons  charged  with  eontraveuing  it. 

"  1  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant,  * 

*'B.  HAMMOSD. 
"  Thomas  B.  Potter,  Esq., 

"  President  of  the  Union  and  EmancipaiUm  Society 

"  of  Manchester,  51  Piccadilly,  Manchester." 


[From  tlie  London  Star,  March  19, 1863.] 
CONFEDERATE  WAR  VESSELS. 

The  steamer  Sumter,  now  called  tlie  Gibraltar,  has  been  thoroughly 
repaired  at  the  Birkenliead  docks,  aud  is  now  ready  for  sea.  The  screw 
steamer  Southeruer,  intended  for  the  confederate  service,  was  launched 
last  week  at  Stockton.  The  gunboat  built  by  W.  C.  Miller  &  Sous,  at 
Uverpool,  for  the  confederates,  was  also  launched  last  week. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  523.]  .       Department  op  State, 

Watihinnton,  March  34, 1863. 
Sir:  It  is  possible  that  Mr.  Dudley  ma^  have  called  your  attention  to 
the  fact  stated  in  the  accompanying  extract  from  a  dispatch  of  his  of 
the  3d  instant,  to  this  department,  namely,  that  Klingender  &  Co.,  nf 
Liverpool,  notorious  agents  of  the  insurgents  there,  are  also  the  reputed 
owners  of  the  Sumter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <£c.,  tC-c. 

[Dispatch  from  Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  43,  March  3, 1863,  is 
printed  under  subdivision  "The  Alabama," posf.] 


JIfr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward.  . 
.  [Extract.] 

No.  68.J  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3, 1863. 
Sir:         ••••••• 

The  steamer  Snmter,  now  called  Gibraltar,  has  not  yet  sailed.  My 
firm  belief  is,  that  she  will  go  out  to  cruise  as  a  privateer.  Mr.  Young 
t«UB  me  that  all  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  with  the  excentioa  of  tvro  or 
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three  men,  have  shipped  for  a  cruise  to  last  dnring  the  war.  It  is  there- 
fore not  likely  thatthe  Sumter  is  taking  these  men  out  for  the  Alabama, 
as  is  alleged  ;  it  is  much  more  probable  that  she  is  bound  on  a  cruise 
herself.  I  have  written  to  our  consuls  at  Fayal  and  Funchal  about  her, 
and  mentioned  the  steamers  Japan,  Phantom,  and  Southemer,  and  gun- 
boat Alexandra. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

{Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Sfwnrd. 

Ko.  308.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
Sir:         •  *  .  '  •  •  •  • 

Tlie  next  subject  of  correspondence  between  us  has  been  the  case  of 
the  Sumter.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  no  answer  has 
been  made  to  niy  note  of  the  16th  of  February,  a  copy  of  which  was 
sent  to  you  with  my  No.  3.33.  But  his  lordship  clioae  to  begin  as  if  <fe 
novo  by  a  spontaneous  assurance  that  that  vessel  had  been  closely 
watched,  and  that  there  seemed  no  reason  to  believe  in  any  preparation 
for  her  early  departure.  A  copy  of  his  note  of  the  4th  instant  is  sub- 
joined to  this  dispatch,  together  with  a  copy  of  my  reply  on  the  6th  in- 
stant. X  still  remain  of  tlie  opinion  tliat  Mr.  Dudley's  information  is 
more  arxsurate  than  his  lordship's,  and  that  that  vessel  is  ready  to  go  as 
soon  as  she  can  slip  away- 

I  h&ve  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State.  - 


Earl  Evssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  April  4, 1863. 

Sir  :  My  attention  having  been  drawn  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared 
in  the  Daily  News,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  wLich,  under  the  head  of 
"  Confederate  War  Vessels,"  is  included  the  Sumter,  now  called  the 
Gibraltar,  as  baviug  been  thoroughly  repaired  at  Birkenhead,  and  being 
ready  for  sea,  I  deeme<l  it  advisable  at  once  to  request  the  proper  au- 
thorities to  cause  particular  attention  to  be  paid  to  this  vessel. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears  from  a  report 
which  has  been  received  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  and 
which  has  been  communicated  to  me,  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  her 
Miyesty's  treasurj-,  that,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Sumter  at  that  port  on 
tlie  13th  of  February  last,  she  has  been  carefully  watehed  by  the  cus- 
tom-house officer,  and  that,  although  the  vessel  has  received  some  re- 
pairs, nothing  has  taken  place  regarding  her  of  a  suspicions  character. 

The  Sumter  appears  to  be  laid  up  in  the  upper  part  of  the  great  float 
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at  Birkenhead,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  sign  of  her  being  at  present 
intended  for  sea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  add  that  the  anthorities  at  Liverpool  are  instrncted 
to  continue  to  observe  this  vessel,  and  to  report  without  delay  any  cir- 
camstances  of  an  unusual  character  which  may  happen  to  take  place 
with  regard  to  her. 

I  have  the  bo.nor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbancib  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  i&o.,  Ae. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RutielL 

Legation  of  the  Untted  States, 

London,  April  0, 1863. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, in  reference  to  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  News  of 
the  lith  ultimo,  respecting  the  immediate  preparatiou  of  the  Soniterfor 
departure  from  the  port  of  Liverpool.  I  must  confess  that  the  informa- 
tion received  by  me  from  Liverpool  from  wholly  iudependent  sources 
had  led  me  to  believe  the  newspaper  statement  to  be  true.  It  is,  however, 
with  very  great  satisfaction  I  receive  the  contradiction  of  it  from  your 
lordship,  as  well  as  the  assurance  that  the  movements  of  that  vessel  are 
under  Uie  observation  of  her  Majesty's  government.  I  am  the  more  led 
to  indulge  this  that  the  notice  appears  to  have  been  spontaneously  fur- 
nished to  me,  with  a  degree  of  courtesy  which  I  should  be  wanting  in 
my  duty  if  I  were  to  fail  properly  to  appreciate. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation witb  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRAKCI3  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Busseix,  <£<;.,  die,  &e. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setrard, 

[Extract.] 

No.  389.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  24,  1863. 
SiK:  Lord  Bussell  has  this  week  renewed  the  correspondence  in 
respect  to  the  Siunter.  'l  transmit  a  copy  of  his  note  of  the  20th  instant. 

■  *«•  ••  •• 

I  append  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAKLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAK  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Apra  20, 1863. 
SiB :  There  are  several  statements  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  Mwch 
respecting  the  sale  of  the  Stunter,  at  Gibraltar,  to  a  British  owner,  upon 
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Thich,  if  any  advantage  were  likely  to  result  from  fbrther  discassion  of 
the  subject,  I  should  feel  it  right  to  observe.  But  it  appeitrs  to  me  saf- 
ficient  to  say,  that  you  seem  to  have  confounded,  both  in  your  reasoning 
upon  the  subject  and  in  your  reference  to  authority,  the  positions 
of  a  neutral  and  belligerent  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  ships  belonging  to 
another  beltigereut,  and  to  have  forgotten,  as  in  the  instance  of  yoiu" 
reference  to  a  statement  in  a  passage  on  the  law  of  prize,  that  no  neutral 
state,  such  as  Great  Britain  now  is,  administers  prize  law  in  favor  of 
either  belligerent. 

The  neutral  and  belligerent  have  distinct  right  in  the  matter;  the 
neutral  has  a  right  to  acquire  such  property  offered  to  him  for  purchase; 
but  the  belligerent  may,  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  case,  not 
recognize  the  transfer  of  such  property  as  being  that  of  his  enemy,  only 
parted  with  to  the  neutral  in  order  to  prote<:t  it  from  capture  on  the  high 
seas.  The  prize  conrt  of  the  belligerent,  when  property  so  circum- 
stanced is  brought  before  it,  decides  whether  the  transfer  is  fair  or 
fraudulent. 

The  British  government,  when  neutral,  is  Hot  bound  to  refuse  to  a 
British  subject  tbe  right  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which  a  bel- 
ligerent owner  may  desire  to  part  with,  but  it  would  not  deny  the  right 
of  the  adverse  belligerent  to  ascertain,  if  such  vessel  were  captured  by 
its  cruisers,  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully,  according  to  tbe  law  of 
nations,  come  into  tiie  possession  of  the  neutral ;  and  if  Great  Britain  ■ 
were  herself  belligerent,  she  would  not  complain  of  a  neutral  govern- 
ment allowing  one  of  its  subjects  to  acquire,  by  purchase,  a  vessel  which 
her  adversary  might  desire  to  pait  with,  though  she  would  have  the 
right  of  capturing  such  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  and  sending  it  before 
tbe  prize  court  for  judgment  as  to  whether  the  vessel  had  rightfully, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations,  become  the  property  of  a  neutral  owner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  Higheat  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

.    ErSSELIi. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr,  Adams  to  Earl  Russell.  * 

LlIOATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  22,  1863. 
Mt  Loed:  I  have  carefully  re-examined  the  positions  taken  in  my 
note  of  the  14th  of  March,  to  which  your  lordship  refers  in  yours  of  the 
20th  instant,  as  I  always  do  when  called  upon  by  any  comments  yon  are 
pleased  to  make  to  me.  But  I  confess  myself  at  a  loss  to  see  the  force 
of  your  objections.  I  <lid  not  forget  the  fact  that  ito  neutral  state  admin- 
isters prize  law  in  favor  of  either  belligerent.  In  the  case  of  the  Sum- 
ter, though  I  tried  to  explain  the  law  in  its  fullest  extent,  as  applied  to 
all  beihgerent  vessels,  whether  war  ships  or  merchantmen,  I  called  your 
lordship's  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  her  Majesty's  government 
had  recognized  the  Sumter  as  a  war  ship  of  a  belligerent  in  the  port  of 
Gibraltar,  and  to  the  further  fact  that  it  had  never  recognized  the  trans- 
fer of  such  a  vessel  to  a  neutral  as  valid,  either  in  the  exposition  of 
public  law,  as  given  by  high  authority  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  the  prac- 
tice of  the  nation  when  itself  a  belligerent.  Hence  it  would  appear  as 
if  Great  Britain  were  now  disposed  to  recognize  the  validity  of  an 
act  of  a  belligerent    toward  herself,   a  neutral,  which,  as  a  belli- 
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g«reDt,  she  bad  always  refiiBed  to  acknowledge  vhen  attempted  by  any 
■  other  neatral  natiou.  I  cannot  permit  myself  to  imagine  that  your  lord- 
abip  bas  really  intended  to  place  Great  Britain  in  a  jrasitiou  which  aeenki, 
to  my  view,  singularly  at  war  as  mucb  mtb  the  first  principles  of  justice 
as  with  the  reciprocal  obligations  of  inteniational  law. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurauces  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eakl  Russell,  <fcc.,  de.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  686.]  JDbpaetmbnt  op  State, 

WasMtuftm,  May  7, 1863. 
SiB:  Tour  dispatch  of  April  24  (No.  389)  has  been  received,  together 
with  its  aceompaniiuonts,  a  renewed  correspondence  between  Earl  Kus- 
sell  and  yourself  concerning  the  cji.se  of  the  Sumt«r. 
The  positions  you  have  maintained  in  your  reply  to  his  lordship  aro 
_  approve<l,  and  we  cannot  bnt  hope  that  upon  further  consideration  they 
wiU  be  conceded  by  her  Majesty's  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Chablbs  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  414,]  Legation  of  the  Cnited  States, 

London,  May  14,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  »  note  of  Lord  Bussell  to 
me  of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  '2'Jd  ultimo,  which  was  sent 
to  you  with  my  No.  389,  of  the  24th  of  April,  on  the  subject  of  the 
steamer  Sumter.    I  presume  this  closes  the  correspondence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obeilient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabp, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  Mag  8, 1863. 
StB!  It  is  not  necessary  or  desirable  to  prolong  the  controversy  with 
regard  to  the  steamer  Gibraltar,  otherwise  Sumter.  I  shall,  therefore, 
merely  observe,  with  reference  to  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  address  t«  me  on  the  22d  ultimo,  that  I  have  not  stated  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  her  Miyesty's  government  to  deviate  in  this  case  from  any 
acknowledged  principles  of  international  law,  or  from  the  exposition  of 
those  principles  hitherto  given  in  courts  administering  that  law.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  firm  intention  of  her  Miijesty's  government,  both  in 
the  case  of  the  Sumter  and  in  every  othei'  ease,  to  abide  by  those  princi- 
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pleBj^hich  they  have  hitherto  most  scrnpnlonslymuntained  dnring  ttie 
whole  course  of  the  present  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Ghasles  Fbakcib  ADJJSBf  Esq.,  £e.,  dte.,  <£o. 


Mr.  Dudl^  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[Eitroct.] 

No.  81.]  UifiTED  States  Gonsitlate, 

Liverpool,  May  22, 1863. 
,   am:    •  •  .       •  .  •  • 

In  my  last  dispatch  I  mentioned  that  the  steamer  Snmter  bad  taken 
in  a  fresh  lot  of  coal.  One  of  my  men  visited  her  yesterday.  He  found 
workmen  calking  her  between  the  decks.  The  only  oGQcer  oa  board  at 
the  time  was  an  engineer,  who  told  him  she  was  Lo  sail  for  Bermuda  in 
a  few  days.  From  another  source  I  learned  she  was  preparing  for  sea. 
This  morning  she  left  her  dock  at  Birkenhead,  and  has  been  towed  over 
to  the  docks  in  Liverpool.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  what  she  intends 
saUlogin  a  very  short  time;  on  what  errand  or  in  what  character  I  have 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  learn ;  I  think  as  a  privateer,  I  cannot  as  yet 
obtain  any  evidence  against  her. 

•  ••••••■• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectthlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WtLLIAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

N.  B. — The  Snmter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  has  jnst  entered  at  the 
cnstoms  to  load  for  Cauao  by  M.  Q,  Klingender  &  Co.  This  Klingender  is> 
the  pretended  purchaser,  and  holds  her  either  for  the  Erasers  or  the  con- 
federate government.  I  regard  her  as  much  in  the  service  of  the  confed- 
erate govemroeat  as  wlien  Captain  Semmes  commanded  and  she  was: 
burning  our  merchantmen.  This  entering  her  for  Gallao  is  merely  a. 
blind. 


Jlfr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtTMt.1 

'So.  84.]  UinTBD  States  CensvLATE, 

Liverpool^  May  29, 1863. 
Sm:    •••••*• 
I  nnderstand  that  the  steamer  Sumt«r,  now  called  the  Gibraltar,  will 
follow  the  Phantom  in  a  day  or  two  after.   I  think  the  Snmter  will  again' 
torn  pirate.    The  Snmter  ia  taking  in  to-day  a  very  large  iron  frame- 
work  resembling  a  pivot^bridge^  It  is  in  pieces,  and  to  be  put  together 
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after  it  arrives  at  some  port.    I  am  bold  Captain  Bead  of  the  rebel  navy 
is  to  command  the  Sumter. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DDDI^T. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  86.)  United  States  Consttlate, 

■  Liverpool,  May  30, 1863. 
Snt:  The  steamer  Snmter,  now  called  Gibraltar,  is  Btill  her&  In  my 
dispatch  of  ye8t«rday  I  mentioned  she  was  taking  in  an  iron  framework, 
supposed  to  be  a  pivot-bridge.  One  of  my  men  has  jnst  called  to  say  ba 
bas  been  watching  the  arrivals  of  the  teams  from  the  Mersey  Forge 
Company,  where  it  has  been  mannfactared,  and  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  a  turret  or  tower  for  some  vessel  to  be  nsed  for  war  pnri>o8es,  or 
else  for  some  fort.  He  is  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  for  war  purposes.  If 
this  vessel  is  not  captured  on  her  way  out  she  should  be  closely  watched 
and  reported. 

•  •••••■ 

I  am,  air,  very  respectfblly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

TS.  B. — Since  writing  thp  above,  a  gentleman  whom  I  employed  to 
visit  the  Sumter  has  called.  He  says  this  fhimework  is  intended  for  war 
purposes,  aud  that  he  learned  while  there  that  two  guns  connected  with 
ibis  frame  are  to  be  pla<;ed  on  board  to-night.  They  each  weigh  twenfy- 
two  tons.  He  could  not  learn  whether  they  were  to  be  mounted  or  stowed 
as  cargo;  most  probably  the  latter.  If  she  is  taking  them  out  for  some 
other  vessel  or  fortification,  she  will  most  likely  go  to  some  one  of  the 
West  India  Islands.    •  •  •  •  •  • 

P.  S. — From  another  and  reliable  source  the  above  has  all  been  con- 
firmed, with  the  addition  that  the  guns  are  rided  and  throw  shot  neigh- 
ing six  hundred  aud  twenty  pounds,  and  are  intended  for  the  ineurgeots. 
The  shot  have  been  shipped  in  some  vessel. 


jifr.  Dttdley  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  89.]  United  States  CoNStJLATB, 

lAverpool,  June  5, 1863. 
Sir  ;  In  my  last  commnnication  to  the  department  I  referred  to  Sie 
fact  that  the  Mersey  Steel  and  Forge  Company  were  making  the  frame 
or  parts  of  a  frame  for  another  iron-clad  ram  for  the  confederates.  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention  to  a  report  received  from  a  reliable  person 
from  tlie  insiae  of  these  wor^  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose,  mailed  No.  X 
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A  part  of  thia  I  tJiiiilt:  has  {p>ne  on  the  ateamer  Snmter,  whidt  is  still  in 
Uie  Mersey. 

I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  eerraut, 

Hon.  "WiUJAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Seeretarji  <tf  Stata. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


Meeset  Steel  and  Iboh  Wobes, 

June  3, 1863. 

Abont  October,  1862,  this  company  received  an  order  from  the  British 
government  to  constmcta  quantity  of  "  Battery  Breasts."  This  work,  al- 
thoaghnotyetcompleted, 'wasabandonedabout  the  1st  April  last  Since 
that  date,  the  company  has  been  mannfacturing  the  foUowiug  mticles 
for  an  iron  ram,  viz : 

About  forty  plates,  all  made  of  the  best  iron,  and  under  the  hammer, 
instead  of  being  rolled  in  the  usual  way.  Each  plate  is  fifteen  feetlmig 
by  fifteen  inches  broad,  and  two  and  one-fourth  inches  thick.  This  last 
would  be  sufficient  to  case  the  top  of  an  iron  ram,  and  they  were  sent 
ont  of  the  company's  yard  about  the  20th  of  May  last 

A  bosh,  or  front  part  of  a  ram  made  of  best  iron,  and  ander  the 
hammer,  weighing  abont  twenty-six  tons,  was  removed  from  Mr.  Eaet- 
vood's  hammer  to  be  planed  2d  June  instant. 

A  keel,  or  large  piece  of  iron  to  connect  the  screw  of  a  ram,  has  also 
been  made  of  best  iron  mider  Mr.  Biooks's  hammer.  It  weighs  abont 
eleven  tons,  and  is  now  ready  for  planing.  Four  bolts,  five  feet  long 
and  twelve  mches  in  diameter,  were  sent  in  a  6i>riDg  cart  to  have  scfewe 
cat  at  J,  Jack  &  Co.'b  foundry,  Great  Howard  street,  about  26th  May, 
and  a  few  days  aft«r  they  were  brought  back,  and  again  taken  away 
from  the  Mersey  Company's  yard. 

Two  pieces  of  iron,  made  under  the  hammer,  four  and  one-fourth  feet 
long  by  two  feet  square,  are  now  being  made. 

A  quantity  of  knees  for  an  iron  ram,  made  under  the  hammer  instead 
of  being  roUed,  weighing  about  three  thousand  five  hundred  weight 
each,  are  now  being  made. 

Shaft,  a  very  large  one  for  the  engine  of  a  screw  steamer,  and  shaft, 
a  ditto,  for  a  paddle  engine,  are  now  beiug  made. 

A  piston-rod,  and  four  large  size  connecting  rods  of  a  siiip-engine 
were  sent  out  of  the  yard  about  the  22d  May  last,  and  two  more  similar 
connecting  rods  are  now  beiug  made. 

Four  field  guns,  twenty-eight  pounds  each,  covered  with  white  lead 
and  canvass,  were  sent  away  about  2l8t  May. 

Three  breech-loading  guns  for  a  ship,  twelve  pounds  each,  will  be 
ready  to  leave  the  yard  about  4th  or  5th  June  instant 

This  company  has  made  similar  material  to  the  before-named  large 
pieces  of  iron  for  Messrs.  J.  Lnird  &  Co.,  of  Birkenhead,  when  the  latter 
firm  were  couBtructing  the  Chinese  war  vessela,  and  the  two  rams  now 
on  the  stocks,  and  these  were  always  put  on  hoard  a  flat  or  denick  in 
Egerton  dock,  close  below  the  Mersey  Company's  worl3.  Tlie  com-^ 
pauy  has  fourteen  carters,  but  the  pieces  of  iron  are  chiedy  taken  frop-'"^ 
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the  jtai  by  Joseph  Broofcs,  (driTer  of  the  sprinji^-cart,)  Thornton  -piaoe. 
off  Wellington  road;  Ed'wara  James,  Thornton  place,  comer  Holland 
street ;  Edward  Amson,  a  court  in  Llewellyn  street ;  John  Mci-sey,  ad- 
dress unknown. 

Aboat  eighteen  months  ago  this  company,  io  order  to  complete  an  order 
for  field  pieces,  shipped  those  from  the  carriages  of  the  L.  A.  TolnnteerSf 
and  subsequently  replaced  them  with  others. 

The  whole  of  tiiis  company's  workmen  believe  that  the  different  large 
pieces  of  iron,  which  have  been  made  during  the  last  two  months,  and 
are  still  in  the  course  of  being  manufactured,  are  intended  to  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  an  iron  ram  for  the  Confederate  States  in  some 
foreign  port,  and  that  they  will  be  seat  from  Liverpool  in  a  clandestine 
way  by  different  ships. 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  S»icard. 

[Exttaots.] 

TSo.  425.]  Legation  of  thb  United  States, 

Jxmdon,  June  6, 1863. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  •  "  •• 

I  now  transmit  copies  of  the  notes  and  papers  connected  with 
t^e  *  .  *  *  Simiter,  and  likewise  of  such  replies  an  I  have 
received  from  Lord  Eussell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hod.  VfiLLLAx  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  8tate. 


Mr.  AtUms  to  JEarl  Sm$eU. 
[Extract.] 

Legatiok  op  the'  UmTED  States, 

London,  Mag  23, 1863. 
MtLoed:  ••••••• 

At  the  same  time,  I  seize  the  opportunity  to  mention  that,  from  in- 
fbrmation  received  by  the  consul  of  the  tTnited  States  at  Liverpool,  I 
am  led  to  the  belief  tiiat  preparations  are  actively  in  progress  for  me 
expediting  of  the  Sumter  from  that  port 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHARLES  FBANOIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Easl  RtTBSEix,  de.,  <£«;.,  (£c. 


Earl  BvgseU  to  Mr.  Adanu, 

[Extract.] 

FoBEioH  Office,  May  23, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  •  ■  •  stating  that  yon  have  been  informed  tiiat  ttie 
Sumter  is  being  equipped  for  sea,  and  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding 


THE  8DUTEB.  53S 

copies  of  tiltese  pap^s  to  the  proper  departmeDte  of  her  Majesty's  gor- 
emment. 

I  have  the  honor,  &e., 

KTJSSELL. 
Ohasles  Fbahois  Adamb,  Esq.,  £o.,  do.,  &o. 


Sari  Bwsell  to  Mr.  ASama. 

[Hxtract,] 

FoBBiGK  Offiob,  Mos  ^0, 1863. 
8lE:  •••••••• 

With  reference  to  the  Gibraltar  or  Sumter,  which  you  say  you  are  in- 
formed is  being  prepared  for  sea,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  yon  ttkat 
tihe  report  from  the  sarveyor  as  to  that  vessel  agrees  with  the  informa- 
tion which  has  reached  you,  so  far  as  relates  to  her  being  preparing  for 
sea.  He,  however,  adds  that  all  fittings  for  warlike  purposes  have  been 
removed  from  her  since  she  obtained  her  British  registry,  and  that  he 
has  private  information  that  it  is  not  intended  to  refit  her  as  a  vessel  of 
war. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

ET7SSBLL. 

Ohables  Fbanois  Adaub,  Esq.,  dx.,  «£c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Hart  RusselL 
rBxtTMt  I 

liBOATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  May  30, 1863. 
Mt  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
oonsol  of  the  United  States  at  LiverpooL  •  •  •  • 

I  pray,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eael  Bubsell,  (£c,  (£-o.,  <&c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Ertraot] 

UmTGS  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  May  28, 1863. 
Sm:        •••#*••• 
The  steamer  Snmter,  now  cf^ed  the  Gibraltar,  I  understand,  is  to  s^ 
Sunday  or  Monday  next.    I  think  this  vessel  will  also  prove  to  be  a  pri- 
vateeri  » 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Ohables  Fbancis  Adams, 

JJrnted  atatee  Miniater.  DignzedbyCoOQle 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  ButtelL 

LzaAIION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Ijondon,  June  3, 1863. 
Ht  Lobd:  I  have  the  booor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  depositions  re- 
lating to  the  nses  about  to  be  made  of  the  steamer  Somter,  now  called 
the  Gibraltar.  As  I  have  already  so  folly  explained  the  groonds  of  re- 
monstrance against  the  coarse  taken  by  her  Miyest7*B  goremment  in 
recognizing  the  transformation  of  that  vessel,  I  can  now  only  express 
my  regret  that  those  representations  sbonld  have  met  with  so  little  sac- 
oees.  I  can  only  add,  tbat  from  a  knowledge  of  tbe  views  entertained 
by  my  govenunent  of  this  transaction,  I  feel  it  my  daty,  until  further 
instructed,  to  continue  to  decline  to  recognize  any  change  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  vessel  on  the  high  seas. 
I  pray,  &c.,  ftc., 

CKAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hod.  Eabl  Bubsbll,  <£c.,  i£o.,  &e. 


D^otition  of  Moses  Lansing. 

To  wit: 

Ij  Moses  Lansing,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lfracaster,  in  the 
Umt«d  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  hair-dresser,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  declare — 

That  I  reside  at  No.  185  Great  Howard  street,  in  Liverpool,  and,  in 
the  coarse  of  my  bnsiness,  come  much- in  contact  with  seamen;  that  on 
Saturday  evening  last,  the  thirtieth  instant,  four  seafaring  men  came  to 
my  shop  on  bnsiness,  (to  be  shaved  and  have  their  hair  cut,)  and  being 
acquainted  with  one  of  them,  I  entered  into  conversation  with  theok, 
about  where  they  were  bonnd  to.  They  informed  me  they  were  work- 
ing on  board  the  Gibraltar,  formerly  the  Sumter;  that  they  were  going 
to  sign  articles  to  go  into  her  fbr  tluee  years;  that  they  wero  not  going 
to  sign  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  but  on  board  the  ship;  tiiat  Uiey  were  go- 
ing out  about  Wednesday  next,  and  expected  to  sign  on  Tuesday;  that 
the  Gibraltar  was  to  go  to  Xaasau  from  Liverpool,  and  that  she  was  to 
go  from  there  as  a  privateer,  but  they  did  not  know  her  destination. 

And  I  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conscientiously  believing  the 
same  to  be  true,  and  by  virtue  of  an  act,  &c.,  &c. 

MOSES  LAITSIKO. 

Declared  and  Bubacribed  at  laverpool,  the  1st  day  of  June,  1863,  be- 
fbie  me. 

I.  PEARSON, 

A  OommistUmerf  tte. 


DepositiM  of  John  Marlcham. 

BoEOUQH  OP  LiTEBPOOL,  towit: 

Ij  John  Markharo,  of  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Laooaster,  in  Che 
TTnited  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Lrelaud,  master  mariner,  do  sol- 
emnly and  sincerely  declare — 

That  I  reside  at  No.  2,  Pool  Bead,  Egremont;  that  on  Saturday  evB- 
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DiDg  last  I  was  in  company  vith  Thomaa  Barton,  aeeiBtuit  dock-master. 
or  do^-gatemaa,  at  Clarence,  half-tide-dock,  and  was  told  by  him  that 
the  steamer  Gibraltar  had  taken  on  board  two  very  large  gang  on  Friday 
last;  that  he  had  seen  them,  and  that  they  weighed  sevdiil  tons. 
And  I  make  tliiB  solemn  aeclaration,  Sio.,  Sac 

JOHN  MASEHAM. 

Declared  and  sabscribed,  at  Liverpool,  the  Ist  day  of  Jane,  1863,  be- 
fore 

L  PEAESON, 

A  Commiaaioner,  <£e. 


Earl  RtuseU  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

FoEERJN  Ofwce,  June  4, 1863. 
Sm;  Tout  letter  -of  yesterday,  respecting  the  Gibraltar,  or  Samter, 
was  anfortonately  not  deliyered  at  the  Foreign  OfBce  till  8.50  p.  m., 
some  time  after  tbe  business  of  the  day  was  ended  and  the  office  closed. 
I  have  at  the  earliest  possible  hoar,  this  morning,  commanioat^  with 
the  treasmy  and  home  department;  and  I  have  requested  that  orders 
may  at  once  be  sent  by  telegraph  to  the  proper  antborities  to  pay  im- 
mediate attention  to  the  cir  cum  stances  set  forth  in  yoor  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

RUSSELL. 
Chables  Franois  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  (Co.,  &c 


Mr.  DtttJIey  to  Mr.  Sema^ 
[Extnot] 

No.  8&.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  10, 1863. 
SlE:  The  Snmter  is  still  here,  bat  will  no  doubt  leave  in  a  few  days. 
I  learn  that  Captain  Bead,  the  same  man  who  commanded  the  Bermnda 
when  she  was  captured,  is  to  command  and  take  out  the  Sumter,  or 
Gibraltar,  as  she  is  now  called,  and  that  it  is  his  intention  to  ran  her 
into  Charleston.  lie  says  he  will  run  her  in  or  else  blow  her  up j  that 
nnder  no  cireumBtanees  she  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  United  States. 
I  now  think  this  is  her  destination.  The  large  gnns  that  she  is  to  take 
ont  in  her,  and  referred  to  in  my  previooe  dispatebes,  are  not  yet  on 
board;  one  of  them  is  loaded  on  the  carriage  in  the  yard  of  the  foandery 
where  made.  The  guns  each  weigh  about  twenty-two  tons.  There  are 
one  hundred  and  fifty  shot  for  these  gnns  on  botml.  The  shot 
are  about  two  feet  long  and  fifteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  each  weigh 
five  hundred  three-qnMters  and  fonr  ponnds.  They  are  rifled  shot,  with 
four  brass  beads  around  them,  and  have  a  screw-hole  in  at  each  end. 
There  are  fifty  shells  in  the  yard  intended  for  these  same  guns.  Each 
gun  has  a  crane  attached,  for  lifting  the  shot  in  loading.  The  guns  have 
carriages  and  everything  complete.  One  of  my  men  has  learned  that 
they  are  to  be  mounted  at  Charleston,  but  I  do  not  regard  his  informa- 
tion as  reliable.  The  gnns,  all  agree,  are  to  be  puton  the  Samter;  that 
is,  taken  out  on  her.    Considerable  machinery  has  been  placed  on  her 


siace  m/  last  coimannioalion  to  the  department.    She  will  be  loaded 
very  deep  by  the  tune  the  additional  sheila  sod  gona  are  on  board. 

I  am,  air,  yoor  obedient  aervant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Beeretaryof  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Setcari. 

[ExtTMt.] 

TThited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  24, 1883. 
Sm: 

The  Gibraltar  is  etill  here,  apparently  ready  for  sea.  Having  received 
information  that  ehe  had  received  two  large  gmis  on  board,  I  commnni- 
cated  it  to  the  authorities  through  the  officer  appointed  to  look  after  her 
and  other  veBsels,  and  to-day  a  cuatoma  officer  haa  been  nent  to  search 
her.  I  und^stand  the  cuatoma  refnae  her  a  clearance,  and  that  Kling- 
raider  made  an  application  to  the  goTeroment  to  ship  two  large  guna  on 
her,  and  was  lefoaed. 

Very  leapectfully,  I  am,  air,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
By  H.  S.  WHiDINO, 

Viee-Oonsul. 
Hon.  WiLLLAM  H,  Sbwahd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  J>udl6j'  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  102.]  United  States  Consulate, 

lAoerpool,  July  1, 1863. 
SlE:  •••••• 

The  Bteamer  Somter  is  still  in  port    She  has  taken  on  the  two  large 
guns  referred  to  in  previona  dispatches.    The  collector  refUaes  to  clear 
the  veeael  until  they  are  removed,  and  threatena  to  aeize  her  if  die  saila 
without  her  clearance.    Either  the  government  or  owners  will  have  to 
give  way.    This  looka  as  if  the  authoritiea  were  in  earnest;  at  least  so 
lax  aa  thia  vessel  is  concerned.  •  •  •  •         • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DXJDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

K  B. — ^My  attention  haa  juat  been  called  to  a  diacosaiou  in  the  House 
last  night  about  the  Sumter,  now  called  the  Gibraltar.  It  would  seem 
that  the  government  has  given  in,  and  that  the  vessel  will  sail  wittt  tbe 

«""'°''°^-  ,    =.n„C;008lc 
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Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Estraot] 

ITo.  103.]  Uhitbd  States  Gossui^tk, 

Liverpool,  July  Z,  1863. 
Bra:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  steamer  Somter,  now  called  the  Oibraltar,  sailed  this  mondng^ 
As  yet  she  has  not  cleared  from  the  cnstoms;  will  do  so  probably  next 
veek.  She  is  one  of  the  privileged  class,  and  not  held  doim  like  other 
vessels  to  strict  rules  and  made  to  conform  to  regnlations.  She  has  on 
her  a  number  of  guns  in  caaes,  among  them  the  two  large  Blakeley, 
weighing  some  twenty-two  tons  each,  shot,  shell,  and  other  monitions  of 
war,  and  machinery,  which  I  think  is  intended  bo  work  the  guns  in  the 
turrets  of  the  iron-clads  now  building  by  the-  Messrs.  Ourd.  I  believe 
these  guns  are  for  these  iron-clads. 

•  ■••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  0/  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seacard. 
[ExtiMt.] 

Fo.  104.]  UiaTED  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  July  4, 1863. 
Snt:  •  •  •  •  •        ■     • 

The  clearance  of  the  Snmt«r,  called  tlie  Qibraltar,  appears  in  tiie 
papers  this  morning  for  Ifassan.  I  forgot  to  mention  yesterday  that  she 
IS  commanded  by  a  southerner  by  the  name  of  E.  0.  Beid.  M.  G.  Kling- 
endei's  name  figures  as  her  consignee. 

•  •  ■  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon,  WxLiaAu  H.  Sbwabd. 

Seeretaryof  State, 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitraot.] 

No.  449.]  Legation  op  the  UmTED  States, 

■London,  July  10, 1863. 
Sm:        •••••••• 

The  Sumter  has  sailed  at  last,  heavily  laden  with  cannon  and  stores. 
It  appears  that  the  British  government  attempted,  at  first,  to  atop  her, 
but  desisted  on  the  aflaurance  that  the  heavy  guns  were  only  sent  as 
freight.  Ko  answer  whatever  has  been  given  to  my  representations  of 
the  law  tooching  this  case.    The  government  which  never  acknowledges 
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the  right  of  transfer  of  an  armed  belligerent  vessel  to  a  neatral  when 
-  itself  a  party  in  the  war,  has  quietly  permitted  the  act  to  be  done  in  her 
own  ports,  when  herself  a  nentral.  Of  conrse  she  cannot  venture  to  gO 
farther  and  reclaim  her  shotdd  she  be  captured  anywhere  on  the 
ocean. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAEIiES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WjLLLLBt  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THE  NASHVILLB. 

Mr.  WelU  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  10.]  TTkited  States  Conhuute, 

Bermuda,  November  1, 186L 

SiE :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  steamer  Nashville  arrived  here  on 
the  30th  ultimo.  While  she  was  on  her  way  to  the  dock  yard  I  called 
npon  his  excellency  the  governor  and  informed  him  of  the  character  rf 
the  vessel,  and  the  probable  cause  of  her  coming  here,  and  asked  him 
to  order  that  no  supplies  should  be  granted  to  her.  The  governor  desired 
me  to  make  my  apphcation  in  writing,  which  I  did,  apd  the  copies  of  my 
letters  and  his  reply  are  herewith  inclosed.  • 

The  Nashville  left  the  dock  ywd  yesterday  afternoon,  and  is  now  lying 
in  the  port  of  St.  Qeorge,  and  preparations  are  being  made  to  sapply  her 
with  five  or  six  hundred  tons  of  coal.  With  the  ordinary  fiicilitieshere, 
it  will,  I  think,  take  five  days  to  put  this  quantity  on  board,  and  as  Sim- 
daj  intervenes,  it  will  probably  be  six  days  at  least  before  she  can  get  to 
sea.  It  is  possible  that  the  labwers  here,  who  are  now  discossing  ihe 
character  of  this  vessel,  may  reftiae  to  woit,  and  in  this  event  ha 
stay  here  may  be  prolonged  for  several  days  beyond  the  time  men- 
tioned. 

From  information  on  which  I  think  I  can  rely,  the  Nashville  left 
Charleston  on  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  is  bonnd  to  Liverpool 
A  newspaper,  the  Charleston  Mercury  of  the  26th  ultimo,  has  been  shown 
me,  which  came  from  her.  Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  were  to  have  taken 
passage  by  her ;  indeed,  they  had  gone  on  boanl,  but  fearing  detention 
on  the  bar,  were  transferred  to  a  smaller  steamer,  which,  it  is  supposed, 
conveyed  them  to  one  of  the  southern  islands. 

The  Nashville  appears  to  have  no  armament,  only  two  small  iron  guns 
forward,  and  the  commander  stated  at  the  costom-hoase  that  these  vera 
the  only  guns  on  board 

I  shall  hand  t«  the  master  of  the  vessel  who  forwfurds  this,  and  saOB 
to-day,  a  letter  addressed  to  the  commander  of  any  United  States  Bhip 
of  war  which  he  may  chance  to  meet  with  on  bis  passage  to  New  ToA, 
stating  that  the  Nashville  Is  here,  of  the  probable  time  she  will  be  de- 
tained, and  her  supposed  destination.  The  steamer  from  8t,Thomaafor 
Halifax  is  due  here  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  write  the  United  States  con- 
sul at  Hallux,  requesting  him  to  telegraph  to  yon  the  same  iufoma- 
tion. 

No  vessel  belonging  to  our  navy  has  been  signalled  here  since  tbe 
departure  of  the  Connecticut  on  the  2l8t  pltimo.         ,    C  UkwIc 
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AM  that  it  has  been  in  my  power  to  do  to  prevent  tbe  Naehville  from 
obtaining  a  supply  of  coal  here  has  been  done.  The  person  who  has 
engaged  to  snpply  her  has  been  deaf  to  my  argtunents  and  remonstrances, 
and  I  can  only  now  fold  my  hands  and  hope  and  pray  that  one  of  onr  ves- 
sels of  war  may  come  here  before  her  departure. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obediAit  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sdwakd, 

Setretary  of  State. 

An  officer  from  the  N'ashville  has  stated  that  he  saw  the  commander 
of  the  steamer  Bermuda  the  day  before  tiiey  1^  Oharleston,  and  tliat 
it  was  proposed  to  load  the  Beimuda  with  cotton,  and  dispatch  her  for 
Liverpwd. 


Mr.  WelU  to  Qovvmor  OrA. 

United  States  Consulate, 

8t.  George,  October  30, 1861. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that  an  armed  steam 
vessel,  under  the  flag  of  the  so-caUed  Confederate  States  of  Ajuerica. 
arrived  here  this  afternoon,  and  is  now  at  anchor  near  her  Miyesty's  naval 
yard. 

This  Teasel  has,  I  learn,  called  here  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal,  and  as 
she  has  been  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  committing  depredations  on  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  respectfully  solicit  that  your  excellency 
win  be  pleased  to  order  that  no  supplies  may  be  granted  her  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
His  Excellency  Lient  Col.  Haset  St.  Geoege  Ord, 

Oovenurr,  (fee.,  dbc,  (fee. 


Mr.  WeUg  to  Governor  Ord. 

United  States  Consulate, 

St.  George,  OeUiber  31, 1861. 
SlE:  I  hitve  been  informed  this  morning  that  the  steam  vessel,  in 
reference  to  wliicb  I  had  the  honor  yesterday  to  address  your  excellency, 
is  now  on  her  way  to  this  port,  where  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
John  T.  Fisher,  esq.,  police  magistrate  of  this  town,  to  supply  her  with 
coaL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  WELLS. 
His  Excellency  Lieut  CoL  Habby  St.  Gboboe  Obd, 

Governor,  &<k,  ac.,  (Ec. 


Qmemor  Ord  to  Mr.  Weii». 

MotJNT  Lanqton,  October  31, 1861. 
Sra:  IhavethehonortoacknowledgethereceiptofyonrcommunioatloB 
of  the  30th  instant,  informing  me  than  an  armed  steam  vessel,  beadng 
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£he  flog  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  of  America,  has  arrived  here 
for  the  purpose  of  ohtaining  a  enpply  of  coal,  and  requestmg  me  to  order 
that  no  supplies  may  be  granted  to  her ;  and,  in  reply,  I  beg  to  acquaint 
yoa  that  the  officer  commanding  this  vessel  had  made  an  applicatioo  to 
be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  stores  of  her  Haje^'s 
dock  yard,  and  has  been  informed  that  bia  request  cannot  be  complied 
frith. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  stating  that  the  vessel  referred  to  is  now  on  her  way  to  the 
port  of  St.  George,  where  arrangements  have  been  made  with  J,  T. 
F^er,  esq.,  to  snpply  her  with  ctrala 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

H.ST.GEOEGBOBD, 
Oovemor  and  Oommaader-in-ObUsf. 
F.  B.  WELLB,  Esq., 

United  Statea  Consul 


Mr.  Wellg  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ITo.  13.]  United  States  Consulatb, 

Bermuda,  November  8, 1861. 

Sm ;  I  had  the  honor  to  address  yoa  on  the  Ist  instant  relative  to 
tbe  steamer  If ashvllle,  which  vessel  left  here  at  noon  on  the  dth  instant. 

I  also  forwarded  to  you  a  letter  which  I  had  received  from  the  gov* 
eruor  of  the  island  concerning  the  !Nashville.  From  that  letter  it  might 
be  inferred  that  the  authorities  here  felt  no  disposition  to  extend  assist- 
.  anee  to  that  vessel.  But  it  was  well  known  to  the  governor  and  the  snpw- 
intendent  of  the  dock  yard  that  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  coal  kept 
here  by  merchants ;  and  the  commander  of  the  Nashville,  when  he  made 
his  application  "  to  be  allowed  to  draw  a  supply  of  coal  from  the  stores 
of  her  M^esty's  dock  yard,  and  was  informed  that  his  request  could 
not  be  complied  with,"  was  doubtless  made  aware  of  the  foct  that  other 
BOOrces  of  supply  were  open  to  him,  and  when  such  was  the  case  that 
it  was  not  the  rule  to  grant  stores  from  the  dock  yard. 

Bat  what  would  have  been  done,  had  there  been  no  co^  in  the  mar- 
ket, was  soon  made  apparent  The  Kashville  commenced  coaling  Fri- 
day morning,  trnd  that  day  a  telegraph  was  sent  to  the  dock  yaid  thait 
the  snpply  was  probably  lusufBcient,  and  a  request  was  made  for  two 
hondred  tons  from  the  yard.  That  night  a  gunboat  went  from  the  yard 
to  St.  George,  and  the  lieatenant  in  charge  was  seen  to  go  on  board  the 
Kashville,  and  in  a  short  time  he  retiimed  to  the  yard.  At  this  time 
the  bark  Oraville,  of -Bockland,  Maine,  was- discharging  coal  in  the  yard, 
and  on  Friday  evening  the  master  of  the  Oraville  was  notified  that  the 
Nashville  was  c<Hning  there  next  morning  to  take  two  hundred  tons  of 
coal,  and  he  was  directed  to  remove  his  ship  from  the  wharf  and  give 
place  to  the  steamer  as  soon  as  she  was  seen  on  her  way  up.  But  the 
supply  at  St.  George  was  fonnd  to  be  sufficient,  and  the  ^te^er  did  not 
return  to  the  yard. 

When  the  collector  of  customs  claimed  the  light  dues  for  the  Nash- 
ville, her  commander  objected  to  ite  payment,  and  on  reCuring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  governor,  the  collector  was  instructed  to  relinquish  the  dum, 
and  "  to  extend  the  same  courtesies  to  the  Nashville  that  were  due  to 
any  other  vessel  of  war." 

I  passedacrossthewhaif  themorningthe^ashTineoommenoedjiwaling. 
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A  lai^e  number  of  coal  baskets  were  ranged  there,  filled,  marked  B,  O^ 
(Board  of  Ordaance,)  and  while  I  was  observing  them  a  man  in  the  em-, 
ploy  of  the  military  storekeeper  who  had  furnished  the  baskets  came 
along,  and  with  a  pot  of  black  paint  effaced  the  letters.  The  militaiy 
storekeeper  woidd  probably  not  hare  felt  it  iucnmbent  on  him  to  keep 
op  appearances  by  disrating  or  putting  his  baskets  oot  of  office  if  h« 
had  been  informed  of  the  governor's  instructions  respecting  the  coal. 

Unosoal  coart«sies  were  extended  by  the  offloera  of  the  garrison  to 
the  officers  of  the  ITashville,  and  all  the  cirenmstances  attending  the 
visit  of  that  vessel  hero  show  that  she  was  almost  nniversaUy  regarded 
with  fiiendly  feelings. 

The  Xashville  took  about  five  hundred  tons  of  coal.  Her  c(»nmander 
purchased  another  lot,  about  tour  hundred  tons,  all  there  is  now  for 
sate,  and  directed  it  to  be  furnished  to  any  other  "  confederate  "  vessel 
that  might  come  here.  When  the  Fingal  came  in  (the  arrival  of  that 
vessel  and  apparently  intended  voyage  was  commanicated  to  you  on  the 
3d  instant)  he  pennitted  her  to  be  supplied  from  that  stock. 

The  officers  of  the  Nashville  and  the  passengers  of  the  Fingal  were 
almost  constantly  together,  and  the  mate  of  the  Fingal  and  several  of 
her  passengers  have  been  recognized  here  as  formerly  residents  of  Savan- 
nah. A  large  quantity  of  crushed  sugar,  coffee,  flannel,  and  blankets 
was  purcha^  for  the  Fingal,  and  she  left  here  yesterday  afternoon, 
reporting  to  be  bound  to  Jamaica,  via  Nassau,  If.  P.  She  is  an  iron  ves- 
sel, haiU  from  Glasgow,  is  a  propeller,  rigged  as  a  topsail  schooner,  is 
about  five  hundred  tons  burden,  and  drew  eleven  feet  nine  inches  when 
she  went  to  sea. 

The  Nashville  brought  here  two  Charleston  pilots.  One  of  these  men 
was  transfened  to  the  Fingal  and  left  here  in  that  vesseL 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfblly,  youi  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  B.  WELLS. 

Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Bbwabd, 

Secretory  o/Sftrie. 

[From  Britiah  Hue  Book,  "  North  Ameiioa,"  Ho.  6, 186^  p.  L] 
N0.1.     ' 
The  Seoretary  to  ike  Admiralty  to  Mr.  ^urmond, 

AdmikALTT,  Jfovember  21, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admi- 
ralty to  send  to  you  herewHii,  for  the  information  of  her  M^esty's  sec- 
retly of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  copies  of  telegrams  which  have 
passed  this  morning  betweep  the  admirall?  and  Captain  Patey,  the 
superintendent  of  packets  at  Southampton,  relative  to  the  steamer 
Nashville,  belonging  to  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 
My  lords  desire  to  be  informed  what  orders,  if  any,  should  be  given. 
I  am,  &C., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


TelegranuvhiiA  lune p<u8ed  between  tha  Admiralty  and  Coptotn  Potey,  iTo- 
vember  21, 1861. 

No.  1.  From  Captain  Patey. — Confederate  war-steamer  Nashville,  of 
two  guns  and  eigh^  men,  jnst  arrived  from  Bermuda.    She  ia  com- 
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mauded  by  Oaptaio  Peagram,  and  two  days  ednoe  captnred  ajid  bnraed 
at  sea  a  Havre  United  States  packet  ship,  and  now  hag  the  crew  <hi 
board,  thirty  iu  Dnmber. 

JSo.  2.  From  Captain  Patey. — Understand  that  OBptaJn  of  ooofeder- 
ate  vessel  is  very  anxious  respecting  soutliem  conunissioners,  and  aim 
whether  theie  ia  any  objection  to  his  landing,  uid  his  vessel  receiving 
supplies. 

No.  3.  From  Admiralty. — ^Are  soatiieni  oommissioDeni  on  boiurd  I 

No.  i.  From  Gaptain  Patey. — "So. 

ITo.  5.  From  Gapt^n  Patey. — Has  oa  board  Colonel  Peyton,  commis- 
sioner of  North  Carolina.  Gaptain  informs  me  sontibeni  commiaaitMien 
aze  coming  by  next  West  India  packet. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  76.]  Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  22, 1S6L 

3iB:  At  aboat  one  o'clock  yesterday,  being  the  2l8t  of  November,  I 
received  a  telegraphic  communication  from  Captain  Britton,  t3ie  consul 
of  tdie  United  States  at  Southampton,  annonncing  Hie  painful  intelli- 
geuce  of  the  arrival  at  that  port  of  tlie  steamer  Nashville,  which  had 
mn  the  blockade  at  Charleston,  and  had  brought  in  tlie  captain,  twenty- 
seven  seamen,  and  one  passenger  of  the  United  States  merchant  sh^ 
Harvey  Birch,  which  it  had  forcibly  seized  on  the  high  seas  whilst  on 
her  voyage  from  Havre  to  New  York,  and  had  set  on  fire  and  burned. 
I  immediately  sent  a  direction  to  Captain  Britton,  carefully  to  collect  all 
the  facts  in  connection  with  the  ai&iir,  and  to  transmit  them  to  me  at  as 
earl^  a  moment  as  practicable.  At  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I 
received  a  visit  from  Gaptain  Nelson,  the  master  of  the  Harvey  Birch, 
who  had  been  sent  up  fr^m  Southampton  to  see  me  and  to  communicate 
such  information  as  he  possessed.  So  important  did  the  substance  of  it 
appear  that  I  requested  him  to  perpetuate  his  testimony,  in  the  form  of 
a  deposition  regularly  taken  by  Mr,  Morse,  the  consul  at  London,  in 
order  that  1  might  make  it  ths  basis  of  a  formal  application  to  the  Brit- 
ish government  for  its  intervention.  ' 

So  great  has  been  the  delay  in  preparing  the  paper,  which  has  not 
yet  come  to  hand,  that  I  fiud  I  sh^  not  be  able  to  mature  all  the  neces- 
sary documents  in  season  for  the  dispatch  bag  which  goes  to  Liverpool 
iu  about  an  honr  &om  this  time.  I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  get  all 
the  papers  copied  to  go  iu  the  general  mail  to  Queenstown  to-morroff 
night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Britton  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Unitbd  States  Gonsxh-ate, 

Southampton,  November  22, 1861. 
SiE :  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  in  South- 
ampton docks  of  the  rebel  steamship  Nashville,  having , on  board  the 
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(fficers  and  crew  of  tbe  late  New  York  ship  Harvey  Birc^,  which  ship 
the  rebels  fli^t  plmidered  and  afterward  totally  destroyed  by  Are.  They 
brought  the  crew  here  in  irons,  bat  on  arrivBl  tnmed  them  on  shore.  I 
forwarded  fhll  particalars  to  ma  excellency  Charles  F.  Adams,  United 
Btatee  minister  in  London.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  course  her  Bri- 
tannic M^je6ty'8  government  will  take  nnder  the  circnmstanees.  I  may 
ftuther  add  that  the  rebel  steamer  requires  considerable  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  yery  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  BRITTON, 

United  States  Oonaut. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd,  ^ 

Seoretary  of  8tate, 


[From  British  Bine  Bcwk,  "  HoiQi  America,"  No.  6,  1863,  p.  1.] 

No.  2. 

Mr.  Sammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty.* 

FoEEiGN  Office,  2{ovemher  22, 1861. 
Sib:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  reporting  the 
arrival  at  Southampton  of  the  steamer  ^Nashville,  in  the  service  of  the 
so-8tyled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  I  am  directed  by  Earl 
BusseU  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
admiralty  to  give  directions  that  the  Nashville  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
equip  herself  more  completely  as  a  veseel  of  war,  or  to  take  in  guns  or 
monitions  of  war. 
I  am,  &c, 

E.  HAMliOND. 


,    IFrom  Biititb  Bine  Book,  "North  ijnerica,"  No.  6, 1962,  p.  2.] 

No.  3. 

The  Secretary  to  ike  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Abktbalty,  November  22, 1861. 
SiK:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  I  am  com- 
manded by  m^  lords  commissioners  of  the  admir^ty  to  send  you  here- 
with, for  the  information  of  Earl  Buasell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  trom  Cap- 
tain Patey  dated  the  2l8t  instant,  and  of  two  telegrams  received  last 
night  and  this  morning  from  that  officer^  giving  further  information 
respecting  the  confederate  steamer  Nashvdle. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  KOMAINB. 


[Inclo«iire  No.  1.] 
Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Southampton,  Hovember  21, 1861. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  for  the.information  of  the  lords 
conunisaiouers  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  confederate  American  steam 


'  A  ■uniUt  leU«r  was  addreesed  to  tbe  Home  Offioe. 
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(paddle)  vessel  ^H'sshville,  Lieatenant  Peagram  commaDding,  arriTed  at 
tins  port  at  8^  a.  m.  to-day. 

2.  Tbis  vessel  is  armed  with  two  six-ponnder  rifled  grms,  and  has  a 
crew  of  eighty  men.  Bfae  was  parchaaed  tor  the  express  purpose  of 
bringing  two  southern  commissioners  to  England;  who  did  not^ how- 
ever, embark  in  her  at  Charleston,  as  originally  intended,  in  conseqaenoe 
of  the  northern  blockade  of  that  port,  and  the  fear  that  she  drew  too 
mocfa  water  for  readily  crossing  the  bar  with  certainty. 

3.  The  two  commissioners  subsequently,  with  their  families,  proceeded 
to  the  Havana  by  some  other  roate;  and  I  am  informed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Nashville  that  they  wUl  come  to  Enghuid  by  the  West 
India  packet  due  here  on  the  28th  instant. 

4.  Colonel  Peyton,  a  commissioner  of  North  Carolinaj  and  his  wife, 
are  on  hoard  the  Naahvillc,  and  intend  proceeding  immediately  to 
London. 

5.  I  beg  farther  to  report  that  the  Nashville  appears  to  have  passed 
through,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  Jjuerican  federal  ships 
blockading  Charleston,  and  proceeded  t«  Bermuda,  from  whence  she 
sailed  on  the  5th  instant. 

6.  At  10  a.  m.  of  the  19th  instant,  in  latitude  49°  &  north,  and  longi- 
tnde  9°  59*  west,  she  fell  in  with  the  American  sailing  ship  Harvey 
Birch,  of  1,500  tons,  with  a  crew  of  twenty-nine  officers  and  men,  firom 
Havre,  in  pallast,  bonnd  to  New  York.  The  master  and  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch  were  ordered  on  hoard  the  Nashville  with  what  effects 
they  could  coUect,  and  their  ship  was  then  set  on  fire,  and  at  1  p.  m-,  the 
Harvey  Birch  being  in  a  complete  blaze,  the  Nashville  left  her. 

7.  Twenty-flve  of  the  crew  of  the  Harvey  Birch  were  placed  in  ironB, 
the  master  and  three  offlcera  being  allowed  their  parole  on  pledging 
themselves  not  to  create  any  revolt.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch  have  now  been  liberated,  and  landed  at  this  port 

8.  The  Nashvlllb  came  into  the  docks  this  morning,  and,  having 
^countered  very  heavy  weather  on  her  passage  from  Bermuda,  it  is 
the  intention  she  should  be  placed  in  dry  dock,  and  undergo  calking 
and  other  repairs. 

I  am,  &c, 

CHAS.  B.  PATET. 


[Inolosnre  No.  2.] 
Telegraitu  addreaaed  by  Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiraltg. 

No.  1.  November  21,  9.42  p.  m.,  Southampton. — Head  officer  of  cos- 
toms  is  unable  to  afford  the  desired  information,  but  captun  informa  me 
he  has  a  commission  from  the  confederate  government,  and  that  the 
ship  is  a  man-of-war. 

No.  2.  November  22, 11  a.  m.,  Southampton. — Confederate  American 
is  commissioned  aa  a  regular  man-of-war.  Captain  in  London.  My 
Secretary  goes  to  town  by  next  train  with  particulars. 

Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Ertraot.] 

No.  77.]  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

London^  November  23, 1861. 
SiB:  I  seize  the  opportunity  of  the  departure  of  Judge  Goodrich  to 
send  by  him  the  papers  which  I  had  intended  to  commit  to  the  generd 
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mail.  These  consist  of  a  copy  of  a  note  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed 
by  me  to  Lord  Rasaell,  on  the'sabject  of  the  outrage  committed  by  the 
Kashville,  and  a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Captain  yelson,  which  accom- 
panies it.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  some  vessel  cannot  be  spared  to 
be  present  on  this  side  to  deter  adventarers  &om  the  commission  of  such 
vanton  acts;  but  nnleSs  it  comes  commanded  by  thoronglily  good  offi- 
cers, it  were  tar  better  to  be  wltfaoat  any.  At  present  the  indignation 
among  the  American  marine  now  here  ia  general,  and  I  doubt  not  when 
this  news  arrives  in  America  it  will  spread  far  and  wide  over  the  sea- 
board. In  my  opinion,  this  is  the  greatest  mistake  the  inanrgents  have 
yet  committed.  The  owner  of  the  destroyed  vessel  has  heretofore  been, 
as  I  am  told,  one  of  their  best  Mends,  and  is  himself  a  large  slave  owner 
in  Texas. 

After  consnltation  with  Mr.  Morse,  I  concluded  to  advise  Captain 
Nelson  to  consult  counsel  on  the  expedient  of  taking  measures  to 
recover  his  property  retained  by  the  mast^  of  the  Nashville,  and  thus, 
endeavor  to  bring  the  question  of  his  authority  before  the  courts.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  steps  are  to  be  taken  to-day  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  presume  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  assume  whatever  ezpeose 
may  be  incurred  in  this  process. 

•  •■•••* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBAKOIS  ADAMS. 

Hon,  'WILLIAM  H.  8EWAB0, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adami  to  Earl  l£u»»elL 

Leqation  op  the  United  States, 

Ztrndon,  November  22, 1881. 

The  nudersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiiuy  . 
of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  right  honorable 
Earl  BuBsell,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
affairs,  the  aocompanymg  papers  received  from  Mr.  Freeman  H.  Morse, 
consul  of  the  United  States  at'  London,  respecting  the  wanton  capture 
and  destruction  by  fire  of  an  American  merchant  vessel,  the  Harvey 
Birch,  of  New  York,  on  the  high  sea«,  by  the  order  of  the  master  of  an 
armed  steamer  cidled  the  Nashville,  wluch  has  now  sought  for  protec- 
tion  by  putting  into  the  port  of  Southampton,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
ber  M^esty's  realm. 

It  would  appear  from  the  statement  contained  in  these  papers,  if  the^y 
be  in  accordance  with  fact,  that  the  vessel  which  committed  this 
aggression  was  not  equipped  under  a  commission  as  a  ship  of  war,  nor 
even  with  the  pretence  of  a  letter  of  marque,  bat  that  she  was  sent 
&om  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  by  persons  in  armed  resistance  to 
the  government  of  tbe  United  States,  to  Great  Britain,  on  a  special 
mission,  and  with  the  avowed  design  that  she  should  be  refitted  in  her 
ports  and  made  a  formidable  vessel  of  war;  and  further,  that  the  officers 
who  came  in  her  should  be  put  in  command  of  two  other  ships,  alleged 
to  be  now  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  a  similar  purpose, 
to  wit :  all  to  be  used  in  carrying  on  a  war  against  a  iriendly  power— 
the  United  States. 

The  act  of  willfully  bnnung  a  private  merchant  ship,  whilst  pursning 
its  way  quietly  to  its  destination  in  its  own  country,  seems  in  itself 
35  A  0— TOL.  n 
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little  to  hannonize  with  tiie  genual  ieDtiraent  among  civilized  and 
commercial  nations,  even  when  it  is  oommittod  under  iht  aathority  of  a 
leoognized  belligerent;  but  when  volimtarily  nndertak^i  by  iudivid- 
luds,  not  vested  witii  the  powers  guierally  aeknowledged  to  be  nocesBuy 
to  Justify  aggressire  warfwe,  it  approximates  too  closely  within  the 
de^ition  of  piracy  to  receive  the  smallest  eowiten^ce  trom  aay 
Christian  peopla  The  undersigned  caunet  permit  himself  to  dMiM 
that  her  M^iesty's  gorernmeot,  which  has  voluDtarily  reaonnced  tba 
anthority  to  wage  private  war  at  sea,  would  not  &il  to  visit  witJi  its 
utmost  indif^atioo  any  attempt  to  seek  shelter  under  its  jurisdictioa 
frmn  the  conseqaenoes  of  indulging  a  purely  pcKtisui  malice  in  onao- 
tlkoriied  aots  of  violence  on  the  ocean. 

The  purpose  of  the  uuderHigned,  in*  presenting  these  papers  to  the 
owtidccation  ot  Lord  BasseU,  is  to  request  that  her  Sl^esty'a  govem- 
nent  will  caoae  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  circouiateaoee  atteudingr 
this  eztcaoidinaty  proceeding,  and  will  adopt  sneh  measorea  aa  the  oasa. 
upon  investigation,  may  seem  to  demand.  This  incpiiiy  may  be  solicited 
to  the  ascertainment  of  two  classes  of  l^cts.  The  flrst,  as  to  the  author- 
ity possessed  by  this  vessd  to  commit  so  f^gressive  an  act  on  t^  citi- 
zens of  a  &iend]y  power,  and  then  to  claim  a  refiige  and  recognition  in 
the  harbors  of  Great  Britain.  The  second,  in  ca»e  the  nature  »f  that 
authority  be  deemed  sufficient,  at  least  in  the  view  of  her  Uiyest^s 
government,  aa  to  Uie  porposes  for  which  the  ship  is  alleged  to  have 
come  across  the  ocean,  to  wit :  the  making  more  eifeetive  prepaintion 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  for  carrying  on  a  war  against  the  people 
of  a  friendly  nation.  la  the  former  case  t£e  question  will  arise  whether 
the  vessel  be  or  be  not  subject  to  due  process  of  law  aa  a  common  dis- 
turber of  the  peace  of  the  world ;  in  the  second,  whether  a  recognized 
belligerent  shall  or  shall  not  be  permitted  with  impunity  to  violate  the 
terms  of  her  M^esty's  proclamation  forbidding  the  fltnng  out  within 
the  ports  of  Great  Britain  of  any  armament  intended  to  be  used  against 
a  nation  with  which  she  is  at  peace. 

The  undersigned  is  compelled,  with  great  reluctance,  to  c^  the 
attention  of  Lord  Bnssell  to  the  fact  that,  fin*  a  period  of  many  montlis, 
large  steamers  have  been  built,  equipped,  and  dispatched  from  her 
Mf^esty's  ports  by  persons  ill-disposed  to  the  gov^^ment  of  the  United 
States,  with  Uie  intent  to  supply  those  who  are  in  anns  to  overtiirow 
it  with  farther  materials  to  attain  their  object.  On  tiie  15th  of  Aagost 
last  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  address  a  note  to  his  lordship, 
pointing  out  the  case  of  tiie  steamer  Bermuda,  laden  with  a  great 
amount  of  contraband  of  war,  then  about  to  depart  ftom  a  port  ot 
Great  Britain.  That  steamer  is  known,  subsequently,  to  have  nude  its 
way  into  the  harbor  of  Savannah,  in  the  Stat^  of  Gleorgi^  »"port  held 
by  the  insurgents  against  the  government  of  the  United  States.  To 
that  application  ttie  undersigned  had  the  honor  to  receive  tor  answer 
from  his  lordship  that  there  was  no  evidence  in  the  hands  of  her  M^es- 
ty's  government  sufficient  to  establish  the  intent  of  a  wrongftil  voyage, 
and  therefore  that  the  parties  who  might  afterward  engage  in  it  only 
deprived  themselves  of  all  protection  &om  the  consequences  to  them 
that  might  attend  its  ultimate  prosecation.  Not  inHewuble  to  the  tome 
of  this  reasoning  upon  a  technical  construction  of  tlie  twms  trf  her 
M^esty'a  proclamation,  and  the  statute  to  which  it  refMxed,  the  nmhw- 
stgned  has  desisted  from  making  Ihrther  re[H«eestations  in  eeven^  sub- 
sequent cases  of  a  similar  kind  which  have  heretofore  come  within  his 
knowledge,  and  are  even  now  under  his  obsenUtion,  Hfdtiier  is  it  at 
all  within  his  present  purpose  to  enter  Into  any  complaint  of  her  Kfye*- 
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ty'a  goTernment  for  this  ooorse.  Mi:^  regret  m  he  eotertaina  at  the 
annoyaDce  and  oonseqnent  irritatioa  oaturiUly  exeited  among  the  citi- 
sens  of  his  counb-y  by  the  obsM'vatioD  of  what  may  be  made  to  appew 
to  be  hostile  acts,  though  tudoubtedly  not  so  intended,  he  is  too  well 
aware  of  the  difficoities  inherent  in  the  operations  of  every  free  gov- 
enuoeot  not  to  be  ready  to  make  tai^  ftllovauce  for  the  skill  which 
eril-dlBpoaed  persona  may  use  to  evade  the  provisions  of  the  most  strin- 
gent law.  Bnt  the  case  now  presented  is  one  of  a  kind  somewhat  differ- 
ent from  all  the  preceding  ones.  It  seems  to  involve  the  necessity  on 
the  part  of  her  H^>est;y's  government  either  of  recognizing  a  belliger- 
e&t,  or  of  denonuoing  a  wrong-doer.  And,  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
former  alternative,  it  presents  to  their  notice  a  res^Muisible  party  as  the 
directing  fbrce  to  proceeding  which  can  have  no  assignable  motive  other 
thui  that  of  proeeenting,  nnder  the  protection  they  afford,  the  hostili- 
ties already  aneqnivocally  commenced  against  the  oitisens  of  a  power 
limg  in  friendly  redatious  with  them.  If  it  should  be  the  result  of  the 
inveetigation  solicited  to  prove  any  or  ^l  of  these  allegiationB,  the 
ODdersigned  has  not  the  disposition  to  entertain  a  single  doubt  of  the 
desire  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  meet  every  espectatiou  that  can 
reastHtably  be  fbrmed  of  their  ultimate  determination. 

In  ooDolnaion,  the  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that  the 
request  he  luia  made  on  behalf  of  his  government  is  no  more  than 
that  government  has  heretofore  shown  its^  willing  in  similar  cases  to 
grant  When  her  Majesty's  miuister  at  Washington  called  upon  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1855,  to  institute  an  inves- 
tigation into  certain  proceedings  in  the  equipment  of  the  bark  Maury  in 
the  harbor  of  Kew  York,  augpected  to  be  iotended  as  a  privateer  daring 
the  war  that  was  tlten  going  on,  they  lost  no  time  in  ioatitating  a  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  vessel  and  all  the  attending  circumstances, 
which  ended  in  establishing  to  the  satlBikction  of  all  persons,  including 
her  H^esty'a  officers,  though  not  without  great  loss  and  damage  to  the 
innocent  owners,  that  no  such  violation  oi  the  laws  of  neutrality  had 
been  intended. 

Earnestly  desirous  of  preserving  intact  the  friendly  relations  which 
have  continued  to  prevaU  for  so  long  a  time  between  the  two  countries. 
it  is  doe  to  her  Majesty's  government  that  the  undersigned  should 
apprise  Lord  Bnssell  that  the  present  application  is  necessarily  made 
without  instniotioDB  from  his  goverameot,  and  therefore  remains  snb- 
ject  to  their  confirmation. 

The  undersigned  desires  to  rMiew  to  Earl  Bnssell  the  aasurances  of 
the  highest  consideration  vitii  which  he  has  the  honor  to  be  his  lord- 
ship's »OBt  obedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FKAKCI3  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Busbbll,  Jkc.,  <£».,  tfic 


D^oiition  of  Captain  Setaon. 

I,  William  Baarj  Kelson,  of  the  tity  of  'Sew  fork,  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  master  mariner,  do  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly 
swear  that  I  sailed  fi'om  the  said  city  of  Kew  York  on  the  20th  day  of 
September  last,  as  nuMter  of  and  in  the  ship  Harvey  Birch,  of  New  York, 
a  ship  owned  and  registered  in  New  York  in  conformity  with  the  laws 
sf  the  Uated  States,  booad  for  the  port  ef  Havre  de  Qrace,  in  fVance, 
with  a  cargo  oonsislong  of  wheat.    About  the  ninth  day  of  October  I 
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arriTed  at  Havre,  and  having  discharged  the  cargo  of  my  ship  and  bal- 
lasted her,  I  sailed  in  her  again  for  the  port  of  New  York  on  the  IMl 
day  of  November,  first  having  received  the  register,  crew  list,  articles  and 
all  papers  belongiDg  to  the  ship,  in  proper  form  from  the  Unitod  StHtes 
consul  there.  On  the  morning  of  Toesday,  the  19th  instant,  the  ship 
then  being  in  abont  latitude  i9°  0&  N.,  longitude  9°  52'  W.,  a  steamer 
was  made  oat,  bearing  for  the  Harvey  Birch,  which,  on  get^g  nearer, 
was  fonnd  to  be  au  armed  vessel,  and  hoistea  at  the  peak  the  flag  of  tiie 
so-called  Confederate  States,  and  when  within  hailing  distance  a  person 
on  board,  who  I  learned  was  the  captain,  balled  my  ^ip,  saying  "  Hml 
down  yoor  colors  and  heave  the  ship  to" — the  ensign  of  the  United 
States  tteing  at  this  time  flying  at  the  peak  of  my  vessel ;  this  order  was 
complied  with,  and  I  then  received  the  order  "Lower  your  boat  and 
come  on  board,"  which  I  also  complied  with,  taking  my  ship^s  pi^ters 
with  me.  After  arriving  on  board  the  steamer  I  was  introdnoed  by  tie 
,  first  lieutenant,  by  name  Pontleroy,  to  Oaptain  Pegram,  as  commander 
of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Nashville,  to  whom  I  produced  all  the 
papers  of  my  ship  for  examination,  to  show  that  I  was  engaged  in  leg^ 
trade.  Captain  Pegram  took  the  ship's  papers — he  did  not  return  them^ 
and  still  holds  them — and  then  told  me  that  he  should  hold  me  a  prisonw 
of  war,  by  authority  of  the  Confederate  States.  He  then  told  me  I 
might  go  on  board  my  ship,  and  I  was  ordered  to  s^id  my  orew  on  board 
l^e  steamer  as  quickly  as  possible.  I  retnmed  to  ray  ship,  and  at  once 
made  preparations  to  leave  her,  bat  orders  were  repeatedly  given  ftoni 
the  steamer  to  hurry  up,  and  sufficient  time  was  not  given  to  enable 
either  myself  or  my  crew  to  get  onr  effects  out  of  the  ship. 

The  second  lieutenant  with  other  officers  came  on  board  the  ship  fuid 
took  charge  of  her,  and  orders  were  given  to  seize  i^esh  stores,  &e.,  and 
in  conseqaence  thereof  all  the  fresh  meat,  poultry,  pigs,  eggs  and  butter, 
were  taken  out  and  put  on  bou^  the  steamer,  and  especially  it  was 
ordered  that  alt  the  oU,  tea,  coffee  and  sugar  should  be  put  on  board  ttie 
steamer,  which  was  done.  When  all  this  had  been  accomplished,  the 
crew  left  the  ship  by  order  of  the  second  lieutenant,  I  being  last  on  board, 
leaving  the  second  lieutenant  and  his  boat's  crew  in  charge  of  the  ship- 
After  arriring  on  board  the  steamer  we  saw  that  the  Harvey  Birch  was 
In  flames,  and  the  second  lieutenant  returned  on  board  the  steamer  with 
his  boat,  which  was  secured,  but  the  ship's  quarter  boats,  which  had 
been  used  in  communicating,  were  cast  adrift.  Captain  Pegram  now 
said,  "Now,  as  it  is  all  over,  we  will  give  her  a  gan,"  or  words  to.  that 
effect,  and  a  gun  was  discharged  at  the  ship,  but  withont  apparentiy 
hitting  her.  The  steamer  then  was  put  on  an  easterly  course,  the  crew 
of  the  ship  having  previously  been  put  in  irons.  I,  witti  my  offlcera, 
was  summoned  to  the  captain's  cabin,  and  there  signed,  at  the  request 
of  the  captain,  a  document  stating  that  we  would  not  take  up  arms 
against  them  while  in  their  custody,  he  having  said  that  I  and  my  officers 
should  have  our  liberty  on  board  when  we  had  signed  it.  I  was  fre- 
quently told  that  an  oath  would  be  exacted  of  as,  "  not  to  take  np  arms 
against  the  Confederate  States,"  before  I  ooold  be  liberated,  but  I  was 
liberated  without  any  such  being  taken.  . 

The  steamer  steamed  up  the  English  channel,  and  arrived  at  Sontti- 
ampton  at  abont  8  a.  m.  on  the  21st  instant,  and  came  to  anchor  hi  tlie 
rivet.  Captain  Pegram  then  told  me  that  I  and  my  crew  •were  at  liberty 
and  might  go  ashore,  but  he  refused  to  pot  as  ashore,  and  1  therefore 
employed  a  steam-tug  at  my  own  expense,  and  landed  my  crew  in  Soatli- 
ampton  docks  between  9  and  10  a.  m.,  and  tbey  wwe  taken  chargeof  by 
the  United  States  consul  there.   Bepeatedly,  whUe  on  board  the  steamer, 
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in  converaation  with  the  officers,  I  waa  told  that  she  was  not  fitted  oat 
as  a  vessel  of  war;  that  she  was  on  a  special  mission  to  England,  hut 
naval  officers  were  in  command  of  her.  Z  was  told  ,by  one  of  the  crew 
that  the  crew  origin^lj-  signed  articles  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to 
go  to  Liverpool,  but  that  before  sailing  the  officers  were  all  changed,  and 
new  articlee  were  brought  on  hoard,  which  the  crew  were  compelled  to 
sign  hy  threats  of  force.  I  was  also  informed  that  the  crew  was  com- 
pmed  of  English  and  Irish;  and  Colonel  Peyton,  a  person  who  came 
from  Charleston  in  her,  infttnned  me  that  her  officers  were  coming  here 
to  alter  the  vessel,  and  to  have  her  eoDverted  into  a  man-of-warj  and  to 
take  oonuDaod  of  two  oUier  vessels  now  fitting  oat  In  Great  Britain  as 
meD-frf-wai, 

The  chronometer  and  barometar  belonging  to  the  Harvey  Birch  were 
taken  by  Captain  Pegram,  who  refuses  to  deliver  them  np.  The  Harvey 
Birch  was  a  ship  six  years  old,  and  of  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-two 
tons  register.  Before  we  lost  sight  of  the  ship  her  masts  had  gone  over 
the  side,  and  her  hull  was  burnt  to  the  water's  edge. 

W.  H.  NELSON". 

Sworn  before  me,  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  liondon, 
this  22d  dav  of  November,  188L 

fSEAL  1  ^-  ^-  MOKSE, 

>■        '*  Contvl  of  the  United  States  of  America,  London. 


JIfr.  Mor»e  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  38.]         Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

London,  November  23, 1861. 

Sm :  The  leading  event  of  the  current  week  has  been  the  appearance  ' 
of  the  corsair  Nashville,  from  Charleston,  in  European  waters,  and  her 
vanton  and  m^icious  destruction  of  an  American  ship  by  bomiiig, 
about  seventy-five  miles  west  of  Cape  Clear,  off  the  southern  coast  of 
Ireland,  and  her  hold  entrance  into  a  British  port  for  coal  and  repairs 
the  day  following  the  committal  of  the  barbaroua  act.  It  has,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  created  mooh  comment  and  no  little  excitement  here. 

Sq  far  as  I  can  learn  and  judge,  the  public  voice  here  is  very  strong 
and  outspoken  in  condemning  and  denouncing  the  act  as  malicious  and 
piraticaL  It  has  taken  the  English  people  by  surprise,  and  is  doing 
much  to  enlighten  them  as  to  the  character  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we 
are  dealing. 

•  ••••• 

By  the  advice  of  Dr.  Deane  and  Sir  Hugh  CaimB,  an  officer  was  sent 
to  Southampton  to-day  to  demand  of  the  pirate  captain  the  chronometer 
and  the  barometer  of  the  burnt  ship  Harvey  Birch,  which  he  took  and 
refused  to  return  to  Captain  Nelson.  Tbis,  ^e  hope,  will  force  the  com-, 
mander  of  the  Nashville  to  sliow  whether  his  vessel  is  a  pirate  or  a 
licensed  buccaneer,  and  also  bring  before  the  government  here  some 
other  interesting  questionB. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c»  &c., 

F.  H.  MOESE,  Consul. 
Htm.  WnjjJLu  H.  Sswabd, 

Seeretary  of  State.  D„„zedbyCoOgle 
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No.  6. 

TJie  Secretary/  t»  the  Adrntraltn  to  Mr.  Hannmmd. 

Adiiibai.it,  S^ovembar  23, 186L. 
Sm :  I  MQ  commanded  by  my  lotia  commiaaioDcra  of  tbi6  Admiralty 
to  Bead  yoa  hwvvitlL,  for  tfae  infonuatian  of  her  M^ust^'B  eei»«tuy  « 
Btate  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  memonwlam,  and  of  its  iockMim, 
received  ye^erday  from  the  secretary  trf  Capt^n  Patf^,  giviB^  fnitltec 
informatioii  relative  to  the  Nashville  steam  vessel  belonging  to  the  w- 
styled  Confederate  States  of  America. 
I  am,  &0., 

W.  a.  BOMAINE. 


[Indosnie  No.  1.] 
Memorandum  by  Mr.  Messum,  Seeretarjf  to  Captain  Pateg. 

[ExtlACt] 

Inclosed  are — 

1.  A  copy  of  the  articles  under  which  the  crew  of  the  Nashville  have 
been  entered. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  Faontleroy,  appointing 
him  to  Confederate  States  navy. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  order  under  -which  Lieutenant  Bennett  is  detached 
tor  duty  on  board  Nashville. 


Copy  of  articlea  ngned  by  the  orew  of  the  Confederate  States  veiset  of  toar 
Nashville. 

Signing  uljcles  for  the  navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  witb 
Lieutenant  Commander  Robert  B.  Peagram,  Confederate  States  navy. 

■We,  the  undersigned,  do  agree  to  ship  in  the  navy  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  for  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  in  eaA 
capacity,  and  for  such  pay,  as  is  below  afSxed  to  our  respeetive  names, 
subject  to  all  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  sua 
navy  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

[List  of  crew  ranitted.] 


Commisaion  to  Charles  M.  Fauntleroy,from  the  president  of  ike  Cotfdf 
erate  States  of  America. 

The  president  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  to  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  greeting : 

Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  ocwfldence  in  the  patrietauii, 
valor,  fidelity,  and  abilities  of  Chu-les  91.  Fanntieroy,  I  do  appoint  him 
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a  lieatenant  in  Hie  nary  of  Uie  Coofedetate  States,  to  raokas  Bach  ftom 
the  10th  of  Jane,  A.  D.  1861. 

-  He  is,  therefore,  carefkilly  and  dili^ntly  to  dlBchfU'ge  the  doty  of 
lieutenant  by  doing  and  performing  all  mannw  of  tiiingB  thereunto 
belonging;  and  I  do  strietty  (diarge  all  offioMs  Mid  oth^  nnder  his 
command  to  be  obedient  to  his  orders  as  lieutenant. 

And  he  is  to  observe  and  ftillow  sn'di  orders  and  dliections  as  ftom 
time  to  tine  he  shall  reoeire  from  me,  or  the  ftatore  preadent  of  the 
Oonfederate  States  of  America,  or  the  superior  officers  set  over  him, 
acoordiDg  to  the  rank  and  discipline  of  war. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  city  of  Bichmond,  tliis  27tii  September, 
in-  ttie  year  of  obt  Lord  1661. 

JEFFEBS02T  DAVIS. 

By  the  President: 

8.  B.  Maixobt, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy. 


[btalMiiieiro.4.] 
C«piain  Bmkamm  to  iMnimtmt  Bennett,  0.  8.  HT. 

COSFBHERATK  StAT£S  OfFICB  OF  ObDEBS  ASD  DETAIL, 

Navy  Department,  Siehmond,  Septetnber  19, 1861. 
Sib  :  Yon  are  hereby  detached  from  the  Confederate  States  army,  and 
yon  will  proceed  to  Charleston,  Sonth  Carolina,  and  report  to  Captain 
D.  K.  Ingraham,  on  the  23d,  for  duty. 
I  am,  &c., 

FRANK  BUCHAlf  Ail, 

Captain  in  eharg4. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 

Beport  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  A.  B.  Peagram,  for  duty  on  board 
the  Kashvillek 

D.  TS.  ZNOBAHAM. 

Similar  orders  issued  to  each  of  the  officers  appoililed  to  the  S'aBh- 
Tille. 


[Fnnn  Btltlah  Ha«  Bo(^  "  Korth  AmflricK,"  No.  B,  1968,  p.  8.] 

Ko.7. 

Messrs.  OUverson,  Jjavie,  and  Peachey  to  Earl  RatseU, 

8  Fbbdebioe'b  Plagb,  Old  Jewry, 

Novmber  25, 1861. 

Mt  Lord  :  We  have  the  honor  to  apply  to  you  on  behalf  of  Captain 
HelsoD,  late  oommand^r  of  the  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  and  on 
behalf  of  her  owners,  on  the  subject  of  their  claim  against  the  captain 
of  the  Kashville,  the  American  vessel  now  in  the  Southampton  docks, 
who  recently  destroyed  the  Harvey  Birch  under  circumstances  which 
will  be  known  to  your  lordship. 

The  NaskviUe  has  now  on  board  her  certain  propertybelongingtotbe 
owneis  of  the  destroyed  vessel,  and,  acting  under  coansel's  advice,  an 
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application  haa  beea  this  moniiBg  made  to  tbe  owgiitivtes  at  Scmlli- 
,  ampton  to  issue  a  summona  or  -warrant  for  service  apon  Obtain  Pea- 
gram  of  the  S'aahvUIe,  calling  upon  bim,  by  productioD  of  tbe  authority 
under  which  he  acts,  or  otherwise,  to  show  caaae  why  he  should  not  deliver 
u^  to  Captain  Kelson  the  property  bekoigius  to  his  owners  which  he 
withholds. 

The  magistrates  at  Southampton  are  desirom  of  haTiug  the  authority 
of  your  lordship  before  they  issue  the  summons  or  warrant  apphed  for, 
and  we  beg,  therefore,  to  request  your  lordship  to  be  pleased  at  onoe  to 
give  the  necessaiy  directions  for  the  purpose. 
We  have,  &c., 

OLIVERSOK,  LATIE,  &  PEACHBY. 


[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1991,  pp.  &-».] 
So.  8. 

Mr.  Cliee  to  Mr.  Mammond. 

WHITEH4XL,  yovember  26, 1861. 
SiK :  I  have  laid  beftwe  Seoretary  Sir  George  Grey  your  letter  of  the 
22d  instant,  relative  to  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the  service  of  the  so- 
styled  Oonfederate  States  of  North  America,  which  has  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Southampton ;  and  I  am  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  Earl  Bnsaell,  copies  of  the  letters  which  have  been  addressed  to 
tbe  oommiasioneirs  of  customs  and  the  mayor  of  Southampton  on  the 
subject 

I  am,  &&, 

Q.  OLIVE. 


[Inolomie  No.  1.] 

Mr.  Clive  to  the  commimonera  ofctatomt,  Southampton. 

■Whitbhali^  Ifovember  23, 1861. 
GENTiiEMBN.tiJt  having  been  stated  that  the  steamer  Nashville,  in  the 
service  of  the  so-Styled  Confederate  States  of  North  America,  which  bas 
arrived  at  Southampton,  has  oome  there  for  the  purpose  of  being  more 
completely  eqnipped  as  a  vessel  of  war,  I  am  directed  by  Secretwy 
Sir  G.  Orey  to  call  your  attention  to  the  statement,  in  order  that  if  an 
attempt  should  be  made  so  to  equip  the  Nashville,  or  to  take  in  gmis 
or  munitions  of  war,  yon  may  proceed  as  required  by  the  act  B9 
Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  and  her  Majesty's  proclamation  of  the  13th  of  Hay, 
1861. 

I  am,  &C.,  

G;  CLTVB. 

[Incloenre  Ho.  2.] 

Mr.  CUte  to  the  Mm/or  of  Southampton. 

WmxsHAIx,  Jifovemier  23, 186L 
Snt :  Tbe  attention  of  her  H^esty's  govenuoent  having  been  ealled  to 
a  statement  in  the  daily  papers  that  the  steamer  NashviUe,  in  the  servies 
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of  the  ao-st;led  Confederate  States  of  North  Amerioa,  baa  pat  into  the 
port  of  SouthamptoD  for  the  pm-pose  of  being  fitted  as  a  veaael  of  war,  I 
am  directed  b;  Beoretarj'  Sir  George  Grey  to  refer  yoa  to  the  foreign  en- 
listment act,  69  Geo.  Ill,  cap:  60,  and  to  her  Majesty's  proclamaiion  of 
the  13th  May,  1861,  and  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  report  to 
him  any  fecta  which  may  tend  to  show  for  what  purpose  t!ie  Kashville 
has  pat  into  the  port  of  Soathampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

G.  CLTTB. 


Mr.  WiUm  to  Mr.  Seaard, 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  November  27, 1861. 
Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Adams  to  transmit  the  inclosed  copy 
of  the  reply  of  Earl  Buesell  to  his  commuDicatioa  to  him  of  the  22d 
instant,  concerning  the  rebel  steamer  Nashville,  and  to  state  that 
nothing  further  npon  the  subject  has  as  yet  been  received  fh>m  the 
foreign  oOBce. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bei^-ant, 
CHABJUES  L.  WILSON, 

Secretary  qf  Legation. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Seeretarj/  qf  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FottBiGR  Office,  Kovemier  23, 1861. 

Lord  Bussell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  begs  leare 
to  acquaint  him  that  his  letter  and  the  inclosure  shall  receive  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  ber  Majesty's  government. 

Lord  Bnssell  has  thready  given  directions  that  no  infHngement  of  the 
foreign  enlistment  act  shsdl  be  permitted  in  regard  to  the  Nashville. 


[From  Britiab  Blue  Book,  "  North  Amoiioa,"  No.  6, 1809,  p.  9.] 

No.d. 
Mr.  Lmgt/rd  to  Metir*.  OUwrstm,  Lavie,  and  Peaehejf. 

FoBBiGN  Office,  November  27, 1S61. 
GsNTiJaKUi :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Bnssell  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  in  which,  as  attorneys  for  Captain 
]Ne&<Hi,  the  commander  of  the  Ameriean  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  yoa  te- 
qoest  that  his  hirdsbip  will  authorize  the  magistrates  at  Southampton 
to  issue  a  warrant  or  snnuuons  for  service  upou  Captain  Peagram,  oom- 
manding  the  ship  of  war  Nashville,  under  the  Hag  of  the  Bostyled  Con- 
federate States,  oalling  apon  him,  by  production  of  the  authority  under 
whieh  he  aot«,  to  show  oanse  why  be  should  not  deliver  up  to  Captun 
Nelson  the  property  belonging  to  his  owners,  which  is  alleged  to  be  de- 
tained on  board  the  Nashville.  C\>(>q[c 
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Lord  BnsSflU  directs  me  to  inform  yon.  In  reply,  that  lie  has  no  jnriB- 
dictiou  or  power  to  give  anthoiity  to  the  magistrates  either  to  issne  any 
sommoDS  Or  wamtDt,  or  to  do,  or  abstoin  froin  doing,  anythiog  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matter  in  qnestion,  and  that  his  lordBhlp  most  accordingly 
decline  to  interfere  therein. 
I  am,  &c., 

A.  H.  LATARD. 


[From  British  Bine  Book, "  ITorth  America,"  Ho.  6, 1862,  p.  9.] 

No.  10. 

JUr.  Lojford  to  Mr.  Clive. 

FoRBiOM  Office,  Ifovmher  27,~1861, 
Sm:  I  am  directed  hy  Earl  Bnasell  to  transmit  to  yon,  to  be  laid 
before  Secretary  Sir  G.  Grey,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Oliver- 
Bon,  Lavie,  and  Peachey,*  in  vhich,  as  attorneys  for  Captain  ^Nelson  of 
the  late  American  vessel  Harvey  Birch,  they  request  that  his  lordship 
will  authorize  the  magistrates  at  Soothatitpton  to  issue  a  warrant  or 
summons,  calling  upon  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  ship  of  war  Nashville, 
to  show  cause  why  he  should  not  deliver  up  to  Captain  Nelson  the  prop- 
erty belonging  to  Captain  Nelson's  employers,  which  is  alleged  to  be 
detained  by  Captain  Peagram. 

1  also  transmit  a  copy  of  the  answer  which,  after  consoltation  with  the 
law  officers  of  the  Grown,  has  been  returned  to  Messrs.  Oliverson  &  Co^f 
imd  I  ara  to  add,  for  Sir  G.  Grey's  information,  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
given  by  the  law  officers. 
1  am,  &C., 

A.  H.  LATARD. 

Mr.  A4am«  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  79.]  Lboatioh  of  thk  Uhited  Statis, 

Lmidon,  November  29, 1861. 
SiB:  On  the  very  game  day  that  I  sent  to  Lord  Bassell  my  note  of 
the  22d  of  this  month,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  with  my  dis- 
patch, No.  77,  to  the  uepartment,  I  received  a  brief  informal  reply,  a 
copy  of  which  I  directed  my  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  forward  ont  of 
course  by  the  steamer  which  weat  in  the  middle  of  the  week.  Last 
evening  I  received  the  more  formal  answer,  a  copy  of  which  will  accom- 
pany this.  I  H^iet  thai  it  is  sot  more  eatufitctwy  ia  some  lespects,  as 
it  aeems  to  me  that  her  Miyesty's  government  had  au  opportunity  of 
doing  much,  by  the  appearance  of  a  little  activity,  to  calm  the  exdte- 
meat  occasioned  by  the  wanton  act  of  lui  maattioriMd  vssmI  ;  Car  I  eao- 
bM  bat  think  tlie  evidence  addaced  of  ao-««lled  natioBali^  Is  quite 
insaffleieat.  It  is  not  to  foe  denied,  ho^e^n',  tbat  the  omreDt  of  Kt^isk 
law  would  warrant  the  capture  of  i^e  Harvey  Binih,  even  by  private 
individuals  amoog  the  rebels,  tbon^  the  beoeftti  of  the  pme,  whattirer 
it  miffifat  be,  eould  not  inure  in  that  oase  to  the  eaptors.  The  same  rale 
wewld  justify  a  t^ing  of  the  Nashville  itself  by  any  vessel  i»ivRt«fy  fitted 
out  by  Ammcans,  subject  to  the  s^e  eneeptiwi.    I  have  received  mt*- 

•  See  No.  7  ftoui  British  Blue  Book,  "Niirth  America,"  No.  6,  IBK,  «■*. 
t  See  No.  9  ftom  Britteh  Blue  Book,  "NortU  America,"  No.  6, 1802,  m^  L. 


tal  earnest  applicatWHiBfiKimreafdate  parties  to  aaihorize  some  soeli  nn- 
dertakiag,  bat  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  every  coosldeiatioo  of  pradeoM 
as  well  ascoasistency  dictated  a  cou^tlete  abnegation,  on  my  part,  of  every 
jHOceedibg  of  the  sort.  Indeed,  I  could  scanty  call  on  her  M^je»ty^B 
government  to  interfere,  even  so  far  as  it  has  Obuseiated  to  do,  io  stop- 
ping the  outfit  of  the  KashviUe,  if  I  were  on  my  side  at  the  same  time 
BDgagad  ia  prepariug  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  a  counter-armament 
to  make  prize  of  her.  In  my  despatch  No.  77 1  endeavored  to  give  some 
account  of  the  coarse  of  proceeding  adopted  by  Captain  Nelson,  under 
advice  of  learned  connsel,  with  the  design  to  carry  to  the  courts  for  ad- 
judication the  qaestioD  of  the  true  character  of  the  NashvUle.  It  would 
seem  that  he  had  been  bafBed,  flret,  hy  the  reliisal  of  the  aatborities  of 
Southampton  to  iBSue  a  writ  without  direction  fi^m  the  foreign  office ; 
and,  secondly,  by  the  disavowal  by  the  foreign  office  of  any  power  to 
direct  such  a  proceeding.  In  the  meantime  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  late  news  of  the  seizure  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  SUdell  is  so  great  as 
to  swallow  up  every  other  topic  for  the  moment.  It  may  then  be  the  part 
(uT  prudenoe  to  let  the  old  t(^ic  lie  in  abeyance  until  the  heats  stirred  by 
the  new  one  shall  subside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHA£L£3  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Em-1  RiMell  to  Mr.  AdaTtia. 

FoBBiGN  Office,  November  38, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  her  Majesty's  principal  secretary  of  state  for  foreign 
afifdra,  has  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
ministerplenipotentiaryof  the  Unieed  States  at  tills  court,  that  Ms  note 
of  the  22d  instant  has  been  the  subject  of  carefol  and  anxious  considera- 
tion by  her  ME^esty's  government. 

Mr.  Adams,  after  reciting  the  capture  and  destruction  by  fire  of  tSe 
United  States  merchant  ship  on  the  high  seas  by  order  of  the  commander 
of  the  armed  steamer  called  the  Nashville,  and  the  Bnbsei^ent  arrival 
of  the  Nashville  in  the  port  of  Southampton,  asks  for  an  inquiry  as  to 
two  classes  of  tacts :  the  first,  "  as  to  the  authority  possessed  by  thia 
vessel  to  commit  so  aggressive  an  act  on  the  citizens  of  a  friendly  power, 
and  then  to  claim  a  refhge  in  the  harbors  of  Great  Bntain ;"  the  second, 
"  in  case  the  nature  of  that  authority  be  deemed  sufficient,  at  least  in  the 
Ticw  of  her  Miyesty's  government,  asto  the  purposes  for  which  the  ship 
is  alleged  to  have  come  across  the  ocean,  to  wit,  the  making  more  effect- 
ive preparations  in  the  porta  of  Great  Britein  for  carrying  on  war  against 
the  pe(T)Ieof  n  tWendly  nation." 

Her  U^eaty's  government  have  directed  ttunr  tnqntries  to  both  these 
points,  and  also  to  the  state  of  the  law  as  applicable  to  the  faots  thUA 
by  them  ascertained. 

With  regtml  to  the  first  point,  the  nnderstgned  has  to  state  that  the 
Nashville  appears  to  be  a  confederate  vessel  of  war ;  her  commander 
and  officers  have  commissions  in  the  so-styled  confederate- navy;  some 
of  them  haTe  wrttten  orders  (nm  thenaVy  department  at  BielunODd  to 
report  to  Lieutenant  Pegram  "  for  duty"  on  board  the  Nashville,  and  het 
crew  have  signed  articles  to  ship  in  the  confederate  navy.  h>qIc 
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In  thes^  drcnmetances  the  act  done  by  tlie  ITftsbTille,  of  eaptarfng  and 
bnroiDg  on  tbe  bigb  seas  a  merebant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  can- 
not be  considered  ae  an  act  "Tolontaril;  tuidertakeu  by  iDdividnals  not 
vested  with  powers  generally  acknowledged  to  be  neceasaiy  to  justify 
aggressiTe  warfkre,"  nor  does  it  at  all  "  approximate  within  the  defini- 
tion of  piracy." 

Such  being  the  answer  of  her  M^esty's  government  on  the  first  point 
raised  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  nndersigned  passes  to  tbe  second. 

The  Tutdersigned  steted  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  informal  note  of  the  23d 
instant,  that  he  had  already  given  directionathatuoinMngement  of  the 
foreign  enhstment  act  should  be  permitted  in  regard  to  the  Nashville. 
In  fact,  directions  had  already  been  given  to  prevent  the  Nashville  from 
augmenting  her  warlike  force  within  her  M^esty'a  jarisdiction  in  contra- 
vention of  the  foreign  enlistment  act.. 

With  respect  to  the  allegatiou  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Nashville  are  to  be  put  in  command  of  vessels  now  fitting 
out  in  British  ports  for  purposes  hostile  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  the  andersigned  can  only  aay  that,  if  reasonable  evidence  can  be 
procured  to  that  effect,  all  parties  concerned  who  shall  be  actingin  con- 
travention of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  shall  be  legally  proceeded  against, 
with  a  view  to  the  punishment  of  the  persons  and  to  the  forfeiture  of  the 
vessels. 

Having  thus  answered  Mr.  Adams  npon  the  two  points  to  which  his 
attention  w.a8  called,  the  nndersigned  has  only  further  to  say,  that  if^ 
in  order  to  maintain  inviolate  the  neutral  character  which  her  Majesty 
has  assumed,  her  M^esty's  government  should  find  it  necessary  to  adoirt; 
further  measures,  within  the  limits  of  public  law,  her  Mfyesty  will  be 
advised  to  adopt  such  measures. 

It  is  the  earnest  desire  of  her  Mf^esty  to  preserve  intact  the  friendly 
relations  between  her  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ammca. 

The  underaigued,  &c. 

BUBSEUfi 

Chablbs  Fsamois  Adams,  Esq.,  ^c,  Ok.,  dtt. 
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No,  12. 

Jlfr.  EUiot  to  Mr.  Samvumd, 

[Eitract] 

DowNina-  Street,  November  29, 1S61. 

lam  directed  by  the  DukeofNeweastie  to  transmit  to  yon  tbe  indoaed 
copy  of  a  dispatt^  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda,  reporting  his  proceed- 
ings on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  to  Bermuda  of  the  Goafod^:«te  States 
steam  vessel  Na8h\Tlle. 

I  am  also  de^red  to  inclose  a  draa^t  of  tbe  answer  which  the  Dnk«  of 
Newcastle  proposes,  should  Earl  Bossdl  concur,  to  address  to  Governor 
Ord. 

The  ciroular  diqwtoh  ailaded  to  in  that  an»w6r  is  one  framded  igMa  a 
report  of  the  law  offloera  of  the  Crown. 


^dbyCoogle 


[Tncloenn  Ko.  1.] 

Governor  OrS  to  fhe  Duke  of  Ifeaeattle. 

BEEBfUDA,  Ifoveniher  2, 18C1. 
Mt  Lobd  Ddke:  I  have  the  honor  to  acqumnt  your  eicelleney  that 
these  islands  were  visited  on  the  30th  ultimo  hy  the  Confederate  States 
paddle-wheel  steamer  Ilashville,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Peagram, 
and  having  on  board  Lieutenant  Colonel  Peyton,  of  the  Confederate 
States  army,  said  to  l)e  a  minister  from  these  States  to  the  court  of 
8]pain,  with  numerous  other  officers  and  persons  apparently  connected 
with  the  ship.  The  vessel  anchored  off  the  dock  yard,  and  Lientenant 
Peagram  and  Colonel  Peyton  at  once  called  upon  Onptain  Hutton,  royal 
navy,  the  superintendent,  and  requested  him  to  supply  their  vessel  with 
six  hundred  tons  of  coal,  it  being  their  wish  to  proceed  to  sea  as  eai'ly 
as  possible. 

2.  In  reply.  Captain  Hntton  informed  them  that  he  was  expecting, 
almost  immediately,' the  ani\'al  of  the  admiral  commanding-in-chie^ 
aceompaified  by  a  large  sgimdron  of  onr  own  ships,  and  that  be  fearea 
he  wonld  not  be  justified  in  complying  with  their  application. 

3.  Those  officers  then  waited  upon  me,  and  preferred  the  same  request : 
to  which  I  replied  that  I  was  aware  that  Captain  Hutton  anticipated  that 
he  would  very  shortly  have  a  heavy  demand  made  npon  bis  store  of 
coal^  and  that,  in  vie^  of  the  probable  wants  of  onr  fleet,  I  did  not  feel 
justified  in  urging  him  to  flirnish  what  they  required.  I  added,  that  I 
was  informed  that  offers  had  been  made  by  private  persons  to  supply 
tliem  with  coal  at  St.  George's :  and,  after  a  farther  effort  to  obtain  the 
government  coal  by  offering  to  replace  what  they  were  supplied  with 
team  private  sources,  an  arrangement  which  I  assured  them  was  inad- 
missible with  a  government  establishment,  they  left  me,  api>arently  not 
dissatisfied,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  St.  George's,  where,  I  am  informed, 
they  have  taken  ifl  about  six  hundred  tons  of  coal. 

4.  Directly  after  they  left  me  I  received  two  letters  from  the  TTnited 
States  consul  at  St.  George's,  copies  of  which,  with  my  reply,  accompany 
this  dispatch. 

5.  The  object  of  the  Nashville's  visit  has  not  been  distinctly  stated, 
hot  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  she  is  bound  to  England,  and  that  she 
has  on  board  persons  who  will  endeavor  to  excite  an  interest  in  the 
favor  of  the  Confederate  States  at  some  of  the  European  courts,  and 
probably  to  obtain  supplies  of  material  and  stores  for  the  support  of 
their  cause. 

6.  It  had  been  reported  that  the  Kashville  left  Charleston  on  the  12th 
nltimo,  with  ex-Senators  Slidell  and  Mason,  as  representatives  fixim  the 
Confederate  States  to  the  governments  of  France  and  England ;  that  she 
had  $2,000,000  on  board  ftir  the  purchase  of  material,  and  was  intended 
to  coal  at  Bermuda.  This  report  no  doubt  led  to  the  calling  in  here,  on 
the  20th  ultimo,  of  the  United  States  steam  vessel  Connecticut,  which 
left  immediately  after,  and  proceeded  apparently  to  cruise  south. 

7.  It  appears  from  tlie  report  of  the  Nashrille's  officers  that  these 
ex-senators  really  did  break  the  blockade  aboat  the  time  named,  but  in 
a  smaller  vessel,  and  that  they  reached  Havana  on  their  way  to  England. 
The  United  States  steam  vessels  being  thus  put  upon  a  wi'ong  scent,  the' 
2!faah>-ille  ran  the  blockade  the  night  of  the  26th,  probably  with  the 
remainder  of  the  Confederate  States  representatives  and  the  specie,  ami 
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got  to  Bermada  in  safety,  from  irhich  tdie  baa  every  chanoe  of  reacbing 
England  nimiolested  by  the  United  8tat«8  vessels  of  war. 
I  trust  my  proceedings  on  Hub  occasion  Till  meet  your  grace's  approvaL 
I  have,  &C.,  * 

H.  ST.  GEOEGB  ORD. 

[Incloaare  No.  2 — ^Mr,  Wells  to  Governor  Ord — ^printed  with  dispatdi 
of  Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  10,  of  November  1, 1861,  ante.] 

[Inclosure  No.  3 — Mr.  Wells  to  Governor  Ord — ^printed  as  above.] 
luclosure  No.  1 — Gov^nor  Ord  to  Mr.  Wells — printed  as  above.] 


[Inelosiire  Mb.  &.] 
The  Duie  of  NcKcaatle  to  Governor  Ord, 

DowNrao  Street,  November  15, 186L 

Sib  :  Having  bad  occasion  to  consult  the  law  ofBcers  of  tbe  Crown  on 
the  sutye«t  of  remonstrances  addressed  to  tbe  governors  of  soue  of  tbe 
colonies  by  consula  of  tbe  United  States,  in  regard  to  certain  puticulara 
in  the  treatment  of  vessels  bearing  the  flag  of  tbe  States  which  have 
seceded  from  the  Union,  I  tihink  it  right  to  communicate  to  you,  for  your 
iuformation  and  guidance,  the  principles  which  ought  to  be  observed  in 
casea  of  tbe  kind  which  raised  tbe  pntseut  qiaestiou. 

You  will  understand,  therefore,  that  no  foreign  consul  has  uiy  power 
or  jurisdiction  to  seize  any  vessel  (under  whatever  flag)  within  British 
temtorial  wstocs,  and  that  tbe  British  authorities  ought  not  to  take  auy 
steps  adverse  to  merchant  vessels  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  to  inter- 
Cere  with  their  &ee  resort  to  British  ports. 

With  ref^wct  to  sapphes^  even  of  articles  clearly  "  contraband  of  war," 
(sacb  as  arms  or  ammuuitioQ,)  to  the  vessels  of  either  party,  the  cotouiiu 
authorities  are  not  at  liberty  to  iuterfere,  unless  anytbuig  should  be  done 
in  violation  of  the  foreign  eoUstment  act,  59  Geo.  Ill,  cap.  69,  which 
prohibits  tbe  equipping,  furnishing,  fitting  out,  and  arming  of  ships  <« 
vessels  for  tbe  aerrice  of  foreign  belligerent  powers,  and  also  the  supply 
o€  guns  <M-  equipments  for  war,  so  as  to  increase  the  warlike  force  of  ves- 
sels of  war,  but  which  does  not  render  illegal  the  m«re  supply  of  arms  or 
ammunition,  &c,  to  private  ships  or  vessels. 

If  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  colonial  authorities  to  act  in  any  such 
ease,  it  should  only  be  dime  when  tbe  law  is  regularly  put  in  force,  and 
nnder  tbe  advice  of  the  law  ofBcers  of  tbe  Crown. 

With  reelect  to  the  supplying  in  British  jurisdiction  of  articles  (Meip- 
itie  usut,  (sudi,  Ear  iustauoe,  as  coal,)  there  is  no  ground  for  any  interfie^ 
auce  whatever  on  the  part  of  tbe  colonial  authorities. 
Ibav«,&c^ 

NEWCASTLE. 


[Incloaue  N«.  6.] 
OHie  Duke  ^Newcastle  to  Qovemor  Ord. 

DOTraiKO  Steeet,  Ifavember  — ,  1861. 
Sra :  T  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  dispatch  of 
the  3d  instant,  reporting  your  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  vim* 
to  Bermuda  of  the  Confederate  States  steam  vessel  Nashville. 
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By  the  present  mul  I  tranqmit  to  yon  a  circalar  dispatch  which  vill 
fomisb  you  with  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  the  treatmeot  of  the 
veasela  of  war  of  either  of  the  contendiug  paitiea  which  ouiy  c^  at 
Benuuda. 

The  course  pursued  by  yon  in  the  present  instance  was  in  strict  accord- 
ance Trith  the  principles  which  you  will  find  laid  down  in  that  circular 
dispatch. 

I  have  iiirther  to  state  that  both  you  and  Captain  Hutton  showed  a 
very  proper  discretion  in  declining  to  furnish  supplies  to  a  war  vessel  of 
one  of  the  belligerent  parties  from  public  stores  belonging  to  the  British 
government. 

Her  Majesty's  government  entiiely  approve  of  the  whole  of  your  pro- 
ceedings on  tills  occasion. 
I  have,  &&, 

ITEWCAaTLB. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  39.]  CoNatTLATK  or  IHE  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMEBtCA, 

London^  November  30, 1861. 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  copies  of  certain  papers,  in  continuation  of 
flirtber  proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  corsair  Ni^ville. 

The  first  paper  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Deane  and  Sir  Hugh  Oaims, 
esteemed  equal  to  any  anthoriUee  in  London  on  the  questions  involved. 
Tou  will  perceive  by  the  report  of  Messrs.  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey 
that  so  far  we  have  entirely  failed  to  obtain  any  redress  through  the 
courts  here,  at  to  compel  the  ci4>tain  of  the  Nashville  to  show  undec 
what  authority  he  is  acting.  The  prodootioa  of  Captain  Peagcaia's  com- 
mission as  lieutenant  in  the  reb^  service  seems  to  be  takeu  as  saffident 
authority  for  hia  acts,  while  I  have  cont«uded  that  his  commisston  is  p^^ 
«onal  to  himself,  uid  without  being  (tet^ed  especially  to  t^e  Xashville 
as  a  so-called  confederate  ship;  and  she  beang  put  in  commission,  and 
her  commander  instructed  to  perform  this  particular  ser\ic6^  she  ia  not 
in  public  service)  and  not  here  by  even  the  authority  of  the  insurgents. 

If  she  is  not  a  public  ship  of  the  character  claimed  for  her,  and  doe« 
not  come  commissioned  as  a  privateer,  it  follows,  of  course,  that  she  must 
be  a  piratical  crafL 

Haviug  good  reason  to  brieve  that  she  did  not  leave  Charleston  either 
as  a  privateer  or  public  ves^,  my  leading  object  has  been  to  forv»  a  pro- 
duction of  the  authority  under  which  she  sails,  either  through  govern* 
ment  intervention  or  by  an  action  at  law  in  some  form.  The  govenuaent 
turns  na  over  to  the  courts;  the  magistrates  decline  to  interfere;  and 
good  and,  so  for  as  I  can  judge,  fiuth^  counsel  tell  me  they  do  not  see 
their  way  dear,  to  get  the  question  before  any  court,'  and  fear  we  have 
DO  remedy  in  this  country. 

I  had  an  interview  with  counsel  to-day,  and  urged  them  to  <!aref[dly 
review  the  ground  and  see  whether  there  was  not  power  enough  in  Eng- 
land, either  executive,  judicial,  or  militaiy,  to  determine  whether  the 
Nashville  ia  a  piratical  craft  or  a  recognised  ship  <sS  some  established  or 
belligerent  power,  saying  that  we  charged  her  with  being  neither  a  pri- 
vateer nor  an  arn^d  ahip  of  war  coming  from  any  power,  recognized  or 
belligerent,  but  a  pirate. 

The  subject  is  still  under  advisement,  though  I  have  but  little  born 
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tbftt  a  thing  Trhtcb  appears  so  very  sioipleuicl  of  8adi  great  ImportaBce 
vQl  terminate  favorably  for  us. 

Tbe  XasliTille  is  lying  quietly  at  Soathunpton,  nndergcang  no  r^tairs, 
except  BURb  as  her  crew  are  making,  and  taking  iu  no  cargo.         *        * 
I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

F.  H.  MOBSB,  CotmO. 
Hon,  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


CASE  FOB  THE  ABTICE  OF  BIB  H.  CAIBII8  AlfD  DB.  DBAHE. 

Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  Dr.  Deane  Trill  be  so  good  aa  to  eonader  the 
statement  relatiug  to  the  destructJon  of  the  American  vessel  the  Harvey 
Birch  by  the  Kashville,  as  it  appears  in  the  Times  newspaper  of  this 
date,  (November  22,  1861,)  and  the  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  Captain 
Nelson,  herewith,  and  also  the  explanations  of  Captain  Nelson  in  con- 
ference, and  to  advise  Captain  Nekon  as  to  his  legal  rights  against  the 
Nashville  and  her  commander,  and  generally  as  to  the  course  which, 
xmder  the  circumstances,  you  would  advise  the  captain  to  pursue. 

Opinion  of  Sir  S.  Caima  and  Dr.  Ikane. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  Captain  Nelson  that  the  Harvey  Birch 
vae  taken  possession  of  and  burnt  on  the  high  seas,  ontnde  the  limit  of 
British  waters,  and  that  the  armed  ship  Nashville  carried  the  dag  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

From  the  statement  in  the  newspaper  above  referred  to,  the  com- 
muider  of  the  Nashville  seems  to  have  held  a  commission  under  tlie 
Confederate  States  and  in  the  navy  of  those  States. 

The  British  government  has  considered  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
Btatea  entitled  to  be  treated  as  belligerents,  each  possessed  of  the  rights 
of  war,  one  of  which  rights  is  the  capture  and  destruction  of  vessels' 
belonging  to  the  enemy  by  the  commissioned  vessels  of  the  belligeFent& 

If,  therefore,  the  Nashville  was  a  commissioned  vessel  belonging  to 
Uie  Confederate  States,  we  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Nelson  has  no 
legal  rights  in  this  country  against  tlie  Nashville  or  her  commander. 

The  only  coarse  we  can  at  present  suggest  is  tbat  Captain  Nela»i 
should  apply  for  a  search-warrant  for  the  chronometer  and  barometer 
taken  from  the  Harvey  Birch ;  and  If  thb  officer  who  goes  on  board  the 
Nashville  is  satisfied  by  the  production  of  the  ship's  papers  and  the 
commander's  commission  that  the  Nashville  is  commissioned,  he  must 
withdraw,  and  no  remedy  remains  here  to  which  Captain  Ndson  can 
resort. 

H.  M.  CAIEN8, 

J.  PABEEB  DEANE. 

Linooln's  Ihn,  2Fovemher  25,  1861. 


Me8§rs.  Olivenon,  Lavie  d  Peaeheg  to  Mr.  Mons. 

Fbei>ebick  Flaoe,  E.  0.,  Nitvemher  &t,  ISftl. 
Dear  Sib:  We  beg  to  report  to  yon  the  steps  which  have  been  taken 
on  behalf  of  Captain  Nelson,  of  the  lato  American  vessel  the  Harrey 
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Birch,  with  the  Tiew  of  obtaining  some  redress  for  the  destmctioD  of 
his  vessel  \>y  Captain  Fegntm,  of  the  Nashville,  now  at  Southampton. 

Immediately  the  case  was  brought  nnder  our  notice  we  had  a  consul- 
tation with  those  eminent  counsel  Sir  Hugh  Cairns  and  I>r.  Deanft,  and 
the  Ksnlt  of  their  advice  is  embodied  in  Uie  ■written  opiniou  which  they 
have  since  given,  the  original  of  which  we  beg  to  inclose. 

lu  pursuance  of  their  advice,  we  attended  with  Captain  Kelson  before 
the  lord  mayor  of  Ix)ndon  and  applied  for  a  search-warrant  directed  to 
Captain  Pegram,  who  has  still  on  board  his  vessel  the  barometer  and 
other  articles  belonging  to  the  owners  of  the  Harvey  Birch,  together 
with  the  papers  of  that  vessel,  the  primary  object  of  this  application 
being  to  compel  the  captain  of  the  Nashville  to  produce  the  authority 
under  which  he  is  acting,  so  that  it  might  be  clearly  seen  whether  or 
not  the  Nashville  is  a  eonimissioned  vessel  belonging  to  the  Confederate 
States;  for,  if  tbat  question  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  it  is  con- 
sidered that,  as  our  government  treats  the  Federal  and  Confederate 
States  as  alike  entitled  to  be  considered  as  belligerents.  Captain  Nelson 
would  have  no  legid  rights  in  this  country  against  the  Nashville  or  her 
commander. 

The  lord  mayor  of  London,  ns  we  apprehended,  considered  that  he 
had  no  jurisdiction,  the  Nash\'ilte  being  at  Southampton,  and  the  act 
having  been  committed  altogether  beyond  his  jurisdiction.  He,  how- 
ever, acted  with  great  kindness,  and  handed  Captain  Nelson  a  private 
note  of  introduction  to  the  mayor  of  Southampton. 

We  then  proceeded  to  Southampton  with  Captain  Nelson  and  a  dis- 
creet and  experienced  officer  of  the  police  force  of  this  city,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  mayor  of  Southampton  and  other 
magistrates  the  application  could  not  be  made  until  yesterday. 

Yesterday  the  application  was  formally  made  to  the  magistrates  of 
Southampton,  but  they  felt  the  case  to  be  one  of  so  much  delicacy  that 
they  declined  to  interfere  withoat  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  result  being  at  once  communicated  to  us  by  telegraph,  we  im- 
mediately atldressod  a  letter  to  Earl  Kussell,  soliciting  his  assistance. 

Not  having  receivedany  answer  to  this  application,  we  this  morning 
attended  at  t)ie  Foreign  Oflice  and  had  an  interview  with  his  lordship's 
secretary,  who  informed  us  tbat  our  application  had  been  submitted  to 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  and  that  immediately  their  advice  was 
known  we  should  receive  an  answer. 

We  think  it  very  doubtful,  indeed,  that  the  government  will  interfere. 
We  should  suggest  that  a  careful  watch  should  be  kept  upon  the  Nash- 
^■i^e  and  her  iiroccedingtj,  so  that  if  any  attempt  be  made  to  deal  with 
her,  BO  as  fn  any  manner  to  infringe  our  foreign  enlistment  act,  the  law 
may  be  immediately  brought  to  bear  upon  the  offenders. 

In  our  opinion,  the  government  will  not  interfere  in  any  way  to  assist 
the  vessels  of  citlier  the  Federalists  or  the  Confederate  States,  but  will 
leave,  them  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  neutrality^ 
and  in  case  these  should  in  any  instance  be  oversfe'pped,  the  offenders 
will  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  th^  laws  of  England. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faitfifullv,  

OLIVEKSON,  LAVIE  &  PEACHET. 

F.  H.  MoESB,  Esq.,  (tc,  tt-c,  t&e. 

American  Consul, 
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Messrs.  Oliverson^  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Mr.  Morse. 

Fbedebioe  Fift.CE,  E.  C,  November  27, 1861. 
Deab  Sib  :  We  beg  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  oar  letter  to  Eaii  Bnssell, 
to  which  we  have,  at  the  present  moment,  no  answer. 

We  do  not  consider  that  the  circtunstancea  mentioned  to  ns  by  Mr. 
Stringer,  in  reference  to  the  NaslivilJe,  will  afford  any  means  of  obtain- 
ing redress  in  this  country.  The  whdle  depends  upon  the  qnesticoi 
whether  she  is  or  not  a  vessel  commissioned  by  the  Confederate  States. 
If  she  be,  the  captain  and  owners  of  the  Harrey  Birch  are,  we  fear, 
without  redress. 

We  are,  deai  air,  yours  faithfully, 

OLIVERSOy,  LAVIE  &  PEACHET. 
Consul  Morse,  tfec,  dec.,  &c. 

[For  letter  of  Oliverson,  Lavie  &  Peachey  to  Lord  Bnssell,  and  for 
reply  of  Mr,  Layard  to  the  same,  see  ante,  Nos.  7  and  9,  from  Bhtaali 
Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862.J 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  44.]         Consulate  of  the  United  States  of  Amebioa, 
^  London,  December  7,  ISSl.. 

Sis  :  Aa  I  anticipated,  our  efforts  to  make  the  Nashville  show  the 
authority  under  which  ahe  aaila.and  deatroya  American  ships  have 
proved  fruitless.    Our  legal  advisers  informed  me  last  evening  that 
nothing  more  could  be  done  here. 

It  has  not  yet  been  ascertained  whether  she  is  a  privateer,  a  confed- 
erate ahip  put  in  commiasiou  by  the  insurgents,  or  a  pirate. 

We  charge  her  with  being  a  pirate,  even  judged  by  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  and  the  charge  has  not  been  disproved,  unless  the  officer's  com- 
mission in  the  ''confederate"  navy  commissions  everything  he  goes 
on  board  of.  '  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  CotuvL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "Nortli  America,"  No.  6,  1862,  p.  13.] 

No.  13. 

Jlfr.  Mammond  to  Mr,  Elliot. 

FoEEiGH  Office,  November  30, 1861. 
8m :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Eusaell  your  letter  of  the  29th  iostait, 
and  I  am  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  for  the  information  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle,  that  his  lordship  entirely  concurs  in  the  answer  which  it  is 
proposed  to  return  to  the  dispatch  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  re- 
porting his  proceedings  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  confederate 
steamer  Nashville  to  tiiat  island. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOUD. 
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[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  fi,  IB^,  p.  13.] 

No.  14. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Ruasdl. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  2, 1S61. 

The  undersized,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  tbe  United  States,  bas  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  note 
from  the  right  honorable  Earl  Kusaell,  her  Majestj's  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  tor  foreign  affairs,  dated  on  tbe  28th  of  November,  and  in 
answer  to  the  note  of  the  nndersipned  soliciting  an  investigation  into  ■ 
the  case  of  tbe  armed  steamer  tbe  Na8b^'ilte. 

Whilst  the  undersigned  regrets  that  her  M^esty's  government  baa 
determined  to  give  what  he  cannot  bnt  tbink  a  liberal  construction  to 
Uie  evidence  fiiniiabed  of  tbe  character  of  tbe  voyage  of  the  Nashville, 
it  is  yet  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  learn  the  intention  ex- 
pressed by  the  government  to  apply  all  its  power  to  the  prevention  of 
measures  taken  within  this  kingdom  by  ill-disposed  persons  to  fit  oat 
enterprises  of  a  hostile  character  to  the  United  States.  The  under- 
signed entertains  no  doubt  that  this  information,  which  has  been  already 
transmitted  by  him  to  this  government,  will  be  received  with  much 
pleasure. 

The  undersigned,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 


Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Smcard. 
[Ectrect.] 
No.  84.]  Legation  op  the  Uniteb  States, 

London,  December  6, 1861. ' 
SlE:  •     ■  •  •  *  • 

The  Nashville  is  now  in  dock  undergoing  repair,  and  I  learn  that  she 
will  go  out  toward  the  last  of  the  month,  bent  on  mischief.  They  will 
try  to  increase  her  armament,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  people  is  now 
BO  great  as  to  favor  their  success  in  a  clandestine  manner,  but  if  I  can 
get  the  requisite  evidence  I  have  no  doubt  that  Lord  Russell  w,ould  esert 
himself  to  procure  her  condemnation.  He  voluntarily  suggested  to  me 
tbe  adoption  of  a  course  which  some  years  since  ended  in  the  seizure  of 
several  vessels  designed  to  go  to  the  insurgents  in  Sicily.  I  did  not  then 
parsue  it,  for  reasons  which  exist  no  longer. 

Captain  Nelson  has  failed  in  his  efforts  to  get  his  case  before  the 
courts.    He  has  just  been  here  to  tell  me  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

■      CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Smeard. 
No.  86.]  Leqation  op  the  (Jnited  States, 

London,  December  11, 1861. 
Sib:  I  have  the  houor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  brief  note  from 
EbtI  Russell,  dated  the  8th  instant,  together  with  copies  of  the  two 
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inclosurea  which  accompanied  it  from  the  castom-honse,  at  London,  con- 
taiuing  reports  of  the  repairs  now  being  made  on  the  steamship  Nash- 
ville at  Southampton. 

This  is  the  latest  information  I  have  received  from  her  M^estj's  gov- 
ernment respecting  this  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  'William  H.  Sbwaed, 


£arl  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adama. 

Foreign  Office,  December  8, 1861. 
Earl  Bnssell  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr,  Adnins,  and  has  the 
honor  to  send  him  copies  of  letters  received  &om  the  home  department, 
'  in  reference  to  the  Nashville. 


ilSr.  WaddingUm  to  Mr.  SammonS. 

WmTEHALL,  December  6,  1861. 
Sir:  With  reference  to  Mr.  Clive's  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Earl  Rassell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commis- 
sioners of  customs,  reporting  the  steps  which  they  have  taken  in  the  case 
of  the  steamer  Nashville. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINGTON. 


[lacloBore.] 

Mr.  Gardner  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

CusTOM-HousF,,  London, 

.     December  5,  1861. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  easterns  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  signifying  the 
request  of  Secretary  Sir  G.  Grey  to  be  informed  what  steps  they  toot 
in  regard  to  the  steamer  Nashville,  and  whether  anything  has  come  to 
their  knowledge  since  the  date  of  Mr.  Olive's  letter  of  the  23d  tiltimo  to 
justify  interference  on  their  part;  and  I  am  to  acquaint  you  that  oa 
receipt  of  Mr.  Olive's  letter,  the  board  transmitted  to  the  collector  at 
Sontliampton  a  copy  of  the  letter,  and,  with  reference  to  the  Act  59, 
Geo.  Ill,  cap.  C9,  and  her  Majesty's  order  in  council  of  the  13th  of  May 
last,  directed  hira  forthwith  to  report  any  alterations  or  fittings  of  a  hos- 
tile nature  which  might  take  place  on  board.  And  the  board  have  this 
day  been  informed  by  their  collector,  "that  the  Nashville  has  jnst  now 
been  placed  in  dry  dock,  not  repaired  at  present  b6yond  calking  aloft. 
This  ^emoon  will  decide  what  future  repairs  she  reqaires." 

Tlie  collector  proposes  to  report  further  particulars,  and  upon  receipt 
thereof  the  board  will  ac^aaint  you  therewith. 
I  have,  &e., 

rF.  G.  GABDNSR. 
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Mr.  Waddington  to  Mr.  Rammond. 

'  Whitehall,  December  7, 18G1. 
SlE:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  altimo,  respecting  the 
steamer  Nashville,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  trana- 
mit  to  you,  to  be  laid  before  the  Earl  Eussell,  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  fur- 
ther letter  from  the  commiasioners  of  customs,  reporting  on  the  altemtioQ 
proposed  to  be  made  in  thabveesel. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINGTON. 


Mr. .  Gardner  to  Mr.  Waddington. 

COSTOM-HOUSE,  December  6, 1861, 
SlE:  I  am  directed  to  acqnaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Secretary 
Sir  G.  Grey,  with  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  that  the 
ofilcers  of  this  revenue  at  Southampton  have  reported  to  the  board  that 
the  steamship  Nashville  has  not  hitherto  undergone  any  further  repairs 
than  calking  aloft.  ' 

The  vesftei  was  yesterday  taken  into  dry  dock,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  her  keel  in  coming  out  of  Charles- 
ton harbor,  and  the  officers  have  beeh  informed  by  the  shipbuilder  who 
has  undertaken  to  jierform  whatever  repairs  may  be  necessary,  and  who 
they  state  may  be  fully  relied  on,  tbat  beyond  restoring  the  keel,  and 
replacing  the  paddles,  which  are  off  the  wheels,  and  also  placing  some 
beams  athwart  to  strengthen  her,  no  alterations  or  fittings  are  lik^y  to 
take  place. 

I  am,  &c., 

.  F.  G.  GAEBNEE. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

So.  141.]  Department  of  State, 

Waskington,  December  12, 1861. 

Sie:  Tour  dispatch  of  November  23  (No.  77)  has  been  received  and 
^submitted  to  the  President.  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  approve  of  all 
your  proceedings,  as  thus  reported,  in  reference  to  the  shelter  and  pro- 
tection afforded  to  the  Nashville,  a  privateer  steamer,  which  entered 
the  port  of  Southamjiton  immediately  after  she  had  captured  and 
destroyed  the  Harvey  Birch,  belonging  to  the  mercantile  marine  of  this 
connby. 

Upon  carefully  reading  your  dispatch,  I  foand  no  occasion  for  suggest- 
ing any  new  argumenta  in  supjiort  of  your  position,  as  I  am  pleased  to 
say  there  is  none  for  urging  your  zealous  and  persistent  prosecution  of 
the  subject. 

Pre\ious  conimnnications  from  us  to  the  British  government  suffi- 
ciently show  tbat  the  harboring  in  British  ports  of  pirates  engaged  in 
depredating  upon  our  commerce  cannot  go  on  without  involving  the 
necessity  of  revising  ottr  whole  system  of  commercial  relations  with  the 
British  government. 

We  consent,  however,  to  hope  that  this  new  and  flagrant  occurrence 
has  arrested  the  serious  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government,  and 
that  it  will  result  in  bringiug  about  some  resolution  of  the  whole  sub- 
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ject  consistent  with  the  jnst  expectations  of  the  United  States  so  often 
already  expressed. 

The  Navy  Department  will  not  neglect  the  interests  of  onr  commerce 
in  this  new  and  distinct  experience,  whatever  may  be  the  difficult?  or 
the  cost. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
ChaelES  Feahcis  ADAira,  Esq.,  i6e.,  dni.,  &c. 


[From  Britieli  Blue  Book,  "  Horth  America,"  No.  6, 1B62,  p.  15.] 

No.  18. 

Mr,  Waddington  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

No.  18.]  Whitbhajll,  December  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  With  reference  to  the  previons  coireepondence  upon  the  same 
subject,  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  to  transmit  to  yoa 
a  copy  of  a  letter  &om  the  town  clerk  of  Southampton,  reporting  that 
the  Nashville  is  now  lying  in  the  graving  dock  at  that  port,  and  that 
certain  repairs  are  now  being  made  to  her;  and  I  am  to  request  tliat 
you  will  lay  the  same  before  Earl  Eussell. 
I  am,  &c., 

H.  WADDINQTON. 

[Inclosure.] 

Mr.  Deacon  to  Sir  G.  Grey. 

Tows  Clerk's  Office, 

Southampton,  December  13, 1861. 
Sir  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th  nltimo,  relative 
to  the  steamship  Nashville,  I  am  directed  by  the  worshipiul  the  Mayor 
of  this  borough,  to  inform  you  that  the  Nashville  is  now  lying  in  the 
graving  dock  of  this  port,  and  that  certain  repairs  are  now  being  made 
to  her.  , 

I  am,  &c, 

CHARLES  E.  DEACON,  Town  Cleric. 


[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1663,  p.  15.] 

No.  19. 

Mr.  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  tite  Admiralty. 

FORBiCrN  Office,  December  19, 1861. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Russell  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  home  office"  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from'  the  town 
clerk  of  Southampton,  reporting  that  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville 
is  undergoing  certain  repairs  at  that  port ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  in 
laying  the  same  before  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty^  yoa 
will  state  to  their  lordships  that  Lord  Russell  would  consider  it  satisfac- 
tory if  the  naval  officer  at  Southampton  were  instructed  to  visit  that 
vessel  and  to  report  what  is  taking  place  on  board  her. 
I  am,  &c., 

R  HAMMOND. 

•  See  No.  18  from  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  ante. 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  46.]  COHSULATB  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Iiond(m,  December  20, 1861. 
SiE:  I  herewith  forward  the  affidavit  of  Frederick  Williams,  who 
was  one  of  the  cooke  of  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville.    He  is  an 
nniiBually  iotelligent  and  well-behaved  aeaman,  and  seems  veiy  much 
gratified  to  get  clear  of  the  craft. 

You  will  notice  what  he  says  about  the  interview  between  Captain 
Peagi^m  and  the  ^vemor  of  Bermuda,  in  which  the  captain  denied  that 
the  Nashville  was  either  a  privateer  or  a  vonfederate  ship. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

P.  H.  MORSE,  Conml. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

(For  affidavit  inclosed  see  dispatch  &om  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward, 
No.  97,  January  2, 1862,  pout.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  164.]  Department  op  State, 

Workington,  December  30, 1861. 
SiE :  Tour  dispatch  of  December  11  (No.  86)  has  been  received.    It 
relates  to  the  repairs  of  the  Nashville. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  British  government  have  bestowed 
so  much  attention  npon  the  subject  of  the  repairs  of  the  Nashville. 

I  forbear,  however,  at  the  present  moment,-  for  reasons  which  yon 
will  understand,  from  special  remark  upon  the  general  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,    . 

"WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chaklbs  Peancis  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &c.,  &o. 

[From  Britiah  Blue  Book,"North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  la.] 

No.  24. 

Mr.  Sammtrnd  to  Sir  F.  Eogert. 

Foreign  Office,  Jamiary  1, 1862. 
SiB:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Bussell  to  transmit  to  you,  to  be  laid 
before  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  tiie  accompanjing  copy  of  a  note  from 
the  United  States  minister  at  this  court,  inclosing  a  deposition  which 
has  been  mode  by  a  seaman  of  the  Nashville,  from  which  it  would 
appear  that  commander  Peagram  represented  to  the  governor  of  Ber- 
muda that  the  Nashville  was  strictly  a  merchaut  vessel,  and  not  a  ship 
of  war ;  and  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  move  his  grace  to  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  of  the  governor  as  to  the  truth  of  this  statement. 
I  am,  &c., 

E.  HAMMOND. 
[For  not«  and  deposition  inclosed  see  dispatch  No.  97,  of  Mr.  Adama 
to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  January  2, 1862,po«*.J  ,    Ctxwlc 
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Mr,  Adavu  to  Mr,  Setoari. 

[Extract.] 

No.  97.J  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  2, 1862. 

Sis  ;  I  bare  to  ackuowlerlge  the  reception  last  evening  of  dispatchea 
nombered  from  HI  to  146,  both  inclusive. 

Under  the  continued  snsi>en8e  as  to  the  issue  of  the  difficulty  respect- 
ing tlie  Trent,  I  know  not  that  there  is  much  necessity  for  adverting  to 
topics  of  minor  importance.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with 
transmitting  copies  of  the  further  correspondence  that  has  taken  place  - 
between  Lord  liussell  and  myself  on  the  subject  of  the  Nashville.  I 
have  reason  t«  believe  that  the  supervision  of  the  outfit  of  that  vessd 
on  the  part  of  the  goveminent  has  been  faithful  and  thorongh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Rusgell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEBiGN  Office,  December  27,  1861. 

Lord  Bussell  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  has  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  him,  herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
superintendent  of  packets  at  Southampton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, respecting  the  nature  of  the  repairs  which  have  betJU  executed 
in  that  port  on  board  the  steamer  Kashville. 

Lord  Bussell  requests,  &c. 


The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr,  Rammond, 

Al>MlEAl,TY,  December  24, 186L 
SiB:  With  reference  to  your  lett«r  of  the  19th  instant,  I  am  com- ' 
mauded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  yon  heie- 
with,  for  the  information  of  the  secretary  of  state  for  tbrcign  affairs,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Pat«y,  captain  superintendent  of  packets 
at  Southampton,  dated  the  23d  instant,  reiwrting  that  only  the  neces- 
sary repairs  have  been  executed  on  board  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States  steamer  Sashville,  now  in  dock  at  Southampton,  and  stating 
that  no  steps  whatever  have  been  taken  to  fit  her  more  completely  »s  a 
vessel  of  war  since  her  arrival  at  that  port. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMADTE. 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty, 

Southampton,  December  23, 186L 

SiB:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  directing  me  to  visit 

the  confederate  steamer  Nashville,  and  report  what  is  taking  place  on 

board  that  vessel,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  infonnatioii 

of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  I  have  this  day  visited 
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the  ship  in  qnestion,  ■which  is  ia  dry  dock ;  though  I  have  personally  and 
HaHj  heretoft>re  taken  notice  of  what  has  passed  in  regard  to  the  Nash- 
ville, and  am  therefore  in  a  position  to  report  that  no  repairs  have  taken 
place  but  what  was  found  absolutely  necessary  for  making  good  a  few 
trifling  defects  she  sustained  in  her  passage  to  this  country,  such  as  re- 
placing boiirding,  gratings,  and  water-closet*,  washed  away  in  a  heavy 
sea  from  the  port  sponson  and  paddle-box.  A  few  sheets  of  CQjiper  have 
also  been  replaced,  to  ipake  good  rubs  which  the  shix^'s  bottom  met  with 
by  touching  the  ground  in  crossing  the  bar  at  Charleston ;  some  calk- 
ing has  hkewise  been  done  in  parts  that  were  found  to  be  leaky,  conse- 
quent upon  the  heavy  weather  which  the  ship  encountered  in  crossing 
the  Atlantic. 

I  beg  to  add  that  the  STashvdle  has  not  in  any  way  equipped  herself 
more  completely  as  a  vessel  of  war  since  her  arrival  at  Southampton. 
She  is  at  present  detained  in  dry  dock  in  consequence  of  another  ship 
being  in  the  same  dock  with  the  planking  off  her  bottom. 

I  deem  it  right  to  state  that  Captain  Peagram,  of  the  Nashville,  has, 
from  the  first,  mo.st  willingly  evinced  a  disposition  that  not  anything 
should  be  undertaken  without  first  ac4]uainting  me. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  O.  E.  PATET, 
Captain  SuperinteniUnt  Packet  Service, 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Rttssell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  Dec^nber  28, 1861. 

Mr.  Adams,  the  minister  of  the  United  States,  presents  his  compli- 
ments to  Lord  Bnssell,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception, 
on  two  several  occasions,  of  copies  of  letters  addressed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  packets  to  the  admiralty,  respecting  the  nature  of  the  repairs 
which  have  been  executed  in  the  port  of  Southampton  on  board  the 
steamer  Nashville.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  him  to  obser\'e  the 
continued  supervision  exercised  by  her  Majesty's  government  over  the 
ontfit  of  that  vessel. 

Mr.  Adams  seizes  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  him  to  snhmit  to  the 
consideration  of  Lord  Itussell  the  copy  of  another  deposition  taken 
before  Mr.  Freeman  H.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  Ujiited  States  in  London, 
of  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Nashville  on  her  late  voyage.  If  the  state- 
ment therein  made  he  in  accordance  with  fatt,  then  it  would  api>ear  that 
the  representation  given  by  the  master  of  that  vessel  to  the  governor  of 
Bermuda  of  the  character  of  his  voyage,  upon  which,  alone,  he  succeeded 
in  obtaining  from  him  supplies  of  coal,  is  in  conflict  with  the  construc- 
tion given  to  it  by  her  Majesty's  government  on  the  vessel's  arrival  here, 
and  much  more  nearly  apiiroxiniates  the  view  of  the  case  first  taken  by 
Mr.  Adams.  The  verification  of  this  fact,  or  otherwise,  is  fortimately  in 
the  power  of  her  Majesty's  government  by  reference  to  the  governor  of 
Bermuda.  AlthougJi,  if  found  to  be  true,  it  might  arrive  too  late  to  be 
of  service  in  the  present  instance,  Mr,  Adams  ventures  to  indnlge  the 
hope  that  this  example  may  serve  as  an  ioducemeut  to  the  application 
of  a  more  favorable  rule  hereafter  for  the  prevention  of  abuses  under 
the  shelter  of  so-called  belligerent  rights. 

Mr.  Adams  begs,  &c  /—  ■ 

'  DiyiizcdbvCtiOogle- 
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Deposition  of  Frederick  WiUiams, 

I,  Frederick  WilliamB,  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  ship's  cook  and  steward,  do  solemnly  swear  that 
I  sailed  from  the  port  of  New  York  in  the  month  of  November,  1860,  in 
the  ship 'Mackinaw,  of  Obarleeton,  South  Carolina,  Captain  William 
Hammer,  bound  to  Liverpool.    Arrived  at  Liverpool  about  the  24th  of 
December,  and  remained  there  until  the  latter  end  of  February  or  the 
commencement  of  March,  when  I  again  sailed  in  the  sliip  for  Charles- 
ton, with  a  cargo  of  coal,  and  arrived  at  Charleston  about  the  8th  or 
9th  of  April,  a  few  days  before  Fort  Sumter  was  bombarded.     I  was 
then  dischargcil,  and  remained  in  Charleston  until  the25th  of  September, 
on  which  day  I  shipped  at  Black's  shipping  office  as  second  cook  of  the 
steamer  Nashville,  of  Charleston,  for  a  voyage  to  England  and  one  or 
two  other  foreign  ports,  and  back  t«  Charleston,  and  on  the  same  day  I 
went  on  board  the  vessel,  which  was  then  lying  alongside  the  New  York 
steamboat  dock,  where  she  usually  lay.    Captain  Murray,  her  usual 
captain,  still  had  charge  of  her;  nearly  all  the  crewwere  then  on  board, 
being  at  work  cleaning  the  vessel  and  putting  her  in  order,  as  she  bad 
been  laid  up  five  or  six  months.    About  a  week  or  ten  days  after  I  had 
joined,  fourteen  or  fifteen  naval  officers  came  on  board  with  their  bag- 
gage.   I  waa  told  that  they  were  going  as  passengers  to  England  to  take 
command  when  they  arrived,  of  vessels  of  war  that  were  fitting  out  in 
England  for  the  Confederate  States.    After  this  time  I  (having  first  got 
my  clotlies  on  board)  was  not  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  shor^  nor 
were  any  of  the  crew  permitted  to  do  so.    I  asked  Captain  Murray  to 
let  me  go  ashore.    He  replied  that  he  bad  nothing  more  to  say  on  hoard 
the  vessel  now  than  I  hadj  and  told  me  to  go  to  one  of  the  naval  offi- 
cers.   Between  their  coming  on  boaid  and  the  vessel's  sailing  about 
three  weeks  elapsed,  and  in  this  time  two  rifled  cannon  were  brought 
on  board  and  placed  forwiu^.    Messrs.  Slidell  and  Mason  and  their 
iamilies  and  baggage  came  on  board,  and'  I  understood  that  tkey 
were  going  as  passenger,  but  they  afterwarde  left  the  vessel.    Dniing 
all  this  time  a  small  steamer  went  out  of  the  harbor  daily  to  determine 
the  exact  position  of  the  United  States  blockading  squadi-on,  and  this 
information  was  communicated  to  the  officers.     One  night  in  the  latter 
end  of  October  steam  was  got  np,  and  the  Nashville  steamed  out  of 
port,  gi'eat  precautions  being  used  to  avoid  the  blockading  vessels. 
Three  and  a  half  days  afterward  we  arrived  at  Bermuda  and  came  to 
anchor,  the  vessel  flying  at  the  peak  the  Confederate  States  flag  and  a 
pennant  at  the  main.    The  governor  of  Bermuda  came  on  txMrd  the 
ship  and  saw  Captain  Peagram  and  his  officers,  and  I  heard  Gaptiun 
Peagram  tell  the  governor,  as  they  walked  along  the  deck  with  the  first 
lieutenant,  "You  must  understand,  governor,  that  this  is  not  a  navy 
vessel ;  if  she  were,  we  should  have  arms  and  regulations  accordio^y- 
She  is  strictly  a  merchant  vessel."    The  governor  had  previously  inti- 
mated that  if  she  were  not  strictly  a  merchantman,  she  would  not  be 
permitted  to  coal.    The  ship  was  in  want  of  coal,  as  she  had  come  oot 
of  Charleston  light  to  enable  her  to  get  more  readily  over  the  bar.    Upon 
this  guarantee  of  Captain  Peagram — that  she  was  a  merchant  ship— -the 
Nashville  was  allowed  to  coal,  and  about  400  or  500  tons  were  takeo 


on  board.    Not  being  permitted  to  go  ashore,  I  wrote  a  letter  of  com- 
plaint to  the  Amencan  consul,  and  sent  it  ashore  by  a  laborer.   I 

' "  iatenaat  appc 


received  no  reply,  but  on  the  following  day  the  flrstUeut^mmt  appMKd 
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to  h&ve  heaxd  of  It  and  called  me.  He  said  to  me,  "Yon  scoandrel, 
yon  have  been  commuBicating  with  the  enemy.  You  have  forfeited 
your  life,  and  will  be  hanged  at  the  yard-ann."  I  was  then  i)nt  in  irons 
and  placed  in  the  hold  amongst  the  coal,  and  I  remained  in  irons  three 
days,  when  I  was  liberated.  We  were  out  of  sight  of  land.  I  was  then 
sent  forward  until  about  the  15th  of  November,  when  I  was  again  sent 
to  the  galley.  On  th«  morning  of  the  leth  of  November  we  fell  in  with 
an  American  ship,  which  was  found  to  be  the  Harvey  Birch,  of  New 
York,  Nelsou,  master,  from  Havre  to  New  York  in  ballast.  The  gang- 
ways in  the  way  of  guns  were  removed,  muskets  were  served  out,  and 
the  ofQcers  buckled  on  their  swords,  and  the  flag  of  the  so-called  Con- 
federate Btates  was  set.  The  Nashville  then  ran  alongside  the 
Harvey  Birch,  ordered  her  to  heave-to,  ordered  the  captain  on  board, 
and  ultimately  took  the  whole  crew  out  of  her,  and  after  the  second 
lieutenant's  boat  loft  I  saw  that  the  ship  was  on  hre.  The  crew  of  the 
Harvey  Birch,  excepting  the  otQcers,  were  put  in  irons  and  kept  in 
irons  until  they  arrived  at  Southampton,  where  they  were  liberat«d  and 
allowed  to  go  ashore.  But  I  was  not  permitted  to  leave  the  vessel,  and 
finding  that  I  bad  been  deceived,  I  deserted  from  her.  lu  Charleston, 
after  the  officers  came  on  board,  the  purser  produced  new  shipping  arti- 
cles, which  the  crew  were  compelled-  to  sign,  as  they  knew  they  would 
beln  danger  if  they  did  not.  Thebaggageof  Slidell  and  Mason  was  taken 
out  of  the  Nashville  directly  before  the  steamer  Theodore  left  Charles- 
ton, which  vessel  left  twelve  or  fourteen  days  before  the  Nashville,  and 
it  was  known  in  Charleston  before  the  Nashville  sailed  that  the  Theo- 
dore had  arrived  safely  at  Havana  with  Slidell  and  Mason  on  board. 
FREDERICK  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  before  me,  in  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at  London, 
this  19th  day  of  December,  18G1. 

F.  H.  MORSE,  Consul. 


£arl  Euaeell  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoKEiGN  Office,  January  1, 1862. 
Lord  Russell  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams  and  has  the 
honor  to  inform  him,  in  reply  to  his  note  of  the  28th  ultimo,  that  he 
will  immediately  communicate  with  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  from  the  governor  of  Bermuda  a  correct  account  of 
the  representation  made  to  him  by  the  commimder  of  the  Nashville. 


[From  BritiBh  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  lefgi,  p.  19.] 

No.  25. 

The  Secretary  to  tte  Admiraltt/  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiealtt,  January  10, 1862. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
send  yon  herewith,  for  the  information  of  her  Majesty's  secretary  of 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  this  day  from 
Captain  Patey  relative  to  certain  proceedings  of  ofScers  and  men 
belonging  to  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Tusearora  with  regard  to 
the  Nashville,  a  vessel  of  war  belonging  to  the  ao-styled  Contederate 
States  at  Southampton. 
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[IncloBure.] 

Captain  Patey  to  tlie  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Telegraphic] 

Southampton,  January  10, 1862. 
Last  night  at  eight,  dock-master  reported  having  diacovered  in  tie 
dock  two  ofHuers  and   three  men  from  Tiisearoro,  who  stated  they 
were  on  shore  under  orders  watching  Nashville,  and  to  signal  should 
ehe  get  under  weigh.    Dock-master  removed  them  from  the  dock. 

[From  BritiBh  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1868,  p.  19.] 

No.  26. 

Mr,  Hammond  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  January  10, 1863. 
Sib:  I  am  directed  by  Earl  Bussell  to  request  that  yon  will  acqauot 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,- with  reference  to  your  letter 
of  this  day,  inclosing  a  telegram  from   Soatliampton  res^iecting  the 
United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  at  that  port,  that  his  lordship  is  of 
opinion  that  orders  should  immediately  be  given  for  placing  a  ship  of 
war,  of  superior  force,  as  near  Sonthamitton  as  tbe  circumstances  of  the 
case  may.  appear  to  require,  in  order  to  prevent  any  hostilities  takii^ 
place  within  Brjiish  waters  between  the  federal  and  confederate  steamers 
DOW  lying  at  or  near  Southampton,  and  with  instructions,  in  the  event 
'  of  either  of  those  steamers  proceeding  to  sea,  not  to  allow  the  other  to 
start  in  pursnit  of  her  nntil  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  HAMMOND. 

[From  BritiBh  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  So.  6, 1663,  p.  20.1 

No.  28. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr  Sammond. 

Admibalty,  January  11, 1862, 
SiB:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  requesting 
that  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  any  hostilities  taking  place 
within  British  waters  between  the  federal  and  so-styled  confederate 
steamers  now  lying  in  Southampton  water,  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  yon  herewith,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  Earl  Bussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  addressed  by 
Captain  Willcox,  of  her  M^esty's  ship  Dauntless,  to  Captain  Craven, 
commanding  the  federal  steamer  Tuscarora,  ou  this  subject. 
I  am,  &C., 

W.  G.  BOMAINE. 


[luclosure.] 
Captain  Willcox  to  Captain  Craven,  U.  S,  2f. 

Dauntless,  SoniHASlPTON,  January  10, 1862. 
Snt:  Having  observed  preparations  for  departure  in  the  United 
States  steamer  Tuscarora,  under  your  command,  and  also  in  the  Confed- 
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erate  States  Bt«aiser  Kashville,  I  beg  to  acquaint  yoa  that  I  have 
received  ioatntctioDB  to  preveut  any  hostility  taking  place  in  British 
waters;  and  I  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  asnal  law  of  nations, 
which  requires  that  tweuty-four  hours  8Uoul(^elapse  before  the  departure 
of  one  beltigerent  ^ip  in  porsuitof  the  other. 

Relying  upon  your  good  Judgment  in  this  matter,  and  the  friendly 
feeling  existing  between  the  two  goremments,  I  have,  &c.,    • 

JAMES  WILLCOX. 


[From  BritisU  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  80.] 

No.  29. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

AdmieAlty,  January  11, 1862. 
SlE:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  send  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Itussell,  copy  of  a  telegram 
which  has  been  received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton,  stating 
that  the  two  American  vessels  Naahviile  and  Tascarora  would  not 
proceed  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hotirs  after  the  departure  of  either. 
I  am,  &C., 

C.  PAGET. 

[Inclosure.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

[Telegraphic] 

Southampton,  January  II,  1862. 
Have  seen  captains  of  both  American  ships.    Have  received  written 
promises,  one  will  not  follow  the  other  to  sea  within  twenty-four  hours. 
Both  obser^'e  strict  neutrality. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  Araerioa,''  No.  6,  1862,  p.  21.] 

Ifo.30. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

ADMiEAiTT,  January  13, 18C2. 
Sie:  With  reference  to  my  letterof  the  11th  instant,!  am  commanded 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  transmit  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  11th  instant, 
from  Captain  Willcox,  of  the  Dauntless,  and  of  its  inclosure,  from  Com- 
mander Craven,  of  the  United  States  ship  of  war  Tuscarora,  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  that  ship  at  Southampton, 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  BOMAINE. 


.Google 
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[IncloBore  No.  I.] 

Ct^tain  Willoox  txrihe  Secretary  to  the  Admiraity 

DA.unTLBSS,  SOUTHAHPTON,  Janvary  11, 1862. 
Mt  Lord  :  Wttb  reference  to  a  coaimnnication  that  I  have  this  day 
forwardedix)  the  commodore  comptroller  general,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  to  yon,  for  the  information  of  their  lordsmps,  a  copy  of  a  reply 
I  have  received  from  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Tnaca- 
rora. 

I  forward  this  to  yonr  lordship  direct  to  save  time,  having  also 
written  to  the  conunodore. 
I  have,  &c, 

JAMES  WILLCOX. 


[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  If.,  to  Captain  Willeox. 

TuscAEOBA,  Southampton,  Janvary  10, 1862. 
Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
catioQ  this  evening. 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  have  given  canse  for  yonr  assnmmg  that  I 
meditate  an  act  of  hostility  in  the  waters  of  Great  Britain. 

Clalmiug  the  right  pf  free  access  to,  and  egress  from,  the  waters  of  a 
nation  believed,  to  be  in  amity  with  the  TJnited  States,  and  sineerely 
desirous  of  avoiding  all  semblance  of  offense,  I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG'S  CEAVEIT. 


[Prom  British  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No.  6,  186S,  p.  21.] 

No.  31. 

The  Secretary  to  (A«  Admiralty  to  Mr,  ffammond, 

Admibaltt,  January  13, 1862. 
Sfb:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  adminUty 
to  reqnest  you  will  state  to  Earl  Russell  that  telegrams  have  been 
received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton,  reporting  that  the  nnitcd 
States  vessel  of  war  Tuscarora  left  that  port  this  momiug,  and  haa 
anchored  one  mile  to  the  westward  of  Calshot  light-ship. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  BOMAI2TE. 

[From  British  Blue  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  ISfS,  p.  21.] 

No.  32. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Samtmmd. 

Aduibaltt,  JoHftary  13, 1862. 
StB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Kussell,  that  Captain  Patciy 
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reporta  by  telegram  that  tfae  American  ressel  Tuscarora  has  returned 
to  her  oriifiQal  anchorage  at  the  entrance  of  the  Itcben  Channel. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  BOMAIHB. 


LFrom  British  Bine  Book,  "North  Amerioa,"  No.  6, 1862,  pp.  ^-38.] 

No.  33. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiealtt,  January  13, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commisgioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Busaell,  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  11th  instant,  from  Captain  Fatey,  the  senior  ofUcer  of  her 
M^esty's  ships  at  Sonthampton,  tflgethcrwith  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence which  liaa  passed  between  that  officer  and  tiie  commanders  of  the 
Toscarora  and  Na«hviile  respecting  the  detention  of  one  vessel  until  the 
expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after  the  other's  departure. 
I  am,  &G., 

W.  G.  HOMAINB. 


[IneloBiire  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 
\ 

Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 
Mt  Loed:  Referring  to  your  telegram  delivered  to  me  at  2.15  a.  m.  of 
this  date,  directing  me  to  give  notice  to  both  Americans  that  I  had 
received  orders  detaining  one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-^our 
hoxu-s'  start,  I  have  the  honor  U)  furnish  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copies  of  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  betweeji  myself  and  the  commanders  of  the  Tus- 
carora and  Nashville,  respectively,  on  the  subject  in  question — iuclosure 
Ko.  2  being  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  captain  of  the  Tuscarora, 'and 
incloBore  No.  3  copy  of  his  reply,  in  which  their  lordships  will  observe 
the  Nashville  is  desi^ated  a  pirate  j  inclosure  No.  4  is  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  commander  of  Nashville,  and  inclosure  No.  5  a  copy  of  bis 
answer  thereto. 
I  am,  &C., 

C.  G.  E.  PATET. 


[iDclosnre  No.  2.]  « 

Captain  Fatey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  N.  ■ 

Admibalty  Office, 
Southampton,  Jamtary  11, 1862. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders  with 
reapect  to  the  ship  under  yonr  command  and  the  Nashville,  to  detain 
one  vessel  nntil  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours'  start. 


0.  G.  E. 


i^SSlk 


576  BEBEL   CSUI8EB8. 

[Incloaare  No.  3.'] 
Commands  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

TusoAROBA,  'Southampton,  January  11, 1862- 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ofyour  letter  of  this 
dat«. 

Ton  may  rpat  assured  that  I  will  strictly  observe  all  the  hoars  by  which 
international  inten^ourse  is  regnlated,  and  will  not  depart  from  tJils  iK>rt 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the  sailing  of  the  pirate  Hashyille. 
I  shall  exjiect  of  you  a  strict  impartiality  iu  this  matter. 
I  am,  &c., 

3.  AUG'S  CRAVEIT. 


[Inclosnie  No.  4.] 
Captain  Fatey  to  Commander  Feagram,  C.  8.  JT. 

Admiealtt  Office, 
Southampton,  January  11, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  received  orders  with 
respect  to  the  ship  under  your  command  and  the  Tuscarora,  to  detain 
one  vessel  until  the  other  has  had  twenty-four  hours'  start. 
I  am,  &c., 

C.  G.  B.  PATET. 


[Inclosiure  No.  5.]  , 

Commander  Peasant,  C.  8.  2f.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

Nashtilus,  Southampton,  January  21, 1862. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  to- 
day's date,  intimating  to  me  that  in  the  event  of  the  Tuscarora  proceed- 
log  to  sea,  the  ship  under  my  command  is  not  to  leave  until  twenty-fonr 
hours  shall  have  elapsed  after  the  Tnscarora's  departure,  and  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  I  shall  rigidly  conform  to  the  instructions  of  your  gov- 
ernment in  this  respect,  and  you  may  dei>eud  that  notliing  whatever  shall 
be  done  on  my  part  to  iuMnge  the  neutrality  of  this  port, 
I  have,  &c., 

E.  B.  PEAGEAJL 

[From  BritiBh  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6,  1868,  p.  23.] 

No.  34.  . 

the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiealtt,  January  15, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
send  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Eussell,  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  14th  instant,  from  Captain  Patcy,  relative  to  the  American  ves- 
sels Tuscarora  and  Nashville,  now  at  Southampton. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINB. 

P.  S. — Tuscarora  weighed  and  passed  Galshot  at  2  p.  m.  to-day,  in  a  fag- 

,  -  W.  G.  B. 

DK|,IZ.dbAj(>(>^IC 
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[Inoloonre.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Secretary  to  die  AdmiraHy, 

[Extract.] 

Southampton,  January  14, 1862. 

I  faave  the  honor  to  acquaint  yon,  for  ihe  information  of  the  lords 
conunissioners  of  the  admiralty,  that  in  canning  ont  their  lordships' 
orders,  as  conveyed  to  me  by  yoar  telegram  received  at  2.15  a.  m.  of  the 
.  12th  instant,  I  proceeded  early  in  the  morning  of  that  date  on  board  the 
Nashville,  lying  in  the  docks,  and  after  some  conversation  with  the  com- 
mander of  that  vessel,  who  met  me  in  the  most  conciliatory  spirit,  show- 
ing the  greatest  anxiety  not  to  do  anj-thint;  which  conld  in  the  slightest 
degree  tend  to  inMnge  the  neotrality  of  this  jwrt ;  and  after  which  con- 
versation I  handed  him  my  letter,  and  reqnested,  if  he  saw  no  objection, 
he  wonld  give  me  a  written  acknowledgment,  which  wonld  embody  what 
be  had  already  stated.    This  he  immediately  did. 

After  communicating  with  the  Naahville,  it  then  blowing  a  heavy  gale 
of  wind,  I  was  nnable  to  communicate  with  the  Tuscarora  until  two  p.  m, 
of  the  same  day,  when  I  sncceeded  in  obtaining  a  tug,  and  by  that  means 
reached  the  Tuscarora  in  the  stream,  on  board  which  ship  1  was  received 
by  her  commander,  whom  I  informed  of  my  orders.  After  a  discussion 
on  various  points  involved  in  the  question  of  neutrality,  1  placed  in  bis 
hands  the  communication  which  I  ha4  addressed  to  him.  At  the  same 
time  I  stated  that,  to  prevent  any  possible  misunderstanding  in  the  mat- 
ter, I  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  written  reply  from  him,  which,  after 
some  hesitation,  and  desultory  remarks  re8]>ecting  the  Sashville,  and  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  of  North  America  generally,  to  which  that 
vessel  belongs,  he  complied,  and  handed  me  a  letter  in  which  the  speci- 
fied twenty-four  hours  were  omitted.  In  pointing  out  this  grave  omis-  ■ 
sion,  to  which  he  did  not  agree  with  me  in  attaching  the  same  importance^ 
after  some  farther  discusssion,  however,  he  wrote  and  gave  to  me  the 
letter,  copy  of  which  is  already  in  their  lordships'  possession,  remarking 
that  he  looked  to  me  to  exercise  the  strictest  impartiality  between  him- 
self and  the  pirate  Nashville,  as  he  termed  that  vessel. 

I  thought  it  aa  well,  while  on  board  the  Tuscarora,  to  refer  to  the  fact 
of  his  having  sent  ofBccrs  and  men  into  the  docks  to  watch  the  Nashville, 
and  also  to  point  out  that  a  boat  from  his  ship,  apparently  armed,  had 
been  observed  pulling  in  and  ont  of  the  docks,  without  landing,  during 
the  night. 

He  observed  that  this  should  not  be  repeated ;  and  it  was  at  thia 
moment  he  made  the  remark,  before  referred  to,  with  regard  to  my  exer- 
cising a  strict  impartiality  between  him  and  the  Nashville. 

I  l^ve  not  failed  to  point  ont  to  Captain  Willcox,  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
Dauntless,  what  steps  I  have  considered  it  necessary  to  take  in  this  mat- 
ter; and  my  proceedings,  more  folly  detailed  in  this  letter,  will,  I  trusty 
meet  their  lordships'  approval. 

Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract,] 

No.  103.]  Leoatiok  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  17, 1862. 
Sm :  The  arrival  of  the  Tuscarora  at  Southampton  baa  had  the  effect 
of  materially  changing  the  purposes  of  the  confederate  emissaries,  at 
37  A  0— VOL.  n 
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the  same  time  that  it  has  created  great  uneasiness  oil  the  part  of  the  go\- 
erntnent,  firoto  the  fear  of  some  violatioa  of  uentnUity  and  a  conflict  within 
British  jnrisdictioD. 

I  received  a  note  £rom  Lord  Bossell  on  this  sabject.  a  copy  of 
which  I  transmit  herewith.  Id  coDsequence  of  it,  I  Immediately  wrote 
letters  to  Captain  Craven,  as  well  as  ta  Captain  Britten,  the  consul  at 
Southampton,  enjoining  it  upon  both  of  them  to  see  that  no  just  caose 
of  complaint  be  given :  to  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  they  will 
pay  every  attention.  In  the  mean  while  the  ^N'ashville  is  fearful  of  attempt- 
ing to  go  out  in  the  face  of  so  formidable  an  opponent.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  so  many  of  her  crew  have  deserted  as  to  make  her  depart- 
ure in  her  present  character  very  doubtful.  Bumors  have  been  coi- 
tently  circulated  at  Southampton  that  she  has  been  sold,  and  is  to  be 
put  under  British  colors  as  a  merchantman.  This  is  doubtless  one  of  the 
devices  for  escape  which  have  been  under  consideration. 

The  difficulty  in  the  way  probably  is,  that  the  means  have  not  yet  been 
found  of  evadin  g  the  requisitions  of  the  British  law  of  assignment  of  ves- 
sels, which  ai'e  all  based  upon  a  transfer,  Ixma  fide,  from  legitimate 
owners  to  real  purchasers.  But  so  great  must  be  the  expense  of  Iceeping 
her  in  her  present  state  of  coufinement,  and  so  little  is  she  really  fit  for 
the  service  in  which  she  has  been  enlisted,  that  it  would  not  surprise  me 
at  all  if  some  bona  fide  operation  of  the  kind  were  ultimately  effected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  SBWAfcn, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Earl  BmseU  to  Mr.  AdatM. 

FoKEiQN  Office,  January  10, 1862. 

SiB:  I  have  just  been  informed  that  armed  men  were  found  last  night 
watching  the  Kasbville  in  Southampton  docks,  and  that  they  were  dis- 
covered by  Mr.  Hodge,  the  dock  superintendent,  close  at  the  Na^ville's 
bows. 

I  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  you  that,  except  in  case  of  stress  of 
weather  forcing  them  to  land,  her  Ui^esty's  government  cannot  pennit 
armed  men  in  the  service  of  a  foreign  government  ibo  land  upon  Bntish 
ground. 

I  therefore  request  that  you  will  inform  the  captain  of  the  federal 
steamer  in  Southampton  waters  that  he  must  refrain  from  acts  of  this 
kind,  which  may  lead  to  a  collision  between  his  men  and  the  British 
authorities. 

I  have  also  to  inform  yon  that  no  act  of  hostility  can  be  permiUed 
between  the  federal  steamer  and  its  enemy  within  British  waters,  and 
that  orders  to  that  effect  will  be  issued  to  the  board  of  admiralty. 

In  the  case  of  the  Nashville  lea\ing  British  waters,  the  federal  steams 
of  war  win  not  be  permitted  to  start  from  British  waters  in  porsuit  of 
her  till  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours. 

The  same  rule  will  be  applied  to  the  vessels  of  the  so-called  Confed- 
erate States. 

X  am,  &c., 

RUSSELL 

Chaolxb  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  die.,  ^.,  i&o.  (  \>(>qIc 
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From  the  Britdah  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1863,  p.  34.] 

No.  35. 

The  Secretary  to  Oie  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Abhiralty,  JoMUary  22, 1862. 
Sm :  I  am  commaDded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
acqnaint  yoa,  for  the  iitformation  of  Earl  Russell,  that  at  eight  o'clock  on 
tiie  20th  instant  the  United  States  corvette  Tuscaroraleft  her  moorings, 
but  it  could  not  then,  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  weather,  he  asccr- 
talned  whither  she  proceeded,  hut  yesterday  morning  she  was  discovered 
to  be  at  anchor  just  outside  Calshot  castle. 

This  morning  she  is  reported  again  to  have  returned  to  her  former 
position  in  Sontliampton  water. 
I  am,  &C., 

W.  G.  ROMAnTE. 

JIfr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Bstract.] 

ISo.  105.J  Lbqation  of  thb  United  States, 

London,  January  2i,  1862. 
Sm:         •  *■•  •  •  •  •  a 

In  the  mean  while  the  relative  jtosition  of  the  Nashville  and  of  the  Tns- 
carora,  in  the  haihor  of  Southampton,  remains  unchanged.  On  the  other 
band,  the  Sumter,  having  been  warned  to  leave  Cadiz,  has  put  into  Gib- 
raltar, after  capturing  two  vessels.  This  tendency  to  take  refuge  in 
British  ports  is  becoming  so  annoying  to  the  government  here,  that  I 
shall  not  be  snrpriaed  if  the  limit  of  twenty-four  hours'  stay  be  soon 
adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  ' 


[From  Biitiab  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  24.] 

No.  36. 

The  Secretary  to  the  AdmiraitytoMr.  Hammond. 

Admtealty,  January  26, 1862. 
SlB :  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Buasell,  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Captain  Patey,  R.  N.,  and  of  the  reply  thereto,  relative  to  the  Amer- 
•  lean  vessels  Tuscarora  and  Nashville.  I  am  farther  to  acquaint  you  that 
orders  for  her  Majesty's  ship  Shannon  to  proceed  to  Southampton  as  soon 
aa  possible  have  been  sent  to  the  commander-iu-chief  at  Portsmouth. 
I  am,  &C., 

W.  0.  ROMAINE. 

Diciiiized  by  Google 
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[Inelonuc  No,  I.] 

Ooptoin  Pafey  to  the  Secretary  to  the  AdmiraUg. 

[EitrMtJ 

Southampton,  Janvary  25, 1862. 

I  have  the  honor  to  reqnest  you  will  be  pleaaed  to  bring  noder  the 
consideration  of  the  lords  commissioEere  of  the  admiralty  whether  it  is 
intended  to  allow  the  American  federal  ship  of  war  Tascarora,  and  the 
vessel  of  war  Nashville  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States  of  North  Amer- 
ica, to  remain  at  this  port  for  an  indeiiiiit«  period. 

The  Nashville's  necessary  defects  have  been  made  good,  and  she  has  been 
coaled;  and  judging  &om  the  frequent  movements  of  the  Toscarora  np 
and  down  the  Sonthampton  water,  including  one  trip  throngh  the  Needles 
and  round  the  Isle  of  Wight,  that  that  ship  is  in  all  respects  ready 
for  sea,  I  am  induced  to  brmg  this  matter  under  the  notice  of  their  lord- 
ships, because  it  appears  to  me,  from  the  course  ptumied,  and  avowedly 
so  made  known  to  me  by  the  captain  of  the  Toscarora  in  a  conversation 
which  I  have  had  with  that  officer,  he  will  do  his  atmost  to  render  the 
rule  of  twenty-fonr  hoars'  start,  wmeh  the  Nashville  may  be  inclined  to 
take  advantage  o^  null  and  void,  by  constantly  keeping  up  his  steam,  and 
having  slips  on  his  cable;  so  that  the  moment  Nashville  moves  Tuscarora 
will  precede  her^  ^id  at  once  claim  priority  of  sailing,  returning  to  this 
port  again  within  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  honrs.  It  hence  follows  that 
Nashville  is  closely  blockaded  in  a  neutral  p'ort,  and  this  is,  without 
doubt,  the  special  object  of  the  Tusearora's  visit  to  Southampton. 

I  would  also  beg  to  point  out  to  their  lordships  the  possibility  of  tiie 
Tascarora  and  Nashville  coming  into  collision  in  a  narrow  channel,  and 
at  night,  and  the  probability  of  the  Tuscarora,  supposing  that  the  other 
ship  had  purposely  run  into  her,  opening  fire  on  her,  andhence  bringing  on 
a  grave  di^culty  in  the  matter.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  this  pecu- 
liar case,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  communication  to  their  lord- 
ships that  they  may  toke  such  steps  as  may  by  them  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, respectfully  submitting  that  the  commanders  of  the  Tuscarora  and 
Nashville,  respectively,  should  be  called  upon  to  give  me  a  written  notice 
of  the  date  and  hour  they  intend  to  proceed  to  sea,  and  that  havuig 
received  such  notice  from  either  one,  the  other  should  be  immediately 
notified  of  the  faet,  and  that  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  followuntU  twenty- 
fonr  hours  had  elapsed. 


[Incloeaie  No.  3.] 

The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Ooptatn  Patey. 

AdVubaltt,  Janvary  26, 1862. 

SiB:  With  reference  to  your  letter  of  to-day's  date,  I  am  commanded 
by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  signify  their  direction  t»  , 
you  to  communicate  with  the  commanders  of  the  Tuscarora  and  Nadi- 
ville,  and  to  inform  them  that,  by  their  lordships'  order,  you  are  to  ohten  ■ 
f^om  them  written  promises  not  to  leave  their  present  position  without 
giving  you  twenty-four  hours'  notice  of  their  intention  to  depart. 

My  lords  have  given  this  direction,  which  is  not  opposed  to  the  rules 
of  international  usage,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  collision 
between  the  vessels  of  tiie  belligerent  powers ;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
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evident  state  of  preparatioi)  for  immediate  movement  which  is  maiotained 
on  the  part  of  toe  Toscarora. 
I  am,  &(u 

W.  G.  BOMAINE. 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1862,  p.  S6.] 

No  37, 

The  Secretary  to  the  AdmirtUty  to  Mr,  Hammond. 

ABumALTT,  January  27, 1862—2  p.  m. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acquaint  yon,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Bnssell,  that  the  following 
telegram  has  juat  been  received  from  Captain  Patey,  at  Southampton: 
"Toscarora  has  notified  intention  to  put  to  sea  to-morrow  at  11  a.  m." 
And  that  my  lords  have  answered  by  telegram — • 
*'  Toscarora  to  be  alloved  to  proceed;  acquaint  Nashville." 
I  am,  &c., 

W,  G.  EOMAEtE. 


[FnnD  Britieh  Blue  Booh,"North  Ameika,"  No.  6, 1868,  p.  S6.] 

Na  38. 

Mr.  Layard  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

FoRBiON  Offiob,  January  28,-1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  laid  before  Earl  Bassell  your  letter  to  Mr.  Hammond  of 
yesterday's  date,  reporting  the  answer  which  the  lords  commissioners 
of  the  admiralty  had  sent  by  telegraph  to  a  telegram  from  Captain  Patey, 
announcing  that  the  Toscarora  had  notified  her  intention  to  proceed  to 
sea  at  11  a.  m,  this  day. 
I  am,  &e., 

A.  H.  LAYABD. 

[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  Ameries,"  No.  6,166%,  p.  35-1 

No.  39. 

!I%e  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Admibaltt,  January  28, 1862. 
Snt:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  Earl  Russell,  that  the  inclosed 
telegram  has  been  received  from  the  senior  officer  of  her  Majesty's  ships  . 
at  &>uthamptoD,  respecting  the  departure  of  the  United  States  vessel 
of  war  Toscarora. 
I  am,  &c., 

W.  G.  EOMAINE. 


^dbyCoogle 
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[luclaeoTe.! 
Captain  Pateyto  the  Secretary  to  Uie  Admiralty. 
[Telegraphic.] 

Southampton,  January  28, 1862. 
Have  received  letter  from  tbe  Tuscarora :  "In  oonseqaence  of  weather, 
departnre  deferred  until  to-morrow,  or  first  fine  day." 

Beplied,  "Oould  not  6ee  anything  in  the  state  of  Uie  weather  to  pre- 
vent his  proceeding  to  sea,"  and  requested  "he  would  lose  do  time  in 
leaving  Southampton  water,  and  proceeding  to  sea." 


•  [Prom  BntJsli  Blue  Book,  "  North  America,"  No,  6, 1888,  p.  26.] 

No.  40. 

The  Secretary  to  ths  Admiralty  to  Mr.  Hammond. 

Admiealty,  January  29, 1862. 
9lB:  I  am  commanded  by  my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
to  acqnaintyou,  for  £he  information  of  Earl  Kussell,  that  at  8.10  a.  m. 
to-day  the  Tnsearora  weighed,  and  proceeded  down  Southampton  wa- 
ter. 

I  am,  &c.,  > 

W.  G.  EOMAIME. 

'  [From  Britbb  Blae  Book,  "North  America,"  Nq.  6, 1862,  p.  38.] 

No.  42. 

Xhe  Seeretary  to  the  Admiral^  to  Mr.  Sammond. 

Admiealtt,  Jarnua^  29, 1S63. 
Sm !  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  am  commanded  by 
my  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  to  send  yon  herewith,  for  the 
information  of  Earl  Bnssell,  a  copy  of  a  letter  &om  Capt^n  Patey,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  and  of  its  inctosnres,  relative  to  the  United  States  ves- 
sel of  war  Tuscarora  having  deferred  her  departnre  from  Southampton 
water. 

I  am,  &C., 

W.  G.  BOMAUTE. 

[Inclosnie  No.  1.] 

Captain  Patey  to  the  Seeretary  to  the  Admiralty. 

Soxtthahpton,  January  28, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  this  morn- 
ing tmtn  the  commander  of  the  Tuscarorar  with  copy  of  my  reply  thereto. 
I  ^ve  not  np  to  this  hour,  5,30  p.  m.,  received  any  nulher  oommnnication 
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from  OommEuider  OraveQ,  nor  is  there  the  least  sign  of  the  Tascsrora 
proceeding  to  sea,  althoagh  the  weather  continues  moderate. 

I  beg  to  acquaint  their  lordships  that  her  M^esty's  ship  ShanuoQ  ar- 
rived and  anchored  just  inside  Galshot  at  nine  this  morning. 
I  am,  fto., 

0.  PATET. 

[Indosnre  No.  2. — Commander  Oraven,  U.  8.  'S.,  to  Captain  Patey, 
January  28, 1862.] 

[locloBure  No.  3. — Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  S.  JS., 
January  28, 1862.] 

[For  the  two  incloanres  above  referred  to  see  dispatch  No.  108  of  Mr. 
Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  dated  Jauuary  30, 1862,  post.] 


[From  British  Bine  Book,  "North  America,"  No.  6, 1863,  p.  38.] 

No.  43. 

Mr.  LayarA  to  the  Secretary  to  Gte  Admiralty. 

Foreign  Office,  •Jonitot^  30, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  am~  directed  by  Earl  Bassell  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
note  from  Mr.  Adams,  &c.,  inclosing  copies  of  Captain  Patey's  corre- 
spondence with  the  commander  of  the  Tnscarora,  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  vessel,  and  commenting  npon  the  terms  of  Captain  Patey's 
letter  to  Commander  Craven  of  the  28th  instant.  I  also  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  the  not*  which  Lord  Bussell  is  about  to  address  to  Mr. 
Adams  in  reply;  and  in  conformity  therewith  I  am  to  request  that  you 
will  move  the  board  of  admiralty  to  enable  Lord  Bussell  to  give  a  pre- 
cise answer  as  to  the  proceedings  to  which  Mr.  Adams  refers. 
I  am,  &o., 

A.  H.  LAYAED. 

[For  inclosnres  see  Mr.  Adamtfs  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  108, 
dated  January  30, 18G2,  jMwt.] 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  108.]  liEaATiON  OP  THE  Fnited  States, 

London,  January  30, 1862. 

SiE:  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence  between  Captain 
Patey,  senior  officer  at  Southampton,  and  Commander  Craven,  of  the 
Tuscarora,  which  were  ftimished  to  me  by  the  latter,  as  a  basis  of 
complaint  against  the  government  here. 

Although  not  altogether  convinced  that  that  complaint  is  well  founded, 
I  thought  there  was  sufficient  ground  for  it  to  justify  a  request  for  an 
explanation.  To  that  end  I  yesterday  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Kussell, 
a  copy  of  which  is  also  sent.  I  think  it  jrill  turn  out  that  a  sLoiilar 
notice  has  been  given  to  both  vessels,  and  that  the  unexpected  refusal 
of  Captain  Craven  to  depart  was  sospected  to  be  in  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  hia  engagement.    Should  a  reply  &Y>m  his  lordship  be  received 
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before  the  departnre  of  this  dispatch,  a  copy  of  it  vill  alao  aeconpai^ 

it. 

I  do  not  famish  any  fiirther  acooants  of  the  moTemeuta  made  at  the 
varioos  porta  of  the  kingdom  in  lud  of  the  insargenta,  for  the  reason 
that  the  respective  consuls  are  believed  to  be  so  active  in  forwarding 
the  infonnation  as  to  render  the  labor  on  my  part  snperflaona. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

OHABLES  PRAiTCIS  ABAMS. 
Hon.  WiLiJAM  H.  Sewasd, 

Seeretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  BugaeU. 

Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Jjondon,  January  29, 1862. 
My  Lobd  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  your  lordahip''s  consideration 
copies  of  certain  letters,  transmitted  to  me  by  Commander  Craven,  of 
the  TTnited  States  OMrvette  the  Tuscarora,  now  at  Southampton. 

It  would  appear,  &om  the  tenor  of  this  correspondence,  as  if  a  difEraent 
mle  were  about  to  be  applied  by  "her  Majesty's  govwnment  to  the  aimed 
ships  of  tiie  United  States  from  that  which  has  been  extended  to  tlirir 
enemies.  As  I  eannot  permit  myself  for  a  moment  to  believe  the 
existence  of  any  such  intention,  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  apply  to 
your  lordship  for  snch  an  explanation  ctf  the  tenns  of  Capbun  Patey^ 
note  of  the  28th  instant  as  may  reconcile  the  apparent  inconsistoiciy 
which  it  involves. 

'  Whilst  I  deem  it  needless  to  assure  yonr  lordship  of  the  desire  of  my 
government  to  abstain  from  any  and  all  acts  which  woold  tend,  in  the 
remotest  degree,  to  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  neutrality  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  her  Majesty,  it  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  source  of 
great  regret  if  even  a  shadow  of  ground  should  be  given  to  the  idea  that 
at  least  an  equal  degree  of  comity  is  not  extended  to  them  with  tiiat 
which  has  been  granted  to  persons  committing  the  most  hostile  aete 
against  their  authority. 
I  pray,  &c., 

OKABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Eight  Hon.  Babl  Russell,  (£c.,  (6c.,  (6c. 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  V.  S.  JT. 

ADumALTT  Office, 
Sout^mptoKf  Jamtary  26, 1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  am  directed  to  obtoin  from  you, 
as  well  as  from  the  commander  of  the  ITashville,  a  written  promise  diat 
you  will  not  leave  your  present  position  ■without  giving  me  tweuty-foor 
hours'  notice  of  your  intention  to  depart. 
I  am,  &C., 

CHAS.  G.  B.  PATET. 

D,ci,lzedbyC(K"l^lc 
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Oommander  CratCTi,  U,  8,  Jf.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

United  States  Steambb  Tuboaboha, 

Bouthampton,  January  26, 1862. 
Sib  :  i  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day. 

I  most  cheerfully  agree  to  the  reqturemetit  of  giving  yon  twenty-foor 
honr^  notice  of  my  intentioa  to  depart  from  this  anchorage, 
lam,  &&, 

J.  AUG'S  CRAVEN.     . 


Comnumder  Craven,  U,  8.  N,,  to  Captain  Pat^. 

TTnited  States  Steamer  Tusoaboka, 

8outhampt(m,  Jamvary  27, 1862, 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa  that  I  Intend  to  proceed  to  sea 
to-morrow  (Taesday)  at  11  a.  m. 
I  am,  &c., 

J.  AUG-S  CBAVEN. 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  XT,  8.  N. 

Admibaltt  Oppiob, 
8ou&iampton,  January  27, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  Iiay«  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  letter  of' 
this  day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  yoa  intend  to  proceed  to  sea  to- 
morrow (Tuesday)  at  11  a.  m.    A  notification  of  yoni  intention  ao  to 
proceed  has  been  commonicated  by  me  to  the  lieatenaat  commanding 
the  NashvUle. 
I  am,  &c, 

CHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY. 


Commander  Craven,  If.  8.  H.,  to  Captain  Patey. 

Uhited  States  Steames  Tusoaeoba, 

Southampton,  January  28, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  yon  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  I  shall  defer  my  departure  until  to-morrow, 
(Wednesday,)  or  the  flrat  fair  day. 
lam,  &c, 

J.  Ana's  CRATEN. 


Captain  Patey  to  Commander  Craven,  U.  8.  N. 

ASMIBAIjTT  Opfiob, 
Southampton,  January  28, 1862—11  a.  m. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  advising  me  that,  in  consequence,  as  you  allege,  of  the 
inclemeney  of  the  weather,  yon  intend  to  defer  your  departore  until 
to-morrowj  (Wednesday,)  or  Uie  first  fair  day. 

Sot  seeing  anything  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  preveal^^jpdifr 
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proceeding  to  sea  in  accord^ice  witli  the  intimatioii  expressed  in  your 
letter  to  me  of  yesterday,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  lose  no  time  in 
leaving  the  Southampton  waters,  and  prooeeding  to  sea  aecordingly. 

Having  received  from  you  a  written  notification  of  your  intention  to 

proceed  to  sea  this  day  at  11  a.  m,,  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  convey 

to  you  my  instructions,  which  were  "to  desire  that  you  would  leave  ths 

Southampton  waters  and  proceed  to  sea  to-day  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon." 

I  am,  &c., 

CHAS.  G.  E.  PATEY, 
Captain,  Superintm^ent,  Senior  O^eet. 


Earl  Uvasell  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  January  30, 1862. 

Sis:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  29th  inatant^ 
inclosing  certain  correspondence  transmitted  to  you  by  Commander 
Craven,  of  the  United  States  corvette  the  Tuscarora. 

I  can  assure  you  it  has  been  the  earnest  desire  of  her  M^^esty^ 
government  to  apply  the  same  eqnal  rule  to  the  armed  ships  of  Uie 
United  States  and  to  those  of  their  enemies. 

It  has  been  difficult  to  apply  to  the  Tuscarora,  however,  roles  which 
would  put  her  exactly  on  an  equality  with  the  Nashville,  for  leasoos 
which  can  only  be  explained  by  a  detail  of  the  facts. 

For  this  purpose,  the  best  course  will  be  that  I  should  refer  your 
letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  predse  answer 
as  to  the  proceedings  to  which  you  refer. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  stringent  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  any  infringement  of  her  Majesty's  neutrality 
dui'ipg  the  present  unhappy  contest,  are  about  to  be  promulgated. 
I  am,  &C., 

RUSSELL. 

Chables  Feanois  ^j>amb,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  (fco.,  <6c. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGM  Office,  F^ruary  1, 1862. 
Sm :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  a  summary  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  admiralty  in  regard  to  the  Tuscarora  and  Nashville  m 
Southampton  waters. 

I  t^nk  yon  will  see  from  this  summary  that  her  Mf^esty's  government 
have  reason  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the 
Tuscarora,  as  an  attempt  to  cany  on  hostilities  in  the  waters  of  » 
neutral. 

I  have  the  honor,  also,  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  London  Gazette,* 
cootainiog  the  rules  which  I  mentioned  to  yon  in  a  previous  letter. 
I  am,  &c, 

EUSSELL 
Ghaei^s  Fbancis  Adaus,  Esq.,  <£c.,  d^.,  dc. 


..,Cax>^[c 
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Statement  of  facta  icith  regard  to  the  Tuscarora,  United  States  vesael  of  war, 
arid  the  Naahville,  a  vessel  betonging  to  the  so-stykd  Confederate  States. 

November  21,  1S61.  !Nashville  arrived  at  Southampton,  and  taken 
into  dock  for  calking  and  other  repairs. 

December  15.  Tuscarora  arrived,  and  anchored  off  entrance  to  river 
Itchen. 

December  23.  Captain  Patey  reported  no  repairs  liad  been  made  in 
iNashville  beyond  what  were  absolutely  necessary,  and  that  she  had  nob 
been  in  any  way  equipped  more  completely  as  a  man-of-war. 

January  10, 1S62.  Captain  Patey  reported  that  dockmaster  at  Sonth- 
amptou  bad,  on  previous  night,  found  two  officers  (one  with  side-arms) 
and  three  men  belonging  to  Tuscarora  under  Qrading  dock  fence  on 
pier  between  dopks;  they  stated  that  they  were  stationed  tiiere  by  titeir 
captain's  orders  to  watch  Nashville,  and  to  make  a  signal  to  their  own 
ship  should  Nashville  attempt  to  get  under  way.  Dockmaster  removed 
these  persons. 

January  10.  Captain  Patey  also  reported  that  Tuscarora  bad  received 
one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,  and  had  kept  her  steam  up  since  her 
arrival,  with  a  spring  on  her  cable,  apparently  ready  for  sea. 

January  ix.  Captain  Wilieox,  of  her  Majestj-'s  ship  Dauntless,  sta- 
tioned in  Southampton  water,  informed  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  Nash- 
ville that  he  had  observed  preparations  for  their  departure,  and  had 
instructions  to  prevent  any  hostilities  in  British  watei's,  and  brought  to 
their  notice  that  the  law  of  nations  requires  that  twenty-four  hours 
should  elapse  before  the  departure  of  one  belligerent  ship  frouj  a  neutral 
port  in  pursuit  of  another  j  Captain  Patey,  as  senior  officer  at  Southamp- 
ton, also  informed  captains  of  Tuscarora  and  Nashville  that  he  bad 
received  orders  to  detain  one  vessel  until  the  other  had  twenty -four  hours' 
start.  Captains  of  two  vessels  answered  they  would  conform  to  law: 
and  Captain  Craven  (of  Tuscarora)  claimed  right  of  &ee  access  to,  and 
egress  from,  "waters  of  a  nation  believed  to  be  in  amity  with- United 
States,"  trusting  that  strict  impartiality  would  be  observed  between  the 
two  vessels.  In  reply,  Captain  Patey  referred  to  fact  of  Captain  Craven 
having  sent  officers  and  men  into  docks  to  watch  Nashville,  and  also 
point^  out  that  a  boat,  apparently  armed,  flrom  the  Tuscarora,  had  been 
observed  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  docks,  without  landing,  during  the 
night.    Captain  Craven  gave  assurance  that  this  would  not  be  repeated. 

January  13.  Tuscarora  left  anchorage  at  4  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to 
anchor  one  mile  west  of  Calahot  light-ship.     Returned  at  1  p.  m.  to  ' 
former  anchorage  at  entrance  of  Itchen  Kiver. 

January  15.  Tuscarora  at  2  p.  m.  weighed,  and  passed  Galsbot. 

January  16.  At  2  p.  m.  returned  to  original  anchorage. 

January  20.  At  8  p.  m.  proceeded  doAvn  Southampton  water,  and 
anchored  outside  Calshot  castle. 

January  22.  At  10  a.  m.  returned  to  anchorage  at  mouth  of  Itehen 
Eiver. 

January  25,  Captain  Patey  reported  Nashville  coaled,  and  necessary 
repairs  completed,  and  Tuscarora  rea^  for  sea;  also,  that,  in  conver- 
sation with  him.  Captain  Craven,  of  Tuscarora,  had  avowed  that  he 
would  do  his  utmost  to  render  rule  as  to  twenty-four  hours'  start  null 
and  void,  by  constantly  keeping  up  steam,  and  having  slips  on  her  cable, 
BO  that  the  moment  Nashville  might  move  Tuscarora  would  prAwde  her, 
and  claim  priority  of  sailing,  retarniug  agaiu  within  twenty-four  hours, 
and  so  actually  blockading  Nashville  in  a  neutral  port.  /- -      -,oL> 
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January  26.  Under  instractions,  Oaptain  Patey  obtaiiied  Tiitteii  prom- 
ises from  captains  of  Toscarora  and  Nashville  not  to  leave  their 
then  positions  without  giving  twebty-four  hours'  notice.  ■ 

January  27.  In  order  to  prevent  any  hostile  proceedings  between  the 
two  vessels  in  British  waters,  a  messenger  wa«  dispatched  in  the  mommg 
to  Southampton  with  instructions  to  Captain  Patoy  to  require  NaehviHe 
to  depart  by  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  January,  and 
Toscarora  on  following  day  at  same  hour:  bnt  at  1  p.  m.,  and  before  receiv- 
ing these  laat-mentioned  instructions,  Captain  Patey  telegraphed  that 
'captain  of  Tuscarora  httd  notified  to  him  that  that  ship  would  put  to  ses 
on  the  following  day,  namely,  on  the  28th  January,  at  XI  a.  m.  ToQiia 
tdegram  an  answer  was  at  once  sent  that  Tascarora  was  accordingly 
to  be  allowed  to  proceed  first;  and,  under  the  circumstances,  Oaptain 
Patey  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  the  captain  of  Tuscaroia 
of  the  orders  he  (Captain  Patoy)  received  subsequently,  (-on  the  aftemooa 
of  the  27th,)  requiring  the  ship  to  quit  Bonthamftton. 

January  28,  Captain  of  Tuscarora  reported  by  letter  to  Captain  Pat^ 
that  he  should  defer  departure,  in  consequence  of  inclemency  of  weather, 
until  29th,  or  first  fine- day.  Captain  Patoy,  in  answer,  told  Captain 
Craven  that  he  saw  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  weather  to  prevent  Tob- 
.  carora  proceeding,  and  requested  she  would  lose  no  time  in  doing  so, 
observiiig  that,  having  received  from  Captain  Craven  a  written  Dobfica- 
tion  of  his  intention  to  proceed  on  the  27th,  at  11  a.  nu,  he  (Gapt»iii 
Patoy)  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  convey  to  Captain  Craven  the 
instrnctions  he  had  received  for  Toscatora  to  leave  Southampton  at  noon 
on  the  28th. 

January  28,  Captain  Patey  directed  by  tol^raph  not  to  take  any  steps, 
at  present,  to  compel  Tuscarora's  departure. 

Janmiry  29.  At  8J.0  a.  m.  Toscarora  proceeded  down  Southampton 
water. 

Janttary  30.  Captain  Patey,  by  telegraph,  reports  Toscarora  at  2  p.  m. 
renfains  in  Yarmouth  Beads,  and  he  asks  for  instructions  as  to  NashviQA 
departure.  Informed,  in  reply,  that  the  time  of  Nashville's  departon 
will  date  from  hour  Tuscarora  shall  really  go  to  sea,  in  accordance  with 
notice.  . 

AD3IIBALTY,  January  30, 1862. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  13,]  United  SiATBa  Consttlatb, 

Liverpool,  Jfefrrwory  4, 1862. 
Sm:         •  •  •.*  •  •  •  • 

The  Nashville  left  Southampton  last  evening  and  has  gone  to  sea. 
The  Tuscarora,  with  steam  up,  is  detained  for  twenty-four  hours  by  the 
British  steamship  Shannon,  which  lies  alongside,  with  guns  loaded  and 
port-holes  opened. 

•  ••••••■• 

I  am,  sii',  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEI. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  Stater 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Jfr.  Smtard  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

[Extract.] 

So.  179.]  Dbpabtuent  of  Statb, 

Wdihingion,  February  5, 1862. 

Sis:  Your  dispatch  of  Jaonary  17,  No.  103,  fell  upon  the  department 
aa  merely  a  sfflall  part  of  the  lar^iest  toreign  mail  ever  received  here,  and 
only  after  sach  delays  as  left  inBotlicient  time  to  disiwae  of  the  aame' 
before  the  departure  of  the  outgoing  steamer. 

I  approve  entirely  of  yonr  proceeding  in  regard  to  the  iN^ashville,  irhile 
I  hail  the  aolicitnde  of  the  British  government  for  the  preservation  of 
peace  in  the  British  waters  as  a  favorable  indication.  I  have  given  to 
the  Navy  Departm^it  the  information  received  from  yon  concerning  the 
probable  attempt  to  tranrfer  the  Nashville  te  British  owners. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Ohasles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  ^e.,  &o,,  Ao, 


Mr.  Adtmt  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract] 

No.  112.]  Leoatiok  of  the  United  States, 

London,  February  7, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  inform  you  that  the  Nashville  has  es- 
caped.   As  early  as  the  2d  instant  Captain  Craven  wrote  to  me  from 
Portland  of  his  intention  to  abandon  the  pursuit,  and  to  turn  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Somter,  at  Gibraltar. 

•  ■•••■*■• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WmjAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward, 
[Extract.] 

No.  6.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Bermnda,  Ftbrmry  20, 1862. 
Bir:         •••••••• 

I  herewith  inclose  paper  No.  1^  copy  of  a  ctHnmnnication  receivecl  this 

day  from  Governor  Ord,  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  a  coal  depot  here. 

With  mach  respect,  I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  Omiml. 


Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Qovemor  Ord  to  Mr.  AUm. 


MouwT  Lakoton, 
Sermnda,  February  19, 1862. 
Sir:  It  having  been  intimated  to  me  that  vessels  laden  with  coals  raid 
consigned  to  you  have  recently  arrived  ia  the  port  of  St.  George's,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  there  a  coal  depot  for  the  nse  of  the  war  steamers 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  it  ia  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  BritauQic  Majesty  has  determined  not  to  allow  the  forma- 
tion Id  any  British  colony  of  a  coal  depot  for  the  use  of  their  vessels  of 
war,  either  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  so-styled 
Confederate  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hnmble  servant. 
H.  ST.  GEORGE  OED, 
Qovemor  and  Commemder-ivrVkief, 
C.  M.  AlXEN,  Esq., 

United  States  Conml. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Eitract.] 

'So.  6.]  CONSULArE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Bermu^,  February  20,  1862. 
Sib  :  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  rebel  steamer  Koshville  arrived  at 
these  islands  this  p.  m.,  reported  seventeen  days  from  Southampton, 
England,  short  of  coal     I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  prevent  her  getting  coal. 
I  am  informed  her  armament  is  the  same  as  when  here  last  fall,  but 
the  vessel  has  changed  some  in  appearance,  having  had  her  masts  short- 
ened, and  some  alterations  about  her  head.    She  has  bat  little  cargo,  if 
Miy.  •••••••• 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  OomvL 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  7.]  COHSUULIE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

Bermuda,  February  22, 1862. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  Inform  yon  the  steamer  Nashville  is  still  hwe, 
and  is  obtaining  a  supply  of  coals  from  the  British  ship  Mohawk.    They 
report  having  seen  no  vessel  on  the  jpassage  hither  from  England.    I 
understand  it  is  their  intention  to  go  from  here  immediately  home. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  Coiuui 
Hon.  Weluam  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  ^  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Allen  to  Mr.  Seward, 


ITo.  8.]  OONStrLATE  op  THB  UNITED  STATES, 

Bermuda,  F^rrvary  25, 1862. 
Sib  ;  I  beg  to  inform  yon  that  the  steamer  Nashville  left  here  yester- 
day, after  taking  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal,' and  all  of 
the  crew  and  master  of  the  schooner  Pearl,  recently  arrived  here  from 
Newbem,  North  Carolina.  She  left  these  islands  under  escort  of  her 
M^esty'a  steamer  SpiteftU,  and,  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather,  I 
think  she  will  go  direct  to  Charleston,  or  vicinity. 

I  am  reliably  informed  that  a  large  portion  of  her  crew  were  confined 
below  deck  while  in  port  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  ALLEN,  Comul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

•  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adama. 
[ExtTMrt.] 

No.  195.]  Department  of  State, 

Waxkington,  Ft^miary  26, 1862. 

Sm :  Your  dispateh  of  Febniary  7,  No.  112,  has  been  received. 

Captain  Craven  has  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  very  full 
reports  of  his  proceedings  at  Sonthampton,  and  the  reasons  npon  which 
ttiey  were  conducted.  Until  something  further  shall  be  known  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  urgent  reasons  for  my  dwelling  upon  the  subject  in 
this  correspondence.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pirates  will  find  no  suflS- 
cient  encouragement  to  induce  them  to  continue  their  operations  in  Euro- 
pean waters.  The  desperate  condition  of  the  insurrection  in  the  ports 
and  on  the  coa«ts  of  our  own  country  will  probably  operate  against 
extensive  operations  on  their  part  abroad.  ^ 

•  ••••■••• 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

"WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  <&€.,  &c. 


[From  British  Btae  Book,  "Noith  America,"  Na.  1, 1863,  p.  41.] 

No.  46. 

Earl  RvMsell  to  Lord  Lyons. 

[EriwMit] 

FoEBiOM  Office,  November  28, 1862. 
Although  the  matter  to  which  I  now  refer  is  not  of  recent  date.  I  think 
it  as  well  that  a  formal  record  should  exist  of  the  language  held,  by  Vis- 
count Falmerston  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  conversation  which  took  place  in 
the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  when  the  United  States  steamer  Tns* 
carora  and  the  confederate  steamer  Nashville  were  in  British  waters. 
Lord  Falmerston  stated  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  occasion  in  question. 
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that  her  Majesty's  goTemment  coald  not  permit  any  interferenoe  with 
any  vessel,  British  or  foreign,  within  British  waters ;  that  witii  regard 
to  vessels  met  with  at  sea,  her  Majesty's  government  did  not  meao  to 
dlspate  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United  States  ships  of  war  to  eearcb 
theuij  bat  that  the  exercise  of  that  right,  and  of  the  right  of  detention  in 
certain  conditions,  most  in  each  case  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  cir- 
camstances  of  the  case ;  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  discosB 
such  matters  then,  because  they  were  not  in  point ;  bat  that  it  wonld 
not  do  for  the  United  States  ships  of  war  to  harass  British  commerce 
on  the  high  seas,  under  pretense  of  preventing  the  confederates  from 
receiving  things  that  are  contraband  of  war. 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  Mr.  Adams  the  account  which 
Lord  Pahnerston  had  given  me  of  the  language  which  he  had  thna  held, 
and  Mr.  Adams  agreed  in  ita  accuracy. 


THE  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  SmoarA, 
[Extract.] 

'So.  13.]  UmrED  Statrs  Consxtiate, 

Liverpool,  Febrwtry  4, 1862. 
Sib  :  In  my  last  two  dispatches  I  called  attention  to  the  iron  screw 
steam  gunboat  Oreto,  or  Oretis,  bein^  boilt  at  Liverpool  and  fitted 
out  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.  She  is  now  taking  in  her  coal,  and 
appearances  indicate  that  she  will  leave  here  the  latter  part  of  this  week 
without  her  armament.  The  probabilities  are  she  will  run  into  some 
small  port  and  take  it  and  immianition  on  board.  This  of  itself  is  some- 
what suspicious.  They  pretend  she  is  built  for  the  ItaUan  government, 
but  the  Italian  consul  here  informs  us  that  he  knows  nothing  about  it, 
has  no  knowledge  whatever  of  any  vessels  being  built  for  his  govern- 
ment. There  is  much  secrecy  observed  about  her  and  I  have  been  unable 
to  get  anything  definite,  bnt  my  impressions  are  strong  that  she  is 
int^dcd  for  the  southern  confederacy.  I  have  commonicated  my  im- 
pressions and  all  the  facts  to  Mr.  Adams,  oar  minister  at  London.  She 
h.3S  one  funnel,  three  maata,  bark-rigged,  eight  port-holes  for  gnna  on 
each  side,  and  is  to  carry  sixteen  guns. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward, 

Seerektry  of  Staie. 


THOMAS  H,  DDDLBT. 


Mr.  Dudlfg  to  Mr.  Seward. 
tExtroot.] 

No.  18.1  United  States  Consulate, 

Uverpool,  F^muiry  19, 1862. 
■Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  •      . 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doobt  but  what  she  (the  Florida)  is  in- 
tended for  the  so-called  southern  confederacy.    Information  from  many 
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different  sonrcea  all  coDflrm  it,  ami  some  of  the  soathern  ^eota  have 
admitted  it.  On  Friday  ni^tit  last,  ber  gun  carriages  in  pieces  and  some 
in  a  rough  Btat«  were  taken  on  boaid  aud  put  down  in  the  hold.  It  is 
undei'stood  that  her  guns  are  at  the  foundery  of  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co. 
It  is  probable  they  may  be  taken  on  in  boxes  and  mounted  after  they 
get  out  to  sea,  bnt  I  have  nothing  to  warrant  this  sappositiouj  except 
the  fact  of  the  gun  carriages  being  taken  on  board  in  the  night  time  and 
in  the  manner  they  were.  She  will  be  quite  equal  in  strength  and  ar- 
mament to  the  Tuscarora  when  completed.  She  made  a  trial  trip  of 
twenty  miles  yesterday.  I  have  made  this  vessel  the  subject  of  two 
dispatches  to  Minister  Adams,  and  communicated  to  him  all  the  parti- 
culars. 

•  ■••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  Utate*  Conavl. 
Hon.  WlLixui  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretart/  of  State. 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  123.1  Lbgation  of  .the  United  States, 

London,  February  27, 1862. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  information  furnished  to  me  by  the  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Liverpool  of  certain  suspicious  movements  at  that 
port,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  a  representation  to  Lord  Russell  of 
the  facts  attending  the  outfit  of  the  steam  gunboat  Oreto,  and  to  ask 
an  investigation.  Copies  of  the  notes  that  have  passed  on  this  subject 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

Presuming  that  you  are  in  constant  receipt  of  intelligence  i^m  the 
consuls  in  the  various  ports  of  the  preparation  of  vessels  with  supplies 
of  all  sorts  intended  to  run  the  blockade  of  the  southern  ports,  I  do  not 
attempt  to  furnish  the  information  which  I  obtain.  The  temptation  of 
rising  prices  will,  of  course,  stimulate  these  ventures  just  so  long  as 
there  shall  be  any  reasonable  chance  of  escaping  the  vigilance  of  our 
cruisers. 

There  seems  to  be  less  and  less  disposition  to  press  complaints  about 
the  blockade.  The  remarks  attributed  to  M.  Billault,  in  the  senate  of 
France,  leave  little  forther  hope  of  co-operation  against  it  from  that 
quarter. ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRAiJCia  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr,  AdaTM  to  Earl  RuasetU 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  February  18, 1862. 
Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  an  extract  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  consnl  of  th«  Unitea 
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States  at  Liverpool,  going  to  show  tbe  prepatatioo  at  tbat  port  of  an 
armed  BteaDier  eviaently  intended  for  hoetile  operationg  on  the  ocean. 
Froin  the  evidence  fnmiahed  in  the  names  of  the  persons  stated  to  be 
concerned  in  her  construction  and  oatftt,  I  entertain  little  doubt  that 
the  intention  is  precisely  that  indicated  in  the  letter  of  the  consnl— the 
carrjing  on  war  against  the  United  States.  The  parties  are  the  same 
vbicb  dispatched  the  Bermuda  laden  with  contraband  of  war  at  tbe 
time,  in  Augnst  last,  when  I  had  the  honor  of  calling  yonr  lordship's 
attention  to  her  position,  which  vessel  then  succeeded  in  running  the 
blockade,  and  which  now  appears  to  be  about  again  to  depart  on  a  bke 
errand. 

Should  further  evidence  to  sustain  the  allegations  respecting  tbe  Oreto 
be  held  necessary  to  effect  the  object  of  securing  tbe  interposition  of  her 
ME^esty's  government,  I  will  make  an  effort  to  procure  it  in  a  more  formal 
manner. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consider- 
atloD  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  most  obedient  sen^ant, 
CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  &c.,&c.,  &c. 


Mr.  I^wtUey  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Extract.1 

United  States  Consulate, 

JAverpoot,  February  17, 1862. 
SiE :  The  gunboat  Oreto  is  still  at  this  port.  She  is  making  a  trial 
trip  in  the  river  to-day.  No  armament  as  yet  on  board.  She  has  pat 
up  a  second  smoke  stack  since  I  wrot«  to  you ;  she  therefore  has  tvo 
funnels,  three  masts,  and  is  bark -rigged.  I  am  now  informed  that  she  a 
to  carry  eight-riiled  cannon  and  two  long  swivel  gnus  on  pivots  80 
arranged  as  to  rake  both  fore  and  ait.  No  pains  or  expense  has  been 
spared  in  her  construction,  and  when  fidly  armed  she  will  be  a  fonni- 
dahle  and  dangerous  craft;  in  strength  and  armament  qnite  equal  to 
the  Tuscarora;  so  1  should  judge  from  what  t  learn.  Mr.  Miller,  who 
built  the  hull  says  be  was  employed  by  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co^  and 
that  they  own  the  vessel.  I  have  obtained  information  from  many  dif- 
ferent sources,  all  of  which  goes  to  show  that  she  is  intended  for  the 
Boatberu  confederacy.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  the  case.  She  is 
ready  to  take  her  arms  on  hoard.  I  cannot  learn  whether  they  are  to 
be  shipped  here  or  at  some  other  port.  Of  course  she  is  intended  as  a 
privateer.  When  she  sails  it  will  he  to  hum  and  destroy  whatever  she 
meets  with  bearing  the  American  flag.  •  »  •  • 

1  hare  the  honor,  &c.,  &c. 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Contvl 
Chableb  Francis  Adaus,  Esq., 

United. States  Jlfinlsfer  at  London. 

N.  B.  The  gun-carriages  for  the  Oreto  I  have  just  learned  were  taken 
on  board  on  Friday  night  last,  in  a  rongh  state  and  taken  down  in  the 
hold.  Fraserj  Trenholm  &  Co.  have  made  advances  to  Fawoettj  Preston 
&  Co.,  and  Mdler  the  builder.  (--  i  , 
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Earl  BuiBell  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  February  19, 1862. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  dat«,  calling  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  a 
steamer  now  fitting  out  at  Liverpool,  which  you  state  it  is  believed  is 
abont  to  be  dispatdied  with  a  view  of  making  war  against  the  people 
of  the  United  States ;  and  I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  lost  no 
'  time  in  commuoicating  with  the  proper  department  of  her  Mcyesty's 
government  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c 

KUSSELL. 
CttAELES  FEiNOis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£-c.,  tfcc,  ^. 


Earl  Busaell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoHBiGM  Office,  F^imary  26, 1862. 

Sib  :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  Idth  instant,  on  the  subject 
of  the  steamer  OretOj  which  was  believed  from  reports  you  had  received 
to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  with  a  view  to  acting  hostilely  against  the^ 
people  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  here- 
■with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  to  the  lorda 
commissioners  of  her  Majesty's  treasury,  reporting  the  result  of  the 
investigationa  which  they  have  caused  to  be  instituted  with  regard  to 
the  vessel  in  question. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Chablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  t&c,  &c.,  &c. 


Report  of  British  CommUsioners  of  Customs, 

•  CUSTOM-HOUSE,  February  22, 1862. 

Tour  lordships  having  referred  to  us  the  annexed  letter  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desire  of  Ear]  Bussell,  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Adams,  inclosing  an  estract  of  a  communication  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  Liverpool,  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  a  steam  vessel 
called  the  Oreto,  reported  to  be  fitting  out  at  Liverpool  as  a  southern 
privateer,  and  requesting  that  immediate  inquiries  may  be  made  respect- 
ing this  vessel,  we  report: 

That  on  the  receipt  of  your  lordship's  reference  we  forthwith  in- 
structed oar  collector  at  Liverpool  to  make  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
vessel  Oreto,  and  it  api>ears  from  his  report  that  she  has  been  built  by 
Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons  for  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  engineers,  of 
Liverpool,  and  is  intended  for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Brothers,  of 
Palermo,  one  of  that  firm  having  frequently  visited  the  vessel  during 
the  process  of  building. 

The  Oreto  is  pierced  for  four  guns,  [61]  but  she  has  yet  taken  nothing 
on  bcrard  but  co^s  and  ballast.  She  is  not  at  present  fitted  for  the 
reception  of  guns,  nor  are  the  builders  aware  that  she  is  to  be  supplied 
■vrith  guns  while  she  remains  in  this  country.  The  expense  of  her  coa- 
fitmction  has  been  paid  and  she  has  been  handed  over  to  Messrs,  Fawcett 
&  Preston.    Me8srB.MiUer  &  Sons  state  their  belief  that  herdestiiiatioii 
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ia  Palermo,  as  they  have  been  reqaested  to  recommend  &  master  to  take 
her  to  that  port,  aod  our  collector  at  Liverpool  states  that  he  has  everf 
reason  to  believe  that  the  vessel  is  for  the  Italiaa  government. 

We  beg  farther  to  a<id  that  special  directions  have  been  given  to  the 
ofBcers  at  Liverpool  to  wat«h  the  movements  of  the  vessel,  and  that  we 
will  not  fail  to  report  forthwith  any  circumstances  whidi  may  occur 
worthy  of  year  lordship's  cognizance. 

THOS.  F.  FREEMANTLE. 
GRENVILLE  C.  L.  BBEKELET. 

The  Lords  Cohmissionebs  of  Iter  Majesty's  Treatwry. 

3fy  Dvdles  to  Mr  Beward. 
[Extract] 
No.  25.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  March  1, 1862. 
Sib  :  Day  before  yesterday  I  wrote  the  department  that  I  had  obtained 
evidence  that  the  gunboat  Oreto  was  intended  as  a  prirateer,  and  that 
she  was  taking  on  her  provisions,  &c.  Since  then  -  she  has  been  qnite 
bosy  in  taking  on  provisions.  She  has  a  very  large  quantity,  enon^ 
for  a  long  cruise.  They  are  getting  as  many  sontbem  sailors  as  they 
can.  They  want  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  if  they  can  procure  them. 
The  pilot  has  been  told  they  would  leave  to-day :  they  are  only  waiting 
for  the  arrival  of  the  West  India  boat  at  Soatbampton.  The  captaio 
who  ia  to  command  her  is  to  come  by  this  boat.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Dognyd,  a  Scotchman,  is  to  take  her  out  of  this  port  as  an  EngUdi 
vessel.  Her  transfer  wUl  be  made  outside.  The  pilot  thinks  she  will 
not  come  back  to  Liverpool  after  her  trial  trip.  He  is  given  to  nnder- 
stand  that  she  will  go  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  then  to  Holyhead,  and  some 
other  ports,  in  one  of  which  her  guns  will  be  placed  on  board,  and  then 
she  wiJl  eater  at  once  on  her  cmtse  and  sail  to  tlie  Mediterranean.  I 
have  made  arrangements  by  which  I  think  intelligence  of  her  move- 
ments will  be  communicated  to  me.  Yesterday  I  addressed  letters  to 
the  consuls  on  the  Mediterranean,  and  seaports  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
some  others,  advising  them  of  this  vessel,  and  reqnesting  them  to  i«- 
port  her  if  she  should  visit  the  port.  The  programme,  as  laid  down  to  the 
pilot,  may  not  be  carried  out,  but  it  looks  very  probable,  when  taken  ia 
connection  with  the  large  supplies  of  provisions  she  has  received  on 
bofurd. 

I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  ConmL 
Hon.  WmuAM  H.  Sewabd, 

(Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

fEitract.] 

Ko.  27.]  UiaTBD  States  Cohsulatb, 

Liverpool,  March  6, 1862. 
Sib:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Owing,  as  it  is  alleged,  to  the  authoiitiea  here,  the  t^to  hw  be« 

^1  XuKi^Tc 
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compelled  to  register  aa  an  English  vessel,  and  be  regularly  entered, 
Sec  She  entered  on  Saturday  last  for  Palermo  (Id  Sicily)  and  Jamaica 
(ia  the  West  Indies,)  W.  0.  Miller  as  owner,  and  Dngnid  as  commander. 
Her  gnns  are  not  on  board.  She  shipped  her  crew  on  Monday  last.  In- 
closed find  a  copy  of  an  agreement  ^ven  by  the  captain  te  one  of  the 
men.  By  it  yoa  will  see  that,  while  Miller  is  the  owner,  Fawcet,  Pres- 
ton &  Co.  pay  the  men.  I  have  this  document  temporarily  in  my  pos- 
Bession.  The  transfer  of  ithe  vessel  to  the  southern  confederacy  will  not 
be  made  here,  but  at  some  place  outside ;  it  may  be  at  Palermo  or  Ber- 
mnda,  but  most  likely  at  some  place  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  the  pilot 
fuid  all  the  men  are  now  given  to  understand  that  they  are  first  U)  go 
there.  The  foreman  in  Fawcet,  Preston  &  Co.  told  a  young  man  for- 
merly in  the  employ  of  that  company  that  the  giins  for  the  Oreto  were  to 
be  shipped  to  Palermo  and  put  ou  board  at  that  place ;  while  another 
person  in  their  foundeiy  told  one  of  my  men  that  the  guns  had  been  sent 
on  the  steamer  Bermuda,  and  were  to  be  landetl  at  Bermuda,  and  that 
the  Oreto  was  to  call  there  for  them.  "Which  of  these,  or  whether  either 
of  them  is  true,  I  cannot  tell,  but  what  gives  some  strength  to  the  lat- 
ter statement  is,  the  fact  that  on  Saturday  morning  last,  while  the  Ber- 
moda  was  in  the  river,  and  just  before  she  sailed,  several  large  cannon 
were  placed  on  hoad  of  her.  Both  of  these  persons  in  the  employ  of 
Fawce^Preston  &  Oo.  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  the  confeder- 
ates. The  report  is  that  she  is  to  stop  at  Holyhead.  I  have  sent  a 
man  there  to  watch  her,  and  made  arrangements  with  one  of  the  crew 
to  give  information  from  time  to  time ;  made  her  the  subject  of  a  num- 
ber of  communications  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  on  Friday  addressed  a  circu- 
lar to  all  our  consuls  in  the  Mediterranean,  refjuesting  them  to  look  af- 
ter and  report  to  the  department  in  case  she  ^oald  visit  the  port.    • 

•  •  •  •  The  provisions  of  the  Oreto 

are  of  the  very  best  kind,  and  very  ample,  (the  pilot  says  enough  to  last 
for  a  year,)  with  abundance  of  wines  and  liquors  for  the  officers.  She 
sailed  from  hwe  last  evening,  the  bill  of  entry  says,  for  Palermo,  and 
Jamaioa,  in  ballast.    Her  crew  shipped  consists  of  flfty-two  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  Con$ul. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


£5.00.]    Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  3d  day  o/ March,  1862. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Oreto  sails  from  the  port  of  Liverpool,  the 
undersigned  do  here  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  ^lall 
.advance  five  pounds — shillings — pence  to  Thomas  Gill,  on  this  agree- 
ment, the  sum  of  five  pounds — shillings  — ^pence,  provided  the  said 
Thomas  Oill  shall  sail  in  tlie  said  ship  from  the  said  port  of  Liverpool. 

J.  L.  DUGUID. 

Payable  at  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co..  York  Buildings. 
Indorsed  on  the  hack:  "Beceivea  the  value  of  the  note.    Thomas 
Gill,  cook.    3d  March,  1862." 
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ifr.  Adatm  to  Mr.  Seieard. 

[Extract  1 

So.  128.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

iMtdon,  Marek  7, 1862. 
8ib:  •  •  •  •     .         •  . 

Having  received  notice  of  the  departure  of  the  Oreto  for  Palermo,  I 
immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Marsh,  at  Turin,  to  apprise  him  of  ber  deBtl- 
natioD,  and  likewise  to  Mr.  Sprague,  tbe  active  consul  at  Gibraltar,  in 
order  tliat  he  might  establish  his  comtnunicatioas  with  the  various  offi- 
cers in  the  Mediterranean  as  to  her  ulterior  movemeuta.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  to-day  from  him  of  the  arrival  at  Cadiz  of  the  Siearsarge. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,' 

CHAKLES  FRiNCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract] 

Ko.  133.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  March  27, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  from  the  depart- 
ment of  dispatches  numbered  from  199  to  208,  inclusive. 

It  will  have  come  to  yonr  knowledge,  by  the  reception  of  my  dispatch 
THo.  131,  of  the  )3th  of  March,  that  I  had  already  acted  in  conformit; 
with  the  suKgestioos  contained  in  your  THo.  207,  dated  on  the  11th,  b; 
addressing  a  note  tu  Earl  Bnssell  in  remonstrance  against  the  notoriou 
activity  of  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  in  efforts  to  set  at  aaugfat  the 
blockade.  To  that  communication  I  have  notyetreceiveda.reply.  The 
reception  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  contain- 
ing additional  information' to  the  same  effect,  supplied  me  with  anev 
occasion  to  write  to  his  lordship  in  the  spirit  of  your  dispateh  Xo.  196, 
of  tie  27th  of  February,  A  copy  of  this  latest  note,  <^ted  the  26th 
instant,  is  herewith  transmitted.  After  a  full  conversation  with  Jfr. 
Morse,  we  both  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  in  our  pc* 
session  would  not  sustain  so  broad  a  position  as  that  contemplated  in 
your  letter.  For  whatever  may  have  been  the  purposes  of  the  confed- 
erate emissaries  and  their  friends,  pending  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  Trent  case,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  they  went  to  the  ta& 
extent  indicated,  X  fancy  they  have  shrunk  within  much  smaller  com- 
pass since  that  speck  of  war  has  disappeared.  The  activity  is  now 
mainly  directed  to  the  expeditiug  of  every  species  of  supply  through 
the  means  of  steam  vessels  which  may  themselves  be  turned  to  some 
account  in  the  way  of  illicit  trade  or  of  piratical  warfare. ,  Of  these 
last  the  Oreto  eeema  to  be  the  only  one  likely  to  prove  formidable.  I 
thought  it  therefore  a  good  opport-unity  to  place  upon  his  lordship  the 
responsibility  of  the  consequences  of  permitting  himself  to  be  deluded 
by  what  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  willful  blindness  and  credulous  por- 
tiaUty  of  the  British  authorities  at  Liverpool.  From  the  experience  of 
the  past,  I  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  the  success  of  any  applicatifffl 
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Uiat  may  be  made  of  the  kind.  It  is  not  the  less  Important,  for  all  that, 
to  perpetuate  the  testimony  for  future  use.  That  Great  Britain  did,  in 
tiie  most  terrible  moment  of  our  domestic  trial  in  struggling  with  a 
monstrous  social  evU  she  had  earnestly  professed  to  abhor,  coldly  and  at 
once  assume  our  inability  to  master  it,  and  then  become  the  only  for- 
eign nation  steadily  coutribating  in  every  indirect  way  possible  to  verify 
its  prejudgment,  will  probably  be  the  verdict  made  np  against  her  by 
posterity  on  a  calm  compaiiBon  of  the  evidence,  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  baa  been  the  conrse  of  the  whole  people.  A  considerable 
portion  of  tbem  in  all  classes  have  been  actuated  by  nobler  views. 
There  is  throughout  England  a  great  deal  of  warm  though  passive  sym- 
pathy with  America.  But  there  is  likewise  an  extraordinary  amonat  of 
fear,  as  well  as  jealousy ;  and  it  is  these  last  passions  which  have  per- 
vaded the  mass  of  the  governing  classes  until  they  have  Inscribed  for  the 
whole  nation  a  moral  aud  political  record  which  no  subsequent  action 
will  ever  avail,  to  obliterate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  StaU. 

[For  dispatch  "Sob.  196, 131,  and  207  above  referred  to  see  Vol.  I,  pp. 
314,  625,  and  270  respectively.] 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Earl  SutaelL 

[Extract  ] 

IiEQATION  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  March  25, 1862. 

Mt  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yonr  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
touching  the  case.of  the  steam  gunboat  Oreto,  which  I  have  already 
made  the  subject  of  a  commuuicatiou  some  time  ago.  It  is  with  great 
reluctance  that  I  am  driven  to  the  conviction  that  the  representations 
made  to  your  lordship  ofthe  purposes  and  destination  of  that  vessel  were 
delusive,  and  that  though  at  first  it  may  have  been  intended  for  service 
in  Sicily,  yet  that  such  an  intention,  has  been  long  since  abaudoueil  in 
fact,  and  the  pretense  haa  been  held  np  only  the  better  to  couceat  the 
true  object  of  the  parties  engaged.  That  object  is  to  make  war  on  the 
United  States.  All  the  persons  thus  far  known  to  be  most  connected 
with  the  undertaking  are  either  du'cctly  employed  by  the  insurgents  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  residents  of  Great  Britain  notoriously  in 
sympathy  with  and  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  them  on  this  side  of  the 
water. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  President  directs  me  to  submit 
to  her  Miijesty's  government  a  representation  of  the  unfortunate  effect 
produced  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  firom  the 
couvictioD  that  nearly  all  of  the  assistance  that  is  now  obtained  from 
abroad  by  the  persons  still  in  ai-ms  against  tbeir  government,  and  which 
enables  them  to  continue  the  struggle,  comes  from  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  its  dependencies.  Neither  is  this  impression  relieved  by 
the  information  that  the  existing  municipal  laws  are  found  to  be  insuf- 
ficient, and  do  not  Punish  means  of  prevention  adequate  to  the  emer- 
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gency.  The  duty  of  nations  in  amity  vith  each  other  would  seem  to  be 
plain,  not  to  suiter  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill-disposed  persoos 
Tithin  their  borders  merely  from  the  ioefflcacy  of  their  prohibitory 
policy.  Such  is  the  view  which  my  government  has  been  disposed  to 
take  of  its  own  obligations  in  similar  cases,  and  such,  it  doubts  not,  is 
that  of  all  foreign  nations  with  which  it  is  at  peace.  It  is  for  that 
reason  I  deprecate  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  issne  of 
the  investigation  which  yonr  lordship  caused  to  be  made  in  the  cSiSe  of 
the  Oreto,  should  that  vessel  be  ultimately  found  issuing  safely  trom 
this  kingdom  and  preying  on  the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  Uuited 
States.  Not  doubting  myself  the  sincerity  and  earnest  desire  of  your 
lordship  to  do  all  that  is  within  your  power  to  fulfill  every  requirement  of 
international  amity,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  all  the  favorable  effects  of  it 
may  be  neutralized  by  the  later  evidence  of  adverse  results.  It  is  no 
part  of  my  intention  t<»  imply  the  want  of  fidelity  or  of  good-will  in  any 
quarter.  I  desire  to  confine  myself  closely  within  the  jkUs  of  my  duty, 
a  representation  of  the  precise  causes  of  uneasiness  between  the  two 
countries,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  remove  them.  Firmly  oonvinced 
that  the  actual  position  of  things  in  connection  with  the  hostile  equip- 
ment In  British  waters  by  no  means  does  justice  to  tbe  true  disposition 
of  her  Majesty's  government,  I  am  anxious  to  place  tbe  matter  before 
your  lordship  in  such  a  light  aa  to  obtain  tbe  evidence  more  perfectly 
to  establish  the  truth. 

I  am  ftirther  instructed  to  say  that,  well  aware  of  the'  embarrassment 
and  losses  sustained  by  the  nations  with  which  the  United  States  are  in 
amity,  through  tlie  operation  of  the  restrictive  measures  to  which  the 
govenimcnt  has  felt  itself  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  its  efforts  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection  within  its  borders,  it  has  ever  been  its  desire  to 
hasten  the  moment  when  it  might  be  practicable  to  rescind  them,  con- 
sistently .with  the  attainment  of  its  great  object.  But  to  that  end  mnch 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  tbe  degree  in  which  co-operation  with  ita 
policy,  or  the  contrary,  may  be  experienced  from  without.  It  is  obviooa 
that  just  in  proportion  to  the  success  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  ill-in- 
tentioned people  of  foreign  countries  to  violate  tbe  blockade  most  be  tlie 
endeaf'ors  to  enforce  it  with  increased  stringency.  So  also  in  proportion 
to  tbe  success  of  such  persons  iu  supplying,  by  violation  of  law,  the  in- 
surgents with  the  means  of  continuing  their  re^tance  must  be  the  delay 
in  restoring  to  all  honest  people  the  customary  facilities  of  trade  and  in- 
tercourse to  which  they  are  justly  entitled.  It  has  not  been  without 
great  regret  that  the  government  has  been  compelled  to  obsene  the  ex- 
tent to  which  her  Mtgesty's  flag  has  been  abused  to  subserve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  disaffected,  and  thns  to  continue  tbe  present  depressed  con- 
dition of  legitimate  trade.  A  very  great  proportion  of  tbe  vessels  which 
attempt  to  violate  the  blockade  appear  to  be  fitted  out  directly  iiom 
Great  Britain  or  some  of  her  dependencies.  The  effect  of  permitting 
such  violations  of  good  faith  to  go  unnoticed  by  government  is  not 
merely  to  create  an  unfortunate  degree  of  irritation  in  America,  implica- 
ting many  far  beyond  the  sphei'e  of.  the  unworthy  parties  concerned  in 
producing  it,  but  to  postpone  proportionately  the  prospect  of  bringing 
about  a  better  stote  of  things.  It  is  for  this  reason,  as  well  as  from  a 
desire  earnestly  felt  by  the  President  to  maintain  unbroken  nil  the  cus- 
tomary relations  of  amity  with  Great  Britain,  that  I  have  been  directed 
to  make  the  present  representation.  Any  suggestion  of  tbe  means  best 
adapted  to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  is  deemed  a  matter  exclu- 
sively within  the  competency  of  those  in  whom  the  decision  to  act  is 
vested.    Disclaiming  every  wish  to  solicit  more  thim  my  government 
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would  in  its  torn  be  prepared  nnder  similar  circtunstanceB  to  concede, 
and  entertaining  full  confidence  in  the  dieposition  of  ber  Majesty's  min- 
isters on  their  part  to  act  t«  the  atmost  of  their  ability  in  the  same  spirit, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bcssbix,  die.,  die.,  £c. 


Mr.  I}udley  to  Mr,  'Adanu. 

United  States  Consulate, 
'  Liverpool,  March  22, 1862. 

S™ :  The  Oreto  is  still  in  the  river.  A  flatboat  has  tabeo  a  part  of 
her  armament  to  her.  A  part  of  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Annie  Childs, 
which  came  to  this  part  loaded  with  cotton,  have  jnst  left  my  office. 
They  tell  me  that  Captain  Bulloch  is  to  command  the  Oreto,  and  that 
four  other  ofBeers  for  this  vessel  came  over  in  the  Childs  with  them. 
The  names  of  three  are  Toang,  Law,  and  Maffet,  or  Mofflt  j  the  fourth 
was  called  Eddy.  The  two  first  are  lieutenants,  and  the  two  last  named 
midshipmen.  They  further  state  that  thebe  officers  during  the  voyage 
wore  naval  uniforms ;  that  they  came  on  the  Childs  at  a  place  called 
Smithville,  some  twenty  miles  down  the  river  from  Wilmington  |  that 
it  was  talked  about  and  understood  by  all  on  boai'd  that  their  object  in 
coming  was  to  take  command  of  thia  vessel  which  was  being  built  in 
England  for  the  sonthcru  confederacy.  They  further  state  that  it  was 
understood  in  Wilmington  before  they  left  that  several  war  vessels  were 
being  built  in  England  for  the  South.  As  they  were  comiug  up  the 
river  in  the  Childs  as  they  passed  the  Oreto  she  dipped  her  flag  to  tbe 
Childs.  I  have  had  this  last  from  several  sources,  and  the  additional  fact 
that  the  same  evening  after  the  arrival  of  this  steamer  a  dinner  was 
given  on  the  Oreto  to  the  officers  who  came  over  in  the  Childs.  I  un- 
derstand she  will  make  direct  for  Madeira  and  Nassau. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams, 

United  Statea  Minister. 


Mr.  Dvdley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

I 

Jfo.  38.]  UHiTia)  States  Cohbitlate, 

Idverpool,  March  22,  1S62. 
Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  gunboat  Oreto,  so  often  referred  to  in  my  communications  to  the 

department,  was  reported  in  the  lepers  on  Wednesday  last,  as  having 

taken  her  final  departure  from  this  port,  but  she  was  back  again  in  the 

river  the  same  evening. 

•  a  *  •  •  •  • 

Information  from  them,  from  the  pilot  who  has  her  in  charge,  as  well 
as  from  other  conlldential  sources,  leads  me  to  believe  that  she  (the 
Oreto)  will  sail  from  here  direct  to  Madeira  and  from  thence  to  Nassau, 
and  then  will  attempt  to  mn  into  one  of  the  southern  porta.    I  under- 
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stuid  that  at  least  a  part  of  her  armament  together  ^th  several  cases 
of  small-arms  within  tbelast  two  days  have  been  taken  to  her  on  a  flat- 
boat. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  aervant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  Statea  Connd, 
Hod.  Willlui  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  140.]  Legation  op  the  Umitbd  States, 

LoTidon,  April  3, 1862. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  • 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  Loi'd  Russell's  note  to  me  of  the  27th, 
in  reply  to  mine  of  the  ^Sth  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  gunboat 
Oreto  and  the  agency  of  British  satyects  in  supplying  aid  to  the  rebels. 
It  is  pretty  much  what  I  expect«d.  The  Oreto  haa  sailed  from  Liv- 
erpooL 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  ^,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEASCIS  ADAMS. 
.  Hon.  WiLLiAu  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Riusell  U>  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGw  Office,  March  27, 1862. 

Sib  :  Upon  receiving  your  letter  of  the  2oth  instant  I  immediately  di- 
rected that  the  treasury  and  customs  department  should  be  requested 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  bo  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  the  Oreto 
is  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  making  war  on  the  United  States;  and, 
if  th^t  fact  can  be  proved,  to  detain  the  vessel. 

The  charge  that  nearly  all  the  assistance  now  obtained  from  abroad 
'  by  the  persons  still  in  arms  against  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  enables  them  to  coutinue  the  struggle,  comes  from 
Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies,  is  somewhat  vague.  I  believe  the 
greater  part  of  the  arms  ajid  ammunition  sent  from  this  coantry  to 
America  daring  the  struggle  has  gone  to  the  United  States. 

I  agree  with  you  in  the  statement  that  the  duty  of  nations  in  amity 
with  each  other  is  not  to  suffer  their  good  faith  to  be  violated  by  ill-dia- 
posed  persons  within  their  borders^  merely  from  tie  inetScacy  of  thdr 
piohibitory  pohcy.  But  it  ia,  at  the  same  time,  a  duty  not  to  pnoish 
persons  on  suspicion,  without  any  proof  of  their  evil  intent.  It  is  not 
the  custom  of  this  country  to  deprive  auy  person  of  liberty  or  property 
without  evidence  of  some  offense.  If  such  evidence  can  be  obtaiocd, 
the  laws  are  sufficient  to  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  their  evil  de- 
signs against  friendly  nations. 

You  have  not  yourself  hitherto  furnished  me  with  evidence  that  aaj 
vessel  has  received  a  hostile  or  warlike  equipment  in  British  waters, 
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which  has  been  afterwarda  used  against  the  Uoited  States.  The  care 
that  waa  taken  to  prevent  the  warlike  equipment  of  the  Nashville  in 
Britinh  waters  mnst  be  familiar  to  your  recollection. 

With  regard  to  co-operation  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  to  the  blockade,  1  must  remind  you  tliat  Great  Britain  has  ab- 
stained, as  far  as  possible,  &om  complaints  of  the  irregularity  of  the 
blockade  which  has  been  instituted. 

Her  Majesty's  government  have  been  mindful  of  the  suddenness  of 
the  danger  with  which  the  United  States  were  threatened ;  of  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  naval  force  then  at  the  disposal  of  the  government,  and 
of  the  great  difficulty  of  blockading  a  coast  of  thi-ee  thousand  miles. 
Bnt  beyond  forbearance  and  a  Ubenil  interpretation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions in  favor  of  the  United  States  her  Majesty's  government  cannot 
go.  If  by  co-operatiou  with  the  policy  of  the  United  States  is  meant 
either  taking  part  in  the  civil  war  still  raging,  or  imposing  restraints  on 
the  Queen's  subjects  unknown  to  international  law,  I  cannot  undertake 
that  her  Majesty's  government  will  adopt  either  of  those  courses.  It 
would  be  an  unheanl-of  measure  to  prohibit  merchants  from  sending 
ships  to  sea  destined  to  the  southern  ports.  Should  such  ships  attempt 
to  riolate  the  blockade,  capture  and  condemnation  are  the  proper  pen- 
alty of  such  attempts.    No  authority  can  be  found  for  any  other. 

But  while  these  attempts  are  made  on  the  one  side,  the  United  States 
government  have  willingly  received  in  the  ranks  of  their  army  British 
subjects,  who  violate  the  Queen's  proclamation,  in  order  to  serve  against 
the  confederates.  Nay,  the  law  of  the  United  States,  by  which  parents 
can  prevent  the  enlistment  of  their  sons,  being  minors,  has  been  set 
aside,  to  the  prejudice  of  British  subjects,  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
thoughtless  lads  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 

These  evils  are  perhaps  inseparable  from  the  unhappy  contest  now 
carried  on  in  America.  I  can  only  trust  it  may  have  a  speedy  termi- 
nation, suitable  to  the  reputation  of  the  United  States,  and  conducive 
to  the  future  happiness  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  a  country  so  lately  pros- 
perous and  united. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c,  «£c.,  <£c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extnwt] 

No.  45.]  Umited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  9, 1862. 
Sib:  •  •         "  •  • 

I  inclose  yon  slips  from  the  Mercury  of  yesterday  referring  to  the 
Oreto,  marked  inclosure  No.  I. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 

United  States  CotumI 
Hon.  WnilAJf  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  Stale.  -.  , 

DiclzedbyCtlOOgle 


[From  ttte  Liverpool  Mercury,  April  6,  lSe2.] 

**It  is  believed  that  a  confederate  privateer  which  is  now  committing 
ravages  oa  federal  commerce  was  actually  fitted  ont  ia  this  port  Cer- 
tain correspondeuce  whicti  has  passed  between  Lloyds  and  the  Uver- 
pool  uDderwritera,  shows  that  the  latter  believe  the  privat«er  to  be  ttle 
Oreto,  which  cleared  on  the  4th  March,  in  ballast,  for  Palermo  and  Ja- 
maica, and  sailed  &om  the  Mersey  on  the  22d  of  the  same  month." 
•  •■••■ 

"  It  is  reported  that  the  Oreto,  (s.  s.)  which  cleared  4th  March  in  bal- 
last for  P(uermo  and  Jamaica,  is  intended  for  the  confederate  flag,  and 
took  her  armament  oa  board  before  she  lefi;  the  river  Mersey,  on  the 
22d  March." 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  142.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  AprU  11, 1862. 
Sir:  •  •  •  •  • 

I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  a  note  of  I^ord  Bnesell,  dated  the  8th 
of  April,  inclosing  a  second  report  on  the  out&t  of  the  Oreto.  In  spite 
of  the  aumissioD  that  troops  and  gava  are  on  board,  her  M^est^'^s  officers 
still  insist  upon  being  blind  to  the  destination  of  the  vessel,  and  Uie  gov- 
ernment tolerat«H  the  abuse. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FEANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Sari  Biusell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiQN  Office,  April  8, 1863. 
Lord  Bassell  presents  his  compHmenta  to  Mr.  Adams,  and,  with  refer- 
ence to  his  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  him 
the  accompanying  copies  of  a  report  and  its  enclosures  which  have  been 
received  from  the  board  of  customs  respecting  the  vessel  Oreto. 


Board  of  Customs,  Cmtom-kowe,  April  6, 1863. 
To  the  lords  eommiaaioners  of  her  Majetty^a  treasury : 

Tout  lordships  having  referred  to  as  the  annexed  lettOT  from  Ur. 
Hammond,  transmitting,  by  desireof  Earl  Bnasell,  copy  of  aforther letter 
addressed  by  the  Unit^  States  consul  at  Liveri>ool  to  Mr.  Adams,  the 
United  States  minister  at  this  court,  in  which  it  ia  again  aSSrmed  that 
the  Oreto  is  being  fitted  out  as  a  vessel  of  war  for  Uie  sonthem  con- 
federacy, and  various  statements  are  reported  in  support  of  that  asser- 
tion, and  requesting  that  your  lord^ips  would  instruct  this  board  to 
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^ve  directions  that  the  Oreto  might  be  vigilantly  watehed,  and  that  if 
any  armament  prohibited  by  the  foreign  enlistment  act  should  be  dis- 
covered the  vessel  might  be  at  once  detained,  we  report.  That  on  the 
receipt  of  yonr  lordships^  reference  we  directed  our  collector  at  Liver- 
pool immediately  to  inquire  into  the  further  allegations  made  in  regard 
to  the  Oreto,  and  to  govern  himself  in  accordance  with  the  instmcttons 
contained  in  Mr.  Hammond's  letter;  and  having  received  the  report  of 
the  collector,  we  find  that  the  vessel  in  question  wasjegistered  on  the 
3d  ultimo  In  the  name  of  John  Henry  Thomas,  of  Liverpo>l,  as  sole 
owner;  that  she  cleared  on  the  following  day  for  Palermo  and  Jamaica 
in  ballast,  bat  did  not  sail  until  the  22d,  the  day  on  which  the  Ameri- 
can consul's  letter  is  dated,  having  a  crew  of  flfty-two  men,  all  British, 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four,  one  of  whom  only  was  an  American, 
Hbe  bad  no  gunpowder,  nor  even  a  signal  gun,  and  no  colors  saving 
Marryatt's  code  of  signnls  and  a  British  ensign,  nor  any  goods  on  board 
excepting  the  stores  enumerated  on  the  accompanying  copy  of  her  vict- 
Wlling  bill. 

With  regard  to  the  statements  in  the  letter  of  the  consul,  the  collector 
further  reports  that  it  is  clear  the  passengers  brought  by  the  Annie 
Childs,  the  vessel  therein  mentioned,  which  has  recently  arrived  from 
one  of  the  southern  States,  were  not  intended  to  form  any  portion  of 
the  crew  of  the  Oreto,  inasmuch  as  they  were  still  in  Liverpool,  and 
that  the  dipping  of  the  ensign  on  board  the  latter  vessel  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Annie  Childs,  as  far  as' the  collector  had  been  enabled  to  ascer- 
tain, was  intended  as  a  compliment  to  one  of  the  Cunard  steamers  and 
another  vessel  which  saluted  the  Annie  Childs  on  her  arrival,  the  mae* 
ters  of  the  several  vessels  being  known  to  one  another. 

THOS.  F.  FEEEMANTLE. 

GHENVILLE  C.  BEEKELET. 

TICTUALLIHG  BUi. 

PUot, ,  granted  number,  (663.)  ' 

Port  of  Liverpool,  Oreto. 

Bonded  aiid  Aratcbacle  atorea  in  tke ,  Jamet  L.  Dugutd,  moMter^  for 

Palermo  ami  Jamaica. 

Men,  52;  passengers  or  troops,  — ;  guns,  — ;  178  tons. 

Spirits,  foreign :  If  et  quantities  taken  on  board : 

Bnm,  per  gallon : "1  2  cases — 54  gallons. 

Brandy,  per  gallon ^  10  cases— 20  gallons. 

Geneva. 

Other  spirits  not  sweetened. 

Spirits,  British  or  pUuLtation. 
Bum. 

Gin 1  8  cases— 16  gallons. 

Whiskey (  12  cases— 23^1  gaUons. 

■Other  spirits  not  sweetened. 

Wine 

Wine  for  drawback 
Beer  for  drawback. 
Vinegar. 

Tea,  per  pound 

Coffee 

Coffee,  roasted,  (for  drawback,> 


0  cases — 10  gallons. 


3  chests,  S  canisters — ^240poandfl. 

4  bag8--646  pounds. 


,   .dbCJOOgIc 


6oe 


Bpirita,  foreign: 
Cocoa. 
Cocoa  paste. 

Sugar,  refiaed,  per  cwt 

Sngar  for  drawback 

SagHF,  unrefined '- 

Molasses. 

Tobacco  for  drawback,  per  pound — 

negrohead 

rolL 
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^et  qnantitiefl  taken  on  board : 


1  barrel — 1  cwt.  9  lbs. 

5  bags, 

6  barrels, 


13cwt.2qrs.  12  lbs. 


3  boxes— 03  lbs. 


12  boxes— 2  cwt.  1  qr.  26  lbs. 
11  jara— 2  cwt.  1  qr.  18  lbs. 


Cigars ")  2  boxea — 10  poonda. 

Pepper. 

Balsins,  per  cwt 

Currauts 

Figs. 
Pniuea. 
Plums. 
Sundries. 
Surplus  stores. 
Examined. 


Cleared  March  4, 1862. 


J.  MCDIE  SBARCHEB,  CoVeetor. 

SAMUEL  WAKEHUM,  Broter. 
Benderux,  ifo.  17  Park  Lane, 


[8e«  trial  of  the  "  Oreto  "  or  "  Florida"  at  Naaaao.    Parliamentary 
ana  Judicial  Appendix  No.  18.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setpard. 
[Extract.] 

Ho.  144.]  Lbgatiok  op  the  TJnitbd  States, 

L<mdon,  April  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  morning  received  dispatches  from  the  departmenjt, 
numbered  from  214  to  217,  inclusive.  I  yesterday  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing the  expected  conference  with  Lord  Biissell. 

•  •  •  *  In  that  of  the  Oreto,  upon  which  I 

bad  addressed  a  note  to  him^  he  [s^ud  he]  had  directed  an  investigatioD 
to  be  made,  and  the  anthonties  at  Liverpool  had  reported  that  there 
was  no  ground  for  doubting  the  legality  ot  her  voyage. 

I  replied  that  this  was  exactly  what  gave  Buch  unpleasantimpressioos 
to  us  in  America.  The  Oreto,  by  the  very  paper  furnished  from  the 
custom-house,  was  shown  to  be  laden  with  a  hundred  and  seventy  tons 
of  arms,  and  to  have  persons  called  troops  on  board,  destined  for  Paler- 
mo and  Jamaica.  The  very  statement  of  the  case  was  enough  to  show 
what  was  really  intended.  The  fact  of  her  true  destination  was  noto- 
rious all  over  Liverpool.  Ko  commercial  people  were  bUod  to  it,  and 
the  conrse  taken  by  her  M^fsty's  oflScers  in  declaring  ignorance  only 
led  to  an  inference  most  unfavorable  to  all  idea  of  their  neutrality  in 
the  struggle.  It  was  Just  snch  action  as  this  that  was  making  the  difB- 
cultiea  of  our  government  in  the  way  of  giving  tihe  fooilitiea  to  the  si^ 
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ply  of  cotton,  wbich  they  hoped  to  ftimiDh  in  a  short  time  if  the  irhole 
control  of  means  to  pot  an  end  to  the  contest  was  left  to  them.     • 
•  •••  »•  •• 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  'WiLLiAJtt  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  (>/  State. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
No.  281.]  Department  op  State, 

Waihington,  June  26, 1862. 

Sib:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  bring,  through  you,  to  the  notice  of  the 
British  government  facts  in  relation  to  the  port  of  Nassau,  a  possession 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty  near  the  southern  extrenjity  of  the  United 
States,  which  are  believed  to  be  unquestionable,  ^om  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  rebellion  in  this  country,  and  especially  since  the 
establishment  of  the  blockadej  that  port  has  been  iKed  as  a  place  of 
deposit  by  the  insurgents  for  munitions  of  war  sent  thither  for  their  use 
by  their  agents  and  sympathizers  in  England.  Sometimes  the  vess^ 
in  which  they  were  carried  thither  have  attempted  to  evade  the  block- 
ade, and  in  a  few  instances  may  have  succeeded.  The  main  object  in 
the  choice  of  the  site,  however,  seems  to  have  been  the  facility  with 
which  contraband  of  war,  transhipped  to  small  schooners  and  similar 
vessels  with  little  draught  of  water,  might,  in  darkness,  run  into  inlets  on 
the  Boathern  coast  of  the  island  too  shallow  to  allow  them  to  be  pursued  - 
by  such  vessels  of  war  as  can  safely  be  used  in  enforcing  the  blockade. 

Recently,  however,  a  gnnbaat  called  the  Oreto,  built  in  England  for 
the  8er\'ice  of  the  insnrgents,  with  ports  and  bolts  for  twenty  guns,  and 
other  equipments  to  correspond,  arrived  at  Hassan.  The  facts  in  regard 
to  her  having  come  ta  the  knowledge  of  the  United  States  consul,  he 
made  a  protest  upon  the  subject,  and  she  was  seized  by  the  authorities. 
She  was^  however,  released  immediately  after  the  arrival  at  Nassau,  on 
the  8th  instant,  of  Captain  Semmes,  late  commander  of  the  pirate  Sum- 
ter, and  the  consul  informed  this  department  that  she  was  aboat  to  start 
on  a  privateering  cniise.  He  has  also  represented  tbat  there  were  then 
in  that  port  eleven  large  British  steamers  laden  with  contraband  of  war 
for  the  insnrgents  in  this  country. 

The  release  by  the  authorities  at  Nassau  of  the  Oreto,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances mentioned,  seems  to  be  particularly  at  variance  with  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  and  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  protest  against  it,  and  to  ask  the  considerntion  <rf 
her  Majesty's  government  upon  the  proceeding  as  one  calculated  to 
alarm  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  I  am  also 
directed  to  ask  the  like  consideration  of  her  Majesty's  government  upon 
the  manner  in  which  the  port  of  Nassau  has  been  used  as  a  dei>osit  for 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  intended  for  the  iusurgeuts  in  the  •United 
States. 

Yon  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  laying  this  subject  before  the  Brit- 
ish government.  The  legislative  and  executive  authority  of  the  United 
Stales  having  been  exerted  toward  preventing  similar  proceedings  by 
persons  within  our  jurisdiction  during  the  insurrection  in  Canada  in 
1837,  we  may  claim  on  this  ground  at  least  a  reciprocity  from  the  British 
government. 

X  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  ,SI5>K4KUc 

Chables  Feanoib  Ajpaub,  Esq.,  i£0.,  dx.,  &e,  *- 
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'   Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  deteard. 

* 

[EitractO 

No.  201.J  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  1, 1862. 
Sib  :  Yeaterday  I  bad  a  conference  with  Lord  Busaell  at  the  Foreign 
Office,  in  the  course  of  which  I  went  over  the  varioas  snbjects  where- 
npon  I  bad  received  instructiona  in  vour  late  dispatches.    I  proposedto 
review  them  in  the  order  in  which  they  came  np. 

2.  I  read  to  his  lordship  the  substance  of  yonr  dispatches  Kos.  281  and 
299  respecting  the  use  made  of  the  island  of  Nassau  by  the  rebels,  and  the 
fitting  out  of  the  gunboats  Oroto  and  290.  His  lordship  first  took:  up  tlie 
case  of  290,  and  remarked  that  a  delay  in  determining  upon  it  had  most 
unexpectedly  been  caused  by  the  sudden  development  of  a  malady  of  the 
Queen's  advocate,  Sir  John  D.  Harding,  totally  incapacitating  him  for  the 
transaction  of  business.  This  had  made  it  necessary  to  call  in  other 
parties,  whose  opinion  had  been  at  last  given  for  the  detention  of  the 
gunboat,  but  before  the  order  got  down  to  Liverpool  the  vessel  was  gone. 
He  should,  however,  send  dii-ections  to  have  her  stopped  if  she  went,  as 
was  probable,  to  Nassau.  I  said  I  was  aware  that  the  gunboat  was  off, 
but  I  did  not  aay,  what  I  myself  have  little  doubt  of,  that  her  sudden 
departure  was  occasioned  by  a  notion,  obtained  somehow  or  other,  that 
such  a  proceeding  was  impending.  I  added  an  expression  of  satisfac- 
tion thut  the  law  officers  of  tlie  Crown  had  seen  their  way  to  give  such 
an  opinion,  and  that  it  was  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government 
to  do  something  to  check  this  outrageous  abuse.  In  this  connection  I 
begged  to  ask  if  he  had  any  information  respecting  the  proceedings  had 
at  Nassau  in  the  case  of  the  Oreto.  I  had  seen  a  statement  in  the  news- 
papers, additional  to  the  information  contained  in  the  dispatch  No.  281 
which  I  had  read  to  him,  to  the  effect  that  the  Oreto  had  been  actually 
etopped.and  put  mider  the  guns  of  her  M^esty's  ship  the  Greyhound. 
I  hoped  this  was  true,  for  I  thought  the  effect  of  such  a  proceeding 
would  be  very  favorably  viewed  in  Amei-ica.  His  lordship  replied  that 
he  had  received  no  information  on  the  subject  beyond  what  I  had  referred 
to,  which  came  from  the  American  newspapers.  With  regard  to  the 
complaint  against  the  island  of  Nassau,  he  could  only  say  that  he  had 
received,  a  short  time  since,  a  letter,  signed  by  many  commercial  people 
In  Liverpool  and  elsewhere,  remonstrating  against  the  virtual  blockade 
oi  that  island  by  United  States  war  vessels,  and  the  subjection  of  many 
innocent  British  ships  to  the  inconveniences  of  detention  and  search  as 
if  engaged  in  illegitimate  trade.  To  this  representation  he  had  written 
a  reply,  stating  that  however  much  the  inconveniences  mentioned  were 
to  be  regretted,  it  was  not  the  disposition  of  the  government  to  afford 
protection  to  any  parties  that  might  be  engaged  in  undertakings  is 
violation  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation;  and  where  there  was  reason  to 
snppose  that  such  adventures  might  «e  carried  on,  it  was  diEKcult  to 
raise  objections  to  the  right  of  examination.  His  lordship  added  that 
he  had  expected  both  the  letter  and  his  answer  would  have  been  pab- 
liah^  before  this  by  the  parties  concerned,  but  they  had  not  thought  fit  to 
do  so.  I  replied  that  they  knew 'too  much  to  be  caught  doing  that,  bat  I 
should  take  pleasure  in  commnnicating  this  fact  to  my  government. 
Any  and  all  evidence  which  I  could  obtain  of  a  disposition,  on  the  part 
of  her  Mf^esty's  ministers,  to  discountenance  the  notorious  and  flagrant 
abuses  of  neutrality,  now  every  day  committed  by  British  subjects,  woold 
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be  of  great  use  to  coooteract  tbe  stroDg  popular  feeling  Id  America 
growing  np  on  account  of  them.  We  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
these  war  vessels  were  intended  to  prey  directly  upon  our  commerce, 
and  most  particularly  to  intercept  the  steamers  bearing  treasure  to  New 
Tork  from  California.  Should  one  of  those  steamers  be  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  the  omission  to  stop  these  outfits  in  British  ports,  the  excite- 
ment that  it  would  create  in  America  would  he  very  great.  Di.sposed, 
as  I  had  always  been,  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  I  could  not  but  look  with  much  uneasiness  upon  all  events 
wliicli  might  tend  to  affect  them  unfavorably.  His  lordship  said  that 
he  co^d  not  at  ouue  say  whether  it  was  proper  to  furnish  copies  o{  the 
correspondence  alluded  to  or  not,  but  I  was  welcome  to  mention  tbe 
facts,  and  very  probably  he  might  send  me  the  copies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELE8  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  dispatch  from  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams,  No.  299,  July  12, 1862, 
see  subdivision  "  The  Alabama,"  Vol.  III.] 


[From  British  Bias  Book,  "Noitfa  America,"  No.  1, 1663,  p.  5.] 

No.  6. 

Uarl  Buaaell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

Foreign  Office,  August  2, 1862. 

Yon  are  no  doubt  rware  tliat  the  British  vessel  Oreto  has  been  seized 
in  the  port  of  Nassau  by  Commander  Hickley  of  her  Majesty's  ship 
tireyhoond,  acting  in  concert  with  the  governor  of  that  colony. 

I  abstain  from  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  case,  pending  its  inves- 
tigation by  the  competent  tribunals.  The  United  States  consul  at  Nas- 
sau having  affirmed  that  the  Oreto  was  intended  for  the  service  of  the 
government  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  a  revenue  officer  was 
placed  on  board  of  her,  and  she  was  constantly  inspected  and  her  pro- 
ceedings narrowly  watched  by  the  senior  naval  officer  on  the  station, 
and  she  was  at  last  seized,  not,  as  would  appear,  on  account  of  any 
overt  act  of  illegality  which  bad  been  committed,  but  by  reason  of  the 
strong  suspicions  to  which  her  proceeding  have  given  rise. 

Her  Majesty's  government  trust  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  will  see  in  what  has  occurred  in  this  instance  the  strongest  proof 
of  the  desire  of  this  country  to  fulfill  its  international  obligations,  and 
will  hesitate  to  carry  into  effect  the  intention  which  Mr.  Adams 
announced  to  me  yesterday  of  issuing  letters  of  marque  with  a  view  to 
checking  depredi^tions  on  United  States  commerce  by  cruisers  of 
the  so-styled  Confederate  States.  There  do  not  appear  to  be  sufficient 
reasous  tor  making  such  a  measure  necessary,  and  you  are  instructed 
to  urge  upon  Mr.  Seward  the  danger  of  dispute  and  violence  in  dealing 
with  the  vessels  of  friendly  powers  if  that  extreme  course  should  be 
determined  on.  ^  •  ■ 

39iO-YOL.n  .   =d,„t,OOglc 
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[From  British  Bine  Book,  "  Nortb  America,"  No.  3, 1863,  p.  16.] 

No.  21. 

Mr.  bluart  to  Earl  Russell. 

[Extract.] 

WASHiNGroN,  Atiffvat  16, 1862. 

I  had  im  interview  this  morning  with  Mr.  Seward,  when,  as  instructed 
bv  youT  lordship  in  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant,  I  r^resented  to 
him  the  danger  of  disputea  which  would  probably  ensue,  should  the 
United  States  government  carry  into  effect  the  intention,  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  announced  to  your  lordship,  of  issuing  letters  of  marque 
with  a  view  of  checking  depredations  on  United  States  commerce  by 
cruisers  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Seward  answered  that  in  consequence  of  the  late  friendly  act  of 
her  Majesty's  government,  or  of  the  British  authorities  at  Nassau,  in 
seizing  the  steamship  Oreto,  and  in  the  expectation  that  her  Majesty's 
government  would  pursue  the  same  course  with  regard  to  other  vessels 
which  were  fitting  out  in  British  ports  for  a  similar  purpose,  a  recourse 
to  letters  of  marque  would  not  for  the  present  be  resorted  to,  although 
he  could  not  assure  me  that  such  a  measure  might  not  hcreaiter  be 
found  necessary. 


Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Seward. 

tExtract.] 

No.  219.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

•  London,  S^tember  5, 1802. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  tlie  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me 
-  by  ]jord  Bussell,  touching  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto  at  Nassau,  witli 
the  accompanying  papers.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  single  sentence,  not  an  intimation  is  given  in  them  by  the 
respective  parties  of  a  consciousness  of  the  real  destination  of  that  ves- 
sel. I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Dudley,  at  Liverpool,  to  know  if  more  deciave 
evidence  might  not  be  obtained  in  other  quarters. 

•  ••••■••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sb-wakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  August  29, 1862. 
Sm :  With  reference  to  the  case  of  the  steamer  Oreto,  which  yon  are 
probably  aware  has  been  seized  at  Nassau,  and  is  to  be  tried  before  the 
admiralty  court  of  the  Bahamas  for  a  breach  of  the  foreign  enlistment 
ac^  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information  copies  of  a  report 
and  its  inclosares  from  the  commissioners  of  customs  with  reference  to 
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a  suggestion  I  had  made  to  Uie  treasury,  that  a  competeot  officer  should 
be  sent  to  Nassau  to  give  evidence  as  to  what  occurred  at  Liverpool  iii 
the  case  of  that  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  dc,  £c. 


Ko.  439.]  Custom- House,  Avgiat  25, 1802. 

To  the  Lords  Cwnmissioners  of  her  Maje8ty''a  treaaury: 

Your  lords  having,  by  Mr.  Hamilton's  letters  of  20th  instant,  trans- 
mitted to  us,  with  reference  to  i)re\ion8  correspondence  on  the  subject 
of  the  gunboat  Oreto,  which  was  fitted  out  at  Liveqjool  and  has  since 
been  captured  by  her  Majesty's  steamer  Greyhound  at  Nassau,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act,  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Foreign  Office,  and  of  its  inclosiire,  on  the  subject  of  the  proceeding  to  be 
adopted  in  the  matter,  and  requested  that  he  would  take  the  necessary 
steps  for  sending  to  Nassau  some  gentleman  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment competent  to  afford  the  information  required  in  the  case,  we  beg  to 
transmit-,  for  the  information  of  your  lords,  copies  of  the  report  of  onr 
collector  at  Liverpool,  with  whom  we  have  been  in  commuidcatiou  on  the 
subject,  together  with  copies  of  the  statements  of  Mr.  Morgan,  the  sur- 
veyor, and  Mr.  Lloyd,  the  examining  officer,  who  visited  and  kept  watch 
OD  the  Oreto  from  the  time  that  suspicions  were  first  entertained  of  her 
being  fitted  for  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  until  she  sailed  from 
the  port,  together  with  copy  of  the  statement  on  oath  of  Mr.  Parry,  the 
pilot,  who  had  charge  of  the  ship  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth  dock 
until  she  left  the  Mersey;  andas,  from  these  papers,  fhepilot  would  appear 
to  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  in  the  case,  we  beg  to  be 
favored  with  your  lords'  furtherinstructionsastothe  person  who  should 
be  directed  to  proceed  to  Nassau. 

F.  GOULBURN. 

E.  H.  GREY. 


Report  of  the  collector  at  lAverpool,  August  23,  1802. 

Honorable  Sirs  :  It  will  be  seen  from  the  annexed  statement  of  Mr. 
Morgan,  surveyor,  that  he  will  be  able  to  state  the  fact  of  the  vessel  being  . 
built  by  ]tlessrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  and  of  the  absence  of  all  warlike  stores 
on  boanl  when  she  left  the  docks,  while  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lloyd,  the 
examining  officer,  fully  8uj)port8  the  statement  of  the  pilot,  Mr.  Parry, 
which,  from  its  importance,  I  have  taken  on  oath,  as  it  appears  to  me  he 
would  be  the  most  fitting  person  to  give  evidence  of  the  absence  of  all 
warlike  stores  on  board  the  vessel  when  she  left  this  country. 

I  am  satisfied  that  she  took  no  such  stores  on  board ;  and  indeeil  it  is 
stated,  though  I  know  not  on  what  authority,  that  her  armament  was 
conveyed  in  another  vessel  to  Nassau.  The  board  will,  therefore,  per- 
ceive that  the  evidence  to  be  obtained  from  this  port  will  all  go  to  prove 
that  she  left  Liverpool  altogether  unarmed,  and  that  while  here  she  had 
in  no  way  violated  the  law. 

S.  PRICE  EDWAEDS. 


..,Cax>^[c 


statement  of  Mr.  Ed.  Morgan,  surveyor  in  her  Majeatjfa  (MMfom-AouualfAc 
jwrf  of  Liverpool 

I  am  one  of  the  surveyors  of  customs  at  this  port.  Forsoant  to 
instructions  I  received  from  the  collector  on  the  Slst  of  February,  in  the 
present  year,  and  at  subsequent  dates,  I  visited  the  st«amer  Oreto,  at 
various  timeR,  when  she  was  being  fitted  oat  in  the  dock  close  to  theyaid 
of  Messrs.  Miller  &  Sons,  the  builders  of  the  vessel.  I  continaeil  this 
inspection,  firom  time  to  time,  until  she  left  the  dock,  and  I  am  certain 
that  when  she  went  into  the  river  she  bad  no  warlike  stores  of  any  kind 
whatever  on  board. 

After  she  went  into  the  river  she  was  constantly  watched  by  the  hoard- 
ing oflicers,  who  were  directed  to  report  to  me  whenever  any  goods  were 
taken  on  board ;  but  in  reply  to  my  &eqneut  inquiries  they  stated  notli- 
ing  was  put  in  the  ship  but  coal. 

ED.  MORGAN,  SurTeyor. 

Statement  of  Mr.  Henry  Lloyd,  examining  officer  in  her  Majest^g  cuttomt 
at  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

In  conseqnence  of  instructions  received  from  Mr.  Morgan,  surveyor,  I, 
in  conjunction  with  the  other  three  sur\'eyors  of  the  river,  kept  watthou 
the  proceedings  of  the  vessel  Oreto  from  the  time  she  left  the  Toxteth 
dock,  on  the  4th  March  last,  till  the  day  she  sailed,  the  22d  of  the  same 
month.  On  one  occasion  I  was  alongside  of  her,  and  spoke  to  her.  Parry, 
the  pilot,  and  the  chief  mate.  Neither  I  nor  any  of  the  other  river  sur- 
veyors saw  at  any  time  any  arms  or  warlike  ammunition  of  any  kiwi 
taken  on  board,  and  we  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  none  such  was  taken 
on  board  during  her  stay  in  the  river. 

H.  LLOYD,  Examining  Officer. 

Statement,  on  oath,  of  Mr.  Wm.  Parry,  master  pilot  in  Xb.  10  boat  in  tie 
port  of  Liverpool,  taken  by  the  collector  of  customs. . 

I  was  the  pilot  in  charge  of  the  ship  Oreto  when  she  left  the  ToiteUi 
dock  on  the  4th  of  March,  186^.  I  continued  on  board  to  the  day  of 
her  sailing,  which  was  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  and  never  left  her  save 
on  Sunday,  when  all  work  was  suspended.  I  saw  the  ship  before  the 
coals  and  provisions  were  taken  into  her.  There  were  no  munitions  of 
war  in  her;  that  is  to  say,  she  had  no  gnns,  carriages,  shot,  shell,  or 
powder."  Had  there  been  any  on  board  I  must  have  seen  it.  I  piloted 
the  ship  out  of  tlie  Mersey  to  Point  Lynas,  off  Anglesea,  where  I  left 
her,  and  she  proceeded  down  channel,  since  when  she  has  not  returned. 
From  the  time  the  vessel  left  the  river  until  I  left  her,  she  had  no  com- 
manication  with  the  shore  or  with  any  other  vessel,  for  the  porpose  of 
receiving  anything  like  a  cargo  on  boiu^.  I  frequently  saw  Mr.  Lloyd. 
the  tide  surveyor,  alongside  the  ship  while  in  the  river. 

WM.  PAEET. 

Sworn  before  me  at  tlie  custom-house,  Liverpool,  this  23d  day. 
1862. 

S.  PEICE  EDWARDS,  Cotfector. 

Q  the  "  Oreto"  trial  at  Kassao,  in  ParlUiaent»ij 
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Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adams. 


'So.  340.]  '  DEPAET5IENT  OP  STATE, 

Wmkington,  Beptemher  13, 1862. 

Sm :  Mr.  Morse,  our  indefatigable  consul  at  London,  has  transmitted 
to  thia  depurtuient  an  intercepted  letter,  written  by  S.  B.  Mallory,  who 
is  the  pretended  secretary  of  tbe  navy  to  the  iiiearreetionary  party  in 
the  South,  and  addressed  to  James  H.  Korth,  who  i»  called  a  commander 
in  that  navy.  The  letter  shows  that  at  least  two  steamers,  the  Oreto 
[the  Alabama!]  and  the  Florida,  have  been  actually  boilt,  fitted  up  in 
England  for  tbe  insurgents,  and  dispatched  with  armaments  and  military 
stores  from  British  ports  to  make  war  uiwn  the  United  States.  Mr.  Morse 
-  has  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  sabniit  tbe  letter  to  yon,  and  it  is . 
prolmbie  that  you  will  have  taken  a  copy  of  it.  For  greater  certainty, 
however,  a  copy  is  sent  you  with  this  dispatch.  It  is  thought  expedient 
that  you  give  a  copy  of  it  to  Earl  Bussell.  Hitherto  the  British  anthor- 
ities  have  failed  to  prevent  sncb  transaetions,  assigning  as  the  reason  a 
want  of  authentic  evidence  of  the  illegal  character  and  puq^ses  of  the 
vessels  which  you  have  denounced.  It  will  perhaps  be  useful  to  give  the 
government  this  unquestionable  evidence  of  the  iniVaction  of  the  neu- 
trality laws,  in  the  very  two  cases  of  which  you  have  already  complained 
without  success.  Although  these  two  vessels  are  now  beyond  the  reach 
of  British  authority,  tbe  evidence  which  shows  that  they  ought  to  have 
been  detained  may  possibly  lend  some  probability  to  new  complaints  in 
regard  to  other  vessels  of  a  similar  character  now  being  built  in  Eng- 
land. 

1  am,  sir,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c,  d-c,  &c. 

[For  inclosure  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  So.  238,  of 
October  10, 1862,  post.] 

Mr.  Adamg  to  Mr.  Seieard. 

No.  238.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  October  10, 1862. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copicn  of  further  notes  that  have 
passed  between  Lord  Kussell  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  outfits  in  behalf 
of  tbe  insurgents  made  from  tbe  ports  of  this  kingdom. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUAKLE3  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusselL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  October  0, 1862. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  a  copy 
of  an  intercepted  letter  which  I  have  received  from  my  government, 
being  the  further  evidence  to  which  I  made  allusion  in  my  note  to  your 
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lordahip  of  tbe  30th  of  September,  as  substantiating  the  aQegatiMis 
made  of  the  infringements  of  tbe  enlistment  law  by  tlie  insurgents  of 
the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  fact  to  which  your  lordship  calls  my  attention  in  the  uote  of  the  4th 
instant,  the  reception  of  which  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledgej  that 
her  Majesty's  government  are  unable  to  go  beyond  the  law,  muiucipal 
and  international,  in  preventing  enterprises  of  tbe  kind  referred  to. 
But  in  the  representations  wbieli  I  have  had  the  honor  lately  to  make,  I 
beg  to  remind  your  lordship  that  I  base  them  npon  evidence  wliicli 
applies  directly  to  inftingements  of  municipal  law  itself,  and  not  to 
anything  beyond  it.  The  consequence  of  an  omission  to  enforce  its 
penalties  is,  therefore,  necessarily  that  heretofore  pointed  out  by  emi- 
nent counsel,  to  wit,  that  "  the  law  is  little  better  than  a  dead  letter," 
.  aresult  against  which  "the  government  of  the  United  States  basserioas 
ground  of  remonstrance." 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  tlie  assurances  of  the  higliest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iny  lord,  your  moat  obedient 
aervant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eaui,  Eossell,  cCe.,  (6c.,  &c. 

[Note  of  the  30th  of  September  will  be  found  with  tilr.  Adams's  dis- 
patch No.  230,  October  3, 1862,  and  note  of  the  4th  of  October,  18C2, 
inclosed,  printed  with  same  dispatch,  both  under  the  subdivision  "The 
Alabama,"  Vol.  111.]  ' 


8.  B.  Mallory  to  James  H.  N^ortk. 

CONFEDEEATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  July  12, 1862. 

SlE:  Tour  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last  reached  me  this  momiag. 

The  department  uotitied  you,  on  the  11th  of  Januarj'  last,  that  jon 
would  receive  orders  to  command  the  second  vessel  then  being  built  in 
England,  but  for  reasons  satisfectory  to  the  department  you  were  sub- 
seqaently  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  first  vessel,  the  Florida, 
(Oreto,)  now  at  Nassau ;  and  any  just  ground  for  "  the  surprise  and 
astonishment"  in  this  respect  at  the  department's  action  is  not  per- 
ceived. 

A  commission  as  commander  for  the  war  was  sent  you  on  the  fifth  of 
May,  and  your  failure  to  follow  the  Oreto,  which  left  England  about  the 
21st*  of  March,  and  to  take  command  of  her  as  was  contemplated,  and 
as  you  were  apprised  by  Captain  Bullock,  on  the  2Cth  of  March,  is  not 
understood,  and  has  t>een  productive  of  some  emt>arras3ment. 

Captain  Bullock  was  nominated  by  the  executive  for  his  position  in 
the  navy  under  existing  law,  and  was  didy  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
and  your  protest  to  this  department  against  the  action  of  these  c<MKdi- 
nate  branches  of  your  government  is  out  of  place. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  turn  over  to  Lieutenant  G.  F. 
Sinclair  the  instructions  which  you  may  have  received,  together  with 
any  public  funds  in  your  hands,  and  return  to  the  Confederate  States 
in  such  manner  as  yoiu:  judgment  may  direct. 


■  She  Balled  oa  the  22d  of  March. 
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Shoitld  yon  not  be  provided  "with  funds  for  this  parpoae,  Commander 
Bollock  will,  upon  your  application,  supply  them. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  k  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Commander  James  H.  North, 

>      C.  S.  y.,  Limdon,  England, 

[For  Captain  Maffit's  admission  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr. 
Seward,  Ko.  497,  post;  September  17, 1863.  For  evidence  as  to  Captain 
Bullock^s  operations  in  England,  see  Farliamentary  and  Judicial  Ap- 
pendix, No.  15,  given  in  court  June  23, 1863 ;  also  in  this  correspond- 
ence in  1863,  poat.\ 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams, 

No.  378.]  DBPABTirEHT  op  State, 

Waskin{jton,  October  25, 1862. 
SiE:  Your  dtBpatch  of  October  10  (No.  238)  bas  been  received.  Your 
reply  to  Earl  Bnssell's  note  of  tbe  4tb  instant  on  the  subject  of  Britisb 
outfits  of  British-built  vessels  from  British  ports,  with  British-shipped 
crews,  to  depredate  on  American  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  is  approved 
by  the  President.  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  add  a  word  to  fortify  or 
improve  the  clear,  calm,  and  energetic  protest  which  that  paper  con- 
tains. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fec.,  <£c.,  c6c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  LyoTis. 

Department  op  State, 

Washinffton,  February  16, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  I  inclose  extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  ad- 
dressed by  tho  United  States  consul  at  Nassau  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  from  which  it  appears  that  undue  partiality  has  been  shown  by 
the  authorities  there  to  the  insurgent  steamer  which  left  England  under 
the  name  of  the  Oreto,  but  now  claims  thaft  of  the  Florida. 

You  jrill  much  oblige  me  by  making  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  Mr.  Whiting  upon  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration,  your  lordship's 
obedient  sen'ant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Lyons,  <£v.,  (Cc,  (fee. 


Mr.  Welles  io  Mr.  Seward. 

Natt  Department, 

February  12,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith-anextraetfrom  a  dispatch, 
dated  the  26th  ultimo,  received  from  Consul  Whiting,  at  Nassau,  rela- 
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tiTO  to  tbe  arrival  of  the  rebel  stearaer  Oreto  at  that  po^  and  tbe  per- 
mission given  her  to  coal.  Tbis  is  in  etrotig  contrast  with  the  condnct 
of  the  same  authorities,  who  would  not  permit  the  United  States  steamer 
Dacotah,  the  cmiser  of  a  friendly  nation,  such  privilege.  The  semi- 
piratical  vessel,  whose  special  object  is  to  depredate  on  the  peaceful 
commerce  of  a  friendly  nation,  has  every  facility  to  aid  him  from  the 
colouial  authorities  at  Kassau,  while  the  pabUc  ships  of  that  nation 
which  is  striving  to  protect  commerce  is  denied  these  privileges. 

It  appears  to  me  proper  that  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  represent- 
ative should  be  called  to  these  extraordinary  proceedings,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  communicated  to  his  government,  and  it  is  with  that  view 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  these  suggestions,  and  tlie  accompany- 
ing extract  from  Mr.  Whiting's  dispatch. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  ike  Ifary. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  WhitiTig  to  Mr.  Welles. 
[Extract] 

No.  2.]  TTnited  States  Consulate, 

Kaasau,  N.  P.,  January  26, 1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
momiog,  of  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  late  the  noted  Oreto, 
MafBt,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  commander. 

This  pu-ate  ship  entered  this  port  without  any  restrictions,  with  the 
secession  flag  at  her  peak,  and  the  secession  war  pennant  at  the  mai», 
and  anchored  abreast  of  her  Britannic  Majesty's  steamer  Barraconta, 
Mafflt  and  his  officers  landing  in  the  garrison  boat,  escorted  by  the  poM 
adjutant,  Williams,  of  the  2d  W.  I.  regiment. 

The  privateer,  soon  after  anchoring,  commenced  coaling,  by  permis- 
sion of  tbe  authorities — an  evidence  of  the  perfect  neutrality  which  exists 
here  where  the  United  States  steamer  Dacotah,  but  a  few  months  since, 
was  only  permitted  to  take  on  board  twenty  tons  of  coal  from  an  Ameri- 
can bark,  oflF  Ilog  Island ;  and  only  then,  on  Captain  McHinstry  and 
myself  pledging  ourselves,  114  writing,  that  within  ten  days  alter  leaving 
this  port  she  would  not  be  cruising  mthinjive  miles  of  any  island  of  the 
Sahama  government.  •  "  ■  "      .      "  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  su-,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sernuit, 
SAMUEL  WHITING, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  February  19, 1863. 
81E:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  addressed  by  the  United 
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States  consDl  in  tbe  Baliamas  Islands  to  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  in 
Vhich  eertaiu  statements  are  made  couceming  tlio  reception  of  the 
steamer  Oreto,  or  Florida,  at  Nassau. 

I  will,  in  compliance  witli  yonr  request,  make  inquiry  with  regard  to 
those  statements,  and  I  will,  witbout  loss  of  time,  do  myself  the  honor 
to  commnnicate  the  resnlt  to  yon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

'        LYONS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  (Cc.,  t6e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Ihtdley  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 
No.  40.]  UmrED  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  February  28, 1863. 
Sib:        •  •  •  •  •         .  •  •  W 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  incloaure  No.  3,  contain.ing  slips 
from  the  newspapers,  one  referring  to  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer 
Florida,  late  Oreto,  for  a  three  months'  cruise  at  Nassau.  I  have  sent  a 
daplicate  of,  this  slip  to  our  mi[iister  at  London,  and  also  informed  him 
of  the  repairing  of  the  Snmter  at  Birkinhead. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hju.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


[From  Liverpool  JouidqI  of  Commerce,  Februaiy  27,  1663.] 
THE  FLORIDA,  LATE  OEETO. 

The  Florida  arrived  at  Nassau  on  tbe  30th  nltimo.  The  secession 
sympathizers  were  jubilant,  while  the  Union  men  went  about  iu  a  de- 
pressed mood.  Captain  Maffit  immediately  went  to  visit  the  governor 
of  the  city.  He  wasreceivcd  ver^'  cordially  and  dined  with  his  excellency 
The  Florida  presented  a  man-of-war-like  a|)pearance,  her  masts  being 
well  set,  yards  neatly  sfjnared,  and  the  brass  work  well  polished.  The 
next  morning  tlio  Florida's  decks  were  alive  with  a  gang  of  laborers 
trom  the  town,  who  immediately  aei,  to  work  in  making  sundry  altera- 
tions in  her  interior  arrangements,  while  the  lighters  from  shore  brought 
on  board  provisions  of  all  kinds,  a  chain  cable,  and  rigging.  The  con- 
federate officers,  iu  the  mean  time,  were  on  shore,  and  succeeded  in  pick- 
ing up  ten  or  fifteen  recruits,  all  seamen,  and  hailing  from  every  coun- 
try in  the  world.  The  ofllcers  stated  ojjenly  that  there  was  no  Yankee 
vessel  built  yet  which  could  come  near,  much  less  catch  the  Florida,  for 
it  was  an  easy  matter  to  drive  her  seventeen  miles  an  honr.  They  ridi- 
cule the  idea  that  tbe  Vanderbilt  could  be  amatehforher,  and  wish  for 
a  trial.  They  state  that  they  would  go  down  to  the  track  of  the  faome- 
waj^-bouud  East  India  vessels.  The  Florida  left  Nassau  on  the  evening 
of  the  Slat,  fully  supplied  for  a  three  months'  cruise.  She  is  reported  to 
have  made  seven  prizes  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  one  on  the  Bahama 
banks.  All  purchases  by  the  confederate  officers  -were  paid  for  in 
sonthem  money,  which  is  taken  at  par  everywhere  in  Nassau.    o(>Q  Ic 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam». 


No.  505.]  Depaetmbkt  of  State, 

Waakinston,  March  9, 1863. 

Sib  :  The  recent  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell,  witii  her 
cargo,  valued  at  one  and  half  millioD,  by  the  piratical  steam  vessel  the 
Florida,  fitted  out  and  dispatched  from  Liverpool,  is  regarded  by  ttw 
merchants  in  our  seaports  as  indicating  uotbing  less  than  a  destruction 
of  our  national  navigating  interest,  unless  that  calamity  can  be  prevented 
by  either  the  enlbrcement  of  the  neutrality  law  of  Great  Britain,  or  the 
employment  of  an  adequate  force  under  commissions  of  marqne  and 
reprisal.  Congress  has  conferred  \ipon  the  President  ample  power  for 
the  execution  of  the  latter  measure,  and  theliecessary  arrangements  for 
it  are  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  proper  departments.  It  is  not 
Vnthout  great  reluctance  that  the  Presidentiscoming'to  the  adoption  of 
that  policy.  But  the  preser\'ation  of  the  national  life  is  a  supreme 
necessity;  and  if  there  shall  be  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
things  to  which  I  have  adverted,  the  voice  of  the  nation  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  last  resort  of  maritime  war  is  likely  to  become  luianimous  and 
exacting.  The  President  thinks  the  emergency  sufficiently  grave  to 
justify  me  in  asking  you  to  seek,  with  as  little  delay  as  may  be  con- 
venient, an  interview  with  Earl  Russell,  in  which  you  will  confidentially 
make  known  to  him  the  exact  condition  of  afTairs  in  therespect  mentioned, 
and  submit  for  his  lordship's  consideration  the  inquiry  whether  her 
Mi^jesty's  government  cannot  think  it  proper  and  possible  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  somcmcans to preventeffectually  the  furtherarmament.equip- 
ment,anddispatchofhostUe  vessels  from  British  ports  for  the  destmction 
of  American  commerce.  The  argument,a8it  is  put  in  American  commer- 
cial circles,  is,  that  war  is  carried  on  against  the  United  States  by  forces 
levied  and  dispatched  from  tbe  British  Islauds,  while  the  United  States 
are  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  Though  we  may  regard  this  statement 
of  the  case  as  extravagant,  if  not  altogether  erroneous,  it  cannot  be 
concealed  that  it  has  sufficient  appearance  of  truth  on  this  side  of  the 
ocean  to  render  it  necessary  to  protect  our  commerce  by  employing  every 
possible  means  of  defense.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  gov- 
srnment  of  the  United  States  means,  in  adopting  this  course,  anything 
else  rather  than  a  demonstration  upon  the  sentiment  or  sensibilities  of 
Oreat  Britain.  It  seeks  only,  in  a  calm  and  confidential  though  eaniest 
manner,  to  prevent  an  alienation  between  the  two  countries,  which  must 
be  deeply  disastrous  to  both,  while  it  would  grieve  and  afflict  the  friends 
of  constitutional  government,  of  freedom  and  humanity  throughout  the 
world.  We  have  thought  that  we  were  seeming  a  more  considerate 
view  of  our  rights  in  the  councils  of  the  British  government  with  the 
consent  of  the  British  nation.  We  are  therefore  more  earnestly  and 
sincerely,  than  ever  before,  desirous  to  avoid  new  embarrassments  with 
Great  Britain.  Her  Majesty's  government  will  do  us  great  injustice  if 
they  do  not  understand  as  as  speaking  solely  under  the  infiueoce  of 
these  jnst  and  generous  sentiments. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Chablrs  Fbamois  Adams,  Esq.,  ifc,  ifcc.,  <£c. 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  521.]  Depaktment  op  State, 

Waehinoton,  March  23, 1863.     . 

SiB:  I  transmit  with  tliis  dispatch  a  communication  made  to  tLis  de- 
partment by  Mr.  Edward  Troivbridge,  giving  an  account  of  hospital itiea 
sboTm  by  the  British  local  authorities  at  Borbadoes  to  the  piratical 
steamer  Florida^  The  facts  thus  related,  taken  together  with  the  pre- 
vious history  of  that  vessel,  mak6  out  the  following  case,  namely: 

That  the  British  government,  though  warned  during  the  i)rogress  -of 
tbe  transaction,  nfeverthelesa  did  not  prevent  the  Florida  irom  being 
built,  manned,  armed,  and  equipped  in  the  port  of  Liveriiool,  in  Great 
Britain,  and  sent  out  ou  an  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
American  commercial  vessels  ou  the  high  seas;  that  this  vessel  reached 
Mobile,  escaping  the  \igilance  of  the  blockading  squadron  of  the  Unilfid 
States;  that,  after  a  long  detention  there,  she  made  her  way  out  of  that 
port  and  captured,  on  the  high  seas,  two  unarmed  American  vessels, 
robbed  them  of  their  cargoes,  and  then  sunk  the  vessels.  Having  com- 
pleted these  acts  of  piracy,  she  proceeded  directly  to  the  port  of  Barba- 
does,  received  there  a  shelter,  aud  took  on  board  one  hnudred  tons  of 
coal,  with  provisions  and  clothing.  It  does  not  appear  that  these  sup- 
plies were  furnished  to  her  on  the  plea  of  distress,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  seem  to  have  been  asked  and  conceded  upon  the  ground  that  any 
vessel  of  her  known  character  and  occupation  is  entitled  to  enter  some 
British  port  to  procure  supplies  and  provisions  once  in  every  period 
of  three  months,  without  even  entering  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
or  subjecting  or  taking  any  proceedings  to  subject  tbe  legality  of  her 
captures,  or  other  depredations,  to  trial  by  any  tribunal  in  any  country 
whatever.  Even  if  the  United  States  could  concede  that  the  insurgents 
now  in'  arms  against  them  arc  a  lawful  belligerent,  they  must  still  hold 
that  for  a  friendly  nation  to  permit  such  a  belligerent  to  use  its  ports  for 
fitting  out,  supporting,  and  maintaining  cruisers  upon  the  high  seas, 
amenable  to  no  national  authority  whatever,  is  an  act  not  waiTanted  by 
the  taws  or  customs  of  civilized  nations. 

The  President  is  unable  to  see  in  this  transaction  anj'thing  different 
from  a  case  of  ojien  piracy  rendered  effective  through  the  mistaken  tol- 
eration of  suborairiate  authorities  of  the  British  government  in  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  No  bounds  can  be  assigned  to  the  probable 
opei-ations  of  vessels  thus  practically  sent  forth  and  maiutaine<l  upon 
the  high  seas  by  British  subjects  through  the  mistaken  toleration  of  the 
authorities.  What  can  be  foreseen  is,  that  if  the  practice  shall  be  suf- 
fered to  continue,  it  cannot  fail  to  require  such  remedies  as  the  United 
States  shall  have  the  abOity  and  the  lawful  right  to  adopt,  even  if  snch 
remedies  should  unavoidably  prove  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  fHendly 
nations,  or  to  the  harmony  between  the  two  countries,  so  eminently  to 
be  desired. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Feancis  Adajis,  Esq.,  (£c.,  d-c,  £c. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  to  Mr,  Seward. 
No.  43.]  Consulate  of  the  United  States, 

Sarbadoea,  February  26, 1863.   . 

SiB :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  advise  yon  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  on 

the  24th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  of  tbe  rebel  prirat«er  steamer  Florida,  aliag 
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Oreto,  Maffit,  <!oiQmander,  eight  gims,  (she  reporta  last  from  Mobile,)  in 
want  of  coal  and  provisions.  She  also  reported  to  tlie  harbor  master 
that  she  captured  and  burnt,  on  18th  instant,  fifty  miles  northeast  of 
St.  Thomas,  the  American  ship  John  (or  Jacob)  Bell,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-six  tons,  bound  from  China  to  Kew  York,  with  a 
valuable  cargo  of  teas  and  silks;  her  crew,  fifty  men,  were  put  on  board 
of  a  Danish  vessel  bound  for  St.  Thomas;  also  that  she  burned  one 
Amencan  vessel  each  day  since  rnnning  out  of  Mobile.  Immediately 
upon  her  coming  to  anchor  I  wrote  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  and 
protested,  iu  the  name' of  the  United  States,  against  her  being  Y>ermitted 
to  remain  here,  or  to  obtain  any  supplies.  A  copy  of  said  letter,  No.  1, 
1  have  the  honor  t*  inclose  herewith.  In  about  an  half  hour  alter  the 
said  letter  was  sent  to  the  governor,  his  excellency  called  upon  me  at 
the  consulate  in  i>er30tt,  and  stated  that  he  had  received  my  communi- 
cation; "that  in  accordance  with  her  Majesty's  proclamation  he  could 
not  prevent  the  so-called  confederate  steamer  of  war  from  obtaining  coal 
and  pro\isions  sufficient  to  carry  her  to  a  port  in  her  own  country ;  that 
her  Majesty  did  not  recognize  the  steamer  as  a  privateer,  but  as  a  vessel 
of  war  belonging  to  a.  belligerent  power.  He  said  Captain  Ma^t  had 
called  upon  him,  and  requested  that  he  might  be  ^supplied  with  ninety 
tons  coal,  which  would  tsike  him  to  Charleston,  to  which  he,  the  gov- 
ernor, assented.  The  governor  farther  stated  to  me  that  this  vessel 
would  not  be  permitted  to  coal  again  at  this  island,  or  any  other  of  her 
Majesty's  possessions  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  space  of  three  months, 
and  that  he  should  at  once  write  to  the  governors  of  all  the  islands  to 
this  effect."  Immediately  after  this  interview  with  the  governor,  Cap- 
tain D.  H.  Blake,  of  the  American  bark  Sarah  A.  Nickels,  of  Scarsport, 
called  on  me,  and  stated  that  he  was  passing  the  port  from  Buenos 
Ayrcs,  bound  to  Cuba  in  ballast,  and  sighting  the  rebel  steamer  be 
changed  his  course,  and  ran  into  this,  (Carlisle  Bay,)  and  came  to  anchor 
for  protection.  IwillherestatethatboththesteamerFlorldaandthe  Sarah 
A.  Nickels  came  to  anchor  within  five  minutes  of  each  other.  Capt^ 
Blake  state<1  to  me  that  he  wished  to  proceed  at  once  on  his  voyage,  and 
requested  that  I  would  cause  the  rebel  steamer  to  be  detained  here  fill 
he  could  get  clear  of  him,  whereupon  I  wrote  a  second  dispatch  to  the 
governor,  a  copy  of  which  (No.  2)  I  also  inclose  herein,  and  also  the  gov- 
ernor's reply  to  the  same.  Immediately  after  the  governor's  reply  was 
received,  Captain  Blake  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  kindly  consenting, 
however,  to  take  a  dispatoh  for  me  to  our  consul  at  St.  Thomas,  where, 
I  trust,  some  of  our  United  States  ships  of  war  may  chance  to  be.  I 
inclose,  also,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  John  T.  Edgar,  Esq.,  consul  at  St 
Tbomas.  I  have  written  to  the  Uniteil  States  consuls  at  Martinique 
and  Demerara,  and  requested  them  to  give  the  information  of  the  rebd 
steamer  Florida  being  here  te  our  constds  in  their  vicinities.  The  Florida 
left  this  port  last  evening  at  7  o'clock,  having  takeu  about  one  hundred 
tons  of  coal,  some  provisions,  and  some  clothing,  boldly  declaring  that 
they  would  capture  and  bum  every  American  vessel  that  they  fell  in 
with.  In  connection  with  the  foregoing,  I  will  state  that  the  British 
house  of  Michael  Cavan  &  Co.,  here,  seem  to  act  as  agents  for  all  the 
rebel  steamers  that  call  here  for  coal  and  other  supplies,  they  havuig 
coaled  the  steamers  Scotia,  Pearl,  Eagle,  and  now  this  pirate  Florida. 
The  two  first  named  steamers  have  since  been  captured  while  trying  to 
run  the  blockade  at  Charleston.  The  feeling  among  this  entire  commn- 
nity  (with  one  or  two  exceptions)  is  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  Sonfli, 
and  the  success  of  the  southern  confederacy. 
The  governor  stated  to  me,  in  conversation,  tlmt  aits' -Uuited  StStM 
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steamers  of  war,  coming  here,  would  be  allowed  the  same  privilege  the 
Florida  had.  I  feel  that  the  tlianks  of  the  govemmeut  are  due  to  Captain 
Blake  for  his  kindness  in  going  to  St.  Thomas  with  my  dispatch  to  the 
consul,  as  lie  was  bound  direct  to  Matanzas. 

The  only  American  vessel  now  in  port  is  the  ship  Dione,  of  Boston, 
from  Caliao,  dii^charging  a  cargo  of  guano.  1  trust  that  my  letters  to 
the  governorupou  this  subject  may  meet  with  theapproval  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant^ 

EDWAED  TROWBRIDGE, 

United  States  Consul. 
Hon.  William  II.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  1. 

Consulate  op  the  Uwited  States, 

Sarbadoes,  February  24, 1863. 

May  it  please  your  excellency,  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  of  the  privateer  Florida's  arrival  at  this  port,  this 
morning,  under  the  so-called  confederate  flag — a  flag  that  is  not  recog- 
nized by  her  Majesty's  government,  or  any  other  nation — for  the  pur- 
pose, ostensibly,  of  obtaining  coal  and  proviBions.  It  is  well  known  that 
she  has,  within  the  past  two  months,  captured  and  burnt  several  Unitetl 
States  merchant  vessels,  on  the  high  seas,  which  were  engaged  In  lawful 
trade. 

There  are  now  several  TTnited  States  merchant  vessels  in  this  port,  ■ 
one  of  them  desirous  of  leaving  this  evening. 

I  trust  that  in  view  of  these  cin;umstances,  and  taking  into  consider- 
ation the  pacific  and  flriendly  relations  at  present  existing  between  her  - 
Majesty's  government  and  the  United  States,  yonr  excellency  will  be 
pleased  to  prevent  this  vessel  from  obtaining  coals  here,  or  auy  other 
supplies  that  will  aid  her  in  carrying  on  her  illegal  pursuits, 

I  trust  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  that  this  vessel 
shall  depart  from  this  port  at  once. 

As  representative  for  the  United  States  of  Amcri"ca,'I  fed  it  my  duty, 
and  do  hereby  protcst,Ju  the  name  of  the  United  States,  against  this 
privateer  vessel  being  iVrmitted  to  obtain  coal,  or  any  supplies,  contra- 
band of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
EDWAKU  TR0WBKID<5K, 

United  States  Consul. 

JAJIES  Walkee,  Esq.,  C.  B., 

Oovemor  General,  &c,,  &c. 


Mr.  Trowbridge  to  Governor  Walker. 

Consulate  op  the  United  States, 

Barbadoes,  February  24,  1863. 
May  it  please  yonr  excellency,  Captain  D.  H.  Blake,  of  the  United 
Stat«8  merchant  biu-k  Sarah  E.  Nickels,  came  into  this  port  this  moni- 
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iug,  from  fear  of  being  captnred  by  tbe  so-called  confederate  steamer 
Florida.  He  is  desirous  of  departing  on  bis  voyage  at  5  p.  m.  1  vonld, 
therefore,  moat  respectfully  request  tbat  your  excellency  will  cause  tbe 
steamer  Florida  to  remain  at  anchor  in  this  port  natil  to-morrow  evening 
at  5  p.  m. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  TBOWBKIDGE, 

United  States  Conatl, 
James  WalkeEj^Esq.,  C.  B., 

Qovemor  Oeneral,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  HoUigan  to  Mr.  Tiowbridge. 

Seceetaey's  Office,  Febrmiry  25, 1863. 
Snt:  I  am  directed  by  the  governor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  yestenlay's  date,  his  excellency  required  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  Florida  tbat  be  should  not  proceed  to  sea  until  twenty- 
four  hours  should  have  elapsed  after  the  departure  of  the  bark  8ar»h 
A,  Mickels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E,  HOLLIGAN, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
E.  TEOWBEIDGE,  Esq., 

Consul/or  the  United  States  of  America. 


Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washington,  March  25, 186S. 
SiE :  With  reference  to  the  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
to  me  on  the  16th  of  last  month,  resi>ecting  the  reception  of  the  Oreto 
or  Florida  at  Hassan,  and  to  my  answer,  dated  the  19th  of  the  same 
month,  I  beg  to  transmit  to  you  coxiies  of  a  dispatch  and  ita  enclosam 
which  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  from  the  governor  of  the  Ba- 
hama Islands.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

LYOSa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  tt-c,  tC-c,  <fec. 


Oorernor  Bayley  to  Lord  I^ons. 

GOVEENMEKT  HOUSE, 
S^assau,  Bahamas,  March  11, 1863. 

My  Loed:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  your  lordship's  dispatch, 
inclosing  a  complaint  from  the  Upited  States  couaid  at  this  port  to  Mr. 
Seward,  the  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  undue  advantages  alleged  to 
have  been  given  to  the  confederate  steamer  Florida  in  this  harbor. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  state  that  no  undue  advantages  were  acconled  to 
the  Florida.  She  arrived  in  our  harbor,  having  steamed  over  tbe  bars 
without  a  pilot,  early  on  tbe  moniing  of  the  2Gth  of  January.  I  was 
not  aware  of  it  till  8  or  9  o'clock  a.  m.  About  tbat  hour  Captain  Maflit 
called  ( I  tbink  in  comi)any  with  tbe  fort  adjutant)  to  explain  that  be 
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waa  igDoraot  of  my  proclamation  reqniriDg  that  pennission  sbottid  be 
form^y  aaked  before  any  man-of-war  belonging  to  either  of,  the  two 
belligereDts  could  eater  the  harbor.  I  did  not  see  Iiim^  but  in  a  very 
short  time  I  received  a  letter  from  Iiim,  of  which  I  transmit  your  lordship 
a  copy,  along  with  the  copy  of  the  memoraadum  indorsed  on  it  by 
myself  before  I  sent  it  to  the  colonial  secretary.  The  Florida  remained 
in  harbor  about  twenty-six  hours,  during  which  time  I  neither  spoke  to 
nor  saw  Captain  Maflit. 

So  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  accorded  to  the  Florida  which 
was  not  accorded  to  United  States  vessels,  she  did  not  receive  privileges 
equal  to  those  which  I  granted  to  the  United  States  gunboat  Stars  and 
Stripes.  That  vessel  entered  the  harbor  without  permission,  (whicli 
she  asked  for  after  she  had  come  in.)  Her  commander  then  asked  for 
an  extension  of  the  permission,  which  I  also  accorded,  and  she  remained 
in  harbor,  if  I  rememlier  rightly,  three  or  Ibur  days  for  the  alleged  pur- 
ix>se  of  undergoing  repairs. 

I  regret  that  the  Secretary  of  State  should  have  given  credence  to  the 
misrepresentations  of  a  person  of  such  infirm  judgment  and  excitable 
judgment  as  Mr.  Whiting  has  proved  himself  to  be.  ■ 
I  have,  &c., 

C.  J.  BATLEY,  Governor. 

Lord  Lyoks. 

•  cosfedbeate  states  steamer  florida, 

A'aaaau,  January  26, 1863. 
Sir:  As  this  vessel  is  in  distress  for  the  want  of  coal,  I  very  respect- 
fidly  request  permission  to  anchor  iu  the  harbor  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  same, 

I  am,  &c., 

J.  N.  MAFFIT, 
Confederate  States  JTary,  Commanding. 
His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

A'eje  Frovidenee, 

[Copy.] 
I  grant  this  request  under  the  circumstances,  thereby  accordfng  to  a 
confederate  steamer  the  same  privileges  which  I  have  formerly  granted  to 
federal  st^amera  But  the  irregularity  in  delaying  to  make  this  request 
abould  be  j>ointed  out,  and  the  pilot  called  on  to  explain  how  he  permit- 
ted the  Florida  witliout  my  permission. 

C.  J.  BAYLEY. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Adamit. 

No.  332.1  Department  of  State, 

Washington,  March  28, 1863. 
SiB:  I  inclose  for  your  information  .the  copy  of  a  note  of  the  2oth 
instant',  from  Lord  Lyons,  with  a  copy  of  the  pajwrs  which  accompanied 
it,  relative  to  the  reception  of  the  Oreto  or  Florida  at  JTassau. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  jVdams,  Esq.,  d-c.,  &c.,  d-c. 
(For  note  inclosed  see  preceding  note  of  Lord  Lyons  to  Mr.  I 
of  March  25, 1803.]  J 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extracts.] 

No.  359.]  Legation  of  the  United  States,- 

London,  March  28, 1863. 
Sib  :  In  traDsmitting  herewith  a  copy  of  The  MorniDg  Star  of  to-dav, 
contiiiiiing  a  report  of  the  debate  of  last  evening  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, 1  can  only  express  my  regret  that  the  substance  of  16  should  fall 
so  fat  short  of  what  I  had  been  led  to  expect. 

The  result  is  rather  to  undo  in  the  popular  mind  the  effect  of  Lord 
BuHsell's  speech  than  to  confirm  it.  In  truth,  this  exhibition  furnishes 
another  illustration  of  the  horizontal  manner  in  wbich  our  struggle  is 
dividing  opinion  in  Great  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  debate  referred  to  see  Farlimentary  and  Judicial  Appendix  No.  0.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Lord  Lyom.        , 

Depaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  April  13, 1863. 
My  Loed:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  correspondence  betweeu  Bear- Admi- 
ral Wilkes  and  the  governor  of  the  British  island  of  Barbados,  relative 
to  an  alleged  disregard,  by  the  latter,  of  her  Majesty's  orders  in  permit 
ting  the  Insargent  steamer  Florida,  MafBt,  commander,  to  take  in  a  sup- 
ply of  cc^  at  that  island,  after  having  taken  in  a  full  supply  at  Nassan 
only  thirty  days  Imfore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sight  Hon.  Lord  Lxo^s,  &c.,  tt-c,  &c. 

Mr.  Welles  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

Navy  Department,  April  C,  1863. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  perusal,  and  such  action  as 
you  may  deem  jiroiier,  the  accompanjing  dispatches,  Nos.  19  and  24. 
from  Acting   Kear-Admiral  Wilkes,   with   copies   of  corresiwndence 
V>etwecu  him  and  Governor  Walker  at  Barbados. 

I  desire  to  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  here  disclosed 
of  the  manner  in  which  her  Majesty's  proclamation  is  obser\'ed  and 
regarded,  especially  in  permitting  the  rebel  privateer  Florida  to  coal  in 
full  at  Nassau  with  a  supply  of  ICO  tons,  and  in  thirty  days  ther^fto 
to  again  receive  a  supply  at  Baibados,  against  protest  of  the  Aiuericao 
consid. 

Hoping  these  infractions  may  receive  particular  consideration,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  seriant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Xtap. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  o/  State,  d-e.  DigiizedbyGoOQic 
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Rear-Admiral  Willces  to  Mr.  WelUs, 

No.  19.]  United  States  Flag  Steamship  Vaitoeebilt, 

At  Barbados,  W.  L,  March  7, 1863. 

Sm :  A  few  hours  before  I  joined  the  Vanderbilt,  I  learned  that  the 
Florida  had  been  left  at  Barbados  by  aii  Ainerican  brig,  and  vaa  to  tfdce 
in  coal  and  supplies,  and  sail  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Although  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  of  her  visiting  an  English  port  in 
less  than  thirty  days  after  having  coaled  at  Xassau,  I  felt  satisfied  that 
the  statement  of  the  captain  of  the  brig  was  to  be  relied  upon.  The 
Wachusett  and  Oneida  being  onder  repairs  and  coaling,  I  lost  no  time 
in  joiuing  the  Vandei'bilt,  on  board  of  which  vessel  I  immediately  shifted 
my  flag,  and  passed  arouud  Puerto  Bico  to  the  Mona  passage  to  meet 
the  Alabama  at  the  place  appointed  by  Captains  Baldwin  and  Nichols 
as  a  rendezvous.  Thence  we  made  all  haste  for  the  island  of  Gaudaloupe, 
Pointa  Petoe,  but  they  had  no  news  of  the  Florida  at  Barbados.  We 
then  passed  along  Domiuico,  and  also  Martinique,  commnnicating  with 
the  latter,  aud  thence  direct  to  this  island,  where  I  was  informed  by  our 
consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  of  all  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Florida 
had  been  permitted  to  enter  aud  coal,  by  the  permission  of  the  gover- 
nor of  the  island. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  had  made  a  strong  protest  to  the  governor  against 
the  Florida  being  permitted  to  take  in  coal  aud  repair.  He  has  for- 
warded the  protest  as  well  as  the  result  of  his  interview,  which  the  gov- 
ernor sought,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  I  presume  you  will  have 
received  ere  this  (Uspateh  reaches  you.  I  immediately  determined  to 
call  updta  the  governor,  and  sent  on  shore  to  ask  the  hour  he  wonid 
receive  me.  I  was  courteously  received.  At  the  iuterriew  I  stated  to 
him  the  facts  as  to  the  Florida  having  coaled  at  Nassau,  and  my  anr- 
prise  tliat  he  should  Jiave  permitted  such  an  infraction  of  her  Majesty's 
rules,  established  for  the  belligereuts.  He  at  first  said  he  had  no  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter,  and  as  he  had  before  given  permission  to  the  San 
Jacinto  to  coal  and  repair,  without  inquiry^  be  bad  done  the  same  in  the 
case  of  the  Florida  when  it  was  asked  of  him.  The  news  of  the  coaling 
of  the  Florida  at  Nassau  became  pubUc  two  days  after  she  left,  but 
was  credibly  informed,  coming  indeed  from  one  of  the  governor's  coun- 
cil, that  the  governor  had  stated  before  the  council  that  he  had  mforma- 
tion  of  it  when  the  Florida  arrived.  Matfit  received  a  welcome  fi^m 
the  governor,  and  his  hospitality.  He,  Maffit,  informed  the  governor  of 
his  cruise,  of  the  destruction  of  the  Jacob  Bell  and  other  vessels,  of 
which  he  boasted,  gave  out  that  it  was  his  intention  to  depredate  on 
our  commerce,  not  in  this  vicinity,  but  at  some  thousands  of  miles  dis- 
tant. 

The  governor's  answers  to  my  interrogatories  were  cautious,  and  at 
times  confused,  particularly  when  I  inquired  into  his  reasons  for  not 
making  an  investigation  into  tlie  facts  of  the  Florida,  when  his  atten- 
tion had  been  specially  called  to  it  by  the  protest  of  the  American  con- 
sul, our  only  representative  at  this  island.  He  at  last  said  it  was 
deemed  by  him  to  be  no  part  of  his  duty ;  throughout  the  whole  inter- 
view with  him  he  seemed  nervous  and  uneasy. 

In  the  conversation  he  told  me  that  since  the  Florida  sailed,  he  bad 
dispatehed  circulars  to  all  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  relative  to  the 
San  Jacinto  aud  Florida  having  coaled  at  his  island  -,  but  on  inquiry,  if 
Nassau  and  Bermuda  had  been  included,  he  applied  to  his  secretary, 
who  answered  him  in  the  negative;  at  wnich  I  expressed  my  surprise 
40  A  c — VOL.  u 
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as  they  were  the  two  most  impertiuit  points,  and  fiimiBhed  the  Urgeet 
trade  in  contrabandB  and  were  strong  sympathizers  with  the  rebels.  I 
endeavored  to  press  upon  him  a  reply  to  my  question  if  he  had  not 
received  informatioD  of  the  Florida's  coaling  at  Kassan,  for  I  was  sat- 
isfied that  sach  had  been  the  case,  and  that  MafBt  had  brought  letters 
and  dispatches  for  him,  or  otjiers  connected  with  the  government  Erom 
Nassau,  as  there  was  no  other  way  by  which  he  conld  possibly  have  ob- 
tained infonnation.  Finally  I  said  to  him  that  I  ahonld  address  htttt  a 
dispatch  that  afternoon,  ana  wonld  reqnest  a  prompt  answer  to  it,  as  I 
intended  to  leave  the  port  ■  at  the  allotted  time  of  her  Majesty's  rales. 
This  I  did,  and  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  it,  together  with  the  gov«t- 
Dor's  reply,  which  will  give  you  the  demand  I  made  npon  him  and  his 
evasive  answer ;  onr  consul,  Mr.  Trowbridge,  Captain  Baldwin  of  tite 
Yanderbilt,  and  Lientenant  Todd,  my  flag  lieutenant,  being  present 
MafiBt  gave  oat  that  he  was  from  Mobile,  making  no  mention  of  having 
made  a  visit  to  Havana.  There  evidently  has  been  a  connivance  be- 
tween the  governor  of  Kassan  and  the  governor  of  this  i^and,  by  Irtter 
.  or  dispatches  brought  by  Maffit  himself,  and  which  admitted  bira  to  cosi, 
Sec,  &c.,  in  direct  violation  of  ber  M^esty's  proclamation  and  rules. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  governor's  dispatch  I  deemed  it  not  worth 
while  to  ask  any  extension  of  the  roles,  to  stay  and  answer  it,  or  to 
eut«r  into  any  argumeut  as  to  his  course  in  aiding  and  abetting  the 
rebels,  as  I  wdl  ^ew  it  wonld  not  result  in  anything;  bat  in  this  case 
the  sympathy  and  aid  has  been  carried  further,  and  with  an  aada- 
city  that  was  not  to  be  expected  of  any  official  of  her  Mfyesty,  exc^ 
ing  Oovernor  Baily,  of  Nassau,  who  has  identified  himself  wi^  the  cod- 
b^band  trade ;  that  it  has  become  almost  a  byword. 

I  flatter  myself  that  my  visit  will  be  of  some  service  in  arresting  thii 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebels,  preventing,  in  future,  the  infraction  of  the 
rules  of  her  Mt^esty.  Since  1  have  been  in  command  of  this  squadron 
not  a  single  pound  of  coal  has  been  taken  from  a  British  port.  Nw 
have  any  of  the  vessels  been  permitted  to  enter  or  anchor  off  theit  portt 
yet  we  have  maintained  a  strict  watch  over  these  localities.  It  would 
be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  our  operations  if  the  British  government 
wo^d  establish  a  mode  by  which  the  information  could  be  more  rapi^ 
conveyed  to  the  sevend  islands  of  the  rebel  vessels  coaling  at  thro 
ports.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  their  doing  it,  for  they  have  incr^ued 
their  force  very  much  in  the  West  Indies  of  late,  and  the  informatiu 
coald  be  very  readily  sent  by  their  small  men  of  war,  K  it  is  not  dfflie 
by  them,  I  shall  mauage  to  inform  our  consols  of  the  fact  of  their  bw4 
supplied,  although  it  will  inconvenience  my  operations  somewhat. 

The  Giemsbok,  agreeably  to  my  orders,  reported  to  me  at  St,  Tboma«, 
having  exchanged  her  stone  ballast  for  that  of  coal,  at  Key  West,  whid 
I  intend  to  have  as  a  reserve,  to  supply  the  vessels,  should  it  be  nee«e- 
sary,  at  some  distant  point.  In  the  mean  time  she  was  ordered  to  tsfce 
up  ttie  line  of  cruising  of  the  Shepherd  Knapp  on  the  route  of  the 
homeward-bound  vessels,  prepared  to  nse  such  disguises  as  her  eom- 
aiander  might  think  fit  to  deceive  the  rebel  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
CHAfiLBS  WILKES, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waakington. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Sear-Admiral  W^hes  to  Oownuyr  Walker. 

UkITKD  STA.iy»  FLA.a  BTEAHaHtP  YAItDEBBILT, 

CarUale  Bay,  Barbados,  Maroh  6, 1863. 
BiR :  In  onr  interview  this  morning,  I  had  the  opportunity  to  state  to 
yoti  the  object  of  my  visit  to  this  island,  viz.,  to  inquire  into  the  infrac- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  ordera  relative  to  the  admission  of  the  rebel  priva- 
teer the  Florida,  Mafflt  commander,  into  this  port,  being  permitted  to 
t^e  in  a  supply  of  coal,  after  having  obtained  a  full  supply  foue  hun- 
dred and  sixty  tons)  but  thirty  days  since  at  Nassau,  on  the  27tfa  Jan- 
Bary,  1863,  of  which  fact  I  presumed  your  eicellency  must  have  received 
notice,  if  not  officially,  at  least  through  the  public  prints,  and  the  avowsj 
on  the  part  of  said  Mafflt,  while  in  this  harbor,  that  he  had  done  so  and 
had  destroyed  varioos  Americui  merchant  vessels  whilst  pnrsuing  their 
lawfnl  voyages  on  the  high  seas,  and  that  he  intended  to  depredate  on 
the  same  again,  on  leaving  this  port,  though  not  in  this  immediate 
vicinity. 

The  language  of  Earl  Bnssell's  dispatch,  her  Majesty's  secretary  or 
state  for  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  her  Majesty's  secre- 
tary of  state  for  the  colonies,  dated  31st  January,  1862,  seems  to  be 
explicit  on  this  point,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
part  which  particularly  refers  to  it,  viz :  "  No  ships  of  war  or  privateer 
of  either  belligerent  shall  hereafter  be  permitted,  while  in  any  port, 
roadstead, .or  waters,  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  her  Mi^ 
esty,  to  take  in  any  supplies,  except  provisions,  and  such  other  things 
as  may  be  requisite  for  the  subsistence  of  her  crew ;  and  except  so  much 
coal  only  as  may  be  sufficient  to  carry  such  vessel  to  the  nearest  port 
of  her  own  country,  or  to  some  nearer  destination,  and  no  coal  shaU  be 
again  supplied  to.  any  such  ship  of  war  or  privateer,  in  the  same  or  any 
other  port,  roadstead,  or  waters  subject  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  oJf 
her  Majesty,  without  special  permission,  until  after  the  expiration  of 
three  months  &om  the  time  when  such  coal  may  have  been  last  supplied 
to  her,  within  British  waters  as  aforesaid. " 

In  the  conversation  this  morning  I  understood  your  excellency  to  say 
that  you  had  given  your  permission  without  any  inquiry  as  to  whether 
the  said  privateer  Florida  had  obtained  any  supplies  elsewhere,  or  not, 
although  your  attention  was  called  to  her  suspicious  character  by  the 
United  States  constil  at  this  port,  under  protest,  that  she  Iiad  and  was 
about  to  use  the  supply  offered  to  her  of  coal  to  depredate  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  which  supply  was  clearly  intended  by  the 
above  dispatch  of  Earl  Kussell  only  to  enable  her  to  reach  a  home  port, 
and  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  you  should  institute  any  such 
inqniries.  The  knowledge  of  the  depredations  of  the  Florida  had 
become  known  to  the  in^bitants  of  Bridgetown,  and  mentioned  in  the 
protest  of  the  United  States  consul,  and  I  could  not  avoid  surprise  to 
learn  from  your  excellency  that  no  investigation  had  been  ordered,  by 
which  the  facts  would  have  been  elicited,  and  action  taken  on  tbem  by 
which  an  infraction  of  her  Majesty's  regulations  was  then  taking  place 
and  bwn  proved.  Tour  excellency's  excuse  that  you  had  i-eceived  no 
official  coinmunicittion  from  the  governor  of  Nassau  of  the  fact  of  her 
\'isiting  that  colony,  for  not  stopping  and  denying  the  Florida  coal  and 
supplies,  I  scarcely  believe  will  be  deemed  eatisfaetoi-y  to  yours  or  to 
my  government.  Tlie  United  States  are  endeavoring  to  act  up  to  and 
carry  out  the  literal  conslnictiou  of  her  Mtyestj's  niles  prescribed  for 
the  belligerents,  and  it  caubot  but  seem  to  you,  that  with  this  desire, 
and  reposing  ftiU  faitli  in  all  of  her  Mjycsty's  officers,  who  are  bound  to 
carry  out  ^ese  rules  in  their  ^irit  and  bteral  construction,  that  my 
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goyemment  should  deem  tihis  act  of  supplying  a  rebel  piivateet  with 
aid  to  cany  oat  ber  uefarions  operations  against  its  commerce,  vhen 
passing  on  the  high  seas,  at  some  thoas^ds  of  miles  distant,  as  your 
excellency  stated  said  Maflit  had  informed  you  was  liis  intention,  with- 
out which  aid  the  rel  el  privateer  would  have  been  comparatively  liann- 
less,  and  when  appiised  of  his  intention  without  any  actiMi  on  yonr 
part  of  examination  and  inquiry  was  both  untoward  and  unMendly. 

Having  stated  these  lacts,  I  have  to  request  your  excellency  will 
afford  me  the  opportunity  of  laying  before  my  government  the  circnm- 
Btauces  under  which  the  Florida  was  permitted  to  take  in  »  BOpply  of 
coal  and  provisioDB  to  continue  her  cruise  and  operations,  after  having 
so  recently  coaled  and  provisioned  at  Kassau,  one  of  her  Miyesty's  txA- 
ODiea  iu  the  West  Indies,  ample  time  having  been  afforded,  some  thiity 
days,  for  the  information  to  have  reached  this  island  and  govemmeDt. 
And  if  any  cause  existed  why  an  investigation  was  not  institaled 
after  the  letter  to  your  excellency  was  received  from  the  United  States 
consul,  the  resident  official  of  my  government  at  this  island,  when  the 
•Ilorida  was  Ijing  in  these  waters  under  your  jurisdiction. 

1  take  this  occasion  to  express  to  your  exc^eucy  my  thanks  for  yonr 
kind  offer  of  aid  and  assistance ;  being  in  want  of  nothing,  we  shall  take 
our  departure  on  the  expiration  of  the  limit  assigned  in  her  M^esty^ 
rules,  by  which  time  I  hope  to  receive  your  excellency's  reply  to  tbismB- 
pat<Ji ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  excelleucy's 
very  obedient  servant, 

C'HAELES  WILKES, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  West  India  Sqwidrm, 

To  his  Bxc^ency  GoTiaiNOB  Waisek,  tfec,  <fec., 

Barbaetoa  and  adjacent  ula»d«. 


Oovemor  Walker  to  Sear-Admiral  WtVcts. 

GOTEENMENT  HOUSE, 

Barbados,  March  7, 1863 — 10.35  a.  m. 
See  :  I  have  had  the  hVmor  this  moment  to  receive  your  excellency's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  with  a  verba!  intimation  to  the  effect  that  yoa 
are  to  sail  at  11  o'clock. 

Even  if  time  permitted,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  your  excellency  upon  the 
{toints  adverted  to  in  your  communicatioD,  beyond  repeating  the  assnr- 
ance  which  1  have  already  conveyed  to  you  personally  of  my  desire  to 
carry  out  most  faithfully  ^hp  instructious  which  I  have  received  from 
her  Majesty's  government  as  to  the  observance  of  a  due  neutrality  dur- 
ing this  paiuf\n  struggle,  and  that  in  sanctioning  the  coaling  here  of  the 
Florida  I  did  no  more  than  what  I  had  sanctioned  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  steamer  of  war  San  Jacinto. 

It  will  of  course  be  my  duty  to  forward  your  representation  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  to  whom  Ihad  already  reported  thefact  of  the  Flor- 
ida aswell  as  the  San  Jacinto  having  been  allowed  to  repair  and  coal  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  hnm- 
ble  servant, 

JA9.  WALKER. 
His  Excellency  Keae- Admieal  Wilkes, 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  United  States  Naval  Forces, 

West  Indies,  United  States  steamship  Vanderbilt 
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[This  letter  was  sent  sepu^te  fWfm  any  dispa'ch  te  tlie  Depart- 
ment of  State.] 

Florida,  at  sea,  April  25, 1863. 

My  Dbab  Buixock:  By  several  qaestiouable  cliaDces  I  hare  written 
you  a  few  liasty  lines  that  yon  might  know  of  and  about  as  and  so  report 
to  the  d^artment . 

My  escapes  &om  great  odds  have  been  numerous,  as  no  less  than  six- 
teen were  after  os  at  the  same  time,  and  I  burned  vessels  in  the  track. 

On  the  6th,  burned  Lapwing,  Aldebaran,  J.  M.  Alcord,  Star  of  Peace} 
April  18,  :New  Tork  ship  Commonwealth,  worth  $352,000;  April  23. 
Baltimore  bark  Henrietta ;  April  Z4,  New  Bedford  ship  Oneida,  (tea  I) 
worth  $760,000. 

Have  seventy  prisoners  on  board,  two  ladies  among  them.  The  Flor- 
ida has  thus  far  done  her  duty.  Six  million  dollfu^  will  not  make  good 
the  devastation  this  steamer  has  committed.  Will  have  to  quit  the 
line,  as  quite  a  fleet  is  on  the  way  to  destroy. 

All  well  on  board,  and  you  wiU  oblige  by  reporting  success  thus  far. 

Tls  seventy  days  since  we've  seen  the  land.    God  bless  you. 

Yonis  tmly,  M.    . 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seuxo'tL 

[Extracts.] 

TSo.  454.1  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  16, 1863. 
Sm:         -      •  •  •  •  •  • 

At  the  same  time  I.transnutt«d  two  depositions,  famished  to  me  by 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  respecting  the  case-of  the  Hen- 
rietta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLHAM  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 
[Extract.] 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  July  7, 1863. 
My  Loed  :     •  •  '  •  •  • 

I  have  the  honor  at  the  same  time  to  annex  copies  of  two  other  depo- 
sitions, famished  to  me  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liver- 
pool, relating  to  the  same  general  subject,  marked  B. 

I  pray  yoar  lordship,  &c., 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Babl  Eussell,  tfec,  <fec.,  <&c. 


Affidavit  of  John  Trader. 

I,  John  Trader,  at  present;  on  board  the  b^u^k  Begatta,  now  lying  in 
t^e  Queen's  dock  in  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  seaman,  make 
oath  and  say : 

On  the  18th  day  of  March  last  I  joined  at  Baltimore  the  bark  Henri- 
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etta,  Oaptaiu  Brovn,  master,  as  boy  on  a  voyage  trom  Baltimore  to  Rio, 
■with  a  cargo  of  flour,  and  two  gentlemen  ana  one  lady,  with  three  chil- 
dren, as  passengers. 

We  left  Baltimore  on  the  20th of  March,  and  proceeded  on  onr  voy^e, 
and  ottthe  23d  of  April,  when  abont  flfty-six  miles  sonth  of  the  Eqnatof, 
we  were  becalmed,  and  aboat  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  a  strange 
vessel  astern  of  us ;  she  had  all  her  sails  furled,  and  appeared  to  be 
making  toward  us  under  steam,  and  between  5  and  G  o'clock  she  came 
np  to  as,  and  when  about  forty  to  fifty  yards  from  us,  she  hailed  ns  ^d 
asked  where  we  were  bound  to  and  where  from.  Our  captain  told  him. 
The  strange  vessel  was  flying  the  American  colors,  the  officer  on  boari 
the  strange  vessel  sang  ont  to  back  onr  mainyard,  and  he  would  &enH 
some  one  on  board.  We  backed  the  mainyard,  and  the  stranger  then 
sent  off  a  boat  which  came  alongside  of  as.  An  ofBcer  and  several  men 
then  came  on  board;  they  were  all  armed  with  revolvers  and  swords; 
they  told  us  to  get  ready  to  go  on  board  of  their  vessel.  All  Uie  seamen 
of  the  Henrietta,  except  myself,  went  into  the  boat,  and  were  taken  to 
the  stranger.  Another  boat  then  came  off  from  the  stranger  and  took 
roe,  the  two  mates,  and  the  steward,  off  to  the  ship.  When  we  got  <m 
board  the  stranger  we  were  put  into  irons,  and  remained  on  deck.  We 
found  some  ten  or  twelve  prisoners ;  they  were  all  in  irons.  Another 
boat  was  sent  from  the  stranger  and  fetched  the  captain  and  passengers, 
and  they  were  brought  on  board,  but  they  were  not  put  in  irons.  Ooi 
mates  were  pnt  into  irons  at  first,  but  they  were  afterward  taken  off. 

About  one  honr  after  we  came  on  board  the  stranger  we  saw  our  ship 
was  on  fire,  and  I  tdso  noticed  that  the  stranger  was  flying  the  southern 
colors,  and  that  the  American  colors  she  ha<l  been  flying  when  she  h«led 
as  had  been  hauled  down,  and  about  this  time  I  heard  that  the  stranger 
was  the  Florida. 

When  the  flre  had  got  a  good  hold  of  the  Henrietta,  the  Florida  steamed 
away  and  then  lay-to  for  tiie  night. 

'  On  the  following  morning  we  got  up  steam  and  steamed  down  toward 
our  vessel,  which  we  passed ;  she  was  then  nearly  burnt  down  to  the 
water's  edge.  After  cruising  about  we  saw  a  strange  sail,  and  made  for 
her.  She  was  an  English  vessel  bound,  I  think,  for  Liverpool.  One  of 
the  officers  of  the  Florida  hailed  her,  and  asked  her  master  if  he  conld 
take  any  passengers ;  he  said  yes,  but  he  would  want  a  barrel  of  bread 
and  a  barrel  of  beef  to  be  put  on  board  first  for  every  one  taken.  We 
then  steamed  off',  and  about  8  or  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  saw  another 
sail,  and  in  about  two  or  three  hours  we  came  up  with  her.  She  was 
hailed,  and  turned  out  to  be  an  American  ship 'called  the  Oneida,  bound 
to  New  York  from  Shanghae  with  tea.  The  Florida  was  flying  the 
American  colors.  The  Oneida  was  ordered  to  lie-to,  and  a  boat  was  seat 
off  from  the  Florida  to  the  Oneida  with  an  armed  crew.  We  were  oi 
deck  and  could  see  what  took  place.  When  the  bpat's  crew  had  got  on 
board  the  Oneida  the  Florida  hoisted  the  southern  flag,  and  the  Oneida 
hauled  down  her  American  flag ;  the  Florida's  boats  brought  off  the 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Oneida^  The  crew  were  pnt  into  irons  immedi- 
ately they  came  on  board.  The  Oneida  was  theu  set  flre  to.  When  the 
flre  had  got  good  hold  of  the  vessel  we  steamed  away  from  her,  and  cm- 
tinned  to  cruise  about.  We  then  saw  another  sail,  which  we  made  ftr, 
and  on  coming  up  to  her  we  found  she  was  a  French  bark  bound  to 
Hew  South  Wales.  She  was  hailetl  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Florid*, 
and  told  to  back  her  mainyard.  We  could  not  make  him  understand. 
A  boat  was  sent  off  to  her,  and  Cajitain  Brown,  our  captain,  and  one  <rf 
our  men,  Peter  Brown,  who  went  as  an  interpreter,  went  on  board.    Our 


THE  FLOBnU.  631 

eaptain  told  db  be  was  going  to  see  if  he  ooold  get  a  passage  for  all, 
himself  and  his  crew  and  passengers.  Id  abont  b^f  an  honr  our  captain 
retomed  and  told  aa  that  the  Frenchman  would  only  take  six,  and  the 
captain  and  the  mates  and  passengers  and  the  captain  of  the  Oneida 
went  on  board  the  Frenchman.  The  seaman  Peter  Brown  also  remained 
on  board  the  Frenehmau.  After  we  got  rid  of  these  parties  we  proceeded 
to  cruise  about  again,  and  on  the  following  morning  we  came  across  the 
Danish  brig  Ceres,  bound  for  Gibraltar,  and  I,  and  H.  G-.  Wagner,  and 
William  Evans,  and  John  Short,  and  the  cook  were  pnt  on  board  of  her. 
We  remained  on  board  of  this  ahip  until,  her  provisions  mnning  short,  I, 
and  Wagner,  and  Evans,  and  Shori;  were  pnt  on  board  the  Begatta, 
bound  for  Liverpool,  where  I  arrived  yesterday,  but  Wagner  and  Bvans 
were  put  on  board  the  Inca,  also  bound  for  Liverpool,  as  onr  water  was 
running  short. 

JOHN  TEADER. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  country  of  Lancaster,  this  5th  day  of  June, 
1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  TATESj 
A  CommiagioHer  to  administer  oaths  in  the 

Covrts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleat. 


Affidavit  of  Henry  George  Woffmr. 

X,  Henry  George  Wagner,  at[  present  on  board  the  bark  Inca  of 
Liverpool,  now  lying  in  the  King's  dock  in  the  port  of  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  seaman,  make  oath  and  say : 

1.  In  the  month  of  March  last  I  shipped  at  Baltimore  on  board  the 
bark  Henrietta  of  Baltimore,  G.  D.  Brown  master,  for  a  voyage  to 
Bio.  The  Henrietta  was  a  vessel  of  440  tons,  and  we  had  a  crew  of 
thirteen  all  told,  and  a  Mr.  Roberts,  a  Mr.  Morris,  and  a  lady  of  the  name 
of  Florence  with  her  three  children,  were  passengers. 

2.  On  the  20th  March  we  sailed  &om  Baltimore,  and  proceeded  on  our 
voyage  without  anything  happening  until  the  23d  of  April;  we  were 
then  about  fit'ty-six  miles  south  of  the  Equator,  and  were  becalmed,  when 
at  4  in  the  aftemoou  we  saw  a  strange  sail  to  the  stem  of  us.  The 
stranger  had  no  sails  set  but  was  under  steam,  and  about  5  or  6  o'clock 
the  stranger  came  up  with  us.  She  had  the  American  flag  flying  at  the 
fore  royal  masthead,  and  nothing  at  the  peak.  She  hailed  us,  and  asked 
ns  where  we  were  m>m,  and  where  bound  to.  We  told  him,  and  he  then 
song  ont  to  us  to  back  our  maiuyard,  and  he  would  send  his  boat  along- 
side. Captain  Brown  refused  to  back  bis  mainyard.  The  stranger  then 
lowered  three  boats,  and  came  alongside  and  boarded  ns.  There  were 
four  officers  and  twelve  men.  They  were  all  armed  with  revolvers  and 
cutla&ses. 

3.  When  they  came  on  board,  they  asked  Captain  Brown  for  his  papers 
and  irons.  The  captain  said  he  had  no  papers,  but  he  told  them  where 
the  irons  were.  Captain  Brown  was  then  ordered  into  one  of  the  boats, 
and  the  two  mates  and  the  passengers  also  went  into  the  same  boat  on 
board  the  stranger.  I  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  of  the  Henrietta  were 
then  ordered  into  another  of  the  boats,  and  were  rowed  to  the  stranger. 
When  we  got  under  her  stern,  the  stranger  hoisted  the  southern  flag. 
We  then  went  on  board  the  stranger,  and  I  and  the  rest  of  the  seamen 
were  pnt  in  irons.  C   (>(>q[c 
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i.  The  otlifir  of  the  stranger's  boats  bronght  the  captain  aoA  the  pas- 
sengers' clothes,  chronometer,  charts,  and  other  things,  bnt  they  diA  not 
bring  oar  things.  I  only  got  an  old  shirt  and  a  pair  of  old  troosers  be- 
yond what  I  stood  up  in,  when  taken  oat  of  my  ship. 

5.  After  the  boats  had  all  come  from  oar  ship,  and  we  had  been  on 
board  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  I  saw  the  flames  coming  ap  out  of 
the  cabin  windows  of  the  Henrietta,  and  I  then  knew  she  had  been  fired. 
The  stranger,  as  soon  as  she  saw  the  ship  was  baming,  pnt  off  from  her, 
and  went  aboat  ten  mUes  away  and  then  laid-to. 

6.  We  were  on  deck,  and  could  see  onr  ship  burning  until  about  3  in 
the  morning,  when  the  fire  went  out  about  half-past  5  or  6  o'clock.  The 
stranger,  whose  name  we  now  learned  was  the  Florida,  steamed  past  onr 
vessel,  which  was  burned  almost  to  the  water's  edge. 

7.  After  we  had  passed  our  ship  the  Florida  continued  to  cruise  alxHit, 
and  just  afterw^d  we  hailed  a  strange  sail,  which  turned  out  to  be  an 
English  bark,  bound  to  Liverpool  from  Buenos  Ayres.  The  Captain 
of  the  Florida  asked  him  if  he  would  like  any  passengers,  but  the  master 
of  the  bark  said  he  could  not  do  so.  We  then  continued  cruising 
aibout  flying  the  American  colors,  and  about  S  o'clock  on  the  24th  of 
April  a  sail  was  seen  to  the  northwest  of  us,  and  we  then  made  for  her 
and  overhauled  her  about  10  o'clock.  She  was  hailed,  and  answered  that 
she  was  the  Oneida  of  New  Bedford,  bound  to  New  York  irom  Shangbae, 
and  loaded  with  tea.  The  captain  of  the  Florida  then  ordered  three 
boats  and  crew  t«  go  on  board  of  the  Oneida,  which  they  did,  and  after 
bringing  the  captain  and  crew  of  sixteen  in  all  on  board,  the  ship  was 
set  fire  to.  We  lay  by  ontU  the  lower  sails  had  caught,  and  the  Florida 
then  steamed*  away. 

8.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  spoke  a  strange  bark  which 
tamed  out  to  be  from  Bordeaux  bound  for  Kew  South  Wale^,  and  one 
of  the  Florida's  boats  took  Captain  Brown,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Hen- 
rietta, Peter  Brown,  and  went  on  board  the  Frenchman.  Our  captaiu 
told  us  he  was  going  to  see  if  the  French  captain  would  take  all  of  us 
and  the  passengers  on  board.  When  oar  captaiu  came  back,  he  told  as 
that  the  Frenchman  could  not  take  the  crew,  but  that  he,  the  waster 
and  passengers  and  one  of  the  boys,  the  captain's  son,  and  the  captain 
and  mate  of  the  Oneida,  were  going  on  board,  and  they  subsequently 
went  on  board.  Peter  Brown,  one  of  our  seamen,  also  went  on  board. 
He  acted  as  interpreter. 

9.  The  Florida,  after  she  had  put  the  captain  of  the  Henrietta  and 
Oneida  aad  the  others  on  board  of  theFrenchinan,  lay-to  until  daylight 
of  the  next  day,  which  was  tlie  25th  of  April.  In  the  morning  of  that 
day,  about  8  o'clock,  a  strange  sail  was  seen  which  we  made  for  under 
all  8t«am,  and  after  running  after  her  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  an- 
other sail  came  in  eight,  and  we  then  ran  for  her,  and  spoke  her.  She 
turned  out  to  be  the  Danish  brig  Ceres,  bound  for  Gibraltar  for  orders. 
Tlie  first  lieutenant  of  the  Florida  hailed  her,  and  a^ked  her  if  she  could 
take  any  passengers.  The  master  of  the  Ceres  said  he  could  take  five, 
and  the  captain  of  the  Florida  then  sent  me  and  John  Shutt,  and  William 
Evans,  John  Trader,  and  our  cook,  in  one  of  the  Florida's  boats  on  board 
the  Ceres.  I  remained  on  board  the  Ceres  until  the  2d  of  May,  when 
our  provisions  running  short,  the  captain  of  the  Ceres  spoke  the  EngUsh 
bark  Begatta,  bound  for  Liverpool,  and  I  and  William  Evans,  and  John 
Shntt,  and  John  Trader,  were  put  on  board  the  Begatta. 

10.  On  the  18th  May,  the  Eegatta's  wnter  running  short,  I  and  William 
Evans  were  put  on  board  the  Iiica,  which  we  had  previously  spoken,  and 
we  arrived  in  Liverpool  yesterday.  , ,  , 
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Daring  the  whole  of  the  time  I  was  in  the  Florida  we  were  left  on  the 
deck  and  in  irons,  and  when  we  went  on  board  we  found  some  fourteen 
or  fifteen  other  prisoners. 

11.  The  Florida  carried  two  large  pivot  gans,  one  forward  and  one  aft, 
and  she  had  three  large  guns  on  each  side.  The  crew  was  a  mixed  one, 
moat  of  them  being  Irishmen.  They  numbered  I  should  think  abont 
130.  We  were  asked  to  join  the  Florida,  and  were  offered  $22  a  month, 
$50  bounty,  and  a  share  of  prize  money,  but  we  refiised  to  join  under 
any  conditions. 

HENEY  G.  WAGNBE. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  6th  day  of  June, 
1863,  before  me. 

JOHK  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  for  taking  Affidavits  in  the 

Courts  of  Exchequer  or  Pleas, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

[Kxtraots.] 

Foreign  Office,  July  13, 1863. 
Sis  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
inclosing  papers  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the  American  ship  Hen- 
rietta by  the  Florida.  •  •  •  •  So  far  as  it  may  be  intended,  by  the 
communication  of  the  inclosed  papers,  to  assert  or  record  a  claim  against 
her  Majesty's  government  on  account  of  the  destruction  of  those  vessels, 
I  w^onld  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last,  and 
to  repeat  that  her  Majesty's  government  entirely  disclaim  all  responsi- 
bility for  the  acts  of  vessels  of  war  of  the  so-styled  confederate  govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  air,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Chablbs  Fsancib  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  dx.,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ko.  672.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  August  7, 1863. 
SiB:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  of  the  25tli  ultimo,  from  W.  C.  j. 
Hyland,  esquire,  the  United  States  vice-consul  at  Bermuda.  Inasmuch 
as  the  captured  silver  referred  to  therein  has  not,  so  far  as  this  govern- 
ment is  informed,  been  adjudicated  upon  in  any  court  of  competent  jnris- 
dietion,  the  expediency  of  an  effort  to  recover  it,  or  to  obtain  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  American  citizens  who  were  ita  legal  owners,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  the  insurers,  is.  suggested. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLLUa  H.  SEWAKD. 
Chaeles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  (fee,  tfec.  ^  _^^  ^  GooqIc 
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Mr.  Byland  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

No.  80.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

BermitSa,  July  25, 1863. 
Sib  :  I  have  ihe  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  British  brig  Eagle,  Cap- 
tain Norfolk,  sailed  from  this  port  on  the  22d  instant  for  Liverpool,  Great 
Britain,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  taken  from  warehouse  here,  and  a  large 
portion  of  bar  silver  from  the  rebel  steamship  Florida,  the  whole  valued 
at  £50,000.    The  silver  has  been  transferred  by  bill  of  sale  to  John  J. 
Bonme,  the  agent  of  the  rebel  States. 

•  •••••* 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  J.  HYLASD, 
Viee-ConmU. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  F.  W.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  ftW.]  Dbfabtment  of  State, 

WaahingUm,  August  22, 1863. 

Sib:  It  devolves  ap4»i  me  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  commaniea- 
tion  of  the  14th,  and  of  one  of  the  19th  instant,  from  Francis  Boy^ 
esquire,  of  Boston,  relative  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of  his  ship  Red 
Gfmntlet,  of  that  port,  by  the  piratical  vess^  now  commonly  designated 
the  Florida.  It  appears  from  depositions,  appended  to  the  letter  of  the 
19th,  that  until  the  Bed  Gauntlet  was  actiudly  seized,  the  British  flag 
was  flying  on  the  Florida. 

Tliese  papers  are  committed  to  yon  with  a  view  to  such  disposition  as 
shall  conduce  to  jnst  reparation  for  losses  and  iiyuries  to  the  parties 
aggrieved.    Additional  evidence  in  the  case  is  expected,  which,  vh«i 
received,  will  be  communicated  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  8EWABD,  Aetmg  Secretary. 

Chablbs  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfcc.,  (fee.,  <fec.  ■ 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No,  530,  dated 
November  5, 18fi3,  post] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Gxt»ot.] 

No.  481.1  Leqation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  August  27, 1863. 
Sm:     •••••••• 

In  regard  to  the  subject  of  the  first  of  these,  No.  672,  of  the  7th  instant, 
I  have  to  say  that  on  the  18th  instant  the  consiU  at  Qneenstown  reported 
to  this  legation  that  the  Florida  was  off  that  hM"bor.  On  the  17th 
three  persons,  named  S.  \Y.  Averott,  F.  GamertOD,  and  T.  T.  Hiiitoo. 
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beinff  offloera.  loaded,  witb  what  motive  is  not  quite  dear.    Meanwhile, 
tlie  steamer  Eagle  brought  the  bar-sCver  to  Liverpool  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  hare  had  a  visit  &om  a  member  of  the  English  bouse  of  F.  Huth  & 
Co., to  inform  me  that  they  ore  the  true  conaigDees  and  owners  of  this 
property,  which  has  been  ^ly  insored  in  London.  They,  in  conjunction 
with  the  underwriters,  had  taken  advice  with  regard  to  the  possibility 
of  recovering  it,  and  tlie  answer  had  lieen  favorable,  but  they  had  been 
recommended  to  apply  for  my  assistance  and  co-operation.  I  replied,  that 
any  service  I,  or  any  of  the  officers  of  the  government,  could  render  to 
tliem  in  the  case  woold  be  at  their  disposal,  but  that  in  my  belief  their 
only  chance  of  success  would  come  through  the  character  of  British  sub- 
jects. My  experience  has  taught  me  the  inefficacy  of  all  agencies  to  work 
results  in  favor  of  American  claims  through  the  courts  here  in  these  cases. 
The  gentlemen  said  they  did  not  wish  to  make  a  political  qneetiOD  of  it, 
aad  would  only  ask  me  to  place  them  in  communication  with  my  sources 
of  information,  in  order  tiie  better  to  understand  the  facts.  I  directed 
the  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson,  to  give  hiiii  a  note  of  introduction  to  Mr. 
Eastman,  which  was  done,  and  he  took  his  leave. 

Some  accotrnt  of  this  transfer  has  got  into  the  newspapers,  with  a 
pretense  that  the  iuteution  of  the  pirates  is  to  restore  the  plunder  to  the 
ri^^ht  owners.  Ab  the  uuderwriters  in  London  have  heretofore  been 
such  liberal  patrons  of  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  for  the  beneflt  of  these 
parties,  they  may  possibly  indulge  in  the  hope  of  some  sign  of  recipro- 
cation on  the  present  occasion,  which  I  fear  will  turn  out  but  a  pleasing 
delusion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaud, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  340.1  Legation  of  the  UmTED  States, 

Paris,  September  1, 1863. 
8i£ :  Lest  oar  vice-consal  at  Brest  may  have  neglected  to  send  yon  a 
copy  of  the  sworn  statement  of  Captain  Cavarly  and  others  of  the  ship 
Anglo-Saxon,  of  Kew  York,  lately  burned  at  sea  by  the  Florida,  I  here- 
with send  you  the  copy  of  such  statement,  sent  by  the  vice-consnl  to 
this  legation. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Seward, 

tof  State. 


Statement  of  John  M.  Cavarly,  master  of  the  ship  AvgUhSanon,  of  New 
York,  captured  and  burned  by  theprivateer  Florida. 

Brest,  August  25, 1863. 
On  this  25th  day  of  Angast,in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eiglileenhnndred 
and  sixty-three,  before  me,  J.  M.  Kerros,  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
of  America  for  Brest,  personally  appeared  John  M.  Cavarly,  late  master 


of  the  American  ship  called  the  Anglo-Saxon,  of  Kew  York,  and  declued 
as  follows : 

We  sailed  firom  Liverpool  on  Monday  morning,  Augnst  17, 1863,  Ixrand 
to  New  York.  We  haid  strong  gaJes  from  the  west  to  northwest  till 
Wednesday  morning,  when  we  took  the  mid  at  north -northwest.  Passed 
Tnskan  light-house  on  Wednesday  night.  Thursday,  light  winds  from 
the  northwest  all  day;  ship  standing  to  the  west-aonthwest. 

Friday  morning,  Augnst  21,  at  five,  tlie  second  ofBcer  came  to  my 
room  and  said  there  was  a  steamer  near  us  coming  toward  the  ship.  I 
went  on  deck  at  once.  The  ship  lay  becalmed ;  her  courses  were  haoled 
ap.  The  steamer  came  under  onr  stern,  hailed  the  ship,  and  asked  where 
trom  and  where  bonnd.  He  then  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  ship;  UAi 
me  to  take  my  papers  and  go  on  board  the  steamer. 

I  went  on  board  the  steamer ;  the  captain  took  my  papers  and  looked 
at  them ;  he  then  said :  Your  ^ip  is  a  prize  to  the  confederate  st«amer 
Florida,  Captain  Maffit.  He  told  me  to  take  my  clothing — my  ship's 
company  the  same^and  come  on  board  the  Florida  at  once.  I  then 
asked  him  to  bond  the  ship.  His  reply  was,  my  cargo  was  a  contraband 
of  war;  he  should  bum  the  ship. 

They  took  all  the  provisions,  saUs,  cordage,  canvas,  &c,  they  wanted 
from  the  ship,  besides  my  two  chronometers,  barometers,  alliny  charts, 
sextant  octant,  in  fact  all  the  nautical  instruments  belonging  to  the  shia 
besides  some  spars,  and  many  other  things.  They  did  not  allow  any  of 
my  crew  or  officers  to  take  their  trunks  or  chests. 

When  my  ship's  company  were  on  board,  all  but  myself  and  my  officem 
and  cook  were  put  in  irons.  I  had  a  channel  pilot  on  board  when  the, 
ship  was  captured.  We  both  judged  the  ship  to  be  twenty-five  miles 
from  Queensfown.  At  noon  on  Friday,  August  21,  aft^  they  had  taken 
all  they  wished  from  the  Anglo-Saxon,  they  set  my  ship  on  fire,  and  fired 
two  broadsides  of  shot  and  shell  at  her.  The  Florida  then  steered  to 
the  southwest ;  spoke  two  vessels  the  same  afternoon ;  both  were  British, 
and  refused  to  take  their  prisoners.  On  Sunday  morning  saw  the  land, 
which  waa  Ushant  In  ^e  afternoon  anchored  in  the  harbor;  were 
quarantined  till  Monday  afternoon,  when  we  were  landed  in  Brest.  The 
American  consul  took  charge  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew. 

And  together  with  the  said  mastor  also  came  Arthur  Snow,  chitf  offi- 
cer; W.  Farmer,  second  mfUe;  B.  Balls,  third  mate;  John  Brown,  eai- 
penter;  George  Brown,  seaman,  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  ship,  all 
of  whom,  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  did  severally,  voluntarily,  freely, 
fmd  solemnly  declare  that  the  above  statement  is  according  to  the 
truth. 

In  testimony  whereof,  they  have  hereunto  subscribed  their  names; 
and  I,  the  said  Tice-consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this  pnblic 
instrument  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  vice-consulate  to  arare 
and  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern  as  need  and 
occasion  may  require, 

[l.  s.]  J.  M.  KEEEOa, 

United,  States  Vtce-VonttiL 
JOHN  M.  CAYAKLY,  Matter. 
AETHUB  L.  SNOW. 
.     B.  BALLS. 
.      JOHN  BROWN. 
GEOEGE  BROWN. 


^dbyGoOgle 
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Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr,  Seward, 

[EztTML] 

No.  497.]  LeGAIIOH  op  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

LmtOon,  September  17, 1863. 
8ie:  •  •  •  .  # 

The  same  evening  I  received  from  Loi^  Bnssell  a  note,      *      *     A 
copy  of  my  reply  accompanies  this  dispatch. 

■  «  a  ■  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  PBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adains  to  Earl  Russell. 
[Extract.] 

IiBGATlON  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  September  16, 1863. 
My  Lord  :         '  "  •  'In  the  very 

first  instance  in  which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  a  remonstrance  to 
your  lordship,  (the  case  of  the  gunboat  Oreto.)  it  appears,  from  the 
admission  of  the  individual  now  in  command  of  that  vessel,  onder  the 
name  of  Florida,  that  she  was  built  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  with  the 
intent  to  carry  on  war  against  the  United  States.  I  quote  from  the 
lai^iage  of  a  letter  signed  J.  K.  Mafiit,  which  has  appeared  in  the 
public  prints,  when  I  say  that  "  that  corvette  has,  in  fact,  been  built  and 
armed  by  the  government  of  the  Conf^erate  States  of  America." 

I  pray,  &c.,  &c. 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 


Bight  Hon.  Eabl  JRussell,  d;c.,  i&c,  &c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  712.]  Depaktment  op  State, 

Washington,  Septeinber  18, 1863. 
Sib  :  Referring  to  my  No,  684,  of  the  22d  ultimo,  relative  to  the  claim 
of  Frtmcis  Boyd,  esq.,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  against  the  British 
government  ou  account  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  ship  Red 
Gauntlet,  I  now  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter,  of  the  3d  instant,  from  him  on 
the  subject,  aud  of  the  protest  made  by  the  ma8t«r  and  officers  of  the 
Bed  OaunUet. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Frascis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c,  &c.,  dx. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  "So.  530, 
Novembers,  1863,j»os(.]  C  ooolr 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adattu. 

No.  733.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  September  26, 1863. 
Sm:  BeferriDg  to  preyioas  mstractions  ttpoo  siniilar  cases,  I  iocloae 
a  copyof  aletter  of  the  24tli  instant,  and  of  ^e  memorial  wMcb  acc(Mn- 

Jianied  it,  addressed  to  me  by  Messrs.  K.  P.  Mann  &  Co.,' of  Boston,  pre- 
erring  a  claim  against  Great  Britain  on  account  of  losses  accruing  to 
them  by  the  destruction  of  the  American  ship  Commonwealth,  of  New 
York,  by  the  Florida,  (so-called.)  Yon  will  be  pleaded  to-  pursue  tlu 
coarse  in  regard  to  this  claim  which  may  be  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
others. 

I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Charles  Fsancis  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  <£v.,  &e. 
\Fot  incloanres  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr,  Seward,  "So.  630, 
dated  November  6, 1863,  poat.] 


Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TSo.  359.]  Leqation  of  the  UmxED  States, 

Pane,  0<Jto6er  8,  1863. 

Sir:  Mr.  Dronyu  de  Lfaays  not  having  received  the  diplomatic  cotpe 
last  week  for  bosiuess,  I  this  morning  have  had  a  long  conversation  wiUi 
him  npon  various  matters.  In  the  first  place,  I  left  with  him  the  copy 
of  a  letter  recently  written  by  Captain  Maffl tt,  of  the  rebel  steamer  PloridL 
at  Brest,  to  Captam  Bullock:,  of  the  rebel  navy,  as  to  the  dischtu'ge  of 
part  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida,  &c.,  a  copy  of  which  letter  was  inclosed 
to  me  by  onr  consul  at  Liverpool.  '  A  copy  of  the  same  is  hereonto 
attached.  My  object  in  showing  this  letter  was  to  prove,  first,  thM 
Captain  Bollock  was  yet  in  the  rebel  service,  and,  secondly,  that  the  crew 
in  questioD,  or  part  of  it,  had  been  voluntarily  discharged  from  the 
Florida ;  that  if  this  vessel  was,  ttierefore,  incapacitated  for  want  of  a 
su£G[cient  crew,  it  was  not  the  act  of  God,  but  their  own  act,  and  thej 
were  sufiering  from  a  self  infiicted  impotence.  This  was  to  answer  the 
principle  suggested  by  Mr.  U^uyn  de  Lhuys  in  conversation,  that  thor 
necessary'  wants  for  purposes  of  navigation,  not  of  war,  tbey  w^re  entitled 
to  have  supplied.  I  reminded  him,  {oo,  of  the  fact  that  if  he  earned 
out  this  principle  to  its  full  extent,  if  the  term  of  service  of  a  crew  were 
known  to  be  about  expiring,  a  captain  might  run  his  ship  into  a  nentrd 
port  anywhere,  discharge  his  crew,  and  then  reship,  in  the  same  port,  a 
new  crew  for  hostile  purposes;  tnat,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
captain  of  the  Florida  might  claim  the  right  to  ship  a  crew  of  French 
saUors  at  Brest.  I  told  him  that  sailors  for  an  enemy's  ship  of  war  were 
contraband,  as  much  so  as  soldiera  for  its  armies.  I  could  not  conceive, 
therefore,  that  France  conld  fairly  maintain  her  neutrality,  and  yet  per- 
mit these  things  to  be  done  In  her  ports.  It  is  probable  that  I  shall  pnt 
these  and  some  other  views  upon  this  subject,  of  the  aid  given  to  the 
Florida,  in  writing  before  she  is  permitted  to  sail.  They  may  be  of 
ser^ice  as  matter  of  future  reference. 

The  neutrality  of  France,  he  said,  would  be  maintained,  uid  that  his 
whole  purpose  was  to  detUe  t^ese  questions  upon  proper  principles  of 
international  law.  (    {Xtolt- 
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I  should  add,  tliat  I  learned  firom  LiTerpool  HbtA  tfaese  men,  owing  to 
some  difficulty  with  the  confederate  agents,  have  not  yet  eigned  the  ship- 
ping articles.  In  the  meantime  this  goTemment  is  holding  the  qneptton 
under  Consideration. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DATTOy. 
Hod.  Willuu  H.  Sewabs, 

Seoretaryof  State. 


Captain  Magttt  to  Captain  BtUlocJi. 

GONFEDEBATB  STAITES  StXIAHEB  FloBIDA, 

Brest,  September  3, 1863. 
Sub.:  Herewith  I  send  yon  a  list  of  men  discharged  from  the  Florida, 
with  their  accounts  and  discbarges.   Many  of  them  have  asked  for  trans- 
portation, and  others  for  reference  to  yon  or  to  a  confederate  agent.    I 
wonld  request  you  to  provide  them  situatious  in  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.  N.  MAFFITT, 
Commander  Confederate  States  Navy. 
Captain  J.  D.  Bttllock:, 

Confederate  States  Navy,  Idv^pool. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  741.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  OcU>ber  24, 1863. 
Sib:  I  inclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  instruction  of  this 
date,  No.  421,  to  Mr.  Dayton,  relative  to  the  case  of  the  Florida,  at  Brest, 
and  upon  the  question  whether  that  vessel  is  a  privateer  or  a  pubUc 
armed  ves?< 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
ChabLeb  Fbakcis  Asaus,  Esq.,  tSc.,  (£c,  (£c. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  421.]  Depabtsosmt'  op  State, 

Washington,  OtOober  24, 1863. 

Sm :  Your  dispatch  of  October  8  (No.  359)  has  been  received.  Your 
proceedings  herein  related,  in  regard  to  the  favors  shown  to  the  pirate 
Florida  and  her  crew  at  Brest,  and  the  positions  assumed  on  that  subject 
in  your  interview  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  are  altogether  approved. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
expediency  of  recalling  the  attention  of  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  a  cor- 
respondence on  the  subject  of  privateers  which  took  place  between  the 
French  government  and  the  government  of  the  United  States  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Crimean  war.  A  statement  of  this  correspondence 
acctHupanies  this  dispatch.    If  the  French  government  take  the  ground 
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that  the  Florida  is  not  a  privateer,  but  a  public  armed  vessel,  it  may  be 
pertinent  to  ask,  of  vbat  practical  value  to  an  exposed  beUigerent  is  the 
distluctioQ  made  by  a  nentral  between  public  armed  vessels  and  priva- 
teers, if  the  other  belligerent  can,  at  its  pleasure,  create  privatefera  into 
lieUigerente,  by  giving  them  commissions  instead  of  letters  of  marque; 
and  if,  bearing  such  commissions,  they  can,  to  all  practical  intents,  carry 
on  the  business  of  privateering  t  It  would  be  difficult  to  see,  in  that  case, 
what  the  interests  of  commerce  have  gained,  or  can  gaia^  by  the  declara- 
tion of  the  congress  of  Paris  against  privateering. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  L.  Dayton,  Esq.,  de.,  <£<;.,  <£e. 


MKMOKAKBmi. 

Under  date  of  April  28,  1854,  Mr.  Sartiges,  &c.^  &c.,  &c,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  Trance,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  which  he  stated  that  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
and  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Oreat  Britain  had  determined,  in  the  war 
with  BuBsia,  not  to  authorize  privateering  by  letters  of  marque,  and  that 
the  government  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  trusted  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  would,  by  way  of  Just  reciprocity, 
give  orders  that  no  privateers  under  the  Russian  flag  should  be  allowed 
to  be  fitted  out,  or  victualled,  or  admitted  with  its  prizes  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  rigor- 
ously abstain  irom  taking  part  in  equipments  of  that  kind,  or  in  an; 
other  measure  contrary  to  the  duties  of  a  strict  neutrality. 

The  Secretary  of  State  replied  to  Mr.  Sartiges,  on  the  same  day,  that 
he  was  directed  by  the  President  to  state  that  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  while  claiming  the  full  eryoymeut  of  their  rights  as  a 
neutral  power,  would  observe  the  strictest  neutrality  towards  each  and 
all  the  belligerents;  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  impcwed  severe 
restrictions,  not  only  upon  its  own  citizens,  but  upon  aU  persons  who 
might  be  residents  in  this  country,  against  equipping  privateers,  recei?- 
ing  commissions,  or  enlisting  men  therein,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 
part  in  any  foreign  war;  that  it  was  not  apprehended  that  there  would 
be  any  attempt  to  violate  these  laws;  but  should  the  just  expectations  of 
the  President  be  disappointed,  he  would  not  Ml  in  his  duty  to  use  the 
power  with  which  he  was  invested  to  enforce  obedience  to  them;  that 
considerations  of  Interest  and  the  obligations  of  duty  alike  give  assa- 
ranee  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  would  in  noway  compromit 
the  neutrality  of  their  country  by  participating  in  the  contest  in  whidi 
the  principal  powers  of  Europe  were  unhappily  engaged. 

A  similar  note  was  addressed  to  the  department  by  Mr.  Crampton,  tie 
British  minister,  who  received  the  same  answer. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  527.]  Legation  of  the  Umited  States, 

London,  October  30, 1863. 
Sl£:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lord 
Bussell,  dated  the  26th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  23d,  a  copy  of 
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whicb,  based  on  the  instractious  contained  in  yonr  dispatch  Ko.  730,  of 
the  Cth  instant,  is  now  submitted  with  it. 

Inaamnch  as  the  argument  of  your  dispatch  was  drawn  up  more  par- 
ticularly to  apply  to  tbe  case  of  the  Alabama,  I  decided  upon  sending  in 
with  my  note  only  the  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  committed 
by  that  vessel.  This  left  on  my  hands  a  number  of  others  occasioned  by 
the  Florida  not  disposed  of.  1  now  propose  to  send  those  in  likewise  to 
his  lordship,  with  a  not«  io  which  I  mean  to  take  notice  of  his  singular 
allusion  to  "seeming  merchant  ships,"  in  the  face  of  the  evidence  in  those 
casea,  which  went  so  far  as  to  strip  off  all  such  semblance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAULES  FEANCI8  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  inclosures  see  same  dispatch  printed  under  subdivision  "Ala- 
baina,"  VoL  III. 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  530.] 

SiB:  In  my  dispatch  No.  527,  of  the  30th  of  October,  sent  last  week, 
I  mentioned  my  intention  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Bussell,  in  reply  to 
his  of  the  26th  of  that  month,  and  at  tbe  same  time  seize  the  opportu- 
nity to  send  in  the  pajiers  which  yet  remained  in  my  hands  relating  to 
cases  of  depredations  committed  by  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida.  A  copy 
of  tbat  note  is  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William:  H.jSewahd, 

y  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Bussell. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Zondoii,  October  31, 1863. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  your 
not«  of  the  26th  instant. 

The  conclusion  to  which  it  would  seem  tbat  both  governments  arrive, 
in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  tbe  claims  growing  out  of  the 
depredations  of  the  Alabama  and  other  vessels  issuing  from  British 
ports,  appears  to  render  further  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question 
nnuecessaiy.  It  is  onlj'  to  pieelude  the  iwssibility  of  any  inference 
growing  out  of  an  omission  to  notice  it  tbat  I  beg  permission  to  make  a 
single  remark  in  connection  with  your  lordship's  observation,  that  "the 
British  government  declines  to  be  responsible  for  tbe  acts  of  parties  who 
fit  out  a  seeming  merchant  ship."  So  far  as  tbe  vessels  now  complained 
of  are  conccTneu,  I  tliink  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained,  from 
the  evidence  which  was  obtained  before  their  departure,  that  they  never 
41  A  o— VOL.  n 
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bore  the  semblance  of  merchant  ships,  even  to.  her  Mnjeaty'a  officers  who 
reported  upon  them. 

I  now  beg  permission  to  lay  before  her  Majesty's  government  a  number 
of  memorials  and  other  papers  connected  with  the  depredations  of  the 
vessel  formerly  called  the  Oreto,  and  now  the  Florida,  which  1  am 
instructed  to  request  may  be  disposed  of  ia  the  manner  indicated  in  my 
note  of  the  23d  inHtant,  to  which  your  lordship's  was  in  answer. 

I  pray  your  lordKhi]>  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
CHARLES  FKASCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  <&c.,  »fcc.,  t&c. 


Messrs.  Mann  cfc  Co.  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  September  24,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  we  hand  yon  the  memorial  and  protest  of  the 
destruction  of  the  ship  Commonwealth,  of  Ifew  York,  by  the  war  steamer 
called  the  Florida,  commanded  by  one  Mafiit ;  and  we  ask,  through  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  that  a  proper  representation  of  oar 
loss  be  made  to  the  government  of  G^reat  Britain,  and  reparation  de- 
manded ;  or  tJiat  the  government  of  the  United  States  may  assnme  the 
same  bs  one  of  the  obligations  to  protect  the  rights  of  citizens  thus  wan- 
tonly violated ;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  wiU  ever  pray. 

Yours,  &c,  N.  P.  MAKN  &  CO. 


Memorial. 

To  the  Hon.  "William  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C.  ; 

The  memorial  of  K.  P.  Mann,  N.  P.  Mann,  junior,  and  A.  J.  Mann,  of 
the  city  of  Boston,  merchants,  constituting  the  mercantile  firm  of  N.  P. 
Mann  &  Co.,  owners  of  one-fourth  of  the  American  ship  called  the  Com- 
monweiitth,  of  New  York,  of  the  burden  of  1,275  tons,  respectfully  rep- 
resents that  said  ship,  being  a  legally  registered  American  ship,  nailed 
from  the  port  of  New  York,  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  March  now  last 
past,  laden  with  a  cargo  of  general  merchandise  and  government  stores, 
bound  for  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of  California,  undo:  the  command 
of  George  S.  McClellan. 

That  the  other  three-fourths,  parts  of  said  vessel  were  owned  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  and  that  she  was  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  her  lawful  voyage. 

That  the  intended  voyage  was  pursued  without  any  material  occur- 
rence until  Friday,  the  17th  day  of  April  last,  when  the  said  ship  was 
about  thirty  miles  south  of  the  equator,  and  in  longitude  about  30"  west, 
at  which  time  and  place  the  master  of  said  ship  discovered  a  steamer 
steering  toward  said  ship  with  the  American  or  United  States  colors 
fljnng.  That  said  steamer  soon  overhauled  the  ship,  and  sent  a  boat's 
crew  on  board  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses.  That  the  said  boat's 
crew  announced  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  war  steamer  called  the 
Florida,  claiming  to  sail  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederate  States,  so- 
called,  commanded  by  one  MafiBt. 

That  the  master  of  th6  ship  was  ordered  to  repair  on  board  the  steamer, 
with  all  his  papers ;  that  the  ofBcers  and  crew  of  the  ship  were  put  in 
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irons  and  tranaferred  to  the  pirate  steamer;  and  that  after  robbing  the 
ship  of  many  articles,  she  was  set  on  fire  by  the  pirate  crew  nud  totally 
consumed. 

And  now  we,  the  said  Nehemiah  P.  Mann,  Xehcmiah  P.  Mann,  junior, 
and  A.  J.  Mann,  owners  of  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  ship  Common- 
wealth,  do  euter  our  solemn  protest  ag;ainst  the  destruction  of  said  shipj 
and  do,  by  these  presents,  demand  of  the  government  of  Great  Britain 
Aill  reparation  for  the  same,  in  the  sum  of  $^2,250,  being  one-fourth  of 
the  value  of  the  said  vpssel,  and  one-fourth  of  the  valuo'of  the  fl'cight 
Itc-nding,  and  in  course  of  being  earned  at  the  time  said  ship  was  de- 
troyed,  as  hereinbefore  ^ot  forth. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  they  predicate  and 
make  this  protest  and  demand  upon  the  facts  hereinafter  stated,  which, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  can  be  fully  verified 
whene\er  it  shall  be  found  necessary,  to  wit i 

The  said  steamer  calling  herself  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida 
is  an  English  vessel,  and  no  other.  She  was  built  in  England,  and  was 
allowed  to  leave  the  British  waters,  although  information  as  to  her  true 
character,  and  the  intention  to  use  her  as  a  privateer,  to  prey  upon  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  then  and  now  at  peace  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, was  lodged  with  the  Bntish  government.  That  she  left  an  English 
port  under  the  British  dag,  and  was  manned  by  British  subjects.  That 
had  any  ship  of  war  of  the  United  States  seized  her  after  lea\'ing  British 
waters,  she  would  have  claimed  the  protet^tion  of  the  British  dag,  and 
have  escaped  under  the  cloak  of  British  ownership.  That  said  steamer 
has  not,  as  your  memorialists  believe,  at  any  time  actually  become  the 
proi)ertj  of  any  parties  other  than  those  who  caused  her  to  be  Uoilt  and 
fitted  out  in  a  British  port. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  represent  that  said  steamer 
called  the  Florida,  after  thus  fraudulently  leaving  the  jmrts  of  Great 
Britain,  against  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality,  has  rei>eatedly 
visited  divers  ports  in  the  West  Indies  which  are  under  the  jnrisdiction 
of  Great  Britain ;  and  notwithstanding  the  facts  were  well  known  by  the 
government  officials  at  such  ports,  she  has  not  been  seized  or  detained 
by  the  British  government,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  allowed  every 
facility  for  obtaining  supplies  and  advice  that  she  might  continue  her 
pinitical  depredations  upon  American  commerce.  That  no  examination 
has  ever  been  made  by  the  British  govenmieut,  through  their  ofticore  or 
agents,  as  to  the  manning  of  the  said  steamer  by  British  subjects  or  as 
to  the  prostitution  of  the  British  flag  by  thus  giving  protection  to  piracy 
antler  its  folds. 

In  view  of  these  matters,  and  of  others  which  may  be  made  apparent, 
jour  memorialists  do  now  enter  their  solemn  prote^st  against  the  British 
government  and  people  as  wUling  parties,  negligently  culpable,  in  the 
destruction  of  their  property  on  the  high  seas ;  first  violating  the  proc- 
lajnation  of  the  Qneen  by  biulding  and  manning  said  piratical  steamer, 
and  then  allowing  her  to  coutiune  her  deiiredatious  after  her  chariieter 
was  patent  to  the  world. 

And  your  memorialists  ask,  through  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  that  a  proper  representation  of  their  loss  be  made  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  and  reparation  demanded ;  or  that  the  United 
States  may  assume  the  same  as  one  of  the  obligations  to  protect  the 
rights  of  citizens  thus  wanttmly  ^'iolated. 

And  as  Id  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

2JEHBMIAH  P.  MAIW. 
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United  States  of  America, 

CommoniMalth  of  Massa4;ktisett9,  County  of  Suffolk,  $s : 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  dotli  or  may  couc«rn,  that  on  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18C3,  before  me,  John 
S.  I^ier,  a  notary  public  and  justice  of  tlie  peace,  under  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn  at  ujy  office,  in  the 
city  of  BoBton,  personally  came  Nehemiah  Mann,  juni()r,  A.  J.  Maun, 
and  yebemiah  Mann,  resident  merchants  of  this  city,  to  me  well  known, 
and  made  before  me  the  foregoing  memorial  and  protest,  declaring  the 
same  to  be  just  and  true.  Wherefore,  at  the  request  of  said  appealers, 
I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  said  appearers, 
and  to  be  entered  in  my  notarial  records,  to  serve  as  occasion  may 
require. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  affixed  my  official  seal  on  the 
day  of  the  dat«  above  written, 

JOHN  S.  TYLEIL 
Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  Augmt  19, 1863, 
Sib  :  Herewith  I  inclose  depositions  taken  before  John  9.  Tyler,  esq,, 
notary  public,  of  those  of  the  crew  of  the  Bed  Gauntlet  who  returned 
to  this  city.  You  will  observe  the  main  body  of  this  deposition  is  signed 
by  Charles  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Hennessy;  after- 
wards confirmed  by  George  W.  Fuller,  whose  parents  reside  in  this  city; 
and  then  again  by  him  and  John  Baldwin,  the  carpenter,  particularly 
as  to  the  fact  that  the  Florida  had  the  English  dag  flying  until  the  cap- 
ture was  completed.  I  deem  the  testimony  of  Baldwin  important,  as  it 
seems  he  is  an  English  subject,  and  very  naturally  had  his  attention 
drawn  to  what  was  going  on  under  the  English  colors. 

1  am  advised  to-day  by  Captain  Lucas,  from  Antwerp,  August  i,  that 
his  protest,  made  there  before  the  American  consul,  will  be  forwarded 
within  the  week.  When  received  I  will  forward  the  same  to  your 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANCIS  BOYD. 


Affidavit  of  George  W.  Fulhr  and  John  Baldwin. 

Be  it  known  to  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that  on  this  24th  day  of 
July,  A.  D.  1863,  personally  appeared  before  me,  J()hn  S.  Tyler,  a  notary 
public,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  George  W.  Fuller,  8eaman,and  John 
Baldwin,  carpenter,  lately  belonging  to  the  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston^ 
burned  by  the  piratical  steamer  Florida;  and  the  hereto  annexed  affidavit, 
made  by  Charles  F.  EUis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Hennessy, 
having  been  carefully  read  to  these  api>earer8,  they  hereby  confirm  the 
same;  and  said  appearers  did  further  declare  that  the  British  flag  waa 
flying  on  board  the  piratieal  steamer  at  the  time  the  officers  and  boats' 
crew  came  on  board  the  Bed  Gauntlet,  and  remained  flying  untU  the  offi- 
cer had  announced  to  Captain  Lucas  that  his  ship  was  a  prize.  After- 
wards the  British  flag  was  lowered,  and  the  rebel  flag  hoisted  in  its  place. 
In  witness  whereof  the  said  appearers  have  hereto  set  their  names, 
in  presence  of  me,  the  said  notary. 

GEORGE  W.  FDIXEB. 

JOHN  BALDWIN. 
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United  States  op  Ambeica, 

Commonwealth  of  MassachtisettSf  Suffolk,  as: 
On  this  24th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1863,  George  W.  Fuller  and  John 
Baldwin  made  oath  before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them 
signed,  is  true. 
In  testimony  whereof  I  hereanto  set  my  hand  and -seal  of  ofBce. 
JOHN  S.  TYLER, 

Notary  Pm^Kc. 

I,  George  W.  Fuller,  of  Boston,  on  oath  declare  that  I  shipped  as 
ordinary  seaman  on  boa.rd  the  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  on  her  attempted 
voyage  from  hence  to  Hong  Kong;  that  I  have  read  the  affidavit  of 
Ellis,  Hammond,  and  Henuessy,  who  were  my  shipmates,  hereunto 
annexed,  and  that  I  fully  confirm  the  same. 


SUPPOLK,  m; 

Sworn  before  me,  July  18, 1863. 


GEO.  W.  FULLEE. 


JOHN  S.  TYLER, 

Notary  F-ublic. 


Affidavit  of  Charlea  F.  Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  William  Eennesty. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  notary  public,  at  my 
office  in  Boston,  Charles  F.  Ellis,  green  hand,  George  Hammond,  steward, 
William  Hennessy,  cook,  all  lately  belonging  to  the  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  of 
Boston,  A.  H.  Lucas,  master,  aud  being  sworn  to  declare  the  truth,  aud 
nothing  but  the  truth,  did  depose  and  say: 

That  they  sailed  in  said  ship  from  Boston  on  the  22d  day  of  May  now 
last,  bound  for  Houg  Kong,  China,  having  each  of  them  signed  shipping 
articles  for  the  said  voyage;  that  they  proceeded  on  the  voyage  with- 
out any  material  occurrences  until  Sunday  the  14th  day  of  June  ultimo, 
when,  being  in  latitude  70°  40'  north,  aud  longitude  35°  40'  west,  at 
about  6  &.  m.  tbey  discovered  a  steamer  about  fifteen  miles  distant. 
The  Red  Gauntlet  kept  her  course,  being  on  the  leeward.  The  steamer 
altered  her  course,  and  ran  down  for  the  ship.  She  came  up  and  fired  a 
shot  across  the  ship's  bow.  She  had  the  British  flag  on  her  mizzen  yard 
or  gaff.  The  ship  was  hove  to  by  order  of  Captain  Lucas,  and  a  boat 
came  on  board  from  the  steamer.  There  was  a  lieutenant  aud  ten  men 
in  the  boat ;  the  men  had  cutlasses  and  revolvers.  After  they  got  on  board 
the  steamer  hauled  down  the  English  flag  and  ran  up  the  flag  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States.  The  lieutenant  and  Captain  Lucas  went 
into  the  cabin,  and  said  Hammond,  being  in  the  cabin,  heard  the  lieu- 
tenant say  to  Captain  Lucas  that  he  would  take  such  of  his  things  as  he 
co^d  put  into  a  bag.  Ca|>tain  Lucas  asked  him  to  take  his  trunks,  and  the 
lieutenantaasenteditellingthecaptain  to  hurry.  The  rebel  officers  and  men 
told  the  crew,  as  soon  as  they  came  on  board,  that  they  must  each  one  get  a 
bag  and  put  in  such  things  aa  it  would  hold  to  take  with  them  on  board  the 
steamer.  This  was  about  half  past  8  a.  m.  All  hands  left  the  ship  before 
11  a.  m.  and  went  on  board  the  steamer.  As  the  men  went  on  deck  they 
were  ironed,  and  then  left  on  deck.  The  steamer's  crew,  to  the  nnmt>er  of 
atiout  twenty  men,  went  on  board  the  ship,  and  both  stood  to  the  north- 
ward. They  were  in  company  aljout  twelve  days,  during  which  the 
pirate  captured  and  burned  the  ship  B.  B.  Hoxie.  Deponents  saw  on 
board  the  steamer  the  crew  of  the  ship  Southern  Cross,  which  vessel 
they  were  told  had  been  destroyed  before  the  Red  Gauntlet  was  taken. 
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When  the  steamer  used  her  sails  only,  the  Red  Gauntlet  vonld  oataml 
her.  On  the  20th  of  June,  being  in  about  29  degrees  north  latitnile,  and 
47  degrees  west  longitude,  the  pirates  all  left  the  Bed  Gauntlet,  af^er  set- 
ting her  on  fire.  This  was  done  at  about  half  past  flve  in  the  afternoon. 
The  steamer  laid  by  for  about  an  hour,  during  which  the  main  and  miEzen 
masts  of  the  ship  wei-e  seen  to  fall,  and  she  was  in  a  sheet  of  flame  fore 
and  aft.  Tlie  steamer  continued  to  stand  to  tlie  northward,  and  the  neit 
morning  the  ship  could  not  be  seen.  On  the  27th  of  June  we  fell  in  with 
a  whaUng  schooner,  called  the  Farmer  H.  Hill,  of  Provincetown,  which 
the  steamer  captured.  At  this  time  She  was  carrying  the  United  Stateg 
flag,  and  deponents  did  not  see  the  rebel  dag  hoisted.  At  abont  half 
past  ten  the  rebels  had  pat  these  deponents,  with  all  hut  five  of  the  Red 
Gauntlet's  crew,  and  many  other  prisoners,  in  all  lifty-tbnr,  on  board  the 
schooner,  and  sue  steered  lor  Bermuda.  Captain  Freeman,  the  master 
of  the  schooner,  said  that  he  was  compelled  by  the  pirates  to  give  a  bond 
to  get  his  vessel  released. 

On  the  4th  of  July  the  schooner  arriveii  at  Hamilton,  Bermnda,  where 
all  the  fiity-tbur  men  were  landed. 

The  deponents  remained  at  Bermuda  until  the  9th  day  of  July,  when 
they  sailed  for  New  York  in  the  brig  Henrietta,  having  been  provided 
with  a  passage  by  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  15th  instant  deponents  arrived  at  Kew  York,  and  came  thence 
to  Boston  by  the  Fall  Hiser  route. 

Deponents  have  omitted  to  state  that  on  the  ISth  of  June  the  puate 
steamer  fell  in  with  an  Italian  brig,  which  they  boarded;  said  brig  was 
bound  for  Eugland.  Captain  Lucas,  Mr.  Dodge,  first  mate,  Mr.  Alray, 
second  mat#,  and  Mr.  Brady,  third  mat©,  of  the  Red  Gauntlet,  were  pat 
on  board  the  said  brig,  with  the  masters  and  officers  of  other  eaptored 
ships,  by  the  direction  of  Captain  MafiBt, 

The  rebel  steamer  was  the  Florida,  and  further  said  deponents  sa; 
not. 

CHARLES  P.  ELLIS. 
GEORGE  HAMMOND. 
WILLIAM  HENKESST. 

Att«st: 

John  S.  Ttlbe. 

Boston,  July  17, 1863. 
United  States  op  Ajieeica, 

Commontcealth  of  Mastaclmseits,  8vffolk,gg: 
Then  the  above-named  Charles  F.Ellis,  George  Hammond,  and  'Williani 
Henoes.'fy,  made  oath  before  me  that  the  foregoing  affidavit,  by  them 
signed,  contains  nothing  hut  the  truth. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  my 
official  record-book,  and  hereunto  set  ray  hand  and  seal  of  office. 
JOHN  S.  TYLER, 
Notary  Public  and  Justice  of  Ike  Peace. 


Mr.  Boyd  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Boston,  September  3, 1863. 
Sm:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  19th  idtimo,  inclosing 
original  copy  of  the  protest  taken  here  of  the  crew  of  the  ship  HedGannt- 
let,  burned  by  the  Florida. 
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I  liave  now  to  inclose  original  copy  of  protest  made  by  the  master, 
A.  n.  Lucas,  and  the  three  officers,  before  A,  W.  Crawford,  United 
States  coDtAU  at  Antweri).  to  which  port  the  officora  were  taken,  as  will 
appear  by  the  document  it«elf. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  if  it  is  necessary  or  proper,  at  the  present 
time,  for  me,  as  the  owner  of  the  ship,  to  make  any  more  formal  claim 
on  the  British  government  for  the  capture  of  said  ship  onder  their  col- 
ors, and  by  their  assistance  in  every  form. 
Bespectfully,  &c., 

PEAiTCIS  BOYD. 


Consulate  op  thb  United  States  of  America, 

Port  of  Antit^erp : 

On  this  31st  day  of  July,  A,  D.  1863,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford, 
consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Antwerp  and  the  depend- 
encies thereof,  personally  appeared  A,  U.  Lneas,  master  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  called  the  Red  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of  1,038  tons 
or  thereabouts ;  and  declared  that  on  the  23d  day  of  May  last  past  he 
sailed  iu  and  with  the  said  ship  Aom  the  port  of  Boston,  bound  for 
Hony  KoDg,  laden  with  ice  and  general  cargo,  and  arrived  in  the  Italian 
brig  Due  iratelli,  of  Genua,  the  ship  Red  Gauutlet  having  been  captured 
by  a  piratical  steamer  called  the  confederate  steamer  Florida,  hereby 
enters  this  note  of  protest  accordingly  to  serve  and  avail  him  hereafter, 
if  found  necessary. 

A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 

Attested : 

A.  W.  Ceattford,  Vnitetl  States  Consul. 

I,  the  undersigned  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  Ant- 
werp and  the  dci)eudeucies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
is  a  true  and  genuine  copy  of  the  note  of  protest  made  by  the  master 
of  the  ship  Red  Gauntlet,  having  been  compared  by  myself  with  the 
original,  and  found  to  agree  therewith  word  for  word,  and  figure  Ibr' 
figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  consulate,  this  31st  day  of 
Jnly,  1863. 

A.  W.  CRAWFORD,  United  States  Conml 


Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  Ahierica, 

Port  of  Avticerp,  to  wit : 
By  this  public  instrument  of  declaration  and  protest^  be  it  known  and 
made  manifest  unto  all  whom  these  pi'Cscuts  shall  come  or  may  couceni. 
that  ou  the  31st  day  of  July,  181)3,  before  me,  A.  W.  Crawford,  consul 
of  the  Uuited  States  of  America  for  Antwerp,  and  the  depeudeucies 
thereof,  i)ersonally  came  and  appeared  A.  H.  Lucas,  late  master  of  the 
ship  or  vessel  called  the  Bed  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  of  the  burden  of 
1,U3S  tons  or  thereabouts,  captured  by  the  so-called  confederate  steamer 
Florida,  laden  with  ice  and  general  cargo,  who  duly  noted  and  entered 
with  me,  the  said  consul,  bis  protest  for  the  uses  and  puriK>ses  hei'eaf- 
ter  mentioned;  and  now  on  this  day,  to  wit>  the  day  of  date  hereof, 
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before  me,  the  eaid  consul,  again  comes  tbe  stud  A.  H.  Lncas,  and 
requires  me  to  extend  this  protest;  and  together  with  the  said  A.  H. 
Lucas,  also  come  E.  P.  Dodge,  first  officer,  Charles  E.  Almy,^econd  offi- 
cer, and  C.  L.  Brady,  third  officer  of  and  belongiDg  to  the  said  ship,  aH 
of  whom  being  by  me  duly  sworn,  &c.,  did  severally,  voluntarily,  freely, 
and  solemnly  declare,  depose,  and  state  as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  (JiaC 
these  appearers,  on  the  22d  day  of  Maj-,  1803,  in  their  capacities  afore- 
said, sailed  in  and  with  tbe  said  ship,  from  tbe  port  of  Boston,  laden 
with  ice  and  general  cargo,  and  bouud  to  the  port  of  Hong  Kong;  tim 
tbe  said  ship  was  then  tight,  staunch,  strong;  had  her  cargo  well  aod 
sufficiently  stored  and  secured ;  bad  her  hatches  well  caulked  and  cov- 
ered; was  well  and  sufficiently  manned,  victualled,  and  furnished  with 
all  things  needful  and  necessary  for  a  vessel  In  the  merchant  servii'e; 
and  particularly  for  tbe  voyage  she  was  about  to  undertake;  that  uo- 
thing  worthy  of  note  occurred  until  Sunday,  the  14th  of  June,  when  in 
latitude  about  S'^  'dfy  north,  and  longitude  'M°  40'  west,  at  6  a.  m.  on 
tJiat  day,  the  wind  being  east,  discovered  a  vessel,  apparently  a  bark, 
two  points  off  the  lee  bow,  and  standing  on  the  wiud  to  tbe  northward; 
a  ship  in  sight  to  windward  at  the  same  time,al80  standing  to  tlie  north- 
ward ;  shortly  afterwards  discovered  that  the  bark-rigg^  vessel  waa 
a  screw  steamer,  with  two  smoke  stacks;  at  7  a.  m.the  steamer  bore  doe 
west  from  us,  when  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  on  board  of  her;  weset 
the  American  Sag  in  answer,  and  kept  it  flj-ing  about  ten  minutes,  then 
hauled  it  down;  at  half  past  7  a.  m.  the  steamer  tacked  ship,  took  in 
all  sail  and  steamed  up  towards  us;  shortly  afterwards  a  shot  was  fired 
&om  tbe  said  steamer  towards  us,  passing  a  few  yards  leeward  of  the 
ship ;  we  then  brought  tbe  ship  to  the  wind  in  the  usual  manner,  the 
steamer  approached  within  a  few  yards  to  windward  and  some  i>erao& 
hailed  the  ship,  in  the  usual  manner,  asking  where  we  were  from,  aod 
where  we  were  bound.  We  replied  in  the  usual  manner,  and  some  per- 
son on  board  the  steamer  said  they  would  send  a  boat  aboard.  A  boat 
filled  with  armed  men  came  alongside  the  ship,  and  an  officer  who  had 
charge  of  tbe  boat  came  aboard  and  demanded  the  ship's  papers  to  look 
at;  tbe  moment  tbe  officer  stepped  on  board  the  British  flag  was  hauled 
down  and  a  flag  called  tbe  Confederate  States'  flag  (with  three  horizon- 
tal stripes,  red,  white,  and  red,  with  a  blue  uuiou  containing  thirteen 
white  stars)  was  substituted.  I  produced  the  ship's  papers,  and  alter  he 
had  examined  them  be  told  me  tbe  ship  was  a  prize  to  the  Confede- 
rate States  steamer  Florida,  Captain  Maffitt.  I  said  to  the  officer  that 
tbe  cargo  of  tbe  ship  was  principally  British,  and  directed  his  attention 
to  the  British  consul's  certificates  attiicbed  to  each  bill  of  lulling.  He 
said  that  was  no  protection,  that  the  ship  was  a  good  prize,  and  that  I 
must  get  ready  to  go  on  board  tbe  Florida,  adding  at  the  same  time 
that  the  boat  was  ready.  I  asked  for  tbe  ship's  papers,  and  be  said  that 
he  would  keep  tbem  and  send  tbem  on  board  the  Florida.  I  banded 
him  a  letter  given  me  in  Boston  contaiuing  invoices  and  proofs  of  the 
nationality  of  the  cargo,  but  no  notice  was  taken  of  It.  I  was  told  to 
take  nothing  but  wearing  apparel,  and  not  too  much  of  that,  as  it  would 
not  be  allowed.  He  demanded  all  private  arms  and  pistols,  took  the 
two  chronometers  and  all  the  nautical  instruments,  and  before  I  had 
time  to  pack  up  my  clothing  two  armed  men  entered  the  cabin  and  (old 
me  to  go  in  the  boat,  the  officer  saying  he  would  send  my  clothing 
aboard.  I  obeyed,  as  resistance  was  useless.  I,  with  the  officers  and 
crew,  was  transported  to  tbe  steamer ;  on  arrival  there  all,  except  the 
first  officer  and  myself,  were  put  in  irons.  I  inquired  for  the  comman- 
der, and  asked  him  if  be  was  Captain  Maffitt.    He  replied  that  he  wai 
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I  told  bim  the  ship's  cargo  -was  principally  British,  and  that  the  bills  of 
lading  had  British  consul's  ceitificates  attached.  He  said  that  made 
no  difi'ereDce.  I  protested  agaiost  bis  proceeding.  He  said  the  ship 
was  a  good  prize.  I  asked  him  if  be  would  boud  the  ship.  He  replied, 
'•  No  I  I  shall  bond  no  more  Americau  ships ;  it  is  a  preposterous  idea 
to  think  of  boDding  an  American  ship  in  order  to  save  a  little  British 
cargo,  for  since  Lincoln  lias  declared  the  bonds  of  the  Ariel  null  and 
void  I  shall  destroy  and  not  bond  any  American  ships  I  may  capture." 
A  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  tlie  Ked  Gauntlet,  and  she  kept  company 
with  the  steamer,  standing  north -north  west.  The  ship  was  plundered 
from  day  to  day,  in  moderate  weather  the  cargo  and  stores  being  trans- 
ported to  the  steamer,  as  well  as  my  own  personal  property,  consisting 
of  a  chronometer,  a  sextant,  a  spyglass,  au  opera-glass,  barometer, 
books,  charts,  wearing  api)arel,  and  other  personal  property,  being 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  steamer,  the  captain,  officers,  and  crew. 

Thursday,  June  18,  gave  chase  to  and  came  up  with  the  brig  Due 
Fratelli,  of  Genoa.  The  brig  was  boarded  under  the  British  flag,  and 
on  the  retum  of  the  boat  the  so-called  Confederate  States'  flag  was  sub- 
stituted. On  the  return  of  the  boat  I  was  ordered  to  go  in  the  boat 
with  nay  officers;  we  obeyed  and  were  transferred  to  the  brig,  without 
being  consulted  or  having  any  voice  in  the  matter.  The  latitude  was 
13°  27'  north,  longitude  40°  west,  the  Bed  Gauntlet  in  company. 

Friday,  June  19,  at  2  p.  m.,  saw  tb©  Florida  and  Bed  Gauntlet  both 
standing  to  the  north-nortbwest. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  to  whom  it  may  coiie«m,  that  I,  AnguatusH. 
Lucas,  late  master  of  the  ship  lied  Gauntlet,  of  Boston,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
all  parties  concerned  or  interested  in  said  ship  Red  Gauntlet,  her  cargo, 
stores,  outfits,  freight,  insurance,  or  in  any  other  way  or  manner  inte- 
rested in  anything  appertaining  to  the  said  sbip^  do  hereby  protest 
against  the,  capture  and  piratical  detention  of  said  ship  and  cargo; 
against  the  commander,  officers,  and  crew  of  the  said  steamer  Florida, 
collectively  and  individually ;  also  against  the  builders  and  owners  of 
said  steamer;  against  the  government  or  governments^  or  belligerents, 
recognized  or  otherwise,  who  may  be  interested  in  said  steamer ;  and 
against  any  and  all  governments  and  authorities,  local  or  otherwise,  who 
have  permitted  the  said  steamer  to  be  fitted  out,  armed,  equipped, 
manned,  supplied,  recruited,  or  allowed  to  enter  or  depart  &om  their  ports 
or  dependencies;  and  also  other  |)ersou8  assisting  in  the  same:  and  in 
behalf  of  all  concerned  shall  hold  each  and  all  of  tbem  responsible  for 
all  damage  or  damages  which  may  or  shall  arise  in  consequence  of  said 
capture ;  and  also  for  all  losses  which  may  occur  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
charterers,  agents,  shippers,  consignees,  underwriters,  master,  officers, 
or  crew  of  said  ship,  in  consequence  of  said  q^pture.  And  1,  together 
with  the  officers  of  said  ship  Bed  Gauntlet,  do  hereby  coi^jointly  sign 
this  protest. 

Thus  done  and  protested  in  the  port  of  Antwerp,  this  1st  ,day  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

In  testimony  whereof  these  appearcrs  have  hereunto  subscribed  their 
names ;  and  I,  the  said  consul,  have  granted  to  the  said  master  this 
public  instrument  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  considate,  to  serve 
and  avail  him  and  all  others  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  as  need  and 
occasion  may  require.  

A.  W.  CRAWFORD,  United  States  Consul 

A.  H.  LUCAS,  Master. 

R.  T.  DODGE,  First  Officer. 

CHARLEa  E.  ALMY,  Second  CWEc^k>oqIc 

C.  L.  BBADT,  Tkird  Officer.  ^ 
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T,  the  naderaigned,  coosnl  of  the  United  Stntes  for  Antwerp  and  the 
dependencies  thereof,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  ib  a  true  and 
genuine  copy  of  the  protest  made  by  the  master  of  the  ship  Bed  Gaunt- 
let, having  been  compared  by  myself  with  the  original  and  found  to 
agree  therewith,  word  for  word  and  figure  for  figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  se^l  of  this  consulate,  this  1st  day  of 
August,  1863. 

A.  W.  CBAWFOED,   United  States  ConauL 

British  Consulate,  Antwerp. 
I,  the    undersigned,  her   Britannic  M^csty's  consul  at  Antwerp, 
hereby  certify  that  A.  W.  Crawford,  esq.,  whose  signature  is  attached 
to  the  foregoing  document,  is  the  consul  of  the  United  States  residing 
at  this  port-. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hare  hereunto  set  toy  hand  and  affixed  my 
seal  of  ofilce,  this  6th  day  of  August,  1803. 

G.  A.  GEATTON. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract] 

IS'o.  534.]  JjEOATIOIf  OP  THE  UNITED   STATTIS, 

London,  Novmiiber  13,  1863. 
Sra :  In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  your  several  dispatches 
received  this  week,  Nob.  741,  742,  I  have  nothlug  further  to  reimrt, 
excepting  the  receptiou  of  a  note  from  Lord  BuBsell,  of  the  10th  instant, 
in  ac  know  led  gmeut  of  mine  of  the  3l3t  ultimo,  a  copy  of  which  avcom- 
panied  my  No.  530,  sent  to  you  last  week.  A  copy  of  hia  reply  is  heF6- 
with  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obetlicnt  servant, 

CHAKLES  FBANCia  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WliJ.UM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Harl  RvsieU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  November  10, 18C3. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
3l8t  ultimo,  inclosing  further  papers  resiiectlng  the  proceediogs  of  the 
Alabama  and  the  Florida. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  coosideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  " 

EU8SELL. 
Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  &o.,  £c.,  t&o. 


Mr.  8eu>ard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1050.]  DEPAEtMBNT  OF  STATE, 

Waskingtmij  July  29, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to 
this  department  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  tne  dispatch  of 
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Mr.  Allen,  United  States  consnl  at  Bt^rmnda,  to  which  it  refers,  relative 
to  the  insnrgent  steamer  Florida  making  the  Bermuda  Ifllanda  a  base  for 
depredations  on  our  commerce,  and  to  alleged  partiality  shown  to  rebel 
cmisera  in  British  colonial  ports.  ,  The  facts  seem  to  warant  the  remon- 
strance which  Mr.  Welles  suggests  shonld  be  addressed  to  Earl  Bussell, 
which  coarse  yon  will  adopt,  but  in  a  form  that,  while  it  leaves  no  donbt 
of  onr  sense  of  injury,  will,  nevei-thelesa,  give  no  just  cause  of  offense 
to  the  British  government. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  £c.,  &c.,  &c. 

[For  inclosures  see  Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  774,  Sep- 
tember 2, 1864,  post.] 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Betieard. 

!No.  774.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  September  2, 1864, 
Sir:  Under  the  directions  contained  in  your  dispatch  "So.  10,10,  of 
the  29th  of  July,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Lord  Russell,  on  the  littli  of 
August,  on  the  case  of  the  Oreto,  alias  the  Florida,  at  Bermuda.  Copies 
of  this  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  on  the  22d  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Riusell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Auffust  19, 1864. 

Mt  Lord:  It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  find  myself  compelled 
to  call  the  attention  of  yonr  lordship  to  the  abuse  made  of  the  neutrality 
of  the  island  of  Bermuda  by  the  vessels  niider  the  direction  of  the  in- 
surgents in  the  United  States,  in  making  it  a  base  for  hostile  operations 
against  the  commerce  of  a  friendly  nation.  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  copy  of  an  extract  from  a  report  of  Mr.  Allen, 
consul  of  the  United  States  at  that  place,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  In 
■which  he  makes  certain  statements  res]»ecting  the  reception  there  of  the 
gunboat  known  under  the  name  of  the  IHorida,  and  her  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings, which  appear  to  bedirectly  in  violation  of  the  regulations  here- 
tofore laid  dorfn  by  her  Majesty's  government.  I  beg  permission  to 
remind  your  lordship  of  the  remonstrances  which  were  promptly  made 
a  short  time  since,  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
for  proceedings  of  a  far  less  exceptionable  character. 

Not  doubting  the  disposition  of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  full 
justice  in  the  premises,  I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of 
the  highest  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord, 
your  most  obedient  ser\'ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  EARL  RusSell,  (fcc,  d'c,  &c.  i    C  UlO^lc 


Mr.  Wellea  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Navy  Depaetment,  JWy  26, 1864. 

Sm:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  an  extract  from  a 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Allen,  our  consul  at  Bermuda,  under  date  of  the  30th  of 
June  ultimo,  addressed  to  you,  and  referred  to  this  department,  in 
regard  to  the  steamer  Florida.  The  renewed  depredations  of  this  semi- 
piratical  craft  render  it  imperative,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  attention 
of  the  British  government  should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  Bermnda 
is  made  the  base  of  operations  for  war  upon  our  commerce.  During  the 
whole  period  of  the  rebellion  the  British  islands  in  the  West  Indien,  and 
especially  those  nearest  our  coast,  have  been  the  resort  and  nnrseries  of 
the  blockade  runners,  who  have  made  it  a  business  to  traffic  with  and 
furnish  supplies  to  the  rebels  that  are  making  war  on  the  government 
Our  countrymen  have  submitted  to  this  abuse^  in  which  so  large  an 
amount  of  British  capital  and  British  enterprise  is  embarked,  with  a 
forbearance  that  would  scarcely  have  been  borne  by  any  other  people- 
But  it  will  not  be  endured  that  the  rebel  corsairs,  which  are  engaged  in 
plundering  our  commerce  and  destroying  our  shipping,  shall  find  refuge, 
protection,  and  encouragement  in  the  British  islands  that  are  nearest 
our  coast,  and  make  them  the  base  of  predatory  operations  in  violation 
of  good  faith,  international  law,  and  neutral  obligations. 
.  Mr.  'Allen  writes  as  follows : 

"The  Florida,  after  remaining  iu  port  nine  days,  went  to  sea  last 
Monday  evening,  but  has  not  been  far  firom  .laud ;  she  is  in  sight  to-da^ 
from  the  bills,  about  six  miles  off.  She  boards  all  vessels  approaching 
these  islands;  sbe  received  all  the  coal  and  supplies  they  waat«d.  The 
coal  was  taken  &om  the  ship  Storm  King,  C.  L.  Hobson,  of  HicJimond, 
agent." 

Heretofore  exceptions  have  been  taken  by  her  M^esty's  representa- 
tive against  our  ships  of  war  remaining  in  the  vicinity  of  a  neutral  pert 
to  prevent  violations  of  blockade,  and  our  ships  are  permitted  to  remain 
but  twenty-four  hours  in  a  British  jjort ;  but  here  is  a  predatory  rover, 
without  acknowledged  nationality,  permitted  to  remain  in  a  British  port 
nine  days,  and  then  to  coal  and  receive  her  supplies  iu  order  to  go  forth 
and  plunder  our  merchantmen  engaged  in  pea«eftd  commerce.  Withont 
this  encouragement  and  assistance  in  the  British  islands  the  Florida 
would  not  perpetrate  these  outrages.  It  appears  to  me  imperative  that 
the  attention  of  her  M^esty's  government  should  be  called  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  abuse  should  be  discontinued. 

Consul  Allen  reports  that  the  Florida,  after  leaving  port,  remained  ofl 
the  harbor,  within  about  six  miles,  and  boarded  all  vessels  approaching 
the  island. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Ewgaell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Augutt  22, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
19th  instant  and  its  iuclosure,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Florida 
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at  Benuuda,  and  to  inform  you  tiiat  tbis  matter  shall  have  the  attention 
of  her  Mnjesty'a  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Chables  Fbancib  Adijis,  Esq.,  <£c.,  <E:c.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  781.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Ixmdon,  September  9, 1S64. 
SiE :  In  connection  with  my  dispatch  No.  774,  of  the  2(1  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Bussell's  reply  te  my  note  to 
him  of  the  19th  of  last  month,  remonstratiDg  against  the  coarse  of  the 
authorities  of  Bermuda  in  relation  to  the  steamer  Florida. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  -sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^arl  Bvssell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  September  5, 1864. 

SiE :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Florida  at  Bermuda,  I  have  tbeJiOQorto  informyou  that  her 
M^esty's  government  have  received  reports  on  the  same  subject  from 
ber  Majesty's  colonial  and  naval  authorities,  and  that,  after  due  consid- 
eration of  the  same,  they  are  of  opinion  that,  althongh  some  disjiosition 
was  mauifested  by  the  commander  of  the  Florida  to  evade  the  strin- 
gency of  lier  Majesty's  regulations,  the  most  commendable  strictness 
and  diligence  ill  enforcing  those  regulations  was  observed  on  the  part 
of  the  authorities,  and  that  no  substantial  deviation,  either  &om  the 
letter  or  from  the  spirit  of  those  regulations, was  permitted  to  or  did  take 
place. 

I  have  further  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  Majesty's  government 
consider  that  the  conduct  of  the  lieutenant  governor  c^  Bermuda,  oa 
the  occasion  in  question,  was  perfectly  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Ghables  Fbanois  ApawtS)  Esq.,  <£i;.,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitract.] 

No.  809.]  Legatiom  of  the  United  States, 

London,  November  10, 1864. 
Sir:  •  •  •  *  •  •  . 

Some  attempts  have  been  made  here  by  the  rebel  agents  and  their 
allies  to  raise  an  excitement  about  the  capture  of  the  Oreto,  aliaa  the 
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Florida,  at  BaUia.  The  accounts  of  tbat  transactioD  all  come  firom  those 
officers  of  the  vessel  who  have  arrived  at  SoathamptOD,  uid  are,  of 
course,  untrustworthy.  As  this  govermncDt  is  not  at  present  in  diplo- 
matic communication  with  that  of  theBrazils,aud  the  prospect  of  recon- 
ciliation through  the  mediation  of  Portugal  isas  yet  pretty  remote,  I  do 
not  presume  that  it  will  attempt  to  meddle  iu  any  way  with  the  matter. 
The  position  of  the  French  Euiperor  would  %eem  to  be  in  some  degree 
compromised  by  his  singular  deuision  in  the  case  of  the  General  Ann- 
strong.  Nevertheless,  whatever  questions  may  spring  out  of  this  trana- 
actiou  ought  to  be,  and,  I  doubt  not,  will  be,  decided  upon  bj;  the  Pres- 
ident, purely  on  their  intriusie  merits,  and  without  regard  to  immediate 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKAUCig  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1196.]  Depabtment  of  State, 

Wagkington,  Demnher  21, 1864. 

Sib  :  In  your  dispatch  No.  S19  you  gave  an  account  of  the  trial  and 
conviction  of  Jones  and  Hyatt,  for  nolations  of  the  aDti-enlistment  law. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  lenity  of  the  sentence  upon  the  offenders 
proceeds  upon  the  ground  that  the  offense  was  venial.  I  send  yon  here- 
with some  intercepted  correspondence  found  on  board  of  the  Florida, 
which,  if  rightly  viewed,  ought  to  lead  to  a  conviction  of  those  persons 
and  others  of  systematic,  habitual,  and  daring  contempt  of  the  British 
laws.  It  is  thought  expedient  to  have  prosecutions  instituted  against 
these  persons.  It  can  do  us  no  harm  to  knotr  the  exact  amount  of  pro- 
tection we  can  derive  from  British  laws  administered  by  British  courts. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  &c.,  &e.,  &c. 

[For  dispatch  No.  819  see  p.  46S  of  this  volume.  For  inclosures  see 
dispatch  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  857,  dated  January  19, 1865, 
post.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adama. 

No.  1233.]  Department  op  State, 

Washington,  January  10, 1S65. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  Ijondoo,  by  a  dispatch  of  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, informs  me  that  be  has  funiisbed  you  with  such  information  as  he 
communicated  in  that  dispatch  to  me  concerning  the  written  orden 
issued  by  insurgents  in  Great  Britain  to  some  of  the  crew  of  the  pirate 
Florida,  to  report  for  duty  on  another  piratical  vessel  called  the  Bappa- 
hannock. 

I  will  thank  yon,  if  yon  have  not  already  done  so,  to  present  to  ha 
Alajesty's  government  such  remonstrances  against  these  proceedings  as 
may  in  your  judgment  be  exx»edient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Ohableb  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c,  <fec.,  tSic        '    '^■OO'^k' 
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Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eitraot.] 

Ko  263.J  United  States  Ookstjlate, 

London,  December  23, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  inclose  a  copy  of  an  affidavit  sworn  to  bj  TUomaa 
Gihsonand  William  Young,  firemen  on  the  steamer  Florida,  and  serving 
as  anch  on  hoai-d  said  st«a>mer  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  with  the  ticket 
granting  leave  of  absence  attached. 

It  appears  that  such  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida  as  were  not 
captured  by  the  United  States  ateamer  Waehusetts,  came  to  London, 
where  they  were  met  by  Captain  Morris  and  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
Florida.  The  men  were  retained  in  the  rebel  service;  granted  leave  of 
absence  by  written  permit  signed  by  Captain  Jfoms,  and  ordered  in 
writing  to  reiwrt  "for  duty  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Eappa- 
hannock."  If  this  cannot  be  construed  into  a  reshipment  of  the  men 
from  the  Florida,  it  is  surely  making  this  country  the  base  of  their  pirat- 
ical operations.  I  only  obtained  the  affidavit  last  evening.  The  origi- 
nal, with  the  original  ticket  attached,  will  be  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 
•  ••••••• 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  C&mid. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


I,  Thomas  Gibson,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemijly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  I  was  fireman  on  board  the  confederate  war  steamer  Florida,  and 
was  paid  off  at  the  St  Katherine  Hotel,  opposite  the  St.  Katherine  dock, 
on  Monday,  the  5th  instant,  by  Captain  Morris,  and  Captain  Morris 
signed  my  liberty  ticket,  which  was  handed  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes 
in  the  presence  of  Captain  Taylor,  the  paymaster,  Mr,  King,  the  mas- 
ter's mate,  and  the  liberty  ticket  attached  to  this  statement  is  the  one 
that  was  given  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

THOMAS  GIBSON. 
Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Gibson,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  day  of  December,  18(>4,  before  me, 
JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


I,  William  Young,  of  Great  Britain,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear 
that  I  was  fireman  on  board  the  coniederate  war  steaqfier  Florida,  and 
■  was  paid  off  at  the  St.  Katherine  Hotel,  along  with  the  remainder  of 
the  crew  of  the  Florida,  as  stated  by  deponent  Thomas  Gibson,  on  the 
same  date  and  time,  and  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Morris,  Paymaster 
Taylor,  Lieutenant  Barnes,  and  Mr.  King,  mast^^r's  mate.  I  received  a 
liberty  ticket,  wonled,  signed,  and  delivered  to  me  the  same  as  deponent 
Thomas  Gibson,  which  is  attached. 

WILLIAM  YOUNG. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  William  Yonng,  at  my  office.  No.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  22d  December,  18C4,  before  me, 
JNO.  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 
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London,  December,  1, 1864. 
Tliomas  Gibson  (F.  man)  has  leave  of  abseni^  nntil  the  let  of  Janu- 
ary, 18G5,  and  will,  at  the  expirationof  his  leave,  report  for  duty  aboard 
the  C.  S.  S.  BappahauQock,  at  Calais,  as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Florida. 
C.  MANIGAULT  MORRIS, 

Lieutenant  Commandiitg, 

Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Seinard, 
[Extract.] 

No.  857.J  Legatiom  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  19, 1865. 
Sib:  •  •  ••  •  •  •  * 

I  have  caused  the  intercepted  correspondence  inclosed  with  this  last 
dispatch  [No.  1196]  to  be  copied  and  transmitted  to  Lord  Russell,  wiSi  a 
note,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith,        •        •         #         •         • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMa. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 
[The  above  dispatch,  together  with  Mr.  Adams's  letter  to  Earl  Rnssell, 
dated  January  18, 1865,  will  be  found  printed  in  fiill  under  the  head 
"Enforcement   of   Neutrality,"   subdlvisioQ    "Prosecutions  of  Rebel 
Agents,"  see  page  469  of  this  volume.] 

•jifr.  Adams  to  Earl  Eussell. 
[Extract] 

Lbgatoh  of  the  TTnited  States, 

London,  January  18,  1SC5. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
certain  letters  which  have  fallen  into  the  bands  of  the  gorem^nent  of 
the  United  States.    They  are  offered  in  the  nature  of  cumulative  evidence 
to  prove  the  systematicul  manner  in  which  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom 
has  been  habitually  abused  by  insurgentemissaries  sent  out  here  expressly 
for  that  purpose.  •••••• 

I  pray,  &c, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS; 
Bight  Hon.  Easl  Russell,  dc,  &c.,  &c. 


Mr.  Senac  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

PABI8,  September  18, 1863. 
Dear  Sir:  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  sheet  you  have  a  memorao- 
dam  of  money  advanced  to  the  men  belonging  to  the  Florida,  who  wen 
attached  to  the  Lapwing. 

As  I  have  no  means  of  getting  the  proper  vouchers  for  this  money, 
please  forward  me  a  certificate  that  the  amounts  have  been  checked 
against  their  respective  accounts.  It  will  be  easy  for  you  to  procure 
vouchers  from  them,  for  that  portion  of  the  money  paid  for  their  board 
and  traveling  expenses,  when  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  it. 
Very  truly,  yours,  ,  -  , 

r    ,      I     C.Cftl^jtaTAC. 
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Aoeomit  toitk  seamen  of  the  Florida. 
SUM  OP  MOMEY  PAID  CEEW  OP  LAPWIHO. 

John  Boss Per  pay $84  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  ezpenseB 25  00 

$130  75 

James  Hawthorn . , .  Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 26  00 

100  75 

Thomas  P.  Brown.  .Per  pay 54  00 

Perhoard 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

William  Wilson Per  pay 54  00 

PerbOM^ 21  75 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  76 

Jamea  McDonald... Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 21  76 

Per  traveling  expenses 25  00 

100  75 

J.  W.  McDonald ....  Per  pay 54  00 

Per  board 10  00 

Per  traveling  expenses 26  00 

89  60 


The  above  men  were  Aimisbed  by  my  agents,  Jones  &  Oo.,  Liverpool, 
who  held  the  receipts  of  the  men  for  the  above  amounts. 

F.  SENAC. 
Whole  amount  paid,  $73  21  and  $19  40. 
To  HnoUe,  due  by  department  for  transportation,  $19  40. 

Liverpool,  Septemhtr  10, 1865. 
We,  the  undersigned,  have  each  received  from  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
the  sums  against  which  our  names  are  respectively  placed.    Any  sur- 
plus of  the  five  pounds  for  traveling  expenses  to  Brest  to  be  placed 
against  our  wages  account. 
Wages — each  three  months — and  boarding  expenses,  t«  Brest ; 

[Exchange  at  four  fihlllitigs.} 
10  16  0.  .3  months,  $23  per  m.,  47—6  wk.  &  1.5  day.  .John  Boss. 
10  16  0..         "  22       "      47  6        . .  Jas.  Hawthran. 

10  16  0..        "  22       "      47  6         ..Thos.  F.Brown. 

10  16  0..        '*  22       "      47  5         ..Wm.WUson. 

hU 

10  16  0..        "  22       «      47  5        .  .Jas.  +  McDonald. 

10  16  0..         "  22       "      47—3  5         ..J.  W  McDonald. 

From  September  11  to  September  14 ^ 

2«. 

L.  to  L.  16  0—188  meals 3 

9  0—4, 008  railroad  and  steam l 

3—118  baggage .■  i  H>^4C 

42  A  G— TOU  n 


Frmer,  Trenholm  &  Co.  to  Mr.  Barney. 

Liverpool,  Septmber  22, 1863. 
Deab  Sib  :  We  \>%g  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favorof  tiie 
18th  instant,  the  contents  of  which  we  have  noted,  and  will  have  our 
best  attention. 

We  are  informed  by  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  &  Co.,  the  bailda^  of  the 
engines  of  the  Florida,  that  the  spare  machinery  to  which  yon  refer  wsb 
sent  to  Havre  some  time  ago,  tmdis  nowlyingtbereaabjectto  an  cider g» 
delivery,  which  they  have  given  to  Captain  Bullock.  We  are  also  informed 
by  the  same  parties  that  they  sent  a  blower,  but  they  believe  it  is  nottfae 
sort  reqnired,  and  they  are  now  endeavoring  to  procure  a  more  snitable 
one. 

Ab  regards  the  engineers,  we  must  await  Captain  Bollock's  return  to 
know  who  the  men  are.  We  have  requested  Messrs.  Fawcett,  Preston  & 
Go.  to  engage  two  or  three  good,  steady  firemen ;  and  as  soon  as  Cap- 
tain Bullock  arrives,  (on  the  24th,]  we  will  endeavor  to  have  CDgineen, 
firemen,  and  machinery  sent  to  you,  and  by  the  route  yon  suggest 
we  are,  dear  sir,  yours,  faithfully, 

FBASEK,  TEESHOLM  &  CO. 
I.  R.  AEMSTRONa. 

[For  remainder  of  incloaores  see  same  dispatch  under  the  head  "En- 
forcement of  Neutrality,  "  subdivision  "Prosecution  of  Rebel  Agents," 
page  469  of  this  volume.] 

Mr.  AAama  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  863.!  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  26, 1865. 
Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the 
department  nnmbered  from  1222  to  1233  inclosive.        •        •         • 

In  regard  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  No.  1233,  dated  the  lOtb  instant, 
I  can  only  say  that  Mr.  Morse  on  that  day  addressed  to  me  a  letter  em- 
bodying the  substance  of  the  information  which  he  sent  to  tbe  depart- 
ment, a  copy  of  which  letter  I  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Lori 
Russell,  in  a  note  dated  the  14th.  To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  reply. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  A^mg. 

No.  1309.1  Dbpaetbcent  of  State, 

Washington,  March  18, 1865. 

Sir:  I  inclo8eherewith,foryonr  information,  a  copy  of  adispatch  of  the 

24tti  of  February  last,  which  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  esq.,  our  consul  at 

Nassau,  has  addressed  to  this  department,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 

blockade-running  from  that  port  has  ceased ;  that  nunors  exist  to  the 
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effect  that  some  of  the  veHsels  recently  engaged  in  nmning  the  blockade 
from  Kaasaa  are  aboat  proceeding  to  Havana,  there  to  be  fitted  out  as 
privateers,  and  under  the  United  States  flag  to  depredate  upon  British 
commerce,  thus  hoping  to  effect  a  rupture  between  the  two  coantries, 
which  woald  nltimately  result  beneficially  for  th^  insurgents,  and  that 
the  governor  of  that  province  Is  an  attendant  upon  all  occasions  of  fes- 
tivity,  firom  which  those  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  Union  cause  are 
excluded.  You  may  make  this  known  informally  to  Earl  Knssell,  at  the 
same  time  saying  that  the  consoi  is  a  person  of  remarkable  prudence 
and  candor. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAil  H.  SEWABD. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t&e.,  &c.,  &c 


Mr.  Kirkpatrick  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

United  States  Oohsulate, 

K(mau,  February  24,  1865. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  blockade-running  from  this 
port  has  ceased.  Several  of  the  steamers  have  gone  to  Havana,  and 
more  are  going.  The  Edith  left  for  there,  with  General  Preston  and  aid^ 
of  the  rebel  army,  on  board.  He  has  been  here  for  some  time,  though 
be  ha-s  made  one  or  two  attempts  to  get  to  the  confederacy,  bnt  without 
success.  He  has  been  quite  a  lion  here,  having  been  an  attendant  on 
^venioi-'s  parties  and  balls ;  has  been  called  upon  by  tlie  governor  in 
person  at  the  hotel.  The  governor  is  an  attendant  on  any  and  every 
festive  occasion ;  he  attended  a  "  maroon,"  (something  like  our  "  pic- 
nics;") it  was  given  by  a  party  of  blockade-runners,  and  he  had  to  give 
a  party  in  return ;  and  he  recently  attended  a  large  sonthern  or  southern- 
interest  party,  given  by  the  notorious  blockade-runner  Lafltte,  where  he- 
remained  imtil  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Atnoneof  thesepar- 
ties  have  I  neard  of  any  person  of  northern  feelings  or  sympathies  being 
invited  or  present.  There  are  rumors  here  that  some  of  the  vessels  re- 
cently engaged  in  blockade-rnnning  from  tfiis  port  are  going  to  Havana 
t»  fit  up  as  privateers  to  cruise  against  British  commerce  under  the  flag 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  expectation  and  hope  that  such  a  step 
would  lead  to  a  war  between  the  two  countries  and  aid  the  confederacy. 
I  know,  not  whether  they  would  do  so  desperate  an  act,  though  they 
seemed  desperate  enough  for  anything ;  bnt  I  have  deemed  it  my  dnt^' 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  government  to  it,  as  I  have  that  of  the  con- 
Bul  at  Havana  and  the  authorities  here,  but  trust  it  may  prove  untrue* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

THOMAS  K[RKPA,TEICK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  d-c,  tBc,  iCe. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  951.]  ■  Legation  of  the  United  STAXEa, 

London,  May  11,  1366u 
Sm:  As  connected  with  the  dispatch  Ko.  1309,  of  the  18tb  of  Marek, 
from  the  department,  and  its  inclosures  fi'om  ]Ur.  Kirkpatrick,  which  I 
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sabmitted  to  the  coDBideration  of  Lord  BnBsell,  1  have  tiie  honor  to 
transmit  a  cop;  of  a  note  of  his  lordship  of  the  3d  of  May  relabrete 
that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEiNCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  Huwtbe, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Steete, 


Earl  Mttsaell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoKEiQN  Oppicb,  May  3,  1865. 

Sib  :  You  were  good  enough,  on  the  15th  ultimo,  to  read  to  me  a  difr 
patch  which  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  the  United  States  consal  at  Nassau,  had 
addressed  to  Mr.  Seward,  referring  to  a  rumor  that  vessels  hitheitn 
engaged  in  blockade-running  were  about  to  proceed  to  Havana,  there 
to  be  fitt4:;dout  as  privateers,  and  undertheUnitedStatasflng  to  commit 
depredations  upon  British  commerce. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  reports  received  from  the  governor  of 
Nassau,  and  fcom  her  Majesty's  consul-general  at  the  Havana,  coneoi 
in  not  aftaching  any  importance  to  this  rumor.  The  latter  officer,  hw- 
ever,  says,  that  thinking  it  not  impossible  that  some  of  those  vessel) 
might  be  equipped  as  privateers  to  cruise  against  American  trade,  ht 
bad  taken,  iu  concert  with  his  United  States  colleague  aud  the  Spanish 
authorities,  such  stops  as  it  is  believed  will  effectoaJly  prevent  any  ancb 
attempts  m)m  being  successMly  carted  into  effect. 

The  governor  of  the  Bahamas  has  taken  this  opportunity  of  addnsfr 
ing  to  her  Mtyesty's  government  a  repre^ntation  with  reference  to  the 
tone  adopted  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  in  his  communications  with  the  colcmial 
authorities. 

It  appears,  from  the  correspondence  of  which  X  inclose  copies,  Uut 
Mr.  £iFkpatrickj  in  a  letter  dated  the  23d  of  February,  called  upon  tlie 
governor  to  institute  proceedings  against  Captain  Maffit,  theA  in  pott,  u 
captain  of  the  blockade-muning  ship  Owl,  for  having  enlisted  men  U 
Nassau  in  1802,  to  serve  on  board  the  Oreto,  or  Florida.  Mr.  EM 
Patrick's  letter  reached  the  governor  late  on  the  same  evening,  but,  in 
the  meantime.  Captain  Maffit  had  left  the  port.  As,  however,  it  wu 
possible  that  Captoiu  Maffit  might  return  to  Nassau,  the  governor  \<xt 
no  time  in  instructing  the  attorney  general  to  communicate  with  Hi. 
Kirkpatrick,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  necessary  information  to 
enable  him  to  act. 

The  information  ^hich  had  led  to  the  consul's  representation  turned 
out  to  be  a  declaration  token  before  a  notary  on  the  4th  of  Septembei. 
1862,  aud  had  reference  merely  to  the  transhipment  of  guua  and  stons, 
and  contained  no  evidence  of  enlistment.  - 

The  case  did  not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  one  in  which  proceedings 
could  be  taken,  but  the  governor,  nevertheless,  instructed  the  attonieT 
general  that  if  the  inquiries  which  he  was  directed  to  institnte  shonU 
yield  any  tongible  proof  of  a  violation  of  the  law  by  jiersoos  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  colony,  proceedings  should  be  institated. 

The  following  are  the  comments  of  the  governor  upon  this  cwres- 
pondeoce : 

He  observes,  in  the  first  place,  that  Captain  Maffit  arrived  at  Nassta 
in  ttxe  Owl  ou  the  31st  January ;  that  the  consul  must  have  been  aware 
of  his  arrival;  and  that,  as  it  must  be  presumed  that  tiie  coiisal  bat! 
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long  known  of  the  existence  of  the  docament  now  produced  after  a 
lapse  of  two  yeani  anda-balfiitisstrsngethatheshonld  have  abstained  ' 
from  making  his  representation  until  Captain  MafBt  was  upon  the  point 
of  leading  the  port,  and  it  was  too  late  for  the  governor  to  act 

2.  The  consul  alleges  as  the  reason  for  his  delay,  that  Captain  Mafflt 
had  not  been  at  Nassau  at  satj  other  time  when  tlie  witnesses  could  be 
obtained,  but  the  governor  observes  that  Captain  Maffit  was  at  !N'assan 
for  some  days  in  January,  1863.  j^t  all  events,  the  documents  might 
have  been  produced  in  September,  1862,  when  the  then  consul  of  the 
United  States  had  called  attention  to  the  arming  of  the  Oreto,  and 
had  in  reply  been  invited  to  bring  forward  evidence.  And  the  governor 
flays,  that  as  it  was  not  then  brought  forward,  the  attorney  general  was, 
in*liis  opinion,  borne  out  in  characterizing  the  charge  as  an  old  one,  and 
in  saying  that  under  the  circumstauces  he  must  require  clear  and  posi- 
tive evidence  before  proceeding  against  Captain  MaJGQt. 

The  governor  further  observes,  tliat  the  consul  was  not  justified  in 
complaining  of  the  government  for  not  acting  upon  such  statements, 
still  less  in  commenting  upon  the  acts  of  the  governor  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  his  subordinate  officer. 

3.  The  governor  observes  that  the  consul  appears  to  think  it  a  hard- 
ship and  a  cause  of  complaint  that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  furnish 
evidence  in  support  of  the  charges  which  he  brings  forward,  and  that 
he  should  he  asked  to  assist  the  government  in  prosecuting  the  inquiries 
which  he  has  himself  provoked;  and  the  governor  further  observes 
that  the  consul  does  not  appear  to  perceive  the  difference  between  the 
proceedings  which  the  government  can  take  against  a  suspected  vessel, 
and  the  legal  formalities  by  which  it  is  bound  in  prosecuting  a  criminal 
charge  against  any  person  connected  with  it. 

Bnt  the  governor  says,  4.  That  a  still  more  objectionable  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  the  consul  appears  to  be  his  practice  of  introducing  into 
his  correspondence  irrelevant  and  unfounded  accusations  against  the 
colonial  government.  The  governor  says  that  the  consul  lately  made  a 
charge  of  this  description  with  reference  to  the  lauding  of  boats  from 
the  United  States  ship  of  war  Honduras,  and  that  the  charge  is  repeated 
in  a  different  form  in  his  letter  to  the  attorney  general  of  the  7th  of 
February.  The  governor  says  he  nee<l  scarcely  enlarge  uiM)n  the  diffi- 
culty, on  tlie  one  hand,  of  challenging  such  statements,  without  provok- 
ing an  inconvenient  and  endless  coiTcspoiidence,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
of  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  a  consular  officer  who  writes  in 
this  spirit  and  adopts  this  tone  in  his  communications  with  a  friendly 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble. servant, 

RUSSELL. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  At:,  dtc,  t&c. 

Mr.  Kirkpatriek  to  Oovernor  Kawson. 

Dnited  States  Consulate, 
Nassau,  February  23,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  excellency's  attention  to  a  \'iolation 
of  the  laws  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen's  dominions,  by  the  enlistment  of 
men  within  this  colony  by  Captain  Maffit,  (now  here  as  c^taiu  of 
blockade-running  ship  Owl,)  having  shipped  men  in  this  port  for  the 
rebel  privateer  Oreto,  or  Florida.  H>qIc 
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These  enlistmeDts  took  place  after  the  trial  in  relation  to  that  vessel 
was  held,  and  two,  at  least,  of  the  men  thas  enlisted  are  now  in  t^ 
dty,  and  can  be  pointed  out  if  desired.  I  understand,  further,  that 
there  are  afQdavits  of  their  own  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dillet 
The  reason  of  this  long  delay  is,  that  Captain  Mafflt  has  not  been  Iwre 
at  any  other  time  when  the  witnesses  could  be  obtaiued.  He  is  undw- 
stood  to  be  ready  to  depart  fh>m  here  soon,  and  I  would  respectfully 
snggest  that  measures  should  be  taken  at  once  to  vindicate  the  lavs 
openly  and  notorionsly  violated  in  this  instance. 
I  have,  &c.,  Ac,, 

THOMAS  KIBKPATBICK. 
His  Excellency  Bawbon  W.  Rawsoh, 

Oowmor,  Ac.,  &e.,  &c. 


Mr,  Anderson  to  Mr.  Kirkpatrick. 

ATroBNBY  OENEBAL'3  OpFIOI:;, 

Naitsau,  J'ttbrwory  24,  1865. 
Sm:  His  excellency  tlie'goTemor  has  placed  in  my  hands  your  letter 
of  yesterday's  date,  and  has  inRtnicted  me  to  pnt  myself  in  couununi- 
catioD  with  you,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  information  to  enable 
me  to  act  in  reference  to  the  matter  brought  by  yon  under  his  excel- 
lency's notice. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  detailed 
statement  of  your  proofs,  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  who  can  be 
produced  to  sustain  the  same. 
I  have,  &c., 

G.  0.  ANDERSON,  Attorney  QeneraL 
Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  Esq.,  <fcc.,  rf-r.,  <ftc. 


jlfr.  Kirlcpatirick  to  Mr.  Anderson. 

United  States  Consulate;, 

Xassau,  February  24, 1865. 

SiH:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  iavor  of  this  day,  aaking 
me  to  "  furnish  you  the  evidence,  with  details  of  the  matters  submitted 
to  his  excellency  the  goveriior  by  me  yesterday."  Inclosed  yon  will  find 
copies  of  the  affidavits  taken  at  the  time  of  tlie  transaction,  and  Charles 
Jackson,  esq.,  can  jtoint  out  the  witnesses  who  &re  now  here.  I  deeply 
regret  that  steps  were  not  taken  for  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  party 
before  be  left  in  the  vessel  this  morning,  or  late  last  night,  ot  when 
unofficially  brought  to  your  notice,  as  1  understand  it  was  yesterday 
morning ;  and  regret  also  that  the  government  had  not  felt  called  upon 
to  vindicate  their  violated  laws,  without  waiting  for  others  less  inter- 
ested to  call  their  attention  to  them,  and  then  also  bo  called  upon  to 
ftirniah  evidence  to  prosecute  for  these  violations;  and  I  regret  still 
more,  that  more  simple  and  entirely  harmless  xiolations,  (if  violations 
at  all,)  when  innoceutly  committed  by  officers  of  the  United  Stateis, 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  severe  condemnatiuu. 

Notwithstanding,  I  am  willing  and  desirous  to  furnish  the  government 
here  with  any  intbrmation  I  may  possess,  and  will  say,  in  addition,  that 
rumors  are  abroad,  with  how  much  truth  I  know  not,  that  some  of  the 
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pairties  recently  engaged  in  blockade-ranniug  are  abont  fitting  a  veas^ 
or.  vessels  at  Havana,  under  American  colors,  to  cruise  against  Britisli 
vessels,  onder  the  bope,  undoubtedly,  that  such  an  act  would  involve 
the  two  countries  in  war,  and  so  aid  the  Confederate  States.  This  infor- 
mation is  said  to  have  come  from  Captain  Chadboume,  of  the  American 
brig  E.  P.  Secret,  now  in  this  port,  and  who  is  also  said  to  have  seen  a 
commission  from  some  confederate  authority  to  fit  out  a  schooner  in  this 
port  to  cruise  and  destroy  American  vessels. 

I  shall  communicate  the  information  relating  to  the  rumor  of  fitting 
oiit  vessels  at  Havana  under  the  American  flag  to  the  consul  of  the 
United  States  there,  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  i^strate  the  villuna 
engaged  in  it,  if  found  true. 
I  have,  &c.,  &c., 

■  THOMAS  KIBKPATBICK. 

Hon.  G.  C.  AjfDKOSON,  &c.,  die,  die. 

Bahama.  Islaiois: 

Be  it  known  and  made  manifest  to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
that  on  this  day,  betog  Thursday,  the  4th  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  oar  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  Peter  Crawley, 
lately  a.fireman  on  board  the  British  ship  Pacific,  now  lying  at  anchor 
at  Hanover  Sound  anchorage,  James  Lockyer,  lately  a  seaman  on  board 
the  British  bark  Mary,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Liverpool,  and 
Andrew  A.  Hagan,  lat«  a  seaman  on  board  the  British  brig  Adelaide,  of 
and  belonging  to  the  said  port  of  Liverpool,  in  that  part  of  Great  Brit- 
ain called  England,  severally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Thomas 
William  Henry  Dillet,  notary  public  of  the  said  Bahama  Islands,  b; 
lawful  authority  aj^ointed,  duly  admitted  and  sworn,  and  did  then  and 
there,  of  their  own  free  will  and  voluntary  accord,  befi>re  me,  the  a£ud 
notary,  severally  and  respectively,  and  each  one  for  himself  only,  allege, 
atBrm,  declare,  and  say  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 

And  first  the  said  appearers  do,  and  each  of  them  doth  allege,  affirm, 
declare,  and  say,  that  on  a  Satiuxlay  night  in  the  mouth  of  August  just 
past,  and  at  midnight,  they  were  proceeding  to  their  lodgings,  when  they 
met  a  mob  of  men  in  Bay  street  in  the  city  of  Kassau,  opposite  to  the 
Matanzas  Hotel ;  that  they  knew  some  of  the  men,  who  stopped  them, 
then  laid  hold  of  them  and  said  "come  on :"  that  they  a.skcd  where  thoy 
were  going,  and  they  replied,  "on  board  the  Oreto,  to  work  all  the  night  ' 
and  until  8  o'clock  the  next  day;  that  they  were  going  to  discharge  a 
schoonei's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  were  to  get  five  dollars  each  for  itf 
that  they  went  on  board  the  steamship  Oreto  with  her  quartermaster, 
named  Pearson,  but  previous  to  their  going  on  board  they  asked  for  an 
explanation,  and  Pearson  told  them  they  were  to  work  all  night  in  dis- 
charging a  schooner's  cargo  into  the  Oreto,  and  be  paid  at  8  o'clock  the 
next  day;  that  when  they  went  on  board  the  Oreto  she  was  then  lying 
outside  of  Hog  Island,  astern  of  her  M^esty's  steam  corvette  Petrel, 
and  attached  to  her  by  a  hawser;  that  the  Oreto  got  nnden  way  about 
an  hour  after  they  went  on  board,  and  then  went  to  sea,  and  after  they 
had  been  out  about  three  hoars  the  Oreto  overtook  the  British  schooner 
Prince  Alfred,  of  and  belonging  to  the  port  of  Kassau,  New  Providence, 
which  vessel  came  by  us,  and  Captain  Mafflt  of  the  Oreto  hailed  her — 
he  asked,  "What  schooner  is  thatr  and  the  reply  was,  "The  Prince 
Alfred."  Captain  Maffit  then  a«ked  the  captain  of  the  Prince  Alfred  if 
he  wanted  a  tow,  and  he  said  "Yes."  Captain  Mafflt  told  him  to  take  in 
aJl  Bail,  as  he  conld  tow  him  better.    The  captain  complied. ,  A  hawaer 
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was  sent  aboard  from  the  Oreto  and  made  fast  to  the  Prince  Alfred, 
which  vessel  was  then  towed  astern  to  Green  Cay,  one  of  the  said 
Bahama  Islands. 

That  on  the  next  morning  they  began  to  discharge  the  Prince  Alfred's 
cargo  H)to  the  Oreto ;  that  they  took  out  of  the  Prince  Al&ed  eight  can- 
non, viz:  six  32-poanders,  broadside  guns,  and  two  68-pounder  pivot 
guns ;  that  they  also  discharged  shot  and  shell  in  cases,  and  ammuni- 
tion in  kegs,  all  of  which  were  put  on  board  the  Oreto;  that  the  cargo 
of  the  Prince  Alfred  was  more  than  could  be  stowed  in  the  Oreto,  and 
that  some  barrels  of  bread,  cases  of  shot  and  shell  were  left  on  her; 
that  they  remained  so  employed  in  discharging  and  stowing  cargo  at 
Green  Cay  aforesaid  for  six  days,  and  that  before  the  Oreto  left  tiiat 
place  she  had  all  the  guns  before  mentioned  mounted  on  her  deck. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  week  after  they  had  been  employed,  they  were 
called  aft,  aud  Captain  Maffit  and  bis  first  lieutenant  came  and  they 
were  paid  three  pounds  each  for  the  work  they  had  done,  and  Captain 
Maffit  told  them  they  would  also  receive  two  dollars  a  day  each  to  it 
when  they  reached  N'assau,  which  snm  has  not  been  paid  to  them  by  any 
person  or  persons;  that  after  they  left  the  Oreto  they  went  on  board  the 
Prince  Alfred;  that  the  Oreto  then  hoisted  anchor  and  got  under  way, 
aud  when  about  one  or  two  hundred  yards  from  them,  hoists  the  &ag 
known  as  the  dag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America;  that  her  crew 
manned  the  rigging  and  gave  three  cheers,  and  she  sailed  ont  of  sight; 
that  they  sailed  in  the  Prince  Alfred  on  the  following  day,  aaA  went 
from  Green  Cay  to  Bagged  Island,  being  twelve  days  on  the  voyage; 
that  when  they  arrived  there  Captain  Moresman  of  the  Frinpe  Al&«d 
told  them  that  Captain  Maffit  had  directed  him  to  find  them  a  passage 
to  Nassau ;  that  they  aaked  the  said  Moresman  what  about  the  two  dol- 
lars a  day  Captain  Maffit  bad  promised  them,  and  he  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  it^  that  the  said  Moresman  paid  their  passage  to  Nassau 
in  the  sloop  Maria,  aud  that  they  arrived  at  the  said  port  of  Nassau  oa 
Sunday,  the  31st  day  of  August. 

PETEK  CHAWLEY. 

JAMES  LOCKYEE. 

ANDREW  A.  HAGAN. 

All  which  matters  and  things  were  declared,  alleged,  and  affirmed  as 
before  is  set  forth  in  the  presence  of  me,  the  said  notary,  and  therefore 
'  I  have  subscribed  my  name  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  being  requested 
to  testify  and  certify  the  premises ;  this  done  at  the  city  of  Nassau,  in 
the  island  of  New  ft^vidence,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 
[SEAL]  T.  WILLIAM  HENRY  DILLET^ 

■  Notary  Public,  Bahamas. 


Mr.  Ifesbit  to  Mr.  KirJi^atrick. 

Colonial  Sechbtaet's  Office, 

JfoMdu,  March  2, 186S. 
SiB:  I  am  directed  by  hisexcelleney  the  governor,  to  acknowedge  your 
letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  calling  his  attention  to  the  violation  of  the  laws, 
on  the  part  of  Captain  Maffit,  by  the  enlistment  of  men  ~within  this 
colony. 

Your  letter  reached  his  excellent^  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  of  the 
23d,  after  Captain  Maffit  had  actually  left  the  port.  We  lost  no  time  an 
the  following  morning  in  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  attorney  genwaL 
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ITIus  officer  has  since  sabmitted  to  his  ezceUency  yonr  reply  to  Ids 
inqniries.  Upon  this  it  is  only  necessary  to  inform  yon  that  the  docn- 
ment  which  you  have  supplied,  dated  so  &r  hack  as  September,  1862, 
fomiahes  no  evidence  of  any  enlistment  of  men  by  Captain  Maffit. 

With  regard  to  the  other  information  contained  in  this  docnment,  and 
in  your  letter  to  the  attorney  general,  his  eicellency  will  take  such  steps 
9B  may  appear  to  him  to  be  fitting. 

AmoDg  these  will  be  the  transminsion  of  the  correspondence  to  her 
Majesty's  government,  whose  attention  will  be  called  to  the  irrelevant 
and  unjustifiable  accusations  brought  against  thia  government  in  your 
recent  letters  both  to  the  attorney  general  and  myself. 
I  have,  &c. 

C.  R.  NESBITT,  Colonial  Seeretary. 

Thomas  Kibepatbice,  Esq.,  i&e.,  &c.,  &e. 

[For  further  correspondence  relative  to  claims  arising  out  of  the  de- 
predations Gt  the  Florida,  see  the  general  final  division  of  this  compila- 
tion, "Claims,  convention,  &c.'*] 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  68.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  3, 1863. 
Sm :  Mr.  Underwood,  our  consul  at  Glasgow,  has  no  doubt  informed 
yon  about  the  steamer  now  called  the  Japan,  formerly  the  Virginia, 
which  is  about  to  clear  from  that  port  for  the  East  Indies.  Some  sev- 
enty or  eighty  men,  twice  the  number  that  would  be  required  for  any 
legitimate  voyage,  were  shipped  at  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  and  sent 
to  Greenock  on  Alonday  evening  lost.  They  are  shipped  for  a  voyage 
of  three  years.  My  belief  is  that  she  belongs  to  the  confederates,  and 
Is  to  be  converted  into  a  privateer ;  qnite  likely  to  cruise  in  the  East 
Indies,  as  Mr.  Young,  the  paymaster  from  the  Alabama,  tells  me  it  has 
always  been  a  fevorite  idea  of  Mr.  Mallory,  the  secretary  of  the  confed- 
erate navy,  to  send  a  privateer  in  these  waters.  I  sent  a  man  from  here 
to  Glasgow,  to  accompany  these  men,  to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  desti- 
nation  of  the  vessel,  &c  He  has  not  been  successful  as  yet  in  his  efforts. 
He  has  been  on  board,  and  writes  that  she  has  no  armament,  and  he  is 
still  there  watching  her.  I  have  directed  him  before  he  returns  to  visit 
the  yards  on  the  Clyde,  and  to  go  down  to  Stockton  and  Hartlepoot 

With  high  regard^  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

,.  Seeretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Adam3  to  Mr.  Semird. 


Ho.  367.]  Legation  of  the  Uhttbd  States, 

London,  April  S,  1863. 
Sm :  'I  send  by  this  steamer  copies  of  two  notes  written  to-day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAJIOIS  ADAMS.  . 
Hon.  WniiAM  H.  SbwAED, 

Becretarg  of  State. 

Mr.  Adaina  to  Harl  ButseU. 

Leqation  op  the  TTmitbd  States, 

London,  April  8, 1863. 
My  Lord  :  Fiom  infomistion  received  at  thia  legation,  wliich  appean 
entitled  te  credit,  I  am  compelled  to  the  painful  codcIosIoq  that  a  steam 
vessel  haa  just  departed  irom  the  Clyde  with  the  intuit  to  depredate  on 
the  commerce  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  She  passed  there  under 
the  name  of  the  Japan,  bnt  is  since  believed  to  have  assumed  the  name  of 
the  Virginia.  Her  immediate  destination  is  the  island  of  Aldemey,  where 
it  is  supposed  she  may  yet  be  at  this  moment.  A  small  steamer  called  the 
Alar,  belonging  to  New  Haven,  and  commanded  by  Henry  P.  Maples, 
has  been  loaded  with  a  targe  supply  of  guns,  shells,  shot,  powder,  &C., 
&c,  intended  for  the  equipment  of  the  Virginia,  and  is  either  on  the 
way,  or  has  arrived  there.  It  is  further  ^egea  that  a  considerable 
Dumber  of  British  subjects  have  been  eolistm  at  Liverpool,  and  sent 
to  serve  on  board  this  cruiser- 
Should  it  be  yet  in  the^wer  of  her  M^esty's  govemmeDt  to  institute 
some  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  these  proceedings  in  season  to  establish 
their  character  if  innocent,  or  to  put  a  stop  to  them  if  criminal,  I  fed 
sure  that  it  would  he  removing  a  heavy  burden  of  Mixiety  &om  the  minds 
of  my  countrymen  in  the  United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  conad- 
eration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  mostobedieot 
servant, 

CHAfeLES  FBAN CIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  i&c.,  t&c,  cEv. 

Mr,  ffammond  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Privftto.] 

FoEEiGN  Office,  April  8, 1863. 
My  Beab  Sib:  I  found  your  immediate  letter  on  my  arrival  at  the 
oCBce  at  12.45,  and  as  your  m^  goes,  I  beUeve,  to-day^  you  may  Uke  to 
know  at  once  that  within  hfdf  an  hour  &om  that  time  it  was  sent  to  the 
Home  Office,  within  whose  particular  jurisdiction  are  the  Ghanfid 
Islands. 
.    A  copy  will  also  be  seat  to  the  treasury  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made. 

You  shall  have  an  otQcial  acknowledgment  of  yonx  letter  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  Lord  Eussell's  signature,  bnt  he  is  out  of  town. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  HA3IU0SD. 
Chaelbs  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fee,  (fee.  (\>(>q[c 
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Mr  Adamg  to  Mr.  Soward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  368.J  Legation  op  the  TJkited  States, 

London,  April  9, 1863. 
Sie:         •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Lastly  comes  the  case  of  the  Japan,  alias  the  Tirginia.  I  had  been 
long  in  the  possession  of  information  about  the  construction  and  outfit 
of  that  vefisel  on  the  Clyde,  but  nothing  has  ever  been  ftimished  me  of 
a  nature  to  base  proceedings  upon.  Learning,  however,  that  she  had 
gone  to  the  island  of  Alderney  to  take  her  armament  there,  I  made  ap 
my  mind  to  send  notice,  of  it  to  the  British  government,  and  leave  it  to 
them  to  act  in  the  ca«e  as  they  might  think  fit  Copies  of  my  note  of 
yesterday,  and  of  Mr.  Hammond's  private  note,  promptly  acknowledging 
it,  have  been  sent  to  you,  out  of  course,  already,  with  my  No.  367.  I 
now  trausmit  a  copy  of  Lord  Bussell's  more  formal  acknowledgment 
received  last  evening.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  for  some  cause  or 
other  the  steamer  Ahir  did  not  go  so  soon  as  I  had  supposed.  This  will 
create  a  delay  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  which  may  enable  us  to  do 
something  more  eftiective. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHABLBS  FRAJJCI3  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WlLUAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  Bttssell  to  Mr,  Adamt. 

PoEEiGN  Office,  April  8, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  Acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  acquainting  me  that  you  had  reason  to  suppose  that  a 
steam  vessel,  named  the  Japan,  or  the  Virginia,  has  juat  left  the  Clyde 
for  Alderney,  where  she  is  expected  to  receive  on  board  an  armament 
brought  to  the  island  for  her  by  a  small  steamer,  the  Alar,  and  a  coo- 
siderable  number  of  British  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  to  serve  on 
board  of  her;  and  having  done  this,  to  proceed  and  depredate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  Unit«d  States. 

I  have  to  state  to  you,  in  reply,  that  copies  of  your  letter  were  sent, 
without  loss  of  time,  to  the  home  department  and  to  the  board  of  treas- 
nrj',  with  a  request  that  an  immediate  inquiry  might  be  made  info  the 
circumstances  stated  iu  it,  and  that  if  the  result  sliould  prove  your  sus- 
picions to  be  well  founded  the  most  effectual  measures  might  be  taken 
which  the  law  admits  of  for  defeating  any  such  attempts  to  fit  out  a 
belligerent  vessel  from  a  British  port. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KtJSSELL. 

CsABLBS  FbAKOib  Adaus,  Esq.,  (£o.,  <£c.,  dlx. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Mr.  Dudieg  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  60.]  ,  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  11, 1863. 
Sm:         •  •  •  •  ••  •  • 

Inclosare  !No.  2  contains  an  article  on  the  fitting  oat  of  the  steamer 
Japan.  The  statements  that  the  men  visited  me,  and  that  I  telegraphed 
Mr.  Adams,  and  that  the  government  made  an  effort  to  arrest  the 
vessel,  are  raise.  I  have  in  previous  dispatches  referred  to  this  vesad. 
Since  my  last  I  have  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  she  was  fitted 
out  by  Thomas  Bold,  of  Liverpool,  who  went  up  to  Glasgow  for  that 
purpose.  The  money  came  from  London.  Mr.  Bold  was  employed  to 
do  this  work  by  Mr.  Maorj'.  She  has  gone  out  as  a  privateer.  Her 
armament  left  on  another  vessel.  I  have  not  as  yet  learned  her  name 
or  the  port  from  which  she  sailed.  Bold  is  one  of  the  tory  leaders  in 
Liverpool,  and  a  relative  of  Manrj-. 


I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WiLLiAH  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 


[From  tl]«  Livei3M>o1Jonniftl  of  Commerce,  April  9,  186^.] 

THE  PEDBEALS  "DONE"  AOAIK. 

In  spite  of  their  energy,  money  and  euteness,  the  federal  officials  in 
Qreat  Britain  appear  to  be  continually  outwitted  by  their  confederate 
opponents,  and  a  case  has  just  now  come  to  light  which  will  be  almost 
as  mortifying  to  tbemas  the  escape  of  the  Alabama.  Some  short  time 
since,  four  men,  quartermasters  of  the  Great  Eastern,  aud  who  had  been 
gunners  in  the  royal  navy,  left  the  "  big  ship"  and  joined  a  vessel,  the 
Japan,  fitting  out  at  Greenock  for  "China  and  other  eastern  porta." 
More  recently,  these  quartermasters  came  to  Liverpool  and  shipped 
about  one  hundred  men  at  the  Sailor's  Home,  paying  each  the  customary 
advance.  Some  of  the  men  soon  got  intoxicated,  and  next  day,  thinking 
none  the  better  of  their  bargain,  and  having  learnt  some  secrets  from 
an  Indiscreet  quartermaster,  they  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Dudley,!the  Americu 
consal,  aud  told  him  that  they  had  been  shipped  for  service  on  board 
the  Japan,  a  vessel  fitted  out  to  "born,  sink  and  destroy  all  federal 
vessels  she  came  np  with."  Mr.  Dudley  at  once  telegraphed  to  Mr. 
Adams.  Mr.  Adam  promptly  called  upon  Earl  Russell,  and  the  foreign 
secretary,  anxions  to  display  his  impartiality,  telegraphed  to  Mr,  Price 
Edwards,  the  collector  of  customs,  to  stop  the  Japan,  Mr.  Dudley 
having  promised  to  send  np  the  sworn  depositions  of  the  sailors  by  (he 
next  post.  Mr.  Edwanls  at  once  looked  into  the  Bill  of  Entry,  but  nothing 
could  be  seen  of  the  Japan  there;  so,  thinking  that  she  might  soon 
enter  the  river,  he  ordered  four  revenue  gigs  to  cmise  up  and  down  and 
stop  her  as  soon  as  she  mode  her  appearance.  No  Japan,  however, 
"  tamed  up,"  and  Mr.  lildwards  then  telegr&phod  to  Earl  Kussell  that  he 
must  have  been  misinfonnefl.  On  further  investigation  into  the  matter, 
it  was  discovered  that  Mr.  Dudley  had  forgotten  to  state  that  the  Japan 
was  at  Greenock.     However,  when  this  became  knoivn,  the  government 
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orders  vere  telegraphed  to  Greeoook,  but,  alaa  for  federal  bopesi  tbe 
Japan,  re-christeiied  the  Virginia,  had  sailed  for  unknown  destinations, 
and  soon  she  will  donbtless  prove  herself  a  worthy  sister  ship  to  the 
Alabama  and  the  Florida.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  time  Mr. 
Consul  Dudley  uses  the  telegraph,  he  won't  atint  the  large  .funds  at 
his  disposal  in  paying  for  messages  vhich  will  explain  fally  all  be  has 
toteU. 


jifr.  Adama  to'  Mr.  Seward. 

Mo.  379.J  Leoatiok  op  thb  United  States, 

London,  April  17, 1863. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  several  notes  which  bavo 
passed  between  Lord  Bussell  and  myself,  touching  the  departure  of  a 
vessel  called  tbe  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia,  equipped  for  the  same  general 
purposes  as  the  Oreto  and  the  gnnboat  No.  290.  This  vessel  aid  not 
stop  at  Aldemey,  but  received  her  armament  from  the  Alar  on  the  high 
seas,  not  far  from  the  French  coast.  The  depositions  of  two  of  the  seamen, 
copies  of  whieh  have  been  sent  to  yon  by  Mr.  Dudley,  tell  the  whole 
Btory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FBAHCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  EnsseU. 

LBaATIOW  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  11, 1863. 
Mt  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  lordship  a  slip, 
extracted  from  the  London  Times  of  to-day,  touching  the  case  of  the 
vessel  now  called  the  Japan,  but  named  at  Greenock  lately  the  Virginia. 
It  is  needless  to  add  that  tbe  statement  therein  made  of  die  destination 
of  the  vessel  is  known  to  me  to  be  false.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
she  has  not  gone.  The  steamer  Alar  has  tJready  transferred  to  her 
one  t>6  gun  and  four  smaller  ones>  and  is  expected  to  return  to  her. 
I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept,  &e., 

CHAELES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  Russell,  (£o.,  t&c,  dix. 


[From  Mcond  edition  of  the  TaaoB,  April  11, 1863.] 

Plymouth,  Saturday  morning. 
The  steamship  Alar,  Captain  Baek,  of  and  from  Mewhaven,  for  St. 
Malo,  put  in  here  this  morning  and  landed  seventeen  men  belonging  to 
the  steamship  Japan,  Captain  Jones,  600  tons,  which  left  Greenock  on 
the  28th  of  March  for  a  trading  voyage  in  the  China  seas.  On  arrival 
off  the  coast  of  France,  she  lay  to  for  three  days,  it  is  supposed,  to  take 
in  more  cargo.  On  the  4th  of  April,  at  11  a.  m.f  one  of  the  condensers 
of  the  steam-engines,  which  are  about  200  horse-power,  exploded,  and 
two  firemen  in  the  stoke-hole  were  scalded,  viz;  Alexander  McDof^  of 
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Edinbiu^,  and  William  Hamiltoii,  of  Down  Patrick,  seriondy.  They 
were  taken  immediately  into  the  captain's  cabin,  transfOTred  to  the 
Alar  OQ  the  dth,  and  are  now  in  tbe  Devon  and  Cornwall  hospital  here. 
The  otlier  fifteen  are  seamen  and  fb-emen,  who  took  ad^'antage  of  tlie 
proximity  of  the  Alar,  and  are  said  to  have  "backed  oot"  of  the  voyage 
to  ChlDa.  They  left-  by  train  this  morning  for  varioua  parts.  The 
Japan,  which  has  a  complement  of  80  men,  has  proceeded.  The  Alar 
had  to  lie  to  in  the  channel  on  Thursday  and  Friday  in  conseqaence  of 
some  trifling  damages. 


Earl  Emsell  to  Mr.  Adams, 

FoREiGiT  Office,  April  11, 1863. 
Sib:  The  statement  in  the  second  edition  of  the  Times  respecting 
the  Japan  and  the  Alar,  to  which  you  refer  in  yoor  letter  of  this 
afternoon,  had  already  attracted  my  attention,  and  I  had  broaght  it, 
some  hours  before  I  received  your  letter,  to  the  notice  of  the  secretary 
of  state  for  the  home  department  and  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  her 
M^estj's  treasury. 

I  have  now  forwarded  to  those  departments  a  copy  of  your  letter, 
with  a  request  that  such  steps  may  he  taken  as  can  legally  he  taken  to 
■prevent  any  violation *of  the  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 

EUS8BLL. 
OSABLEB  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  i&c,  (&c.,  &c. 


j\tr.  Adams  to  Hart  Rtuaell. 

Legation  of  the  Umited  States, 

London,  April  15, 1363. 

My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  depositions  of 
British  subjects,  who  appear  to  have  been  solicited  to  engage  in  the 
unlawful  expedition  of  the  Japan  aliasiiie  Virginia  against  tiie  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  I  append  a  list,  marked  A,  of  the  officers  and 
men,  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  shipped  at  the  sailor's  home  in  Liverpool, 
a  large  part  of  whom  have  been  induced  to  join  the  piratical  expedition. 
Likewise  a  list,  marked  B,  of  the  men  who  refused  to  enlist-,  left  the 
Virginia,  and  returned  to  Liverpool. 

It  is  not  without  great  pain  tliat  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  point  oat  to 
your  lordship  these  transactions  at  Liverpool,  and  the  extent  to  which, 
if  not  in  some  way  x>revented,  they  are  calculated  to  give  rise  to  complaints 
in  the  United  States  of  the  violations  of  neutrality  deliberately  committed 
by  her  Mtyesty's  subjects  in  the  port  of  Liverpool. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bua8£i,L,  i&e.,  &e.,  &c. 
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DepoHtion  of  Sdtcard  TAompnm. 

Edwftrd  TbompsoD,  of  No.  18  Denison  street,  in  Liverpool,  makes  oath, 
and  says : 

I  am  an  able  seaman,  and  served  for  five  years  in  a  man-of-war  on  her 
Majesty's  ships  Neptune  and  others.  I  was  shipped  from  Liverpool  to 
Greenock  to  Join  the  steamer  Japan,  as  I  was  told,  bound  on  a  voyage  to 
Singapore.  She  was  advertised  in  Sailors'  Home  aa  bound  for  this 
port  I  belong  to  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve.  She  sailed  trom  Greenock 
on  the  second  day  of  April  instant.  Captain  Hitchcock  was  in  command. 
We  sailed  first  down  towards  the  Isle  of  Man.  We  then  tacked  and 
went  north  through  the  North  Channel,  and  down  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  passed  Gape  Clear,  and  steered  east  up  the  Channel.  Uahant 
Light  was  the  flrst  light  we  sighted — went  towards  St.  Malo.  We  then 
pat  her  to  the  westward,  and  dodged  at  slow  steam  all  night.  We  fell 
m  with  the  Alar  steamer  just  off  Morlenx ;  we  were  not  more  than  three 
or  fonr  miles  from  land  at  the  time.  When  the  Alaf  saw  us,  she  hoisted 
a  flag  for  a  pilot;  after  she  got  her  pilot  on  she  hoisted  a  flag  of  distress. 
We  had  taken  her  in  tow  before  the  pilot  reached  us.  We  floated  about 
until  night,  then  got  the  Alar  alongside  and  commenced  to  discharge 
the  cargo  into  the  Japan.  We  were  three  nights  engaged  in  discharg- 
ing the  cargo;  we  did  nothing  in  the  day-time.  She  brought  to  us  gans, 
shot,  shells,  rockets,  ammunition,  rifles,  cntlasses,  and  oil  sorts  of  imple- 
ments of  war.  I  counted  nine  Whitworth  guns  to  be  mounted  on  the 
decks.  I  may  be  mistaken  about  the  maker's  name.  I  only  know  they 
were  breech-loading  gims.  I  understand  there  was  one  large  pivot  gun 
on  board  when  we  left  Greenock.  I  left  the  vessel  on  Friday  last,  on 
the  steamer  Alar.  After  wo  got  all  the  cargo  discharged  from  the 
Alar  into  the  Japan,  at  four  o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon,  while  we  were 
■  off  Brest,  about  two  miles  from  land,  the  new  captain  who  came  to  us 
in  the  Alar,  having  dressed  himself  in  regimentals  in  a  blue  ouiform  with 
a  star  in  the  epaulets,  had  all  bands  piped  aft  by  the  boatswain.  He 
then  directed  the  lieutenant  to  read  the  articles,  and  then  said:  We  are 
not  bonnd  tor  Singapore;  wc  are  goin^  to  sail  under  the  confederate 
flag,  the  same  as  the  Alabama,  to  sink,  burn  and  destroy  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States.  All  of  you  who  wish  to  join,  I  will  give  ten 
pounds  in  cash  as  soon  as  you  sign  the  articles;  and  you  who  do  not 
wish  to  join  can  go  back  in  the  Alar.  Those  who  join  shall  also  have 
one  pound  per  month  extra.  The  captain  told  us  her  name  was  to  be 
the  Virginia,  and  this  was  the  name  mentioned  in  the  articles  which  we 
were  required  to  sign.  They  had  the  confederate  flag  on  board  at  the 
time,  laid  down  on  the  floor  of  the  cabin,  but  it  was  not  hoisted.  The 
articles  were  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war  with  the  United  States. 
Daring  the  night  while  wo  were  discharging  the  cargo  from  one  vessel 
to  the  other,  we  were  at  anchor  very  close  into  the  land,  not  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  the  land,  opposite  a  magazine  which  lies  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  Ushaut  light.  We  went  to  this  place  or  very  neai'  there  every 
night.  After  reading  the  articles,  the  men  who  refused  to  sign  asked 
about  their  wages.  They  were  told  that  Captain  Hitchcock  would  settle 
this  after  we  got  to  Liverpool.  I  saw  Mr,  Hitchcock  yesterday  at  Jones 
&  Co.'s  office,  No,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  This  bonse  of  Jonea  & 
Co.  acted  as  agent  for  shipping  the  men.  One  of  their  clerks  was  at 
the  steamer  which  took  us  around  from  Liverpool  to  Greenock.  They 
signed  all  the  shipping  notes;  at  least  they  were  all  made  payable  there 
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at  Jonea  &  Go. 'a  office,  and  they  have  paid  thenk  since.  They  paidme 
my  shipping  note  yesterday  at  their  office  in  LiverpooL  There  veie  t«n 
SEulors  lately  beloDging  to  the  British  navy  from  Portamonth,  who  came 
oat  in  the  Alar  and  refused  to  join  the  vessel.  They  received  two 
ponnds  apiece  from  Captain  Hitchcock  not  to  say  anytJiing  abont  the 
matter.  This  was  paid  them  whUe  we  were  returning  to  Plymouth. 
Mr.  Jonea,  one  of  the  firm  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  who  came  out  to  hb 
in  the  Alar,  was  present  at  the  time  wheta  the  money  was  paid,  and 
ordered  Captain  Hitchcock  to  pay  it  to  the  men.  Mr.  Jones  seemed  to 
take  charge  of  everything.  The  report  was  that  she,  the  Virginia,  was 
to  go  to  Madeira.  She  had  not  more  than  five  days'  coals  when  we  left 
her.  She  is  an  iron  vessel,  very  slightly  bnilt,  with  a  full  poop  as  far 
as  the  after  scuttle-hole,  to  fire-room  and  top-gallant  forecastle;  three 
maats,  square-rigged  forward,  fore  and  aft,  main  and  mizzeu.  She.  has 
one  funnel  between  the  fore  and  main  mast,  a  house  over  engine-room 
with  a  donkey  engine  in  it  The  Alar  is  a  British  steamer  hailing  ftom 
liondon.  When  she  came  oat  to  meet  the  Japan  or  Virginia,  as  she  is 
called,  she  sailed  from  New  Haven. 

EDWAItD  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  before  me  at  Liverpool,  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen 
hnndred  and  sizl^-tbree. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Oommissumer  to  AdminUter  Oaths  in  Chancery,  in  £ng{an^. 


DepoBitUm  of  Thomas  Mahon. 

Thomas  Mahon,  residing  at  Ko.'  8  Count  Gore  street,  Toxleth  Park, ' 
Liverpool,  being  sworn,  says: 

I  am  a  native  of  Liverpool,  and  am  a  laborer.  On  or  about  March 
27th  last  past,  bearing  that  a  steamer  was  wanting  men  for  Singapore, 
I  went  to  the  Sailors'  Home,  and  was  introduced  to  a  man  as  the  captain. 
I  don't  remember  his  name  at  present.  I  believe  it  is  Hitchcock.  He  is 
in  Liverpool  now.  He  told  me  he  was  captain  of  the  Japan.  He  said 
he  wanted  firemen  and  trimmers ;  and  the  next  day,  the  27th,  I  went 
with  him  to  the  shipping-office,  and  there  signed  articles  for  steamer 
Japan  for  Singapore  or  any  intermediate  port  for  two  years.  Captain 
Hitchcock  engaged  me  and  witnessed  my  signing.  I  was  to  have  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  month.  About  fif^  men  in  all  signed  in  the 
same  way.  When  we  had  signed,  we  were  told  to  take  our  clothe.**  to 
Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  and  would  then  receive  an  advance  note 
ft»r  a  month's  pay.  I  took  my  clothes  there  and  received  a  note  for 
three  ponnds  ten  shillings,  payable  ten  days  after  the  ship  sailed  from 
G-reenock  at  Jones  &  Co.'s.  We  wore  told  by  the  captain,  Hitehcock,  to 
meet  at  the  Glasgow  boat  at  five  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon  at  the 
dock.  We  went  as  ordered,  and  our  clothes  were  brought  down  and  oar 
fares  were  paid  by  a  clerk  from  Jones  &  Co.  Wo  sailed  the  same  evening 
in  the  Heron,  about  fifty  in  all.  We  arrived  at  Greenock  about  three  or 
four  the  next  afternoon,  and  a  tug  came  alongside  and  took  us  off  the 
Heron  and  pat  as  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Japan,  lying  in  the  river 
opposite  Greenock.  Captain  Hitchcock  came  off  in  the  tug  and  took  us 
on  board.    He  went  on  board  with  us.    He  gave  as  onr-onters. ,  I  had 
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shipped  as  coal  trimmer,  and  believed  s&e  was  an  English  steamer  and 
goioR  to  SiDgapore.  She  bad  then  the  English  ensign  dying.  Oaptaia 
Hitchuock  remained  on  board  and  exerciaed  commnnd.  We  remained 
at  Greenock  till  Wednesday.  On  Tbursday,  abont  six  in  the  morning, 
we  got  under  way,  and  the  pilot  said  ive  were  going  on  a  trial  trip. 
On  the  Wednesday  night  the  revenue  officers  came  on  board  after  the 
stores  came  on  board,  aud  put  seals  on  the  stores.  The  8tx>ree  came  off 
in  a  steamer  and  a  lighter.  They  consisted  of  large  quantities  of  spirits, 
clothing,  blankets,  beds,  kniyes  and  forks,  tins  and  the  like.  1  did  not 
see  any  other  government  officers  visit  the  ship.  We  sailed  out  I  believe 
on  the  Thursday  morning,  as  we  supposed  on  the  trial  trip,  and  steered 
towards  sea.  Iji  tiie  afternoon  we  returned  to  the  light-house  down  the 
Clyde  and  stopped,  but  did  not  anchor.  A  tug  came  to  as  there  with 
some  more  men  and  provisions  from  Greenock,  and  as  soon  as  we  had. 
taken  them  on  board  we  started  down  again  and  steered  right  to  sea. 
The  pilot  left  us  next  morning  off  Castletown,  Isle  of  Man.  Captain 
Hitchcock  had  command  of  the  vessel.  About  two  days  after  we  made 
land,  us  I  was  told,  on  the  coast  of  Prance,  and  we  kept  beating  about 
there  for  several  days.  We  wondered  why,  but  did  not  ascertain  the 
reason.  On  Monday  the  0th  an  English  screw  steamer,  the  Alar,  of 
London,  came  to  us  and  spoke  us.  We  were  so  near  the  coast  of  France 
that  a  shot  could  be  tired  ashore.     Captain  Hitchcock  told  the  Alar  to 

fo  under  the  island.  The  Alar  soon  after  made  a  signal  as  if  she  was 
roke  down,  and  the  Japan  took  her  in  tow.  We  towed  her  awhile  and 
the  hawser  broke.  She  then  steamed  away  herself,  and  we  soon  after 
spoke  a  French  pilot-boat,  and  we  took  a  pilot  ou  board,  as  did  also  the 
Alar.  The  Alar  sailed  away  into  a  small  bay,  and  we  followed  and. 
came  to  anchor  near  the  shore,  no  ihrther  off  than  I  could  have  thrown 
a  stoue.  The  Alar  then  made  fast  alongside,  aud  that  night  a  very  large 
case  of  guns  aud  a  quantity  of  ammunition  in  small  cases  were  taken  on 
hoard  the  Japan  £rom  the  Alar.  The  next  morning  both  vessels  sailed 
out  aud  we  went  out  to  sea,  and  the  Alar  into  another  bay.  In  the 
afternoon  we  joined  the  Alar  in  tlie  other  bay,  and  took  on  board  the 
rest  of  the  cargo,  consisting  of  guns  and  ammunition.  Men  in  the  mean 
time  were  engaged  in  makmg  the  fittings  for  the  guns.  The  same 
■  afternoon  a  tall  man  they  called  Lamout,  or  Dupont,  came  on  board  £roia 
the  Alar  and  took  charge  of  the  Japan.  He  came  on  deck  in  uniform, 
and  called  all  the  men  att.  He  told  na  she  was  no  more  to  be  culled  the 
Japan,  bat  the  Virginia  confederate  war  steamer.  He  produced  articles, 
and  reading  them  to  the  effect  that  there  would  he  discipline  same  as 
the  Alabama,  or  any  other  under  the  confederate  flag.  He  said  he  was 
going  to  bom  and  destroy  all  North  American  vessels,  and  told  us  w© 
should  have  ten  pounds  bounty  to  sign  for  three  years  under  the  confed- 
erate flag.  One  of  the  men  asked  aboat  prize  money,  and  he  said  we 
should  have  the  same  as  the  Alabama;  that  any  man  who  had  a  family 
coald  have  half  pay.  Eight  of  us  went  into  the  cabin  to  see  what  he 
wonld  do  with  ns  if  we  would  not  ship.  lie  said  Mr.  Jones  would  pay 
our  fiure  thiough  to  Liverpool,  and  anything  else  that  we  required  when 
we  came  ashore.  Mr.  Jones  was  sitting  at  the  table  where  they  were 
paying  the  bounty  and  signing  the  arriclea,  and  said  it  would  be  all 
right.  We  and  a  number  of  others,  in  all  about  twenty-four,  refused  to 
join,  and  the  same  night  we  were  taken  to  the  Alar,  and  both  vessels 
left  the  bay.  The  next  morning  the  Alar  took  thepilot  from  the  Japan, 
and  landed  him  and  her  own  about  where  we  had  picked  them.  I  was 
below  when  she  took  the  pilot  off,  aud  did  not  see  the  Japan  after  leav- 
ing her  in  the  bay.  I  heard  the  order  given  to  hoist  the  confederate 
43  A.  c— VOL.  n 
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flag.  Captain  Hitcbcocb,  Mr.  Jones,  and  the  chief  and  eeoond  nates 
came  from  her  with  us.  We  were  landed  at  Plymouth  on  Satniday 
morning,  and  received  from  Captain  Hitchcock  a  soTereign  each  to  pay 
our  way  to  Liverpool,  and  the  game  day  came  into  Liverpool  in  the 
steamer. 

THOMAS  MAHOK. 

Sworn  the  fourteenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hnndred  and  sixty-three, 
before  me,  Mr.  liathbome,  a  magistrate  for  the  county  of  Lancaster. 


Liat  of  cfficera  and  crew  of  the  ship  Japan,  shaped  ai  ike  SaHort?  Some,  n 
Liverpool,  and  understood  to  be  subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

Thomas  He<yik,  master. 

OrifKth  Jones,  mate.  No.  7  Virginia  street. 

Ahon  F.  Miickiiitosh,  second  mate,  No.  5  Fleet  square,  Fleet  street 

Eobert  Neal,  carpenter,  No.  28  Eegent  street 

Chae.  King,  boatswain,  No.  22  Eupert  street. 

J.  S.  Woolfall,  captain's  steward.  No.  119  Albert  Btreet. 

Thomas  Price,  cook,  No.  117  Bedford  street,  Everton. 

John  Thompson,  cook,  No.  113  Pitt  street. 

"William  Jones,  seaman.  No,  10  Gerard  street. 

Thomas  Williams,  (!)  seaman,  No.  22  Edmund  street. 

Tliomas  Williams,  (2)  seajnaii.  No.  31  Prussia  street. 

Jolin  White,  seaman.  No.  71  Jordan  street. 

William  Williams,  seaman.  No.  40  High  Field. 

Frank  Eivera,  seaman,  No.  53  Upper'  Hill 

James  Eodway,  seaman.  No.  113  Pitt  street 

Wm.  Jackson,  seaman.  No.  1  George  street. 

Joseph  Seymour,  No.  53  Bedford  street. 

Wm.  Dand,  boat's  mate  on  board  Great  Eastern. 

Frank  Mills,  seaman,  No,  27  Union  street 

'Tbos.  Jones,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaumaris  tavern,  Tayakafly  stzeet 

Henry  Barron,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  12  High  Field  road. 

£idvajd  Davis,  ordinary  seaman.  No.  12  Lightbody  street 

John  Murray,  ordinary  seaman,  No.  33  Gordon  street 

Hugh  Hughes,  ordinary  seaman,  Beaum&ris  tavern.  Union  sb«et 

G.  Owen  Crow,  boy.  No.  73  Kew  street 

Bichaxd  CaUaghan,  boy.  No.  28  Regent  street 

Charles  Penrose,  boy,  No.  6  Woodstock  street 

Thomas  Claydon,  boy.  No.  4  Bell  street,  T.  P. 

Kobert  Ford,  boy,  Sailors'  Home. 

John  Fitzgerald,  boy,  No.  39  Hornby  street 

Josejth  Fisher,  boy,  No.  19  John  street,  T.  P. 

Benj'u  Connolly,  boy.  No.  17  Temple  Bed,  Dale  street 

Sam'l  Alfred  Seaton,  storekeeper,  No.  48  Westbourne  street 

W.  Hamilton,  landsman.  No.  45  Hamilton  street 

Thomas  James,  landsman,  No.  15  Earl  street 

John  Williams,  landsman.  No.  21  Richmond  row  or  street 

Joseph  Hopkins,  landsman.  No.  56  Atherton  sti^et 

John  Flyun,  landsman,  No.  IS  Milton  street 

John  Dolan,  landsman.  No.  4  Ct  Blondel.  ^  •  i 
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H^  Tanner,  fireman,  No.  5  Prince's  Walb,  Ot  Howard  str««C. 

Plul.  Thomas,  fireman,  So.  32  Kay  street. 

Michael  Downey,  fijeman,  No.  29  Ot.  Howard  street. 

Alex.  McDnfr,  fireman,  Ko.  29  Thomas  street 

John  Hnghes,  fireman.  No.  29  Thomas  street; 

James  Kendry,  fireman,  Ko.  15  Earl  street. 

John  McCmthy,  fireman,  No.  5  Prince's  Walt,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Michael  Connor,  fireman,  Gt.  Howard  street. 

Bichard  Groves,  fireman,  No.  19  Bennis  Gardens. 

Wm,  Myers,  trimmer.  No.  3  Ct,  Spitalflelds. 

Thomas  Mahon,  trimmer.  No.  8  Ct.  Gore  street. 

James  Gordon,  trimmer.  No.  44  Tatlock  street. 

Edward  Thompson,  trimmer.  No.  18  Denison  street. 

Samuel  Haywood,  trimmer,  No.  18  Benison  street 

Jolin  Miles,  trimmer,  No.  29  Thomas  street. 

John  Stanley  jcooper.  No,  26  Gt  Oriel  street  . 

Went  by  the  Heron,  Glasgow  boat,  at  7.30  p.  m.,  March  30, 18G3. 


IA»t  of  men,  understood  to  be  sttbjects  of  Great  Britain,  wko  left  the  steamer 
Virginia,  Utte  Japan,  and  cajne  to  Lirerpool,  in  the  gteamship  Sa^t 
Anglican,  from  Plymouth. 

John  White,  Joseph  Hopkins,  William  Swift,  Henry  James,  Wil- 
liam Myers,  John  Myers,  Thomas  Mahon,Jo}in  Hughes,  Mr.  8eaton,  pur- 
ser, Mr.  Jones,  master  mariner.  Mr.  Mcintosh,  £dwara  Thompson,  John 
Firin,  George  Crow,  Bichard  Groves,  Bichard  Credshaw,  Charles  Spen- 
cer, and  James  WoolfaU. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
CExtract.] 

No.  64.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  18, 1863. 

Sm:  •••••"•• 
Inclomre  Na  6  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  shipping  notes  in  the  case  of 
the  steamer  Japan,  now  c^ed  the  Virginia.  I  shall  retain  the  origioal 
to  await  the  action  of  the  British  government  This  was  signed  by 
Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  one  of  whom,  as  apx>ears  by  the  affidavit 
sent  in  disx>a4;ch  No.  62,  accompanied  the  men  to  the  Virginia,  and  was 
present  when  they  were  paid  their  bounty  of  ten  pounds  for  enlisting. 
This,  if  true,  makes  a  clear  case  under  the  foreign  enlistment  act 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY.* 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^cTbyCoOgle 
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Affreement  made  at  Idvetyool,  ikig  29th  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  dftys  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  tcom  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  ponnds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence  to  Edward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  ahillings,  —  pence,  provided  tlie 
said  Edward  Daviea  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  tie  said  river  Clyde. 

J02IES  &  CO. 

Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr,  Seward. 

No.  391.]  liBGAXION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  April  24, 1863. 
SiB:  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  not«  firom  Lord  Knssell  to  me,  of  the  21st 
instant,  lespectiug  the  departure  of  the  Japan,  alias  the  Virginia.  I 
have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correotuess  of  ^e  representations  therein 
made  of  tbe  condition  of  that  vessel.  Indeed,  this  will  account  for  the 
&ct  that  I  had  not  myself  received  from  any  of  tbe  consols  information 
of  her  readiness  for  a  voyage  until  after  she  was  gone. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedieut  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Barl  RuaaeU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBElQN  OppiCK,  April  21, 1863. 
SiB:  I  stated  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  16th  instant  that  your  letter 
of  the  previous  day,  respecting  the  case  of  the  Japan,  otherwise  the 
Virginia,  had  been  referred  to  the  proper  departments  of  her  JU^es^'s 
government;  bat  I  will  not  delay  informing  yon  that  her  Mtyesty's 
,  government  have  received  from  the  anthorities  at  Glasgow  and  at 
Greenock  reports,  (h>m  which  it  appears  that  that  vessel  was  constantly 
visited,  while  she  was  in  course  of  construction,  and  that  the  sorveys 
seemed  to  show  that  she  was  intended  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
that  bet  frame- work  and  plating  were  of  the  ordinary  sizes  for  vessels  of 
her  class. 

She  was  entered  on  the  31st  ultimo  as  for  Point  de  Galle  and  Hong 
Kong,  with  a  crew  of  forty-eight  men.  She  shipped  on  the  Ist  instuit 
us  pta.  ipMu  the  bonded  stores  stated  in  the  margin,  and  she  cleared 

H  ^t^°*'  ^°  ^^  same  day  in  ballast  for  Point  de  Galle  uid  Hong 

-  ■'■    -  Kong. 

Her  Majesty's  government  are  flirther  informed  that 
the  Japan  left  the  anchorage  eariy  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  ioatant,  with  the  ostensible  purpose  of  trying  her 
engines,  intending  to  return,  baving  on  board  several 
joiners,  who  were  fitting  up  her  oabios.  These  men,  who  are  said  to 
have  been  employed  at  a  later  time  in  fitting  up  a  magazine,  were  enb- 
sequentjy  landed  on  some  part  of  the  coast  lower  down  the  Clyde. 
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Th«  costom-hoiiee  officer,  who  visited  the  Japan  on  tbe  eTening  of  the 
lat  instant  to  see  that  her  stores  were  correct,  reports  Uiat  be  saw 
nothing  on  board  vMch  could  lead  him  to  suspect  that  she  was  intended 
for  war  porposes. 

Her  Mfyesty's  government  are  further  informed  that  she  was  not 
heavily  sparred,  and  that  she  could  not  spread  more  canvas  than  an 
ordinary  merchant  steamer, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  su*,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 

Chables  FBAifois  Adams,  Esq.,  &e.,  dx.,  <£c. 


Mr.  SewarA  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.*575,]  Depabtment  op  State. 

Washington,  May  4, 1863. 
Sm:  Tour  dispatch  of  the  17th  of  April  (No.  379)  has  been  received. 
The  promptness  with  which  you  have  laid  before  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  the  facts  ascertained  by  you  in  regard  to  the  unlawful  equip- 
ment and  departure  of  the  Virginia  is  appreciated,  and  the  President 
indulges  a  confident  expectation  that  that  government  will  do  all  that  may 
be  within  its  power  to  avert  from  the  international  commerce  the  danger 
which  the  transaction  menaces,  and  to  prevent  similar  transactions  in 
future. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chaj&lbb  Francis  Abams,  Esq.,  &e.,  &e.,  &c, 

Mr.  ASams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

CExtTMt.] 

No.  454]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

Londm,  July  16, 1863. 
Sm:  •••••••• 

I  seized  the  opportunity  to  send  another  representation  as  to  the  own- 
ership of  the  Japan,  which  had  likewise  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Dudley.  * 
Copies  of  this  note,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  and  of  his  lordship's 
answer  of  the  13th  instant,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adanu  to  Earl  Busaell. 
[Eitraot.] 

Leqation  of  the  TTnitbd  States, 

London,  July  7, 1863. 
Mr  Lord:        ••••••• 

It  la  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  myself  once  more  compelled  to  call 
your  lord^p's  attention  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  outfit  of 


678  SBBEL  CSUI0BBS. 

the  steamer  called  the  Japan.  It  dot  appears  Aat  tliat  veaae)  was  at 
the  time  of  her  eacape,  and  has  continaed  nntil  very  late);  to  be,  the  prop- 
erty of  a  British  subject  residiog  in  Liverpool.  Thatperson  is  Kb.  Thomas 
Bold,  a  member  of  the  commercial  hoase  of  Jones  &  Go.  I  have  infM- 
mation  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  only  within  a  few  days  has  Mr. 
Bold  notified  the  collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool  of  hie  sale  of  tiiH 
vessel  to  foreign  owners,  and  requested  the  register  to  be  cancelled.  That 
act  was  not  completed  until  the  23d  of  June  last.  It  woidd  appear  from 
these  facts,  should  tliey  prove  to  be  true,  that  this  vessel  has  remaiofd 
the  property  of  a  British  subject  during  a  considerable  time,  in  which 
she  has  been  engaged  in  committing  extensive  ravages  npon  the  com- 
merce of  a  nation  with  which  her  Majesty  is  at  peace.  The  fact  of  the 
outfit  of  that  vessel  for  hostile  purposes  has  already  occupied  the 
attention  of  your  lordship,  in  consequence  of  former  representations 
unhappily  made  too  late  for  effective  iiiterijosition.  But  the  circumstance 
of  the  retention  of  the  ownership  by  a  British  subject  for  so  long  % 
period  after  she  was  known  to  be  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the 
United  States  is  of  too  grave  a  character  to  justify  me  in  omitting  to 
call  your  lordship's  particular  attention  to  it  in  advance  of  the  possibuitj 
of  receiving  instructions  respecting  it. 
I  pray  your  lordship,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  <£o.,  do.,  die. 


Sari  Ruttell  to  Mr  Adams. 

[ExtTActe.! 

FoBEioN  Office,  July  13, 1863. 
SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  rf 
the  7th  instant       •  •  •  •  •       calling  atteutiw 

to  the  circumstance  that  the  Virginia  continued  up  to  the  23d  ^timo  to  be 
the  property  of  a  British  subject  residing  at  Liverpool, 

I  have,  howeter,  called  for  a  report  fW>m  the  proper  authorities  with 
regard  to  your  statement  respecting  the  Virginia. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  moa 
'  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUS3ELL 
Chaelbs  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  (fee.,  (fee,  <6c. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Ho.  6C8.J  Depaetment  of  Statb, 

WashingUm,  July  29,  1862. 
Sir:  Tout  dispatch  of  the  16th  of  July  (No.  454)  has  been  received, 
and  your  proceedings  therein  are  approved.  Ton  will  he  expected  to 
communicate  to  this  department  the  further  decision  which  Earl  Kmsdl 
has  authorized  you  to  look  for,  in  regard  to  the  Virginia,  aa  soon  as  it 
siiall  have  been  received. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Chaeles  Feamois  Adams,  Esq.,  ttc.,  &c,  (fee.,  ..ii„C.<.>t>Qlc 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  126.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Aitgust  7, 1863. 

BiB:  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  'pirate  atesimer  Georgia, 
is  DO  other  than  the  steamer  Japan,  .which  sailed  from  Greenock  in 
Scotland,  went  oat  in  the  channel,  took  her  armament  on  board  off  Brest 
from  the  steamer  Alar,  and  sailed  thence  as  the  pirate  Virginia.  She 
is  in  oommand  of  Lieat«naat  Manry,  formerly  of  the  WaaluDgton 
Observatory. 

I  have  just  seen  a  letter  from  John  Stanley,  one  of  the  crew  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  written  to  his  wife  in  Liverpool,  while  the  steamer  was  at 
Bahia.  This  man  Stanley,  as  well  as  all  the  other  men  on  boaxd,  are 
Englishmen.  Catherine  Stanley,  his  wife,  receives  half  pay  on  account 
of  her  husband's  wages  on  this  vessel,-  the  half  pay  amounts  to  two 
ponnds  ten  shillings  per  month,  and  is  paid  to  her  each  month  at  the 
office  of  Jones  &  Co.,  No.  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  by  this  firm.  She 
says  the  wives  of  all  the  other  men  on  board  the  vessel  are  also  paid 
half  pay  each  month  at  this  same  ofSce.  Ton  will  recollect  that  it  was 
this  firm,  Jones  &  Co.,  tliat  fitted  oat  the  vessel  from  Greenock.  Many 
of  tJie  men  for  the  Japan  were  engaged  at  this  port.  It  was  the  firm  of 
.Jones  &  Co.  that  engaged  the  men  and  took  them  Irom  here  to 
Greenock.  I  have  one  of  tlw  original  shipping  notes,  signed  by  Jones 
&  Co.,  of  which  iaclosnre  No.  1  is  a  copy.  This  firm  is  composed  of 
Thomas  Btrid,  John  Jones,  and  Bobert  Highat.  The  shipping  note  was 
signed  "Jones  &  Co.,"  by  Bobert  Higbat,  one  of  the  firm.  John  Jones, 
one  of  the  firm,  went  out  in  the  steamer  Alar,  wa«  present  when  the 
men  signed  the  articles  on  the  vessel  for  a  cmise,  sat  at  the  table  and 
assisted  in  paying  the  bounty  money  to  the  men  who  signed  the 
articles.  Thomas  Bold,  the  other  member,  (whom  I  am  told  is  a  relative 
of  Lieutenant  Maury.)  was  the  registered  owner  of  the  vessel,  and 
remained  such  nntil  the  23d  of  June  last,  when  he  wrote  a  note  to  the 
collector  of  customs  at  Liverpool,  stating  he  had  sold  the  vessel  to  for- 
eign owners.  I  inclose  yon  aeertifiedcopy  of  the  reglsterof  this  vessel 
from  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  It  is  markeil  No.  2.  Before  this  notice 
was  given  tA  the  cnstoms  of  a  change  of  ownership,  and  wbile  Bold 
appears  as  the  registered  owner,  the  Japan,  alim  Virginia,  aliai  Georgia, 
destroyed  several  United  States  vessels.  I  took  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
SquM^y,  my  attorney,  as  to  the  hability  of  this  firm  or  of  Thomas  * 
Bold.  Inclosuie  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  that  opinion.  It  now  appears  that 
since  the  notice  of  the  transfer  of  this  vessel,  as  'well  as  before,  this 
same  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  of  whom  Thomas  Bold  is  a  member,  have 
continued  and  are  now  pajring  one-half  the  wages  that  the  crew  earn 
who  are  serving  on  board,  to  their  wives  and  fiimilies  here  in  Liver- 
pool. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  in  previous  communications  given  yon' most 
of  this  information,  but  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  of  so  much  importance  as 
fixing  the  character  if  not  the  nation^ty  of  this  vessel,  as  to  warrant 
my  repeating  it  again. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 
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JIfr.  Sguarey  to  Mr.  Dudley. 

10  Watbb  Stebet,  Uteepool, 

July  11, 1863. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  have  couBidered  the  case  on  which  you  desired  to  have 
my  opinion. 

The  facts,  as  I  anderstand  tiiem,  are  that  avesset  bnilt  and  registered 
as  a  British  ship  at  Glasgow,  sailed  fivm  that  port  with  a  BritMi  crev 
on  board,  bound  nominally  for  a  voyage  to  some  foreign  port,  the  crew, 
however,  being  larger  thaa  woald,  in  the  ordinary  course,  of  things,  be 
required  for  such  a  voyage.  The  vessel  proceeded  to  the  English  chan- 
nel, where,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  French  coast,  she  received  from  another 
British  vessel  arms  and  ammunition.  A  person  professing  to  hold  a 
commission  from  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
then  took  charge  of  the  vessel  and  informed  the  crew  that  the  voyage 
for  which  they  had  signed  articles  was  abandoned,  and  endeavored  Ut 
persu.ide  them  to  enter  the  confederate  serrice,  giving  to  those  not  dis- 
posed to  take  such  service  the  option  of  leaving  the  ship,  which  many 
availed  themselves  of.  After  this,  the  vessel  having  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  confederate  cruiser,  but  being  still  registered  as  a  British 
ship,  attacked  aad  destroyed  a  merchant  vessel  belon^g  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  of  America.  If  the  ruling  of  Chief  Baron  Pollock  in 
the  case  of  the  Alexandra  as  to  the  construction  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
meut  act  be  correct,  it  follows  that  no  offense  has  been  committed 
against  that  statute  in  the  building  and  fitting  out  of  the  vessel  in  ques- 
tion^ nor  can  the  arming  be  considered  to  have  infringed  the  statute,  as 
it  did  not  take  place  within  any  port  of  the  Queen's  dominions.  It  does 
not  appear  to  me  the  engagement  of  the  crew  ciui  be  treated  as  an  offraiae 
against  the  act,  because  the  only  legal  contract  binding  upon  the  crev 
was  that  appearing  upon  the  articles.  The  men  were  not  liable  to  do 
anything  except  what  they  had  agreed  to  do  by  the  articles,  and  from 
the  statements  of  the  meu  whom  I  saw,  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
knew  when  they  shipped  that  it  was  expected  or  intended  that  they 
should  serve  on  board  a  man-of-war  or  privateer.  As  regards  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  British  registered  owner  to  make  good  to  the  owners  of  the 
American  vessel  destroyed  the  loss  sustained  by  them,  I  conceive  it 
must  depend  upon  the  qnestiou  whether  those  in  command  of  the  vessel 
at  the  time  can  be  condderd  to  have  been  the  agents  of  the  British  owner. 
If  they  were  such  agents,  and  there  was  any  evidence  to  show  that  the 
destruction  of  the  Amencan  ship  could  be  considered  as  an  act  within 
the  scoi>e  of  their  authority,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  ownes^  would  be 
liable;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  pre- 
viously referred  go  very  far  to  rebut  the  piesamption  that  such  agency 
existed,  and  to  prove  in  destroying  the  Amwican  vessel  the  officers  and 
crew  were  acting  not  for  the  British  owner,  but  for  the  government  of 
the  so-called  Confederate  States,  In  such  case  I  do  not  think  that  any 
liability  could  be  established  against  the  British  owner,  for  it  is  now  well 
established  that  the  more  fact  of  being  on  the  register  of  the  ship  does 
not  itself  involve  liability  for  the  acts  or  engagements  of  the  master  and 
crew,  and  that  such  liability  is  in  fact  a  question  depending  upon  express 
or  implied  agency  in  every  case. 

Although,  therefore,  I  do  not  see  how  a  British  owner  is  to  be  made 
liable,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  case  which  justifies  the  American  gov- 
ernment in  bringing  the  matter  before  the  notice  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, and  requiring  explanations  from  that  government  of  the  drcnm- 
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stances  nnder  which  a  British  vessel  is  found  to  be  engaged  in  the 
destmction  of  vessels  belonging  to  American  citizens. 
I  remain,  yours  truly,  for  partners  and  8el£ 

A.  T.  SQUABET. 
T.  H.  Dudley,  Esq^ 

United  States  CoTUul,  Liverpool. 


£2  10«.  Od. 

Agreemtmi  made  at  Liverpool  ihe  2%ih  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  nnder- 
signed  do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shtUl 
advance  two  pounds  ten  shillings  —  pence  to  Edward  Davis,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sam  of  two  pounds  ,ten  shillings —  pence,  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davis  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  Som  the  said  river  Clyde. 
Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 

JONES  &  CO. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

"So.  528.]  Lkqaiion  of  thb  UinTBD  Statbb, 

XoMdott,  October  30, 1863. 
SiB:  Ihave  the  honor  to  aeqaaintyon  that,!  have  just  received  from 
Mr.  Harvey,  the  minister  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Lisbon,  a 
telegram,  the  language  of  which  is  as  follows : 

''  Please  inform  the  department  that  cruiser  Georgia  has  been  depre- 
dating near  Teneriffe,  and  boarded  Liveriiool  steamer  Braganza  last 
Sunday,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here,  heading  northward 
towards  British  channel.  I  have  notified  Eearsarge  at  Brest,  andadopted' 
all  other  practical  measures." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAItLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbvabd, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  555.]  Legation  op  the  Ukited  States, 

London,  December  11,  1863. 
Sib  :  Mr.  Dndley,  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  haa  sent  me  several  deposi- 
tions of  men  who  have  been  engaged  and  paid  by  a  commercial  house  in 
Liverpool  to  make  war  on  the  United  States.  I  have  sent  copies  to  Lord 
BuBsell,  with  a  note  dated  the  7th  instant.  His  lordship  Ima  acknowl- 
edged the  reception  of  it.  Copies  of  fUl  these  papers  are  transmitted 
herewith. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHABLE3  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State.  D,g,izedbyCoOgle 
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Mr,  Adams  to  Sari  Bussett. 

LEQATIOrr 'OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

LondoTi,  December  7, 1863. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  toyoarcoasiderationacopyot 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool,  cov- 
ering a  number  of  depositions,  all  going  to  establish  in  the  cleareet 
manner  the  existence  of  a  regular  office  in  the  port  of  Liverpool  for  the 
enlistment  and  payment  of  Britiah  subjects,  for  the  purpose  of  carryiDg 
on  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
persons  concenied  in  these  illegal  transactions  appear  to  be  themselves 
all  British  subjects,  knowingly  engaged  in  violating  the  neatralit;  of 
their  countryj  and,  so  far  as  it  maybe  in  their  power,  laboring  to  iuvolve 
it  in  a  war  with  a  friendly  nation  with  which  it  is  at  peace. 

It  is  now  some  time  since  I  first  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lordship's 
attention  to  the  fact  of  the  systematic  manner  in  which  the  iusurgenta 
of  the  United  Stateshave  conducted  a  plan  to  violate  in  her  own  kingdom 
the  nentrality  proclaimed  by  her  Majesty  at  an  early  period  in  tliis  con- 
test. Every  day  that  has  since  passed  has  only  contributed  more 
thoroughly  to  expose  the  various  forms  in  which  it  is  carried  forvard. 
I  trast  that  the  extraordinary  character  of  these  proceedings,  as  well  as 
the  hazardous  conseiiuence  to  the  future  peace  of  all  nations  of  permit 
ting  them  to  gain  any  authority  under  the  international  law,  will  not  fail 
to  fix  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  <£«.,  dx.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  AAame. 

United  States  Consulate, 

lAverpool,  December  1, 1863. 
Sib  :  Ton  will  doubtless  recollect  that  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia,  now 
at  Cherbourg,  was  built  upon  the  Clyde,  sailed  from  Greenock,  Scotland, 
under  the  English  flag,  and  with  an  English  crew,  about  the  3d  of  April 
last.  At  the  time  of  her  sailing  she  was  called  the  Japan,  afterwards 
the  Virginia,  and  now  the  Georgia.  Her  crew  was  partly  shipped  in 
Liverpool,  and  partly  at  Greenock.  She  sailed  towards  Brest,  off  whidi 
port  she  received  her  armament  from  the  British  steamer  Alar,  from 
New  Haven,  and  at  once  entered  upon  her  cruise.  The  vessel  was  fitted 
oat  and  the  crew  shipped  by  Jone8&Co.,No.28  Chapel  street,  LiverpotA 
I  have  in  my  possession  one  of  the  original  notes  given  to  one  of  the 
crew  by  this  firm  at  the  time  he  was  shipped.  The  signature,  "  Jonesft 
Co.,"  to  the  note,  I  am  told,  was  written  by  Thomas  Hyatt,  one  of  the 
firm.  I  am  informed  the  firm  consist  of  Thomas  Bold,  John  Jc^es,  and 
Thomas  Hyatt,  all  Englishmen.  At  the  time  the  vessel  sailed  she  was 
owned  by  Thomas  Bold,  one  of  the  members  of  this  finn,  as  will  appe« 
by  ber  register  at  the  customs  in  Liverpool.  He  continaed  the  owner  np 
to  23d  of  June,  1863,  at  which  time  he  parted  with  the  vessel  to  * 
foreigner,  as  appears  by  a  certified  copy  of  said  register,  Airmshed  nte 
by  the  collector ;  John  Jonea,  another  member  of  the  firm,  went  out  t» 
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the  Japan,  or  Georgia,  in  tlie  chauoel,  on  the  ateamer  Alar,  at  the  time 
she  carriea  out  the  funuameut,  and  superiutended  the  shippiDg  of  the 
annameut  from  the  Alar  to  the  Georgia,  and  aided  in  re-enlisting  the 
crew  for  the  cmise;  promised  the  men  who  had  wives  should  have  half 
pay  of.  the  wages  earned  by  their  husbands  on  the  vessel,  Francis 
Glassbrook  and  John  Stanley,  two  of  the  crow,  sent  their  bounty  money, 
^mounting  to  £10,  to  their  wives,  and  Beiyamin  Conolly,  another  of  the 
crew,  sent  all  or  a  part  of  his  to  his  father  by  Mr.  Jones.  All  this  money 
so  sent  was  afterwards  paid  by  Jones  &  Coy  at  their  ofBce,  in  Liverpool, 
to  the  parties  to  whom  it  had  beeu  sent.  This  firm  have  paid,  and  still 
continue  to  pay,  the  wives  of  the  men  on  board  this  vessel  the  one-half 
of  the  wages  earned  by  their  husbands.  The  payments  aje  made  once  a 
month.  I  inclose  you  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  John  Stanley,  Francis 
Glassbrook,  and  Eeiyamiii  Conolly,  three  of  the  crew  from  this  vessel, 
now  in  Liverpool,  establishing  the  facta  relative  to  their  shipment,  &c.; 
and  copies  of  the  affidavits  of  Mrs.  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Glassbrook:,  show- 
ing the  payment  of  the  half-pay  by  this  firm  to  them  during  the  cruise 
of  the  vessel,  the  last  payment  of  which  was  made  so  late  as  Saturday, 
the  21st  of  November  last ;  also  a  copy  of  Daniel  Conolly's  affidavit, 
proving  the  payment  to  him  by  Jones  &  Co.  of  the  money  sent  by  his 
son. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  told  the  Ann  of  Jones  &  Co.  are 
now  engaged  in  procuring  and  shipping  men  from  Liverpool  for  this  same 
vessel,  the  Georgia. 

On  the  21st  of  November,  last'  Saturday  week,  Glassbrook  and  Conolly 
called  at  Jones  &  Co.'s  ofBce ;  they  were  asked  if  they  belonged  to  the 
steamer  Florida ;  they  answered  no,  that  they  belonged  to  the  Georgia. 
The  man  then  told  tliem  he  had  news  for  them,  and  wanted  them  to  go 
back  to  the  ship.  He  told  thom  they  would  pay  their  pa^^sage  back,  and 
requested  them  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  next  Monday  morniug. 
They  both  went  to  the  Havre  boat  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber last,  were  met  by  a  man  from  Jones  &  Co.'s  office,  who  i>aid  them 
each  £3,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same,  to  return  and  serve  on  said  vessel, 
the  Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg.  The  affidavits  of  Conolly  and  Glass- 
brook above  referred  to  prove  these  facts.  You  will  also  find  a  copy  of 
Eliza  Conolly's  affidavit  corroborating  the  same. 

'     1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLBT, 

United  atatea  Oonsvi. 
,  Hod.  Chabl£3  Francis  Adams, 

United  8tatea  Minitter,  &o.,  do,,  <£o. 


£2  10a.] 

Agreement  made  at  Liverpool  this  2Sth  day  of  March,  1863. 

Ten  days  after  the  ship  Japan  sails  from  the  river  Clyde,  the  under- 
signed do  hereby  promise  and  agree  to  pay  to  any  person  who  shall 
advance  two  pounds,  ten  shillings,  —  pence^  to  lildward  Davies,  on  this 
agreement,  the  sum  of  two  pounds,  ten  sliilhngs, —  penccj  provided  the 
said  Edward  Davies  shall  sail  in  the  said  ship  from  the  said  river  Clyde. 

JONES  &  CO. 
Payable  at  28  Chapel  street. 
On  the  back : 

EDWAED  DAYt^ip. 
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Deposition  of  John  Stanley. 

I,  Jolm  Stanley,  of  Ko.  26  Gonrt,  in  Ovid  Btreet,  Yaaxhall  road, 
Uverpool,  in  the  comity  of  Lancaster,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  aa 
toUoTS: 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  saw  Mr.  Bamett,  a  shipping  agent,  who 
informed  me  that  he  wanted  several  coopers  to  join  the  Japan,  boond  to 
Singapore,  and  he  requested  me  to  try  "and  find  one  or  two  coopers  to  go 
with  me,  and  to  take  them  to  Jones'a  oflBce,  28  Chapel  street.  I  went  to 
several  of  my  friends,  bat  they  all  declined  going.  I  then  went  to  Mr. 
Jones's  ofQce,  and  saw  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  black  mustache,  and 
informed  him,  as  directed  by  Mr.  Bamett,  that  I  could  not  get  any  one 
elae  to  go  with  mo,  and  I  agreed  to  go  myself.  The  genUeman  then 
took  down  my  name,  and  I  afterwards  went  back  to  the  Sailors'  Home, 
and  Mr.  Bamett  introduced  me  to  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  that 
he  wanted  some  coopers  for  his  vessel,  the  Japan,  going  to  China.  I 
then  asked  him  what  w%ges  he  would  give  me,  when  he  said  £i.  I  told 
him  that  I  could  not  go  for  these  wages,  and  said  that  the  ordinary 
wages  of  coopers  was  £6  10«.  Captain  Hitchcock  then  said  to  me  that 
it  was  not  wages  alone  that  I  should  get.  I  should  get  something  else, 
which  would  make  up  for  the  voyage.  He  at  length  agreed  to  give  me 
£i  10«.j  which  I  accepted,  and  I  then  signed  articles  for  two  years. 
After  signing  articles  I  received  a  ticket,  which  I  took  to  Jones's  office, 
and  I  then  received  an  advance  note  for  £1 10«.  I  went  to  a  great  many 
places  the  same  day,  trying  to  get  the  note  cashed,  but  no  one  would 
cash  it  for  me.  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  and  took  my  wife  with  me, 
and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  told  Mm  that  no  one  would  cash  it 
for  me,  and  unless  he  ca^ed  it  I  would  not  go  in  the  ship.  '  He  then 
paid  me  £2  on  account,  and  said  he  would  pay  my  wife  the  difference 
when  I  got  to  sea.  He  then  told  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  his 
office,  which  I  did,  and  he  then  told  me  to  be  at'  the  Greenock  steamer 
the  following  Monday  night,  the  29th  March,  at  5  o'clock.  I  did  attend 
at  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentlemaa 
and  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  were  superintending  fhe  shipping  of  onr 
dothes.  Each  man's  clothes  had  a  unmber  on  it,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Jones's  office  called  out  onr  numbers  as  we  went  on  board  ^e 
steamer.  We  left  Liverpool  that  night,  and  arrived  at  Greenock  on  the 
31st.  We  were  then  taken'  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  us  to  the 
Japan.  About  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon 
a  trial  trip.  After  we  had  been  out  a  few  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  which  we  towed  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbor.  The  small  steamer  then  came  alongside  of  us,  and  we  took  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  aims  and  ammunition.  Myself,  the  carpenter, 
and  the  joiner  bpened  the  cases,  and  I  saw  that  they  contained  arms 
aud  ammunition.  Mr.  Jones  superintended  the  shipping  of  the  cases, 
he  having  come  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer.  A  fresh 
captain  then  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  small  steamer,  dressed 
in  a  gray  uniform,  and  called  us  aH  aft.,  and  said  that  his  vessel  was 
going  to  sail  under  another  name  and  flag:  that  her  name  was  the 
Georgia,  and  we  were  going  to  cruise  under  the  confederate  flag ;  that 
he  would  pay  the  seamen  £4  10s.  a  month  and  £10  bounty.  He  said  he 
would  pay  me  £5  a  month.  Mr.  Jones  was  standing  close  to  him  at  this 
time.  One  of  the  men  asked  him  if  we  should  get  prize  money,  when 
the  captain  said  that  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it  we  shouldv  Mr. 
Jones  then  said,  "  Of  course  we  should  get  prize  money."    Those  who 
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had  agreed  to  join  vera  then  taken  into  the  cabin,  Mr,  Jones,  Mr. 
ChapmaD,  the  flj^  lieutenant,  and  Captain  Maory  being  pmsent,  when 
we  Bigneo  articles  to  serve  for  three  years,  or  dnring  the  war,  and  we 
were  each  paid  jElO  on  signing  the  articles,  I  then  told  Oaptain  Manry 
that  I  was  married  and  would  require  half  pay,  when  Mr.  Jones  called 
me  to  him  and  said  that  I  should  have  it,  and  I  gave  bim  the  address  of 
my  wife,  I  then  gave  my  £10  bounty  money  to  Mr,  Jones,  who  said  he 
would  send  fbr  my  wife  wheu  he  got  home  and  pay  it  to  her,  and  make 
arrangements  with  her  for  the  half  pay.  We  left  Brest  about  the  9th 
of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  met  the  Dictator,  which  we  burnt.  We 
then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an  American  man-of- 
war  lying  at  anchor.  We  then  ran  out  again  and  went  to  Bahia^  where 
we  land^  the  Dictator's  crew.  Several  of  her  crew  agreed  to  join  us. 
We  also  took  in  coals  there  trom  the  bark  Castor,  but  we  were  stopped 
by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  our  coals  from  shore.  We 
met  the  Alabama  at  Bahia,  and  several  men  who  had  been  prisoners  on 
board  her  Joined  us.  We  then  went  on  our  cruise,  and  soon  afterwards 
fell  in  with  the  George  Oriswold,  which  was  ransomed.  We  afterwards 
met  with  the  bark  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.  On  the  same  day  we 
fell  in  with  the  J.  W.  Sever,  m)m  Boston,  which  we  ransomed.  We  put 
the  Good  Hope's  crew  on  board  of  her.  We  then  went  to  the  island  of 
Trioadi  to  wmiI.  We  waited  there  some  time  for  the  Castor,  when  we 
sighted  a  ship.  We  then  got  up  steam  and  ran  after  her,  end  sbe  proved 
to  be  the  Constitution,  laden  with  coals.  We  loaded  our  vessel  with 
coal  from  her,  and  took  all  her  small-arms  out,  and  then  burnt  her.  We 
ffeU  in  with  the  City  of  Bath  the  same  day,  which  we  boarded,  and  her 
captain  gave  a  bond.  We  put  the  Constitutiou's  crew  on  board  of  her, 
exceptfive^  who  joined  us.  We  soon  afterwards  fell  in  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  was  ransomed.  We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  where  we  got  the  decks  calked.  We  staid  at  Simon's  Bay 
about  a  foi'tnight,  and  on  the  first  night  after  leaving  there  we  met  the 
John  Wart,  which  we  ransomed.  We  then  steered  northward,  and  about 
the  8th  or  9th  of  October  we  lell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we 
bomt.  We  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Teneriffe,  where  we  coaled,  and  then 
.  proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  France.  While  we  were  lying  at  Cherbourg 
I  got  twenty-four  hoars'  leave  of  absence.  The  paymaster  gave  me  £1  as 
liberty  money.  I  went  ashore,  and  having  got  somedrink,  Icamebackto 
the  yard  where  the  Georgia  was  lying,  when  I  changed  my  mind  and  went 
back  again  into  the  town,  where  I  met  the  carpenter,  who  gave  me  some 
money  to  pay  my  tare  to  Havre,  and  I  then  came  to  Liverpool  in  the 
Havre  steamer.  On  the  Sunday  before  I  left  Cherbourg  the  captain  of 
the  Georgia  called  ns  aft,  and  said  that  he  was  sorry  to  hear  that  some 
of  us  were  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  but  that  he  had  two  fighting  ships 
coming  over,  and  we  might  Join  either  of  them,  and  that  we  should  have 
as  much  fighting  as  we  liked.  The  captain  said  this  to  the  crew  upon 
two  occasions.  On  the  26th  of  November  instant  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office  with  my  wife,  and  saw  the  same  gentleman,  and  asked  for  Mr. 
Jones.  He  asked  me  what  I  wanted  with  him.  aud  whether  I  was  one 
of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship.  I  told  bim  I  oelonged  to  the  Georgia, 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  was  going  to  join  theship  again,  I  told  him 
that  I  was,  and  asked  him  for  something  on  ac^jouut  of  my  wages.  He 
told  me  that  he  coold  not  payit  to  me  then,  but  requested  me  to  call  the 
following  morning.  I  then  asked  him  whether  he  could  not  give  me 
something  then,  wheu  he  said,  "No,  you  must  call  to-morrow."  He 
then  asked  me  whether  I  had  seen  any  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  ship 
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in  tbe  town,  and  I  told  bim  that  I  had,  and  he  detired  n 
np.and  bring  them  with  me  to  his  office  to-morrow. 


Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  this  26th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1S63,  tbe  affidavit  having;  in  my  presence,  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  tbe  fiame, 
and  made  his  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oatk9  ia  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Frandt  Olasabrook. 

L  Francis  Glasebrook,  of  53  UpperHillfltreet,  Liverpool,  in  theooraity 
of  Lancaster,  able  seaman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  March  last  I  heard  that  &ome  men  were  wanted  for  a 
Bteamer  going  to  China,  and  I  went  to  the  Sailors' Home,  Liverpool,  and 
shipped  in  the  screw  steamer  Georgia,  under  the  name  of  Prancria  Rivers, 
for  a  voyage  to  Singapore  and  back  to  the  United  Kingdom  ;  not  to 
exceed  two  years.  After  I  signed  articles,  a  tall  gentleman  with  a  blat^ 
mustache  and  an  imperial,  whose  name  I  have  be«i  informed  and  believe 
is  Robert  Hyatt,  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  to  Mr,  Jones's  office,  28 
Ohapel  Btreet,  which  I  did.  I  then  received  orders  to  call  tbe  following 
morning  at  his  office,  which  I  did ;  and  the  same  gentleman  told  me  te 
be  at  the  Greenock  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  night  at  5  o'clock. 
I  went  to  the  Greenock  steamer  as  ordered,  and  there  saw  Captain 
Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  superintending  tiie  shipping  of  our 
clothes.  We  s^edfor  Greenock  that  night,  and  arrived  there  on  the  2l9t; 
we  were  then  taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  as  to  the  Japan, 
or  Georgia.  On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon 
a  trial  trip.  During  the  time  we  were  upon  the  supposed  trial  trip  we 
fell  in  with  a  small  steamer  which  came  alongside  of  ua,  and  we  towed 
her  to  Brest,  where  we  came  to  anchor.  While  we  were  lying  at 
anchor  at  Brest  the  small  steamer  discharged  a  large  number  of  cases, 
containing  arms  and  ammunition,  into  the  Japan,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came  abo^^  the  Japan  from  the  small 
steamer.  I  saw  several  of  the  cases  opened,  which  contained  arms.  The 
captain  of  the  Japan  then  put  on  bis  uniform,  and  several  officers  came 
OQ  board  &om  the  small  steamer.  The  captam  then  called  all  hands  afb 
and  told  us  that  his  vessel  was  going  to  sail  as  a  confederate  cruiser,  and 
told  us  that  thoee  who  wished  to  join  should  hare  £i  10«.  a  month,  and 
£10  bounty.  One  of  the  men  then  asked  him  if  we  should  have  oar 
share  of  prize  money,  when  the  captain  told  him  if  tbe  crew  of  the  Ala- 
bama received  any  prize  money  we  should  get  it  A  great  many  of  the 
men  refused  to  go ;  but  I  and  about  thirty  others  agreed  to  join,  and 
we  were  then  taken  into  the  cabin  and  signed  articles  agiun  to  serve  in 
the  Japan,  and  were  each  paid  £10  on  signing,  Mr.  Jones  being  in  the 
cabin  at  the  time  taking  down  the  addresses  of  our  wives.  I  signed 
articles  the  second  time  in  my  right  name.  We  all  signed  for  three 
years,  or  during  tlie  war.  After  I  signed  articles  I  asked  Captain  Mauiy 
whether  he  would  give  me  half  pay,  as  I  was  married;  when  he  took 
down  the  address  of  my  wife,  and  said  that  he  would  leave  instructions 
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for  my  half  pay  to  l>e  paid  to  her.  Mr.  Jonea  wob  Btill  in  the  cabin  when 
I  asked  Captain  Maniy  abont  my  half  pay.  I  inclosed  my  J610  bouoty 
money  in  a  letter  which  I  sent  to  my  wife  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  totd  her 
tbat  she  must  call  and  eee  Mr.  Jones,  and  inquire  if  he  bad  received 
orders  to  pay  her  my  half  pay;  and  my  wife  called  at  bia  ofQce  and 
received  the  money;  and  she  has  since  called  regnlarly  orery  mouth  at 
Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  he  has  paid  her  my  half  pay.  I  also  gave  my 
advance  note  to  ray  wife,  and  it  was  cashed  at  Mr.  Potter's,  8  James 
street.  We  left  Brest  on  the  9th  of  April,  and  about  the  25th  we  fell  in 
with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool,  bonnd  to  Hong  Eong ;  we  ran  close 
ap  to  her  and  hove  to,  and  sent  a  boat  aboard  of  her;  we  then  brought 
her  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and  burnt  her.  We  were  flying  the  Eng- 
lish ensign  from  leaving  Brest,  but  when  we  got  alongside  the  Dictator 
we  hoisted  the  confederate  flag.  We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands, 
where  we  found  an  AnLerican  man-of-war  at  anchor,  which  had  arrived 
before  ns;  we  then  went  to  Bahia,  where  we  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator, except  six,  who  had  agreed  to  join  the  Japan ;  we  there  met  the 
bark  Cautor,  and  took  in  coals  from  her ;  while  we  were  taking  in  the 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authoritiesj  and  we  had  to  get  the  remain- 
der of  our  coals  from  shore ;  after  we  finished  coaling,  several  men  who 
had  been  prisoners  on  board  the  Alabama  joined  na,  and  we  then  went 
on  our  cruise.  We  fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  from  Liverpool  to 
Bio  Janeiro,  and  sent  a  boat  to  her;  we  did  not  bum  this  vessel,  her 
captain  having  given  a  bond  ;  we  then  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hope, 
from  Boston  to  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope,  which  we  burnt.  On  the  same 
day  w«  fell  in  with,  the  J,  W.  Sever  from  Boston,  which  was  ransomed ; 
we  placed  the  crew  of  the  Good  Hope  on  board  of  her;  we  then  pro- 
ceeded to  a  desolate  island  called  Trinadi,  where  we  expected  to  meet 
the  Casttff ;  after  lying  there  a  week,  the  Castor  not  havinfj  made  her 
appearance,  we  sighted  a  ship,  which  proved  to  be  the  Constitution  from 
Mew  York,  laden  with  coals;  we  filled  our  vessel  with  coals  from  her, 
and  then  burnt  her.  During  the  time  we  were  taking  in  coals  from  the 
Constitution,  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  we  boarded,  and 
ransomed ;  several  of  the  crew  of  the  Constitution  also  joined  the  Japan, 
and  we  pat  the  remainder  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bath .  We  then  cmised 
abont,  and  in  about  a  week  we  fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which 
was  also  ransomed.  We  then  went  to  Simon's  Bay,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where  we  got  the  decks  calked,  and  coaled.  After  staying  there  about 
a  fortnight,  we  left  and  steered  towards  England,  and  on  the  first  night 
after  leaving  we  fell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  learnt  had  been 
previously  boarded  by  the  Vanderbilt ;  we  did  not  bum  the  John  Watt, 
her  captain  baring  given  a  bond.  We  then  steered  northward,  and  on 
the  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold  Hunter,  which  we  burnt  on 
the  10th;  we  put  her  crew  ashore  at  Teneriffe.  We  coaled  at  Teaeriffe, 
and  then  proceeded  to  Cherbourg,  in  France,  where  we  remained  about 
a  week.  I  left  the  Japan  at  Cherbourg,  having  got  leave  of  absence  for 
a  week.  I  got  £10  from  the  purser  as  liberty  money.  On  the 
Saturday  previous  to  my  leaving  Cherbourg  for  Liverpool  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  all  hands  att  and  said,  "  Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  yon  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  I 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  you  want  to  leave  her;  I  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  any  of  you,  being  such  a  good  crew ;  I  have  stuck  to  my  bar- 
gain with  yon,  and  I  hojie  you  will  all  stick  to  youra"  One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain  that  we  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service;  we 
were  all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  be  on  board  of  a  ship 
more  able  to  fight.    The  captaiu  then  said  that  we  should  have  two  fight- 


ing  ships  before  very  long,  fmd  vre  shoald  have  as  much  flghting  as  we 
could  do  with.  Several  of  the  moD  then  spoke  abont  leaving  for  lAm- 
pool,  vrhen  the  captain  said  he  had  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to  any 
of  as,  bat  that  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  enperior,  aod 
on  hia  return  he  would  give  us  further  information.  On  liis  retnm  from 
Paris,  he  again  called  us  aft,  and  said  that  he  tiadgot  very  good  newsfrom 
Paris;  that  he  could  give  us  leave  for  a  short  time,  but  that  he  could 
not  part  with  any  of  us ;  but  that  if  any  of  UB  could  not  agree  tunoiig 
ourselves,  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he  had  coming. 
On  my  return  to  Liverpool  1  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office,  in  Chapel  Btreet 
and  asked  him  how  I  was  to  get  back  to  the  Japan ;  bat  he  denied  all 
knowledge  of  the  vessel,  and  advised  me  to  write  to  the  captain.  On  the 
21st  day  of  S'ovember,  instant,  I  again  called  at  Mr.  Jone^s  office  in 
company  with  Benjamin  Conolly,  and  saw  the  gentleman  with  the  mus- 
tache. I  asked  for  Mr.  Jones,  and  the  gentleman  then  aaked  me  if  I  be- 
longed to  the  Florida ;  I  replied,  no,  I  belonged  to  the  Georgia ;  he  then' 
said  that  he  had  news  for  us,  and  wanted  us  to  go  back  to  tbe  ship;  I 
then  asked  him  if  he  could  give  me  my  half  pay,  when  he  said  that  my 
half  pay  was  waiting,  in  the  office,  for  my  wife,  and  that  he  would  not 
pay  it  to  any  one  but  her ;  I  then  informed  him  that  my  wife  was  ill, 
and  asked  him  if  I  got  her  to  sign  a  receipt  for  the  money  whether  he 
would  pay  it  to  me ;  when  he  said  he  would,  and  he  directed  the  boy  to 
make  out  a  receipt  for  the  half  pay ;  I  took  the  receipt  home  to  my  wife, 
and  she  made  her  mark  to  it  in  the  presence  of  my  mother,  and  I  after- 
wards took  it  to  Mr.  Jones's  office,  aud  the  clerk  paid  me  the  money. 
The  same  clerk  then  told  me  to  caU  at  the  office  again  at  3  o'clock,  and 
I  did  call  at  that  time,  when  he  requested  me  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat 
on  the  following  Monday  morning,  at  8  c^clock,  as  he  wanted  me  to  jom 
the  ship  again,  and  be  would  then  pay  my  passage  to  Cherbourg.  I 
went  to  the  I^vre  boat,  as  directed,  ou  Monday  morning,  the  23d  of 
November,  instant,  aod  saw  there  Frank  Barron,  the  yeoman  of  the 
Georgia,  or  Japan,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk  &om  Jones^ 
office;  he  was  a  young  man,  about  five  feet  seven  or  eight  inches  high, 
without  futy  whiskers,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  aod  be- 
lieve is  John  Welding.  The  clerk  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I 
was  going  to  come,  as  it  was  late ;  I  then  asked  him  If  I  was  to  go  back 
to  the  Georgia,  and  he  said  yes ;  I  then  asked  to  whom  was  I  to  report 
myself,  when  Barron  answered  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  reached  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then 
asked  me  to  sign  two  papers,  which  I  thought  were  receipts  for  the  X3 
wliich  he  then  gave  me  to  pay  my  passage  roand  to  Havre ;  I  signed 
the  papers  on  a  bale  of  j^khIs  on  the  dock  quay ;  the  clerk  then  awed 
me  to  go  on  board  the  Han'e  steamer,  but  I  made  an  excuse  that  1 
wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog  before  leaving ;  the  clerk  objected  to  my 
going  away,  but  as  I  insisted  upon  going,  he  at  last  consented.  In  th« 
schedule  I  have  given  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Georgia. 
The  schednle  refeiTed  is  as  follows:  L.  Manr^,  captain,  and  Chapman, 
first  lieutenant,  left  us  at  Cape  Town;  Mr.  Evans,  second  lieutenant; 
Mr,  Smith,  third  lieutenant;  Mr.  Ingnun,  foutth  lieutenant,  or  sailing- 
master;  Mr.  Walker,  passed  midshipman;  Mr.  Morgan,  midBhipman; 
Mr.  Curtis,  i>ftyma8ter ;  William  May,  master-at-anns;  George  8te\-en- 
Bon,  sergeant;  Henry  J.  Jones,  doctor's  assistant;  Mr.  Fearsou,  chief  eo- 

glneer;  Mr.  Butler,  second  engineer;  Smith,  third  engineer,  left  ns  at 
ape  Town;  Mr.  Hannon,  fourth  engineer;  Mr.  Naylor,  gunner;  Mr. 
Morton,  boatewain ;  Thomas  Williams,  chief  boatewain's  mate ;  Thomaa 
Williams,  second  boatswain's  mate ;  Thomas  Monk,  fourth  boatswsiiA 
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mata ;  Thomas  Call  and  Frank  Mills,  captains  of  forecastle ;  Jobu  Be&- 
Bon,  captain  of  foretop ;  ItobertRodway,captaia  of  maintop  5  Felix  Mor- 
gan and  William  Williaius,  captains  of  afterguard;  Thomas  Hiley, 
James  Hendry,  and  William  Jackson,  quartermasters  j  William  Dunu^ 
acting  gunner:  John  Williams,  gannei-'s  mate;  William  Price, cook; 
Freeman,  ship's  steward;  Fleming,  ward-i-oora  steward;  W.  BasselL 
armorer ;  John  Stanley,  cooper ;  Joseph  Seymour,  lives  at  33  Bedford 
street,  Liverpool,  seaman ;  MatthewH,  painter;  B.  Nell,  carpenter,  and 
Mr.  Eweo,  joiner;  Jerome  Ebrio,  sailmaster^  Alex.  Crozier,  Alex, 
McDon^d,  Thompson,  Bobinson,  W.  Hays,  Neilson,  Smith,  Y.  James, 
Fitzgerald,  Peterson,  John  Lyons,  William  Lloyd,  Hinds,  and  Murray, 
seamen;  W.  Cox,  Ford,  McTtiieu,aud  J.  Clayton, boys;  Joseph Hobbs, 
obtain  of  the  hold ;  Frank  Barron,  ship's  yeoman ;  James  Wilson,  Wil- 
liam CuUen,  John  Allstoue,  and  SmiUi,  seamen ;  John  Brown,  No.  1, 
and  John  Brown,  No.  2,  seamen ;  Bernard  Allen,  John  Dolian,  Thomas 
Jones,  seamen ;  T.  McChee,  A.  Ellis,  A.  Pantee,  John  McCarthey,  Mi- 
ehael  Droomy,  William  Uavitfc,  Benjamin  Couolly,  17  Temple  Building, 
Liverpool;  Gordon,  Curtis,  Thurston,  Michael  Connor,  Walter  Owen, 
Jamea  Wilson,  John  Williams,  firemen ;  Thompson,  ward-room  cook ; 
Antomo  Bass,  captain's  cook ;  Mr,  Hunt,  master's  mate ;  J.  Williams, 
gunner's  mate. 

FEANCIS  GLAaSBKOOK. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of 
November,  1863,  before  me, 

JUSTLET  PEARSON, 
A  Commissions  to  Administer  Oatks  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Deposition  of  Benjamin  Conolly. 

Be^jamiji  Conolly,  of  No.  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows : 

On  the  27th  of  March  last  I  was  at  the  Sailors'  Home,  Liverpool,  when 
I  met  Mr.  Bamett,  a  shipping  agent,  who  uiformed  me  that  I  had  a  chance 
of  going  in  a  steamer  which  was  bound  to  Singapore.  Mr.  Bamett  then 
introduced  me  te  Captain  Hitchcock,  who  told  me  that  he  would  take  me. 
I  then  signed  articles,  and  a  gentleman  mth  a  black  mustache  and  an 
imperial,  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  and  believe  is  Robert  Hyatt, 
came  up  to  me  and  told  me  to  take  my  clothes  down  to  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
28  Chapel  street^  Liverpool,  which  I  did,  and  there  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man. On  the  following  morning  (Saturday)  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office, 
as  requested,  and  received  my  advance  note.  I  then  received  orders  to 
be  at  the  <;lreenock  boat  on  the  following  Monday,  at  5  o'clock.  I  went 
to  the  Greenock  steamer,  as  ordered,  aud  there  saw  Captain  Hitohcock 
and  Mr.  Jones,  who  was  superintending  the  shipping  our  clothes.  We 
sailed  for  Greenock  that  night,  and  arrived  there  on  the  Slat  We  were 
taken  on  board  of  a  tug-boat,  which  took  ua  to  the  Japan,  or  Georgia. 
On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Greenock,  as  was  reported,  upon  a  trial  trip, 
and  whilst  we  were  on  the  supposed  tiial  trip  we  fell  in  with  a  steamer 
which  brought  us  several  more  hands,  provisions,  and  clothing.  We 
afterwards  fell  in  with  another  small  steamer,  which  we  towed  to  Brest, 
and  she  there  discharged  a  great  many  cases,  containing  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, into  the  Japan,  undei'  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Jones,  who  came 
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on  board  of  the  Japan  irom  the  Bmall  steamer  whQst  we  vae  Ijiog  at 
anchor  at  Brest.  I  koow  the  cases  contained  arms  and  ammnnition 
because  I  assisted  in  opening  several  of  them.  Both  the  arms  and  mo- 
munition  cases  were  marked  Aldernej,  and  the  muskets  were  marked 
Blakeley.  After  we  got  the  cases  on  board,  the  captain  of  the  Japan 
came  aft  dressed  in  naiform,  (a  gray  uniform,)  with  the  letters  G.  8.  S. 
on  the  buttons,  and  called  all  hands  to  him,  and  told  us  that  we  were 
going  to  sail  under  the  confederate  flag;  that  we  ^oold  have  £10  boonty, 
and  £4  10«.  per  month  wages  if  we  joined.  He  ^so  said  we  shoold  have 
prize  money  if  the  Alabama's  crew  received  it.  Whilst  the  captain  of 
the  Japan  was  addressing  ns,  Mr.  Jones  was  standing  eloae  to  him,  and 
he  afterwards  came  among  ns  endeavoring  to  induce  us  to  join.  Mr. 
Jones  came  to  me  and  asked  if  I  would  join,  bnt  I  refused ;  and  Mr.  Jones 
told  me  that  I  was  throwing  a  good  chance  away;  that  it  was  an  exeel- 
lent  chance  for  me  to  make  my  fortune;  that  I  should  have  plenty  of 
money;  and  be  at  last  induced  me  to  join.  Those  who  agreed  to  join 
them  went  into  the  cabin  of  the  Japan.  Mr.  Jones  was  iu  ijie  cabm  asi 
taking  down  the  addresses  of  the  men's  wives  who  received  half  pay.  I 
was  paid  £10  bounty  upon  signing  articles.  We  joined  for  three  yean, 
or  during  the  war  with  the  North.  We  left  Brest  on  the  night  of  the  9di 
of  April,  and  about  the  25Ui  we  fell  in  with  the  Dictator,  from  Liverpool, 
and  boarded  her,  and  then  brought  the  crew  on  board  the  Japan  and 
burnt  her.  We  then  went  to  the  Western  Islands,  where  we  found  an 
American  man-of-war  lying  at  anchor,  the  name  of  which,  I  think,  wtw 
the  Mohican.  We  then  went  to  Bahia  and  landed  the  crew  of  the  Dic- 
tator tbere,  except  a  few  who  had  agreed  to  join  us.  We  met  the  bark 
Castor  at  Bahia,  and  took  in  coals  from  her.  Whilst  we  were  takmg  in 
coals  we  were  stopped  by  the  authorities,  and  got  the  remainder  of  ooi 
coals  from  shore.  Several  men,  who  had  been  prisoners  on  board  the 
Alabama,  joined  us  at  Bahia,  and  we  then  went  on  our  cruise.  We  booo 
afterwards  fell  in  with  the  George  Griswold,  which  was  ransomed,  bei 
captain  having  given  a  bond.  We  also  fell  in  with  the  bark  Good  Hope, 
from  Boston,  which  we  burnt.  On  the  same  day  we  boarded  the  J.  W, 
Sever,  firom  Boston,  which  was  ransomed.  We  put  the  crew  of  the 
Good  Hope  on  board  of  her.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  island  of 
Trinadi,  where  we  had  arranged  to  meet  the  Castor  to  coai.  After  lying 
there  about  a  week,  waiting  tor  the  Castor,  we  sighted  the  Constitation, 
li-om  New  York,  laden  with  coals,  which  we  boarded,  and  after  filling 
our  vessel  with  coals  from  her  we  burnt  her.  During  the  time  we  were 
taking  in  coals  we  fell  in  with  the  City  of  Bath,  which  was  also  rm- 
somed.  We  placed  the  Constitution's  crew  on  board  of  the  City  of  Bafli, 
except  about  sis,  who  agreed  to  join  us.  In  about  a  week  afterwiirdve 
fell  in  with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  was  ninsomed.  We  then  went 
to  Simon's  Bay,  where  we  got  the  decks  caJked;  after  leaving  Simon% 
bay,  we  liell  in  with  the  John  Watt,  which  we  also  ransomed.  We  then 
steered  northward,  and  about  the  9th  of  October  we  fell  in  with  the  Bold 
Hunter,  which  we  burnt  the  following  day.  We  put  her  crew  ashore  at 
Teneriffe,  where  we  coaled.  We  then  started  for  Cherbourg  in  France, 
where  we  arrived  about  the  28th  of  October  last  I  left  the  Japan  in 
Cherbourg,  (government  dock  yard, )  and  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  the  30tL 
I  got  a  week's  leave  of  absence,  and  received  £20  liberty  money.  On 
the  Sunday  previous  to  my  lea\Tng  Cherbourg  for  Liverpool,  the  captain 
of  the  Japan,  Mr.  Maury,  called  aU  hands  aft  and  said,  "  Well,  my  men, 
I  hear  that  a  great  many  of  you  are  dissatisfied  with  the  vessel,  and  1 
am  sorry  to  hear  that  some  of  yon  want  to  leave  her.    I  do  not  mah  to 
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part  with  any  of  yoo,  being  snch  a  good.crew.  I  have  Btock  to  my  bar- 
gain witli  yon,  and  I  hope  yon  will  all  stick  to  yours."  One  of  the  men 
then  said  to  the  captain,  "  We  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  service ;  we  were 
all  dissatisfied  with  the  ship,  and  wanted  to  go  on  board  of  a  ship  more 
able  to  fight."  Tbe  captain  then  said,  "Tliat  we  should  have  two  fight- 
ing ships  before  very  long,  and  we  shoald  have  as  much  fightiug  as  we 
could  do  with."  Several  of  the  men  then  spoke  abont  leaving  for  Liv- 
erpool,  when  the  captain  said,  "  He  bad  no  orders  yet  to  grant  leave  to 
any  of  us,  but  that  he  was  going  to  Paris  that  night  to  see  his  superior, 
and  on  his  return  he  would  give  us  further  information."  On  his  return 
from  Paris  he  again  called  ns  aft,  and  said,  "  That  he  had  got  very  good 
news  for  ns  from  Paris;  that  he  could  give  as  leave  for  a  short  time,  but 
that  he  could  not  part  with  any  of  us;  bat  that  if  any  of  us  could  not 
agree  among  ourselves  we  might  join  either  of  the  two  vessels  which  he 
had  coming."  On  Monday  Inst,  the  16th  of  November,  I  called  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office,  in  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  and  asked  him  how  I  was  to 
get  back  to  the  Japan,  when  he  told  me  to  call  again  in  a  day  or  two  and 
he  woidd  pay  my  passage  to  France.  Upon  signing  articles,  I  received 
an  advance  note  for  two  pounds,  which  was  signed  Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool,  I  got  the  note  cashed  at  Jacob's,  Paradise  street. 
None  of  the  crew  of  the  Japan  received  any  half-pay  not«Sj  the  cap- 
tain having  given  instructions  for  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  by  his 
agents  in  England  to  the  men's  wives,  whose  addresses  the  captain 
took  at  the  time  we  signed  articles.  On  the  Slst  of  November,  instant, 
I  again  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  in  company  with  Mr.  Francis  Glass- 
brook,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  asked  us  if  we  belonged 
to  the  Florida.  We  told  him  no,  we  belonged  to  the  Georgia.  He  then 
said  he  had  news  for  ns,  and  wanted  ns  to  go  back  to  the  ship.  I  asked 
him  if  he  could  allow  me  half  pay,  when  lie  asked  me  if  t  was  married. 
I  told  him  I  was  not  married,  and  he  then  said  he  could  not  give  me 
half  pay.  He  then  told  me  to  call  again  at  3  o'clock,  and  I  did  attend  at 
that  time,  when  he  gave  me  orders  to  be  at  the  Havre  boat  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  moruing,  at  8  o'clock,  to  join  the  ship  a^n,  and  he  would 
pay  my  passage  money  to  Cherbourg.  I  went  to  the  Havre  boat,  as  di- 
rected, Monday  morning,  the  23d  of  November,  instant,  and  saw  Frank 
Barron,  the  yeoman  of  the  Georgia,  who  introduced  me  to  a  strange  clerk 
from  Jones's  office.  He  was  a  young  man,  about  the  middle  height, 
without  a  beard,  and  whose  name  I  have  been  informed  an<l  believe  is 
Juhu  Welding.  The  clerk  then  said  to  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  was 
coming,  as  I  was  so  late.  I  then  asked  him  if  I  was  to  go  back  to  the 
Georgia,  and  he  said  yes.  1  then  asked  him  to  whom  was  I  to  report 
myself;  when  Barron  answered  that  I  was,  of  course,  to  report  myself  to 
one  of  the  deck  officers  when  I  reached  Cherbourg.  The  clerk  then  asked 
me  to  sign  two  papers,  which  we  thought  were  receipts  for  £3,  which  he 

fave  us  to  pay  our  passage  round  to  Havre.  I  signed  the  receipt  on  a 
ale  of  goods  on  the  dock  qnay.  The  clerk  then  asked  me  to  go  on  board 
the  steamer,  when  I  made  an  excuse  that  I  wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  grog 
with  Gtassbrook  before  I  left-.  The  clerk  objected  to  our  leaving,  but  he 
at  last  consented. 

BENJAMIN  CONOLLT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  24th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON,  A  Oommiasumer,  tSec 
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Jhposition  of  Catherine  Stanley. 

1,  Catherine  Stanley,  of  No.  36  Court,  Ovid  street,  Vauxhall  road,  Liv- 
erpool, iu  the  county  of  Lancaster,  wif^  of  John  Stanley,  of  the  same 
place,  cooper,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  about  the  12tli  of  April  last,  aa  directed 
by  my  husband,  for  the  balance  of  his  advance  not^  when  I  saw  a  gen- 
tleman with  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  money.  My  husband  had 
pi-e^-iously  taken  me  to  Jones's  office  and  informed  this  gentleman  I  waa 
his  wife.  About  the  9th  of  April  last  I  received  a  letter  fl-om  my  has. 
band,  then  cooper  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  which  letter  is  hereuuh)  an- 
nexed, marked  A,  informing  me  that  he  had  shipped  in  that  vessel  for 
three  years,  and  that  he  had  sent  £10  for  me  by  Mi.  Jones,  and  desiring 
me  to  call  upon  him  and  receive  it,  and  make  arrangements  about  the 
htif  pay.  I  went  to  Mr.  Jones's  office  the  day  I  received  the  letter.and 
saw  an  elderly  gentleman,  with  a  Veddish  face,  whom  I  liave  since  uecn 
informed  was  Mr.  Jones.  lie  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do  with  an 
that  money;  that  it  was  quite  unexpected  for  me  to  get  it,  and  told  me 
that  if  my  husband  stopped  with  the  ship  until  the  end  of  three  ydaral 
should  be  iudependent.  He  then  said  that  he  had  not  sufficient  money 
in  the  office  to  pay  me  then,  and  told  me  to  call  the  next  day.  Mr.  Jones 
also  told  me  that  I  should  get  half  pay.  I  called  the  nest  day,  and  sav 
a  tall  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  who  paid  me  the  £10,  and  I  signed 
a  receipt  for  it  The  gentleman  then  told  me  to  c^  on  the  13th  of  Jnoe 
for  half  pay.  I  did  call  on  the  13th  of  Jnne,  and  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, who  paid  me  the  money  himself.  I  have  called  at  Jones's  office 
regularly  every  month  up  to  the  13th  of  October  last,  and  have  been 
paid  the  half  pay;  the  same  gentleman  sometimes  paid  it  to  me,  and 
sometimes  the  boy  paid  it.  I  called  on  the  14th  November,  instant,  as 
usual,  for  the  half  pay,  when  I  saw  the  same  gentleman,  who  told  me  he 
had  no  orders  yet  to  pay  me.  He  said  that  he  had  sent  a  telegraphic  mes- 
sage about  the  matter,  and  he  had  no  reply  yet.  He  told  me  to  call  next 
day,  which  I  did,  but  did  not  get  any  money,  and  I  called  daily  141  to 
the  18th  November,  instant,  on  which  day  the  hoy  paid  me  the  mone;. 
CATHEEINB  STANLEY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  count;  of  Lancaster,  this  2Cth  day  of  ^a- 
vember,  1863,  before  me. 

J.  PEAESON, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancers  in  England. 

A. 

April  7, 1863. 
Deab  Wife:  I  write  this  from  a  by-port  ia  France,  where  we  are 
taking  in  stores,  and  I  am  going  in  the  ship,  and  I  am  sending  you  £10 
to  Jones's  office,  and  I  want  you  to  go  and  receive  it  when  you  get  this, 
and  half  pay,  £2  lOs.  I  have  shipped  for  three  years,  and  yon  must 
not  think  the  time  long.  Ood  bless  you  and  the  little  children,  and  give 
them  a  kiss  for  me.  Good-night,  and  God  bless  you.  Give  my  love  to 
my  sister  and  all  inquiring  friends.  No  more  at  present,  from  yonr 
affectionate  husband, 

JOHN  STANLEY. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Catherine  Stanley. 

Sworn  before  me  this  26th  November,  1863. 

J.  PEAESON,  Commisaioiter,  iCc 
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Deposition  of  CeoUia  Glaaabrooh. 

I,  Cecilia  Glassbrook,  of  53  Upper  Hill  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  conoty 
of  Lancaster,  wife  of  Francis  Glassbrook,  of  the  same  place,  able  seaman, 
make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  lOtu  of  April  last  I  receiTed  a  not*  from  my  husband, 
Francis  Glassbrook,  then  a  seamau  on  board  the  steamer  Georgia,  which 
letter  is  bereaato  annexed,  marked  A,  desiring  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones's 
office,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  and  received  £rom  him  £10,  and  to 
make  arran^ments  for  receiving  my  husband's  half  pay.  Ou  the  13th 
April  the  wifg  of  a  seaman  on  ^ard  the  Georgia,  who  had  been  to  Mr. 
Jones's  office  for  her  money,  called  upon  me  and  told  me  t«  ctUl  at  Mr. 
Jones's  office^  which  I  did  the  same  day,  and  received  the  £10  from  a  tall 
gentleman  with  a  black  mustache  and  an  imperial.  The  same  gentle- 
man then  told  me  to  call'  in  two  months  from  that  day  to  receive  my 
husband's  half  pay.  I  asked  the  gentleman  whether  he  conld  not  give 
me  a  half-pay  note,  when  he  repUed,  "No;  you  won't  want  a  note  when 
you  receive'the  money  here."  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  on  the  13th 
day  of  the  first  month  after  my  husband  sfuled  for  my  hnsband's  half 
pay,  having  heard  that  the  wife  of  another  seaman  on  board  the 
Georgia  was  receiving  her  half  pay  that  day,  when  I  saw  the  same  gen- 
tleman, who  informed  me  that  he  did  not  think  I  would  get  it  then,  as 
they  had  received  no  news  from  the  ship,  and  requested  me  to  call  on 
the  13th  of  the  next  month.  I  did  accordingly  call  on  the  13th  day  of  the 
second  month  after  my  husband  sailed,  and  again  saw  the  same  gentle- 
man, and  he  directed  the  boy  to  pay  me  my  half  pay,  which  he  chd.  I 
then  asked  the  same  gentleman  whether  I  could  see  Mr.  Jones,  aa  I  had 
a  letter  to  send  to  my  husband,  but  he  said  he  could  send  it  without 
troubling  Mr.  Jones.  There  was  an  elderly  gentleman  with  gray  hair 
and  whiskers  standing  close  to  him  at  this  time,  whom  I  have  always 
been  led  to  believe  was  Mr.  Jones.  I  have  called  regularly  every  mouth 
at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  and  have  received  my  husband's  half  pa^-,  the  gen- 
tleman whom  I  saw  on  the  first  occasion  having  each  time  directed  the 
iwy  to  pay  it  to  me.  On  the  13th  day  of  November,  instant,  I  called,  as 
asnal,  at  Mr.  Jones's  office  for  my  husband's  half  pay,  when  the  boy  in- 
formed me  I  could  not  get  it  that  day,  and  must  call  on  the  following 
Mouday.  I  did  attend  on  the  following  Monday,  between  12  and  1  o'clock, 
and  the  boy  informed  me  that  he  could  not  pay  me  until  he  had  received 
a  reply  to  a  telegraphic  message  which,  had  been  sent  to  London.  I 
waited  at  the  office  until  nearly  five  that  evening,  when  the  boy  informed 
me  that  they  closed  the  office  at  six,  and  that  I  had  better  call  early 
uest  day.  On  the  followiug  day  I  was  taken  ill  and  unable  to  go.  Ou 
Saturday  last  my  husband  brought  a  receipt  for  the  last  half  pay,  and 
told  me  that  Mr.  Jones  would  not  pay  it  to  him  miless  I  signed  ttie  receipt, 
and  I  made  my  mark  t«  such  a  receipt  in  the  presence  of  my  mother-in- 
law.  The  letter  marked  B,  hereunto  annexed,  I  received  flx>m  my  hus- 
band while  he  was  in  Greenock,  and  the  letter  marked  C,  also  hereunto 
annexed,  I  received  from  him  while  he  was  on  board  the  Georgia, 

CECILLi  +  GLASSBROOK. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  24th  day  of  No- 
Tember,  1863,  this  affidavit  having  in  my  presence  been  previously  read 
over  to  the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same, 
and  Aiade  her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence. 

J.  BUSHELL, 
A  Commissions  to  Administer  OatJit  in  Chanoery  in  England. 
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April  7, 1863. 

Dbab  Wife:  I  coald  not  get  a  chance  to  ■write  to  yon  before,  t  did 
■write  one  letter  to  you.  I  hope  yon  got  it.  Dear  Celia,  I  have  shipped 
in  this  ship  and  got  £10  bounty,  and  £4  lOs.  per  month,  and  I  have  left 
you  half  pay.  When  you  receive  this  go  to  Jones's  office  and  you  will 
receive  £10^  and  he  will  give  you  half  pay,  and  ask  him  how  you  are 
goiug  to  write  to  me.  Dear  Celia,  when  you  get  this  money  start  in 
some  kind  of  business.  Give  m^  love  to  father  and  mother,  Stepiien  and 
uncle,  and  tell  them  I  hope  I  will  be  soon  home  again.  I  have  shipped 
for  the  war,  in  my  own  name.  I  have  not  got  time  to  say  more,  but  good- 
night and  God  bless  you.    I  remain  your  ever-loving, 

FEAlirCIS  GLASSBEOOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 

Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BUSHELL. 


Geeekock,  April  1. 
Dear  Wife;  I  have  arrived  safe  on  yesterday  about  3  o'clock  after 
a  good  passage.  We  have  not  heard  where  we  are  going  to  yet^  but  we 
think  we  are  going  to  Nassau,  or  else  to  meet  the  Alabama.  I  never  got 
ashore  yet,  so  I  did  not  get  the  money,  nor  did  I  see  Lizzie.  I  can't  tell 
when  we  are  going  to  sail.  Give  my  love  to  father,  mother,  Stephen, 
and  uncle. 

I  remain  yotir  loving  husband, 

F.  GLASSBROOK. 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "B,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook. 
Sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

J.  BT7SHELL. 

C. 

Seuf  Geobgu,  May  14,  1863. 
Dearest  Celia  :  Yon  mnst.be  very  auxioas  to  get  a  few  lines  fivn 
me  to  know  how  I  am  getting  on,  but  you  can  make  yourself  at  ease, 
for  I  am  very  well,  and  eoold  be  very  happy  if  I  could  hear  from  you,  or 
even  to  know  you  are  well  and  comfortable.  Dearest  Celia,  1  hope  yon 
had  no  trouble  to  get  the  money  from  Jones.  You  know  that  yon  was  to  re- 
wive  £3  10«.  ill  the  name  of  Frank  Rivers,  and  £10  in  that  of  Francis 
Glassbrook,  and  likewise  £2  5e.  a  month  half  pay.  Dearest  Celia,  I  am 
afraid  we  will  not  do  so  well  as  the  Alabama,  but  we  must  be  content 
I  should  like  to  hear  how  the  war  is  getting  on,  or  when  it  is  likely  to 
be  over.  We  shall  be  discharged  as  soon  as  it  is  done.  Yon  need  not 
fret  abont  me  being  taken  by  the  Yankees,  for  your  half  pay  goes  on 
still.  Dearest  Celia,  I  wish  you  to  go  to  Jones  and  ask  him  how  yon  are 
to  write  to  me,  and  he  will  put  you  in  the  way  of  writing  to  me.  I  hope 
my  father  and  mother,  Stephen,  and  uncle,  are  ■well.  I  dare  say  my  poor 
mother  is  fretting  about  me.  Bemember  me  to  your  sister  Anne  and 
her  children,  and  I  hope  she  has  heard  good  news  from  her  husband. 
I  hope  Stephen  is  a  good  boy  and  keeping  steady.  If  anything  shonld 
happen  to  him,  I  hoite  yon  will  look  to  my  mother  as  long  as  you  bare 
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a  shilling,  for  if  you  love  me  you  are  sure  to  be  kind  to  my  mother.  I 
don't  see  as  I  have  any  more  to  say  at  present,  only  that  "we  are  all  veil, 
and  ready  to  take  the  first  Yankee  ship  that  comes  in  our  vay.  I  dare 
say  there  is  a  great  talk  in  England  about  us,  but  the  newspapers  can 
tell  you  more  than  I  can, 
I  shall  conclude,  by  remaining  still  your  ever-loving  husband, 

FKANCIS  6LA9SBBOOK. 

V 

This  is  the  letter  marked  "C,"  referred  to  in  the  annexed  afBdavit  of 
Cecilia  Glassbrook,  sworn  before  me  this  24th  day  of  November,  1863. 

JOHN  BUSHELL. 


Deposition  of  Daniel  Conolly. 

I,  Daniel  Conolly,  of  17  Tenjple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  porter,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

About  three  weeks  after  my  son,  Benjamin  Conolly,  sailed  in  the 
steamer  Japan,  I  received  a  letter  through  the  post  office  from  Messrs. 
Jones  &  Co.,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  requesting  me  to  call  at  their 
office,  as  my  sou  Benjamin  had  sent  £9  for  me,  and  desiring  me  to  call 
for  the  money.  I  called  at  Jonss's  office  the  day  after  I  received  the  note, 
and  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  m^tacbe,  and  showed  him  the  letter,  when 
he  paid  me  the  money,  a  £5  note  and  £i  pounds  in  gold,  and  I  signed  a 
large  sheet  of  paper  containing  the  names  of  many  persons.  I  signed 
under  my  son's  name.  I  believe  this  paper  was  a  list  of  the  crew  of  the 
Japan.  The  note  had  the  name  Jones  &  Co.  written  on  the  back  of  it. 
I  got  the  note  changed  in  Dale^street.  The  gentleman  took  the  letter 
from  me  and  put  it  on  the  file. 

DANIEL  CONOLLY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  &c.,  30th  November,  1863,  before  me, 

J.  PEAESOK,  A  CommigsioneTj  t£c. 


Deposition  of  Eliza  ConoUy. 

I,  Eliza  Conolly,  of  17  Temple  Buildings,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  spinster,  make  oath  and  say  aa  follows: 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  iustant,  I  called  at  Mr.  Jone's  office, 
28  Chapet  street,  Liverpool,  to  inquire  whether  he  could  tell  me  where 
I  could  find  my  brother,  Benjamin  Conolly,  who  had  joined  the  steamer 
Japan,  when  1  saw  a  gentleman  with  a  mustache,  and  asked  him  if  that 
office  was  Mr.  Jobes's,  when  he  said  it  was.  I  then  asked  him  whether 
he  could  tell  me  if  my  brother,  Benjamin  Conolly,  hadjoined  his  ship  any 
day  this  week,  when  he  said  he  had  not ;  and  he  then  asked  what  was  my 
reason  for  inquiring,  when  I  replied  that  I  was  his  sister,  and  thought  it 
very  strange  that  he  bad  not  written  to  us,  and  I  also  told  him  that  my 
brother  had  promised  to  leave  my  father  half  pay.  I  then  told  him  that 
my  brother  had  left  home  between  6  and  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
Monday  last  to  join  his  ship,  when  the  gentleman  said  he  knew  that  he 
had,  and  that  he  had  sent  one  of  his  clerks  down  to  the  Havre  steamer 
to  see  him  and  Olassbrook  on  board,  and  that  they  got  £3  each  from 
'  hia  clerk  and  then  they  both  bolted.  He  then  called  an  elderly  gentle- 
man, and  said  to  him  that  I  was  inquiring  for  those  two  vagabonds  who 
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had  ran  avay  on  Monday.  He  then  asbed  me  whether  I  tuiew  OlaBsbrook, 
irheD  I  replied  that  I  did  not ;  and  he  eaid  I  had  better  go  to  Glassbrook's 
houae  aud  see  if  my  brother  was  there.  I  asked  for  Glassbroob's  address, 
and  he  began  to  writti  it  down,  when  the  elderly  gentleman  stopped  him 
and  said  he  was  not  to  give  it  to  me. 

ELI2A  CONOLLY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  connty  of  Lancaster,  this  30th  day  of  fTo- 
rember,  1863,  before  me, 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Oommiasioner  to  Administrator  Oaths  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  December  9, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
7th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  couanl  at 
Liverpool,  covering  a  nomber  of  depositions,  which  you  state  all  go  to 
eat-ablish  in  the  clearest  manner  the  existence  of  a  regular  office  at  lAwec- 
pool  for  the  enlistment  and  payment  of  British  subjects,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  war  against  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  papers  shall  be 
considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  foe,  wiU)  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  homble  servant,         , 


CHABLEfi  Fbanois  Adahs,  Esq.,  die,  Ac,  &c. 


KUSSELL. 


Mr.  Seaard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  790.J  Depaetmemt  of  State, 

Washington,  December  21,  1863. 

ScB  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Dudley,  our  consul  at  Liv- 
erpool, bearing  date  the  itb  instant,  (No.  191,)  with  numerous  accom- 
paniments relative  to  the  Creorgia,  formerly  called  the  Japan,  and  sub- 
sequently the  Virginia.  He  Informs  me  that  be  has  sent  copies  of  the 
affidavits  in  the  case  to  you. 

Tou  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with  Mr,  EvarCS  upon  the  subject,  and 
exercise  your  judgment  as  to  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  the  parties 
implicated  in  the  transactions  disclosed  by  the  depositions ;  and  yon 
will  also,  if  you  deem  it  advisable,  use  the  facts  established  therein  in 
support  of  my  dispatch  of  yesterday,  No.  789. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohables  Fbahois  Adams,  Esq.,  dec,  4bo.,  4b6. 

[Mr.  Dudley's  dispatch  above  referred  to  is  the  same  in  substance  as 
his  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  dated  DecembM  1, 1863 ;  it  is  inc^wed  with 
Mr.  Adams's  dispatch  to  Mr.  Seward,  No.  5B5,  December  H,  T  — 
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Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Bxtnwt.! 

No.  204.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  January  5, 1864. 
Snt:  A  lawyer  residing  in  tliig  town,  by  the  name  of  Bateson,  called 
upon  Mr.  Sqnarey,  my  attorney,  yesterday,  and  informed  him  that  be 
had  been  directed  "by  the  Crown  to  prosecnte  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co., 
No.  28  Chapel  street,  for  fitting  out  and  enlisting  tlie  crew  for  the  con- 
federate steamer  Georgia ;  stated  that  copies  of  the  affidavits,  which  I 
took,  (and  copies  of  which  I  sent  the  department  in  dispatch  2So.  194,) 
had  been  placed  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  wished  us  to  bring  forward 
and  procure. the  witnesses.  Fortunately  we  have  them  all  here.  The 
only  way  to  keep  seafaring  men  on  shore  is  to  pay  them  the  same  wages 
they  would  earn  if  at  sea.  I  had  taken  this  precaution.  The  prosecu- 
tion of  these  parties,  if  conducted  vigorously  with  the  \iew  of  eonvict 
ing  them,  will  do  more  to  break  up  these  expeditions  and  fitting  out  ef 
vessels  in  this  country  than  anything  else.  We  shall  soon  have  an 
opporttmity  of  seeing  whether  they  are  in  enruest,  or  merely  doing  it 
to  satisfy  us,  without  any  desire  to  courict  the  offenders.  I  have  in- 
stmcted  Mr.  Squarey  to  aid  them,  and  placed  my  detective  force  at  their 
disposal.  I  have  several  other  witnesses  besides  those  mentioned  in  the 
affidavits,  who  are  ready  to  testify  against  these  parties.  Within  the 
past  ten  days  this  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.  have  sent  fiMjm  here  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  men  to  the  Georgia  and  Florida. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY, 
Hon.  Welliam  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


No.  576.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Jantiary  15, 1864. 
Sm:         •«•••• 

I  transmit  likewise  copies  of  my  note  to  him  of  the  11th  instant,  of 
Mr.  Dudley's  to  me  of  the  9th,  and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Mat- 
thews of  the  same  date,  establishing  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co. 
in  enlisting  men  in  this  kingdom  to  make  war  on  the  United  States.  I 
also  inclose  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  of  the  same  of  the 
13th  instant. 

Z  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


^dbyCoogle 


BEBEL  CBUIfiEBS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RuiaeU. 


Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  11, 1864. 
My  Lobd:  I  hftve  the  honor  to  submit  to  yonreonBiderationtiie  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Dudley,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  the  deposition  of  Thomas  Matthews,  going  most  clearly  to  estab- 
Ush  the  proof  of  the  agency  of  Messrs.  Jones  &  Go.  in  entistiiig  and 
paying  British  subjectB  in  this  kingdom  to  oarty  on  war  against  the 
United  States. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c., 

I  GHABLB8  FBA2TCIS  AJ)AMS. 

Itight  Hon.  Eabl  Busbell,  i&c,  &c.,  &e. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

United  States  Oonsdlatk, 

Liverpool,  January  9, 1861. 

Sm:  Referring  to  dispatches  fhjm  myself  to  yon,  one  dated  December 
1, 1803,  aiid  the  other  on  the  6th  instant,  and  the  connection  of  Jonee 
&  Co.,  of  28  Chape)  street,  Liverpool,  in  fitting  out  the  pirate  Georgia 
and  enlisting  men  in  Liverpool  for  this  vessel,  I  have  now  to  inform  yoB 
that  this  same  firm,  in  connection  with  one  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eusiace 
street,  in  Liverpool,  an  Englishman,  t>eIongiiig  to  the  naval  reserve,  oo 
the  2dth  of  December  last,  enlisted  in  Liverpool  for  the  said  stc^nei 
Georgia,  now  at  Cherbourg,  and  the  steamer  Florida,  now  at  Brest, 
some  twenty-one  British  seamen,  and  on  the  same  day  conveyed  them 
from  Liverpool  in  a  steamer  bound  for  Havre.  I  inclose  yon  a  copy  of 
Thomas  Matthews'  affidavit,  one  of  the  men  that  shipped  and  went  bi 
Havre,  establishing  the  above  facta.  Ton  will  see  that  two  of  the  meo 
so  shipped,  named  G«orge  King  and  Thomas  Smith,  belong  to  the  naval 
reserve.  The  affidavit  also  discloses  the  fact  that  the  firm  of  Jones  & 
Co.  paid  half  the  wages  earned,  by  the  witness,  while  on  board  of  the 
Georgia,  to  his  wife  here  in  Liverpool,  the  last  payment  of  which  was 
made  to  her  on  the  13tii  of  December  last,  while  herhasbandwasatbis 
home  in  Liverpool;  and  that  they  have  been  boarding  the  men  from  this 
vessel,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  here  in  Liverpool  since  the  vessel  has 
been  at  Cherbourg. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 

Hon.  Cbables  Fbancis  Adams, 

United  States  Minister. 


Deposition  of  Thomas  Matthews. 

I,  Thomas  Matthews,  of  No.  37  Oloncester  street,  Liverpool,  p»nter, 
make  oath  and  say;  In  the  month  of  March,  1863, 1  was  lodging  with 
Mr.  Charles  Mattman,  of  Eustace  street,  Liverpool,  and  was  informed 
by  him  that  there  was  a  chance  for  me  to  go  to  China  in  the  J^»&n,  for 
a  two  years'  voyage.  I  understood  that  the  vessel  was  not  going  to 
China,  although  she  would  be  entered  oat  for  that  place..  He  also  tdA 
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me  that  there  was  a  good  chauce  for  me  to  make  plenty  of  money.  I 
agreed  to  go  jd  her,  and  Mr.  Mattmau  and  myself  left  Liverpool  for 
Greenock,  where  the  Japan  was  lying.  About  the  28th  or  29th  of  March 
last  I  signed  articles  for  two  years,  at  £4  lOs.  a  mouth,  and  joined  .the 
Japan  on  the  1st  of  April.  We  left  Greenock  on  the  2d  of  April,  and 
after  we  had  been  at  sea  about  eight  or  nine  days  we  fell  in  with  a  small 
steamer  called  the  Alar,  which  followed  us  to  Ushant  Bay,  where  we 
took  in  cases  of  arms  and  ammunition  from  her.  Mr.  Jones,  of  Chapel 
street,  Liverpool,  came  on  board  the  Japan  from  the  Alar,  with  several 
men  who  agreed  to  join  us.  We  signed  articles  again,  to  serve  on  the 
Japan  in  the  confederate  service,  and  were  each  paid  £10  bounty  npon 
signing  articles.  Mr.  Jones  brought  the  bounty  money  with  him, 
which  was  paid  to  us  by  Mr.  Curtis,  the  parser.  I  asked  Mr.  Jones 
if  I  could  have  half  pay  tbr  my  wife,  when  he  said  I  coold,  and  that 
he  would  arrange  that  when  he  arrived  home.  Mr.  Mattmau,  who 
iff  a  naval  reserve  man,  also  joined  the  Japan  as  boatswain.  After  we 
had  signed  articles  I  was  ordered  to  paint  over  the  name  of  Japan, 
and  the  vessel  was  then  called  the  Georgia.  Mr.  Jones  returned 
in  the  small  steameT,  and  we  then  commenced  our  cruise,  during 
which  we  captured  and  destroyed  several  United  States  vessels 
and  ransomed  several  others.  We  returned  to  Cherboorg,  in  France, 
for  repairs,  and  about  the  6th  or  Ttlt  of  December  last  I  got  leave 
of  absence  for  eight  days,  and  was  paid  £1  58,  Before  leading,  I 
asked  the  purser  to  whom  I  was  to  apply  in  Liverpool  for  money  to  pay 
my  passage  back  to  Havre,  when  he  directed  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Jones^ 
office,  Chapel  street^  Liverpool,  for  the  money,  and  that  he  would  write 
Mr.  Jones  to  that  effect.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  my  leave  of 
absence  I  called  at  Mr.  Jones's  office,  where  I  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the 
boatswain.  I  saw  one  of  the  clerks  in  Jones's  ofiKce,  who  told  me  that 
they  had  received  a  letter  for  my  passage  money  to  be  paid  to  Havre, 
and  that  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt  were  both  ftom  home,  and  that  I 
must  call  again  in  a  day  or  two.  I  called  several  times  without  being 
able  to  see  eiMier  Mr.  Jones  or  Mr.  Hyatt  until  Saturday,  the  27th  of 
December  last,  when  I  called  and  saw  both  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Hyatt. 
Mr.  Hyatt  asked  me  what  I  wanted.  I  told  him  that  I  had  come  to  join 
the  ship.  He  said,  "What  shipt"  I  told  hiTn  the  confederate  steamer 
Georgia,  now  lying  at  Cherbourg.  He  then  asked  me  what  was  my 
Dame,  and  upon  my  telling  him,  he  saidtheyhadaletter  directing  them, 
to  pay  my  fare  round  to  Havre,  and  he  read  the  letter  over  to  me ;  in 
substance,  the  purport  of  the  letter  was  that  they  should  pay  my  fare 
round  to  Cherbourg,  but  were  not  to  give  me  any  money.  While  the 
letter  was  being  read  over  to  mcj  Robert  Broadway,  one  of  the  Georgia's 
crew,  was  in  their  ofBce  along  with  Mr.  Thomson,  of  Pitt  street,  Liver- 
pool, publican  and  boarding-honse  keeper.  Mr.  Jones  then  told  me  that 
he  was  supposed  to  know  nothing  about  either  me  or  the  ship,  so  that  I 
knew  how  to  act;  and  that  there  were  people  in  the  town  ready  to  pick 
up  fuy  information  about  us.  Mr.  Hyatt  then  told  me  to  be  at  the 
Havre  steamer  on  the  following  Monday  morning  at  11  o'clock,  and  that 
either  he  himself  or  some  one  else  would  be  there  to  pay  my  fare  and  see 
me  off.  I  went  to  the  Havre  steamer  as  directed,  on  the  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  there  saw  Mr.  Mattman,  the  boatswain.  I  had  a  Mend  with 
me  who  had  come  to  see  me  off,  when  Mr.  Mattman  called  me  aside  and 
asked  me  if  he  was  not  a  detective.  I  told  him  that  he  was  not;  when 
he  said,  "All  right,  I  must  take  care  what  I  am  doing."  I  then  asked 
Mr.  Mattman  whether  he  was  going  to  pay  my  passage  ronnd  to  Cher- 
bourg, when  he  said,  "Yea,  I  am  going  round  to  the  ship  myseU."  rl 
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then  Trent  on  board  the  steamer  with  him,  and  he  arranged  abont  my 
passage  money,  and  wa  left  Liverpool  the  same  day  for  Havre.  What 
I  got  on  board  I  saw  Bobert  Broadway  and  abont  nineteen  or  twenty 
other  meo.  All  these  men  were  in  Mr.  Mattman's  charge,  but  part  of 
them  were  bronght  down  by  Mr.  Edward  Campbell,  of  Kegent  street, 
boardiog-hOTise  keeper.  Mr.  Mattman  paid  their  fares  to  Havre.  Mr. 
Mattimau  told  methatpartof  these  men  were  for  the  confederate  steamer 
Florida,  and  part  for  toe  Oeorgia.  We  turived  at  Havre  on  the  31st  of 
December,  where  I  left  the  party,  bnt  the  rest  proceeded  to  the  Albioo 
Hotel  there,  and  staid  the  night,  and  on  the  let  of  Jannarj',  instmt, 
started  for  Cherbourg.  I  left  Havre  on  the  4th  of  January  and  arrived 
in  Liverpool  on  the  7th.  During  my  last  visit  to  Jones's'  office,  while 
Broadway  and  Thomson  were  there^  Thomson  said  to  Mr.  Hyatt,  this 
man  (meaning  Broadway)  owes  me  £1  IZs.  for  two  weeks'  hoard.  Hyatt 
asked  if  this  was  right,  when  Broadway  said,  "Yes."  Hyatt  men 
said  to  one  of  the  clerks  at  the  desk,  "Pay  this  man  £1 12a.  and  t^eU 
receipt."  He  then  said,  "Ko,  we  will  not  pay  it  him  now;  make  out  « 
bill  and  bring  it  on  Monday,  after  the  man  has  gone,  and  we  will  then 
pay  it."  My  wife  has  called  regularly  everj-  month,  while  I  was  serving 
on  the  Georgia,  at  Jones's  office  and  received  my  half  pay  there;  and 
she  received  the  last  i)ayment  on  the  13th  of  December  last,  £2  10*, 
while  I  was  at  home.  Two  of  the  men  who  went  round  with  as  to  Havre, 
named  George  King  anjl  Thomas  Smith,  were  naval  reserve  men,  belong- 
ing t«  the  Eagle,  now  l.^ing  at  Liverpool.  On  the  4th  or  5th  of  Hovem- 
her  last,  while  we  were  lying  at  Cherbourg,  I  asked  Captain  Maniy  tot 
some  money,  when  he  said  he  woold  write  to  the  agents  in  Liverpool  to 
pay  my  wife  £10.  And  I  wrote  to  my  wife  to  call  at  Jones's  office  fat 
it,  which  she  did,  and  Mr,  Hyatt  paid  her  the  money. 

THOMAS  MATTHEW& 

Bwom  at  Liverpool  dth  of  Jauuary,  1864,  .before 

JOHN  BUSHELL, 
A  Commissioner^  c£e. 

Earl  £w8««U  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEiGK  Office,  January  13,  1861 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  id 
the  11th  instant,  and  its  inclosnres,  respecting  the  alleged  engagemeol 
of  seamen  at  Liverpool  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate 
States,  and  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  lost  no  time  in  forwarding 
your  letter  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Mf^esty's  government. 
I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c., 

BUSSELL 
Charles  Frakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  c&c.,  £e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  215.]  United  Stateb  Consttlatb, 

Jjiverpool,  Jantuny  19, 1864. 
Sib  :  In  my  hurry  to  get  off  my  dispatch  No.  212  by  the  steanier  on  Sat- 
urday last,  I  made  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  defeodant  that  was  bonnd 
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over  to  appear  at  tbe  assizes  in  the  case  against  Jones  &  Oo.  for  enlist- 
ing men  for  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia.  It  was  Robert  Higbat, 
and  Dot  John  Jones,  tbat  was  held  to  bail.  Tbe  latter,  it  is  said,  has  leli 
Liverpool.  A  warrant  is  out  tbi  his  arrest,  bat  up  to  the  present  tiibe 
has  not  been  executed. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Budle}/  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[ExteMt.] 

ITo.  219. 1  United  States  ConstTLATE, 

Liverpool,  January  27, 1864. 
Sib:  ••#••• 

John  Jones,  and  his  clerk  Wilding,  of  the  honse  of  Jones  &  Co.,  two 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  tbe  fitting  out  and  enlisting  men  for  the 
steamer  Georgia,  and  against  whom  warrants  were  taken  ont  on  Satur- 
day last,  gave  themselves  np  to  the  authorities,  and  are  to  have  a  hear- 
ing to-day  before  the  same  magistrate  tbat  bound  over  the  other  defmd- 
ant. 

*  •  •  •  a  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOWCAS  H.  DUDLET. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[Entraet.] 

No.  274.J  United  States  Cokbdlate, 

lAverpool,  May  4, 18G4. 
Sill:  •       •         #  -  ■  •  • 

Tlie  pirate  steamer  Georgia  arrived  at  this  port  early  last  Monday 
morning,  anchored  in  the  river  opposite  the  town,  and  iu  the  evening 
went  into  the  docks  at  Birkenhead^  I  scarcely  need  remind  you  that 
this  is  tbe  same  vessel  that  was  fitted  out  on  the  Clyde  by  the  English 
house  of  Jones  &  Co.,  Cbapel  sti-eet,  in  Liverpool,  one  of  the  memlxa^  of 
which,  Thomas  Bold,  owned  her  at  the  time  she  sailed,  and  continued 
as  her  owner  up  to  the  23d  of  June  last,  during  which  time  she  was  cap- 
turing and  burning  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  She  sailed  from  tbe  Clyde  under  the  British  dag.  Most  of  her 
crew  were  sliippeil  in  Liverpool;  and  since  her  cruise  commenced,  the 
tiamilies  of  tbe  men  have  been  paid  monthly  by  this  firm  of  Jones  &  Co., 
at  their  ofBce  in  Liverpool,  the  half  part  of  the  wages  eamwl  by  the  men 
serving  on  board  tbe  vessel.  Tbe  report  that  is  generally  believed  is, 
that  she  bas  proved  herself  unfitted  for  the  business,  and  has  cotiie  here 
to  discharge  her  crew  and  be  sold.    Tbe  officers  are  to  be  entertained 
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by  the  merchants  belonging  to  the  "Boathern  Oliib"  this  evemng.    lu- 
cloaure  Ko.  2  contains  slips  cut  from  newspapers  of  yesterday,  and  three 
slips  cat  from  the  papers  of  this  morning,  referring  to  this  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  ' 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  679.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  May  5, 1864. 

Sm:  The  steamer  Japan,  latterly  known  as  the  Georgia,  made  her 
appearance  in  the  Mersey  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  instant.  Yon  will 
probably  receive  such  ftiU  advices  of  her  proceedings  since  that  time, 
fix>m  onr  vigilant  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  I  do  not  deem  it  necessarj- 
to  detail  them.  Thus  far  I  have  not  seen  my  way  to  make  it  the  basis 
of  any  representation  or  remonstrance  with  the  government.  Since  Lord 
Bnssell  virtimlly  assnmed  the  position  that  a  fraud  on  neutrality,  if  suc- 
cessfully completed,  is  at  once  entitled  to  recx>gnition  aa  a  legitimate 
transaction,  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  waste  auy  more  discussion  on  it 
The  probabilities  are  that  this  vessel  did  not  venture  to  come  here  with- 
out having  strong  reason  to  presume  that  she  would  not  meet  with  any 
repulse.  I  have  no  doubt  that  her  whole  outfit  and  exi)edition  have 
proved  an  expensive  failure.  An  endeavor  will  be  made  to  convert  the 
sums  absorbed  in  her  to  some  more  effective  object.  Possibly  the  Alex- 
andra may  take  her  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon;  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adame  to  Mr  Seicard. 

No.  6S7.]  Legation  of  i-he  United  States, 

London,  May  13,  1864. 

SiB:  The  reports  made  from  Liverpool  of  the  movements  connected 
with  the  steamer  Georgia  have  been  of  so  singidar  a  character,  and  the 
government  here  had  suffered  them  to  go  on  with  an  appearance  of  sach 
utter  indiffei'ence,  that  on  Monday  last  I  made  up  my  mind  to  address  a 
note  to  Lord  Bussell,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Tester- 
day  I  received  from  his  hirdship  the  usual  form  of  acknowledgment,  a 
copy  of  which  is  also  sent. 

Mr.  Thomas  Baring  last  week  gave  notice  in  the  House  of  Commons 
of  a  motion  on  the  subject  of  this  vessel,  which  is  fixed  to  come  up  tJiis 
evening.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  lead  to  a  debate  of  some  interest.  I 
find  more  hope  is  entertained  in  some  quarters  of  an  effect  flx>m  it,  than 
I,  from  my  point  of  observation,  see  any  reason  to  indulge.  The  feet  is, 
nevertheless,  undeniable,  that  whilst  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  on 
the  continent  shall  continue,  the  meriantilo  interests  will  entertain  Si  " 
aoruples  of  distrust  of  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  that  has  beoi  pi 
toward  us  on  the  ocean.  ,    Cuxwlc 
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Should  anj  important  discnssion  eneae,  I  Bhall  transmit  a  report  of  it 
by  the  steamer  via  Queenstown,  in  the  usaal  course  of  the  mail. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAU  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  9, 1864. 

Mt  Lobd:  InfonnatioQ  has  been  received  at  this  legation  of  the  arri- 
val at  Liverpool,  in  the  night  of  lat  of  May,  of  the  steamer  formerly 
known  as  the  Japan.  ThlH  is  the  same  vessel  which,  whilst  registered 
and  held  in  the  name  of  Thomas  Bold,  a  British  snbject,  residing  at  Liv- 
erpool, was  armed  and  equipped  from  this  kingdom,  and  proceeded  to 
depredate  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  burning  and 
destroying  several  merchant  ships.  I  had  the  honor  to  call  your  lord- 
ship's attentioi)  to  this  subject  in  my  note  of  the  7th  July,  18(i3. 

It  now  appears  that  this  vessel,  having  assumed  the  name  of  t)ie 
Georgia  and  the  character  of  an  armed  ship  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
Unit^  States,  has  returned  to  Great  Britain,  at  Liverpool.  In  what 
character  she  has  been  received  I  have  not  yet  been  informed.  I  leant 
that  she  is  about  to  remain  for  an  indefinite  period,  the  men  having  been 
discharged.  I  scarcely  need  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that  it  has 
become  a  matter  of  interest  to  my  government  to  learn  whether  this  ves- 
sel assumes  the  right  to  remain  in  virtue  of  her  former  character,  or,  if 
received  in  her  later  one,  why  she  is  permitted  to  overstay  the  period  of 
time  specified  by  the  terms  of  her  Majesty's  proclamation.  As  she 
appears  to  have  come  directly  from  a  port  on  the  coast  of  France,  this 
apparent  intention  to  lay  up  would  seem  to  be  the  more  extraordinary. 

I  cannot  but  infetLfrom  the  course  previously  adopted  towards  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  that  any  such  proceeding,  if  taken 
by  one  of  them,  vpould  have  been  attended  with  an  early  request  from 
your  lordship  to  myself  for  an  explanation.  As  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  without  the  appearance  of  the 
smallest  interruption  of  her  operations,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty,  in  advance 
of  the  possibility  of  receiving  instructions  from  my  government,  not  to 
omit  to  make  this  representation  on  its  behalf. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 

*  CHARLES  FEANCIS  ADAMS. 

Eight  Hon.  Eabl  Eubsell,  <£c.,  ttc.,  die. 


Earl  BusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoBEioN  Office,  May  10, 1864. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  oi  the 
&th  instant,  calling  my  attention  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Georgilt 
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at  Liverpool,  aod  to  state  to  you  that  this  matter  shall  be  duly  consid- 
ered by  her  Majesty's  goveroment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  bigheet  considerataoD,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  aervant, 

BU88ELL.  . 

Ghables  F£a:4gis  Adaus,  Esq.,  dtc,  <£c.,  dc. 

Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 

No.  282.]  UNITED  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Mag  IS,  1864. 
Sik:  •  •  •  •  •      .  • 

The  Georgia  has  dischnrged  all  her  stores.  I  onderstabd  they  are  to 
be  sold  at  auction.  Mr.  Wilding,  the  first  elerk  of  Jones  &  Co.,  super- 
intended the  discharge.  She  now  has  but  two  officers  and  four  meu  on 
board,  and  is  still  lying  in  the  dock  at  Birkenhead, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

"      ■    yofS 


Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[Extract.] 

No.  694.]  Legation  op  the  TJktted  States, 

London,  May  19, 1864. 

Sm :  I  sent  you  last  week,  by  the  ordinary  post,  a  copy  of  the  Lon- 
don Times,  containing  a  report  of  the  debate  which  took  place  jn  the 
Commons  on  Friday,  the  13th  instant,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tbonufi 
Baring. 

Had  the  government  felt  itself  competent  to  the  assumption  of  any 
positive  policy,  here  would  have  been  an  excellent  opportunity.  Ilie 
general  effect  of  the  discussion,  as  well  as  the  gradual  progress  of  opin- 
ion of  the  commercial  classes,  had  paved  the  way  for  the  support  of  any 
measure  of  repression  of  the  proceedings  of  the  rebel  agents  and  their 
sympathizers  which  might  have  been  proposed.  The  ministry  shrunk 
back  from  the  occasion,  i)artly  from  its  innate  dread  of  anything  posi- 
tive, and  partly  from  a  sense  of  a  necessity  not  to  shake  the  feeble  base 
of  resistance  itlias  laid  against  our  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  conse- 
qaence  of  its  past  errors.  The  attorney  general,  in  his  singularly  pro- 
fessional speech,  was  candid  enough  to  admit  that  the  specter  of  the 
Alabama  stood  in  the  way  of  doing  what  might,  at  the  present  moment, 
be  just  in  itself  as  well  as  efltfective  in  the  prevention  of  future  abuses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLBS  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[For  report  of  debate  commented  on  see  Porliuneatary  and  Jodi- 
oial  Appendix,  No.  21.] 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


"So.  697.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  20, 18C4. 
*"  Sib  ;  By  iotollif^ence  receiveil  from  Mr.  Dudley,  as  well  aa  from  the 
public  newspapers,  I  learu  tbat  the  steamer  Qeorgia  U  advertised  for 
sale  at  Liverpool. 

Meanwhile  the  British  subjecta  enlisted  as  seamen  are  permitted  to 
remain  with  their  families  at  tbat  place  with  impunity.  It  is  only  the 
poor  Irishmen  taken  into  the  Kearsarge  at  Queenstown  who  have  been 
passed  through  the  formality  of  a  conviction  in  the  courts  fur  an  offense 
against  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELEa  FBAKCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WiLLUM  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

ITo.  938.]  Depaetmbnt  of  State, 

Washingt(m,  May  21, 1864. 

Snt :  Tour  dispatoh  of  the  5th  May,  Ko.  679,  states  that  the  pirate 
steamer  Japan,  now  known  as  the  Georgia,  has  returned  into  British 
waters,  but  that  you  have  not  yet  seen  your  way  clear  to  remonstrate 
with  her  Majesty's  government  against  ber  receiving  British  protection. 
It  is  not  intended  or  desired  to  overrnle  your  well-considered  judgment 
in  the  case.  But  when  we  remember  that  she  was  built,  equipped, 
armed,  and  manned  by  British  subjects,  in  a  British  port,  in  violation  of 
British  lawn,  to  make  war  against  the  United  States,  and  that  she  es- 
caped the  vigilance  of  her  Majesty's  government,  it  seems  to  us  quite 
clear  that  she  ought  to  be  detained  and  prevented  from  resuming  her 
piratical  occupation.  In  any  case,  I  trust  that,  unless  you  have  some 
good  reason  for  forbearance,  not  now  known  here,  you  will  at  least  not 
leave  her  Mi^jesty's  government  free  to  suppose  that  we  acquiesce  in  re- 
garding her  as  a  lawful  belligerent  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohableb  FBAitcis  Adams,  Esq.,  i&e.,  &c.,  <Ev. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adamg. 
[Extracta.] 

No.  966.]  Depaetment  of  State, 

Washington,  May  28, 1864. 
SiE:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  May  13,  No.  687.    The  Presi- 
dent is  especially  gratified  by  the  information  that,  without  having  yet 
received  my  late  instructions  concerning  the  Oewgia,  yoo  have  ad- 
dressed a  well-considered  remonstrance  to  her  M^esty's  govarument. 

I  do  not  know  that  you  can  do  anything  new  to  prevent 
45  A  C— VOL.  U 
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tionB,  bat  it  may  not  be  unwise  to  impiesa  upon  Earl  Boaaell's  miiid 
that  tbe  United  States  are  not  less  earnest  on  this  subject  now  than  they 
were  last  year,  when  we  remonstrated  so  stiongly  a^funst  the  oatcoming 
of  the  vessels  which  have  since  that  time  been  detained  at  Laird's  diip- 
yards.    , 

I  see,  bat  no  longer  with  sarprise  or  with  profound  concern,  that  tiie 
British  press  and  some  British  statesmen  have  once  more  fallen  into  tbe 
habit  of  assuming  that  oar  wtur  for  the  TTnion  has  failed,  aud  that  aa 
inglolioas  end  of  it  is  at  hand.  I  confess  that  we  are  looking  for  very 
different  results  of  the  campaign.  But  whatever  the  events  of  that 
campaign  may  be,  there  has  never  been  less  reason  than  there  is  now  to 
suppose  that  the  United  States  will  fail  either  to  maintain  their  integri^ 
against  insni^ents  or  to  defend  themselves  against  foreign  enemies. 
I  am,  sir,  youi  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED.. 

Chasles  Fbancib  Adaus,  Esq.,  dc.,  £e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adam»  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[EltTBOt.] 

No.  707.J  Legatioh  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  2, 1861 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  two  notes  of  mine  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  Russell,  dated    •    •    •    [andthe]28tbofMay,andcov- 
ering  a  niunbei  of  depositions  relating  to  enlistments  for  the  rebel  ves- 
sels.   His  lordship  has  as  yet  sent  me  an  acknowledgment  of  the  earUer 
one  only. 

•  •••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  :to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FRANCIS  ADAMa 
Hon.  WnxiAM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


'  Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  Ukited  States, 

London,  May  28, 1864. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  td  transmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion in  addition  to  those  heretofore  submitted  to  your  consideration,  imd 
corroboratiug  the  stateqtents  made  in  them.  Were  it  necessary  to  fai- 
ntsh  more  proof  of  the  same  kind,  I  have  reason  to  beUeve  that  a  consid- 
erable number  of  others  could  be  procured,  I  have  not  been  di^>osed 
to  burden  yonr  lordship  with  more  proof  than  is  necessary  to  establish 
the  fects  to  tbe  complete  satisfaction  of  her  M^eaty's  government. 

1  doubt  not  that  it  mast  be  obvious  to  your  lordship  that  if  this  sya- 
tem  of  priictioal  warfare  be  suffered  to  go  on  with  perfect  impnnity  to 
allthoseconcemedin  it  within  thiskingdom,  it  will  beuCterlyimpossibleftor 
the  government  of  the  United  States  to  endeavor  to  place  restrictions 
npon  nimilar  practices  in  America,  shonld  any  future  contingency  arise 
in  which  her  Majesty's  government  wonid  deem  it  nd^isable  to  renev 
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tlie  representatiouB  once  made,  on  the  2X8t  April,  in  the  year  1854,  whick 
were  at  that  time  met  in  the  most  friendly  apiriL  In  order  to  secure  th« 
performance  of  obligations  between  nations,  the  first  point  would  appear 
to  be  to  establish  an  impression  of  moral  certainty  that  they  are  matu- 
ally  reciprocal.  I  regret  to  feel  myself  compelled  to  admit  tlit*  fact  to 
your  lordship  that,  in  view  of  all  the  testimony  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  submit,  tliat  impression  on  the  side  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  has  been  seriously  impaired. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c. 

CHAELES  FEAHCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Easl  Bus^ll,  i6c.,  die.,  &o. 

[See  preceding  note,  printed  nnder  the  anbdivision  "  Bappahannock, " 
jpost.\ 

Dt^posiUon  of  Pa4ri<A  Shanly, 

I,  Patrick  Sbaoly,  of  13  Carlton  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Laucaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

About  the  21th  of  December  last^  a  fiiend  of  mine  met  me  in  the  street 
and  informed  tne  that  there  was  s  good  chance  for  me  to  join  the  steamer 
Georgia;  that  she  was  a  pirate,  and  I  would  be  paid  very  good  wages. 
He  then  asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  botuxJing-house 
keeper,  Begent  street,  Liverpool.  I  went  with  hiia  to  Campbell's  house, 
and  Campbell  told  me  that  he  hiwl  a  good  job  for  me  to  go  to; 
that  I  should  have  £7  a  month  and  £10  bounty,  and  one  month's  pay 
in  advance  when  I  Joined  the  ship;  that  he  did  not  know  then  which  oC 
the  steamers  I  would  be  required  to  join,  but  he  thought  it  waa  the 
Florida.  He  gave  me  instructions  to  endeavor  to  engage  other  hands  j 
that  I  was  to  offer  them  £5  a  mouth  and  £10  bounty,  I  called  upon 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Edward  Smyles,  Thomas  Asham,  John  Adamson,  and 
several  others,  and  informed  them  of  Mr.  Campbell's  offer,  when  they 
all  agreed  to  go  with  me,  and  I  took  them  down  to  Campbell's  bouse. 
Campbell  engaged  the  whole  of  these  men  upon  the  same  tei-ms  as  my- 
self except  as  to  wages,  he  only  agreeing  to  get  them  £6  a  month.  Ho 
gave  us  inatnictions  to  meet  him  under  the  arches  at  the  custom-house 
on  the  ;i7th,  and  we  all  attended  there ;  but  Campbell  did  not  keep  his 
appointment  with  us,  and  I  called  upon  him  to  know  the  reason,  when 
he  directed  me  to  bring  my  clothes  down  to  bis  house  and  hold  myself 
in  readiness  to  start  at  a  minute's  notice.  I  brought  my  clothes  down 
to  Campbell's  house  the  same  night,  and  bought  some  clothes  from  him, 
and  he  then  told  me  that  we  should  have  to  start  the  next  day,  and 
told  me  to  meet  him  and  the  other  nien  at  Anderson's  public  house.  I 
called  at  his  house  the  next  day  and  saw  Mrs.  Campbell,  who  produced 
a  paper  containing  the  names  of  the  men  who  bad  agreed  to  join,  and 
an  account  showing  that  I  was  indebted  to  Campbell  ia  £3  lOi.  6d. ;  £2 
Gd.  for  the  clothes  I  had  bought  and  £1 1U«.  which  I  had  to  pay  Camp- 
bell for  getting  me  the  job.  I  went  £rom  Campbell's  house  to  AodeE- 
son's  public  house,  where  I  saw  all  tlie  other  men  and  Campbell,  who 
paid  for  (Iriuks  for  us,  and  afterwards  took  us  down  to  the  Havre  boat, 
lying  in  the  Wellington  dock,  and  he  paid  our  tare  to  Havre,  he  coming 
with  us.  We  arrived  on  the  Slst  December,  and  were  taken  by  Camp- 
bell on  board  another  steamer,  and  afterwards  to  a  railway  station,  and 
Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Cherbourg,  where  we  arrived  the  same  night, 
Cami)bell  took  us  to  a  hotel  there,  and  we  staid  the 'whole  of  that 
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night  and  part  of  the  next  day.  On  the  evening  of  the  next  day  Gamp^ 
'bell  tool£  ns  ii>  a  boat  on  board  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia,  vhicli 
was  lying  off.  They  gave  each  of  ns  a  blanket,  and  we  slept  on  board 
of  her  ail  night.  "We  remained  on  board  the  Georgia  about  fonr  or  five 
Vbeks  before  we  were  called  npon  to  agn  articles,  when  we  were  called 
aft  and  the  articles  were  read  over  to  ns  to  the  effect  that  we  were  going 
Ito  bnm  and  destroy  vessela  of  the  United  States.  Myself,  Lloyd,  Smylea, 
Asham  and  Anderson  signed  articles,  and  Captain  Maary  asked  ns  if 
Campbell's  accounts  were  correct,  when  we  told  him  they  were,  and  we 
received  onr  bounty  money  less  the  amount  payable  to  Campbell.  Five 
of  the  men  engaged  were  not  required,  and  they  left  the  ship.  We  left 
Cberbonrg  about  the  first  week  in  February,  and  proceeded  to  the  island 
of  Barbara,  where  we  lay  about  three  weeka.  From  there  we  went  to 
Bordeans,  and  from  there  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  2d 
May  InstanL  and  we  steamed  into  the  Birkenhead  great  float  on  the 
Cheshire  side  »f  the  Mersey.  After  we  had  made  the  ship  fast,  the  cap 
tein  told  OS  to  come  down  to  the  ship  in  a  day  or  two,  when  we  woold 
be  paid  off.  I  was  paid  off  about  the  5th  or  6th.  The  first  lieutenant 
naked  me  to  stand  by  the  ship  and  assist  to  keep  the  engines  iu  order, 
which  I  did  not  do,  being  tired  of  the  service.  I  called  at  Campbell's 
house  OQ  the  13th  May,  when  he  engaged  me  to  join  another  steamer, 
and  he  gave  me  directions  to  look  after  some  other  men  to  join  the  same 
boat,  which  he  said  waft  going  out  for  the  same  purpose.  I  called  npon 
John  Fleming  and  told  him  to  go  to  Campbell's  house  and  he  would  be 
most  likely  to  get  a  job.  I  told  Fleming  to  try  aiid  get  other  men,  and 
}ie  told  Manrice  Breen  and  Barnard  Cassidy,  and  they  were  engaged  by 
Campbell.  £  took  my  bag  down  to  Campbell's  house  on  the  Suads; 
arranged  for  our  leaving,  the  15th  instant,  bat  I  afterwards  changed 
uiy  mind  and  declined  going  again. 

P.  SHASLY. 
Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  25th  day  of  May,  1861,  before  ma 
HENET  0.  DUMALL, 
A  Commissioner  to  Adminiater  Oatlit  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 
[Eitroct.] 

JJo.  978.J  Depaetment  of  State, 

Wtuhintiton,  June  3, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  dis- 
pat4jh  of  the  19th  of  May,  No.  694.    It  is  to  be  very  sincerely  regretted 
that  the  ministry  failed  to  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  offered  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Baring  to  set  itself  upright  on  the  appeal  for  Che  enforce- 
ment of  neutrality  In  regard  to  naval  expeditions  &om  British  ports. 
Should  our  campaign  prove  fortunate,  the  ministry,  if  it  survive  tbe 
present  crisis,  will  probably  regret  their  shortcoming  .even  more  pro- 
foundly than  we  do.    The  speech  of  the  attorney  general  was  very  an- 
aatisfactory  to  the  people  of  this  country.    I  doubt  whether  it  will,  in 
the  end,  be  any  more  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain. 
•  •••••••• 

I  am,  rtr,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Chables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t£o.,  (t-c,  t&e.^     ^  Ca>(>q[c 
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Mr.  inward  to  Mr.  Adama. 


So.  979.]  Depabtstent  op  State, 

Washington,  June  3, 1864. 
SiE :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  20th  of  May,  No.  697,  has  beeu  received. 
Would  it  not  he  well  to  let  Earl  Eussell  uiiderstaml  that  we  are  unable  to, 
comprehend  the  reaaou  why  the  crew  of  tlie  Georgia  are  left  unmolested, 
while  the  Irishmen  who  secreted  theiiisehjes  on  board  the  Kearsarge. 
seeking  to  eirlist  in  our  service,  have  been  prosecuted  and  convicted  f 
It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  Georgia  will  ceacie  her  depredations, 
from  inability  to  continue  them.  The  Niagara  sailed  yesterday.  Aa- 
aarances  received  from  France  that  American  piratical  ships  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  go  to  sea  in  that  character  reliev'e  us  from  the  necessity  of 
sending,  at  present,  any  other  naval  force  into  European  waters. 
I  am,  air,  your  obedient  serraiit, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Charles  Fbakcis  Adams,  Esq.,  d-c,  d;c.,  die. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  292.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  3, 1864. 
Sm:    ••*•••• 

I  learned  yesterday  that  the  pirate  st«amer  Georgia  had  been  sold- 
This  morning  a  notice  of  the  sale  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  Commerce 
Inclosore  No.  1  is  the  slip  containing  the  notice  cut  from  that  paper. 
I  have  to-day  made  inquiry^  and  find  the  report  true.  Edward  Bates,  a 
shipping  merchant  of  Liverpool,  a  strong  rebel  sympathizer,  and  one 
who,  if  reports  be  true,  has  contributed  in  more  than  one  instance  to  aid 
and  assist  the  insurgents  in  their  cfi'orts  to  destroy  our  government,  has 
become  the  purchaser.  The  armaneut  is  reserv'ed,  no  doubt,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  ased  on  some  other  piratical  craft.  It  is  said  she  is 
to  go  into  the  China  tntde,  and  resume  the  JJritiah  flag.  This  is  all  I 
have  been  able  to  learn. 
•  •••■••  • 

I  am,  sir,  year  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Wu-LUM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  712.]  Legation  op  the  United  States, 

LoKdoit,  June  10,  1864. 

Sib:  In  regard  to  the  observations  contained  in  your  dispatch  No. 

968,  upon  the  substance  of  my  No.  679,  relating  to  tlie  steamer  Japan, 

alias  the  Georgia,  I  need  only  remark  that  the  next  steamer  must  have 

brought  to  you,  with  my  dispatch  No.  687,  a  copy  of  the  note  I  addressed 
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to  Lord  Bnosell  on  that  eabject.    I  trust  it  otay  have  answered  Hie  pur- 
pose you  desired  to  see  accomplished.  , 

Since  that  time  s  sale  at  the  Georgia  is  reported  to  have  been  effected 
in  Liverpool.  I  thought  the  occasion  a  suitable  one  to  enter  a  protest 
against  the  validity  of  the  transfer.  A  cop;  of  my  note  to  Lonl  Bus- 
sell,  of  the  7th  instant,  on  that  subject  is  herewith  transmitted,  togetho 
with  one  of  his  reply. 

His  lordship  is  evidently  so  much  absorbed  in  the  vortex  of  the  con- 
ference that  he  bas  little  iublinatlon  to  enter  into  other  questiona  just 
now.  To  bim  the  sale  of  that  vessel  was  undoubtedly  a  great  rehet  It 
kept  before  him  the  worst  question  of  them  all. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBASCIS  ADAHa 

Hon,  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  o/  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Legatiok  of  the  United  States, 

London,  June  7, 1864. 

Mt  Loed;  I  have  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
Liverpool,  information  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  a  transfer,  p«i- 
portiug  to  be  a  sale,  bus  been  made  of  the  steamer  heretofore  knovn  as 
the  Japan,  alias  the  Georgia,  by  the  iusurgents  or  tbeir  agents  at  that 
port 

In  such  a  contingency,  I  muSt  pray  your  lordship's  pardon  if  I  take 
the  liberty  to  renew,  in  this  case,  the  observations  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  submit  in  my  note  of  tbe  14th  of  March  of  last  year,  on  the  ease  of  the 
steamer  Sumter,  alias  the  Gibraltar.  On  behalf  of  my  govcmmeut,  I 
feel  it  my  duty,  in  consonance  with  tbe  practice  heretofore  adopted  by 
Great  Britaiu,  to  decline  to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  sale  of  His 
armed  vessel,  heretofore  engaged  in  carrying  on  war  against  tbe  people 
of  the  United  States,  in  a  uentral  port,  and  to  claim  tbe  right  of  seizing 
it  wherever  it  may  be  found  on  tbe  high  seas, 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assui-ances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most  ■ 
obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  d^.,  <£c.,  d-c. 


Earl  BusaeU  to  Mr.  Adam*. 

FoBEio-N  Office,  June  8, 1861. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rweipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia  at  Liverpool. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL 

Charles  Feancis  Adams,  Esq.,  die,  d-c.,  <£c. 

,  .dbCJOOgIc 
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Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 


Not  715.]  Legation  of  the  TJmTBD  States, 

Xondon,  June  10, 1864. 
Sib:  In  connection  Tritli  my  No.  707,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  trans- 
mit copies  of  two  notea  received  from  Lord  Euasell  in  reply  to  two  of 
mine,  copies  of  wliich  were  iijrwftrded  witli  that  dispatch. 
I  have  the  liouor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sen-ant, 

CHABLEa  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiA3f  H.  Seward, 


Harl  Bvssett  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FOBEIGN  OppICE,  June  1, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the 
30th  ultimo,  iuclosing  a  copy  of  a  deposition  made  by  Patrick  Shanly 
respecting  the  enlistment  of  British  subjects  at  Liverpool  for  the  service 
of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States ;  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoo 
that  the  same  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bumble  servant, 

EUSSELL. 
Chables  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  dx.,  <£c.,  die. 

[For  other  note  see  subdivision  "EaQpahanuock,"  jw**.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1007.]  Depaktment  of  State, 

Washington,  June  27, 1864. 
Sib  :  Tour  dispatch  of  the  10th  of  June,  No.  712,  is  received,  together 
with  a  copy  of  your  protest  adilressed  to  Earl  Bussell,  against  the 
validity  of  the  sale  of  the  pirate  ship  Georgia.  The  proceeding  is 
approved,  and  notice  thereof  has  been  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
ChabI£S  Fbakcis  Abacus,  Esq.,  dx.,  d;e.,  &c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Sacard. 
[Eitract.l 

No.  320.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Julj/  23,  1864. 
Sir:  ••••••• 

The  Creorgia  has  left  the  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  has  had  her 
bottom  cleaned,  and  her  engines  overhauled,  and  gone  into  the  Queen's 
dock  at  Liverpool,  a  dock  very  seldom  used  by  8t«amera      ,  -  , 
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Yon  have  already  been  advised  that  she  vaa  sold  to  Mr.  Edward 
Bates,  and  registered  in  his  name  as  a  British  vesseL  Yon  have  also 
been  informed  who  and  what  sort  of  mHU  Mr.  Bates  is. 

Si»  being  the  pnrcbaser  was  in  iteelf  suspicions,  bat  he  has  a  consid- 
erable trade  with  China,  and  it  wa«  said  he  was  going  to  send  her  there. 

Within  the  last  few  days  circamstances  hare  traDspired  to  create  dis- 
trust. On  the  13th  July,  and  aubseqnently,  an  advertisement,  of  which 
a  copy  was  sent  to  you,  api>eared  in  the  Liverpool  Courier,  intimatiDg 
that  communications  respectiug  claims  for  pay  due  to  deceased  seamen 
of  the  Alabama  were  to  be  addressed  to  a  Mr.  B.  W.  Curtis.  ,  Tliis  Cur- 
tis, as  far  as  I  can  leam,  is  a  confederate  agent,  and  I  find  that  he  is  in 
communication  with  Mr.  Bates.  Persons  &om  Jones  &  Co.  (of  which 
Thomas  Bold,  the  former  owner  of  the  Gieorgia,  is  a  member)  hare  bees 
seen  on  board  as  if  in  authority,  and  the  foreman  of  the  graving  doc^ 
where  she  was  overhauled,  has  been  heard  to  say  that  she  would  go  out 
on  her  old  business. 

Certainly  nothing  has  yet  occnrred  in  the  way  of  alteration,  strength- 
ening, or  the  like,  to  foruish  a  motive  for  going  throngh  the  form  of  sale^ 
&C.J  and  it  may  be  all  right,  but  the  circumstances  mentioned  are  sus- 
picious, and  I  tbiuk  we  must  not  be  too  sure. 

•  ••a*  ••• 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  Tiee-Contnl. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Mr.  WUdihg  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Extract.] 

No.  324.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  August  3, 1861. 
Sm:        •*•#•• 
On  Saturday,  the  30th,  the  Georgia  was  entered  at  the  cnstoln-hoiise 
to  load  for  Lisbon  and  Africa,  W.  C,  by  E.  Bates.    I  never  heard 
before  of  Mr.  Bates  having  any  trade  with  Africa,  and  dont  believe 
she  is  going  there,  but  on  her  old  business;  of  that,  however,  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  Ur  procure  any  very  good  evidence. 

Such  as.1  have  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  my  sn^i- 
cions  about  her.    I  shall  heep  a  close  watch  on  her,  and  report  ha 
movements  to  Mr.  Adams. 

•  •••••••• 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  WILDING,  Yiee-Contul. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  8&card. 

No.  768.1  Leoatioh  of  the  United  States, 

London,  August  4, 1864. 
Sm ;  In  consequence  'of  a  representation  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Wilding, 
the  vice^nsul  at  Liverpool,  as  to  the  outfit  of  the  Georgia,  I  felt  it  toy 
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daty  on  tbe  27th  of  Jaly  to  address  a  note  to  Lord  Bnssell  on  the  snb- 
jeet'    A  copy  of  that  note,  as  well  as  of  tbe  invlosare,  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted.    Also  Lord  Bussell'a  a«knowledgna«Btof  the  28th. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obediont  servant, 

CHAttLES  FEASCJS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiiiXAM  H.  Sewakd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr,  Adams  to  JEarl  Russell. 

Legation  of  the  Unitkd  States, 

London,  July  27, 1364. 

Mr  LoED :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  yoar  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  jnst  received  by  me  from  tbe  vice-consul  of  the  United  States 
at  Liverpool. 

It  would  seem,  if  tbe  statements  therein  have  any  foundation  in  tmtb, 
that  further  attempts  are  in  contemplation,  under  the  shelter  of  the 
names  of  British  Hnbjects,  to  carry  on  ftom  British  porta  war  with  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States. 

Deeply  regretting  the  continued  manifestation  of  this  inimical  temper, 
I  feel  it  again  my  duty  to  call  your  lordabiiya  attention  to  tbe  abuse  tiiva 
made  by  tbe  insurgents  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Mtyesty's  harbors  by 
sham  tnmsfers  of  their  war  vessels  to  British  subjects,  the  better  to 
cover  their  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  permission  to  observe  that  the  complaint  thus  made  is  not 
against  the  vessel,  for  I  have  already  been  compelled  to  apprise  your 
lordship  of  tbe  fact  that  my  government  declines  to  recognize  her  as 
[Kmsessing  any  other  character  than  that  which  she  had  assumed,  and 
in  which  she  was  received  when  she  came  into  Liveqmol.  The  material 
point  to  which  I  beg  your  lordship's  attention  is  tbe  intervention  of  one 
or  more  British  subjects  in  the  war  by  takmg  all  the  necessary  measures 
in  British  ports  to  send  out  in  their  name  this  vessel  in  a  shape  flttod 
for  further  hostile  operations. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &c.,  &c.,  &c,  - 

.      CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Hon.  Eabl  BirgsEix,  die.,  <£c.,  tC-c. 


Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Consuiatb, 

lAterpool,  July  26, 1864. 

SiE:  In  accoidance  with  an  order  left  by  Mr.  Dudley,  I  beg  to  trans- 
mit a  certified  copy  of  the  register  of  the  Oeorgia,  the  certificate  dated 
yesterday. 

I  deem  it  my  dnty  to  state  to  yon  my  fear  that  the  recorded  sale  of 
this  vessel  is  all  a  sham,  and  that  there  is  no  intention  of  converting  her 
into  a  merchant  vessel. 

She  has  left  the  graving  dock  at  Birkenhead,  where  she  baa  had  her 
bottom  cleaned  and  painted,  some  trifling  repairs  made,  and  her  engines 
overhanled,  and  is  now  in  the  Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool. 

Xothing  has  been  done  to  her  to  change  her  character  beyond  onsbip- 
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ping  her  gans,  and  taking  np  the  tnusks  or  rails  on  which  they  worked 
on  deck ;  but  the  guns  are  in  a  warehotiue  at  Bitkeohead,  easily  sttun- 
able,  and  the  rails  still  on  board  the  ship. 

She  has  also  attached  to  her  three  of  the  men  (non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, an  engineer,  quartermaster,  and  another)  who  were  in  her  bdbre, 
and  one  (the  boatswain,  I  believe)  irom  the  Alabama.  They  are  alao 
going  to  fit  up  the  nettings  for  the  hammockB  as  they  were  before. 

The  chief  foreman  of  the  yard  or  graving  dock,  where  she  was  repairod, 
stated  while  she  was  there  that  Mr.  Bates' was  going  to  send  her  out  on 
her  old  trade. 

I  know  also  that  Mr.  Curtis,  who  advertises  that  claims  for  wages  of 
deceased  seamen  of  the  Alabama  are  to  be  addressed  to  him,  and  is  s 
confederate  agent,  is  in  communication  with  Mr.  Bates. 

And  you  will  recollect  also  that  Mr.  Bates,  some  time  since,  in  contra- 
diction to  the  statements  of  the  ship-owners  of  Liverpool  in  their  memo- 
rial to  the  House  of  Commons,  published  a  letter  avowing  hiineelf  a 
dissentient  from  the  memorial,  and,  by  inference,  in  favor  of  fitting  out 
vessels  for  belligerents. 

Of  the  facts  of  the  rails  being  on  board,  and  of  the  persons  mentioned 
as  being  attached  to  the  vessel,  I  can  send  yon  the  deposition  of  the 
person  who  has  seen  them ;  I  can  also  send  yon  the'  deposition  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  foreman  of  the  graving  dock  made  the  statement 
referred  to,  if  you  think  they  will  be  of  any  nse. 

Very  re^tectfiilly,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  WILDING,  Vice-CoMul 

His  ExceUency  Chabt.es  Francis  Adams,  i£c.,  i£c.,  dx. 


Sari  EusseU  to  Mr.  Adawt. 

FoBEiOM  Office,  Julg  28, 18C4. 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  its  inclosure,  respecting  the  vessel  Georgia,  and  1 
nave  to  state  to  yon  that  the  matter  will  not  fail  to  receive  the  immediate 
attention'  of  her  Majesty's  government 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  ydnr  most 
obedient,  hmnble  servant, 

BUSSELL 
Chasles  Fbakcib  Adams,  Esq.,  (£c.,  dc,  dx. 

Mr.  Wilding  to  Mr.  Smcta-d. 
[Extraot.] 

No.  325.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Augutt  6, 1861. 
Sm:     ••••••  • 

On  the  3d  I  transmitted  three  affida\-its  on  the  subject  of  the  Geoigis 
to  Mr,  Adams,  copies  of  which  I  transmit,  inclosure  Bo.  2. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  I  informed  Mr.  Adams  of  the  Portuguese 
charter. 

•  ■  •  ■         '    •  ■  * 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sax,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  WILDING,  TiM-CoHtuL 
Hon.  WaxtAU  H.  Sbwabd,  /  ■,,,,,,1,, 

Secretary  of  State.  '    '-■^'^\SI^ 
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2>epo»ili(m  of  Charlea  Thon^on. 

If  Charles  Thompson,  of  10  James  street,  Liverpool,  trade  protection- 
ist, make  oath  and  say : 

1.  Tliat  on  the  14th  of  July  last,  I  was  at  Birkenhead  in  the  graving 
dock  looking  for  a  steamboat,  when  I  saw  a  8t«am  vessel  there,  and  I 
asked  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  the  foremaji  of  the  yard,  what  vessel 
it  was,  and  lie  said  it  was  tlie  Georgia :  I  asked  him  what  tliey  were 
going  to  do  with  her,  and  he  said  that  Bates  had  got  her  now  and  he 
was  going  to  fit  her  out  again  for  the  confederate  service. 

CHAELBS  THOMPSON. 
Bwom  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  3d  day  of  Auguat, 
1S64,  before  me. 

HENRT  0.  DITNCAN, 
A  0<mmitnonerfor  taking  Affidtmts  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 


Deposition  of  William  Rawlinson. 

I,  William  Rawlinson,  of  So.  12  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  seaman, 
make  oath  and  say ; 

1.  That  on  the  2d  of  August  instant  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia, 
now  lying  in  the  Queen's  dock,  in  company  with  Frederick  Harcourt, 
and  I  saw  the  hammock  nettings  being  repaired.  I  went  below  into JJie 
steerage,  and  saw  hammock  hooks  and  rails  there  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate about  one  houdred  men.  I  observed  the  hold ;  it  was  not  adapted 
for  commercial  purposes,  but  it  was  suitable  to  hold  provisions  for  a 
ship's  company  for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  six  months; 
it  is  not  suitable  for  a  cargo.  Adjoining  the  hold  I  observed  some  shot- 
lockers.  On  deck  I  obser\'ed  that  the  holes  in  which  the  bolts  used  for 
the  traversing  tackle  are  placed  still  remained,  which  would  hardly  be 
the  case  if  the  bolts  were  not  intended  to  be  replaced.  I  noticed  that 
the  fore  magazine  still  remained  ready  for  immediate  service.  If  the  ship 
were  intended  for  trading  purposes,  the  magazine  would  have  been 

^  removed, 

2.  That  on  the  same  day  I  was  present  at  a  conversation  which  took 
place  between  Harcourt  and  a  man  whom  I  believe  to  be  named  Miller. 
Miller  told  Harcourt  that  he  had  seen  on  board  and  recognized  the  per- 
son who  acted  ,as  captain  and  commanded  the  ship  when  she  sailed 
from  Greenock.  He  also  said  that  they  hod  on  board,  as  the  present 
mate  of  the  ship,  the  mate  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock. 
Miller  said  be  supposed  the  ship  was  going  to  Lisbon,  and  then  to 
the  coast  of  Africa.  He  told  us  he  was  going  In  her.  I  said  to 
him,  "The  sailors  have  all  signedl"  He  replied,  "The  old  hands  are 
not  required  to  sign,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  He  said  he  was  an  old 
band.  To-day  I  went  on  board  and  saw  on  the  steerage  deck  a  gun  which 
I  judge  to  be  a  twenty-four-pounder.  It  appeared  to  me  much  too  big 
for  a  signal  gun.  I  have  been  eight  years  in  a  man-of-war,  and  I,  there- 
fore, am  able  to  speak  with  knowledge  as  to  the  above-mentioned  warlike 
appearances  on  board  the  Georgia. 

W.  RAWLINSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  the  third  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four,  before  me. 

J.  PEARSON, 
A  Commiisioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery  t»  England. 
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Deposition  of  Frederick  Mareourt. 

I,  Frederick  Harcourt,  of  No,  68  Porter  street,  Liverpool,  Britisli  sob- 
ject,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

1.  That  in  the  month  of  May  last  I  was  in  Liverpool  in  search  of 
employment,  and  on  the  13tb  of  that  month  I  became  acqnaiuted  wiUi 
a  man  named  Jackson,  who  was  a  qnartermaster  belonging  to  the  Geor- 
gia, then  lying  at  Birkenhead.  After  mentioning  to  him  that  I  was  in 
search  of  a  vessel,  he  told  me  that  if  I  kept  myself  quiet  for  a  few  days 
he  would  pat  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  a  berth.  He  then  gave  me  a 
note  to  a  man  named  Campbell,  residing  at  So,  28  Regent  street,  Liver- 
pool, I  went  to  Campbell,  After  he  read  the  note  he  told  me  that  he 
would  procure  me  a  ship,  but  that  the  ship  waa  not  in  the  Mersey,  bat 
was  fitting  out  in  France  to  mn  the  blockade.  This,  I  think,  was  on  the 
Friday.  On  the  tbllowing  day,  which  was  Satnrday,  I  came  to  reside  at 
Campbell's  house.  When  there  I  observed  Jackson  outside  the  house  in 
company  with  a  man  named  Smith,  who  was  then  and  is  now  belonging 
to  the  Georgia.  Jackson  told  me  we  were  going  to  join  the  Bappahan- 
nock  at  Calais,  but  he  did  not  say  anything  about  the  character  of  the 
ship.  I  remained  at  Campbell's  till  Sunday  morning,  and  then  started 
with  him  and  others  for  Calais,  via  London  and  Dover.  We  reached 
Calais  on  Tuesday  morning.  Hr,  Campbell  then  t(4d  us  we  were  going 
on  board  the  oonfederate  privateer  Rappahannock.  I  and  some  others 
weqt  on  board  and  signed  articles  in  thfe  following  manner:  that  we 
were  faithfiilly,honestly,and  courageoiisty  to  serve  theConfederateStates 
of  America  for  the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war^  unless  pre- 
viously discharged;  that  we  were  to  obey  the  officers  appointed  by  the 
congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America ;  %6  employ  our  energies 
and  abilities  in  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity,  independence,  and  wel- 
fiire  of  the  southern  States  of  America ;  and  to  use  our  utmost  exertions 
to  destroy  or  otherwise  injure  the  enemies  of  the  Confederate  States.  I 
waa  to  receive  £4  8«,  per  month  wages  and  £10  bounty,  which  was  to  be 

nd  when  the  ship  got  to  sea,  I  then  began  my  duty  on  the  forecastle, 
as  afterwards  placed  in  irons  on  suspicion  of  being  a  Yankee  spy,  and 
remained  in  irons  five  weeks,  I  was  then  sentenced  to  death,  withoat 
even  the  form  of  a  court-martial  being  held,  but  was  released  because 
the  ship  could  not  get  to  sea,  and  the  sentence  could  not  be  carried  into 
'  effect  in  the  court  of  France.  From  the  effects  of  the  confinement  I 
became  very  ill,  and  remained  some  time  in  that  state  iq  Calais,  and  my 
litie  was  several  times  attempted  by  members  of  the  crew  of  the  Bappa- 
hannock. 

2.  I  came  to  London  in  July,  and  from  thence  came  to  Liverpool  to 
attend  the  assises  in  the  trial  of  Campbell.  During  my  stay  in  Liver- 
pool I  had  many  opportunities  of  observing  the  Georgia  again.  I  went 
on  board  her  one  day,  where  she  uow'lies,  in  the  Queen's  dock,  and  I 
perceived  that  the  haomaock  nettings  were  being  repaired,  and  went 
down  below  into  the  steerage,  and  found  that  the  hooks  and  rails  used 
for  the  hammocks  were  not  removed,  as  would  probably  have  been  done  ^ 
had  the  ship  been  intended  for  peaceful  purposes.  I  saw  Jackson  on 
board,  and  Smith,  whom  I  had  previously  seen  with  him ;  also  another 
man,  whose  name  I'  believe  to  be  Miller.  They  were  repairing  her 
engines.  While  I  was  below  in  the  ship's  hold  I  observed  what  appeared 
to  be  the  traversing  rails  for  her  guns;  tlicy  were  rolled  up  in  canvas, 
but,  from  their  form  and  feel,  I  am  sure  in  my  own  mind  that  they  were 
the  traversing  rails.    I  asked  the  mate  what  they  were  going  to  do  with 
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the  ship.    He  told  me  they  were  going  to  fit  her  ont  to  trade  between 
China  and  Japan. 

3.  On  another  occasion — yesterday,  the  2d  Augnst — I  went  on  board 
and  was  informed  by  two  of  the  men  that  they  had  shipi)ed  for  Lislwn. 
The  day  previous  to  this  I  had  received  another  account  &om  another 
man — that  she  was  going  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  I  was  then  informed 
that  the  present  mate  of  the  ship  was  the  mate  who  ofBciated  in  taking 
the  ship  from  Greenock  when  she  first  set  ont  on  her  cruise.  I  was  also 
informed  by  the  same  party  (whose  name  I  do  not  know)  that  he  had  ' 
seen  the  captain  who  had  taken  the  ship  from  Greenock,  on  board  the 
ship  to-day.  Theperson  who  told  me  this  is  the  same  person  as  he  whom  . 
I  believed  to  be  called  Miller.  I  observed  on  the  qnay  a  number  of  small 
kegs.  Some  bad  the  word  "  spikes  "  marked  upon  them ;  but  from  their 
weight,  and  the  knowledge  that  I  have  of  such  thin^,  I  am  convinced 
in  my  own  mind  that  they  contain  ball  cartridges. 

4.  In  conversing  with  the  man  Miller  I  noticed  that  he  was  a  little 
tipsy;  be  was  consequently  moro  communicative  than  if  sober.  Upon 
my  asking  him  a  question  as  to  the  Georgia's  guns  he  seemed  to  recol- 
lect himself,  and  told  me  that  it  wonld  not  do  for  him  to  tell  me  every- 
thing that  be  knew,  and  immediately  left  me.  I  also  obsen'ed  from  the 
manner  of  the  mate  when  he  saw  me  Coming  from  the  Georgia  (he  did 
not  see  me  going  on  board)  that  he  was  suspicious  of  me.  I  may  here 
say  thiit  Jackson  bad  not  yet  seen  me,  as  I  wished  to  conceal  myself  from 
him,  but  he  knows  what  occurred  on  board  the  Rappahannock.  He  has, 
no  doubt,  therefore,  given  a  personal  description  of  me  to  the  mate,  and  it 
is  from  this  that  I  account  for  the  mate  looking  upon  me  with  suspicion 
to-day. 

B,  To-day,  tbe  3d  August,  I  went  on  board  the  Georgia,  and  on  going 
down  into  the  steerage  observed  a  gun.  I  asked  one  of  tbe  men  for  what 
purpose  it  wits  there.  He  told  me  he  did  not  know,  but  supposed  it 
would  be  a  signal  gun.  lu  my  opinion  it  is  much  too  large  for  a  signal 
^un.  It  nitpears  to  be  a  twenty-four-pounder  gun,  and  altogether  of  a 
different  kind  and  much  larger  than  I  have  seen  for  that  purpose. 

FREDERICK  HARCOURT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  conuty  of  Lancaster,  this  third  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixt^-four,  before  me. 
HENRY  C.  DUKCAN, 
A  Comtnitsioner  for  taking  Affldavita  in  the  Court  of  Mxehequer. 


Mr.  WilaOH  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward. 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

Londm,  Av^Mt  12, 1864. 
Sir:  1  beg  to  acquaint  the  department  thus  informally  tlirough  you, 
and  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  pirat«  Georgia  has  again 
-sailed  from  Liverpool,  but  this  time  upon  an  assumed  peaceable  mission. 
She  has  been  chartered  by  the  Portngnese  government  to  proceed  to 
Lisbon,  and  thence  with  the  mails,  &c.,  to  some  of  the  Portuguese  pos- 
sessions. We  deemed  it  courtesy,  in  view  of  the  friendly  position  Por- 
tugal liaa  always  maintained  towards  us,  to  notify  the  legation  here 
that  the  Georgia  was  liable  to  ca])ture  by  our  cruisers,  on  the  ground 
that  a  belligerent  vessel  cannot  be  sold  and  a  title  given  in  a  neutral 
port.    This  proceeding  on  onr  part  has  since  been  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
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Adams,  who  had  Dotified  the  natjonal  vessels  on  this  coast  that  Un 
Georgia  vaa  lawful  prize.  I  may  add,  that  the  Comit  Lavradio,  on 
looking  into  the  matter,  e^tpressed  himself  satisfied  that  the  Ufio^ 
troa  liable  to  capture  by  us ;  but  that  his  gOYeroment,  having  charto^ed 
the  vessel,  must  carry  out  their  part  of  the  contract ;  and  if  the  pirate 
.was  captured  (aa  event  I  do  not  think  he  would  be  disposed  to  regret) 
they  would  look  to  the  reputed  owners  for  damages. 

G^e  Sacramento  and  ^Niagara  ore  both  on  the  Georgia's  track,  md 
the  gallant  little  Eearsarge  left  yesterday  under  orders  for  home,  and 
will  also  cross  it 

I  write  these  particulars  for  the  information  of  the  government  in 
advance  of  the  minister's  communicating  them  ofBclaUy,  which  he  will 
doubtless  do  in  his  next  dispatches. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  for  me  to  state  in  this  connection,  that  in 
in  response  to  continued  applications  iiora  Mr.  Adams  to  stop  the 
Georgia  from  sailing  at  all,  Earl  BusselJ  has  informed  him  that  ha 
M^esty's  government  have  given  instructions  that  in  future  no  ship 
of  war  of  either  belligerent  will  be  allowed  to  be  brought  into  any  tk 
her  M^esty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  being  dismantled  and  sold. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  S.  WILSOK. 

Hon.  F.  W.  Sewabd, 

Assislant  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seaard. 

No.  761.]  Legatioh  op  the  United  States, 

L&ndon,  August  IS,  1864 

BiR:  In  connection  with  So.  7S8,  of  the  4th  instant,  on  the  subject  of 
the  sale  of  the  steamer  Georgia,  I  now  forward  a  copy  of  Lord  Russell's 
reply  of  the  8th  instant  to  my  note  to  him,  a  copy  of  which  was  trans- 
mitted with  that  dispatch.  It  appears  from  this  that  the  British  govern- 
ment has  become  so  much  perplexed  by  the  inconsistencies  in  which  a 
toleration  of  this  new  mode  of  abusing  their  neutrality  is  involving 
them,  as  to  decide  upon  a  rule  prohibiting  all  transfer  or  dismantling  rf 
belligerent  vessels  of  either  party  in  their  ports.  This  is  very  well  w 
far  aa  it  goes.  The  exclusion,  though  applying  equally  to  us,  is  nominal 
in  that  case,  whereas  it  will  have  its  force  in  circumscribing  the  opera- 
tions of  the  sympathizers  with  the  rebels,  particularly  in  the  port  of 
Liverpool. 

The  causes  which  may  have  led  to  this  decision  are  perhaps  to  be 
thus  explained.  SimuUnneousIy  with  my  note  to  Lord  RuBsell,  I  ad- 
dressed a  circular  to  the  respective  comman<Iers  of  the  three  war  vessds 
at  that  time  cruising  in  the  channel — the  NiRgani,  the  Kearsarge,  and 
the  Sacramento — apprising  tliem  of  the  information  which  I  had  received 
from  Mr.  Wilding,  as  well  as  of  my  opinion  that  the  Georgia  might  be 
made  lawful  prize  whenever  and  under  whatever  colors  she  shonld  be 
found  sailing  on  the  high  seas. 

It  turned  out  that  the  Georgia  had  been  engaged  by  the  Portuguese 
government  for  one  month,  at  the  price  of  a  thousand  pounds,  to  carry 
the  mails  from  Lisbon  to  their  African  posaessions.  She  was,  however, 
to  l>e  transferred  from  Liverpool  to  that  port  on  the  responsibility  of 
Mr.  Bates,  the  nominal  owuerv  and  under  British  colors.  The  Count 
Lavradio,  the  Portuguese  ministerj  on  learning  the  precise  state  of  the 
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case,  interposed  no  objectioa  to  my  proceeding,  but  simply  expressed  a 
hope  that,  if  captnreti  at  all,  the  vessel  might  be  taken  before  reaching 
Lisbon  to  enter  upon  the  engagement.  I  have  no  doubt,  although  I  do 
not  know  It  from  information,  thnt  the  matter  has  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  British  goverament  by  parties  at  Liverpool,  with  a 
view  to  secure  its  protection.  The  difflciilties  tbat  might  ensue  firom 
adopting  any  positive  course  doubtless  led  to  that  decision  which  is 
found  commuDicat«d  in  liis  lordship's  note. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAIiLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiLLiAU  H.  Sewabs, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Earl  BtUieU  to  Mr,  Adama. 

FoEBioN  Office,  August  8, 1864, 
Sm:  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  to  you  that  her  Majesty's  government  do  not  see  any  sufficient 
grounds  for  coming  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the  statements  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  that  the  steamer  Georgia  is  about  to  be 
again  used  for  belligerent  purposes.  With  a  view,  however,  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  any  question  such  as  that  which  haa  arisen  in  the  case 
of  the  Georgia,  her  Mf^esty's  government  hare  given  directions  that  in 
Hiture  no  ship  of  war,  of  either  belligerent,  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
brought  into  any  of  her  M^esty'a  port«  for  the  purpose  of  being  dis- 
mantled or  sold. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideratioD,  sir,  yonr  most 
obedient,  hmable  servant', 

B0SSELL. 
Charles  Feanois  Adams,  Esq.,  t&c.,  <fto.,  Ac. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Ruitell. 

IiBGATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

London,  Augmt  18, 1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  8th 
instant,  communicating  to  me  the  (act  that  directions  have  been  given 
by  her  Majesty's  government  to  prohibit  any  ship  of  war  of  either  bel- 
ligerent from  being  brought  into  any  of  her  ports  for  the  purpose  of 
being  dismantled  or  sold.  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the 
inftwmation  of  my  government. 

I  pray  your  lordship,  &o.,  &c, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Sight  Hod.  Easl  Russell,  etc.,  i&c.,  «£o. 


[The  following,  taken  from  the  l^radon  Gazette  of  September  9, 1864, 
wonld  seem  to  be  this  order:] 

Foreign  Office,  September  8, 1864. 

It  is  hereby  notified  that  her  Miyesty  has  been  {leased  to  order  that 
for  the  fnture  no  ship  of  war  belonging  to  either  of  the  belUgerent 
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powers  of  N'orth  America  shall  be  flowed  to  enter  or  to  remain,  or  be 
in  any  of  her  Majesty's  ports  for  the  purpose  of  beinfr  dismantled  or 
sold ;  and  lier  M^es^  has  been  pleoaed  to  give  direction  to  the  com- 
tniasioaers  of  her  Majesty's  customs,  and  to  the  governors  of  her  Majesty's 
colonies  and  foreign  possessions,  to  see  that  tbia  order  ia  properly  carried 
into  eflfbct. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

No.  1074.]  Department  of  State, 

Waahington,  Auffuat  20, 1S64. 

Sir  :  Toot  dispatch  of  the  4th  of  August,  No.  758,  has  been  received- 

The  representation  you  have  made  to  Earl  Kusaell  concerning  the 
Georgia  is  approved.  I  trust  that  yon  have  succeeded  in  impressing 
her  Majesty's  government  with  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject 
you  have  thus  brought  to  tlieir  notice. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  British  subjects,  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  have  only  changed  their  form  of  proceeding  in  sending  out 
armed  vessels  to  make  war  against  the  United  States.  The  Tallahassee 
is  said  to  have  been  built  and  to  have  come  out  in  the  character  of  a 
merchant  vessel,  bnt  to  have  been  furnished  with  an  armament  in  Liver- 
pool. She  appears  on  our  coasts  a  pirate,  and  she  is  received  at  Hali- 
fex.  Her  master  is  reported  as  saying  that  she  is  only  one  of  several 
very  fust  steamers  of  the  same  character,  which  have  been  built  at 
Liverpool,  with  armaments  prepared  in  the  same  way.  Bermnda  and 
Halifax  are  to  be  bases  of  operations.  I  refrain  from  comment  until 
there  shall  have  been  time  for  Earl  Russell  to  have  replied  to  your  note 
concerning  the  Georgia,  and  in  the  expectation  of  more  definite  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  Tallahassee. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Ohables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£«.,  £c.,  t&e. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

ISo.  76?.]  Leqatioh  of  the  UmTED  States, 

London,  Augutt  25,  1864. 
Sir:  a  telegram  was  received  at  this  legation  yesterday,  at  one 
0''Clock  p.  m.,  nt>m  the  consular  agent  at  Dover,  announcing  the  arrival 
of  the  steamer  Niagara,  on  her  way  to  Antwerp.  The  Georgia  had 
been  taken  and  sent  as  prize  to  the  United  States.  The  crew  were 
landed  at  Dover. 

This  event  has  made  some  sensation  here.  The  newspapers  express 
opinions  based  on  little  information,  and  promptf^l  by  their  resi>ective 
predilections  in  our  struggle.  .  Should  any  otilcial  indication  be  made 
visible  in  the  Times  to-morrow  morning,  I  shall  send  a  copy  with  this 
dispatch. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hod.  Williau  H.  Sevabd, 

Secretary  of  State,       '  ^-^  1 

DiclzedbyCjOOgle 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adantt. 


Ho.  1077.1  Depabtmettt  op  State, 

Washington,  August  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  a  letter  to  this  department  of  tbe  12t1i  instant,  Mr,  Wilson, 
the  secretary  of  legation  at  London,  givea  an  account  of  certain  pro- 
ceedings with  reference  to  tlie  late  insurgent  steamer  Georgia,  and  par- 
ticularly of  an  intimation  given  to  the  Portugnese  minister,  at  London, 
to  the  effect  that  the  Georgia,  having  been  sold  in  a  neutral  port,  woold 
be  a  lawful  prize  to  a  United  States  cruiser.  The  proceedings  referred 
to  are  approved  by  the  department. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  ^  SEWABD. 
Ghables  Fbancis  Adams,  dx.,  <£«.,  dc. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Bxtnct.] 

Ho.  339.J  Umited  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  Avguat  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  The  capture  of  the  pirate  steamer  Georgia  by  the  United  States 
Bteamer  Niagara,  commanded  by  Captain  Craven,  of  which  yoa  were 
advis^  by  the  mid-week  steamer,  seems  not  to  create  so  mnch  exdte- 
meot  among  the  people  and  press  as  was  to  be  expected.  I  have  taken 
pains  to  examine  the  leading  newspapers,  and  aside  team,  the  ill-natured 
comments  of  two  or  three  Liverpool  papers,  her  capture,  if  not  regarded 
m  right  and  proper,  is  not  considered  of  sofflcient  importance  as  to 
excite  comment.  •  •  •  •  •  The  London  Morning  !Po^,  Lord 
Pabnerstou's  organ,  published  an  editorial  this  morning  conceding  onr 
right  to  take  her.  After  speaking  of  the  right  to  sell  merchant  snips, 
it  says:  "But  in  respect  to  ships  of  war,  all  states  concur  in  denying 
to  neutrals  the  right  of  purchasing  them  from  a  belligerent  and  invest- 
ing them  with  the  neutral  character  of  the  state  by  whose  subject  they 
are  bought."  I  have  not  much  doubt  but  what  this  article  is  by  author- 
ity, and  embodies  the  views  of  the  government.  •  •  •  •  •  The 
Courier  lays  great  stress  upon  the  fact  of  her  having  a  British  register, 
and  being  owned  by  an  Englishman  at  the  time  of  her  capture.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  at  the  time  of  her  sailing  on  her  piratical  cruise,  in 
April,  1863,  she  had  a  British  register,  and  was  owned  by  another  Liver- 
pool merchant,  Thomas  Bold,  who  continued  her  owner,  as  is  shown  by 
the  records  at  tbe  custom-house  in  this  town,  up  to  June  23, 1863,  dur- 
ing which  time  she  captured  and  bonded  the  George  Griswold,  and 
bnmt  the  ship  Dictator.  The  house  of  Jones  &  Co,  shipped  the  men 
and  fitted  out  the  vessel  when  she  first  sailed.  Jones,  of  this  firm,  has 
just  been  convicted  for  shipping  the  men.  This  same  man  was  active 
in  fitting  her  out  again  on  her  last  voyage.  I  inclose  you  the  statement 
of  Charles  Thompson,  marked  inclosure  Ko.  4,  showing  this  fact. 

•  •  •  •  *  •  •    ' 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 

46i0-T0I.n  •  D„.,.db,G00glc 
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Dipotilicn  of  CharU$  Ikomiton. 

Cbarlea  TtaompsoB,  reBiding  at  40  Upper  Baker  atreet,  m  Lirrapool^ 
trade  protectionist,  being. swoni,  deposetb  and  saith  as  follows: 

Od  the  2d  day  of  May  last  I  saw  the  steamer  Geor^  lying  in  the 
river  Mersey,  at  I^verpool,  with  the  coafederate  fiag  flying  at  the  peak, 
and  the  same  morning  saw  an  officer  iu  confederate  uniform  landed  &om 
her  by  one  of  ber  own  boats.  Tbat  on  the  3d  of  May  1  saw  said  steamer 
in  the  Birkenhead  dock,  with  confederate  flag  and  pennant  flying,  her 
guna  on  board,  and  officers  iu  confederate  u.iil'onn  doing  duty  on  board. 
That  I  saw  said  steamer  frequently,  almost  daily,  from  thia  time  to  the 
IJth  day  of  Angust  instant,  when  she  sailed  from  the  river  Mersey  for 
Iijsbwi.  Tbat  on  tbe  20th  day  of  Juno  said  steamer  was  Ijing  in  the 
Queen's  dock  at  Liverpool,  to  wbicli  she  had  been  removed  from  Birk- 
enhead, and  I  saw  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  firm  of  Jones  &  Co.,  on  board.  Tbat 
previously  and  about  the  6tu  May  I  saw  Mr.  Wilding,  vbom  I  know  to 
be,  and  knew  to  be  attbattime,  u  clerk  in  the  employment  of  said  Jones 
&  Co.,  superintending  the  removal  of  tbe  stores  IVom  said  vessel.  That 
on  tbe  6th  day  of  June  1  saw  tbe  guns  landed  from  said  steamer.  That 
on  the  30th  day  of  July  last  said  vessel  was  entered  in  the  Liverpool 
customs  bill  of  entry  for  I-isbon  and  West  Coast  of  Atricp,  E.  Bates  con- 
signee. That  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  and  each  day  subsequent  until 
the  6th,  inclusive,  I  saw  the  said  Jones  on  board  said  i^-teamet 
Oeorgia,  giving  ordera  to  the  )>ersons  employed  in  fitting  the  abip  for 
aea,  who  appeared  to  act  entirely  under  his  orders.  That  on  said  5th 
day  of  August  said  steamer  Georgia  was  hauled  to  tbe  dock  gates  with 
Bl«am  up,  as  if  to  go  to  sea.  Tbat  sbe  was  itgain  hauled  back  into  tlie 
dock,  and  remnined  until  Monday,  tbe  8tb,  when  she  was  hauled  out 
tmd  towed, to  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  tbe  river  Mersey,  where  she  laid 
nntil  iliursday  morning,  the  11th,  about  5  o'i;lock  of  which  I  saw  her 
weigh  anchor  and  steam  out  to  sea.  That  said  Jones  before  mentioned 
by  me  aa  snperintending  the  fitting  of  said  steamer  Georgia  for  sea  on 
tbe  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  5tli  days  of  August,  is  well  known  to  me,  and  is  the 
aame  person  lately  tried  and  convicted  at  Liverpool  for  enlisting  men  to 
nerve  on  board  said  steamer  Georgia  as  a  confederate  cruiser. 

CHAS.  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  In  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  27tfa  day  of 
Angost,  1864,  belbre  me. 

WILLIAM  S.  BATESON, 
A  Committitmer  to  Adtninister  Oatht  in  Ckanoerj/in  England,      • 


Sbr.  Adavu  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Mo.  780.J  IiEaATiOH  o»  the  Ukitbd  States, 

London,  September  8,  IS64. 
Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from 
Lord  fiuBsetl  last  evening  on  the  case  of  the  capture  of  the  Georgia.     I 
likewise  append  a  copy  of  my  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBAKCIS  ABAICS. 
Hon.  WiLUAU  H.  SEViiSD, 

8i>cretary  of  State.  D,;„,edb,CoOgle 
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Sort  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

PoBBiON  Office,  September  6,  1864.* 

Sib  :  YoiMre  doubtless  aware  of  the  circunlstaaces  under  which  the 
steamer  Qeor^a  has  been  seized  oa  the  high  seas  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Niagara,  and  seat,  as  it  is  alleged,  iu  charge  of  a  prize  crew  to 
the  port  of  Boston. 

1  do  not  propose,  at  present  at  least,  to  enter  int«  correspondence  with 
yoH  on  the  subject  of  this  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  commander  of 
the  Niagara,  but  I  consider  it  necessary  to  request  that  yon  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  acquainting  the  government  of  the  United  States 
that  her  Majesty's  government  of  course  expects  that  a  vessel  seized 
nnder  the  British  flag,  and  claimed  by  British  owners,  will  be  brought, 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  for  adjudication  into  the  proper  prize 
court',  in  which  {he  claim  of  one  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  will  be  tried 
according  to  those  recognized  principles  of  iutcruational  law  which  gov- 
ern the  relations  of  the  belligerent  toward  the  neutral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

/  RUSSELL. 

Chablbs  Foancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£«.,  i£c.,  d;c. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  RusseU. 

LEaATION  OF  XKE  UNITED  STATES, 

Zondon,  September  8, 1864. 

Mt  Lobd:  I  have  the  honor  to  aeknowledge  the  reception  of  yoor 
lordship'snoteof  the  6th  instant  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Georgia.  Although  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  strongest 
disposition  already  exists  on  the  part  of  my  government  to  facilitate  lie 
necessary  proceedings  before  the  proper  judicial  tribunals  whereby  to 
determine  the  validity  of  that  capture,  according  to  the  recognized 
principles  of  international  lavr,  I  shall  nevertheless  take  pleasure  in  at 
once  transmitting  a  copy  of  yonr  note  expressing  the  wishes  of  her 
Majesty's  government  for  their  consideration. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  tlie  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  yonr  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLE3  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Htm.  Easl  RirssBix,  <£«.,  tfet.,  <£q. 

^r.  Dudl^  to  Mr.  Beteard. 
[Extract] 
"So.  350.]  United  States  Gonsuuate, 

lAverpool,  September  13, 1864. 
Sm:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  government  has  given  notice  to  Mr.  Bates,  the  pretended  owner 
of  the  Georgia,  that  they  will  not  interfere,  and  that  be  must  snbmiC  hia 
case  to  the  prize  court. 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  Bervwit, 

.  THOMAS  H.  DITDIiBY. 
Hon.  William H.  Seward,  (.',\t^n\n 

Secretary  of  StaU,  "  ^^  "^  '-"^''^'^  "- 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr,  Adaau. 
No.  1097.]  Dbpabthekt  op  Statb, 

WaihingtOH,  September  ^i  ^^^ 
SlB:  Your  dispatch  of  tlie  IStfa  of  Augu»t,  Ko.  761,  has  been  received. 
It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  of  Earl  Kussell,  which  anooances 
a  new  reflation  in  admiralty,  forbidding  all  transfer  or  dismantling  4^ 
belligerent  vessels  in  British  ports.  Ttie  subject  will  receive  due  cod- 
Bideratiou.  In  the  mean  time  we  hear  with  much  satisfaction  that  the 
Georgia  has  been  captnredby  the  Niagara,  and  hus  arrived  as  a  prizeat 
Hampton  Beads,  whence  she  proceeded  to  Boston. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWASB. 
Ghasles  Fbanois  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  &c.,  <£«. 

Mr.  F.  TV.  SewarA  to  Mr.  Adams. 
TSo.  1106.]  Dbpabtuekt  of  Statb, 

Waakinffton,  September  2i,  1861 
Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dispatch  of 
the  8th  of  September,  No.  780,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a 
correspondence  between  yourself  and  Earl  BusseU  in  regard  to  tJie  cap- 
ture of  the  Georgia,  and  in  which  his  lordship  desires  that  the  case  may 
be  brought  before  a  prize  court  for  adjudication  aa  soon  as  possible.  In 
reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  proceedings  in  the  case  will  be  reg- 
nlar,  and  attended  by  no  unnecessary  delay. 
I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SEWAED,  Acting  Seoretwj. 
Ghables  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  do.,  &e.,  &o. 


Mr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No.  394.J  Unitkd  States  Cowsulate, 

Liverpool,  N^ovember  25, 1864. 
Sm:  The  prosecution  against  Jones  &  Co.  for  fitting  out  and  enlist- 
ing the  men  for  the  pirate  J^pan,  alias  Virginia,  alias  Georgia,  is  over, 
and  the  parties  have  been  each  fined  fifty  pounds  sterling,  making  in  all 
the  snm  of  one  hundred  and  ^fty  pounds^  as  the  penalty,  or  more  ^op- 
erly  the  price,  for  tlttiug  out  a  privateer  in  this  country,  to  cruise  and 
make  war  against  the  United  States.  Comment  is  niineeessary.  I  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  cut  from  the  London  Times  of  yesterday, 
and  the  short  piece  from  the  Daily  Courier.  They  are  marked  No.  1.  I 
can  scarcely  imagine  a  greater  farce  than  this  whole  thing  has  been, 
Tbich  is  just  played  oat.  The  Florida,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Georgiana, 
and  Sea  King,  all  bKilt,  fitted  oat,  armament  made,  ammunition  aap- 
pUed,  crews  enhsted  in  this  country,  and  here  paid  while  serving  in  the 
vessels,  and  the  ships  supplied  and  coaled  from  England,  and  thus  far 
three  men  alone  tried,  and  they  fined  but  fifty  pounds  apiece,  making 
ttie  sum  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  U.  DUDLEY. 


Hon.  W11.LIAM  H.  Sewabd, 


Secretary  of  Slate. 
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THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

Jlfr.  Dudley  to  Mr.  Seward, 

[BxtneL] 

No.  192.J  United  States  Consux-atb, 

Liverpool,  December  2, 1863. 
Sib:       •••••• 

In  my  dispatch  No.  190  I  roferred  briefly  to  a  confederate  war  Bteamer 
called  the  KappahaaDock  ttiat  had  entered  the  port  of  Calais^  and  sent 
yon  some  two  or  three  slips  cnt  ftx)ni  the  newspapers  referring  to  the 
matter.  I  leam  that  this  ves8el  is  the  -steamer  Victor,  recently  sold  by 
the  Engfiish  government.  I  inclose  yon,  marked  No.  1,  a  slip  from  the 
London  Times  of  November  30,  referring  to  the  sale  and  fitting  ont  ot 
this  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  Sswabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[From  London  Times  of  November  30, 18G3.]  ; . 

The  screw  gun-veasel  Victor,  recently  purchased  from  the  admiralty, 
has,  as  had  been  expected,  paa^ed  into  tbe  hands  of  the  agents  for  the 
confederate  government.  The  Victor  was  formerly  attached  to  the 
Chatham  steam  reserve,  and  on  being  sold  by  the  admiralty,  was  per- 
mitted to  undergo  some  repairs  under  the  superintendence  of  the  dock 
yard  officials.  It  was  stated  that  she  was  intended  for  tbe  China  trade, 
and  she  was  ostensibly  fitted  with  that  view,  while  her  name  was 
changed  to  the  Scylla,  of  London,  aeveral  suspicions  circumstances, 
however,  occnrred,  and  the  dock  yard  officials  felt  it  their  duty  to  make 
a  report  to  the  admiralty.  The  result  was,  tbe  receipt  of  an  onler  at 
Sheemess  directing  her  to  be  stopped.  The  order,  however,  arrived  a 
few  hours  too  late.  Those  in  charge  of  tlie  vessel  evidently  suspected 
the  intentions  of  the  government,  and  bad  her  taken  out  of  the  harbor 
a  few  nights  since.  She  immediately  afterwards  hoisted  the  confederate 
dag,  and  she  now  sails  under  the  name  of  the  Rappahannock.  Her 
burden  is  850  tons,  and  she  is  pierced  to  carry  six  guns.  She  is  of  350 
horsepower,  but  owing  to  some  defects  in  the  construction  of  her 
engines  and  machineiy,  her  rate  of  steaming  waa  never  very  high,  which 
was  the  principal  reason  for  the  admiralty  directing  her  to  be  sold.  On 
leaving  the  Nore,  the  Ratipahannock  sailed  direct  for  Calais  liarbor, 
which  she  entered  as  a  confederate  privateer,  as  stated  in  the  Times  of 
Saturday.  A  special  report  has  been  made  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty 
of  the  circnmatnnces  under  which  she  left  Sheemess  dock  yan.1.  The 
cnstoms  authorities  at  Calais  have  received  instructions  to  allow  the 
Rappahannock  to  leavewhenever  her  captain  pleases. 
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Mr.  A^ms  to  Mr.  Seward, 

Ko.  647.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  3, 1863. 

SiE:  Dispatches  bave  been  received  at  the  legation  from  the  depart- 
ment, numbered  75C  to  7G1,  inclusive,  together  with  a.  DOte  dated  the 
14th  of  November,  relating  to  the  discharge  of  Mr.  Singleton's  son,  and 
another  of  the  16th,  marked  "private." 

I  have  taken  the  necessary  measnres  to  obtain  a  conference  with  Jjord 
Russell  on  the  subjects  referred  to  lu  Noh.  759,  760,  and  761.  On  reflec- 
tion, I  prefer  to  adopt  this  course,  in  the  first  plai^  rather  than  that  by 
writing,  more  especially  as  another  subject  has  arisen,  ba\ing  an  inti- 
mate relation  to  Uie  main  question  in  agitation,  and  not  unlikely  to  afifect 
the  decision  to  which  the  British  government  will  ultimately  come. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  fortnight  since  I  received  private  and  confiden 
tial  advices  from  a  person  at  Sheemess,  that  one  of  several  war  steam- 
ers, which  had  been  lately  sold  by  the  British  goveruroent,  was  remain- 
ing at  that  place,  refitting,  nudcr  the  direction  of  persons  connected 
with'tberoyal  dock  yarOu,  in  a  manner  which  created  in  bim  a  strong 
suspicion  that  she  was  intended  for  an  illegal  purpose.  The  communi- 
cation was  of  a  kind  that  I  could  not  use  in  any  official  w»y ;  but  I  cod- 
ferred  with  Mr.  Morse  on  the  subject,  and  with  bis  aid  piocured  other 
information,  strongly  confirming  the  idea.that  the  vessel  wiis  intended  for 
the  rebels,  though  nothing  of  a  kind  positive  enough  to  base  any  repre- 
sentation upon  to  the  British  government.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
the  pwties  concerned  got  wind  of  the  inquiries  that  were  making,  for 
they  snddeuly  determined  ujjon  pushing  the  vessel  out  of  the  harbor,  in 
spite «f  the  fact  that  she  was  by  no  means  prepared  for  sea,  and  had  no 
adequate'  force  to  man  her;  indeed,  the  workmen  engaged  in  refitting 
h^re  were  actually  carried  out,  and  were  found  still  busy  when  she  was 
brought  to  at  Calnis,  on  the  other  side  of  the  channel.  Here  the  rebel 
Sag  was  hoisted  at  once^  i>nd  the  vessel  christened  the  Bappafaao- 
Qock,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  recognition  of  the  French  gov- 
ernment. A  number  of  officers  and  men  were  also  then  put  on  board, 
sufficient  to  constitute  an  appearance  of  a  crew.  The  trick  has  sue- 
ceedeil  tlius  far,  but  the  vessel  is  as  yet  entirely  unfit  for  sea,  and  will 
need  much  time  and  contrivance  to  secure  an  equipment,  manning,  and 
armament  Had  the  government  of  the  United  States  a  suitable  naval 
force  in  European  waters  she  could  scarcely  hoi*  •*•  escape  capture, 
together  with  the  tenders  the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  Agrippina, 
which  itro  evidently  relied  on  to  complete  the  operation ;  as  it  is,  tbe 
chances  are  rather  in  her  favor. 

Although  entirely  without  any  technical  evidence  upon  which  to  real 
a  remonstrance,  I  considered  the  case  so  peculiar  as  to  justify  me  in 
making  a  representation  to  the  British  government,  merely  on  the 
strength  of  a  statement  cf  facts  presented  by  Mr.  Morse.  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  JjOrd  Kussell  of  the  28th,  and  of 
Mr.  Morse's  letter  to  me  of  the  same  date.  A  copy  of  the  reply  of  his 
lordship  on  the  30th  accompanies  them. 

I  have  confidential  information,  bnt  which  I  cannot  use,  that  leads 
me  to  believe  that  high  officers  of  the  navy,  attached  to  the  yard  at 
Sheerneas,  have  been  privy  to  this  fraud.  If  the  government  is  &ith- 
M  to  its  duty  of  investigation,  this  cannot  fail  to  appear.  From  the 
tone  of  the  leader  in  Wednesday's  Times  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which 
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T  transmit,  I  injto  that  eome  action  or  otber  agaiiiBt  tiie  rebel  agantii  i 
iOntemplated. 

1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  Bervant, 

CHARLES  FSANdlS  ADAMa 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 

fDispntub  Ko.  7G1,  above  referred  to,  is  printed  under  the  head  ( 
*' fcnforcement  of  Neutrality,"  "General  Subject,"  Vol.  I,  p.  C07:  and 
dispatch  No.  670  will  be  found  under  "  Enforcement  of  Neutrality,"  sub- 
division "  Amendment  of  Laffa,"  Vol.  I,  p.  675.) 


Mr.  Adam»  to  Earl  .RuaaelL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Londm,  November  28, 1863. 

Mr.  Adams,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  presents  his  complinients  to  the  Eight  Hon.  Earl  Russell, 
her  Mjyesty's  principal  secretary-  of  state  for  foreign  afTairs,  and  it  is 
wich  great  regret  that  he  feels  compelled  to  call  his  lordship's  atteJition 
to  another  instance  of  the  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  her  Majesty's 
territory  by  the  agents  of  the  insurgents  of  the  United  States.  The 
substance  of  the  information  which  Mr.  Adams  has  received  will  be 
found  in, a  letter  from  the  Hon.Fteeman  H.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United 
States  for  this  port,  a  copy  of  which  he  bus  the  honor  to  submit  to  his 
lordship's  consideration. 

It  apjiears  that  the  vessel,  which  has  gone  oat  in  an  onfinished  state 
ft<om  Slieemesn,  is  one  .which  lias  lately  been  sold  from  her  Majesty's 
navy.  She  is  not  yet  in  a  condition,  to  go  to  sea,  being  neither  armed 
nor  manned.  Mr.  Adams  hopes  that  it  is  not  true  that  any  of  the  peo- 
ple in  her  Majesty's  employ  have  been  engageti  in  the  work  of  fitting 
her  out.  He  has  the  strongest  reasons  for  believing  that  two  vessels 
which  have  just  put  into  Plymouth,  one  a  steamer  called  the  Harriet 
Pinckney,  the  other  a  sailing  vessel  called  the  bark  Agrippina,  may  be 
charged  with  the  materials  for  the  armament,  and  possibly  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  crews. 

Mr.  Adams  will  probably  he  able  to  obtaio  further  and  more  exact 
information  in  a  dsiy  or  two.'  In  the  meanwhile  he  has  thought  it  best 
to  lose  no  time  in  making  a  representation.  Not  doubting  the  disposi- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  government  to  do  justice  in  the  premises,  as  well 
in  the  rectification  of  any  abuses  th^t  may  have  been  committed  by  per- 
sons in  her  Majesty's  service  as  in  the  prevention  of  the  ultimate  suc- 
cess of  this  andacious  enterprise,  Mr.  Adams  prays  Earl  Basseli  to 
accept  the  assurances  of  his  highest  consideration. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

United  States  Consulate, 

London,  SovettUter  28, 1863. 
SiB:  The  oonfetlerate  steamer  Rappahannock,  reported  this  momiD|r 
at  Calais,  France,  was  her  M^jesty'8  steamer  Victor,  recently  sold  oat  of 
the.govemm^t  service.     She  has  until  recently  been  at  SheemeM, 
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opposite  the  goyemment  dock  yard,  utd  lias  been  piepared  for  sea,  and 
for  active  service,  so  far  as  she  was  prepared,  wflen  she  left  snddenly  at 
midnigbt,  b;  laborers  maoy  of  whom  were^mployed  at  the  govemmeot 
dock  yard  at  that  place.  A  party  of  riggers  was  on  board  when  she  left, 
at  work  on  ber.  Her  rigging  was  not  then  ratted  down.  These  ri^fera 
were  from  the  government  yard,  and  I  am  informed  that  these  men  were 
selected  and  sent  off  to  the  Victor  by  the  master  rigger  at  the  docL 
Also  that  the  ma^ts  of  her  Hajeety'f  ship  Cnmberland  were  used  as 
shears  to  set  the  masts  of  the  Victor,  then  called  the  ScyUa,  anduoir 
the  Rappahannock,  and  that  other  petty  officers  at  the  government  yard 
have  been  employed  to  engage  men  and  render  other  service  to  thia 
privateer.  In  fact,  that  she  was  being  prepared  for  service  with  the 
greatest  secrecy  and  dispatch,  as  a  confederate  privateer,  under  the 
cover  and  protection  which  her  former  ownership,  proximity  to  the 
yard  while  being  fitted  oat,  and  the  employment  of  huida  ftt>m  the 
yard,  threw  around  her. 

She  went  off  in  quite  an  incomplete  state,  and  would  not  have  gone 
for  some  days  bnt  for  the  fact  that  the  government  here,  as  ia  sapp«»ed, 
became  suspicious  from  some  cause  that  materials  from  the  yard  had 
been  used  in  repairing  and  fitting  her,  and  ordered  a  search  to  a»;ertaiii 
the  tmth  of  the  story.  In  a  few  hours  after,  she  left  suddenly,  near 
midnight  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  25th  instant,  in  tow  of 
the  tug-boat  Bull  Dog.  She  came  to  anchor  near  the  Tongue  light,  lay 
there  a  short  time,  and  then  went  to  Calais. 

The  above  facts,  with  many  others  of  equal  importance,  I  expect  to 
make  good  by  sworn  affidavits,  from  responsible  men,  and  will,  do  so  as 
Mon  as  possible. 

I  do  not  mean  to  intimate  by  anything  said  above  that  the  Britidi 
government,  or  any  officer  of  position  connected  with  it,  had  any  sospi- 
cion  that  they  were  selling  a  government  war  ship  into  the  confeder^ 
service,  and  lending  one  of  their  doclk  yards  as  a  protection  to  fit  her  oot 
as  privateer  to  be  used  against  ottr  commerce.  I  think  they  have  been 
deceived  by  agents  of  the  confederates,  and  will  be  ready  and  uixiooB 
to  act  with  more  than  their  usual  energy  to  remedy  the  evil. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE, 

United  States  CoiutU. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  t^.,  <Cc.,  &c. 


Earl  Rusnell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  Ifovember  30, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  note,  dated 
the  28th  instant,  but  which  was  only  delivered  at  the  Foreign  Office  a 
few  minutes  before  i  o'lock  on  the  following  day,  Sunday,  respecting 
the  case  of  a  vessel  described  in  the  letter  from  the  United  States  con- 
sul in  London,  inclosed  in  your  note,  as  the  confederate  steamer  Bappa- 
hannock,  formerly  her  Majesty's  ship  Victor,  recently  sold  out  of  the 
government  service;  and  calling  attention  also  to  two  vessels  named 
the  Harriet  Pinckney  and  the  Agrippina,  which  have  put  into  Plymoath, 
and  which  yon  believed  may  be  charged  with  the  materials  for  the  arm- 
ament of  the  Rappahannock,  and  possibly  with  a  portion  of  the  crev. 

I  have  to  acquaint  you  that  the  attention  of  the  proper  department  of 
her  Mfyesty's  government  has  been  directed,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the 
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statements  made  bj  yon,  and  by  the  Uoitod  States  codboI,  ia  this  mat- 
ter; and  Lord  BoaaeU  has  qo  doubt  tliat  immediate  steps  will  be  taken 
to  verify  the  truth  of  these  statemeats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

fiUSSELL. 

Arables  Pbangis  Adasis,  Bsq.,  dx.,  d^.,  &c. 


Mr.  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Ko.  654.]  liBGATIOK  OF  THE  0HITED  STATES, 

Zondon,  December  11, 1863. 
Sib:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord  Kussell  cover- 
ing some  depositions  sent  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  for  this  place,  in 
the  case  of  the  steamer  Victor ;  his  lordship  has  acknowledged  the  same. 
Copies  of  all  these  papers  are  subjoined.    I  have  just  received  another 
deposition  on  the  same  subject,  which  I  propose  to  send  in  at  once. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Russell. 

Lboation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  December  6, 1863. 
Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
and  copies  of  the  depositions  of  William  Wynn,  Joseph  Murray,  Tbomaa 
Kelly,  Henry  Barraclough,  and  James  Tucker,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  with  the  fitting  out  of  the  steamer  Victor  at  Sbeet- 
ness,  for  the  use  of  the  iasnrgents  of  the  United  States,  and  the  enlist- 
ment of  men  for  service  in  tbat  vessel. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &&,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  EablRusseix,  <£o.,  (£c.,  tfv. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

United  States  Cohsplate, 

London,  December  li,  1863. 
SiK :  I  herewith  inclose  the  affida\its  of  William  Wynn,  Joseph  Mur- 
ray, and  Thomas  Kelley,  in  reference  to  the  confederate  steamer  Rap- 
pahannock, now  in  the  port  of  Calais,  France.  They  show  very  conclu- 
sively that  sh%  is  n  rebel  privateer;  tbat  she  escaped  from  an  English  port 
in  an  unfinished  state,  and  is  now  completing  her  repairs  and  outlits  in 
a  French  port,  and  where  and  who  engaged  the  crew  to  go  in  her.  Other 
afHdavits,  showing  other  features  of  the  case,  will  be  sent  to  you  in  a 
short  time. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MORSE,  ContuL 
Hon.  Chakles  Fbavoib  Adaus, 

United  States  Minister.  p,^„ ^^^  by  Cooglc 
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Deposition  of  Wtiitam  Wjfnn. 

I,  William  Wynn,  boardint^-bouse  keeper,  at  present  residing  at  22 
Lower  Berner's  street,  Commercial  Koa^l  East,  do  hereby  triUy,  sin- 
cerely, and  BoleniDly  swear,  that  a  boarder,  named  Charles  Bennett, 
informed  me  that  he  had  shiiiped  on  board  a  ship  to  run  the  blockade. 
Sot  liking  the  advance  note,  I  applied  to  the  broker's,  Robert  Gordon 
Coleman,  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  Lombard  street,  respecting  it.  They 
satisOed  me  that  it  would  be  paid,  and  requested  me  to  procure  eleven 
aeameu  for  the  same  ship,  which,  ou  the  2Gth  of  November,  I  supplied, 
and  they  went  tq  the  railway  station,  at  London  Bridge,  to  meet  a  per- 
son calling  himself  Captain  Brown,  whom  I  first  met  at  the  broker's,  ■ 
Bobert  Gordon  Coleman,  and  tickets  were  purchased  by  the  so-called 
Captain  Brown,  for  Calais,  for  them,  (the  men,)  with  about  twenty-eight 
to  thirty  others,  on  Friday  evening,  the  27th  of  November,  The  men  I 
sapplied  were  to  receive  £3  ISs.  per  month,  in  a  ship  caUed  the  Scylla 
or  Stella,  (pro  tern.,)  captain's  name  Anson,  (pro  tern.)  The  seamen, 
Joseph  Murray  and  Thomas  Kellcy,  were  two  of  the  eleven;  Charles 
Bennett,  named  above,  is  still  on  board.  Tlie  men  were  shipjied  to  join 
the  ship  in  the  Downs  for  a  voyage  to  Jamaica. 

WILLIAM  WTNN. 

Swoni  at  my  office.  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  2d  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioiterio  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery, 


I>epoHHon  of  Joseph  Murray  and  Thomas  KeUy. 

We,  Joseph  Murray,  at  present  residing  at  Mr.  W.  Wynn's,  22  Lower 
Berner's  street,  Conimerdal  lioad  East,  and  Tbomaa  Kelly,  at  present 
residing  at  Mr.  Wattrs's,  13  Ellen  street,  back  Church  lane,  do  hereby  ■ 
truly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear,  that  we  were  taken  ou  Thursday, 
the  28tb  of  November  last,  by  Mr.  Wynii,  to  No.  28  Clement's  lane,  and 
there  introduced  to  a  gentleman  called  Captain  Brown,  who  engaged  us 
for  a  ship  lying  in  the  Downs,  named  Scylla  or  Stella^  for  o  voyage  to 
St.  Thomas  or  Jamaica,  for  twelve  months,  at  £3  15».  a  month ;  but  it 
was  understood  that,  after  we  were  on  board,  a  new  arranf^ment  was 
to  be  made,  and  articles  si^ed.  We  were  told  that  the  ship  was  an 
English  ship  going  to  run  the  blockade.  On  Friday  evening,  the  27Ui 
instant,  we  went  to  the  railway  station,  London  Bridge,  and  were  sent 
to  Dpver,  with  others,  about  forty  in  all.  Upon  arrival  at  Dover  tbo 
Bo-called  Captain  Brown,  and  a  gentleman  c^ed  the  owner,  sent  us  to 
an  hotel,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  28th  of  November  we  went  to  Calais 
in  the  packet.  Upon  arrival  at  Calais  we  went  on  board  a  ship  them 
called  the  BapptUiaunock,  and  we  were  called  aft,  and  the  captain  od 
board  said  that  he  was  surprised  that  they  (the  men)  should  have  been 
sent  down,  aa  he  would  not  be  ready  for  a  fortnight,  and  that  he  had 
ordered  Captain  Brown  to  send  him  down  one  hundred  able-bodied  men, 
and  that  he  did  not  wish  that  the  men  should  come  on  board  in  the  har- 
bor_,  bat  had  intended  to  have  taken  them  off  the  packet  before  she  bad 
arrived,  and  that  the  ship  was  not  in  a  condition  to  receive  the  crew,  as 
the  ship  was  undergoing  repairs  be&re  going  to  sea.    The  captain  on 
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board  in  conmuuid,  vhen  he  called  as  aft  the  first  time,  said  to  obi 
"  Now  you  men  know  what  yon  are  engaged  to  do.  You  are  Dovr  on 
your  own  hook,  and  whatever  plunder  you  can  make  at  sea  the  better 
lior  you.  You  are  now  going  privateering,  the  same  as  the  Alabama  and 
the  Florida.  You  men  are  going  to  figbt  for  money,  and  I  am  going  to 
fight  for  glory,"  Words  to  this  effect  were  repeated  several  times.  As 
he  saw  that  most  of  us  were  discontent^,  we  objected  to  stay  by  her, 
and  he  said,  he  (the  captain)  only  wished  that  he  bail  us  at  sea,  and  he 
■  would  show  us  wliat  discontent  was.  After  several  eonversatioiiB,  the 
master  said  he  would  not  take  the  discontented  ones,  and  that  all  that 
wished  to  leave  might  go.  This  was  on  Monday  last,  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, and  at  2  a.  m.,  the  Ist  of  December,  tweuty-oue  of  us  were  sent 
back  to  Loudon. 

JOSEPH  MUBKAY. 


Witness  to  the  mark  of  Tliomas  Kelly — 
Joshua  Nunn. 

Sworu  by  the  deponent,  Joseph  Murray,  at  my  office,  Ko.  5  White 
Hart  Court,  Lomharf  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  tUia  2d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1863,  belbre  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Kelly,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  Court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  Loudon,  this  2d  dAy  of  December,  1863, 
the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had 
truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affida- 
vit to  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  Ids  mark  thereto; 
before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery, 


Affidavit  of  Henry  Barradovgh.    - 

I,  Henry  Barrnclough,  of  King's  Head  alley,  Slieerness,  fireman  and 
boiler-maker,  late  in  her  Majesty's  dock  yard,  Shecrness,  do  hereby  sol- 
emnly swear,  that  about  two  months  since  I  and  otbers  heard  hands 
■were  wanted  for  tbe  Scylla,  of  Loudon,  late  her  Mjyesty's  steamer  Vic- 
tor. I  went  to  Mr.  Rumble,  thecJiiefinsi>eetor  of  machinery  afloat.  He 
promised  to  speak  for  mo  to  tbe  mate  of  the  Seylla,  Mr.  Ramsey.  I  saw 
Mr.  Bamsey  near  the  Fountain  Hotel  last  Tuesday  week  in  the  moruing: 
be  said  to  me,  "  Mr.  Rumble  has  been  speaking  to  me  about  you,"  and 
said,  "  if  you  come  on  board  at  one  o'clock  this  al'teruoon  I  will  ship  you." 
I  did  go  on  board,  and  he  said,  "  Here  you  are,  my  lad;"  I  said  "  Yes," 
and  he  said,  "  I  will  ship  you  as  a  fireman  at  £8  per  month  for  the  trial 
trip,  which  is  not  to  exceed  fourteen  days ;  but  it  may  be  only  three 
days,  and  I  will  send  you  home  at  the  owner's  expense  to  Sheemess  in 
case  you  do  not  like  to  sliip  for  voyage,  or  our  articles."  I  said,  "  Very 
well ;"  and  he  told  me  to  go  forward  and  tell  tbe  cook  to  give  me  any- 
thing to  eat  there  was  on  board.  I  remained  on  board  imtil  I  landed  in 
Calais  on  Friday  lait     There  were  hammocks,  blankets,  and  bedding 
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TOOvided  for  the  crew.  On  Tnesclay  week  night  we  left  about  midnighL 
The  Scylla  waa  anchored  oflF  Westminster.  The  mate  gave  the  order  to 
weigh  anchor,  which  was  done.  Mr.  Bees,  the  master  rigger,  was  oo 
board,  bat  he  left  in  the  tag  when  we  had  been  about  three  noun  at 
sea;  therefore  he  did  not  go  to  Calais  with  us.  I  have  received  ^t  the 
money  due  me,  am  sstisfled  with  the  treatment  I  received.  When  I  was 
called  (on  boaxd  by  the  captain)  aft  to  sign  articles,  he  told  na  all  that 
the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war;  that  the  same  roles  would  be 
observed  as  in  any  other  regular  man-of-war,  but  the  lash  would  not  be 
used. 

Id  my  opinion  she  is  as  good  a  ship  as  any  I  ever  worked  upon  in  h« 
Htgesty's  service,  but  the  boilers  are  out  of  repair.  Tbe  riggeis  on 
bo^rd  were  working  in  the  dock  yard,  and  had  leave  of  absence,  whidi 
was  sanctioned  by  the  captain  of  the  yard.  The  ship  left  Sheemess  very 
suddenly,  and  uo  gans  or  monitions  of  war  were  received  on  board  in 
the  Downs. 

HENET  BABRACLOFGH. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  tbe 
city  of  London,  this  3d  day  of  December,  X863,  before  me. 

■    JOHN  J.  ANDEEW, 
A  London  Gommiasiojter  to  Administer  Oaths,  <£c. 


Deposition  of  James  Tucker. 

I,  James  Tucker,  of  King's  Head  alley,  Sheemesa,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  I  was  present  with  Henry  Barraclough  during  the  whole  time  he 
remained  on  board  the  steamship  Scylln,  late  her  Majesty's  steamer  Vic- 
tor, and  I  do  hereby  swear  to  the  truth  of  the  above  affidavit  of  Henry 
Barraclough  in  every  particular.  I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  treatment 
I  received ;  have  been  paid ;  and  have  no  objection  to  go  in  the  ship. 

JAMES  TUCKER. 

Sworn  at  my  ofQce,  No.  6  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
oit;  of  London,  this  M  day  of  December,  1SR3,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDKEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths,  Ae, 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiGN  Office,  Deemnber  5, 1863. 
Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  ]ett«r  irf 
this  day's  date,  transmitting  copies  of  depositions  relative  to  the  fitting 
out  of  the  steamer  Victor,  otherwise  Rappahannock,  at  Slieemess;  and 
I  have  to  state  to  you  that  the  same  shall  be  eoDsidcred  by  her  Majesty's 
government. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  witli  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  bamble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Ohableb  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  &c.,  die,  dc. 

,  .dbCJOOgIc 
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Mr,  Adamt  to  Mr.  Seward. 


So.  558.]  Lesatiok  of  the  United  States, 

L(mdon,  December  17, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  coDtinne  to  send  to  Lord  RnBBell  such  papers  ae  are  fumiahed 
to  me,  showiug  the  ebaracter  of  the  slogalar  procieedisg  at  Sheemess. 
1  liave  now  to  trauamit  copies  of  my  notes  of  tlie  12th  and  the  16th,  witii 
tbeir  inclosureB.  I  have  very  little  doubt  of  thecomplicity  of  the  higher 
antfaorities  in  the  dock  yard,  as  well  in  the  ontflt  as  in  the  escape  of  the 
Victor. 

I  have  likewise  sent  to  Mr.  Daytou  copies  of  the  papers  inclosed  in 
those  notes.  They  serve  \o  show  the  equivocal  character  of  the  steamer, 
which  the  French  government  seems  rather  precipitately  to  have  recog- 
nized. 

1  likewise  transmit  a  copy  of  a  note  received  from  Lord  Knssell  last 
evening,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  28th  ultimo,  and  of  the  Gth  instant.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  some  rather  stringent  action  is  in  coutem- 
platioD  against  these  rebel  euterprisea,  bat  I  have  no  idea  what  it  is  to 

I  learn  that  the  whole  of  the  cargo  of  one  of  the  Teasels  reported  to 
have  been  destroyed  by  the  Alabama  in  the  east  is  Briti^  property,  and 
insured  in  Loudon  for  fifteen  thousand  poanda 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FILANCIS  ABAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewaed, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Barl  Busseil. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  12, 1863. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  trausmit  the  copy  of  another  deposi- 
tion, furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
London,  going  to  show  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  that  have  taken 
'  place  at  Sheeme^,  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  her  Majesty's  steam- 
ship Victor. 

I  pri>y  yo'ir  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consider- 
ation with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEAUCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Bussell,  <£«.,  disc,  dtc 


Depoeition  of  Btehard  i^endiff. 

I,  Richard  Spendiff,  of  Brightman's  Court,  Mile  Town,  Sheemess,  do 
hereby,  troly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  a  laborer,  and  on 
Tuesday,  the  24th  November  last,  in  company  with  a  man  named  Mo- 
loney, went  to  see  Mr.  Ramble,  (having  previously  seen  him  about 
going  to  work  on  board  the  Scylla,)  and  got  a  note  £rom  him  (Hr.  Ram- 
ble) to  an  officer  on  board.    I  went  op  board  tiie  Scylla,  late  her  Mi^esty's 


734  BBBEL  CKUISEBB. 

Bteamsbip  Victor,  in  Sheemees  hfu-bor,  and  eaw  tbe  captain,  s  person 
who  acted  as  agent,  and  Mr.  Rumble,  in  tlie  cabin.  They  offered  me  and 
others  £6  for  the  trial  trip,  which  we  refhaed.  Hr.  Bnmble  said  he  tliong:fat 
it  was  qoite  enough  ;  but  we  wanted  £S.  This  they  agreed  to  give  each 
of  as,  and  £1  6s.  6d.  cash  to  pay  onr  fares  home.  We  then  signed  an 
aitreement  to  go,  I  as  leading  stoker.  We  did  not  expect  to  go  for  some 
days,  bnt  in  conneqnence  of  something  that  oocnrred  we  went  to  sea 
that  night,  and  arrived  at  Calais  Wednesday  night,  and  went  into  bar 
bor  the  next  day,  Thnrsday,  the  26th  yoveraber.  Soon  after  we  left 
Bheerneas  the  ship's  name  was  painted  out  of  her  stern.  Her  M^e8tj*B 
steamship  Victor,  while  in  ordinary,  used  to  lie  at  her  mooriogs  on  the 
west  shore,  Sheerness  harbor.  After  she  was  sold  she  went  into  the 
basin  in  the  dock  yard,  and  was  calked  all  over  except  her  lower  deck. 
This  took  about  ten  days.  She  then  went  hack  to  her  old  moorings,  and 
remained  several  days;  then  she  went  alongside  her  Majesty's  ship  Com- 
berland,  and  on  Saturday,  the  2l8t  November,  had  her  lower  masts  put 
in  tmin  off  that  ship,  (the  Cnmberland.)  She  went  to  another  part  of 
the  harbor  off  a  place  called  Westminster.  This  was  more  convenient 
for  the  dock  yard  men  to  go  to  and  fro.  Some  of  her  storeR,  rigging, 
provisions,  &c.,  were  put  on  board  from  sailing  barks  from  London,  as 
well  as  her  coals,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  or  thereabouts,  wbiuh  we 
stowed  in  her  bnnkers.  The  water  (two  casks)  was  put  on  board  from 
the  dock  yard  sailing  tank  about  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  as  we 
sailed  at  night.  The  Victor,  or  Scylla,  had  six  boilers.  Only  five 
of  them  oould  lie  tised  when  wo  left,  and  on  the  run  two  others  broke 
down,  so  that  we  had  three  useless,  viz.,  the  high  and  low  port^  and  the 
high  starboard  boiler.  When  we  left  her  the  only  boilers  in  workmgorder 
was  the  fighting  ones.  The  magnziue  was  in  good  condition,  having 
been  repaired  since  she  was  sold.  The  eyebolts  to  work  her  broadside 
gnns  were  in.  Her  lower  masts  were  not  wedged  after  having  been  pnt 
in  from  the  Cnmberland ;  her  standing  riggiog  was  on  and  set  up,  bnt 
not  ratted  down.  She  had  no  sails  bent  when  she  left  the  port  of  Sheer- 
ness.  She  had  about  eight  riggers  from  the  dock  yard  at  work  on  ber 
rigging.  These  men  continued  to  work  on  her  rigging  during  her  ran 
to  and  after  her  arrival  at  Calais.  Mr.  Rees,  the  master  rigger  of  Sheet- 
ness  dock  yard,  was  on  board  when  we  left  Sheemess,  but  returned  in 
the  tng.  When  she  left  Sheerness  she  was  prepared  to  sling  bammockB 
for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  tlie  hammock  hooks  bein^in  their 
places  and  the  hammocks  on  board.  The  bedding  for  the  same  number 
of  hammocks,  with  blankets,  and  remaining  part  of  her  stores,  was  pnt 
on  board  from  the  tug-boat  that  towed  her  to  sea,  after  leaving  Sheer- 
ness, coming  alongside  for  that  purpose.  There  waa  no  water  on  hoard 
for  a  voyage,  only  the  two  casks  before  named.  Wlien  we  left  Sheer- 
ness I  consider  f  with  my  experience  of  seventeen  years  in  the  navy)  she 
was  not  in  a  nt  state  to  go  to  sea.  When  we  arrived  at  Caicus  a 
new  captain  came  on  board,  who  told  us  ho  had  been  chief  mate  of  the 
Alabama.  He  oniered  all  hands  up  and  asked  ns  if  we  would  enter  the 
confederate  service.  He  said  he  would  give  each  a  bounty  of  £10,  be- 
sides jSS  per  .month,  if  we  would  sif^n  articles  for  twelve  months.  He 
said  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war.  She  was  to  have  eight 
gnns  and  was  to  go  to  the  Downs,  and  then  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  bat 
that  we  might  have  to  flgiit  the  American  cruisers,  as  there  were  three 
of  them  outside  the  hartrar  waiting  to  catch  us,  and  we  shoidd  have  to 
fight  or  mn.  He  said  his  ship,  the  Rappahannock,  was  to  cmiae  tbe 
same  as  the  Alabama  wid  Florida,  and  that  we  were  to  cmise  for  prist 
mon^.    On  the  Ist  December  eight  boiler-makers  weut  over  to  Calais 
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from  tbe  dock  yard  to  work  on  board  tbe  ship.  Then  were  some  mai 
voicing  on  board  the  Scylla  as  stokers  before  I  joined  her.  lliey  came 
fiwm  "Woolwich.    1  do  not  know  their  names. 

BIGHABD  +  3PBKDIFF. 

WitDess  to  the  mtu-k  of  Bichard  Spendiff: 
Joshua,  Numn. 

Sworn  by  tbe  deponent,  Richard  Spendiff,  at  my  office,  No.  11  Birchen 
lane,  in  the  city  of.  London,  this  Sth  day  of  December,  1863,  the  wit- 
D«aa  to  tbe  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinetly,  and  aodibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  affidavit  of 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  bim  make  his  mark  thereto.    Before 

me.  

WM.  MURRAY, 
A  London  Commitaioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Mr.  Adami  to  Earl  Russeli. 

Legation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  December  16, 1863. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  an  extract  fi'om  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of 
tbe  United  States  at  London,  together  with  an  official  copy  of  a  paper 
■which  appears  to  prove  that  the  vessel  which  escaped  from  SheemesB 
tbe  other  day,  and  now  goes  under  tbe  name  of  tbe  Rappahannock  at 
Calais,  is  actually  owned  and  held  by  Robert  Gordon  Coleman,  a  BritiBh 
subject,  doing  business  at  No.  28  Clement's  lane. 

I  trust  I  need  not  poiut  out  to  your  lordship  that  this  proceeding  in- 
volves either  a  gross  fraud,  or  a  case  of  hostile  equipment  attempted  by 
one  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  In  either  instance  I  cannot  permit  myself 
to  doubt  that  her  Majesty's  government  will  take  suitable  measures  to 
snstaiu  the  neutrality  of  the  country  against  violation. 

I  pray  yonr  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
sen'ant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russell,  de.,  die.,  4be.  ' 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

CEittsct.] 

United  States  Oonbulate, 

London,  December  15, 1863. 
SlE :  I  herewith  forward  to  you  an  official  copy  of  the  register  of  the 
privateer  Scylla,  or  Rappahannock.  .You  will  notice  that  she  stands 
this  day  registered  at  the  jiroper  depactment  of  tbe  English  revenue 
service  as  a  British  ship.  There  faas  been  no  legal  transfer,  and  the 
legal  ownership  at  3  o'clock  this  day  was  in  Robert  QordoD  Coleman, 
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Ko.  28  Olemeot^s  lane,  London.  So  far,  tiien,  as  the  trae  ovneiship  ia 
shown  by  tbe  papers  required  to  make  a  legal  transfer,  she  is  a  Biitiah 
privateer  under  the  rebel  fliur. 

a  ■  a  a"*  *  a  a  a 

Snglish  boiler-makera  ftom  Sheemeas,  and  other  mechanics,  ore  still 
at  work  fitting  her  oot,  and  ,seamen  are  almost  daily  sent  to  her  from 
this  country  in  small  numbers  at  a  time. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOBSB,  OontuL 
Hon.  Ghaklbs  Fbakois  Adams, 

United  Statet  Minister  at  London, 


Form  No.  219. 
Copy  register  for  transmission  to  chief  registrar  of  skipping. 

Official  No.  of  ship 48554.       Name  of  ship,  Scylla. 

Port  Ko.  448.  Port  of  registry,  London.  British  or  foreign  built — British. 

WhetherasaUingorsteam-l  *^    Where  built— in  the  wi,™Kniii, 

ship;  if  steam,  how  pro-  5  f^"       river  Thames,  for  "°^'*°"'' 

peUe^.             '                ^«^'-       H.M.gov6mnIent.  .  ^^^- 

Na,  date,  and  porii  of  previoas  registry,  (if  any.) 


No.  of  decks one. 

No.  of  masts three. 

fiigged bark. 

Stem square. 


Build carveL 

Gallery none. 

Head womanfignre. 

Framework wood. 


linage. 

Tonnage  under  tonnage  deck 629.11 

Closed-in  spaces  above  the  tonnage  deck,  if  any,  vis :  space  or 

spaces  between  decks. 
.  Poop. 
Bound-house. 

Other  inclosed  spaces,  (if  any,)  naming  them.  

529.11 
Deduct  allowance  for  propelling  power 296.66 

Beg^ster  tonnage  _ 232.65 

Measurements. 

Length  from  the  fore  part  of  the  stem,  under  the  bowsprit^  to  the  aft 
side  of  tbe  head  of  tiie  stem-post,  192  feet  7-lOths. 
Main  breadth  to  oatside  of  plank,  29  feet  (MOths. 
Depth  in  hold  from  tonnage  deck  to  ceiling,  at  midships,  14  feet  1-lOth. 

Additional  particulars  for  steamers. 

Deduction  for  space  required  for  propelling  power 296.66 

Length  of  engine-room,  (if  measured,)  73  feet  4-10&8. 

No.  of  engines,  2. 

Combined  power,  estimated  horse-power,  350.  ((>(.>(?  I C 
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Namei,  rendetuXf  and  deacription  of  the  ownerg,  and  number  of  sixty  fourth 
shares  held  by  eaeh  owner. 

Robert  Gordon  Coleman,  of  28  Clement's  lane,  in  the  city  of  London, 
merchant,  61  shares. 

Dat«d  November  6, 1863. 

EDWARD  SHEPPAED,  Registrar. 

K  B. — To  be  addressed  in  an  envelope  to  the  chief  registrar  of  ship- 
ping, custom-house,  London. 

1  Km.  3  I  63— H.  &  8.  593. 
No.  219. — Copy  of  register  for  transmission  to  chief  registrar  of  shipping. 
Beferences  to  transactiona     '      Changes  of  masters. 
(Issued  December  17, 1863.) 

1  hereby  certify  the  foregoing  copy  of  certificate  of  registry  to  be  a 
true  copy. 

H.  MATO,  B^trar  Omerat. 
Genbbal  Ebqisteb  and  Bbcobd  Office  of 

Seiameh  Am>  Shipping,  London,  December  17, 1863. 


Sari  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEian  Office,  Ifecember  16, 1863. 

Sib:  The  circnmstanceB  connected  with  the  sale  and  subsequent  re> 
moval  from  Bheemess  of  the  vessel  now  called  the  fiappahannock,  bat 
formerly  her  Majesty's  gun-vessel  Victor,  to  which  you  called  my  atten- 
tion in  your  letters  of  the  28th  of  November  and  5tli  of  December,  have 
engaged  the  serious  attention  of  her  M^esty's  government,  and  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  you  that  her  M^esty's  government  are  fully  deter- 
mined to  take  such  steps  as  may  legidly  be  witbin  their  power  to  put  in 
force  the  laws  of  this  country  against  any  persons  who  in  this  matter 
may  appear  to  have  transgressed  them. 

As  regards  the  other  vessels  which,  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, you  state  that  you  have  reason  to  believe  may  be  charged  with 
the  materials  for  the  armament,  and  possibly  with  a  portion  of  the  crew 
of  the  liappabannock,  1  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that  the  col- 
lector of  customs  at  Plymouth  has  reported  that  the  Agrippina,  which 
arrived  at  that  port  wind-bound  on  the  2yth  of  Noveml«r,  sailed  again 
on  the  following  morning  for  Bermuda,  having  not  shipped  at  Plymouth 
either  cargo,  crew,  or  passengers,  and  with  her  hatches  battened  down 
and  her  boats  stowed  aw&y  in  the  usual  manner  for  a  long  voyage. 

The  Harriet  Pinckney,  whose  destination  was  also  Bermuda,  put  into 
Plymouth  under  stress  of  weather  on  the  21st  of  November,  and  has 
been  obliged  to  discharge  her  cargo  there  in  order  to  obtain  necessary 
repairs,  the  completion  of  which  will  probably  require  considerable  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 

Chables  Feahois  Ajdabis,  Esq.,  <£«.,  (£o.,  i£c.  C  (XIqIc 

47  A  0 — VOL.  n  '        '        t> 
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Mr.  Adanu  to  Mr.  Seutard. 

No.  663.]  Legation  of  the  TJnitki)  States, 

ZonAm,  DecenAer  2i,  1863. 
Sib  ;  Mr.  Morse,  the  consnl  at  this  place,  has  Just  fdrnished  me  wltfa 
ft  Dumber  of  depositions  in  regard  to  tbe  proceedings  at  Sheemeaa  in 
the  case  of  tbe  Scyllaij  alicu  Victor,  alias  BappabauDock.  I  thought 
them  so  stroug  that  I  immediately  transmitted  thepi  to  Lord  Bussellf 
frith  a  note.    Copies  of  these  papers  are  subjoined. 

I  Lave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  youx  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRAITCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  AtUmu  to  Earl  Bvaaeli. 

Legation  op  the  TJhited  States, 

Lonthn,  December  23, 1863. 

Mt  Lord  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  irom  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
this  porL  together  with  copies  of  seven  depositions  of  persons  who  tes- 
tify to  the  proceedings  connected  with  the  outfit  and  departure  of  the 
steamer  Scylla,  Victor,  or  Bappahannock,  from  Bheemess,  and  her  later 
condition  at  Calais. 

It  is  with  the  most  profound  regret  that  I  am  forced  to  the  conclnsion 
that  the  entire  movement  has  been  conducted  with  the  connivance  and 
direct  aid  of  many  of  her  Miyestj's  officers  stationed  within  the  royal 
dock  yard  at  Sbeemess.  The  testimony  in  regard  to  the  masts  furnished 
tram  the  Cumberland,  the  supply  of  water  and  some  other  stores,  the 
aid  of  a  government  pilot,  and  the  privity  of  many  of  the  officers  of 
the  yard  to  the  employment  of  tbe  hands,  appears  to  be  very  conclusive. 

Tbe  agency  of  Mr.  Coleman,  a  British  subject,  and  the  apparent 
owner  of  a  vessel  now  pretending  to  clum  the  protection  of  the  French 
government  as  a  belligerent  ship  of  war,  seems  also  to  require  notice. 
Mr.  Coleman  is  thus  presented  as  a  person  crarying  on  war  with  tiie 
United  States;  or  else  he  is  making  himself  a  party  to  a  gross  fraud 
npon  the  government  of  iFrance,  with  ^e  intent  to  violate  the  nea- 
trality  enjoined  upon  him  by  her  Majesty's  proclamation. 

I  have  felt  it  my  painful  duty  to  bring  to  your  lordsbip'a  notice  these 
particulars  of  this  most  extraordinary  case,  not  from  any  doubt  of  tiie 
determination  of  her  Mtyesty's  government,  already  signified  to  me,  to 
do  justice  in  the  matter,  bat  from  a  sense  of  an  obligation  to  do  every- 
thing within  my  power  to  contribute  to  the  exposure  of  the  offenders. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  Hie  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHABLES  FBAirCIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eaxl  Bussell,  <£c.,  <£o.,  &c. 


^dbyCoogle 
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^r.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adama. 


United  States  Cokstlate, 

London,  I>8cember  22, 1863. 

Snt :  I  herewitti  inclose  affldavite  of  Enocli  Cohen,  George  Hill, 
Jamea  Nnnn,  Charles  Newton,  James  Maloney,  William  O'Kelly,  ana 
George  Bailey,  in  the  case  of  the  privateer  Victor,  Scylla,or  Bappahan- 
nock. 

Permit  me  to  call  yoar  attention  to  the  date  of  the  advance  note  given 
to  Charles  Bnll,  a  seaman,  and  wliioh  was,  some  days  after,  paid  by 
Bobert  Gordon  Coleman,  "So.  28  Clement's  lane,  London,  who  appears 
hy  the  record  evidence  to  he  the  lawful  owner  of  the  privateer  Bappa> 
hannock,  now  under  the  confederate  flag.  The  Victor,  or  Scylla,  escaped 
from  Sheemess  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  of  November.  The  note 
was  given  when  the  man  Bull  was  shipped,  on  the  25th  of  November, 
and  was  paid  by  Coleman  on  the  11th  of  December.  So  far  as  any  re- 
corded evidence  shows  ownership,  the  legal  title  to  the  rebel  priTat«er 
Rappahannock  is  still  in  B.  G.  Coleman,  a  London  merchant.  The 
papers  herewith  and  previously  sent  to  you  prove  that  he  has  interested 
himself  in  supplying  his  corsnir,  now  under  the  confederate  flag,  since 
she  left  Sheerness,  and  since  she  hoisted  that  flag,  with  a  large  number 
of  seamen.  Mr.  Coleman's  cooneetioD  with  tUe  pnrdiase,  flttiug,  and 
manning  of  the  Rappahannock  is  too  clearly  established  to  be  called  in 
question. 

Should  it  be  nrged,  as  a  reason  for  not  making  any  effort  to  reclaim 
the  Kappahanbock  as  a  piratical  British  ship  under  a  foreign  flag,  or  to 
prevent  her  from  proceeding  to  sea  as  a  privateer,  that  an  Englisn  ship 
can  be  sold  to  foreigners  without  a  cancelling  of  her  register  in  this 
country,  and  that  Mr.  Colemau  may  have  sold  her  since  she  left  this 
country,  we  reply  that  so  far  as  is  known  he  is  still  the  owner ;  that 
the  legal  record  of  ownership  shows  her  today  to  be  an  English  ship, 
and  that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  authorities  here  to  prevent  her  frum  pirati- 
cal acta,  or  to  show  that  all  title  to  her  has  legally  passed  from  citizens 
of  this  country  to  foreigners,  and  that  she  is  now  lawfully  held  by  such 
foreigners. 

It  is  a  question  of  some  interest  to  know  how,  in  the  present  state  of 
European  law  in  reference  to  privateers,  a  rebel  cmiser  can  commence 
her  puratical  career  from  a  European  port,  with  papers  that  will  be 
respected,  or  rather  that  ought  to  be  respected,  by  the  maritime  powers 
of  Europa  Who  has  authority  to  issue  such  papers,  and  to,  claim  for 
them  the  acknowledgment  and  respect  of  maritime  states  t 

1  would  also  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  the  date  of  the  engage- 
ment with  the  boiler- makers,  at  the  Sheerness  dock  yard,  by  Engineer 
Bumble,  and  Mr.  Bagshaw,  a  foreman  in  the  boiler  department,  in  which, 
transaction  Mr.  Greathead,  a  chief  engineer  in  the  royal  navy,  also  par- 
ticipated, as  paymaster  to  the  families  of  the  men  at  Sheerness,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Bumble.  The  engagement  of  these  boiler-makers,  to  go 
to  Calais  to  repair  the  boilers  of  the  privateer  Kappahannock,  was  five 
or  sis  days  after  that  steamer  left  Sheerness,  and  some  four  days  after 
her  arrival  at  the  port  of  Calais,  in  France,  onder  the  rebel  flag,  and 
after  she  had  been  announced  in  the  newspapers  of  England  as  a  rebel 
privateer  escaped  from  an  English  port. 

Very  sincerely,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  M0B8E,  CoimkZ. 

Hon.  C.  F.  ADAMg,  .1    Cu>(>q[c 

Cntted  Statea  Minister,  ^c.  *- 
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AdruiM  not«. 
£3  16«.  LoimoN,  Ifovemher  25, 1863. 

Three  days  after  the  ship  S.  S.  Stella,  pro  tern.,  leaves  Downs,  pay  to 
the  order  of  Charles  Bull  (provided  he  sails  in  the  said  ship,  and  is 
duly  earning  his  ^ges  according  to  his  agreement)  the  sum  of  three 
pounds  fifteen  shillings,  being  one  utonth^a  advance  of  w^es.. 

THOMAS  ANSON,  for  Master. 

Messra  Gk>BDON  &  Co. 

Payable  at  28  Clement's  lane,  city. 

The  seaman  most  write  his  name  on  the  back  hereof;  by  this  act  be 
viU  oaderstand  he  is  conveying  to  another  the  valne  of  the  note.  If  he 
cannot  write,  his  mark  must  be  attested  by  a  wituees,  not  the  discounter 
of  recipient. 

!N'.  B. — The  seaman  most  join  the  ship  at  the  time  appointed,  or  a 
snbstitute  will  be  engaged.    Ship  lying  in  or .    Time  to  Join 

Sold  by  J.  Omer,  99  Meriones,  London,  Navigation  OflOce. 
Indorsed  at  back : 


CHARLES  X  BULL. 


Witness: 

K.  COEBN. 


This  is  the  paper  writing  referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit  of  Enoch 
Oolwn,  BVOTQ  bra6ie  me  this  11th  day  of  December,  1863. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commistioner,  (£o. 


Affidavit  of  Enoch  Coke*. 

I,  Enoch  Cohen,  of  No.  9  Palmer  street,  Spitalflelds,  do  solemnly  swear 
that  the  foregoing  paper  writing  is  a  true  and  iaithful  copy  of  ao  original 
advance  note,  received  by  me  firom  N.  Cohen,  tailor  and  outfitter,  of  Wells 
street,  Well  Close  Square,  to  collect,  the  said  note  having  been  given  to 
Charles  Bull,  able  seaman,  as  advance  for  wages  to  be  earned  on  board 
ibe  steamship  Stella,  or  Scylla,  or  Bappahannock,  then  lying  at  Calais. 
I  had  two  other  advance  not«B  from  seamen  named  John  Dewslip,  A.  B^ 
and  Abraham  Butler,  boy,  which  were  given  th^n  at  a  public  house  in 
Boyal  Mint  street.  I  received  the  money  for  the  last  two  notes  at  the 
office  of  Mr.  Robert  Cordon  Coleman,  28  Clement's  lane,  and  Charles 
Bull's  note  was  paid  me  at  Mr.  Pearson's  office,  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  by 
a  Mr.  Daley. 

ENOCH  COHEN. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  57  Nicholas  lanef,  in  the  city  of  London,  this 
nth  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GAHT, 

A  London  CommUnonm',  <£& 


Affidavit  of  George  Hill. 

I,  Oeorge  HiU,  of  Hythe,  Kent,  sailmaker,  late  of  her  M^esty's  steam 
frigate  Emerald,  having  been  paid  off  from  that  ship  about  two  mouths 
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since,  do  solemnly  awear  that  in  the  be^nning  of  liTovember  last,  npon 
applying  to  Mr.  Bnmble,  her  Majesty's  inspector  of  machinery  afloat  at 
Sheernesa,  for  a  ship,  he  sent  me  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  M^esty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  to  work  as  sailmaker.  I  remained 
on  board  until  the  24th  of  November,  on  the  night  of  which  day  the  ship 
saddenly  left  for  Calais.  Upon  arriving  there,  another  captain  took 
command,  and  wanted  me  to  sign  articles,  at  £10  per  month,  in  her.  I 
was  then  told  that  she  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  was  to  have 
had  £10  l>onnty.  I  refused  to  serve  in  her,  and  received  £3  only,  with 
which  to  return  to  London.  Several  of  the  men  who  joined  her  in  Calais 
signed  articles  there,  after  knowing  what  she  was.  When  I  joined  her 
she  had  no  masts  in  her.  They  were  afterwards  put  in  by  her  Mjyesty'a 
ship  Cumberland.  The  Scylla  was  but  one-quarter  rigged,  and  not  in  a 
fit  state  to  go  to  sea,  her  rigging  not  being  rattled  down. 

GEOBOE  HILL. 
Sworn  12th  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  dtc. 

Affidavit  of  James  Nttnn. 

I,  James  Nunn,  lately  residing  at  Vo.  2  Union  Bow,  Sheerness,  able 
seamaa,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  on  October  last^  while  at  work 
in  Sheerness  dock  yard,  I  was  asked  by  Mr.  Bumble,  her  Majesty's  inspec- 
tor of  machinery  afloat  at  Bheemess,  to  join  the  screw  steamer  Scylla, 
of  London,  and  go  to  work  npon  her  at  once.  He  told  me  she  waa  a 
merchant  ship,  and  was  to  be  fitted  up  for  the  China  opium  trade.  I 
went  to  work  on  her,  at  his  recommendation.  She  was  under  the  com- 
majid  of  Captain  Bamsay.  On  the  24th  of  November,  at  night,  she  sud- 
denly left  her  port,  and  on  the  following  day  pot  into  Calais  harbor. 
Captain  Campbell  then  took  command,  and  I  was  told  by  him  that  she 
was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  he  asked  me  to  join,  but  I  refused. 
Before  I  left  the  ship  forty  men  came  from  London  to  join  her,  but  they 
all  refiised  to  sign  articles  with  the  exception  of  seven,  who  remained  on 
board  and  signed  articles  there.  I  received  only  £2  lOs.for  my  month's 
work,  and  had  to  pay  my  carriage  back  to  this  port,  and  Captain  Camp- 
bell detained  my  discharge.  I  am  now  destitute,  and  cannot  obtain  a 
ship  in  consequence  of  his  detaining  my  discharge.  While  I  was  on 
board  she  was  taken  to  No.  3  dock,  Sheerness  dock  yard.  She  had 
her  bottom  scribed,  and  the  copper  repaired,  her  topsides  calked  and 
pwnted. 

JAMES  NUNN. 

Sworn,  &c,  12tli  December,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  cC-a 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Newbrn. 

I,  Charles  Newton,  of  Sheerness,  do  hereby  truly,  solemnly,  and  sin- 
cerely swear  that  I  went  to  work  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  late 
her  Mf^esty's  screw  steamer  Victor,  at  Sheerness,  about  the  middle  of 
November,  having  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Howe,  who  paid  me  for  working 
on  board  3«.  6<i.  per  day.  On  the  24th  November  I  went  on  the  ship  at  6 
o^dock  in  the  evening  with  a  Trinity  pilot,  and  commencei  getting-tlie 
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wheel  ready  and  other  preparations  for  going  to  sea.  At  about  7  j  rfclo* 
Mr.  BeubeD  Harvey,  the  govemmeitt  pilot,  came  on  board  and  took  eom- 
maud  of  the  ship.  In  the  night  she  left  Sbeemesa  in  tow  of  a  tag-boat. 
J  teas  at  the  wh^l,  and  received  orders  firom  Mr.  ^a^vey ;  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  below  the  Nore  the  ship  waa  brought  up,  uid  laid  there  tUl 
Dooming;  then  got  under  way  aud  proceeded  to  Calais.  I  staid  by  bcr 
until  the  following  Wednesday.  Mr.  Ramsay  wanted  me  to  sign  articles, 
bnt  I  refused.  The  wages  were  too  low,  and  I  did  not  like  the  first  lien- 
tenant.  I  knew  she  was  a  confederate  man-of-war  when  I  was  asked  to 
sign  articles,  as  the  confederate  colors  were  sent  up  jnst  before  we  en- 
tered Calais  harbor.  I  did  not  know  which  service  she  was  for  when  1 
joined  her,  baring  been  told  and  heard  it  talked  about  that  she  was  for  ^le 
opium  trade  or  confederate  service.  When  I  waa  asked  to  sign  articles 
we  were  all  told  that  the  steamer  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and  that 
we  should  receive  prize  money  as  soon  as  we  had  taken  the  prizes.  The 
captain  said  we  were  to  fight  for  money,  and  he  was  going  to  fight  for  his 
country  and  his  home.  I  then  received  £3  Oa.  Gd,  in  the  cabin,  io  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Bumble  and  Mrs.  Rumble,  and  left  the  ship.  When  I 
first  went  on  board  the  water  police  were  upon  the  ship,  and  some  nev 
government  warps  and  other  stores  were  ou  board.  Mr.  Reee,  the  mas- 
ter rigger  of  Sheemess  dock  yard,  went  in  the  boat  with  me,  and  some 
riggers  were  at  work  on  board  &om  the  dock  yard.  Mr.  Bees  had  with 
him  a  black  bag,  with  some  stripped  blocka  These  warps  and  blocks 
were  on  board  when  I  left  the  sldp  at  Calais.  The  vessel  was  not  com- 
idetely  rigged.  Her  masts  had  been  put  in  from  the  Cumberland,  bnt 
the  rigging  was  not  rattled  down.  Hammocks  were  on  board  in  bales, 
and  four  boats  were  received  on  board  ftoin  the  tug-boat.  Before  ve 
left  Sheemess  her  shell-room  and  magazines  were  ap  aud  in  good  con- 
dition, 

CHARLES  NEWTON. 
Sworn,  &c.,  21at  December,  1863,  before 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  Londtm  Commimoner. 


Affidavit  of  Jamet  Maloney. 

I,  James  Maloney,  of  Sheemess,  fireman,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
truly  swear  that  I  went  to  woi^  on  board  the  screw  steamer  Scylla,  t^ 
herMtyestj-'s  screw  steamer  Tictor,  about  the  10th  Norember,  having 
been  engaged  by  Mr.  Rumble,  at  one  gninea  per  week  and  my  food. 
The  wages  were  paid  to  me  regidarly  by  Mr.  Rumble,  at  his  house,  be- 
fore the  vessel  started  from  Sheemess.  I  was  working  on  board  as  fire- 
man, and  assisted  in  removing  stores,  &c.j  abont  docks  until  the  day 
before  we  left,  when  I  commenced  working  in  the  engine-room.  On  the 
24th  November  a  gentleman,  who  had  arrived  from  London,  came  on 
board.  We  were  suddenly  ordered  away,  and  left  Sheemess  that  night, 
the  vessel  not  being  in  a  fit  condition  to  go  to  sea,  the  boilers  requiring 
new  tubing,  some  of  which  had  been  put  on  board  at  Sheemess.  The 
rigging  was  not  rattled  down ;  she  had  no  sails  bent,  and  everything 
was  in  disorder.  A  large  number  of  new  bammocks  bad  been  put  on 
board.  The  magazine  and  shell-rooms  were  in  good  condition,  bnt 
nothing  had  been  completed  fit  for  a  sea-going  ship.  Eight  riggers  weie 
working  on  board  from  the  government  dock  yaid  when  we  left  Sheer- 
ness.  The  Bcylla  was  towed  to  the  Nore,  and  anchored  a  little  betov 
until  the  mommg ;  then  steamed  to  Calais  harbor.  The  riggers  remained 
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on  board  two  df^  after  her  arrival  at  Galajs,  and  some  boiler-makerB  were 
sent  from  Sbeemess  dock  yard  to  work  on  board.  They  took  their 
orders  fit>m  Mr.  Bamble,  who  was  inspecting  the  maebinery  there. 
He  came  over  with  his  wife  for  that  purpose,  I  should  think.  I  was 
called  aft,  with  all  bands  on  board,  by  the  captain  npon  the  qecond 
day  after  we  arrived  at  Oalaia,  who  wanted  us  to  sign  articles.  He  read 
the  articles,  and  stated  that  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  and 
that  we  were  to  fight  for  prize  money,  and  that  he  coold  fight  for  love 
of  country.  I  refused  going,  as  the  wages  were  not  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Bamsay  had  promised  us  in  Sbeemess  £8  per  month,  but  the  captain 
only  offered  £6  2s.  6d.  I  did  not  want  to  go  in  her  at  all  after  finding 
what  employment  we  were  wanted  for.  I  then  received  £2  2s.  Sd,  and 
left  the  ship.  As  I  was  going  on  board  the  steamboat  to  return  to  Eng- 
land Mr.  Rumble  met  me  on  the  pier,  and  told  me  to  return  to  the  Scylla 
and  go  to  work  with  the  boiler-makers,  which  I  did  at  bis  request,  and 
worked  for  fobrteen  days.  I  was  only  paid  for  eight  days'  work.  When 
I  left  the  ship  the  boiler-makers  from  the  dock  yard  were  discharged,  and 
Mr.  Jennie's  men  went  to  work,  Mr.  Bennie  having  taken  a  contraZct  to 
complete  the  boilers  and  machinery  and  fit  her  for  sea  service. 

JAMES  +  MALOKET. 

Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Maloney: 

Joshua  Buhm. 
Sworn  by  the  deponent,  James  Maloney,  at  yo.  6  White  fiart  court, 
Lombard  street,  London,  the  2Ist  December,  1S63,  the  witness  to  the 
mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn,  &c,,  &c.,  before  me. 

J.  J.  ANDKEW,  Commmumer,  dte. 


Affidavit  of  William  <yKeUy. 

I,  William  <yKelly,  of  41  Smith  street,  Mile  End,  London,  do  traly 
and  solemnly  swear  that  on  the  24th  November  last  I  went  to  Sbeemess 
to  make  inquiries  about  a  voyage,  hearing  that  Mr.  Bumble,  inspector 
of  machinery  afloat  of  her  M^esty's  dock  yard,  Sbeemess,  was  engaging 
a  crew-  for  a  steamer  called  the  Scylla,  formerly  her  M^esty's  screw 
steamer  Victor.  I  arrived  at  Sbeemess  at  dj  p.  m.  I  heard  the  steamer 
was  in  port,  but  not  ready  for  sea,  and  that  she  wanted  hands.  Early 
next  morning  I  found  that  she  had  gone  in  the  night,  having  left  in  great 
haste,  and  in  an  incomplete  state,  soon  after  midnight.  Not  believing 
she  had  gone  in  that  condition,  as  she  was  not  fitt^  for  sea,  I  saw  Mr. 
Bnmble  about  8  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  told  him  that  hearing  men  wer& 
wanted  for  the  Scylla,  I  had  come  down  to  make  inqoiries  for  a  number  of 
seamen  who  were  in  want  of  a  ship.  He  said,  you  are  too  late,  for  the 
ship  has  gone,  but  that  she  still  wanted  about  twenty  men,  and  that  if 
I  woald  call  at  Mr.  Coleman's,  No.  9  Clement's  lane,  London,  the  next 
morning,  Thursday,  26th  November,  I  could  learn  more  particulars 
about  it,  and  perhaps  meet  hitn  there.  I  went  to  No.  9  Clement's  lane, 
acconling  to  appointment,  but  did  not  see  Mr.  Coleman  or  Mr.  Bumble. 
On  Saturday,  28th  November,  I  called  again  at  No.  9  Clement's  lane, 
but  found,  instead  of  Mr.  Coleman,  a  Mr.  Pearson.  I  told  him  that  I 
had  called  to  see  Mr.  Bnmble  by  appointment,  but  had  been  unable  to 
find  him,  or  the  place,  as  he  gave  me  the  name  of  Coleman,  at  whose 
office  I  was  to  call,  Mr.  Pearson  said,  Mr,  Bumble  is  here  nowj  would 
you  like  to  see  himt    I  replied  yes,  and  Mr.  Bnmble  came  out  from  am 
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iDDer  office.  I  told  him  I  bad  come  reapectiiig  Hie  m«i  1  spoke  to 
him  at  Sheemesa  aboat  He  asked  me  if  I  could  get  some  good  mee, 
as  he  should  like  the  hest  going,  hat  would  not  like  to  give  an  order  at 
present.  I  said  I  would  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  on  Thursday,  l8t 
December,  I  went  again  to  So.  9  Clement's  lane,  and  saw  Mr.  Knmble. 
He  informed  me  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ship  now;  aiid  said  aba 
had  been  booght  by  Mr.  FearBOu,  but  belonged  to  Mr.  Coleman,  aa  Mr. 
Pearson  was  a  bankrupt,  and  unable  to  purchase  at  present,  and  that 
Mr.  Golemaa  and  Mr.  Pearsou  were  brothers-in-law.  After  some  further 
conversation  respecting  the  crew,  I  asked  him  where  the  captain  was  to 
be  foaud.  (Mr.  Bumble  had  told  me  that  he  had  aothing  further  to  do 
with  her,  and  that  Captain  Campbell  had  command  now.)  He  answered 
in  Calais,  and  advised  me  to  go  there  and  see  him  myself.  I  started 
same  night  by  train  at  8.35  p.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Calais  at  1  a.  m.  OQ 
the  2d  December.  At  daylight  I  went  down  to  the  pier,  and  sptrice 
with  one  of  the  men  who  had  been  brought  irom  Londoh  to  join  tiie 
Scylla  the  night  before,  and  afterwards  spoke  with  one  of  the  men  trma 
Woolwich,  who  came  to  join  her,  but  in  consequence  of  discovering  what 
she  was,  bad  left  her,  as  nearly  all  had  done.  He  ioformed  me  tibat  all 
the  Woolwich  men  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Bumble.  Others  of  the 
crew  then  came  up  and  said  they  would  not  go  in  the  ship,  as  the  first 
lieatenant  had  been  on  the  lower  deck,  discharging  his  revolver  with 
blank  and  ball  cartridges,  and  swearing  that  he  would  shoot  the  first 
man  tliat  attempted  to  leave  the  ship;  and  all  appeared  much  disgusted 
with  the  treatment  they  received.  I  then  went  to  the  ship,  and  on  the 
pier  met  Mr.  Bnmble  and  the  chief  mate,  Mr.  Ramsay.  Mr.  Rumble 
wanted  to  know  what  brought  me  to  Calais.  I  repeated  his  recommen- 
dation, and  he  then  said  Mr.  Ramsay  had  caused  him  all  the  trouble 
with  the  crew.  Mr.  Rumble  then  took  me  to  Meurice's  Hotel^  and  I 
saw  Captain  Campbell,  who  asked  my  business.  I  informed  him  that 
by  Mr,  Rumble's  advice  I  had  come  to  see  if  he  wanted  a  crew.  He  said 
be  should  not  require  a  crew  for  six  weeks,  but  afterwards  gave  me  to 
understand  I  should  do  the  business.  I  thanked  him  and  left  the  court 
yard,  and  was  joined  by  Mr.  Rumble.  In  the  course  of  conversation 
Mr.  Rumble  said,  Kow  this  is  a  money-making  job,  and  we  must  work 
together,  and  share  the  profits,  to  which  I  agree^i  and  before  he  left 
be  gave  me  a  sovereign  to  help  me,  and  as  an  earnest  of  his  intentions, 
and  he  desired  me  to  meet  him  at  Mr.  Pearson's  offtee  on  Saturday,  the 
6tb  December.  I  went,  and  after  waiting  about  nearly  all  day  did  not 
see  him,  neither  have  I  seen  him  siuce.  Before  leaving  Calais  Mr.  Ruflt- 
ble  said  he  should  want  me  to  supply  about  forty  men.  I  have  not  bean 
able  to  see  Mr.  Rumble  since,  having  been  confined  to  my  house  by  illnees. 
WILUAM  OKELLT. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  at  Ko.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
dty  of  London,  tiiis  2l8t  day  of  December,  1863,  before  me. 

JOHN  J.  AiTDBEW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  adminitter  OaA»  in  Cftoncery. 


Affidavit  of  George  Bailejf. 

I,  George  Bailey,  of  Sheemeas,  do  hereby  solemnly  and  tntly  swear 
that  on  Monday,  the  30th  ^November,  I,  widt  Thomas  Giffwd,  William 
Barber,  William  Mitchell,  James  Morley,  Joseph  Govel,  WilliAia  Ellia, 
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aud  Joeeplf  Williams,  arranged  with  Mr.  Bagshaw,  the  leading  hand  of 
Uie  boilor-makere  afloat,  to  go  to  CalatB  and  work  on  board  the  screw 
steamer  Rappahannock,  lat«  her  Majesty's  screw  steamer  Victor.  We 
went  with  lum  to  Mr.  Bumble's  honse.  He  went  in,  and  we  waited  oat- 
side.  He  broaght  out  with  him  three  five-ponnd  notes  to  pay  our 
expenses  to  Calais.  We  thonght  that  not  enough,  but  Mr.  Bagsbaw 
said  he  had  asked  Mr.  Bnmble  for  more,  but  could  not  obtain  it.  He 
said,  however,  that  those  who  wished  to  leave  a  note  of  hand  for  their 
wives  to  receive  might  do  so,  and  that  Mr.  Greathead,  a  chief  engineer 
in  the  royal  navy,  would  pay  them  j£2  each  on  the  following  Friday. 
Gifford,  Mitchell,  and  myself  left  orders  for  our  wives.  We  were  told 
that  the  job  would  take  from  ten  to  twelve  days  to  complete.  We 
applied  for  leave  of  absence  for  fourteen  days  to  Mr.  Baffey,  the  leading 
man  in  the  boiler-shopa,  who  inquired  where  we  were  going,  and  was 
told  we  were  going  to  Calais  to  repair  the  boilers  of  the  Bappabannock. 
He  said,  "I  cannot  let  eight  of  the  best  men  in  the  shop  go  away  on 
leave  for  bo  long  a  time,  as  I  have  so  much  work  on  hand  here,  which  I 
must  get  done  before  a  certain  day;"  bnt  that  he  would  see  Oaptain 
Wise,  the  sui>erintendent  of  the  dock  yard  about  it.  Oaptain  Wise  aaid^ 
If  they  gOj  they  must  go  oA  their  own  account.  No  objection  was  made 
to  our  gomg,  and  we  received  no  advice  to  stay  away.  We  thought 
as  Mr.  Bumble  and  Mr.  Bagshaw  bad  the  job  in  hand  it  wonld  be 
all  right  when  we  got  back,  as  tbey  had  promised  to  get  us  leave  of 
absence.  If  I  had  thought  that  my  leaving  for  Calais  wonld  bare 
endangered  my  place  in  the  dock  y(ud.  I  shonld  not  have  gone.  We 
went  the  next  day,  the  1st  of  December,  to  Calais,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Bumble.  Upon  arrival,  we  went  on  homA  the  Bappahannock, 
and  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  chief  engineer,  showed  us  our  work.  There  were 
no  tools  to  work  with  on  board,  bnt  we  were  informed  that  some  would 
come.  The  next  day  a  geutleman  brought  some  steel  drifts  on  board. 
That  is  all  the  tools  I  saw.  I  found  that  there  were  at  least  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  tubes  to  be  put  in,  the  old  ones  were  not  drawn  &oni 
the  boilers.  We  began  to  draw  them  at  ouce,  and  I  knew  that  it  would 
take  at  least  two  months  to  fit  the  tubes  as  they  were  fitted  before,  or 
not  less  aian  six  weeks,  in  the  quickest  and  least  expensive  manner,  so 
that  they  would  answer,  provided  all  the  boilers  were  new  tul>ed,  as  the 
chief  engineer  had  desired^  hut  she  could  be  got  to  sea  in  a  less 
time  if  only  a  part  of  the  boilers  were  new  tubed.  Not  feeling  sure  or 
comfortable,  after  staying  four  days,  I  left  Calais  for  Sfaecmess,  as  I 
thought  it  belter  to  return  to  my  former  work.  When  I  arrived  at 
Dover,  I  found  Mr.  Bumble  had  returned  by  the  same  boat.  He  sent 
for  me  and  asked  my  reason  for  leaving  Calais,  and  wished  me  to  return, 
offering  me  £10  to  do  so.  I  asked  him  what  he  had  done  about  our  leave. 
He  said  he  knew  nothing  about  that,  but  that  it  would  be  all  right.  I 
reftised  his  offer,  and  said  I  wonld  not  go  back  until  I  had  first  been 
home.  On  arriving  at  Bheemess,  I  applied  to  our  leading  man,  Mr. 
BafiTey,  to  return  to  work.  He  informed  me  that  I  and  the  seven  men 
that  went  with  me  to  Calais  were  all  discharged,  by  order  from  the 
admiralty,  as  we  had  been  away  without  leave,  and  that  we  conld  not 
be  readmitted.  I  found  that  Mr.  Greathead  had  sent  my  wife  the  £2,  as 
promised.  Mr.  Henry  Elmer,  the  third  engineer,  returned  on  Friday, 
the  11th  of  December,  and  he  has  since  told  me  that  he  had  left  uie 
Bappabannock  because  they  wanted  to  humbug  him  respecting  the  pay. 
Mr.  Carr,  the  second  engineer,  has  also  left.  I  have  seen  him  since  his 
return.  It  would  have  teken  the  eight  men  at  least  two  months  to  com- 
plete the  repairs  on  the  Bappahannock,  if  they  had  tteea  provided  with 
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the  best  toola.  Ab  it  was,  they  conld  not  have  done  it  at  all.  Otber 
men  came  &om  Mr.  Bennie's  yard,  London,  and  took  the  job  oat  <^  tite 
bands  of  the  dock  yard  men. 

GEOBOE  BAILE:?. 

Sworn  at  London,  the  23d  of  December,  1863,  before 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  Commianoner,  Ac. 


Earl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEBiQH  Office,  Decemher  17, 1863. 
Sra:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowIed|fe  the  receipt  of  your  lettered 
the  16th  instant,  inclosing  ftirther  papers  respecting  t^e  case  of  the 
Bappahaimock,  and  I  have  to  inform  yon  that  the  same  shall  receive  tlie 
consideration  of  her  M^esty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  eo'nsideratioD,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  hnmble  servant, 

BUSSELL. 
Oeasles  FBAKCia  Adams,  Esq.,  Ac.,  Ac.,  «£o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adavu. 

Ko.  800.]  Dkpakthent  of  Statb, 

Washington,  January  4, 1861. 
Sib  :  Yoor  dispatch  of  the  17th  nltimo,  No.  558,  respecting  the  late 
transaction  at  Sheemess,  has  been  received,  and  is  approved.    It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  measures  to  be  taken  by  ker  M^esty's  government  to 
which  you  refer  may  be  eflfected. 

I  am,  sir,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

WILLLiM  H.  SEWABD. 
Chables  Fbancis  Adaus,  Esq.,  &c,f  i&c.,  <£o. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr,  Adams. 

No.  808.]  Department  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  12, 186t 
SiB:  Your  dispatch  of  the  3d  of  December  last  (No.  547)  has  been 
received,  together  with  the  copy  of  the  corresjwndence  which,  at  that 
dat«,  had  taken  place  between  yourself  and  Earl  Bussell  on  the  subject 
of  the  Bappahannock.  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  not 
only  your  proceedings  mentioned  in  the  dispat«b,  but  also  tiie  views 
and  suggestions  therein  contained,  in  regard  to  a  just  treatment  of  the 
ca^  of  the  Bappahannock,  and  kindred  snbjects,  are  approved  by  the 
President. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  a  SEWABD. 
Charles^Feancis  Adamb,  Esq.,  (fee,  (fej.,  (fee  (\>(>Q[e 
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Mr,  Seward  to.  Mr. Adams. 


No.  813.]  DSFABTHGNT  OP  STATE, 

Washington,  January  li,  1864. 
Sm:  Toot  dispatch  of  December  24  (No.  563)  has  been  received, 
together  with  its  voluminous  aud  effective  supplement  of  proofs  of  the 
abuse  of  the  British  aud  international  laws  in  the  ease  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock. The  President  does  not  permit  himself  to  doubt  tbat  her  M^esty's 
government  will  promptly  apply  in  that  case  the  i-emedies  which  are 
within  its  x>ower.  Unfortunately  the  special  remedies  in  single  cases 
must  necessarily  fail  to  remove  an  evil  that  has  ite  source  in  a  general 
jKtUcy  that  is  radically  erroneous  and  anomalous. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Fsanoib  Adams,  Esq.,  etc.,  dc,  drc. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[ExtTMt] 

No.  576.]  Leoation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  January  15, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  my  note  to  Lord  Basse!, 
of  the  9tb  instant,  and  of  one  to  me  from  Mr.  Morse,  consul  at  LoudonI 
of  the  Cth,  with  four  additional  depositions  in  regard  to  the  steamship 
Tictor,  and  of  his  lordship's  acknowledgment  of  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FKAKCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  S&wasd, 

Seeretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Harl  Russell. 

Leoaxiom  op  the  ITkitbi)  States, 

Zondon,  January  9, 1864. 
My  Lobd:  I  bare  tbe  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  the  consul  of  tbe  United  States  at  this  port, 
together  with  copies  of  four  depositions  containing  ftirther  eridence 
relating  to  the  proceedings  at  Sheeruess,  in  the  case  of  the  steamship 
Victor. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  Qte  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Right  Hon.  Eabl  Russbix,  £c.,  i&e.,  &e. 

Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Uhited  States  CowstrLATB, 

London,  January  6, 1864. 
SiB:  I  herewith  inclose  four  affidavits  in  the  Rappahannock  case. 
You  will  notice  that  two  of  them  are  given  by  English  sailors,  who  were 
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engaged  and  signed  an  agreemeut  of  Bome  sort  in  this  port  to  serve  on 
board  the  Bappabaunock,  while  the  mere  form  of  placing  their  names  to 
the  articles  was  done  at  Calaia,  though  the  obligation  to  do  so  was  made 
here.  Please  notice  also  that  the  French  authorities  at  Calais  are  aiding 
the  rebels  by  arresting  seamen  who  leave  the  ship. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  MOESE,  C&ntvl 
Hon.  Ghaslbs  Fbangis  Adams,  dx.,  £«,,  &e. 


Jk^potitian.  of  George  White. 

L  George  White,  of  Liverpool,  leading  stoker,  do  solemnly,  sincerely, 
ana  truly  swear  that  in  Kovember  last  I  was  sent  for  by  a  uiend,  who 
informed  me  that  he  had  heard  of  a  good  thing,  and  one  that  would  pay 
welL  if  I  came  to  Sheemess.  I  went  to  Sheemesa,  and  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  Ramsey,  who  sent  me  to  work  on  board  the  screw  steamship  Victor, 
then  lying  in  the  stream.  While  on  board  her  name  was  altered  to  9cylla. 
I  was  told  she  was  for  blockade-mnning.  After  remaining  on  board 
about  fourteen  days,  during' which  time  her  masts  were  put  in  by  her 
M^esty's  ship  Cumberland,  she  suddenly  left  port.  We  had  no  notice 
of  her  leaving  until  two  hours  before  she  sailed.  The  fires  were  got  up, 
and  we  were  towed  out  of  the  harbor,  and  anchored  just  below  the  Xore 
light  for  the  night.  The  next  morning  steamed  for  Calais,  and  went  into 
the  harbor  and  made  fast  alongside.  Mr.  Bumble  and  Mr.  Ramsey  intro- 
duced all  the  working  hands  on  board  the  Scylla  that  left  Sheemess,  and 
none  of  them  would  have  gone  without  such  introduction.  After  arrival 
at  Calais  I,  with  J.  Brooks  and  Maloney,  was  employed  at  work  on  board. 
At  Sheemess  engine-room  stores  were  put  on  board  while  she  lay  in  the 
stream;  they  consisted  of  gauge-cocks  for  the  boilers,  blocks,  and  otb^ 
things,  having  the  government  mark  upon  them.  These  things  we  were 
ordered  to  bury  under  the  coal,  so  that  the  police  should  not  see  them. 
Both  Mr.  Bumble  and  Mr.  Kamsey  ordered  us  to  put  them  out  of  si^t; 
they  are  on  board  the  Bappahannock  now.  Some  deserters  from  the 
ship  Formidable  are  serving  on  board  the  Bappahannock,  and  some  others 
whose  discharge  has  been  bought  for  them ;  they  came  &om  the  Cumber- 
laud.  Of  these  men  about  a  dozen  remain  on  board.  Some  are  put  in 
irons  if  they  attempt  to  leave,  and  the  French  anthorities  arrest  them, 
as  they  allow  £4  for  each  returned  deserter.  Mr.  Beonie's  men  are  still 
engaged  tubing  the  boilers.  The  ship  will  be  completed  and  fit  fat  sea 
by  about  Saturday  week  next. 

GEOBGE  WHITE. 

SWom  at  my  office,  Ko.  5  White  Hart  Court.  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  first  day  of  January,  1861,  before  me. 
JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  London  Commissioner,  £e. 

Deposition  of  Andrea  McEune. 

I,  Andrew  McEane,  of  Liverpool,  seaman,  do  hereby  trnly  and  sol- 
emidy  and  sincerely  swear  that  on  Tuesday,  December — ,  I  went  to  a 
pnblic  house  in  Sharp  street,  or  Royal  Mint  street^  and  saw  a  Mr.  Auson, 
^o  engaged  me  to  join  Oie  Seylla,  then  lying  in  the  Downs.    I  signed 
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an  agreement  for  wages  at  the  rate  of  £3  15a.  per  montli.  Two  days 
after,  I,  with  about  thirty  others,  waB  teken  by  express  train  to  Dover, 
and  from  thence  to  Calais ;  after  arrival  at  Caiaia,  we  weut  on  board  the 
ship.  After  remaining  two  days,  some  of  the  men  made  a  disturbance, 
and  we  were  all  sent  ashore.  Ilie  captain  then  came  and  picked  some  of 
ns  ont,  and  the  next  morning  I  si^ed  articles,  and  was  to  have  had  £10 
bonnty.  Oaptaln  Campbell  told  me  he  would  keep  that  in  the  strong 
chest  for  me.  I  have  not  received  that  yet.  The  articles  we  signed  were 
"to  join  the  confederate  service;  to  receive  prize  money,  which  was  to 
be  paid  down  by  the  captein  when  the  prizes  were  taken,  and  the  wages 
were  to  be  £1  8s.  per  month.''  They  also  promised  us  four  shillings  a 
day  while  in  port,  besides  our  bounty,  aijid  leave  ei'ery  Saturday  night 
This  we  did  not  get,  and  when  we  complained  they  threatened  to  pot  us 
in  irons.  One  mau  was  pat  in  irons  last  Sonday,  and  remains  bo  now. 
Ee  wanted  to  leave. 

Yesterday  I  got  liberty  and  received  ten  francs.  I  then  left  the  ship 
and  went  on  b«>ard  the  steamer  to  return  to  England,  finding  I  was  not 
sore  of  my  wages,  and  not  liking  the  treatment  I  received  on  board. 
There  are  some  meu-of-war'e  men  on  board  tcom  the  English  service. 
Some  deserted  and  two  or  three  had  their  dtschai^  paid  for  them.  They 
are  seaman  gonneis. 

ABDBEW  McEHNB. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  6  White  Hart  Goart,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  1st  day  of  January,  1864,  before  me. 
JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 

A  London  CommUnoncr,  £o, 

Deporition  of  William  SewaMt. 

I,  William  Hewson,  of  Plymouth,  able  seaman,  do  hereby  solemnly, 
sincerely,  and  truly  swear  that  on  Tuesday,  December — ,  I  went  to  a 
public  house  in  Sharp  street,  or  Boyal  Mint  street,  and  saw  Mr.  Anson, 
who  shipi>ed  me  for  the  screw  steamship  Scylla,  of  London,  to  mu  the 
blockade,  at  the  rate  of  £3  15g.  per  month  wages.  I  was  taken  Irom 
London  by  the  train  for  Dover,  and  from  thence  to  Calais.  On  arrival 
there  I  was  not  allowed  on  board  the  ship,  which  was  at  the  pier,  for  two 
hours.  I  was  then  called  aft,  and  Captain  Campbell  called  several  of  as 
aft,  and  picked  out  the  Englishmen,  whom  he  thought  were  good  men, 
about  twelve  iu  unmber.  He  promised  me  four  shiUiugs  a  day  to  assist 
to  get  the  ship  ont,  and  that  he  wonid  give  me  on  the  following  Saturday 
£10  bounty.  I  signed  articles  at  £4  8».  per  month,  which  was  to  remain 
until  I  was  rated  as  gunner's  mate,  and  then  I  was  to  have  higher  wages, 
with  prize  money  and  other  advantages.  I  staid  by  the  ship,  but  did 
not  get  the  bounty,  and  only  ten  francs  during  the  five  weeks  I  remained 
by  her.  Seeing  how  things  were  going  to  be,  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
leave.  Suspecting  my  design,  the  first  officer  and  second  of&cer  threat- 
ened me,  and  put  a  revolver  to  my  mouth,  and  another  to  my  eye  And 
I  feel  assured  that  they  would  have  shot  me  had  I  attempted  to  leave. 
Z  was  with  another  locked  up  in  a  water-closet  for  five  days,  and  our  food 
was  brought  to  us  there.  It  was  not  fit  for  a  dog  to  be  in.  I  at  last  got 
liberty  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  received  the  ten  francs  named  before, 
and  immediately  went  on  board  the  steamer  and  returned  to  Dover, 
from  thence  to  Ix>Ddon.  There  were  niue  or  more  men-of-war's  men  on 
board,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  deserters  £rom  Sheemess.    They  wonld 
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desert  from  the  BappahaDQock  if  they  conld  get  on  shore,  bat  they  aie 
refiiBed  leave. 

WILLIAM  HEWSON. 

Swora  at  my  office.  'So,  5  White  Hart  Court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  1st  January,  1861,  liefore  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  &c.,  4be. 


JDepoHUon  of  Thomas  Bryant. 

I,  Thomas  Bryant,  of  London,  fireman,  do  hereby  tmly,  sincerely,  and 
solemnly  swear  that  on  tlie  23d  of  December  last  I  went  to  John  Seymoor's, 
Wellclose  square,  and  agreed  with  him  to  join  the  steamer  Ijnng  at  Calais, 
and  signed  a  paper,  so  that  if  I  went  to  the  sliip  he  would  draw  thirty- 
two  dollars  advance  for  me.  I  anderstood  them  as  articles,  and  the 
wages  were  to  be  at  the  rate  of  thirty-two  dollars  per  mouth ;  on  Christ- 
mas morning,  at  two  o'clock,  I  went  to  London  bridge  with  my  boarding- 
house  keeper,  and  saw  ten  men  go  off  to  France  by  the  Boulogne  boat. 
While  there  I  was  told  the  name  of  the  steamer  at  Calais  wa«  the  Bap- 

?ahannock,  and  that  she  was  a  confederate  cruiser.    After  I  heard  that, 
refbsed  to  go  in  her,  and  told  Seymour  so  on  the  pier  at  London  bridge, 
.  and  I  have  not  seen  him  since.    Seymour  knew  I  wa«  an  Englishman, 
and  wanted  me  to  sign  as  a  Dutchman,  which  I  declined. 

THOMAS  X  BRYANT. 

mirk. 

Witness  to  the  sign  or  mark  of  Thomas  Bryant: 
Joshua  AUnh. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Thomas  Bryant,  at  No.  5  White  Hart  Court, 
Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  5th  day  of  January,  1864,  the 
witness  to  the  mark  of  the  depouent  lieing  first  sworn  that  he  had  truly, 
distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above  afflda\-it  to 
the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  his  mark  thereto.  Before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Cltaneery, 


Harl  SusseU  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Office,  January  11, 1864. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
9th  instant,  iselosing  copies  of  lather  depositions  relative  to  the  steam- 
ship Victor,  otherwise  Uappahaupock,  and  I  have  te  inform  you  that 
these  papers  have  been  communicated  to  the  proper  department  of  her 
Majesty's  government.  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSELU 

Chablks  Fbanoib  Asaub,  Esq.,  die.,  d;e.,  t&e. 


idbvGoogle 
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Mr.  A^ama  1o  Mr.  Seward, 

tExtraot.] 

No.  645.]  Leoatidn  of  the  Uhitbd  States, 

London,  April  8, 1864. 
Sm:  •••••••• 

I  have  likewise  addressed  a  note  to  liord  Bnssell  on  the  basis 
of  two  depositions  forwarded  from  Liverpool  by  Mr.  Dodley,  farther 
TemoDStrating  against  the  enlistment  of  men  by  the  inanrgent  agents  at 
that  place.    Copies  of  these  papers  and  of  Lord  Bnssell's  achnowledg- 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAKLES  FKAlfCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WniiAM  H.  Sbwaed, 

Seorett^  of  State. 

Mr.  Adama  to  Earl  BviaeU. 

Legatiok  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  5, 1864. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yoar  consideration  copies 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dudley,  consul  of  the  Uuit«d  Stat«8  at  Liverpool, 
and  of  two  depositions,  showing  the  continued  agency  of  the  house  of 
Jones  &  Co.,  British  subjects,  in  enlistments  and  payment  of  British 
subjects  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents  in.  the  United  States. 
I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances,  &c.,  &c., 

CHAELES  FBAIJCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hod.  Eael  Bussell,  i&c.,  <£o.,  (ie. 


Mr.  Dudlcjf  to  Mr.  Adams.  ' 

United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  April  2, 1864. 
Sie:  Ton  will  find  inclosed  copies  of  two  afBdavits,  one  of  Catharine 
Pratt,  the  other  of  Catharine  Dow,  wives  of  two  of  the  men  who  were 
taken  ftom  Liverpool  and  enlisted  on  the  confederate  steamer  Bappa- 
hannock,  now  at  Calais.  These  affidavits  show  that  the  honse  of  Jones 
&  Co.,  28  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  are  implicated  as  well  in  enlisting 
the  men  for  tlus  vessel  as  they  were  for  the  steamer  Japan,  now  called 
the  Georgia. 

The  husbands  of  these  women  are  now  in  Liverpool.    They  tell  me 
Mr.  Morse  took  their  statements;  hence  I  have  not. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  Obables  Francis  Adams, 

Miniater  of  the  United  States. 


Depo$ition  of  Catharine  Pratt. 

Ql,  i] 
)f  J. 

^dbyCoogle 


I  Catharine  Pratt,  of  Llewellyn  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  make  oatii  and  say:  I  am  the  wife  of  John  Pratt,  of  9 
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UeirellyiL  street  aforeaaid,  fireman.  On  the  7th  February  last  my  hus- 
band informed  me  that  he  was  goiDg  to  London  to  join  a  steamer  boand 
for  the  West  Indies,  and  on  the  following  night  he  left  Liverpool  for 
London  with  Welsh,  Cunningham,  Buchanan,  and  others.  I  learned 
from  Uie  wife  of  one  of  the  engineers  who  had  gone  with  my  husband 
that  they  had  gone  &om  London  to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer  Bappa- 
hannock,  and  I  wrote  to  my  husband  to  let  me  know  where  he  was  going 
to,  and  I  received  a  letter  from  him  that  he  had  joined  the  Kappahan- 
Dock  for  twelve  months,  not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  £16 19s.  lOd.  a  month, 
and  had  got  one  month's  advance,  aod  directing  me  to  call  at  Jones  Ss 
Cd.'s  office,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  where  they  would  pay  me  tha 
advance  and  the  half  pay.  I  called  at  Jones's  office  on  tlie  2dth  of  March 
last,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  Bow,  and  we  saw  the  cashier, 
and  Mrs.  Bow  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our  half  pay,  when  he 
referred  to  a  roll  of  paper  and  said  that  our  names  were  down,  but  that 
he  could  not  pay  us  Uien,  as  he  had  not  received  orders  from  Paris,  and 
directed  us  to  call  again  on  the  Slat  March.  We  called  again  ou  the 
3l8t  March,  when  we  saw  Mr.  JoAes,  and  told  him  that  we  had  called 
fbr  our  pay,  when  he  said  that  he  had  not  received  orders  from  Paris  yet 
to  pay  us,  and  did  not  give  us  any  deflnito  answer  when  we  were  to  call 
again  for  it. 

Thamarkof 
X 
CATHABINE  PEATT. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  cotmtj  of  Lancaster,  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1864,  this  affidavit  having,  in  my  presence,  been  previously  read  over  to 
the  deponent,  who  appeared  perfectly  to  understauLd  the  same,  and  made 
her  mark  thereto  in  my  presence.    Before  me. 

HENBT  C.  BUNCAN, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  the  Countg. 


DepostfioK  of  Cath4irine  Dow. 

I,'Oatharine  Bow,  of  5  Llewellyn  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  make  oath  and  say,  as  follows:  J  am  the  wife  of  John  Dow, 
fireman.  Ou  the  ?th  Febmary  last  my  hueband  informed  me  that  he 
was  going  to  London  to  join  a  steamer  bound  for  the  West  Indies,  and 
on  the  following  evening  he  left  Liverpool  for  London,  in  company  witb 
Welsh,  Cunningham,  Buchanan,  and  others.  Not  having  heard  from 
my  husband,  I  made  inc[uines  of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  engineers  who 
had  gone  with  him,  who  informed  me  that  they  had  gone  firom  London 
to  Calais  to  join  the  steamer  Rappahannock,  and  I  wrote  to  my  hosband 
to  let  me  know  where  he  was  going  to,  and  received  a  repty  informing 
me  that  he  had  joined  the  steamer  Bappafaanuock  for  twelve  months, 
not  to  exceed  two  years,  at  £6  19».  and  lOd.  a  month,  and  had  received 
one  month's  advance,  and  directed  me  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co.'8  office, 
Chapel  street,  Liverpool,  where  I  would  be  paid.  I  called  at  Jonea's  office 
about  the  28th  of  March,  in  company  with  Mrs.  Welsh  and  Mrs.  Pratt, 
when  we  saw  the  cashier,  when  we  told  him  that  we  had  called  for  our 
half  pay,  when  be  referred  to  a  roll  of  paper  and  said  that  our  names 
were  down,  but  that  be  could  not  pay  us  then,  as  he  had  not  received 
iustmotions  tcoja  Paris  to  do  so,  and  directed  us  to  call  again  on  the  31st 
of  March.    \to  called  again,  as  directed,  on  Thursday  laet,  the  3lst 
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MarciL,  -when  we  aaw  Mr.  Jones,  and  told  bim  that  we  had  called  for  oar 
hosband'a  half  p^,  when  he  said  he  had  not  yet  received  orders  from 
Paria  to  pay  it.  We  then  aaked  him  when  we  should  call  again  for  it,  bnt 
he  did  not  give  ns  any  definite  answer. 

CATHAitmE  DOW. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid  this  2d  day  of  April,  1894,  before  me, 
HENET  C.  DUNCAN, 

A  VommUaioner,  <£c.,  t&c. 


Harl  Bussell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Foreign  Oppicb,  April  6, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yes- 
terday's date,  inclosing  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  United  States  consnl 
at  Liverpool,  and  two  afSdavits  relative  to  the  part  taken  by  Messrs. 
Jones  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  in  enlisting  men  for  the  service  of  the  so-styled 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 
Chables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  <£c.,  (£c.,  (£o. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  672.]  .  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  April  28, 1864. 

Sib  :  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my  note  to  Lord 
Bussell  of  the  16th  instant,  referred  to  in  my  No,  667  of  last  week,  and 
likewise  copies  of  Mr.  Morse's  note  to  me,  and  of  the  twenty-one  deposi- 
tions altuddl  to  in  it  His  lordship  has  sent  me  an  acknowledgment 
dated  the  18th  instant,  a  copy  of  Avhich  is  also  sent. 

The  London  Times  of  Tuesday,  the  25th  instant,  contains  a  report  of 
the  preliminary'  jndicial  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bumble,  to  whom 
many  of  these  depositions  refer.  I  transmit  a  copy  for  yonr  considera- 
tion. The  charge  of  Judge  Crompton  seems  to  favor  a  just  construction 
of  the  enUstment  act  It  is,  nevertheless,  rather  doubtful  whether  Mr. 
Bumble,  though  unquestionably  guilty  of  all  and  more  than  all  that  is 
charged,  will  be  con%'icted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FBANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  0/ State. 

[Dispatch  No.  667,  above  referred  to,  is  printed  under  "  Enforcement 
of  Neutrality,"  subdivision  "Federal  Eecmiting  in  belaud,"  Vol.  II,  p. 
451.  For  report  of  trial  of  Mr.  Bumble  see  Pailiamentary  and  Jndicial 
Api>endix,  No.  14.] 

48  A  c— VOL.  n 

DiclzedbyCoOgle 


754  BEBEL   CBUISESS. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Sari  BvtteU. 

Legation  op  the  ITmited  States, 

London,  April  16, 1864. 

My  Loed  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  a  copy  of  portions  of 
a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Morsej  consol  of  the  United  States  at 
this  port,  and  likewise  copies  of  depositions  of  twenty-one  persons,  mostly 
Britisb  subjects,  who  have  been  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  iDstirgente 
at  various  places  in  this  kingdom.  The  originals  of  all  these  pap«TB 
have  been  submitted  to  my  examination.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
these  are  but  a  small  portion  of  the  number  who  stand  ready  to  attest 
to  the  truth  of  the  same  facts,  if  there  were  any  need  to  multiply  testi- 
mony to  convince  your  lordship  of  what  has  been  long  notorious. 

When  I  remember  how  promptly  her  Majesty's  government  has  done 
me  the  honor  to  call  for  explanations  in  the  only  case  in  which  anyt^e- 
gatioQ  of  the  kind,  sustained  by  evidence,  has  been  made  against  persons 
in  the  employment  of  the  United  States,  I  cannot  but  permit  myself  ttw 
hope  that  the  exercise  of  similar  energjr  may  have  some  effect  in  putting 
a  check  on  what  is  plainly  a  systematic  plan  by  insurgent  emissaries 
and  their  British  sjlies  to  violate  ttie  neutndity  of  her  M^esty's  kingdcHn, 
to  the  injury  of  a  country  with  which  it  is  at  peace. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurances  of  the  highest  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  FEAiTOIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hon.  Eabl  Eussell,  c^.,  dx.,  &o. 


Mr.  Morse  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

[BltTftCt] 

Unitkd  States  CoirsnLATE, 

London,  April  12,  1861 

Sib:  In  addition  to  those  heretofore  forwarded  to  yon,  I  herewitli 
inclose  the  afQdavits  of  twenty-oue  persons,  seamen  and  flremeD,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  British  subjects,  who  engaged  to  go  in  and  serve  on 
board  the  rebel  privateer  Rappahannock,  but  who  made  their  escape  from 
her  and  returned  to  this  port  They  were  all  engaged  in  and  sent  from 
this  country  by  persons  residing  in  it,  and  who  are  probably  citizens  and 
subjects  ther<rf. 

Permit  me  to  ask  your  special  attention  to  a  few  of  these  atfidarits, 
though  all  are  of  importance.  That  of  Bobert  Sadd  shows  that  he,  m 
Englishman,  was  engaged  by  John  Seymour,  of  London,  to  go  to  and 
serve  on  board  the  rebel  steamer  Bappahannock,  and  where  and  by  whom 
his  half  pay  was  to  be  paid.  Italsoshows  the  large  number  of  English  sail- 
ors who  applied  to  Seymour  for  service  on  board  the  ship  at  Calais  in 
one-day.  The  si&davit  of  Joseph  Sullivan  proves  that  Le,  also  an  En^irii- 
man,  was  shipped  or  engaged  to  serve  on  board  the  rebel  privateer 
Bappahannock,  then  and  now  in  the  port  of  Calais,  Franc^  by  John  Sey- 
mour, and  that,  at  the  time  and  place  where  he  and  eight  other  EngUsh 
subjects  were  engaged  so  to  serve,  there  were  four  persons  present  who 
advised  and  aid^  Seymour  in  procuring  men  for  the  privateer  Rapphao- 
nock.    These  fonr  p^sons  were  probably,  as  Sullivan  thought  or  knew, 


THE  EAFPAHAKHOCE.  755 

officers  from  the  Bappahaimock,  as  such  persons  were  known  to  be  in 
London  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  seamen  and  firemen  for  said  veseeL 

The  ^davit  si^ed  by  Edward  Smith,  Dennis  Gonnell,  and  James 
Grace  shows  that  Uiey  were  shipped  or  engaged  by  Seymour,  This  afft- 
davit  has  a  copy  of  snch  an  engagement  as  they  made  and  signed  at  Sey- 
monr's  attached.  They  are  all  British  subjects,  and  went  to  Oalaia  in 
partial  futflUment  of  their  agreement,  and  saw  the  ship  they,  with  others, 
were  engaged  for,  the  Eappahannock,  bat  would  not  go  on  board,  and 
retnmed  to  London. 

The  affidarit  of  James  Graham  and  eight  others  of  Liverpool,  all  fire- 
men and  British  snbjects,  shows  that  he  and  the  other  eight  were  engaged 
and  taken  to  Calais  to  the  steamer  Bappahannock  by  William  A.  B^d- 
shaw  and  Joseph  Bnchanan,  engineers  of  Liverpool,  also  British  subjects, 
and  were  turned  over  to  Captain  WilUam  V.  A.  Campbell,  the  commander 
of  the  privateer  Rappahannock.  To  Graham's  affidavit  is  attached  the 
original  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  Buchanan  and  Bradshaw  as  assist- 
ant engineers  in  the  so-called  Confederate  States  navy.  To  this  affidavit 
is  also  attached  a  certificate  of  an  allotment  of  monthly  pay  for  the  period 
of  twenty-four  mouths.  The  allotment  of  thirty  dollars  per  mouth  Was 
to  be  paid  to  the  family  of  Joseph  Buchanan  by  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool.  These  certificates  are  all  signed  by  William  V.  A.  Campbell, 
the  commander  of  the  so-called  Confederate  States  vessel  of  war  Bappa- 
hannock. 

Several  of  these  .affidavits  show  that  confederate  agents  have  engaged 
men  for  the  rebel  service  in  several  of  the  maritime  ports  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  have  other  information  which  entirely  satisfies  me  that  snch 
agenta  are  now,  and  have  for  some  time  been,  actively  engaged  in  pro- 
caring  and  sending  to  continental  ports  English  subjects  for  the  rebel 
service,  from  all  the  principal  maritime  ports  in  this  country.  The  sea- 
men, firemen,  &c,  are  sent  away  in  small  numbers  at  a  time,  &om  the 
sevCTal  ports  to  some  confederate  vessel,  in  charge  of  shipping-masters, 
sailor  boarding-house  keepers,  or  other  persons  employed  to  engage  them. 
It  is  plain  that  all  the  parties  to  these  transactions  have  acted  and  are 
acting  in  open  violation  of  the  2d  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act. 

It  is  an  established  fact  that  the  confederates  have  sent,  and  are  tiow 
sending,  British  seamen,  firemen,  engineers^  stewards,  cooks,  and  other 
persons,  to  man  the  privateers  recently  repaired  and  fitted  oat  in  French 
ports,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe,  that  they  are  not 
only  collecting  snch  persons  to  man  privateei^,  or  vessels  to  be  used  as 
such,  especially  one  now  about  ready  to  leave  the  Clyde,  which  they  expect 
soon  to  get  out,  but  also  that  they  are  sending  a  surplus  of  men  out  on 
many  blockade-runners,  in  the  hope  of  securing  them  for  service  on  the 
ships  of  war  they  are  completing  in  some  of  tl^  southern  ports.  They 
now  have  their  agents  and  mnnors  in  most  of  the  outposts  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  those  located  on  the  English  channel,  collecting  and 
engaging  men  for  the  rebel  service,  aud  sending  them  away  very  quietly, 
one  or  more  at  a  time,  as  they  can  engage  them,  and  as  they  can  be  got 
away  without  attracting  unusual  attention.  Both  the  men  engaged  aud 
leaving  for  sucli  purposes,  and  the  persons  through  whose  instrumental- 
ity they  are  engaged  or  sent  away,  are  in  this  respect  acting  in  direct 
and  open  violation  oftbeverj'letter  of  the  2d  section  of  the  foreign  enlist- 
ment act,  aud  ibr  so  acting  are  liable  to  the  penalty  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  foreign  enlistment  act  forbids  any  master  or 
owner  of  a  vessel  from  knowingly  taking,  or  engaging  to  take,  on  board, 
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fls  passengers  or  otherwise,  any  persons  who  are  leaving  any  port  of  the 
Britiah  domiaions,  with  the  int«ntiou  of  entering  into  any  foreign  service, 
or  who  h&ve  engaged  to  enter  snch  service  against  the  provisions  of  said 
act;  and  any  master  or  owner  so  offending  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  fifty 
pounds  for  each  person  so  taken  on  board,  or  engaged  to  be  so  taken; 
and  the  vessel  may  be  seized  ^and  detuned  until  the  penalties  are  paid. 
There  are  but  few  steamers  plying  between  these  islands  and  the  French 
coast  not  liable  to  seizure  nuder  this  section,  for  nearly  all  have,  at  some 
time  within  the  last  four  or  five  months,  carried  men  &om  this  country 
to  some  one  of  the  rebel  croisers  which  have,  within  this  time,  been 
repaired  and  fitted  in  French  ports.  While  this  contraband  passenger 
trade  has  been  principally  carried  on  by  the  boats  running  from  London, 
Dover,  and  Folkestone  to  Frencb  ports,  other  lines  and  transient  boats 
have  not  been  neglected. 

Toor  obedient  servant, 

F.  H.  ]UOBSE,  Contui. 
Hon.'CHAEija  Francis  Adams, 

United  States  MinUter,  &c.,  tfic,  i&e. 


Affidavit  of  Robert  8add. 

I,  Bobert  Sodd,  of  Waltham  Abbey,  Essex,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
truly  swear  that  on  Thursday  morning  last,  7th  of  April,  I  went  t« 
John  Seymour's  house,  Wellclose  square,  hearing  that  he  was  engaging 
firemen.  I  saw  him,  and  he  told  me  to  come  at  3  o'clock,  as  tie  w^as 
going  out.  At  3  o'clock  I,  with  about  twenty  or  thirt;y  others,  all  Brit- 
ish subjects,  went  there,  and  as  bo  many  had  been  promised  he  could  not 
engage  me  then.  On  the  next  morning,  Friday,  8th  April,  I  went  again 
to  Seymour's  and  saw  him;  I  asked  him  if  he  had  got  all  hia  firemen,  or 
if  he  wanted  more.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  a  discbarge ;  I  said  yes.  He 
said  be  wanted  a  new  one.  I  told  him  I  had  two.  He  took  both  up  to 
the  city,  or  ofhce,  as  he  called  it,  with  him.  I  do  not  know  where  he 
took  them.  I  asked  him  how  we  were  going  to  Calais.  He  said,  as  he 
must  not  be  seen  in  it,  his  young  man  would  pay  our  passage  down,  and 
he  would  pay  him  again.  We  asked  what  wages  or  advance  we  were  to 
have.  He  said  we  were  to  have  4*.  a  day  while  working  on  board  in 
dock  nntil  ready  to  go  away,  and  then  we  were  to  have  bounty-money  and 
wages,  and  that  would  be  paid  by  check  at  Liverpool,  so  that  we  could 
send  it  up  to  our  friends.  I  was  to  meet  him  again  between  four  and 
five  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon.  1  went  and  saw  him.  He  gave  me 
back  my  two  discharges,  and  said  I  should  have  to  show  them  when  I 
got  to  Calais,  and  that  I  was  to  be  up  at  his  place  at  t«n'o'clock  this 
morning  to  go  by  the  boat  to  Calais.  I  went  to  the  boat,  but  from  some 
remarks  I  heard  while  on  the  wharf  would  not  go.  I  was  not  aware 
before  of  the  ship's  name,  or  the  service  we  were  required  for;  had  I 
known  of  it  when  Seymour  first  spoke  to  me,  I  would  not  have  promised 
to  go  at  all.  The  ship  proved  to  be  the  confederate  steamer  Bappahan- 
nock. 

ROBERT  SABD. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  Wo.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  the  9th  day  of  April,  1804,  before  nie. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 

A  London  Commissioner,  &c. 
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Affidavit  of  Joseph  Sullivan. 


I,  Joseph  Sallivan,  of  London,  do  solemnly  sn-ear  that  I  was  born  in 
Bristol,  England,  and  am  by  trade  a  flreman.  On  Tuesday  night  last  (5th 
of  April)  I  was  coming  up  Kat«liff  highway ;  I  met  John  Seymour,  sliip- 
ping-ma.ster  of  Wellcloae  square.  He  asked  me  to  drink :  we  went  into  the 
Cock  and  Neptune,  comer  of  Neptune  street  and  the  highway.  When 
there  he  aaked  me  if  I  would  get  hira  twelve  or  fourteen  men,  aa  firemen,' 
for  a  ship  in  Calais.  I  said  I  could,  and  he  told  me  to  get  them,  and  said 
he  would  give  me  plenty  of  money  in  Calais,  but  none  here  in  I^ndon, 
I  went  to  John  Seymour's  house,  in  Wellclose  square,  with  the  follow- 
ing, myself  as  leat&ng  stoker:  John  Lacy,  David  Cornell,  James  Grace, 
Edward  Smith,  Peter  Byan,  James  Lucy,  Bartholomew  Walsh,  Owen 
Driscoll,  Samuel  Theater,  John  Howell,  and  Thomas  Day,  stokers.  He 
asked  me  for  a  discharge  of  each  man;  I  took  them  all  with  me  and 
give  them  to  him.  He  (Sej-mour)  then  took  me  to  the  parlor  of  the 
King's  Arms,  and  I  had  an  interview  with  four  gentlemen.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  asked  me  if  I  could  procure'the  men  (meaning  the  firemen 
and  seamen)  that  Seymour  required,  but  they  must  be  all  British  sub- 
jects, and  that  if  I  would  I  should  be  well  rewarded  when  I  got  to  Calais. 
He  then  asked  me  if  the  men  were  with  us  whose  names  were  on  the  list ; 
I  answered  they  were,  and  produced  the  discharge  of  each  man  as  his 
name  was  read  by  the  gentleman  or  officer  of  the  ship,  and  Seymour 
kept  them.  The  four  gentlemen  whom  I  had  an  inter\iew  with  I  sup- 
posed to  be  officers  belonging  to  the  ship  to  which  I  was  to  be  sent.  I 
was  then  told  to  go  to  the  bar  and  have  what  I  liked  to  drink,  and  Sey- 
mour told  me  to  come  at  eight  o'clock  at  night  and  he  would  give  me 
back  the  discharges.  When  I  went  to  his  house  at  eight  o'clock,  he 
called  me  into  the  parlor,  and  gave  me  hack  twelve  discbarges,  and  told  me 
to  pick  six  of  them  to  go  away  on  Friday  morning,  from  London  Bridge 
station,  which  I  did.  On  Friday  morning,  8th  of  April,  at  half  past  five 
o'clock,  I,  with  five  men,  went  to  Seymour's  house,  and  left  at  six  o'clock 
for  London  Bridge  station,  arriving  there  at  seven  o'clock.  While  at 
the  station  waiting  for  Mr.  Seymour,  who  was  to  pay  our  passage  to 
Dover,  I  asked  the  boy  who  drives  Mr.  SejTnour's  cart  the  name  of  the 
ship  we  were  going  to.  He  said  it  was  the  steamer  llappahaiinock,  lying 
at  Calais.  When  Seymour  came  up  I  asked  him  if  we  were  for  the  Kai>- 
paliannoch.  He  said,  "Yes,  it's  aJI  right;  don't  make  a  noise  about  it; 
you  will  be  all  right  when  you  get  to  Calais."  He  then  went  into  the 
station  to  get  six  tickets.  He  came  out  and  said,  "  I  have  not  got  suffi- 
cient money  to  pay  for  six  tickets,  as  it  is  the  express  train  that  leaves 
at  half  past  seven.  He  then  took  out  four  sovereigns  and  some  silver  in 
his  hand,  and  said  tome,  "Sullivan,  you  can  proceed  and  take  these  men 
with  you:  the  other  two  can  go  to  my  house,  and  I  will  send  them  by 
the  boat."  We  objected  to  be  parted,  and  all  returned  together.  I  went 
home  and  stopped  until  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  I  went  again  to 
his  (SejTnour's)  house  in  Wellclose  square;  he  told  me  that  tlie  boat 
would  start  at  3  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  (this  day,)  and  that  I  was 
to  get  him  more  men,  because  it  was  better  to  send  them  through  by 
dark  than  by  daylight.  I  got  six  men  with  me,  and  two  more  joined  me 
at  his  house  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night  About  half  past  twelve 
we  all  proceeded  to  London  Bridge  wharf,*  and  arrived  there  at  about 
half  past  two  o'clock  this  morning.  While  waiting  there  I  met  a  friend, 
who  asked  me  what  lay  I  was  going  in;  I  told  him  I  did  not  know,  hut 
that  I  was  going  to  Cidais  to  Join  the  Bappahannock.    He  advised  us  to 
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stay  away,  and  I  and  Robert  Sadd  would  not  goj  the  others  weot 
Seymonr  told  me  I  should  not  aign  until  after  arriving  at  Calais;  hot 
that  my  wages  wouid  he  t34  per  raoath,  and  £10  boonty  after  sigDing 
on  the  ship.  I  did  not  know  she  was  a  confederate  ship,  or  would  not 
have  had  anything  to  do  with  her.  Sej-mour  deceived  qs  all  throngb, 
as  he  knew  what  she  was  and  what  we  were  wanted  for. 

JOSEPH  8CLLIVAS. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent  at  my  office,  TSo.  37  Nicholas  lane,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  9th  day  of  Apnl,  IS&l,  before  me. 

JOHN  CASTLE  GAST, 
A  ComntiesiOHer  to-Admyiister  Oatht  in  Chanoery. 


Affidavit  of  Edward  Smith  and  others. 

We,  Edward  Smith  of  Rotherhithe,  Surrey,  Dennis  Oonnell  of  Cork, 
Ireland,  and  James  Grace  of  London,  firemen,  do  hereby  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear,  that  on  Thursday  last,  April  7j  we  went  to  John 
Seymour's,  {or,  aa  he  is  called,  John  the  Greek's,)  in  Wellcloae  square, 
and  when  there  he  asked  us  if  we  woold  go  to  work  at  four  shillings  a 
day,  and  to  be  found  in  food,  &c.,  on  a  ship  lying  in  Calais.  We 
said  we  would,  and  he  took  the  discharges  from  us  that  we  had  received 
firom  the  ships  we  last  served  in.  He  told  us  to  be  at  his  house 
at  quarter  before  six  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  April  S,  to 
go  by  the  train  to  Dover,  and  then  across  to  Calais.  We  were  there, 
and  went  with  three  others  to  the  London  bridge  station.  VTbea 
we  arrived  there,  he,  Seymour,  had  not  enough  money  to  pay  oni 
passage  by  that  train,  as  it  was  an  express.  He  wanted  four  to  go 
by  that  tniin,  but  we  would  not  separate,  but  all  go  together;  so  we 
left  the  station,  went  home,  and  returned  again  about  twenty  minutes 
past  9.  He  was  not  there,  but  sent  his  man  to  tell  us  to  come  to  his 
house,  as  there  was  a  gentleman  there  who  wanted  to  see  us.  When 
we  got  there  we  saw  no  one  but  himself,  and  he  told  ns  to  be  at  hie 
house  again  at  half  past  1  on  the  Saturday  morning,  and  then  we  should 
all  go  by  the  boat  that  started  from  London  bridge  that  morning.  We 
went  to  his  house,  and  then  we  demanded  a  copy  of  the  agreement  we 
had  signed,  and  Seymour  gave  us  a  copy,  which  is  annexed.  We 
afterwards  went  to  the  boat,  the  Hanover  steamer  at  Ziondon  bridge, 
and  Seymour's  man  paid  our  passage  to  Calais  and  took  onr  discharges 
on  shore  with  hira.  On  arrival  at  Calais  there  was  no  one  to  recei« 
us.  We  inquired  where  the  Rappahannock  was,  and  we  met  one  of 
the  officers  of  tlie  ship.  He  asked  us  if  we  were  going  to  join  the 
Rappahannock.  We  told  him  that  we  came  down  to  work  on  board  of 
her  at  is.  a  day.  He  said  we  could  not  work  on  her  at  is.  a  day,  but  if 
we  went  to  work  on  her  at  all  we  must  join  the  ship,  the  wages  to  be 
£15  16*.  a  month,  and  we  were  to  sign  for  three  years.  We  told  him 
we  should  not  join  her.  He  said  he  would  pay  our  passage  back  to 
London.  We  remained  all  Saturday  night,  and  wfent  to  ttie  British 
consul  and  told  him  how  we  had  be<?u  served,  but  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  us.  The  cnptain  of  the  steamer  Rainbow  allowed  us 
to  sleep  on  board  that  night,  and  on  Sunday  morning  we  went  on  shore 
to  see  when  we  were  to  be  sent  back.  One  of  the  ofiQcera  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock met  uS  and  asked  us  where  we  slept.  M'o" told  him.  Asked  him 
for  food,  and  went  with  him  to  the  quay  by  the  side  of  the  RapxHihaonock. 
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We  were  afraid  to  go  on  board,  as,  if  we  had,  we  feared  we  Bhonld  have 
been  detained,  or  pot  in  ironB  or  somettiin^.  We  stayed  there  about 
two  boars,  then  went  and  sold  some  of  oar  clothes  and  boaght  food: 
afterwards  we  saw  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  who  told  ns  that  he  would 
not  take  as  back  nnless  he  had  the  money  flret.  We  then  went  back  to 
the  Rappahannock,  and  appearer  SmiUi  went  on  board.  The  first 
lieutenant  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  ua  unloBS  we  joined  the  ship. 
Smith  got  ashore  and  we  were  going  away,  but  were  called  back.  The 
first  lieutenant  said,  considering  that  8^mour  had  »ent  us,  he  would  my 
our  passage  back  to  London.  We  asked  him  about  food,  as  we  told  him 
we  were  hungry.  About  half  past  4  one  of  the  oflQcers  came  on  shore 
and  went  to  the  steamer  Ksinbow  and  saw  the  captain.  He  bro'nght 
three  tickets  on  shore  and  gave  them  to  us,  and  told  us  the  steward 
woold  provide  us  with  food.  We  went  on  board  the  steamer,  had  some 
food,  and  returned  to  London,  After  we  arrived  in  London  we  went 
down  to  Seymour's  about  our  discl^ges,  and  to  see  if  we  could  get 
paid.  We  were  told  he  was  at  Newcastle.  There  was  no  other  Amer- 
ican steamer  at  Calais,  The  only  steamers  there  were  the  Dover  and 
the  Calais  packet-boats,  two  of  the  London  packets  and  a  French  gon- 
boat. 

EDWARD  SMITH. 

D.  CONHfELL. 

JAMES  GRACE. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents  at  my  ofBce,  Ko.  37  Kicholas  lane,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  the  12th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me, 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  CommissUmer  to  AdminUter  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Copy  of  agreement, 

LONDOIT,  April  8, 1864. 
We  agree,  all  of  us  that  sign  this  agreement,  firemen  and  sailors, 
steward  and  cook,  to  go  to  Calais  to  work  on  board  the  American 
steamship  Rappahannock,  to  have  is.  per  day,  cook  and  steward  the 
same;  sailors  to  have  3«.  per  day,  and  all  to  have  victual  and  passage 
money,  to  be  paid  by  John  Seymour.  All  of  them  to  work  for  seven 
days. 

1.  10.  18. 

2.  11.  .  19. 

3.  12.  20. 


Affidavit  of  James  Oraham. 

I,  James  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  fireman,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely 
sweat  that  I  left  Liverpool,  wiih  eight  others,  on  the  7th  of  February, 
for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies,  having  been  engaged  by  James  Cun- 
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ningham  and  Joseph  Bachanan,  engineers,  of  Liverpool,  who  informed 
US  the  steamer  was  lying  at  Graveseud,  and  that  we  were  to  go  to 
London  by  train,  and  thence  to  Gravesend  and  join  her  there.  We  were 
well  plied  with  liquor,  and  at  11  o'clock  at  night  went  to  the  statioa  at 
Line  street  to  meet  them,  onr  wivea  going  with  us  t4)  receive  our  month's 
advance,  which  they  promised  to  pay  them.  We  were  to  have  £6  10s. 
per  month.  After  we  had  all  arrived  all  the  station,  we  were  hurried 
into  the  carriages,  more  drink  was  given  to  us,  and  no  notice  taken  of 
the  advance.  On  arrival  in  London  we  were  taken  in  cahs  to  another 
railway,  again  plied  with  liquor,  taken  to  Dover.  When  there  I  aaked 
Mr.  Cunniugham  what  game  he  was  np  to.  He  said  you  axe  going  on 
the  steamer,  as  it  is  the  tender  of  the  ship  lying  ofT  the  harhor.  We 
went  on  the  steamer  and  were  taken  to  Calais;  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons came  to  look  after  us^  we  were  guarded  until  we  were  put  on  the 
Bappahannock.  On  arrivuig  on  board,  Mr.  Cunningham  handed  ns 
over  to  the  captain.  Both  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Cunningham  looked 
after  as  until  then.  The  captain  said  to  us  as  we  had  had  a  long  jour- 
ney he  would  see  us  to-morrow.  We  were  all  rather  stupid  &om  drink. 
He  gave  Shronder  twenty  francs  to  spend  among  us;  and  on  the  next 
day  we  were  called  into  the  cabin  to  sign  articles.  They  were  not  read 
over  to  U8.  The  captain  asked  us  all  if  we  were  ready  to  enlist.  We 
told  him  no ;  we  came  as  firemen.  We  were  then  told  to  sign  onr  names, 
and  that  the  wages  were  to  be  £6  19s.  lOd,  per  month,  with  £10  bounty. 
We  were  to  have  advance  notes  three  days  after  we  signed,  so  as  to 
send  them  to  our  wives.  They  were  to  be  paid  at  Messra  Jones  &  Co.'s 
ship  brokers,  LiverpooL  We  did  not  get  these  notes,  and  Shronder  was 
put  in  irons  for  asking  for  them.  The  treatment  we  received  was  very 
severe.  1£  the  least  word  was  said,  either  a  pistol  was  placed  at  onr 
heads,  or  we  were  put  in  irons.  After  six  of  tbem  (the  men  from  Liver- 
pool) had  run  away,  I  looked  out  for  the  first  opportunity  to  leave  the 
ship.  On  Thursday  last,  31st  March,  at  half  past  five  o'clock,  I  got 
liberty  and  wentoD  shore.  Iwastoreturnonboard  the  following  morning, 
at  8  o'clock.  I  did  not  return.  They  finding  that  I  was  trying  to  get 
away,  the  doctor,  Mr,  Newton,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  midshipman,  watched 
me,  and  when  entering  a  pubUc  house  one  of  them  struck  me  with  a  life- 
preserver  and  knocked  me  senseless.  I  was  taken  to  some  house,  and 
on  recovering  found  myself  on  a  bench,  and  Mr,  Newton  was  watching 
me,  I  asked  for  a  drink  of  water,  and  when  he  went  to  give  it  to  me  I 
knocked  him  over  and  ran  away.  I  went  to  the  Ship  Hotel,  and  the 
landlord  stowed  me  away  in  the  back  kitchen  until  Friday  afternoon, 
the  1st  of  April ;  I,  with  another  man,  then  walked  away  on  the  Bou- 
logne road,  and  was  picked  up  tty  tlie  diligence.  On  arrival  at  Boulogne 
we  went  on  board  the  boat  for  Folkestone,  and  arrived  in  London  on 
Saturday  evening.  When  I  was  struck  by  the  oflBcers,  they  severely 
injured  my  left  e^oulder,  and  brought  blood  fix>m  behind  my  right  ear. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  lift  my  left  arm  since.  My  clothes  were  all 
covered  with  blood.  I  would  never  have  gone  on  board  had  I  known 
what  she  was.  Mr,  Buchanan,  who  had  worked  with  me  before,  recom- 
mended me  to  go.  He  said  she  was  for  India — Ijing  at  Gravesend;  the 
voyage  was  for  twenty-four  months.  Several  men  from  Portsmouth 
joined  the  ship  at  difl'erent  times — two  are  still  on  board.  They  will 
take  any  one  that  comes,  and' when  once  on  board  they  are  very  badly 
treated.  The  provisions  are  bad,  and  the  officers  treat  the  men  like  dogs. 
The  men  from  Portsmouth  came  from  her  M^esty's  steamer  Trafalgtu-; 
one  left  some  time  ba«k.  Man-of-war's  men  are  told  all  sorts  of  things 
to  induce  them  to  join.    I  received  a  £.2  advance  note  after  I  had  been 
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on  board  about  three  weeks.  It  -was  paid  by  Samuels  &  Oo.,  of  Liver- 
pool, an  exchange  office.  I  had  five  francs  given  me  for  drink  when  I 
came  on  shore. 

JAMES  QBAKAM. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  Ko.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  LondoD,  this  4th  day  of  April,  before  me. 
JOHS  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commiasumer  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chaneerg. 


I,  James  Graham,  of  Liverpool,  fireman,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the 
half-pay  note  attached,  signed  by  Joseph  Buchanan,  in  the  presence 
of  William  V.  A.  Campbell,  and  dated  the  22d  of  February,  1804,  is  of 
the  trae  and  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Joseph  Buchanan  and 
William  V.  A.  Campbell.  I  have  seen  Captain  Campbell  sign  his  name 
several  times.  He  signed  the  drafts  for  £2  that  were  given  to  each  of 
the  LiverxKwl  men  aflfir  we  had  been  three  weeks  ou  board.  I  have 
seen  Joseph  Buchanan  write  often,  having  worked  with  him,  and  I  sol- 
emnly swear,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief^  the  eignatare 
attached  to  the  half  pay  note  is  in  Joseph  Buchanan's  handwriting,  and 
also  that  Captain  Campbell  signed  the  two  certificates  of  appointment 
of  Joseph  Buchanan  and  Alemndei  Bradshaw,  and  the  said  half-pay 
note. 

JAMES  GRAHAM. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  office,  Ko.  6  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me. 
JOHN  L  ANDREW, 
A  Iiondon  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


COKFEDEBATE  STATES  STEAMEB  BAPPAHANITOCB:, 

CaUiis,  February  7, 1864. 
Sir:  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  3d  assistant  engineer  in  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy,  from  the  7th  day  of  February,  1864. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  T.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  States  Navy. 
William  Alexamdee  Beadshaw. 


Conpebeeate  States  Steamee  Rappahannock, 

Calais,  February  7, 1864. 
Sir  :  Ton  are  hereby  appointed  third  assistant  engineer  iu  the  Confed- 
erate States  navy,  from  the  7th  day  of  Febniary,  1864. 
Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  V.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  Confederate  ^tes  Jfavy. 
Mr.  Joseph  Buchanan.  (',^,^,^\r. 
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I,  Joseph  Bachanan,  3d  assistant  engineer  on  board  the  Oonfederate 
States  vessel  of  war  Bappaliannock,  commanded  by  W.  V,  A.  Campbell, 
lientenant  commanding  Confederate  States  navy,  do  by  these  present* 
allot  thirty  dollars  per  month  of  my  pay  for  the  support  of  my  family. 
And  I  do  hereby  appoint  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  ship  brokers,  LiYerpool, 
my  attorney,  to  receive  for  that  parpose  from  the  navy  agent  at  the  port 
of  Liverpool,  England,  the  said  sum  of  thirty  dollars  monthly,  for  the 
term  of  twenty-foor  months,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April,  1864. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  herennto  set  my  hand  aod  seal  the  twenty- 
second  of  Febmary,  1864. 

JOSEPH  BUCHAfTAN.  [SEAL-l 

In  presence,  and  with  the  approbation  of, 

WILLIAM  T.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Lieutenant  CommandiTtg,  Confederate  States  Navy. 

Begistered  by  Donglasa  F.  Forest,  assistant  paymaster.  Confederate 
States  navy. 


Affidavit  of  Charles  Bennett. 

I,  Charles  Beonett,  able  seaman,  of  Plymonth,  England,  do  hereby 
traly,  sincerely,  and  solemnly  swear  that  I  left  London,  with  abont 
thirteen  others,  by  railway  from  London  bridge  to  Dover,  thence  by 
steamboat  to  Calais,  about  the  latter  part  of  November,  and  joined  the 
steamship  Rappahannock  there  as  able  seaman.  I  was  not  aware  what 
kind  of  ship  she  was  until  I  arrived  on  board.  I  signed  articles  to  join  the 
steamship  Scylla,  at  £3  16*.  per  month,  in  the  Downs,  for  a  voyage  to 
the  West  Indies  and  back.  This  agreement  was  made  at  Scott's  pnbUo 
hoasCjin  G-ravel  lane,  Tower  Hill.  I  do  not  know  the  man  who  shipped 
me.  Had  I  known  that  the  ship  was  a  confederate  man-of-war,  I  would 
not  have  signed  articles  to  join  her. 

After  I  was  received  on  board,  it  was  three  days  before  I  commenced 
work.  Then  the  best  part  of  the  men  who  brought  her  tVom  Sheemess 
left  her.  Four  riggers  then  came  on  board,  and  commenced  tltting  the 
ship,  cleaning  out  the  tanks,  shell-room,  magazines  and  all  the  other 
rooms.  The  stores,  such  as  ram,  flour,  bre^,  rice,  peas,  sugar,  and 
sundries,  were  then  sent  on  shore  to  a  private  store.  Four  daj'S  after 
that  some  boiler-makers  came  &om  Sheemess  to  work  on  board,  and 
commenced  taking  old  tubes  out  and  repairing  the  boilers,  I  with  the 
seamen  then  commenced  our  regolar  work,  putting  things  to  rights  on 
.  deck  and  aloft.  Some  days  after  that  a  report  came  to  the  ship  that 
two  United  States  frigates  were  in  sight.  Mr.  Graves,  the  first  lientenant, 
said  the  vessel  lay  too  much  in  sight,  and  it  was  shifted  further  back 
into  the  harbor.  The  old  fan  was  removed  irom  the  Eappahannoek 
and  a  new  one  pat  into  her.  We  then  received  stores,  consisting  of 
clothing,  shoes,  ribbons,  and  sundries.  About  three  weeks  ago,  ten  of 
ns  were  sent  on  shore  to  get  some  cases  that  had  been  received  from 
England  by  the  steamer.  I  was  loading  hand,  and  ordered  to  open  them. 
They  were  opened  and  contained  bnll-rings,  pieces  of  brass  made  to  fit 
on  the  deck  for  the  gnns  to  travel  in,  enough  for  ten  gnns,  and  some 
copper  fighting  bolts.  These  are  what  the  gun  rests  on,  to  allow  them 
to  turn  any  fray  while  in  use.  The  funnels  have  been  fitted  so  as  to 
lower  with  crutches  on  deck.    The  bolts  and  bnll-rings  were  taken  on 
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board,  and  stowed  avay  in  the  ^rnnner's  Btore-room.  A  roll  of  cloth  was 
then  taken  on  deck,  and  the  magazine  screens  cnt  ont.  For  several 
days  afterwards  nothing  was  taken  on  bo^  bat  small  fittings.  On 
Wednesday,  10th  February,  three  engineers  and  six  firemen  came  on 
board,  and  in  the  evening  the  flies  were  lighted  and  banked  np,  and  we 
were  told  if  it  was  foggy  she  would  go  out  that  night  to  Cherbourg, 
where  the  remainder  of  her  crew  were  waiting  to  come  on  board.  The 
fog,  however,  cleared  away,  and  we  did  not  go  out.  -On  Saturday 
evening,  13th  February,  at  half  past  six  o'clock,  I  watched  the  port  side 
of  the  deck — the  side  nearest  the  shore;  and  as  the  officer  knew  that  I 
had  tried  to  desert  flxtm  the  ship  before,  he  sent  me  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ship.  As  be  walked  aft  I  jumjied  over  the  bow,  took  the  end  of  a 
rope  and  lowered  myself  into  the  water.  I  swam  to  a  little  boat  that 
was  lying  the  other  side  of  the  pier,  landed,  and  ran  as  hard  as  I  could 
away.  At  hajf  past  ten  o'clo*^  I  went  on  tne  mail  boat  that  was  gomg 
to  Dover,  and  as  there  was  no  one  awake  on  board,  1  went  below  and 
stowed  myself  away  nnder  hatches.  On  arrival  at  Dover,  haviog  no 
money,  I  sold  my  olotbes  to  pay  the  passage  over,  or  the  boat  wonld 
have  taken  me  back  again,  and  came  to  London.  I  uever  int«nded 
stopping  on  the  Kappahannook  after  I  knew  she  was  a  confederate  ship 
of  war. 

CHAELES  X  BEHBETT. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  Charles  Bennett,  at  my  oEGee,  Ko.  37  Nicholas 
lane,  &c.,  &c,  &c 

JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  CommianoneTj  Ac,  &e. 


Affidavit  of  Robert  Dunn. 

I,  Robert  Dunn,  of  Sheemeas,  boiler-maker,  do  hereby  truly  and  sol- 
emnly swear  that  1  went  to  Calais  and  joined  the  ship  Eappahannock  as 
fireman.  I  had  previonaly  called  upon  Mr.  Rumble  three  times,  as  I 
beard  he  was  shipping  hands  for  her,  and  he  had  sent  some  of  my  ship- 
mates and  paid  their  carriage  to  Calais,  but  I  was  not  able  to  see  him. 
On  arrival  at  Calais  I  saw  Gifford  and  the  other  boiler  makers  sent  by 
Mr.  Rumble;  they  had  been  working  all  night  drawing  tubes.  Gifford 
told  me  Mr.  Ramble  gave  him  £la  to  pay  their  passage  over,  and  he 
(Gifford)  told  me  if  I  had  seen  Mr.  Rumble  he  would  have  paid  my  paS^ 
sage.  I  remained  on  board  three  days  before  I  signed  articles,  and  my 
time  was  dated  back  to  the  1st  of  December  at  £5  199.  lOd.  per  montli 
as  flreinan,  and  we  were  to  share  prize  money  as  the  prizes  were  taken. 
Upon  the  day  I  shipped,  five  men  came  fix)m  Sheerhess  and  joined  the 
Rappahannock.  They  were  all  from  her  Majesty's  ship  Cumberland. 
Two  had  deserted  and  the  other  three  had  been  discharged,  Mr.  Rumble 
having  bought  their  discharges  for  them.  Mr.  Rumble  gave  them  the 
money  to  buy  them  out  of  the  service  a  week -before,  and  at  the  time  the 
ship  lay  at  Sheemess  they  told  me  how  they  could  have  duped  Mr.  Bum- 
ble if  they  saw  fit.  Robert  Crickmore  was  the  man  that  Mr.  Rumble 
gave  the  money  to  buy  the  discharges  for  himself,  Reuben,  Knight  and 
Murrens,  This  was  at  Sheemess  pierhead.  Robert  Crickmore  said  this 
openly  on  board,  and  so  did  the  other  men  several  times.  A  marine  who 
had  deserted,  afterwards  Joined  as  a  coal-trimmer.  The  day  after,  Mr, 
Bumble  came  on  board  the  Bappahannock  about  twelve  o'clock  nudnighjt. 
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and  he  asked  Mr.  Ramsay  if  those  fellows  had  come  on  hoard.  Mr. 
Ramsay  said,  "Yes,  all  right."  1  was  in  the  engine-room  and  was  com- 
ing up  to  report  all's  well,  and  heard  this  conversation;  and  Mr.  Ramble 
added,  "I  mast  he  off  by  daylight  in  the  morning."  Foar  or  five  days 
afterwards  I  saw  Mr.  Bumble  again,  and  I  told  GUTord  I  had  seen  him. 
He  made  answer,  he  "wished  he  had  seen  him,  as  they  were  getting  very 
short  of  money."  A  gang  of  men,  boiler-makers,  fitters,  came  from  Mr. 
Rennie^s  after  the  Sheeniess  boiler-makers  had  lefb,  and  commenced 
repairing  boilers,  putting  in  new  tubes,  &c.  While  they  were  on  board 
some  packing  cases  were  received  &om  the  shore;  they  were  taken  on 
board  and  unpacked.  They  containeii  brass  slides,  pivots,  and  galvan- 
ized iron  ling'boUs  for  gun-slides.  They  were  stowed  away  in  the 
steerage,  and  were  not  to  be  placed  in  their  proper  places  on  deck  until 
after  the  vessel  left  Calais.  The  treatment  we  received  on  board  was  veiy 
bad.  I  was  promised  by  Captain  Campbell  that  my  wife. should  receive 
money  out  of  my  bounty  diu^ng  the  time  we  remained  at  Calais,  and 
half  pay  so  soon  as  it  became  due.  She  only  received  £2,  and  when  I 
ask'ed  him  to  send  some  more  he  threatened  to  boot  me.  I  saw  Mr. 
Graves  a  week  afterwards  about  the  same  subject,  and  he  said  he  would 
put  me  in  slave  irons  if  I  came  aft  any  more  about  money.  After  I  had 
been  on  board  six  weeks  I  received  a  half  pay  check  for  £2  17g,  Id.,  pay- 
able at  Mr.  Howe's  Fountain  Ian,  Sheerness,  and  on  the  10th  of  February 
I  received  another  half  pay  note  for  £2  16a.  lOd.,  payable  at  the  same 
place.  On  one  occasion,  while  I  was  asking  for  my  right  about  sending 
money  to  my  wife,  1  was  put  in  irons  and  kept  so  for  twenty-four  hours ; 
and  on  another  occasion  while  asking  the*  same  questions,  they  threat- 
ened to  put  thumb-screws  on  me.  On  the  12th  of  Febmarj- 1  made  my 
escape  from  the  ship  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  I  received,  and  as 
I  thought  my  wife  would  not  get  the  half  pay,  as  the  notes  were  sent  to 
Liverpool  and  returned  unpaid,  and  afterwards  acheck  was  given  and  paid 
at  Mr.  Howe's  Fountain  Inn,  Sheemess.  These  checks  were  drawn  on 
Haggard  &  Co.,  Uheapside.  There  were  on  "board  slave  irons  in  great 
numbers,  and  revolvers;  and  the  men  on  board  were  constantly  in  irons 
and  threatened  with  revolvers:  in  iact,  none  of  tbe  men  will  stop  if  they 
can  get  away.  There  were  only  about  twelve  men  and  boys  on  board 
when  I  left.  Afber  t  returned  to  Sbeemess  Mr,  Rumble  sent  for  me  on 
the  15th  of  February  last,  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  whether  Mr.  Ramsay 
wore  his  uniform  before  be  went  to  London  or  afterwards.  I  told  him 
after  be  had  been  to  London,  so  far  as  I  knew.  He  asked  my  reason  for 
leaving  the  Rappahannock.  I  told  him  it  was  the  consequence  of  tbe 
bad  treatment  I  received,  and  I  could  not  see  my  way  clear  for  leaving 
half  pay  to  my  wife.  He  said  he  was  sorry  I  had  left.  I  thought  the 
Rappahannock  was  a  blockade  runner;  had  I  known  she  was  a  confed- 
erate man-of  war  I  should  not  have  joined  her. 

ROBERT  DUNN. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  Oie 
city  of  London,  this  29th  day  of  Febroary,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  CommUnoner,  <£&,  <£c.,  (£e. 


A^iMvit  of  Litdicig  Kretsohmar. 

I,  Ludwig  Kretschmar,  do  truly,  solemnly,  and  sincerely  swear,  that 
I  was  boarding  at  John  Seymoni's,  Wellclose  square,  and  in  the  second 
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week  of  Febmary  I  signed  articles  at  Seymom'B  to  join  the  steamship 
Florida  at  Brest,  at  £6  per  month  wages,  with  a  boanty  of  £10,  and  5«. 
a  day  while  the  ship  remained  in  port.  I  was  told  I  should  be  supplied 
with  clothes  and  all  other  necessaries,  so  I  sold  what  I  had  and  spent 
the  money.  Two  days  afterwards  I  was  taken  on  board  (with  seventeen 
others)  the  steamer  bound  for  Calais.  On  arrival  at  Calais  we  did  not 
know  where  to  go.  A  man  then  came  from  the  confederate  steamer 
Bappahannock  and  told  as  to  come  on  board.  We  refused,  as  we  were 
ordered  for  Brest.  Finding  we  had  nowhere  to  go,  and  being  told  that 
we  were  intended  for  the  :^ppahannock,  we  went  on  board,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  captain  came  to  as  and  said  he  woold  pay  us  the  bounty 
and  wages  at  sea,  and  would  pay  our  debts.  As  we  wanted  money  we 
objected,  and  he  told  ns  we  shonld  have  no  food  unless  we  staid  by. 
We  all  refused,  and  were  put  on  board  the  Calais  i>acket  bound  for 
Dover,  &om  whence  we  had  to  beg  onr  way  to  London.  The  Anstrian 
consul  put  us  in  a  boarding-house  and  paid  part  of  our  passage  to  Dover, 
the  remainder  being  paid  by  the  French  police. 

LODWIG  KEETSCHMAie. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  Ko.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1864. 

JOHN  J.  ANDHEW, 
A  London  Gommmioner,  die,  do,,  Ae. 

We,  Frederick  Strandt,  Joseph  Tnmick,  Franz  Jnnger,  John  Parell, 
and  Henry  Jesser,  do  tnily,  solemnly,  and  'sincerely  swear  to  the  truth 
of  the  foregoing  statement.  We  were  all  shipped  by  John  Seymoor  at 
Wellclose  square  for  the  ship  Florida,  lying  at  Brest,  and  all  went  to 
Calais  at  the  same  time,  and  returned  with  him  to  Dover. 

FBEDBEICK  STRANDT. 

JOSEPH  TRUNICK. 

FRANZ  JUNGEE. 

JOHN  PABELL. 

H.  JESSER 

Sworn  by  the  above-named  five  deponents  at  my  ofBce,  No.  6  White 
Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  city  of  Loudon,  this  4th  day  of  March,  1864, 
before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  Londtm  CommistUmer,  &c,,  <£«.,  <£o. 


Affidavit  of  Thomax  Monk. 

I,  Thomas  Monk,  of  Portsmouth,  Hampshire,  Engbuid,  do  tmly  and 
solemnly  swear,  that  about  eleven  months  ago  I  was  engaged  by  a  stran- 
ger, at  Portsmouth,  to  go  to  New  Haven,  and  ftt>(n  thence  by  steams 
to  uie  French  coast,  and  ran  alongside  the  confederate  steamer  Georgia, 
and  on  arriving  on  board  I  joined  her  as  quartermaster.  There  were 
three  other  men  taken  from  New  Haven  at  the  same  time,  and  the 
steamer  had  guns  and  ammunition  for  the  Georgia.  They  were  taken 
on  board  as  we  lay  off  the  coaat.  The  Georgia  went  to  sea  as  soon  as 
we  had  received  the  guns,  and  cruised  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
On  the  passage  she  took  eight  American  ships,  burned  three  of  them, 
and  bonded  the  other  five.    After  we  arrived  at  the  Cape,  we  returned 
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to  France,  and  vent  into  Oherbonrg  for  repairs.  Ko  ships  -were  bnmt 
on  the  return  passage,  bnt  one  waa  bonded.  After  we  bad  been  at 
Gberbonrg  some  time,  I  was  seut  to  the  Ktqipabannocb,  at  Calais,  and 
then  I  returned  borne.  While  I  was  in  the  Georgia  I  received  for  the 
first  six  miMLtbB  £5  XOs.  per  month,  and  afterwards  £6  per  month ;  my 
wife  receiving  the  half  pay  at  Portsmouth,  by  post  office  order  from  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Liverpool.  That  was  received  regularly  while  I  remained  on 
the  ship.  I  remained  at  Portsmouth,  on  leave,  for  a  week,  and  then 
joined  the  confederate  steamer  Bappahanjiock,  at  C^sis,  as  boatswain,  at 
£18  per  month.  Half  was  to  have  been  paid  to  my  wife  by  the  same  Mr. 
Jones,  Liverpool }  but  she  did  not  draw  my.  I  joined  her  about  five  weeks 
back  and  staid  od  board  nntil  I  received  my  dLscharge,  on  the  7th  March. 
I  appUed  for  it,  as  I  found  it  impossible  to  remain  on  a  ship  that  was 
eondncted  like  the  Bappahannock — the  captain  and  chief  officer  always 
creating  some  unpleasantness  on  board ;  and  I  did  not  like  to  remain 
on  a  ship  that  was  intended  to  bom  and  desbcoy  merchant  ships,  unarmed 
and  defenseless. 

When  i  signed  articles  on  board  the  Rappahannock,  I  made  ao 
arrangement  with  the  purser  respecting  the  half  pay  to  be  paid  to  my 
wife  at  Portsmouth,  which  was  ^so  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  28  Chapel 
street,  Livejpool. 


THOMAS  X  MONK. 


Witness  to  the  mask,  of  Thomas  Monk — 
Joshua  Munk. 


Sworn  at  my  ofttoe,  No.  i  Nicholas  lane,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city 
of  London,  this  the  15th  day  of  March,  136^  by  the  deponent,  Thomas 
Monk. 

J.  WILKINaON, 
A  London  Commitsioner,  <f-c.,  £c. 

The  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that  he 
had  truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contento  of  the  above 
affidavit  to  the  said  deponent,  and  that  be  saw  him  make  his  mark 
thereto,  before  me. 

J.  WILKINSON, 
A  London  Commisfionerj  ax.,  &e. 


A^Hdaait  ofJamet  Conner. 

I,  James  Conner,  do  solemnly  and  truly  swear  that  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, the  7th  February  last,  L  with  eight  others,  viz.,  James  Graham, 
John  Dow,  Tliomas  Shrouder,  Walker  Dixon,  John  Pratt,  Thomas  Welch, 
Thomas  Woods,  and  William  Friend,  were  sent  for  to  go  to  Major's  pub- 
lic house,  in  Athol  street,  Liverpool.  On  going  there  we  were  met  by 
four  engineers,  citizens  of  Liverpool,  viz.,  William  Bradshaw,  Joseph 
Buchanan,  and  Messrs.  Coate  and  Cunningham.  Mr.  Cunningbam 
appeared  to  be  the  leader  and  spokesman  of  the  other  engineers.  We 
were  taken  into  a  private  room  where  liquor  was  abundantly  provided. 
We  were  asked  by  Cunningham  if  we  wanted  a  good  ship  and  good  pay. 
We  asked  for  some  particulars,  and  were  told  the  ship  was  in  London 
and  was  going  to  Nassau  to  run  the  blockade,  and  that  our  i)ay  would 
foe  £6  10«.  per  month,  and  that  half  pay  for  our  families  could  be  drawn 
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in  Liverpool.  We  were  told  we  were  to  sign  articles  in  Londoo.  We 
left  the  same  night  for  London,  and  on  ajrival  were  taken  in  cabs  ftvm 
Euston  SQuare  station  to  a  public  honae  outaide  the  station,  and  irom 
thence  to  the  railway  for  Dover,  and  by  the  boat  to  Calais  On  arrival  at 
Calais,  Cunningham  said,  "I  have  done  with  yoa  now,"  and  that  he 
wonld  tnm  us  over  to  the  captain.  He  took  us  on  board  the  Rappahan- 
nock and  left  us  there.  The  captain  of  the  Bappahannock  asked  as  if 
we  wanted  to  enlist.  We  told  him  we  did  not  come  to  list ;  we  came  as 
firemen,  not  as  soldiers.  He  then  said  he  woold  settle  with  ua  to-mor- 
row, or  the  next  day,  and  gave  us  a  twenty -franc  piece  to  get  some  drink 
with ;  and  lurther  told  ns  that  he  wonld  give  ns  ten  shillings  (10«.)  a 
month  more  than  Mr.  Cnnniugh&m  had  promised  us  at  Liverpool.  We 
left  the  ship  and  returned  the  same  night  on  board,  and  the  neit  morn- 
ing the  captain  promised  us  he  wonld  send  half-pay  notes  on  to  Liver- 
pool in  a  day  or  two,  to  be  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones  &  Co.,  Chapel  street, 
Liverpool,  and  (£10)ten  ponnds  bounty  to  be  paid  twenty-four  hours 
after  we  left  port,  we  then  signed  articles.  Something  was  read  to 
ns,  but  it  was  impossible  to  understand  one  word  of  it.  We  were  then 
set  to  work  cleaning  engines  and  other  regular  work.  After  working 
two  or  three  days  we  complained  about  the  meat.  It  was  short  in  quan- 
tity, and  not  what  we  were  in  the  habit  of  having  in  port — being  salt 
beef  and  pork.  The  captain  put  a  revolver  to  my  head  and  swore  he 
would  shoot  me  or  any  of  tJiera  who  complained  again.  I  and  five  others 
were  put  in  irons,  hands  and  feet,  and  kept  so  for  seven  days  and  nights 
for  daring  to  make  any  complaints.  We  were  afterwards  sent  to  work 
again  below ;  the  steam  was  got  up  and  the  fires  banked.  I  do  not  think 
they  would  nave  taken  us  out  of  irons  if  they  had  not  wanted  to  get  the 
steam  up.  The  steam  was  got  ap  two  or  three  times  during  the  next 
four  or  five  days,  and  the  flres  were  kept  banked  up  all  the  time.  I 
made  two  or  three  attempts  to  leave  the  ship,  as  I  could  not  stay  in  her. 
I  and  others  wrote  to  Captain  North,  at  the  Old  Sailor's  Home,  Liver- 
pool, and  to  Captain  Fackham,  of  the  New  Sailor's  Home,  Liverpool, 
and  asked  them  to  get  us  away.  We  told  him  how  we  had  been 
deceived,  and  that  instead  of  a  blockade-mnner  in  London  being  the 
ship  we  were  to  go  in,  we  had  been  taken  to  Calais  and  put  on  board 
the  confederate  steamer  Rappahannock.  We  never  received  any  answer 
to  these  letters.  On  Sunday,  the  20th  March,  I  got  ashore  and  met  a 
friend  who  promised  to  pay  my  passage  to  London,  and  as  I  had  no 
intention  of  stopping  by  the  ship  wlicn  I  knew  what  Ber\-iee  she  was 
intended  for,  I  was  glad  of  any  chance  to  get  away.  I  left  by  boat  for 
Dover  that  same  night. 


JAMES  X  CONNER. 


Witness  to  the  mark  of  James  Conner : 
Joshua  Mukn. 


Sworn  by  the  deponent,  James  Conner,  at  my  office,  at  No.  5  White 
Hartconrt,  Lombard  street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  21st  day  of  March, 
1804 ;  the  witness  to  the  mark  of  the  deponent  being  first  sworn  that 
he  had  truly,  distinctly,  and  audibly  read  over  the  contents  of  the  above 
afiidavit  of  the  said  deponent,  and  that  he  saw  him  make  bis  mark 
thereto.    Before  me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  i&c,  <£c. 


^dbyCoogle 
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Affidavit  of  John  Ford. 

I,  John  Ford,  of  Portsmouth,  able  seamaD,  do  hereby  tnily,  sincerely, 
and  soleinuly  swear  that,  on  Thursday  laut,  March  13, 1  was  in  Dovei, 
and  when  on  the  pier  I  was  asked  by  a  man,  who  appeared  to  be  a  water- 
man, if  I  wanted  a  ship.  I  said  I  did.  He  said  he  could  find  me  one. 
I  asked  what  ship  she  was.  He  did  not  inform  me,  bat  told  me  to  meet 
him  on  the  next  evening,  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  at  the  comer  of 
Sw^gate  street,  and  he  said  he  would  pat  me  across.  I  went  there  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  met  him.  He  paid  my  passage  to  Calais,  and 
told  me  to  go  down  the  pier  and  I  should  see  a  ship  (steamer)  that  was 
very  likg  an  American  ship,  and  that  I  was  to  go  on  board.  He  gave 
me  two  (2)  shillings,  and  told  mo  to  go  to  the  Dover  Castle,  as  I  should 
not  be  able  to  go  on  board  until  the  morning.  The  next  morning  I  went 
on  board  the  Kappahannock,  and  the  officer  on  deck  asked  me  what  I 
wanted.  I  told  him  I  wanted  a  ship,  and  that  I  was  sent  down  to  her. 
He  said  the  captain  was  not  there  at  present :  he  was  gone  to  Paris ; 
bat  that  I  coold  remain  on  board  if  I  liked  nntii  Monday.  On  that  day 
I  signed  articles  in  the  cabin ;  bat  I  did  not  know  the  natare  of  Qw 
articles,  or  the  voyage,  nntil  after  I  had  signed.  The  agreement  was 
afterwards  read  to  me.  It  was  to  serve  during  the  present  war,  at  the 
rate  of  $22  per  month,  and  £10  bounty,  to  be  paid  twenty-four  horns 
after  the  ship  left  port :  and  there  were  some  remarks  in  the  articles 
about  bum,  sink,  or  destroy  the  enemy's  ships.  I  then  asked  for  two 
hours'  leave,  and  the  captain  said  I  might  have  up  to  7  o'clock.  I  re- 
tamed  about  7J,  and  the  captain  threatened  to  pntmeinirons,asIhad 
only  signed  articles;  so  I  jumped  off  the  rail  and  ran  ap  the  pier  and 
escaped,  I  returned  to  the  Dover  Castle,  and  at  night  went  on  board 
the  boat  and  retomed  to  Dover.  I  should  not  have  gone  had  I  known 
what  ship  she  was.  I  thought  she  was  an  American  ship,  and  not  in- 
tended as  a  ship  of  war.  The  man  at  Dover,  who  paid  my  passage  to 
Calais,  was  an  Englishman.    I  shonld  know  him  again  if  I  met  him. 

JOHN  FOED. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  "So.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  Loudon,  this  2l8t  day  of  March,  1S64. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commitsianer,  &e.j  (£c. 


Affidavit  of  Tkomat  Shrouder  and  otiurg, 

I,  Thomas  Shrouder,  of  Liverpool,  leading  stoker,  do  hereby  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear,  that  on  the  7th  February  I  was  engaged  at  a  public 
house,  at  the  comer  of  Athol  street  and  Scotland  road,  by  Mr.  James 
Cnnningham  and  Joseph  Buchanan,  engineers,  for  a  voyage  to  the  East 
Indies,  at  £6  per  month  wages.  The  ship  was  lying  at  Gravesend. 
I  was  to  go  to  London  by  train,  and  from  thence  to  Gravesend.  And 
eight  others  went  with  ma  We  were  plied  with  drink.  And  at  eleven 
at  night  were  to  be  at  the  station  in  Lime  street.  And  our  wives  wctb 
to  receive  a  month's  pay.  On  arrival  there  we  were  hurried  into  the 
train,  and  having  drunk  flreely,  did  not  know  where  we  were  nntil  we 
arrived  at  London.  Our  wives  did  not  get  a  farthing,  and  we  were  not 
allowed  to  see  them.  After  arrival'  in  London  we  were  put  into  four 
cabs  and  taken  to  London  bridge,  (as  we  leamt  afterwards.    ,We  did 
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not  know  onraelves.)  We  were  taken  to  a  coflfee  and  pnWic  honse  there, 
ftiiil  had  a  drink  at  the  bar.  Were  then  put  into  the  train  and  sent  to 
Dover,  and  then  bundled  on  board  the  packet-boat,  and  landed  in  France. 
On  arrival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  on  board  a  steamer.  We  did  not 
know  her  name  then,  or  what  she  was,  Irat  found  afterwards  she  was 
the  confederate  steamer  Kappnliannock.  After  we  had  been  pat  on 
one  side  of  tlie  deck,  the  caittiiin  came  and  asked  na  if  we  wanted  to  en- 
list. James  Graham,  one  of  the  stokers  that  left  Liverpool  with  us,  . 
auswered,  "  We  did  not  come  to  list-.  We  were  eugaged  at  Liverpool  as 
stokers,  tor  a  ship  lying  at  Gravcseiid,  bound  for  the  East  Indies,''  The 
captain  said,  as  we  were  all  the  worse  for  drink,  we  had  better  have  our 
grub  and  grog  on  board.  And  he  asked  the  orew  what  sort  of  treat- 
ment they  got.  The  crew  would  not  give  their  opinion,  and  we  found- 
ont  afterwards  the  reason  why  they  would  not  was  they  were  afraid  if 
they  told-  the  truth,  and  we  complained,  they  would  be  put  in  irons. 
We  told  the  captain  we  wanted  to  go  on  shore  that  night;  so  he  gave 
mo  twenty  francs  to  give  the  lot  of  us  a  run  up  town.  I,  James  Graham, 
John  Dow,  and  Walker  Dixon,  stayed  on  shore  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning,  alter  having  had  from  eight  to  ten  glasses  of  brandy  each,  we 
were  tukea  down  to  the  cabin  to  sign.  No  articles  were  read,  but  we 
made  our  own  agi-eement,  and  swore  to  stand  by  our  own  agreement, 
and  nothing  more.  lie  wanted  us  to  swear  allegiance  to  the  coufed- 
eracj',  but  we  declined.  Our  wages  were  to  be  paid  monthly,  at  £6  19s. 
1(W.  per  montb,  and  we  wanted  a  mouth's  advance,  but  were  promised 
£10  iustcad,  to  be  i)aid  three  days  atterwards.  Onr  half-])ay  notes  were 
to  be  given  us  at  the  same  time,  so  that  we  might  send  them  to  onr 
wives  ut  once.  They  were  to  be  payable  at  Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  & 
Co.,  Cliapel  street,  LiveriKwl.  When  the  time  was  iip,  I  asked  for  the 
note  an<l  advaitce,  and  was  put  iu  irons,  luiud  and  feet,  and  kept  from 
that  day,  12th  of  I^'ebruary,  to  the  otli  of  March,  (twentj-two  days  and 
six  lioiirs  in  irons.)  The  captain  wanted  me  to  make  an  apology.  I 
would  not.  He  said  that  be  would  try  me  by  court-martial  so  soon  as 
the  ship  was  at  sea,  and  swore  he  would  shoot  me  If  found  guilty,  and 
if  it  lay  iu  his  iMwer  he  would  do  bis  best  to  find  me  guilty.  I  remained 
on  board  until  the  27th,  and  then  got  liberty  to  go  on  shore,  and  ran 
away.  Our  half-pay  was  to  have  been  paid  regularly  every  month  by 
Messrs.  Jones,  Iliggins  &  Co.,  so  long  as  we  remained  by  her.  We  were 
engaged  for  twenty-four  months,  and  the  half-pay  notes  were  made  out 
for  that  time.  None  of  us  should  have  gone  in  the  ship  but  for  Mr. 
pnnningham  and  Mr.  Buchanan  recommending  her  to  ns.  They  have 
ahio  left  the  Eappuhannock. 

THOMAS  SHROUDEE. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  White  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  the 
city  of  London,  this  the  28th  day  of  March,  18(14. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commksioner,  d-c,  <£c. 


We,  Samuel  Garland  and  Tliomas  Woods,  both  of  Liverpool,  firemen, 
do  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  shipped  at  the  same  time,  and  that  all  the 
statements  set  forth  by  Thomas  Shrouder  are  true  and  correct,  with  the 
exception  of  that  partabout  the  twenty  francs  and  the  time  that  Shrouder 
left,  wo  hanng  ran  away  two  <lay8  before,  (Good  Friday,)  and  were  con- 
cealed tintil  the  boat  left  for  Dover.  We  were  both  shipped  iu  the  same 
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way  by  Mr.  James  Cunninghain  and  Mr.  Joseph  Bacbauaii.  at  1Av&- 
pool,  and  our  half-pay  notes  are  to  he  paid  at  Messrs.  Jones,  Uiggius  & 
Co.'8,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool. 

SAMUEL  GAELAND. 

THOMAS  WOODS. 

Sworn  at  my  office,  No.  5  Wbite  Hart  court,  Lombard  street,  in  tbe 
city  of  London,  this  the  2Sth  day  of  March,  18C4,  by  both  dejionents. 
JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commissioner,  <£-c.,  dx. 


Deposition  of  John  Dovs  and  o1her$. 

We,  John  Dow,  John  Pratt,  and  Walter  Dixon,  all  of  Liverpool,  fire- 
meu,  do  truly  and  solemnly  swear  that  we  were  s]iipi>ed  with  six  otheiB 
by  James  Cunuingbam  and  Joseph  Buclianan,  at  a  public  house,  corner 
of  Athol  street,  Liverpool,  for  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies.  They  id- 
formed  us  that  the  steamer  was  lying  at  Gravesend  waiting  for  flremeD, 
the  wages  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  £6  10s.  per  month.  We  were  all 
well  treated  with  drink,  and  they  promised  that  our  wives  should  have 
the  month's  advance  if  they  came  with  ns  to  the  station,  Lime  street, 
Liverpool,  at  11  o'clock ;  but  instead  of  our  wives  getting  any  money, 
we  were  all  hurried  into  the  train  and  more  liquor  given  us  in  London. 
We  were  taken  in  cabs  to  the  station  for  Dover,  and  on  arrival  there 
were  put  into  the  8t«am  packet  for  Calais ;  after  we  had  arrived  at  Calais, 
we  were  taken  on  board  the  steamer  Rappahannock,  and  iii  the  morning 
ashed  If  we  wanted  to  enlist.  Graham,  one  of  uB,  said  that  we  came  as 
firemen  or  stokers,  and  not  as  soldiers.  We  were  then  ordered  to  sign 
articles.  They  were  not  read  over  to  us,  but  we  were  to  have  £6  111* 
lOd.  per  month  and  £10  bounty  instead  of  advance,  which  was  to  be 
paid  in  three  days.  Our  half-pay  notes  were  to  be  paid  to  our  wires  ia 
Liverpool  for  twenty-four  months,  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Higgins  &  Cot 
Chapel  street,  Liverpool.  Alter  remaining  on  board  about  seven  weeks, 
and  as  the  provisions  were  bad,  and  we  were  treated  more  like  dogs 
than  men,  we  left  the  ship,  leaving  our  clothes  on  board.  None  of  us 
would  have  gone  to  her  had  not  Messrs.  Cunningham  and  Buchanan 
deceived  us.  TUey  told  us  she  was  for  India.  Had  we  known  she  was 
a  ship  of  war  for  the  confederates  we  would  not  have  gone  at  all. 

JOHN  DOW. 

JOHN  PRATT. 

WALTER  DIXON. 

Sworn  by  all  the  deponents  at  my  ofSce,  No.  5  White  Hart  conrt, 
Lomtwrd  street,  in  the  city  <rf  London,  this  Slst  of  March,  1864,  befoTe 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREW, 
A  London  Commisiioner  to  Administer  Oatke  in  Chancery. 


Earl  Russell  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FoEEiaif  Office,  April  18, 18W. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  a  letter  firom  the  United  States  consul 
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ia  London,  and  of  tbe  depoaitions  of  tweaty-oae  persons  relative  to  the 
eDlistmenta  stated  to  have  been  made  at  various  places  in  tliis  kingdom 
for  the  so-styled  confederate  government,  and  to  state  to  you  that  these 
papers  shall  be  considered  by  her  Majesty's  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  yoor  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

KUSSELL. 

Chables  Franois  AJDA3IS,  Esq^  dx.,  &o^  die. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  680.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Mag  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  transmitted  to  Lord  Bussell  several  additional  depoaitions 
of  persons  engi^ed  by  Ur.  Bumble  for  the  service  of  the  rebels.    A 
copy  of  Dif  note  of  the  4th  instant,  and  of  the  papers,  is  forwarded  here- 
with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  FKANOIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  WiixiAU  H.  Seward, 

Heeretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Adams  to  £arl  Rus$ell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  May  4,  1864. 
My  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  copies  of 
three  more  depositions,  still  further  corroborating  previous  evidence  as 
to  the  part  taken  by  Mr.  Rumble,  an  officer  in  her  Majesty's  service,  at 
Slieeniess,  in  providioR  men  for  the  servic*  of  the  insurgents  of  the 
Unitfd  States.  I  would  further  solicit  your  lordship's  particular  atten- 
tion to  that  portion  of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  eftbrts  of  Mr.  Rumble 
to  obtflin,  by  iutimidation,a  retraction  of  the  testimony  heretofore  given 
against  him. 

Renewing  the  assurances  of  my  highest  con»deration,  1  hare  the  honcnr 
to  be,  my  lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FBAKCI9  ABAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Earl  Bussell,  Jkc,  &e.,  &c. 


DepoHtioM  of  Charles  Bolleji  and  Robert  Russell. 

We,  Charles  Bollen  and  Robert  Russell,  of  the  island  of  Guernsey,  sea- 
men, do  hereby  sincerely  and  solemnly  swebr,  that  on  Thursday  last, 
the  2l8t  April,  we  were  at  Hot'a  coffee-house,  in  the  highway,  when 
a  man  named  Miller  asked  us  if  we  had  a  ship ;  we  answered  we  bad. 
He  said,  if  we  would  come  with  him  be  would  ship  as  on  a  Loudon  ship, 
a  steamer,  going  to  run  the  blockade,  add  that  the  wages  would  be  £4 
.8s.  a  mouth  and  £10  bounty.  As  the  wages  were  nearly  doable  what 
we  expected  to  get,  we  agreed  to  go  with  him,  and  took  oor  clothes  to 
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Ilis  house,  in  High  street,  Shadwell.  On  arrival  there  he  gave  ns  turo 
6}iiIIiiig8  to  s])eii<i  for  the  evening.  We  slept  there  that  night,  aud  on 
the  following  day,  while  at  dinner,  Miller  told  us  we  need  not  take  onr 
clothes  with  us,  as  we  should  not  want  them;  theywonldfiud  nsclothee 
on  board  the  ship.  On  the  23d  April,  Satunlay  morning,  at  3  o'clock, 
we  were  taken  ou  board  the  Rainbow,  Calais  packet;  Miller  went  with 
ns,  and  told  us  we  should  have  a  month's  pay  as  soon  as  we  had  signed 
articles.  We  had  no  tbod,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  piece  of  bread, 
until  after  we  an-ived  at- Calais,  When  we  had  got  to  Calais,  Miller 
took  us  and  four  others  alongside  the  BappahanQoi;k.  As  soon  as  we 
knew  what  sliip  she  waa  we  refused  to  join,  and  told  Miller  that  he  had 
deceived  us — he  promised  us  a  London  ship,  and  had  brought  us  down 
to  the  Uappahannock  confederate  ship  of  war ;  we  demanded  onr  pas- 
sage hack  to  London.  Miller  said  he  would  send  us  back  to  Dover  only, 
and  we  might  get  to  London  how  we  liked.  We  were  kcjit  without  food 
while  we  were  at  CaJais,  and  ou  coming  away  only  received  a  pig's  foot 
and  three  small  cakes.  After  landing  in  Dover  we  had  to  walk  to  Lon- 
don, and  only  had  a  small  piece  of  bread  that  was  given  to  ns  on  the 
road.  We  never  had  any  intimation  of  joining  a  ship  of  war,  but  were 
led  to  believe  the  ship  was  a  steamer  going  to  run  the  blockadei.  Find- 
ing that  we  would  not  go  in  the  Gappahannock,  we  were  shut  up  in  an 
office  on  the  pier  at  Calais  until  an  ofScer  in  nnlform  came  to  us,  and 
Miller  wanted  us  to  sign  articles,  but  we  refused.  The  other  four  who 
went  with  us  to  London  signed  articles.  Miller  also  wanted  us  to  sign 
a  i)aper  for  £2  109;  for  i>assage  and  shipping,  which  we  also  refuse^l. 

CHARLES  BOLLEi". 

ROBERT  RUSSELL. 

'  Sworn  by  both  deponents,  at  my  "office.  No.  6  White  Hart  court,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  26th  day  of  April,  1864,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDREWS, 
A  London  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancery. 


Deposition  of  George  Thompson. 
I,  George  Thompson,  of  Sheerness,  Eugland,  engineer,  do  hereby  tmlj 
and  solemnly  swear,  that  hearing,  from  a  friend,  an  engineer  was  wanted 
for  the  Scylla,  I  went  to  Mr.  Rumble's  house  on  Friday,  the  27th  Novem- 
ber last,  for  the  berth.  I  saw  Mr.  Rumble,  in  the  presence  of  Cajitain  Shep- 
pard,  paymaster  of  the  13th  depot  brigade,  royal  artillery.  "When  Cap- 
tain Sheppard  liad  left,  Mr.  Bumble  said,  "  Your  name  is  Thompson  V 
I  answered,  "  Yes,  sir."  Mr.  Rumble  then  said,  "  I  see  here,  by  this 
note,  you  have  been  to  sea ;  well,  this  ship  is  gone,  and  you  are  going  as 
second  engineer."  I  asked  the  wages;  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "For  the 
second  I  can  give  twelve  hundred  aud  fifty  dollars  (|ll,250)  a  year."  I 
asked  when  I  was  to  go.  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  By-the-by,  do  you  know  of 
any  boiler-makers  V  I  answered  "  I  knew  of  one,  if  he  would  let  me  go 
to  Loudon  for  him."  Mr,Rumble  said,  "  O,  dear,  no !  I  want  you  to 
go  away  to-night  or  tomorrow."  I  inquired  after  the  half  pay,  as  I 
wanted  "to  know  how  my  wife  and  family  were  to  get  on  in  my  ahseuee. 
Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  That  will  be  all  right ;  the  half  pay  would  be  paid 
all  riglit."  I  wantHl  some  money  tor  clothes,  and  asked  where  I  was  to 
get  it.  Mr.  Rumble  asked  me  how  much  I  wanted ;  I  answered  "  about 
£20."  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  The  Scylla— but  I  don't  think  that  is  her 
name  now — is  lying  at  Calais,  and  you  will  not  want  any  clothes  there; 
the  uniform  is  gray,  and  they  will  supply  that  or  anything  you  may  want,as 
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tbere  ia  plenty  of  cloth,  and  men  to  make  them  on  board,"  Mr.  Eiimble 
likewise  told  me  to  bring  my  wife  down  to  his  house  about  6  or  7  o'clock 
that  evening,  and  he  would  settle  the  half  psiy  in  her  presence.  lu  tlie 
evening,  as  my  wife  wa«  getting  ready  to  go  to  Mr.  Rnmble's,  his  mes- 
senger came,  and  said  that  I  was  to  go  to  Mr.  Greathend's  along  with 
him.  My  wife  and  self  went  with  Mr.  Rumble's  messenger  and  Mr. 
Brampton,  a  fitt«r  in  the  dock-yard  l\ictory,  Sheerness,  to  Mr.  Great- 
head's,  chief  engineer  under  Mr.  Bumble,  at  Sheemess.  Mr.  (rreathead 
asked  my  name;  and  he  said,  "As  Mr. Bumble  is  not  in  town  at  present, 
I  want  to  know  if  you  will  go  in  this  ship,  the  Scyllat"  1  said,  "Yes, 
provided  they  would  come  to  my  terms."  Mr.  Greathead  asked  me  what  I 
wanted.  l8aid,"Ifyouwillgive  me£20Iwillgoaway."  Mr.  Greathead 
answeml  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  give  £20,  but  he  would  give 
£10.  I  then  said,  "  About  the  half-pay  note — I  snpiMJse  I  cstn  make  the 
arrangement  for  that  with  Mr.  Rumble,  or  the  captain  on  board  ttio 
ship  !^  I  also  said  I  mnst  have  more  than  £10  if  I  go  away  to-night- 
Mr.  Greathead  said,  "I  can  do  no  more, as  lamwaitingforatelegi-aphic 
message  from  Mr.  Bumble,  who  has  gone  by  London — ho  was  sent  for  in 
a  great  hurry  this  afternoon ;  there  is  time  to  go  by  the  train  to-night — I 
will  go  to  the  station  with  you,"  I  said,  "  Well,  then,  I  shall  not  go  until 
I  have  seen  Mr.  Rumble."  Mr.  Greathead  then  said,  "  Very  good ;  you 
can  se*  Mr.  Rumble  to-morrow."  I  then  left  him.  On  Saturday,  28th 
November,  about  dinner  time,  I  went  to  Mr.  Bumble's  house  and  saw 
Mr.  Bumble.  He  told  me  to  come  again  in  the  evening,  and  to  bring 
my  wife  with  me,  and  he  would  settle,  and  see  about  my  going  away  that 
night  or  on  the  Sunday,  and  also  see  about  my  wife's  half  pay.  In  the 
evening  I  went  again.  Mr,  Bumble  said,  "  Well,  Thompson,  I  supjwse 
you  ai-e  reaily  to  go  away  ^"  I  said,  "  Yes,  sir,  if  you  will  settle  about  my 
wife's  half  pay."  Mr.  Rumble  said,  "  Fetch  your  wife  in."  I  did  soj 
and,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Rumble  and  another  female,  Mr.  Rumble 
said  to  my  wife,  "  You  van  receive  your  half  pay  here,  at  my  house,  and 
that  will  be  better  than  going  to  London  fbr  it,  and  will  save  you 
unnecessary-  expense  and  trouble. "  I  asketl  him  when  I  was  to  go  away. 
Mr.  Rumble  answered,  "  There  is  a  train  going  in  about  an  hour — you 
can  go  by  that ;  then,  Thompson,  as  I  am  going  to  take  some  boiler- 
makers  on  Thursday  next,  it  will  be  as  well  to  wait  until  then,  and  all 
go  together."  I  said  to  Mr.  Buml>le,  "  Well,  sir,  if  I  am  to  go,  I  may  as 
well  go  at  once."  Mr.  Bnmble  said,  "Well,  Thompson,  you  can  go 
to-morrow,  if  you  like ;  but  come  to  my  house  on  Monday.  On  Monday, 
the  30th  November,  I  callc<l  at  Mr.  Bumble's  house ;  he  was  not  at  home. 
1  culled  again  on  Tuesday,  1st  December ;  he  was  not  at  home.  On 
Wednesday,  2d  December,  I  called  again,  with  the  same  result ;  and  on 
Thursday,  3d  December,  I  saw  Mr.  Run)ble.  Mr.  Bumble  said,  *'  Oh, 
Thompson,  I  suppose  you  have  come  about  going  on  board  that  ship,  the 
Scylla;  well,  you  had  better  call  again  in  a  few  days,  and  I  will  let  you 
know, as  her  tnhesarcinafrightful  condition,  and  she  williii  all  probability 
lie  there  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  yet,  so  yon  have  time  to  get  yourself 
together  a  little."  Affer  that  night  nothing  more  was  Siud  to  me  by 
Mr.  Bumble  about  joining  the  Scylla  or  Rapx>ahannock.  I  went  back  to 
work  in  the  tUctory. 

GEOBGE  THOMPSON. 

Sworn  by  the  deponent,  at  my  oflBce,  Xo.  5  White  Hart  (wurt,  Lom- 
bard street,  in  the  city  of  London,  this  19th  day  of  April,  ISGl,  before 
me. 

JOHN  J.  ANDBEWSi\t^lc 
A  London  Comniiaaumer  to  Administer  Oaths  in  Chancbry, 


Deposition  of  Edwin  Skate  and  William  Sail. 

We,  Edwin  Shaw  and  William  Hall,  liainmermen,of  Sbeerness,  Kent, 
do  hereliy  truly,  solemnly,  and  sincerely  swear,  that  in  the  early  part  of 
November  last  we  heard  that  the  screw-steamship  Scylla,  of  London, 
wanted  several  stokers,  and  that  all  parties  to  he  en^ged  were  to  apply 
to  Mr.  Bnmble.  On  the  ICth  of  November,  about  a  qimrter  before  10 
o'clock  at  night,  we  saw  Mr.  Bumble,  and  said  to  him,  we  hear  you  are 
enga^ng  men  for  the  Scylla,  of  London.  Mr.  Bumble  said  yes,  and 
asked  ns  to  come  inside.  He  took  us  into  his  back  room,  and  said  he 
knew  she  wanted  several  stokers,  and  asked  us  if  we  had  ever  been  -to 
sea.  We  answered  no.  Mr.  Rumble  then  said  the  ship  belonged  to  a 
friend  of  his,  who  had  asked  him  to  recommend  some  men  for  her,  hut 
he  preferred  men  that  had  been  to  sea ;  ho  further  said  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  ship,  and  asked  us  if  we  knew  of  any  men  who  had  been 
to  sea ;  he  would  have  liked  us  to  go  had  we  been  to  sea  before,  bat 
could  not  take  upon  himself  to  engcige  us  then,  but  as  we  were  respect- 
able men  he  thought  there  would  be  no  trouble  to  get  engaged,  and 
that  we  had  better  go  on  board  or  come  to  his  house  again  on  Wednes- 
day night,  the  I8th  of  November,  and  perhaps  the  chief  engineer  (Mr. 
Ferguson)  would  be  there.  On  toe  IStb  of  November  we  called  again 
at  Mr.  Bumble's  house,  saw  him,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  seen  the  chief 
engineer.  Mr.  Kumble  said  he  had  not,  as  he  was  poorly,  bnt  expected 
to  see  him  in  a  day  or  so.  On  Saturday,  21st  of  November,  we  went 
agatu  to  Mr.  Bumble's  with  the  same  result.  On  Monday,  23d  of  Novem- 
ber we  called  again,  at  Mr.  Rumble's  i«qnest.  Mr.  Kumble  then  said,  I 
do  not  know  what  to  do  with  you,  men ;  and  went  and  wrote  a  notu  to 
Mr.  Fei'guson,  chief  engineer,  and  gave  it  to  us  to  take  on  board  to  Mr. 
Ferguson,  and  told  us  to  go  to  Mr.  Howe's,  the  Fountain  Hotel,  and  the 
boiit  he,  Mr.  Howe,  had  engaged  would  take  us  on  board.  On  the 
24th  of  November  we  went  ou  Iward  in  company  with  William  Lodge 
and  Richard  Spendiff.  When  we  got  there  wu  asked  for  the  chief  engi- 
neer. He  was  not  on  board.  We  saw  Mr.  Ramsay,  the  mrting  master 
at  the  time,  and  told  him  we  had  a  note  from  Mr.  Rumble  ft.r  Mr.  Fer- 
guson ;  and  afterwards  Mr.  Ferguson  came  on  board,  and  we  gave  him 
the  note  and  told  him  Mr.  Rumble  had  sent  it.  Mr.  Ferguson,  without 
reading  the  note,  said,  if  Mr.  Bumble  sent  you,  get  to  work.  We,  however, 
wanted  an  understanding  about  the  pay.  Mr.  Ferguson  said  we  should 
have  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  men,  namely,  3s.  6d.  a  day  and  found 
until  the  ship  goes  away.  We  then  wanted  to  know  what  pay  we  were 
to  receive  after  the  ship  left.  Mr.  Ferguson  then  said,  Mr.  Rumble  told 
you,  lias  he  nott  We  answei-ed,  no.  Mr.  Ferguson  said,  I  dou^  know, 
then ;  but  if  you  intend  to  go  in  the  shi)>  get  to  work  on  the  boilers  at 
once }  if  not,  clear  out.  We  went  up  on  the  deck.  After  waiting  some 
time  thoi'c,  Kir.  Rumble  and  Mr.  Greathe.ad  came  on  board.  Mr.  Rumble 
came  up  to  us  and  asked  if  we  had  seen  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  what  he 
said.  We  told  him,  and  Mr.  Bumble  said  we  had  better  wait  a  little 
while,  as  the  on'uer  would  be  on  board  soon,  and  then  the  wages  would 
he  settled.  After  waiting  some  time  longer,  Mr.  Pearson  came  on  board. 
Mr.  Rumble  introduced  Mr.  Pearnoa  to  us  as  the  owner,  and  he  said  to 
Mr.  Pearson  these  are  the  tliree  stokers  (meaning  us  and  William  Lodge) 
that  I  have  gqt  for  you,  and  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  besides 
these  three  men.  One  has  been  to  sea  before;  the  other  two  have  not. 
They  are  respectable  men;  that  is  the  reasou  I  recommend  them.  The 
captain,  Mr.  Bamsay^  then  asked  us  what  wages  we  wanted.  After  a 
little  conversation,  we  wanted  £7  a  mouth,  and  £5  was  all  that  was 
offiercd.    We  walked  away,  and  Mr.  Bumble,  who  had  been  talking  with 


THE  BAPPAHAIWOCK.  775 

Mr.  Bamsay  and  PearsoD,  came  and  said  that  Mr.  Pearson  would  give 
£6  a  montb,  and  he  thought  that  was  very  good  pay.  We  agreed  to 
that.  Mr.  Rumhle  said  there  would  be  other  privileges  and  ways  of 
making  money  besides  our  good  pay.  We  then  asked  about  our  half 
pay,  and  we  were  told  that  we  could  leave  half  pay  behind,  and  tliat  the 
ship  was  going  on  a  trial  trip  and  would  be  back  in  a  day  or  two.  We 
however,  wanted  to  engage  at  once.  Mr.  llumble  said  that  would  be 
better  still.  We  asked  what  clothes  would  be  required  on  hoard  the 
ship,  and  was  told  that  a  change  was  sufficient,  as  there  would  be 
plenty  of  clothes  on  board.  We  went  in  to  the  captain  and  received  £6 
each.  Mr,  Bumble  said  that  they  were  to  give  Lodge  jB7  iOs.,  as  li© 
belonged  to  them ;  was  a  leading  stoker,  and  had  been  to  sea.  Mr.  Bum- 
ble then  took  our  direction  down,  and  said  we  might  rely  upon  him:  he 
would  see  our  half  pay  was  settled.  We  then  went  down  into  the  fore- 
castle and  told  the  other  men  what  we  had  received.  After  a  little 
disturbance  there,  and  finding  that  the  rest  were  only  engaged  for  four- 
teen days,  we  refused  to  go,  and  gave  the  money  back  and  got  on  shore 
as  soon  as  possible.  Just  before  Mr.  Kuinble's  examination  at  Sitting- 
bourne,  Mr.  John  Brampton,  an  engineer  in  the  dock-yard  steam  factory, 
came  to  ua  in  the  shop  and  said  it  was  reported  about  that  we  had  been 
engaged  by  Mr.  Bumble  to  work  on  board  the  Bappahannock,  and  he 
advised  us  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rumble  contradicting  it,  or  we  should 
very  likely  get  the  sack.  Mr.  Brampton  then  dictated  a  letter  in  pencil 
as  to  what  we  had  better  say.  Ai>pearer  Shaw  wrote  the  note,  and 
'  appearer  Hall  signed  it.  This  note  was  altogether  false,  bnt  we  were' 
afraid  that  we  should  be  discharged  if  we  refused,  and  hints  were  thrown 
out  about  how  the  hoiler-makei-s  had  been  served.  After  the  letters 
were  sent,  we  went  to  Mr.  Bumble's  house  with  George  Thompson,  at  Mr. 
Bumble's  request.  When  we  arrived  there  we  were  called  up  into  the 
parlor  one  by  one.  Mr.  Bumble,  Mr.  Parks,  and  another  gentleman 
were  present.  Mr.  Bumble  asked  whether  we  bad  written  the  letters  he 
held  in  his  hand.  We  answered  we  had.  He  then  said,  you  here  say 
that  I  did  not  engage  you,  or  assisted  to  engage  yon ;  the  captain  was 
the  only  man  that  engaged  youj  this  you  assent  in  the  presence  of  these 
two  witnesses.  Fearing  what  would  be  the  result  if  we  denied  it,  we 
each  answered  yes,  and  left  the  room.  Mr.  Bumble  afterwards  asked  us 
down  stairs  to  take  some  ale,  whicli  we  did.  We  knew  that  Mr.  Bum- 
ble had  engaged  ua,  and  that  we  should  stand  a  very  i>oor  chance  if  we 
set  ourselves  in  opposition  to  him,  so  did  as  he  wished  and  denied  it  in 
the  letter.  A  man  named  Henry  Pearson  Wilson,  but  that  be  went  by 
the  name  of  Jackson,  at  She«rness,  representing  himself  as  a  detective, 
luet  us  at  Lodge's  house  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  showed  us  a  letter 
■written  by  Lodge,  and  be  said  how  much  better  that  read  than  the  one 
we  had  sent.  He  afterwards  offered  to  write  one  for  each  of  us,  co[>ied 
fi-om  the  one  he  had  of  Lodge's,  and  that  he  would  see  us  the  next  night 
about  it.  On  the  next  nighty  the  4th  of  March,  we  saw  him  again,  and 
he  re^d  the  note  he  had  written,  and  on  the  following  night,  the  5th 
of  March,  he  brought  one  for  each,  and  asked  us  to  sign,  which  we  did ; 
and  as  he  was  a  detective  we  were  afraid  that  if  we  did  not  comply  it 
would  be  all  the  w.orse  for  us. 

EDWIX  SHAW. 

WlLLLiM  HALL. 

Swom  by  both  of  the  deponents  at  my  office,  Ko.  37  I^icholas  lane,  in 
the  city  of  London,  this  the  22d  day  of  April,  1864,  before  me, 
JOHN  CASTLE  GANT, 
A  London  Commissioiter  to  Administer  Oatka  in  Chancery. 


BEBEL  CBU18EB8. 


Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Setcard, 


No.  707.]  I;egation  op  the  United  States, 

London,  June  2, 18W. 
Sib:  I  hiive  the  honor  to  tranamit  copies  of  two  notes  of  mine 
addressed  to  Lord  Russell,  dated,  respectively,  the  23d  and  28th  of  ^lay, 
and  <K>vering  a.  Dumber  of  depositions  relating  to  eiilistnieuta  for  the 
rebel  vessels.  His  loi-dsliip  has  as  yet  sent  uie  au  acknowledgment  of 
the  earlier  one  only.  His  attention  is  now  so  much  engroswd  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  conference,  this  correspondence  with  me,  usually 
rather  brisk,  languishes. 

Copies  of  all  the  papers  are  annexed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CUABLES  FliASCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon,  WiiiiiM  H.  Sewabd, 

Secretary  of  SUite. 

[Mr,  Adams's  note  to  Earl  Russell  of  28th  May  is  printed  with  the 
above  dispatch  under  subdivision  "The  Georgia,"  ante.] 


Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Ruaselt. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Jjyndon,  May  23, 1801. 
My  Lord:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  num- 
ber of  additional  dejiositions,  all  going  to  show  the  continuance  of  the 
practice  of  eulistmeats  of  British  subjects  by  the  insiu-gents  of  the 
United  States  and  their  agents  within  this  kingdom. 
'  I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bight  Hon.  Eakl  RussiiiUj,  <&p.,  dhc,  A;c. 


Deposit  i<m  of  Maurice  Breen, 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  of  William's  Place,  WUliam  street,  Liverpool,  fire- 
man, make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  I  am  a  British  subject.  On  Satur- 
day last.  May  14th,  I  was  at  home,  and  a  fireman  named  John  Fleming 
came  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  had  ma^le  an  agreement  with  Mr. 
Campbell  to  go  a  voyage,  and  that  he  had  mention^  me  to  Mr.  Camp- 
bell as  likely  to  go ;  accordingly  1  went  with  him  to  Mr.  Campliell's 
honae.  No.  28  Regent  street ;  Mr.  Campbell  has  a  clothing  shop  there. 
It  is  a  kind  of  a  private  shop  in  an  inner  room.  There  Mr,  Campbell 
iisked  me  if  I  knew  the  agreement ;  I  said  no,  but  I  will  know.  He  then 
told  me  I  was  to  get  £7  per  month,  and  £10  in  hand,  and  half  pay  to  lie 
lef^  behind — that  is,  paid  here.  Out  of  the  £10  in  hand  he  was  to  de-  . 
duct  £2  for  himself,  he  to  pay  all  expenses  of  traveling.  I  agreed  to 
go  on  these  terms,  but  did  not  sign  any  agreement.  That  night  I  took 
my  bag  to  his  Iiouse  to  be  forwarded,  and  the  nest  mornuig  we  went  by 
appointment  to  the  Lime  street  railway  station,  where  we  met  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, and  went  with  him  in  a  third-class  carriage  of  the  half-past  nine 
train.    I  believe  nineteen  ticketa  were  taken,  and  there  were  about 
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tts  many  men.  We  arrived  in  London  abont  six  or  seven  in  the 
evening.  We  went  into  a  public  house  near  Euston  Square,  and 
CnmptH'll  gave  ns  a  drink  all  aronud.  We  then  got  into  a  van  in  which 
our  luggage  waa.  While  we  were  in  the  van  a  man  who  seemed  to  be 
second  in  coDiinand,  who  was  a  carpenter,  passed  the  word  to  us  that 
we  were  to  call  Campbell  Captain  Thompson  from  that  time  forth.  We 
were  driven  to  a  hotel  on  the  opposite  of  London  bridge,  near  the 
railway  station,  and  slept  there.  Next  morning  (Monday)  we  had 
breakfast  there,  and  took  the  train  lor  Dover,  and  arrived  there  about 
noon.  Tlie  carpenter  took  ua  into  a  hotel,  but  Campbell  took  ns  away 
from  that  hotel  into  another.  He  paid  for  all  the  drink  we  had  there 
and  dinner  and  8Ui)per.  In  the  evening  we  were  grumbling  at  not  hav- 
ing enough  to  drink,  and  we  went  to  the  first  hotel,  from  which  we  had 
been  taken  away  by  Camiibell,  and  had  more  drink.  The  carpenter 
ordered  the  drink  for  us,  and  Campbell  paid  for  it  eleven  shillings.  At 
night,  abont  half-past  ten,  we  left  by  the  mail  steamer  for  Calais,  which 
we  reached  very  early  in  the  morning.  We  all  went  into  the  hotel  there, 
and  bad  something  to  eat  and  a  drink  apiece,  and  slept  there  for  the 
rest  of  the  night,  and  had  breakfast  there.  We  were  then  taken  to  a 
ship,  which  I  believe  to  be  the  Rappahannock.  I  think  the  name  was 
Kappahannock,  because  when  we  were  at  Dover  the  people  asked  us  if 
we  were  going  on  board  the  Bappabannock,  and  at  Calais  the  people 
asked  us  the  same  question.  It  was  a  steamship'  with  two  funnels, 
rigged  like  a  ship.  -Before  I  left  Liveri)ool  1  knew  that  I  was  wanted 
for  a  southern  privateer.  Campbell  told  me  that  1  was  wanted  for 
a  southern  privateer,  but  he  would  not  tell  me  tbe  name  of  the  ship. 
When  we  got  to  the  ship,  Campbell  went  aboard,  and  tbe  carpenter  and 
some  others.  Campbell  then  came  back  to  us,  and  said  that  they  wanted 
no  hremeu,  bnt  any  deck  hands  or  sailors  who  chose  to  stay  would  be  em- 
ployed. I  did  not  choose  to  go  as  a  deck  hand,  nor  did  any  of  the  fire- 
men. We  knocked  about  there  for  several  hours.  Campbell  told  us  to 
go  to  a  public  .house  for  our  dinner,  and  tea,  and  we  went  tliere  in  tbe 
evening.  Campbell  went  with  ns  to  the  French  custom-bouse,  where 
we  got  our  luggage,  and  he  put  us  on  board  a  London  steamboat  and 
paid  our  passage  and  came  with  ns.  We  arrived  in  London  on  Wednes- 
day morning.  We  took  the  train  for  Liverpool  about  half  (t)  eleven. 
There  were  eleven  of  us  returning.  In  the  train  I  asked  Campbell  if 
we  were  going  to  get  anytliiug  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  could  not 
do  anything  for  u»,  as  he  should  be  a  greater  loser  than  any  of  us.  I 
said  it  made  no  matter  who  was  a  loser,  and  would  get  my  wages.  He 
said  he  could  not  do  anything.  He  was  nearly  a  rained  man  by  the 
?x|»edition.  I  asked  him  who  had  paid  our  expenses  to  France  and  back 
again.  He  said  he  liad  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket,  bwt  he  was  repaid 
by  the  officers  of  the  ship  for  all  expenses  of  tbe  men  who  staid  on 
board.  He  said  he  was  clear  as  to  them,  but  he  was  a  loser  as  to  all 
who  had  returned.  I  asked  him  why  he  bad  not  bronght  us  before  the 
officer,  and  left  us  to  speak  for  ourselves  and  ask  for  payment,  and  [ 
Siud  iie  was  the  man  who  had  bronght  us,  and  be  must  pay  us.  We 
reached  Liverpool,  and  he  gave  us  a  drink,  and  gave  me  a  five-franc 
piece  to  pay  for  a  donkey  to  cany  our  baggage,  and  we  left  him.  Next 
day  (Thur^ay)  I  called  to  see  him  twice,  and  tV)und  him  in  the  second 
time.  I  asked  him  again  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time.  He  said  he  bad 
met  the  rest  of  us  in  Chapel  street,  and  that  they  were  to  meet  at  half- 
past  fonr  at  Jones's  office.  I  went  to,  Jones's  office  at  that  time,  and  we 
all  met  there,  and  Campbell  called  me  and  another  man  into  the  office ; 
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there  wasa  yoang  elerk  there,  abont  16  or  17.  Campbell  said  to  him 
"  Theae  are  the  men  that  have  been  sent  to  the  Rappahannock,  and  they 
hare  come  back  and  want  to  g<^t  something  for  their  lost  time."  The 
clerk  said,  "  1  know  nothing  at  all  about  it "  I  then  left  the  oflSc«, 
and  Campbell  came  after  me  and  told  me  he  had  seen  J.  W.  Carr,  the 
attorney,  in  Castle  street,  and  mentioned  this  aS^rtohim,  and  Mr. 
Carr  said  he  could  not  attend  to  it  till  Satorday  next,  bat  would  attend 
to  it  then ;  and  Campbell  wanted  us  all  to  go  with  him  to  Mr.  Carr  and 
see  what  could  be  done  to  take  proceedings  against  the  ship  for  oar 
lost  time.  I  told  him  to  look  ont  for  himself  for  his  payment,  and  that 
I  should  look  to  him  for  mine.    I  hare  not  seen  him  since. 

MAUBICE  BEEEIf. 

.  Sworn  at  Liverpool  this  20th  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 

I8HAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  CommissioneTf  £c, 

Jkposition  of  John  Fleming. 

John  Fleming,  of  No.  3  Coort  Lightbody  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster: 

On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May,  instant,  I  heard  that  Mr.  A.  Camp- 
bell, of  Begent  street,  Liveri>ool,  aforesaid,  board ing-honse  keeper,  was 
lawantof  men  tojoin  asteamer  which  was  lying  at  Calais, in  France,  and 
I  called  at  his  hoase  to  see  him  about  it,  when  he  to)d  me  that  there  was  a 
good  chance  for  me  to  join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  and  that  1  should 
receive  £7  a  month  as  fireman,  andthat  I  would  be  paid  £J0  on  signing 
articles.  I  agreed  to  go,  and  Mr.  Campbell  told  me  that  he  did  not 
know  what  day  I  should  be  required  to  join,  and  on  the  following  Satur- 
day I  called  upon  him,  when  he  directed  me  to  bring  my  bag  to  his  honse 
the  following  night.  I  brought  my  bag  on  the  Saturday  night  as  di- 
rectRd,  when  he  said  that  he  was  short  of  hands ;  when  I  told  him  that  I 
Tould  bring  my  brother  in-law  down  to  see  him,  and  he  directed  me  to 
call  the  followmg  Sunday  morning.  I  told  Barnard  Cassidy  and  Man- 
rice  Breen,  my  brother-in-law,  of  this,  and  they  saw  Mr.  Campbe-U  and 
agreed  to  go  with  me,  Campbell  then  took  me  and  the  others  on  the 
Snnday  morning  to  the  Lime  streetrailwaystation,  andpaidourfaresto 
London,  he  coming  along  with  us.  We  arrived  at  Loudon  on  Sonday 
night,  and  Campl>ell  took  us  to  a  hotel  and  paid  for  oar  lodgings  for  the 
night.  On  the  following  Monday  morning  he  took  as  to  a  raUway  sta- 
tion and  booked  us  for  Dover,  and  we  left  Dover  about  ten  the  same 
night  for  Calais,  and  arrived  there  about  three  in  the  morning,  '^'ben 
we  arrived  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  the  De  Victoria  Hotel,  where  we 
slept  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  Campbell  took 
ns  on  the  shore  to  look  at  the  Rappahannoclj,  when  Campbell  went  on 
board  her,  and  some  time  afterwards  he  came  ashore  again  and  told 
ns  that  we  should  not  be  requiredj  and  asked  us  what  we  required,  when 
we  told  him  that  we  should  require  our  passage  paid  home  again,  and 
something  for  lost  time.  He  then  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and 
bronght  us  to  London.  When  we  arrived  at  London  he  took  as  to  the 
railway  station  and  booked  us  for  Liverpool,  having  first  given  us  a 
supply  of  provisions  and  drink.  We  arrived  in  liverpool  on  the  18th 
of  May,  instant,  and  we  asked  Mr.  Campbell  to  pay  us  for  our  lust  time, 
"  when  he  said  that  we  must  meet  him  at  Jones  &  Co.'a  office.  Chapel 
street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid,  on  Thursday,  at  4  o'clock,  when  he  would 
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see  vhat  be  would  allow  as.  I  went  to  Jones's  ofQce,  and  in  the  doorway 
I  met  Mr.  Campbell  going  into  the  office,  and  waited  outside  for  bim ; 
and  when  he  came  out  he  told  me  that  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  get  any 
money  for  me ;  that  it  was  a  great  loss  to  him ;  when  I  told  him  that  he 
had  engaged  me,  and  I  wouldlook  to  him  for  my  money. 

I  signed  a  paper,  which  Mr.  Campbell  handed  to  me  previona  to  going 
with  him  to  Loudon,  entitling  him  to  £2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  I^ppa- 
bannock. 

JOHN  FLEMING. 

Sworn  at  Lirerpool  aforesaid,  this  20th  day  of  May,  18fi4,  before  me. 
ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 
A  Commitsioner  to  Administer  Oatha  in  Chancery  in  England, 


Deposition  of  Bernard  Cassidy. 

Bernard  Cassidy,  of  3  Court  Ligbtbody  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  makes  oath  and  says  as  follows ; 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  day  of  May,  instant,  I  heard  from  John  Fleming 
that  he  had  been  engaged  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Regent  street,  Liverpool, 
to  join  a  steamer  lying  in  France,  at  £7  a  mouth,  and  I  accompanied 
him  to  the  railway  station  to  see  him  off.  When  I  saw  Mr,  Campbell  I 
told  him  that  if  he  was  short  of  hands  I  would  go ;  when  be  said,  "All 
right ;  you  can  go  on  the  same  terms  as  the  other  men,"  which  I  agreed 
to ;  and  I  signed  a  paper,  which  was  handed  me  by  Mr.  Campbell,  entl. 
tling  him  to  £2  if  I  was  engaged  on  the  steamer.  We  left  Liverpool 
the  same  night  for  London,  Campbell  paying  our  fares  there ;  and  on 
our  arrival  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  to  Dover,  and 
from  there  to  Calais.  On  onr  arrival  at  Calais  we  were  taken  to  a  hotel, 
and  after  a  few  hoars'  sleep  Campbell  invited  us  to  go  and  look  at  the 
ship.  He  went  on  board  the  Ruppnhannock,  and  some  time  afterwards  he 
returned  and  informed  me  that  he  was  sorry  that  we  were  not  wanted, 
but  that  he  would  pay  our  passages  borne.  He  then  took  us  to  another 
hotel,  and  after  we  had  dinner  he  took  us  on  board  a  steamer  and  paid 
our  farrs  to  London.  When  we  arrived  in  London,  Campbell  took  us  to  a 
public  house,  where  we  had  some  refreshment 8,and  were  afterwards  taken 
in  cars  U}  the  Enston  Square  railway  station,  and  Campbell  paid  onr 
fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on  the  18th  instant.  When  we  ar- 
rived at  Liverjiool  we  asked  Campbell  to  pay  us  for  onr  lost  time,  when 
he  directed  us  to  call  at  Jones  &  Co-'s  ofBce,  Chapel  street,  Liverpool, 
when  he  would  see  what  he  could  get  for  ns,  1  did  not  call  at  Jones  & 
Co.'s  office  as  directed.  One  of  the  men,  whose  name,  I  belie\'e,  is  Con- 
ner, wh5  came  with  us,  informed  me  that  himself  and  several  others  who 
hao  gone  with  us  had  been  recently  paid  off  ftx)m  the  confederate  steamer 
Georgia,  aud  that  his  pay  would  run  nutilbe  joined  the  Bappahaonock. 

BEENABD  x  CASSIDY. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool,  in  the  coanty  of  Lancaster,  this  20th  day  of  May, 
1864;  this  affidavit  having  been  i)reviously  read  over  to  him,  and  he 
ap)>eariug  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  mark  thereto 
in  my  presence. 

ISHAM  H.  ESELL, 

A  Commissioner,  do. 
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I>epoaition  of  W.  RawUnion. 

I,  William  Eawlinson,  of  91  New  Edgar  street,  Liverpool,  in  tbe 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  I  am  a 
British  subject.  On  Thursday,  the  12th  May,  instant,  I  was  at  tlie  Birk- 
enhead dock's  landing  t^ilking  to  Patrick  Bradley,  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
was  working  on  hoard  the  Georgia,  when  he  told  me  to  speak  to  Mr. 
A.  Campl>ell,  of  28  Regent  streetj  Liverpool,  boaTding-houae  keeper,  as 
he  tUouglit  he  wanted  bauds  to  jom  a  steamer.  I  went  to  Mr.  Campbell 
and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  bands,  when  he  said  he  did,  and  directed 
'  me  to  see  Bradley  again,  and  he  would  t«ll  me  more  about  it.  I  saw 
Bradley  the  following  Saturday,  when  he  told  me  to  be  at  Walker's  i>ub- 
lic  honse,  Uegent  street,  at  half  past  eightthe  same  night,  with  my  clothes. 
I  went  to  Walker's  public  house  aHdirected,whcnBradleyeamein  with  sev- 
eral other  men,  and  Bradley  took  us  all  down  to  Campbell's  house.  Camp- 
hell  then  took  down  our  names,  and  told  us  to  be  at  the  Lime  street  rail- 
way station  at  7  o'clock  the  following  Sunday  morning.  I  then  asked 
Campbell  what  the  wages  would  be,  when  lie  said  I  should  get  £&  a 
month  and  £10  bounty,  and  that  I  would  have  to  pay  him  X2  out  of  the 
bounty  money,  and  I  signed  a  paper  to  that  effect.  We  all  left  our 
clothes  at  Campbell's  house.  I  went  to  the  railway  station  at  7  o'clock 
the  tbllowing  Sunday  morning,  and  saw  Campbell  and  the  other  men 
there.  Campbell  paid  my  fare  to  London,  where  we  arrived  about  nine 
tbe  same  night,  and  we  were  taken  to  a  public  house  and  staid  the  night. 
The  next  morning  we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  aud  booked  for 
Dover,  arriving  there  about  noon.  At  Dover  we  were  taken  on  board 
the  mail  steamer,  and  our  tares  were  paid  by  Campbell  to  Calais.  We  ai  ■ 
rived  at  Calais  about  midnight,  aud  we  were  taken  to  a  public  house 
and  slept  the  night  Early  in  tlie  morning  I  went  aloue  to  the  shore  to 
look  for  tlie  8t«amer,  and  discovered  that  she  was  the  confederate 
'steamer  Bappahannock,  and  went  on  boaid  of  her.  I  saw  a  friend  of 
mine  on  board,  who  asked  me  if  I  wsta  going  in  her.  I  said  I  was,  and 
asked  him  where  she  was  going.  He  said  she  was  a  confederate.  I 
then  came  ashore,  and  went  back  to  the  hotel  and  bad  breakfast,  aud 
Campbell  took  us  all  down  to  the  ship.  Campbell  went  on  boar«l  her 
with  several  of  the  men,  and  I  was  afterwards  oidled  on  board  by  the 
carpenter,  who  took  me  to  the  lieutenant,  who  asked  me  what  shii>s  I 
had  been  in.  I  told  him,  aud  he  said  all  right.  I  theu  went  atthore, 
atid  in  a  short  time  afterwards  Campbell  came  ashore  and  said  to  iis 
that  it  was  a  hard  Job ;  that  after  bringing  us  there,  they  did  not  want 
any  more  men  of  our  trade.  Whilst  Campbell  was  telling  us  this,  the 
lieutcuant  called  me  on  board  again,  and  asked  me  if  I  would  sign  arti- 
cles to  serve  as  a  deck  hand  at  £3  12«.  a  mouth,  and  jElO  when  we  got 
in  blue  water;  but  when  I  found  out  the  service  she  was  in  Idecliued 
to  go,  and  came  ashore  again,  and  Campbell  came  up  to  me  and  said 
there  was  no  chance  for  me  unless  I  went  as  a  deck  hand.  I  told  him  I 
would  Hot,  and  I  intsnded  to  go  home  again.  I  then  asked  Campbell 
for  money  to  pay  my  fare  back  again,  wheu  he  said  be  did  not  think  he 
had  enough  for  us  all ;  but  I  insisted  upon  his  getting  the  money,  aud 
we  were  taken  to  another  hotel,  and  after  having  refreshments  Camp- 
hell  paid  our  fares  to  London — he  coming  with  us.  When  we  arrived 
in  London  we  went  to  a  public  house,  and  afterwards  to  the  railway  sta- 
tion, and  Campbell  paid  our  fares  to  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  on 
Wednesday  last.  Ou  our  arrival  I  asked  Campbell  who  was  fo  pay  uio 
for  my  lost  time;  wheu  he  said  he  would  see  about  it,  as  it  was  a  bad 
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job  for  him,  but  directed  ns  to  meet  at  Jones's  ofBce,  Chapel  street,  Liv- 
erpool, the  next  day,  (Thnrsday.)  We  all  went  to  Jones's  office  and 
'TTaitetl  outside,  when  Campbell  came  out  and  said  there  was  no  one  in, 
aud  that  he  was  not,  q«it«  sure  whether  Jones  or  Fraser  &  Co.  were 
agents  for.  the  (4iip,  and  that  if  I  met  him  on  the  following  Saturday 
morning  he  wonld  see  what  he  could  get  for  me.  I  declined  to  meet 
him  again,  and  told  him  that  he  had  engaged  me,  and  Hooked  to  him  for 
my  money,  and  if  he  did  not  pay  me  I  would  make  him.  On  our  way 
from  London  to  Liverpool  Campbell  told  me  that  this  had  been  a  very 
had  job  for  him  ;  that  he  had  made  well  out  of  the  Alabama  aud  Geor- 
gia, but  thig  one  was  the  worst  he  had  had. 

W.  BAWLINSOS. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  Mav,  1804,  before  me. 
JAMES  THORNELY, 
A  Commissioner,  d'C,  £e. 


Deposition  of  John  Davies. 

J,  John  Davies,  of  No.  5  Prince's  Walk,  Great  Howard  street,  Liver- 
iwol.  fireman,  make  oath  aud  say :  On  Thursday,  the  12th  day  of  May, 
a  man  named  Conner  called  at  my  lodgings  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a 
job.  I  said  yes ;  do  you  know  where  1  can  get  one !  He  said  yes ;  go 
down  to  Campbell,  in  Regent  street.  The  next  morning  I  called  at 
Campbell's  house  and  askeil  him  if  he  could  give  me  a  job.  He  said  he 
couhl,  and  directed  me  to  bring  my  clotlies  down  to  his  house  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  night,  I  bi-oitght  my  clothes  aa  directed,  when  Campbell 
told  me  to  be  at  the  Lime  street  railway  station  between  seven  and 
eight  the  next  morning.  I  asked  him  what  t*nus  I  was  going  on,  when 
he  said  £C  a  month  and  £10  bounty,  and  1  was  to  pay  him  £3  out  of 
my  bounty  money.  I  brought  my  clothes  down  to  the  station  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  moniing,  and  saw  Campbell  with  other  men  there, 
Campbell  paid  onr  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  he  took  as  to  a 
public  house,  where  we  staid  the  night,  and  on  the  following  morning 
we  were  taken  to  a  railway  station  and  booked  for  Dover,  and  from 
there  to  Calais.  When  we  arrived  at  Calais  Camiibell  took  us  to  a  pub- 
lic bouse,  and  we  staid  there  all  night.  On  the  Tuesday  morning 
Campbell  took  us  down  to  the  beach,  where  the  confe^lenite  steamer 
Bappahaunock  was  lying,  and  he  went  on  board  her,  leaving  myself 
and  another  on  the.beacli.  In  a  short  time  Campbell  came  ashore  again 
and  said  to  us,  tbis  is  a  nice  job;  after  bringing  yon  men  hero  you  are 
not  wanted ;  all  the  places  are  filled.  He  took  us  all  back  to  a  hotel 
and  paid  for  drink  for  «s,  and  Campbell  told  ns  we  fhonld  have  to  wait 
with  him,  as  he  would  have  to  send  home  for  money.  Wewaited  at  the 
hotel  until  night,  when  Campbell  took  us  on  board  the  mail  steamer 
and  paid  our  fares  to  London.  When  we  arrived  in  London  Campt>en 
took  us  in  cars  to  the  railway  station  and  left  our  luggage  there,  and 
after  ha™ig  some  refreshments  Campbell  paid  our  fai'es  to  Liveqjool. 
On  our  arrival  we  asked  Campbell  wlio  was  to  pay  us  for  our  lost  time, 
when  he  said  he  would  see  about  thnt>  Campbell  engaged  a  cart  for 
our  luggage  and  gsive  us  some  drink,  and  we  told  him  we  would  see  him 
in  the  morning.  We  called  at  his  house  the  next  day,  but  he  was  out, 
and  we  went  to  Jones's  office.  Chapel  street,  and  aiter  waiting  there 
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some  time,  Campbell  told  as  that  he  had  Dot  got  any  money  for  as  yet, 
aud  asked  us  to  meet  him  on  Satarday,  which  we  declined  doing. 

hi.  

JOHN  X  DAVIES. 

Swora  at  Liverpool,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  this  2l8t  day  of  May, 
IHGi ;  this  affidavit  having  been  previously  read  over  to  the  deponent, 
and  lie  api>eared  perfectly  to  understand  the  same,  and  made  his  mark 
thereto  in  my  presence. 

JAMES  THORNELY, 

A  Commissioner,  &c.,  die. 


Deposition  of  Matthew  McMuUan. 

I,  Matthew  McMnlUin,  of  Stone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  coonty  of 
liaucaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows :  Last  Thursday  weeb, 
the  12th  of  May,  instant,  I  met  a  person  named  Lyon  as  I  was  in  a  pub- 
lic house  in  Prussia  street,  in  Liverpool  aforesaid.  He  said  be  would 
get  me  a  job,  and  that  he  was  going  to  join  a  boat  in  France.  I  asked 
him  what  the  wages  would  be.  He  said  his  wages  would  be  £7  pet 
montli,  but  be  did  not  know  what  mine  woiUd  be.  We  then  went 
together  to  No,  28  Bcgent  streetj  being  a  house  kept  by  Campbell  as  a 
boarding-house.  I  had  a  card  given  me  with  his  address,  (riiere  were 
several  other  persons  there.  We  sat  down  and  had  some  beer  together, 
and  a  person  I  know  since  to  be  Campbell  asked  how  many  could  we 
muster  now,  and  if  I  had  a  bag.  I  said  not  then.  Campbell  thought  I 
was  going  to  remain  there  for  the  night,  but  I  did  not.  On  Saturday 
evening  follo\ving,  I,  with  others,  went  to  Campbell's  house.  I  saw  him ; 
he  said  he  had  made  it  all  right,  and  I  with  the  others  were  to  be  at  his 
house  Sunday  morning  at  8  o'clock.  I  and  John  Davies  went  there 
accordingly,  and  saw  Campbell  and  several  others.  I  went  in,  and  a 
person  I  took  to  be  Mrs.  Campbell  asked  me  to  write  my  name.  I  did 
not  do  so,  but  took  the  pen  in  my  band.  It  was  there  arranged  by 
Campbell  I  should  go  with  the  others  to  Lime  street  station  and  meet 
him  there  at  half  past  8  o'clock.  I  did  so,  and  our  fares  were  paid 
for  Loudon.  We  stopped  that  day  in  London,  and  took  the  train  the 
next  moruing  for  Dover,  our  tickets  being  given  us  as  before,  and 
arrived  there  about  half  past  10  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Campbell  accompanied  ns  to  Dover  and  went  to  Calais  with  ua,  and 
appeared  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  arrangements.  We  went  on  to 
Calais  the  same  evening,  and  arrived  there  about  midnight,  and  went  to 
a  liotel  and  stepped  there  for  the  night.  After  taking  break&st  I  saw 
Campbell  outside  the  hotel  door,  and  he  said,  "  Have  all  hands  got  their 
breakfast  now!"  Some  one  said  "yes."  He  said  there  were  four  of  as 
to  get  breakfast  first  I  went  soon  after  this  with  others  to  the  ship, 
which  I  have  since  h^rd  was  the  Bappahaunock.  I  was  looking  on, 
when  Campbell  by  this  time  came  up  and  went  on  board.  I  saw  him 
taJk  to  a  person  on  board,  apparently  an  officer,  and  he  afterwards  caaie 
on  shore  and  said  to  us,  "  This  is  a  fine  job  ^  after  I  have  fetched  yoa 
here  there  are  no  firemen  wanted.^  Campbell  then  said  he  would  see 
the  captain  and  see  about  getting  the  money  for  the  fares  back  &om  him. 
Campbell  took  us  back  to  the  hot«l  and  ordered  dinner  for  us,  and  then 
went  to  get  our  bags  out  of  the  custom-house,  and  took  the  bags  of  the 
men  that  went  into  the  ship  to  the  ship,  giving  the  other  bags  back  to  those 
who  did  not  go.    I  and  the  others  who  were  not  wanted  began  to  talk 
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of  how  to  get  home.  The  mistresB  of  the  houBe  where  we  Btaid  aaid 
we  could  get  a  boat  about  half  past  10  o'clock  for  London.^  Campbell 
paid  our  fares  and  we  returned.  We  then  wanted  to  Htop  in  Ijondou, 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  make  any  arrangement  with  us,  and  we 
offered  to  take  £1  10s.  each ;  but  he  would  not  give  it  to  us,  only  the 
fare  from  London  to  Liverpool,  which  we  would  not  take.  Campbell 
then  flDtUng  no  arrangement  could  be  made  with  us,  returned  with  xss 
to  Liverpool,  paying  our  fares  and  giving  us  refreshment  by  the  way. 
On  arriving  in  Liverpool  Campbell  got  all  the  bags  in  a  cart,  ^\ing  to 
Maurice  O'Srieo  to  pay  the  carter  a  five-franc  piece,  and  two  shillings  as 
a  treat.  The  nest  day  I  met  Campbell  in  Begent  street,  who  treated  me 
with  the  eight  others  to  some  drink. 

MATTHEW  McMULLAN. 

Sworn  at  LIveriKK)!  aforesaid,  this  21st  day  of  Mav,  1864,  before  me. 
JAMES  THOKNBLY, 

A  CommiaHoner,  &€.,  &e. 


D^oHtiona  of  John  McClutlti/  and  Patrick  Bradley. 

We,  John  McClusky,  boarding  at  No.  1  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool, 
and  Patrick  Bradley,  hoarding  at  !No.  33  Standish  street,  Liverpool,  fire- 
man, make  oath  and  say: 

We  are  both  British  subjects.  On  last  Monday  week  we  were  on  the 
Cheshire  side  of  the  water,  standing  beside  the  Georgia,  looking  out 
for  a  job,  when  a  man  asked  us  if  we  would  like  a  job,  and  gave  us  a 
card  bearing  Mr.  Campbell's  name  and  address,  and  told  us  to  apply 
there.  We  have  since  seen  this  man  at  Mr.  Campbell's.  That  night  we 
went  to  Mr.  Campbell's,  No.  28  Begent  street,  Liverpool.  He  asked  us 
what  we  wanted  of  him.  We  said  we  understood  that  he  had  an  order 
for  some  firemen.  He  told  as  to  cull  again  on  'Wednesday.  We  called 
then,  but  he  was  at  the  theater.  We  had  a  job  on  the  Georgia,  cleaning 
her  op,  and  we  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Cam])belPs  on  Thursday  night.  He 
came  to  the  Georgia  on  Friday,  and  said  he  had  been  ex|>ecting  us  the 
night  before.  We  said  we  would  go  that  night  to  see  him.  We  went 
accordingly,  and  he  agree<l  with  us  to  give  us  £10  down  and  £G  a  month. 
Out  of  the  £10  we  were  to  give  him  £2  for  his  bother.  He  told  us  to 
leave  our  bags  at  his  house  on  Saturday  night.  We  did  so,  and  went 
to  his  house  by  appointment  at  8  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning.  He  took 
down  our  names,  and  we  went  to  the  railway  stiition  and  started  with 
him  for  London  by  the  half  past  9  o'clock  train.  We  arrived  in  London 
in  the  evening,  and  slept  there  that  night.  He  gave  us  refreshments 
and  drink  on  the  way,  and  we  had  every  accommodation.  We  went  to 
the  station  beside  the  bridge,  to  go  to  Dover  the  next  morning,  (Monday,) 
and  arrived  there  about  the  middle  of  the  day.  We  had  a  kind  of  a 
notion  of  where  we  were  going.  We  took  the  packet  that  evening  to 
Calais,  and  arrived  there  early  on  Tuesday  morning.  .  We  staid  at  a 
hotel  there  the  rest  of  the  night.  About  10  o'clock  or  so,  we  went  down 
to  one  of  the  quays  and  saw  a  ship  with  the  confederate  flag  flying.  It 
was  a  steamer.  Campbell  and  a  man  who  was  a  carpenter  (who  said  he 
had  been  out  in  the  Georgia,  and  who  seemed  to  know  all  about  it)  went 
,  on  board.  The  carpenter  had  come  with  us  from  Liverpool.  We  beard 
some  people  on  the  quny  speaking  of  the  ship  as  the  Rappahannock. 
We  all  knew  at  Dover  where  we  were  going,  and  the  people  at  Dover 
knew  it.    The  boarding-house  keeper  at  Dover,  where  we  had  our  din- 
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uer,  said  others  had  been  before  on  the  same  errand ;  Campbell  came 
back,  and  said  tliat  there  were  no  places  for  firemen,  and  began  to 
lament *lii3  cnse,  and  said  what  exi)enses  there  had  been,  and  this  and 
that.  We  went  away  then  to  the  Dover  Castle  Inn,  and  start'Od  nest 
night  with  Campbell  for  London,  by  the  steamer.  ThS  carpenter  and 
one  of  our  chnps,  a  trimmer,  (an  En|;li8hmaii,  I  think,)  staid  on  board 
the  Rappahannock.  We  came  to  London  and  came  back  to  Liverpool 
Campbell  paid  all  the  expenses.  When  we  came  to  London  we  asked 
Ijjm  to  give  ns  something  for  our  lost  time,  and  said  if  he  would  do  m 
we  would  stay  there.  He  offered  us  our  train  money  to  Liverpool,  bnl 
Siiid  he  could  not  give  more,  because  this  expedition  bad  mined  him. 
The  canienter  toltl  ns  at  Calais  to  go  to  Jones's  olHce,  28  Chapel  street. 
Liver[>ool,  and  state  our  case,  and  get  something  for  our  lost  time  il'  we 
could.  We  went  with  some  others,  but  did  not  see  any  one  but  a  clerk, 
but  Mr.  Jones  was  out.    We  know  nothing  more. 

JOHN  McCLUSKT. 

P.  BRADLEY. 

Sworn  on  the  2lst  day  of  May,  1804,  before  me. 

JAJIES  THORNELT, 

A  Commissioner,  &c 


Deposition  of  William  Batclinson. 

T,  William  Rawlinson,of  91!S'ewEdgarstreet,Liverpool,mtliecounty 
of  Lancaster,  flreman,  make  oatli  and  say  as  follows : 

During  flie  time  I  was  at  Mr,  Campbell's  house  engaging  to  go  in  the 
steamer  Rappahannock,  referred  to  in  my  Affidavit  of  the  2l8t  instant,! 
saw  a  man  there  whose  name,  I  believe,  is  Robert  Xeal ;  Ne^l  is  a  ship- 
carpenter  by  trade,  iind  he  accompanied  me  and  others  to  Calais  to  join 
the  steamer,  bis  exjienses  being  also  jiaid  by  Campbell.  Ifeal  told  me 
at  Calais  that  Campbell  had  got  him  the  job,  and  that  he  had  signed 
articles  to  serve  as  cur|>eiJter's  mate  at  the  rate  of  £11  a  month.  There 
were  several  other  men  whobadgone  with  us  to  Calais,  but  whose  names 
I  do  not  know,  engnged  to  serve  on  board  the  steamer,  and  we  left  them 
and  Neal  on  board  of  her. 

W.  RAWLINSOy. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  betbre  me. 
,IOUy  YATES, 
A  Commissioner  to  Administer  Oatlis  in  Chancery  in  England. 


Deposition  of  Maurice  Breen. 

I,  Maurice  Breen,  ofWilliam's Place,  William  street,  Liverpool,  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows : 

On  Satunlay,  the  14th  May,  instant,  when  I  was  at  Mr.  CampbelPs 
house,  agreeing  with  him  to  join  tlie  steamer  referred  to  in  my  aitidavit 
of  the  21st  inst^int,  I  saw  Robert  Ncal,  a  ship's  cari>enter,  there ;  I  again 
saw  Xeal  the  foIh»wing  Sunday  morning  in  Camphell's  house,  and  I  after- 
wards saw  him  at  the  railway  station.  ITeal  came  with  the  other  men 
to  Calais,  Campbell  paying  all  bis  expenses.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
Rappahannock,  Neal  went  on  board  of  her  with  Cam])l>ell,  and  he  waa 
engaged  to  serve  as  carpenter's  mate,  and  we  left  him  on  board. 

Several  other  men  who  came  with  us  are  well  known  te  in&  b^t  I  catt- 
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aot  remember  their  names.  These  men  vere  all  engaged  by  GampbdL 
and  they  signed  articles  to  eerre  on  the  Bappahannock,  and  remained 
on  board  her  when  I  left. 

MAURICE  BBEEN. 
Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  May,  1864,  before  me. 
JOBLN  YATES, 
A  CoMmission^  to  Admimater  Oatlu  in  Chancery  in  EngUtncL    ' 

Sepoaiiion  of  Matthew  McMvXlan, 

I,  Matthew  McMullau,  of  Blackstone  street,  Liverpool,  in  the  county 
of  uinoast^r,  fireman,  make  oath  and  say  as  follows: 

Upon  several  occasions  when  I  oalled  at  Mr.  Campbell's  hoase  to  en- 
gage with  l|im  to  join  the  BappRhannoch,  referred  to  in  my  affidavit  of 
the  3l8t  of  May  instant,  I  saw  a  ship's  carpenter  there,  named  Robert 
Keal.  S'eri  appeared  to  me  to  be  lodging  at  Campbell's  hoase.  I  again 
saw  Neal  at  the  railway  station  ou  the  following  Sauday  morning,  aod 
he  accompanied  na  to  Calais,  Campbell  paying  onr  expenses.  When  we 
arrived  at  the  steamer  Campbell  took  Neal  on  board  with  him,  and  Seal 
vas  engaged  as  carpenter's  mate. 

Several  of  the  other  men  who  came  with  ns  were  engaged,  and  they  ' 
signed  articles  to  serve  ou  the  Rappahannock,  and  we  1^  uem  on  boai^ 
of  her.    I  saw  all  the  men  who  joined  the  steamer  at  Campbell's  boose 
on  the  Sonday  morning  previous  to  our  starting  for  Loudon. 

MATTHEW  McMtJLLAN. 

Sworn  at  Liverpool  aforesaid,  this  23d  day  of  Mar,  1864,  before  me. 
JOHIT  YATES, 

A  Commiaaioner,  <£«. 

Earl  RvtaeU,  to  Mr.  Adama. 

FoEEiON  Office,  May  26, 1864. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  23d  instant,  inclosing  copies  of  depositions  respecting  the  engage- 
ment of  seamen  for  service  on  board  the  Rappahannock  j  and  I  have  to 
state  to  you  that  the  matter  shall  not  iail  to  receive  the  careful  attention 
of  her  Miyesty'a  government, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  oonslderatioD,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

RUSSELL. 

OHAttLEB  PBiJ^CIS  ADAMS,  Esq.,  4&C,  dx.,  (£c. 

.  Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Setcard, 
Ko.  716.]  Legation  of  the  Unitbi)  States, 

London,  June  10, 1864. 
Bra :  In  connection  with  my  No.  707,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  now  trans- 
mit copies  of  two  notes  received  from  Lord  Russell  in  reply  to  two  of 
mine,  copies  of  which  were  forwarded  with  that  dispatch. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ,--  . 

Beeretars  of  State.  omzodbXifOOglQ 

60  A  c— VOL.  n 
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Earl  BmseU  to  Mr.  Aiiamt. 

FoBEiON  Office,  Map  7, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
4tli  inatHiit,  incloaing  copies  of  three  more  depoffltions  rdative  to  tht 
part  tiUkeQ  by  Mr.  Rumble  in  providing  men  for  the  steamer  Bappahan- 
nock.  Tliese  depofiitioos,  as  well  as  those  inclosed  in  the  letter  which 
you  did  tne  the  huuor  to  address  to  me  on  the  16th  ultimo,  have  be^i  re- 
ferred without  loss  of  time  to  the  proper  department  of  her  Miyesty^ 
government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  higheBt  consideration,  sir,  your  moirt 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

BUSSBLL. 

Chables  Fsasois  Aqahb,  Esq.,  c£o.,  c£o.,  do. 
[For  other  oote  see  same  dispatch,  sabdivisioa  "  Tb»  QeotpB^"  oste] 


Mr.  SnUord  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

Ko.  998.]  Depaxthent  of  8ta.tb, 

WaahingUm,  Juno  20, 18H, 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  the  2d  of  June,  ^o.  707,  whidi. 
is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  which  you  addressed  to  Earl  Boaaen' 
on  the  23ii  of  May  last,  conceruiug  enlistments  for  the  insurgent  marine 
service  in  Britiuh  ports,  also  a  copy  of  Earl  Buasell's  acknowledgment 
of  the  note,  and  altto  copies  of  voluminous  affidavits,  whidi,  on  occasian 
of  writing  that  palter,  yon  submitted  to  her  Majesty's  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  aftairs.  These  papers  have  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
and  I  am  directed  to  approve  fully  of  your  proceedings  therein  set  forth, 
and  to  comuiendthe  urgency  with  which  you  have  therein  remonstrated 
against  transactions  as  palpably  unlawful  as  they  are  injurious  to  the 
United  States. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Ghables  FBAKCI3  ADiJus,  Esq.,  dc,  &o.,  die. 


Mr.  3aaard  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

No.  1333.]  Dbpaetment  op  State, 

Washington,  JtMiuary  10,  1865. 
SiB :  Mr.  Morse,  our  consul  at  London,  t>y  a  dispatch  of  the  23d  nl- 
timo,  informs  me  that  he  has  fumislied  you  with  such  informatioo  as  he 
commmiicated  iu  tliat  dispatch  to  me,  concerning  the  written  order  is- 
sued by  iiisurgauts  iu  Great  Britain  to  some  of  the  crew  of  the  picate 
Floriiia,  to  report  for  duty  ou  another  piratical  vessel,  called  the  Bap- 
pabamiock. 

1  will  thank  yon,  if  you  have  not  already  done  so,  to  present  to  her 
M^esty's  government  such  remonstrances  against  these  proceedings  as 
maj-  in  your  judgment  be  expedient 
I  am,  tdr,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Chables  Feakois  Adams,  E8q.,(£o,  ttc,  (fie         ^^  CooqIc 
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Mr,  Aiaiiu  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Eit»ot».3 

"So.  863.]  Legation  of  the  UmTGD  States, 

London,  January  26, 1865. 
Bib  :  I  have  to  acknowleilge  the  reception  of  dispatches  from  the  de- 
partment, iiiiinl)ered  from  1^22  to  1333,  Inclusive.    *     *    * 

In  reg^vd  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  No.  1233,  dated  the  10th  in- 
fitant,  I  can  ouly  say  that  Mr.  Morse  on  that  da;  addressed  to  me  » let- 
ter embodying  the  substance  of  the  information  which  he  sent  to  the  de- 
iKUtment,  acopy  of  whi^letterlscbmittedtotheconaideratiooof  Lord 
Bassell  in  a  note  dated  the  14th.  To  this  note  I  have  not  yet  received 
any  reply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  year  obedient'servant, 

CHAKLES  FRANCIS  ADaMS. 
H«n.  yfuAAAM  H.  Sgwabd, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

Mr.  Adame  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extraet.] 
Ho.  879.]  Legation  of  the  Cnitbd  States, 

London,  February  16,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  copies  of  correspondence  held  with 
Lord  Bassell  oo  the  ealyect  of  outfits  of  vessels  for  account  of  the 
rebels. 

I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servaot, 

CHABLES  FKAKCIS  ADAUS. 
Hon.  WiLLXAU  H.  Sewabd, 

Seoretat^  of  State. 

Mr.  Adams  to  Earl  Battell. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  January  14, 1865. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consideration  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  from  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  this  place, 
faniishiug  information  of  certein  proceedings  believed  to  be  conducted 
in  violation  of  the  neutrality  of  this  kingdom. 

I  pray  your  lordship  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  highest  consid- 
eration with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  most 
obedient  servant, 

CHABLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Bi^^t  Hon.  Eabl  Busseix,  tfia,  <6c,  tto. 


Mr.  Adama  to  JEarlRuataL 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London^  January  II,  1865. 
Ht  Lord  :  Siooe  dispat^dting  my  note  this  morning  I  have  reoeived 
farther  information  in  regard  to  the  subject  to  whioh  it  relates,  from  tiie 
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same  Bonrce.    I  hasten  to  sobmit  to  yoorlordBliip'sconsideratioa  »oi^ 
of  another  letter  from  Mr.  Morse,  dated  this  morning. 

I  pray  yoar  lordship  to  accept  the  aasuraDces  of  the  highest  conad- 
eration  with  whTch  I  have  the  hoDor  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship's  oaA 
obedient  Bervant, 

OHABLES  FBA^GIS  ADAMS. 

Bight  Hod.  Ei.BL  Bitssell,  <£«.,  i£c.,  £o. 


Barl  Bwttil  to  Mr.  Aiams, 

FoKEiQN  Office,  Janwiry  16, 1866, 
Sib  !  X  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  14th  instan^  indosiDg  copies  Of  two  letters,  dated  lespectiTely  the 
10th  and  llth  of  this  month,  which  have  been  addressed  to  you  1^  tl» 
United  States  consul  in  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  serruit, 

BUSSELL. 
Ohables  Francis  Ajiams,  Esq.,  Ao.,  dio.,  &o.,  London, 

Earl  ^itteli  to  Mr.  Adams. 

FosBiQN  Oevicb,  January  27, 1865. 

Sm :  With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  I6th  instant,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  yon  that  it  doea  not  appear  to  her  M^esty'a  government,  from 
the  information  which  yon  have  fkmished  to  me,  or  from  sach  informa- 
tion as  they  have  otherwise  been  able  to  obtain,  respecting  the  Hawk 
and  the  City  of  Richmond,  that  either  of  these  vessels  is  intended  tm 
the  war  service  of  the  so-styled  Confederate  States,  still  less  that  then 
has  been  any  illegal  equipment  in  this  country  of  either  vessel. 

With  regard  to  the  men  supposed  to  have  enlisted  into  the  confederate 
service,  the  greater  part  of  whom  appear  to  have  already  sailed  for  Nas- 
sau by  the  City  of  Bichmond,  it  seems,  indeed^  to  be  probable  that  they 
came  together  for  some  purpose  connected  with  the  war  service  of  the 
Confederate  States ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  possession  of  her 
Majesty's  government  to  show  either  that  any  particular  persons  among 
them,  being  natural  bom  snbjects  of  her  Majesty,  have  enlisted  in  that 
service,  or  nave  left  this  country  with  a  view  to  such  enlistment,  or  that 
any  of  them,  whether  natural  born  subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  have 
been  induced  to  enlist  in  this  country,  or  to  go  from  here  for  the  porposs 
of  enlistment,  by  any  particular  person  or  persons  now  amenable  to  bet 
M^jest^'s  jurisdiction. 

The  information  which  her  Majesty's  government  possesses  with  regard 
to' such  of  these  men  as  belonged  to  the  Florida  rather  leads  to  the  con- 
clusion that  when  they  arrived  in  this  country  &om  Bahia  they,  whether 
subjects  of  her  Majesty  or  not,  were  already  in  the  confederate  service, 
and  that  no  new  enlistment  or  engagement  in  this  country  need  be 
supposed  in  order  to  account  for  their  coming  together  and  going  oat 
to  a  port  from  whence  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  GcmfedenUe 
States. 

I  have,  further,  the  honor  to  state  to  yon  that  when  the  partloirtv 
facts  relative  to  the  engagement  of  the  crew  of  the  Fhwida  were  nnder 
the  consideration  of  her  M^esty's  government  on  the  occasion  of  the 
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preaenoe  of  some  of  tfaem  at  Lirerpool,  it  waa  fonad  that  they  had  been 
engaged  and  shipped  at  Mobile,  in  the  Oonfederate  States,  under  cit- 
GumstaDces  which  did  not  seem  to  her  Mf^esty's  government  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  they  conid  be  BacceasfcIIy  prosecnted  for  any 
offense  against  the  foreign  eulistnieat  act.  Whether  the  men  now  in 
question  were  part  of  the  same  crew,  or  were  enlisted  for  the  Florida 
at  some  other  place  and  auder  different  'circumstances,  does  not  at  aii 
appear. 

Her  M^esty'B  government  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  there  is  not 
at  present  any  such  evidence  before  them  of  a  violation  of  the  foreign 
enlistmeut  act<-^ither  by  the  equipment  or  fitting  out  of  the  ahips 
Hawk  and  City  of  Richmond,  or  either  of  them,  or  by  the  enlistment 
or  procurement  of  men  In  this  country  for  the  confederate  war  service— 
as  would  Justify  them  in  taking  any  legal  steps  in  the  matter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

BI7SSBLL. 

Ohablbb  Fbahois  Adajib,  Esq.,  Ao^  Ao.,  Ac. 


Mr,  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam$. 

Ko.  1301.]  Dbpaetmbmt  op  State, 

Wtuhington,  Mareh  13, 186K. 
SlE :  I  give  you  for  your  information,  and  for  such  use  as  you  may 
think  proper,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  2d  of  January  last, 

vhich  Mr. ,  of  London,  has  addressed  to  this  department 

in  regard  to  the  Rappahannock,  her  origin,  and  to  the  proceedings  of 
Bumble  in  connection  with  that  vessel. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Fbakcis  Adaus,  Esq.,  <£«.,  <£c.,  Ac. 


Mr. to  Mr.  Seward. 

London,  Janvart/  2, 1S65. 

SiK :  As  every  riphtrminded,  intelligent  person  in  this  country  sym- 
pathizes with  the  northerners  in  their  efforts  to  crush  the  rebellion 
which  now  rages  iu  America,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  addressing 
you  on  the  subject,  but  at  once  assume  that  the  expression  of  oar  sym- 
pathy, though  it  be  the  more  ipse  dixit  of  one  single  Englishman,  will 
find  a  warm-hearted  reception. 

Sir,  those  of  us  who  are  worthy  of  attention  on  the  part  of  our  Amer- 
ican brethren  have  considered  tbe  origin  of  this  war  with  a  feeling  and 
unprejudiced  mind.  Wo  do  not  forget,  iu  our  estimate  of  the  causes  of 
the  horrors  and  the  tendency  of  the  deplorable  struggle  which  is  now 
going  on  in  America ;  those  inspired  yet  tragic  narmtives  which  have 
emanated  from  the  pen  of  a  Stowe  and  the  tongue  of  a  Beecher,  those 
thrilling  and  soul-rousing  prose  dramas  which,  having  for  their  theme 
the  violated  laws  of  Gk>d  in  the  cause  of  the  poor  slave,  have  caused 
onr  blood  to  boil,  and  have  established  in  us  a  loathing  and  aversion 
towards  the  rascally  southerners  which  no  subordinate  ^ter-considera- 
tlons,  no  policy  based  on  expediency,  not  temporary  commeroial  die- 
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toeis,  can  cause  to  vadllate  or  subside.  "So,  m ;  t  repeat,  iMaX  erciy 
(hialuDg  EaglisbBtao  whose  seatiments  and  opinitms  are  worth  a  mo- 
ment's eoDfi^^atioa  is,  heart  and  sool  of  him,  a  well-wisbec  to  tiw 
ITortb ;  aud  though  he  would  gladly  see  the  Btrugg^e  terminated,  taA 
the  fair  Adds  of  Amerioa  smiling  with  the  resolCa  of  peaceful  iudostry, 
lie  does  not  and  cannot  wish  for  so  desirable  a  coaianmrnation  on  otMr 
than  principles  of  Divine  justice,  and  on  the  ground  of  liberty  to  tte 
poor  slave ;  and  for  this  cause  we  have  bailed  with  heartfelt  joy  tbe 
Presidenf a  proclamation  annalliag  slaver;  tbrongbout  the  United 
StatAS.  That  was  a  righteous  and  glorious  act,  no  less  ao  than  tlie  Dee- 
laration  of  Iudepeud«ice,  aud  worthy  to  be  held  la  honored  remen- 
brance.  And  though  philoHophers  of  a  o(rid-blooded  aud  time-serviiig 
acbo*!  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  see  in  it  nothing  beyoud  the  a^pew- 
ive  and  retaliatory,  and  deprecate  it  as  an  unwise  provocative  of  Ota 
South,  the  brave  spirits  who  finng  this  firebrand  into  the  camp  of  the 
lebela  will  uever  have  cause  to  blnsb  for  this  act  of  their  policy.  All 
honor  to  it  I  .  Freedom  to  the  slave  in  the  United  States  ol  Amerkal 
Shame  to  the  wretch,  whether  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  the  water, 
who  will  not  rejoice  at  it. 

In  connexion  with  my  subject,  I  will  now  advert  to  what  may  Bem 
to  our  transatlantic  bretiiren  a  scurvy  and  treacherous  coarse  of  coo- 
duct  on  the  part  of  Englishmen.  I  refer  to  the  Alabama  and  the  steam 
rams  and  tbe  B^paJiannocks  which  have  been  fitted  ont  on  these 
shores  with  hostile  intentions  towards  the  Korth ;  and  here  I  cannot  hot 
feel  the  most  profound  indignation  towards  those  scabby  sheep  among 
us  who  disgrace  the  name  of  Englishmen  by  originating  these  things; 
■for,  if  these  privateering  vessels  be  regarded  by  the  North  as  an  expo- 
nent of  the  feelings  of  the  British  people  generally  towards  thwi,  i 
profound  mistake  must  exist  as  to  the  actual  facta.  Those  vessels,  ^, 
are  prepared  and  smuggled  out  of  this  country  Just  as  contraband  arti- 
cles axe  exported  by  "wretches"  (as  Dr.  Johnson  terms  them)  "who  do 
not  pay  the  customs."  Their  preparation  is  confined  to  a  few,  and 
although  in  some  instances  tboy  are  wealthy,  I  can  speak  from  p«-8(»ul 
knowledge  that  they  are  of  the  worst  class  and  among  the  moat  base  in 
this  country ;  and  these  speculatists  have  taken  advantage  of  the  state 
of  tbe  times  to  enrich  themselves  by  methods  which,  as  an  honest  man, 
I  am  sure  that  my  countrymen  would  almost  universially  condemn.  Let 
not  America,  therefore,  associate  the  name  of  England  with  these 
things.  Englishmen  abnor  such  detestable  treachery.  Englishmen  do 
not  like  pirates  nor  piracy.  Englishmen  have  no  notion  that  b^ccaBee^ 
ing  is  a  legitimate  occupation  because  brother  Jonathan  has  his  hands 
fall  of  iotestine  trouble.  But  there  are  scoundrels  here  as  well  as  else- 
where f  there  are  cut-throats  and  bravos  in  England  who  will  find 
means  to  carry  out  their  omni-mnrderous  and  incendiary  acbemes  ia 
spite  of  tbe  laws,  and  against  the  govemmeot  of  a  sovereign  whose 
expressions  of  regret  for  America  no  good  man  will  doubt.  These  infer- 
nal  blackguards  are  the  originators  of  the  Bappahanuocks,  &c,  whicb 
were  fabricated  on  oar  shores,  and  which  are  calculated  te  create  w 
&lae  an  idea  in  the  American  mind  as  to  tlie  nature  of  Bug^ieb  lH«tba<- 
hood. 

In  order  to  make  good  these  assertions  I  will  now  give  (so  &r  as  m; 
personal  knowledge  and  information  extend)  a  true  relation  of  tbe  ori- 
gin of  the  Rappahannock,  and  supply  some  highly  important  parti(«- 
lafs  which  do  not  appear  in  the  pnbl^hed  aeooants  of  this  case.  We 
are  informed  in  the  evidence  reoorded  in  the  new8pfH>e[s  that  Bobert 
Qordon  Oolemw  is  t^e  owner ;  that  one  Mr.  Eergusson  was  chief  et^ 
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iwer,  and  one  Mr.  Oair  wm  aeoond  «agin«er;  that  Fer^nswn,  Oair, 
Pearson,  tbe  partner  of  Coleman,  (and  a  bankrapt  to  tlie  amoaiit  of 
some  jSWUgOOO  dariog  the  past  sumoier,)  and  the  defendant,  Bnmblf^ 
were  allconcemed  together  in  the  common  cause  of  enlisttng  eapueen 
and  stokers  to  serve  on  board ;  that  Fergusson  and  Gair  wex«  e^'identlr 
empowered  by  Pearson  (whom  the  witaessea  style  "  one  of  the  owners^ 
to  hire  men,  and  that  tney  did  so  with  as  much  authority  as  Peantoa 
himself;  that  BuQible  had  told  Firth  (one  of  the  witnesses)  that  "he 
should  like  to  go  his  halves,"  meaning  that  he.  Bumble,  would  like  to 
receive  half  of  Firth's  shu^  of  the  piracy  whicu  they  intended  to  oariT' 
out  in  the  B^pahannock  ;  that  Pearson  was  captain  on  leaving  Sfaver- 
oees,  and  that  a  govenimeDt  tug  took  them  ont  from  Bheemeea. 

Now,  all  this  and  much  more,  important  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  fa  hat 
half  the  tale;  for  neither  Pearsou  nor  Bumble  had  either  the  audacity 
or  brains  to  concoct  this  mischievous  pieoe  of  business;  and,  oonsJder- 
ing  the  notoriety  in  the  naval  service  of  the  other  half  of  the  facts,  it 
is  Bomeiriiat  astounding  that  nothing  should  have  been  elicited  reepeet- 
jag  them.  For  example,  Fergusson  aud  Uarr,  the  engineers,  though  prime 
actors  in  the  case,  do  not  appear  in  court,  either  as  defeudanta  or  wit- 
nesaes,  and  they,  most  assuredly,  ought  to  have  appeared  in  one  of  these 
capacities;  'for  neither  of  tbrai  was  engiuew  of  tiie  boat  before  she  was 
bought  by  C<^mau,  Pearson  &  Co. ;  they  became  her  engineers  solely  by 
the  instigation  of  one  Mr.  David  Partridge,  an  admir^ty  officer,  who  is 
at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  Job,  (thinking  the  Amerioan  state  of  affioits 
was  an  excellent  one  for  enriching  himself,)  and  who  persuaded  Pearson 
to  buy  the  boat.  He  it  was  that  sent  Perguasoii  and  Carr  to  Knmbl^ 
aud  made  a  cat's-paw  of  the  latter  by  causing  him  to  appear  in  all  the 
salient  points  of  the  case,  while  he  himself  act^  as  the  powerful  but.  cau- 
tious motor  of  it.  To  him,  as  I  said,  not  only  these  men,  but  W.  Aylmer, 
another  engineer,  (together  with  several  other  men  whose  names  do  not 
appear  in  the  evidence,)  owe  their  connection  with  the  scheme.  In  short, 
he  is  the  father  of  it;  yet  Partridge,  Fergiisson,  Oarr,  nor  Aylmer, 
though  the  first  three  are  principals,  appear  od  the  trial,  and  this  is  a 
very  serious  and  astonishing  matter.  It  is  serious,  for,  as  I  have  betbro 
said,  all  true  Englishmen  must  wish  to  repudiate  all  sj-mpathy  with 
this  vile  afiiiii',  and  that  will  not'nppear  to  brother  Jonathan  while  a 
British  court  of  justice  ignores  these  i'acts.  What  more  natural  titan 
to  suppose  that  these  men  would  have  been  brought  forward  on  the 
trial  1  They  areas  1  have  said,  uotorioas  participators,  nay,  principals, 
in  the  affair;  yet,  although  the  case  is  put  off  on  the  mere  mention  of 
the  circnmstance  that  Bumble's  son  was  present  at  a  conversation 
between  Bumble  aud  one  of  the  witnesses,  at  SUeeriicss,  stmilar  facts  of 
far  greater  importance,  detailed  in  evidence  respecting  Fe^gus^«>n  and 
Carr,  are  passed  over  as  of  no  import.  Had  these  men  been  cited  aud 
cross-examined,  the  most  vital  facts  of  the  cjise  would  have  been  elicited. 
Fergasson  formerly  kept  a  ])ublic  house  (The  Boyal  Albert)  in  the  town 
of  Woolwich,  in  the  county  pf  Kent,  and  Carr  works  in  a  government 
dock  yard  there.  Bumble's  son  is  as  perfectly  aware  that  the  said  Par- 
tridge egged  on  the  elder  Bumble  as  the  la(t«r  himself  is;  and  were  he 
questioned  by  the  lawyers  of  the  Crown,  could  fuHy  bear  out  this  state- 
ment. He  is  also  aware  of  all  tlie  fiicts  as  to  the  hiring  of  Fergu*ion, 
Carr,  Aylmer,  and  others;  and  these  prime  facts  not  only  could  be 
brought  out,  but  ought  to  be,  tbr  the  love  of  common  justice  as  well  as 
justice  to  our  American  brethren. 

It  is  astonishing  that  Mr.  O'Kelly,  who  gave  the  iaformation  respects 
ing  these  doiugs  at  Sheemess,  should  have  contented  himself  with  the 
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meager  jaece  of  inAnniatioD  which  ho  has  brought  to  bear  on  th«  case. 
He  appears  to  have  taken  a  too  hasty  survey  of  these  doings,  and  find- 
ing them  BO  gross,  collected  those  which  appeared  on  the  surface,  and 
laid  the  information ;  whereas,  had  he  made  a  more  patient  observation, 
he  would  have  been  richly  rewarded  with  a  multitude  of  correlative 
facta  (ajid  the  above  among  them)  by  which  the  riogleuder,  and  all  con- 
cemea  as  principals  in  this  affair,  would  have  been  put  on  their  defense; 
whereas,  as  it  is,  Bumble,  *<the  mildest-niaDnered  man"  among  them,  is 
the  only  defendant  Sow,  the  said  Partridge,  the  ringleader,  was  ne- 
'  qaently  at  Sheerness  taking  the  lead  (but  cautiously)  in  the  proceedings, 
and  on  the  occasion  of  the  Bappahannock  being  towed  out  of  Sheemess 
by  a  government  tug,  he  was  in  the  Kappatianuook  directing  the  proceed- 
ings, (for  as  to  Pearson  acting  as  captain,  that  was  done  merely  as  a  blind, 
Pearson  being  manifestly  unfit  for  the  office.)  This  Mr.  Partridge,  as  I 
have  said,  directed  the  proceedings  between  Sheeruess  and  the  N'ure, 
where,  finding  something  which  aroused  his  euspicioua  that  all  was 
.not  quite  so  s^e  in  a  legal  point  of  view  as  he  wished  it  to  be,  he  slunk 
into  a  tag  and  came  back,  leaving  the  othexs  to  do  the  beet  they 
coold.  I  say  it  is  very  remarkable  that  these  and  many  more  similar 
facte  have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  Mj-.  O'Kelly,  considering  their  noto- 
riety, and  it  is  a  nmtter  of  much  regret  that  such  is  the  case;  for,  if  a 
fall  expose  were  made  on  this  occasion,  and  the  principal  offenders 
brought  to  justice,  it  would  operate  aa  a  check  on  otliera,  and  prevent  a 
repetition  of  snch  ofE^usee,  which  is  one  result  that  the  writer  aims  at, 
and  to  show  that  these  doings  have  no  general  character  on  the  part  of 
Englishmen,-  bnt  are  entirely  instances  of  hole  and  comer  work  by  cliques 
of  dirty  rogues. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  WnxiAH  H.  SfiWABD,  <£«.,  cEw.,  do. 


Mr.  Adavu  to  Mr.  ffunter. 

No.  1011.]  Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  13, 1865.      , 

SiB:  On  the  6th  instant  I  received  notice  from  Captain  Britton,  the 
consul  at  Soathampten,  that  the  notorious  steamer  Rappahannock,  so 
long  confined  at  Calais,  had  suddenly  made  its  appearance  at  that  place 
in  ^e  guise  of  a  British  steamer,  called  the  Beatrice.  On  learning  this, 
I  caused  the  information  to  be  sent  to  Captain  Wal  ke.  of  the  Sacramento, 
and  accompanied  it  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Seward's  published  note*  to  Sir 
Frederick  Bruce,  of  the  19th  of  June,  as  a  guide  to  regulate  his  action. 

On  the  dtb  I  obtained  intelligence  &om  the  cousul  at  Liverpool  tbat 
the  ateamer  had  succeeded  in  getting  te  that  port.  Likewise  that  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  cotten  had  arrived  in  another  steamer  from  Ha- 
vana, which  there  was  strong  reason  to  believe  belonged  to  the  late  rebel 
authorities  at  Bichmond. 

On  the  10th  Captain  Walke  wrote  to  me,  making  a  report  of  bis  pro- 
ceedings in  respect  to  the  Beatrice.  It  appears  that  he  had  succeeded 
in  identifying  her  while  on  her  passage  fix>ui  Southampton  to  Liverpool, 
bat  in  a  situation  so  undeniably  within  tbe  limits  of  the  British  juris- 
diotioo  that  he  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  interpose. 

*  For  Ut.  S«WBcd'B  n«te  t«  Sir  F.  Btom  Me  VoL  I,  p.  33a 
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I  replied  to  Captain  Walke-,  approving  of  his  caution,  and  at  the  same 
time  advising  him  to  be  on  the  watch  to  seize  the  vessel,  if  he  could  be 
sore  of  her  identity,  should  she  appear  anywhere  on  the  high  seas.  But 
I  did  not  omit  to  add  a  caation  abont  rentnring  npon  the  exercise  of  any 
right  of  search  in  his  pnrsnit. 

Meanwhile  I  thought  it  best  to  send  instructions  to  the  consul  at  Liv- 
erpool to  take  the  best  professional  advice  as  to  the  practicability  of 
entering  a  preliminary  proceeding  against  this  property,  under  the  reg- 
ular forms  of  law,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  law  officers  of  the 
Crown  had  expressed  an  opinion  to  the  government  that  any  such  prop- 
erty foond  in  British  ports  after  a  certain  time  might  be  subject  t6 
claim  by  the  United  States.  Tet,  not  finding  myself  vested  with  any 
express  authority  to  go  to  that  extent,  I  have  preferred  not  to  commit 
the  government  at  this  time  further  than  to  propose  that  such  proceed- 
ings should  he  commenced  as  might  avail  to  attach  the  property,  and 
place  it  in  a  secure  position  until  specific  instructions  conld  be  received 
ftom  Washington.  The  consul  has  apprised  me  that  the  necessary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  obtain  advice,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  come  to 
hand.  I  trust  that,  so  for  as  I  have  gone,  my  action  will  not  be  disap- 
proved. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FEAlfCIS  ADAMS. 

Hod.  William  Huntbe, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Setcard  to  Mr.  Adams. 

'  [Extmct] 

No.  1485.J  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Wwikington,  July  25, 18C5. 
Sra:  I  am  informed  by  a  dispateh  of  the  5tfa  instant,  (No.  502,)  from 
the  United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  that  the  rebel  steamer  Rappahan- 
nock, alias  the  Beatrice,  at  last  accounts,  was  at  Southampton  taking  in 
coals,  and  that  she  was  bonnd  for  Liverpool.  This  information  he  states 
he  telegraphed  to  you.  It  appears  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock, aliag  the  Beatrice,  at  Liverpool,  there  will  be  four  insurgent 
vessels  at  that  port,  namely,  the  Rappahannock,  the  Sumter,  the  Talla- 
hassee, and  the  Ajas.  The  codsuI  further  informs  me  that  he  has  engaged 
a  person  to  watch  their  movements. 

•  •  ••  •  •  •  • 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  sen^imt, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Ohables  Fbancis  Adams,  Esq.,  tfec,  die,  t&e. 


Mr.  8ev)ard  to  Mr.  Adanu. 

No.  1714.]  '  Depaetmemt  op  State, 

Washington,  March  20,  18G0. 

SiE:  For  your  information,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17tli 

instant,  from  Mr,  Charles  Ilaffner,  in  regard  to  the  complicity  of  Mr. 

David   Partridge,  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  in  the  Rappahannock 

affair.    The  letter  sufficiently  explains  itself,  and  seems  to  call  for  no 
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comment  ftt)m  this  department    I  have  placed  it  in  your  hands  in  order 
that  yon  may  make  nse  of  itB  coutenta,  should  occasion  require. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAiO). 
GhabIjES  Fbamois  Adams,  Esq.,  t6c.,  <fec.,  t6c. 


JHir.  Eaffker  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Wavy  Taed,  Portsmouth,  TiEGnnA, 

March  17, 1866. 

HoNOBED  Sis:  It  is  with  mnch  relactance  that  I  piesameto  trespass 
npon  yonr  attention,  and  will  be  as  brief  as  possible. 

From  the  petnlant  manner  that  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  has  closed  the 
correspondence  respecting  United  States  claims  for  depredations  by  the 
Alabama  with  Mr.  Adams,  I  wonld  hombly  call  your  attention  to  one 
important  item  connected  with  the  Kappahannock  affair  in  SfaeemesB 
dock  yard,  which,  in  my  ham ble  judgment,  should  be  urged  against  the 
English  government. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  (for  I  traced  it  out  myself,)  that  David  Part- 
ridge, the  assistant  chief  engineer  of  Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  came 
down  to  Sheeruees  dock  yard  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  November, 
1863,  and  steamed  the  Itappahannock  out  of  Sheemess  harbor,  at  11 
o'clock  at  night,  as  f ar  aa  the  Nore^  and  then  returned  In  the  tug  that 
towed  her  out.  I  minutely  sent  this  statement,  with  the  names  of  the 
witnessing  parties,  to  Mr.  Morse,  the  cousul  in  London,  who  had  it  form- 
ally sent  to  the  admiralty  solicitor  at  Chatham,  who  duly  forwarded  it 
in  the  depositions  to  the  chief  solidtor  at  the  admiralty  in  London,  bat 
(would  you  believe  itt)  had  it  expunged,  thus  stifling  a  very  importaot 
piece  of  evidence  against  Bomble  and  the  dock-yard  officials  at  Sbea- 
ness. 

I  hope,  honored  sir,  you  will  see  just  cause  to  complain  of  the  manner 
the  United  States  was  trifled  with. 

In  a  collateral  point  of  view,  I  would  just  call  your  attention  to 
another  fact: 

Bumble  had  two  effective  scouts  in  Sheemess  dock  yard^  named  Jacob 
Parkes  and  Alfred  Oysten,  the  former  a  leading  man  m  the  fltting- 
shop,  the  latter  a  draughtsman  in  said  department  It  is  matter  of 
record,  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Morse,  the  game  that  these  vile  men  played 
in  stultiiying  witnesses,  &c.,  &c,  who  were  to  give  evidence  agamst 
Bumble.  Well,  after  Bumble's  acquittal,  tbe«e  men  got  promoted  t« 
higher  situations,  Parkes  being  promoted  to  Malta,  and  Oysten  to  a 
foreman's  situation  in  Sheemess  Steam  Factory — doubtless  as  rewards 
for  their  zeal  in  Bumble's  defense.  And  now,  honored  sir,  Mr.  Morse 
can  supply  you  with  corroborations  of  what  I  have  stated  to  you,  respect 
ing  the  share  that  Uavid  Partridge,  the  assistant  chief  engineer  of 
Woolwich  Steam  Factory,  took  in  the  Bappahannock  af&ir,  and  chief 
admiralty  solicitor  at  Whitehall,  expnnging  snch  damaging  evidence 
from  the  depositions.  My  only  apology  for  thus  intmdiug  upou  yon  is 
simply  because  I  am  grieved  at  the  summary  manner  Earl  ClarendoQ 
has  disposed  of  Mr.  Adams:  and  again,  lest  you  might  not  have  known 
abont  the  case  of  Mr.  David  Partridge. 

I  am,  honored  sir,  with  much  esteem,  your  bumble  servant, 

CHABLES  HAFFNER 

Hon,  William  H.  Sewaed.  ^  Ca>(>q[c 


idb,Googlc 


idb,Google 


.db,Googlc 


idb,Googlc 


I 


.■=db,  Google 


idb,Googlc 


